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UNION  CORRESUONOKNCE,  ETC.* 

Headquarters  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington^  August  8, 1861. 

Lieut>  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Army : 

General;  Information  from  various  sources  reaching  me  to-day, 
through  spies,  letters,  and  telegrams,  confirm  my  impressions,  derived 
from  previous  advices,  that  the  enemy  intend  attacking  our  positions 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  as  well  as  to  cross  the  Potomac  north  of 
us.  I have  also  received  a telegram  from  a reliable  agent  just  from 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  that  large  re-enforcements  are  still  passing  through 
there  to  Eichmond.  I am  induced  to  believe  that  the  enemy  has  at 
least  100,000  men  in  front  of  us. 

Were  I in  Beauregard’s  place,  with  that  force  at  my  disposal,  I would 
attack  the  positions  on  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac,  and  at  the  same 
time  cross  the  river  above  this  city  in  force.  I feel  confident  that  our 
present  army  in  this  vicinity  is  entirely  insufficient  for  the  emergency, 
and  it  is  deficient  in  all  the  arms  of  the  service — infantry,  artillery,  and 
cavalry.  I therefore  respectfully  and  most  earnestly  urge  that  the  gar- 
risons of  all  places  in  our  rear  be  reduced  at  once  to  the  minimum  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  hold  them,  and  that  all  the  troops  thus  made  avail- 
able be  forthwith  forwarded  to  this  city;  that  every  company  of  regular 
artillery  within  reach  be  immediately  ordered  here  to  be  mounted;  that 
every  possible  means  be  used  to- expedite  the  forwarding  of  new  regi- 
ments of  volunteers  to  this  capital  without  one  hour’s  delay.  I urge  that 
nothing  be  left  undone  to  bring  up  our  force  for  the  defense  of  this  city 
to  100,000  men,  before  attending  to  any  other  point.  I advise  that  at 
least  eight  or  ten  good  Ohio  and  Indiana  regiments  may  be  telegraphed 
for  from  Western  Virginia,  their  places  to  be  filled  at  once  by  the  new 
troops  from  the  same  States,  who  will  be  at  least  reliable  to  fight  be- 
hind the  intrenchments  which  have  been  constructed  there. 

The  vital  importance  of  rendering  Washington  at  once  perfectly  se- 
cure and  its  imminent  danger  impel  me  to  urge  these  requests  with  the 
utmost  earnestness,  and  that  not  an  hour  be  lost  in  carrying  them  into 
execution. 

A sense  of  duty  which  I cannot  resist  compels  me  to  state  that  in 
my  opinion  military  necessity  demands  that  the  Departments  of  North- 

* The  communications  following,  dated  August  8,  1861-Marcb  .3,  1862,  were  received 
too  late  for  publication  in  Vol.  V of  this  series. 
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eastern  Yirginia,  Washington,  the  Shenandoah,  Pennsylvania,  including 
Baltimore,  and  the  one  including  Fort  Monroe,  should  be  merged  into  one 
department,  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  commander  of  the  main 
army  of  operations,  and  which  should  be  known  and  designated  as  such.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLANT, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  August  9,  1861. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  I received  yesterday  from  Major-General  McClellan  a letter  of 
that  date,  to  which  I design  this  as  my  only  reply. 

Gad  Major-General  McClellan  presented  the  same  views  in  person, 
they  would  have  been  freely  entertained  and  discussed.  All  my  mili- 
tary views  and  opinions  had  been  so  presented  to  him,  without  eliciting 
much  remark,  in  our  few  meetings,  which  I have  in  vain  sought  to 
multiply.  He  has  stood  on  his  guard,  and  now  places  himself  on 
record.  Let  him  make  the  most  of  his  unenvied  advantages. 

Major-General  McClellan  has  propagated  in  high  quarters  the  idea 
expressed  in  the  letter  before  me,  that  Washington  was  not  only 
^‘insecure,”  but  in  ‘‘imminent  danger.” 

Relying  on  our  numbers,  our  forts,  and  the  Potomac  River,  I am 
confident  in  the  opposite  opinion ; and  considering  the  stream  of  new 
regiments  that  is  pouring  in  upon  us  (before  this  alarm  could  have 
reached  their  homes),  I have  not  the  slightest  apprehension  for  the 
safety  of  the  Government  here. 

Having  now  been  long  unable  to  mount  a horse,  or  to  walk  more 
than  a few  paces  at  a time,  and  consequently  being  unable  to  review 
troops,  much  less  to  direct  them  in  battle — in  short,  being  broken  down 
by  many  particular  hurts,  besides  the  general  infirmities  of  age — I feel 
that  I have  become  an  incumbrance  to  the  Army  as  well  as  to  myself, 
and  that  I ought,  giving  way  to  a younger  commander,  to  seek  the 
palliatives  of  physical  pain  and  exhaustion. 

Accordingly,  I must  beg  the  President,  at  the  earliest  moment,  to 
allow  me  to  be  placed  on  the  officers’  retired  list,  and  then  quietly  to 
lay  myself  up — probably  forever — somewhere  in  or  about  New  York. 
But,  wherever  I may  spend  my  little  remainder  of  life,  my  frequent 
and  latest  prayer  will  be,  “ God  save  the  Union.” 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  August  10, 1861. 

His  Excellency  the  President  : 

Sir  : The  letter  addressed  by  me  under  date  of  the  8th  instant  to 
Lieutenant-General  Scott,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Army,  was  designed 
to  be  a plain  and  respectful  expression  of  mj^  views  of  the  measures 
demanded  for  the  safety  of  the  Government  in  the  imminent  i)eril  that 
besets  it  at  the  present  hour.  Every  moment’s  reflection  and  every 
fact  transpiring  convinced  me  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  measures 
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there  indicated,  and  I felt  it  my  duty  to  him  and  to  the  country  to  com- 
municate them  frankly.  It  is  therefore  with  great  pain  that  I have 
learned  from  you  this  morning  that  my  views  do  not  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Lieutenant-General,  and  that  my  letter  is  unfavorably 
regarded  by  him. 

The  command  with  which  I am  intrusted  was  not  sought  by  me,  and 
has  gnly  been  accepted  from  an  earnest  and  humble  desire  to  serve  my 
country  in  the  moment  of  the  most  extreme  peril.  With  these  views  I 
am  willing  to  do  and  sufier  whatever  may  be  required  for  that  service. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  wislies  than  to  seek  any  command  or 
urge  any  measures  not  required  for  the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  and, 
above  all,  I would  abstain  from  any  conduct  that  could  give  offense  to 
General  Scott  or  embarrass  the  President  or  any  department  of  the 
Government.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  I yield  to  your  re- 
quest and  withdraw  the  letter  referred  to. 

The  Government  and  my  superior  officer  being  apprised  of  what  I 
consider  to  be  necessary  and  proper  for  the  defense  of  the  national 
capital,  I shall  strive  faithfully  and  zealously  to  employ  the  means  that 
may  be  placed  in  my  power  for  that  purpose,  dismissing  every  personal 
feeling  or  consideration,  and  praying  only  the  blessing  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence on  my  efforts. 

I will  only  add  that  as  you  requested  my  authority  to  withdraw  the 
letter,  that  authority  is  hereby  given,  with  the  most  profound  assurance 
for  General  Scott  and  yourself.* 

’ Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  August  12,  1861. 

The  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  On  the  10th  instant  I was  kindly  requested  by  the  President 
to  withdraw  my  letter  to  you  of  the  9th,  in  reply  to  one  I had  received 
from  .Major-General  McClellan  of  the  day  before  ; the  President,  at  the 
same  time,  showing  me  a letter  to  him  from  General  McClellan,  in  which, 
at  the  instance  of  the  President,  he  offered  to  withdraw  the  original 
letter  on  which  I had  animadverted. 

While  the  President  was  yet  with  me  on  that  occasion  a servant 
handed  me  a letter,  which  proved  to  be  an  unauthenticated  copy,  under 
a blank  cover,  of  the  same  letter  from  General  McC.  to  the  President. 
This  slight  was  not  without  its  influence  on  my  mind. 

The  President’s  visit,  however,  was  for  the  patriotic  purpose  of  heal- 
ing differences,  and  so  much  did  I honor  his  motive,  that  I deemed  it 
due  to  him  to  hold  his  proposition  under  consideration  for  some  little 
time. 

I deeply  regret  that,  notwithstanding  my  respect  for  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  the  President,  I cannot  withdraw  the  letter  in  question,  for 
these  reasons : 

I.  The  original  offense  given  to  me  by  Major-General  McClellan  (see 
his  letter  of  the  8th  instant)  seems  to  have  been  the  result  of  delibera- 
tion between  him  and  some  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  by  whom 
all  the  greater  war  questions  are  to  be  settled,  without  resort  to  or 
consultation  with  me,  the  nominal  General-in-Chief  of  the  Arm3\  In 
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further  proof  of  this  neglect — although  it  is  unofficially  known  that  in 
the  last  week  (or  six  clays)  many  regiments  have  arrived  and  others 
have  changed  their  positions  j some  to  a considerable  distance — not  one 
of  these  movements  has  been  reported  to  me  (or  anything  else)  by 
Major-General  McClellan  j while  it  is  believed,  and  I may  add  known, 
that  he  is  in  frequent  communication  with  portions  of  the  Cabinet  and 
on  matters  appertaining  to  me.  That  freedom  of  access  and  consulta- 
tion have,  very  naturally,  deluded  the  junior  general  into  a feeling  of 
indifference  toward  his  senior. 

2.  With  such  supports  on  his  part,  it  would  be  as  idle  for  me  as  it 
would  be  against  the  dignity  of  my  years,  to  be  filing  daily  complaints 
against  an  ambitious  junior,  who,  independent  of  the  extrinsic  advan- 
tages alluded  to,  has,  unquestionably,  very  high  qualifications  for  mili- 
tary command.  I trust  they  may  achieve  crowning  victories  in  behalf 
of  the  Union. 

3.  I have  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  9th  instant  already  said  enough 
on  the — to  others — disgusting  subject  of  my  many  physical  infirmities. 
I will  here  only  add  that,  borne  down  as  I am  by  them,  I should  una- 
voidably be  in  the  way  at  headquarters,  even  if  my  abilities  for  war 
were  now  greater  than  when  I was  young. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  December  10, 1861. 

Your  Excellency  : I inclose  the  paper  you  left  with  me,  filled  as 
you  requested.*  In  arriving  at  the  numbers  given  I have  left  the  min- 
imum number  in  garrison  and  observation. 

Information  received  recently  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy 
could  meet  us  in  front  with  equal  forces  nearly,  and  I have  now  my 
mind  actively  turned  toward  another  i)lan  of  campaign  that  I do  not 
think  at  all  anticipated  by  the  enemy  nor  by  many  of  our  own  iieople. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


[Inclosure.] 


If  it  were  determined  to  make  a forward  movement  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  without  awaiting  further  increase  of  numbers  or  better 
drill  and  discipline,  how  long  would  it  require  to  actually  get  in  mo- 
tion 

If  bridge  trains  ready  by  December  probably  25. 

After  leaving  all  that  would  be  necessary,  how  many  troops  could 
join  the  movement  from  southwest  of  the  river  ? 

Seventy-one  thousand. 

How  many  from  northeast  of  it? 

Thirty-three  thousand. 

Suppose,  then,  that  of  those  southwest  of  the  river  50,000  move  for- 
ward and  menace  the  enemy  at  Centreville.  The  remainder  of  the 
movable  force  on  that  side  move  rapidly  to  the  crossing  of  the  Occoquan 


* In  the  inclosure  the  Roman  type  indicates  President  Lincoln’s  handwriting  and 
the  Italics  General  McClellan’s. 
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by  the  road  from  Alexandria  to  Eiclimoiid,  there  to  be  joined  by  the 
whole  movable  force  from  northeast  of  the  river,  having  landed  from 
the  Potomac,  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Occoquan,  moved  by  land 
up  the  south  side  of  that  stream  to  the  crossing  i)oint  named,  then  the 
whole  move  together  by  the  road  thence  to  Brentsville  and  beyond  to 
the  railroad  just  south  of  its  crossing  of  Broad  Eun,  a strong  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  having  gone  rapidly  ahead  to  destroy  the  railroad 
bridges  south  and  north  of  the  point. 

If  the  crossing  of  the  Occoquan  by  those  from  above  be  resisted,  those 
lauding  from  the  Potomac  below  to  take  the  resisting  force  of  the  en- 
emy in  rear,  or,  if  the  landing  from  the  Potomac  be  resisted,  those  cross- 
ing the  Occoquan  from  above  to  take  that  resisting  force  in  the  rear. 
Both  points  will  probably  not  be  successfully  resisted  at  the  same  time. 

The  force  in  front  of  Centreville,  if  pressed  too  hardly,  should  fight 
back  slowly  into  the  intrenchmeuts  behind  them. 

Armed  vessels  and  transportation  should  remain  at  the  Potomac  land- 
ing to  cover  a possible  retreat. 


[Indorsement.] 

Memoranda  of  the  President  on  campaign  of  Potomac,  without  date, 
but  about  December  1,  1861;  and  letter  of  General  McClellan  dated 
December  10,  1861. 


Washington,  March  3, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Samt  Louis : 

My  Dear  Halleck  : Yours  of  the  24th  * arrived  while  I was  up  the 
river.  I went  there  to  superintend  the  passage  of  the  river  and  decide 
as  to  the  ulterior  movements  of  the  troops.  The  passage  was  a very 
difficult  one,  but  the  Engineer  troops  under  Duane  did  wonders.  I 
found  it  impossible  to  supply  a large  body  of  troops  without  first  estab- 
lishing depots  on  the  Virginia  side,  which  we  are  rapidly  doing.  So  I 
contented  myself  for  the  i)resent  with  occupying  Charlestown,  &c.,  in 
order  to  cover  the  reopening  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bail  road.  I 
have  also  occupied  Martinsburg,  and  will  to-morrow  throw  out  a strong 
force  to  Bunker  Hill.  We  are  thus  in  position  to  attack  Winchester 
as  soon  as  our  supplies  are  collected. 

I hope  to  open  the  Potomac  this  week,  provided  the  weather  permits. 
It  will  require  a movement  of  the  whole  army  in  order  to  keep  Manassas 
oft*  my  back.  I cannot  count  upon  any  eft'ective  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  Navy.  As  soon  as  I have  cleared  the  Potomac  I shall  bring 
here  the  water  transportation  now  ready  (at  least  it  will  be  in  four  or 
five  days),  and  then  move  by  detachments  of  about  55,000  men  for  the 
region  of  sandy  roads  and  short  land  transportation.  When  you  have 
asked  for  50,000  men  from  here,  my  dear  fellow,  you  have  made  one  of 
two  mistakes — either  you  have  much  overrated  my  force  or  you  have 
thought  that  I intended  to  remain  inactive  here. 

I expect  to  fight  a desperate  battle  somewhere  near  Eichmond,  the 
most  desperate  of  the  war,  for  I am  well  assured  that  the  Army  of  Ma- 
nassas remains  intact,  and  that  it  is  composed  of  the  best  armed  and 
best  disciplined  that  the  rebels  have,  with  the  prestige  of  Bull  Eun  in 
their  favor.  I have  or  expect  to  have  one  great  advantage  over  you, 
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as  the  result  of  my  long  and  tedious  labors — troops  that  will  be  demor- 
alized neither  bj^  success  nor  disaster.  I feel  that  I can  count  upon 
this  army  of  mine,  and  shall  gladly  venture  my  life  in  the  scale. 

If  you  had  been  as  long  in  command  you  would  have  had  as  good  or 
perhaps  a better  army  than  this,  of  which  I feel  very  proud,  but  that  has 
been  your  bad  luck  and  my  good  fortune.  You  have  done  all  that 
could  have  been  done  with  the  means  at  your  disposal.  The  fate  of 
war  is  yet  to  decide  whether  I shall  prove  as  skillful  as  you  have  been. 
I am  sure  that  I have  your  good  wishes  and  prayers. 

I hardly  know  what  to  say  as  to  your  proposition  about  new  grades. 
Why  change  the  European  order  in  the  military  hierarchy,  and  make 
a general  junior  to  a lieutenant-general?  I see  no  especial  reason  for  it. 

I had  determined  to  bide  my  time,  content  with  my  present  raidi  for 
the  present,  and  hoping  that  Congress  would  give  another  grade  after 
marked  success.  1 have  ever  felt  that  higher  grades  than  that  of 
major-general  are  necessary  in  so  large  an  army  as  that  we  now  have, 
but  I have  felt  great  delicacy  in  alluding  to  it.  But  very  few  weeks 
will  elapse  before  the  questio  vexata  will  be  decided.  Suppose  we  let  it 
wait  until  then  and  then  say  what  we  think.  I am  willing,  however, 
to  defer  to  your'judgmeot  in  the  matter,  and  will  do  all  I can  to  carry 
out  the  plan.  I doiiT  think  I can  do  anything  now.  I have  but  few 
friends  in  Congress.  The  Abolitionists  are  doing  their  best  to  displace 
me,  and  I shall  be  content  if  I can  keep  my  head  above  water  until  I 
am  ready  to  strike  the  final  blow.  You  have  no  idea  of  the  undying 
hate  with  which  they  pursue  me,  but  I take  no  notice  of  them,  and  try 
to  keep  Warren  Hastings’  motto  in  mind.  Mens  wqtia  in  arduis.  1 
sometimes  become  quite  angry,  but  generally  contrive  to  keep  my 
temper.  Do  write  me  fully  your  views  as  to  future  movements  in  the 
West.  I think  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  separate  Johnston  from 
Memphis  by  seizing  Decatur.  Buell  must  then  force  Chattanooga,  and 
you  can  then,  with  perfect  safety,  o])erate  on  Memphis,  &c.,  and  open 
your  communications  with  the  combined  expedition,  which  ought  to 
gain  Orleans  within  three  weeks  from  this  date.  Butler  will  have 
about  16,000  men.  The  naval  fleet  is  tremendous  in  power.  Nothing 
new  from  Sherman  j he  and  Du  Pont  are  not  on  good  terms  j they  neu- 
tralize each  other.  Burnside  is  doing  well. 

Very  sincerely,  vour  friend, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington^  March  16,  1862. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 


In  order  to  carry  out  the  proposed  object  of  the  Army,  it  has  now  be- 
come necessar^^  that  its  commander  should  have  the  entire  control  of 
afiairs  around  Fort  Monroe.  I would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
simplest  method  of  effecting  this  would  be  to  merge  the  Department  of 
Virginia  with  that  of  the  Potomac,  the  name  of  which  might  properly 
be  changed  to  that  of  the  Department  of  the  Chesapeake.  In  carrying 
this  into  eftect  I would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  present  com- 
mander of  the  Department  of  Virginia  be  assigned  to  some  other  com- 
mand. 
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General  Mansfield  can  take  temporary  charge  of  Fort  Monroe  and  its 
dependencies  until  the  army  arrives  there. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major- General, 


' Kavy  Department, 

March  17,  1862 — 12.35  p.  m. 

Commodore  Hiram  Pauldino, 

Commandant  JSfa/vy- Yard^  JYew  York : 

Send  what  gunboats  you  have  at  the  yard  to  Hampton  Eoads  at 
once. 

Answer  by  telegraph  which  they  are  and  when  they  can  sail. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department, 
March  17,  1862 — 2.45  p.  m. 

Gapt.  William  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston  : 

Send  any  gunboats  you  have  at  the  yard  to  .Hampton  Eoads  at 
once. 

Answer  by  telegraph  which  they  are  and  when  they  will  sail. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

' Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Washington^  D.  C.,  March  17,  1862.  (Sent  2.45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  McClellan, 

. Commanding  Army  of  Potomac,  Alexandria  Seminary  : 

In  connection  with  General  Barnard  I have  had  a long  conference 
with  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Fox,  as  to  naval  co-operation.  He 
promises  all  the  power  of  the  Department  shall  be  at  our  disposal.  At 
my  suggestion  he  has  told  Commodore  Goldsborough  to  confer  with 
Colonel  W^oodbury  concerning  the  plans  now  in  view. 

I have  also  asked  Mr.  Fox  to  detail  an  officer  to  have  charge  of  our 
transports,  so  that  the  landing  may  be  effected  with  as  little  confusion 
as  possible. 

A person  just  from  Hampton  Eoads  reports  nothing  new.  The  Mer- 
rimac  expected  out,  and  waited  for  with  a confident  feeling  of  ability 
to  suppress  her.  Mr.  Fox  agrees  with  me  that  [it]  is  most  probable 
she  will  make  her  next  sortie  in  all  of  this  week  and  will  be  neutralized. 

Will  Heintzelman’s  advance  division  get  off  this  afternoon  % 

lEVIN  MCDOWELL, 
Major-General,  Commanding  First  Corps. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  March  17,  1862 — 3 p.  m.  (Sent  3.15  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  Potomac,  Seminary  : 

In  view  of  all  the  First  Corps  going  together  toward  the  last  of  the 
week  and  of  its  requiring  all  the  means  of  water  transport  that  will 
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be  comiug  here,  and  that  the  embarkation  of  the  First  Corps,  with  the 
troops  accompanying  it,  will  most  effectually  organize  the  water  trans- 
ports and  get  from  him  all  that  was  proposed,  I beg  to  ask  that  Colonel 
Ingalls  be  assigned  as  the  chief  quartermaster  to  the  First  Corps.  I 
want  to  have  him  and  my  chief  of  staff  and  the  naval  officer  in  con- 
ference, to  arrange  as  to  the  transports  and  the  disembarkation  of  the 
troops. 

Can  an  inspector-general  and  a commissary  be  also  now  assigned  ? It 
will  further  matters  if  they  are. 

I learn  from  Mr.  Fox  that  there  is  a battery  where  you  supposed  one 
would  be  found.  Colonel  Cram  told  Mr.  Fox  that  he  thought  it  proba- 
ble we  would  find  Back  Bay  fortified.  Nothing  they  have  there  will 
stand  against  our  guns  afloat. 

lEVIN  MCDOWELL, 

Major- GefieraL  Commanding  First  Corps. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  March  17, 1862. 

(Received  4.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  embarking  of  Hamilton’s  division  is  progressing,  but  will  not 
be  completed  until  after  dark.  There  was  a want  of  system  through- 
out, probably  indispensable  from  a first  attempt.  I will  give  my  per- 
sonal attention  to  matters  to-night,  and  think  that  hereafter  everything 
will  go  on  very  well.  Even  to-day  there  was  very  little  confusion. 
The  troops  are  in  splendid  spirits  and  delighted  with  the  move. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Headquarters  Seminary,  Ya., 
March  17,  1862.  (Received  8.5  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

No  further  news  from  horse  transports.  I hope  j:o  perfect  arrange- 
ments in  the  morning  to  facilitate  embarkation  of*men  and  material. 
Personal  supervision  will  be  absolutely  necessary  until  a more  perfect 
system  is  introduced.  The  experience  of  to-day  will  enable  us  to  push 
things  hereafter. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  March  17,  1862.  (Sent  9.25  a.  m.) 
General  E.  V.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Army  Corps,  Fairfax  Court-House.^  Va. : 

Your  dispatch*  of  10.50  last  evening  received. 

The  general  commanding  fully  approves  the  dispositions  you  have 
made  of  Richardson’s  division,  and  he  desires  you  to  exercise  3’our  dis- 
cretion in  regard  to  advancing  Blenker’s  division  more  to  the  front.  If 
this  is  done  it  should  be  as  near  the  railroad  as  i)racticable,  in  order 
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that  it  may  be  supplied  easily.  The  general  thinks  that  if  the  enemy 
make  their  appearance  near  our  front,  and  are  not  in  large  force,  they 
should  be  driven  back. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Alexandria,  March  17.  (Eeceived  5.30  p.  m.) 
General  E.  B.  Marcy  : 

Learn  from  General  Banks  where  his  own  division  now  is  and  when 
it  will  reach  Centre vi lie.  See  Barnard  about  the  Eussian  Captain 
Wattler  as  engineer  for  Banks.  Prime  might  also  assist  in  defensive 
work  for  Manassas.  How  many  guns  and  of  what  caliber  can  Pox 
bring  to  our  assistance!  The  chief  quarter uiaster  should  be  assigned 
to  army  corps  with  least  possible  delay.  Consult  with  Kingsbury  as 
to  giving  an  ordnance  officer,  with  mechanics^  tools  and  supply  train,  to 
each  army  corps,  he  himself  merely  to  take  the  general  direction  of 
them  all,  without  being  encumbered  himself  either  by  men  or  material. 
Inform  me  what  he  thinks  of  this. 

Does  Banks  understand  that  Shields  is  to  hold  with  his  whole  force 
the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  at  least  to  Strasburg,  until  Manassas 
Gap  Eailway  is  completed  and  in  operation  ! 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK. 


Washington,  March  17,  1862 — 6.30  p.  m. 

(Sent  8.10  p.  m.) 

General  George  B.  McClellan, 

Alexandria^  Ya. : 

I gave  General  Banks  his  instructions  this  morning,  and  he  has  left 
to  hurry  off  his  division  to  Centreville.  He  was  directed  to  leave  one 
brigade  of  Shields’  division  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  but  I 
will  order  him  to  retain  the  entire  division  until  the  Manassas  Gap 
Eailroad  is  completed. 

He  did  uot  know  when  his  division  would  get  off*,  but  he  will  hurry 
it,  and  says  they  will  be  three  days  cn  route.  He  has  to  take  a part  of 
his  wagons  from  Sedgwick,  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  I should  not  think 
he  would  get  his  division  to  Centreville  in  less  time  than  six  days.  I 
will  at  once  give  him  specific  instructions  to  have  Shields  guard  the 
valley  of  the  Shenandoah  till  the  Manassas  Gap  Eailroad  is  finished. 

I have  sent  for  General  Barnard  and  Colonel  Kingsbury,  and  will 
attend  to  your  other  instructions  as  soon  as  I can  see  them. 

I have  telegraphed  General  Banks  to  know  at  yhat  time  his  division 
will  reach  Centreville. 

I have  just  learned  that  General  Van  Vliet  and  Colonel  Kingsbury 
have  both  gone  to  Alexandria. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Seminary^  March  17,  1862 — 11.45  i).  m. 
The  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Army  Corps  will  at  once  be  con- 
centrated on  their  divisions  nearest  Alexandria,  and  the  commanders  of 
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these  army  corps  will  at  once  establish  their  headquarters  with  their 
troops.  The  Headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  being  in  the 
field,  no  general  officer  will  leave  his  command  without  permission  from 
these  headquarters.  The  perfection  of  the  new  organization  renders  it 
necessary  to  conform  to  this  order  without  delay. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major -Geiieral^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Seminary^  March  17,  1862 — 11.50  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sumner  : 

Until  further  orders  suspend  execution  of  telegraphic  order  sent 
herewith  in  regard  to  concentration  of  army  corps  near  Alexandria. 
Your  two  divisions  now  with  you  will  remain  under  previous  orders  for 
the  present,  but  will  promptly  be  relieved.  Sedgwick^s  division  will 
proceed  to  this  vicinity  under  orders  from  these  headquarters.  Com- 
municate fully  and  frequently. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding. 

(Copy  to  Secretary  of  War.) 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  17,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya. : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  General  McClellan,  commanding  the 
Department  of  the  Potomac,  to  inform  you  that  General  Hamilton’s 
division  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  sail  for  Fort  Monroe,  where  it 
will  await  further  orders  from  General  McClellan. 

General  Hamilton  has  been  directed,  in  the  event  of  your  requiring 
the  services  of  his  division  for  repelling  an  attack,  to  obey  all  orders 
coming  from  you  and  to  use  his  utmost  efforts  to  carry  out  your  views. 

General  McClellan  telegraphed  to  you  yesterday  informing  you  that 
General  Hamilton’s  division  would  sail  to-day. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  17,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 

To  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  16th,  by  telegram, 
just  received,  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  I reply  that  I have  already  communicated 
to  him  and  yourself  ‘‘all  the  information  I have  regarding  the  strength 
and  disposition  of  the  enemy’s  forces  between  Yorktown  and  James 
Eiver.”  I repeat,  about  ten  days  ago  I received  what  was  considered 
reliable  information  that  jMagruder  had  between  Gloucester  (opposite 
to  Yorktown)  and  James  Eiver  from  15,000  to  18,000  men,  and  at  Nor- 
folk and  the  surrounding  country  about  18,000. 
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Within  tlie  last  two  clays  there  have  been  movements  the  design  of 
which  I have  not  been  able  to  penetrate.  Day  before  yesterday  it  was 
reported  that  they  brolce  up  a ten-gun  battery  on  Poquosin  and  Cheese- 
man’s  Creeks. 

I have  sent  out  reconnoitering  parties  to  ascertain  if  possible  what 
the  enemy  is  doing  or  intends  to  do. 

JOHK  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  83.  j Near  Alexandria  Seminary^  Va.,  March  17,  1862. 
##*#**# 

III.  Col.  Dixon  S.  Miles,  Second  Infantry,  commanding  Eailway 
Brigade,  will  report  his  command  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  command- 
ing at  Baltimore,  but  may  receive  his  instructions  with  regard  to  that 
portion  of  the  railway  lying  within  the  geograjihical  limits  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  from  Brig.  Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth,  military  gov- 
ernor of  that  District. 

*#**### 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

E.  B.  lEWIN, 

Captain.,  Aide  de-Camp,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  83.  1 Near  Alexandria  Seminary,  March  17,  1862. 

Supplementary. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Wadsworth  having  been  assigned  to  duty,  by  the 
direction  of  the  President,  as  military  governor  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, will,  besides  the  military  command  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
assume  the  charge  of  the  defenses^north  and  south  of  the  Potomac  in 
the  vicinity  of  Washington. 

The  limits  of  his  command  will  embrace  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
city  of  Alexandria,  the  ground  in  front  of  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  de- 
fensive works  south  of  the  Potomac  from  the  Occoquan  to  Difficult 
Creek,  and  the  post  of  Fort  Washington.  He  will  have  charge  of  the 
provisional  brigades,  composed  of  new  troops  arriving  in  Washington, 
and  will  exercise  supervision  over  the  troops  in  the  city. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  18,  1862 — 9.40  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Ordered  that,  in  recognition  of  faithful  service  by  a distinguished  and 
gallant  officer,  the  name  of  the  fort  on  the  ri[)raps  be  clianged  from 
Fort  Calhoun  to  Fort  Wool,  by  which  name  it  sliall  hereafter  be  known 
and  designated. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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War  Department, 
March  18,  1862 — 10.20  a m. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Fort  Monroe : 

Sir  : The  prospective  operations  of  the  portion  of  the  army  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  General  McClellan  may  possibly  extend  over 
some  part  of  the  district  within  your  command  under  existing  orders. 

If  such  should  be  the  ji^ase,  it  is  the  Presidents  desire  that  the  effi- 
ciency of  his  action  should  not  be  put  to  hazard  by  a technical  adher- 
ence to  the  strict  letter  defining  your  geographical  command,  and  you 
are  therefore  requested,  should  the  case  occur,  to  waive  the  exercise  of 
your  authority  temporarily  in  his  favor. 

The  President  does  not  doubt  your  recognition  of  the  necessity  for 
these  instructions,  and  confidently  trusts  in  your  patriotism  to  give 
effect  to  them. 

Truly,  yours, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Fort  Monroe, 

March  18,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I had  the  honor  but  a moment  since  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  this 
date.  • 

In  repljq  I assure  both  you  and  the  President  that  no  technicalities 
nor  geographical  lines  will  prevent  me  from  assisting  Major-General 
IMcClellan  or  any  other  general  officer  to  the  extent  of  my  power  and 
ability  to  execute  to  the  fullest  extent  any  plan  or  military  operations 
authorized  by  either  yon  or  the  President.  To  show  that  my  character 
had  not  been  misjudged,  before  receiving  your  dispatch  I had  given 
01  ders  to  my  staff  to  render  every  assistance  to  facilitate  the  movements 
and  operations  of  General  McClellan. 

JOHN  E WOOL, 

Major-General. 


Alexandria,  Va., 

March  18,  1862 — 12.45  ]).  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

One  division  of  Heintzel man’s  army  is  on  board  and  vessels  getting 
under  way.  In  half  an  hour  all  will  be  off.  Transports  have  arrived 
slowly.  There  were  not  enough  last  night  to  complete  embarkation 
of  this  division.  Other  vessels  now  arriving,  and  McDowell’s  army 
will  be  put  in  motion  as  soon  as  sufficient  number  of  vessels  are  here 
to  make  commencement.  General  IMcClellan  and  his  officers  have  vis- 
ited all  the  landings  this  morning,  and  are  now  preparing  a general 
plan  for  S])eedy  movements  of  trooi)S.  Has  IMr.  Tucker  secured  vessels 
enough  to  move  this  large  force,  with  its  artillery  and  cavalry?  I will 
be  at  office  about  2 o’clock,  and  leave  for  Baltimore  at  2.30.  The  men 
are  in  fine  order,  and  not  in  the  demoralized  condition  tliat  was  reported 
yesterday. 


THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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Washington,  March  18, 1862. 

(Sent  12.55  p.  m.) 

General  McClellan,  Semhiary,  Ya. : 

Captain  Eodgers  lias  been  assigned  to  conduct  the  flotilla,  and  he  is 
now  consulting  with  General  McDowell.  I beg  to  suggest  that  I think 
McDowell’s  presence  here  to-day  is  important.  Shall  he  remain  till 
to-morrow 

Casey’s  division  is  encamped  around  Washington;  several  of  his 
regiments  new.  Will  he  be  permitted  to  remain  as  he  is  till  further 
orders 

I have  assigned  Patrick  to  King’s  division ; there  was  but  one  before. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff, 


Alexandria,  March  18, 1862 — 1.15  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Hamilton’s  division  is  fairly  under  way.  I would  be  glad  to  have 
two  or  three  naval  officers  assigned  to  me  for  temporary  duty.  Any 
disposable  should  report  to  me  here  at  once.  The  worst  is  over.  Eely 
upon  it  that  I will  carry  this  thing  through  handsomely. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-  General. 


Alexandria,  March  18,  1862 — 1.40  p.  m. 

General  E.  B.  Marcy: 

Ask  McDowell  if  he  had  not  better  nominally  establish  his  headquar- 
ters on  this  side  and  have  some  of  his  staff  here.  Use  your  own  dis- 
cretion as  to  his  presence  in  Washington.  As  things  now  are  I desire  no 
relief  or  respite  from  the  army  corps  organization.  I still  have  to  work 
with  divisions.  It  is  not  exactly  right  that  the  whole  labor  should  be 
thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  General-in-Chief.  At  such  a time 
as  this  I need  all  the  assistance  that  the  corps  organization  can  give 
me,  for  I am  now  constantly  obliged  to  tread  on  the  heels  of  corps  com- 
manders by  acting  directly  with  divisions.  I wish  to  see  Captain 
Eodgers  at  once.  He  can  do  more  good  here  than  in  Washington,  and 
should  consult  with  me  immediately.  If  Patrick’s  order  is  not  pub- 
lished, had  you  not  better  assign  him  to  Eichardson’s  old  division?  I 
leave  that  to  you.  Heintzelman  would  like  to  have  him.  Try  to  get 
Van  Eensselaer  also  assigned  to  this  army.  Let  Sacket  remain  at  Head- 
quarters as  Inspector-General  of  the  Army.  Cannot  General  Thomas 
give  me  two  more  inspectors,  so  that  I can  have  one  to  each  corps  be- 
sides Sacket  ? Would  be  glad  to  have  Buchanan. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-General, 


Alexandria,  Ya.,  March  18,  1862 — 1.50  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Please  have  McCallum  provide  engines  and  cars  sufficient  to  trans- 
port supplies  only  for  an  army  of  130,000  men,  including  20,000  horses, 
over  the  West  Point  and  Eichmond  Eailway.  The  road  is  about  28 
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miles  long.  The  only  trouble  at  present  is  in  regard  to  horse  trans- 
ports. If  [they]  shall  arrive  promptly  we  shall  have  rapid  and  glorious 
results. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


March  18,  1862.  (Sent  2.50  p.  m.) 

General  Hooker: 

Have  you  the  meaus  of  transportation,  and  can  you  cross  at  Hook’s 
[Budd’s]  Ferry,  to  turn  the  batteries  at  Aquia  Creek  and  force  the  enemy 
to  burn  the  bridges  across  the  Eappahannock  ? If  you  have,  please 
cross  at  once,  and  drive  them  acro§s.  This  is  dependent  on  Cominaiuh.T 
Wyman  giving  you  something  to  cover  the  landing. 

Let  me  know  what  vessels  he  has. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Buhd’s  Ferry,  March  18,  1862. 

General  Heintzelman  : 

I have  canal-boats  enough  to  cross  my  infantry  force  without  trans- 
portation or  supplies,  but  no  tugs.  Will  see  if  I can  find  and  com- 
municate with  Captain  Wyman,  and  see  what  he  can  do  for  me.  Caii 
do  what  you  propose  if  I can  be  set  across  this  infernal  river. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  18,  1862 — 6 p.m. 

(Sent  6.36  p.  m.) 

General  J.  Hooker,  BudWs  Ferry  : 

Your  dispatch  to  General  Heintzelman  has  been  received. 

If  you  find  after  communicating  with  Captain  Wyman  that  you  can 
cross  two  brigades  of  your  division,  with  one  hght  l)attery  and  some 
cavalry,  you  are  authorized  to  move  on  to  Aquia  Creek,  and  if  you  find 
you  can  with  safety  do  so,  you  will  proceed  on  to  the  Rappahannock 
River,  when  the  enemy  will  probably  destroy  the  bridge. 

Proceed  with  caution  and  feel  your  way  as  you  advance. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


March  18,  1862 — 7 p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Marcy  : 

I have  not  yet  heard  a syllable  from  Captain  Wyman,  nor  is  there  a 
tug  in  sight.  My  cavalry,  with  the  exception  of  one  comp  :ny,  are  now 
stationed  along  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  Chesapeake,  and  Patuxent 
Rivers  more  than  100  miles.  Cannot  they  be  ordered  in.  If  I move  to- 
night with  two  brigades  it  will  be  without  baggage,  except  blankets 
and  haversacks. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division, 
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Seminary,  March  18,  18G2 — 8.45  p.  m. 

Hon.  John  Tucker, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

I desired  to  see  you  in  order  to  be  sure  that  the  best  possible  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  rapid  and  orderly  embarkation  of  the  troops,, 
and  that  everything  has  been  done  to  insure  the  prompt  arrival  of  the 
schooners.  If  you  have  seen  Ingalls  I presume  you  have  arranged 
everything.  I will  telegraph  you  in  the  morning  if  it  seems  advisable- 
or  necessary  for  you  to  come  down.  Anxious  as  I am  to  expedite  this, 
very  important  matter,  I should  be  glad  to  have  frequently  the  benefit, 
of  your  advice. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAX, 

3fajor- General. 


Washington,  3Iareh  18,  1862. 

(Sent  9.50  p.  m.) 

General  J.  Hooker,  BudWs  Ferry : 

Your  dispatch  of  7 p.  m.  to-day  received. 

You  can  order  back  to  your  assistance,  in  making  the  movement 
spoken  of  in  my  last  dispatch,  two  companies  of  cavalry. 

Should  you  make  the  reconnaissance  and  not  be  successful  our  trans- 
ports are  sufficient  to  give  you  immediate  aid. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  3Iarch  18, 1862 — 11.40  p.  m. 
General  J.  Hooker,  Buddh  Ferry : 

As  it  appears  that  Aquia  is  deserted  by  the  rebels  and  the  batteries 
abandoned,  I would  advise  that  you  postpone  your  movement  until  to- 
morrow, when  you  will  have  time  to  learn  more  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  and  I,  in  the  mean  time,  can  consult  further  with  the  com- 
manding general.  I will  advise  you  as  soon  as  I hear  from  him  in  the 
morning.  Do  not  look  upon  this  as  an  order,  however,  if  you  deem  it 
expedient  to  cross  the  river  at  any  time. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Eort  Monroe,  Ya.,  via  boat,  March  19  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I acknowledge  your  two  dispatches  received  last  evening.  The  second, 
as  unexpected  as  it  is  grateful  to  my  feelings,  will  be  acknowledged  by 
mail.  All  is  quiet,  and  from  appearances  the  enemy  are  antici])ating 
the  expedition  now  preparing  for  this  place  to  be  intended  for  an 
attack  on  ilorfolk,  and  consequently  troops  are  concentrating  at  and 
near  that  place.  SewelFs  Point  is  being  re-enforced,  and  new  batteries 
are  being  erected  between  that  point  and  Lambert’s  ]?oint,  at  the  mouth 
of  Elizabeth  Eiver.  Stores  of  every  description  are  arriving. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

3[ajor- General. 
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Seminary,  Ya.,  March  19, 18G2— 11.55  a.  m. 

General  Wool: 

• The  First  Division  of  Heintzelmaifs  corps  left  here  yesterday  about  1 
p.  m.  in  steamers  for  Fort  .Monroe.  It  is  important  that  thej’  should 
be  disembarked  as  rapidly  as  possible,  that  steamers  may  at  once  return 
for  other  troops.  General  Barnard  goes  down  to-day.  Cannot  a boat 
run  to  telegraph  station  every  hour  or  so  ? 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAI^, 

Major-General. 


Seminary,  March  19,  1862 — 11.20  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

(Secretary  of  War: 

I think  we  have  now  well  systematized  the  arrangements  for  embarka- 
tion. The  troops  in  splendid  spirits.  Please  have  an  immediate  de- 
cision upon  the  letter  which  will  reach  you  to-morrow  morning  in  regard 
to  co-o[)eration  of  the  Kavy.*  That  matter  is  very  important.  There 
will  be  a review  of  two  divisions  of  First  Corps  here  to-morrow  at  2 p.  m. 
All  goes  well. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Alexandria : 


March  19,  1862. 


In  order  to  determine  the  precise  co-operation  you  want  with  the  Navy 
the  President  will  goimmediatelj'  to  Alexandria,  and  desires  you  to  meet 
him  at  the  wharf. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Seminary,  March  19,  1862 — 12  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  transfer  of  the  large  force  under  way  and  under  orders  for  the 
Peninsulabetween  James  and  York  Eivers  at  and  above  Fort  Monroe  will 
render  available  for  active  offensive  operations  the  greater  part  of  the 
troops  now  under  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Wool,  who  have 
hitherto  been  on  the  defensive.  We  cannot  dispense  with  this  force,  and 
to  render  it  available  I have  to  request  that  such  orders  may  issue  as 
shall  place  it  at  my  disposal  and  shall  enable  me  now  to  have  it  formed 
into  a division,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield. 

In  this  connection  I beg  to  submit  that,  being  the  senior  major-gen- 
eral commanding  the  Army,  whenev^er  the  forces  now  under  1113’  imme- 
diate command  come  in  contact  with  those  of  other  generals  I should 
have  command  of  the  whole. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 

* This  reference  is  to  McClellan’s  notes  on  proposed  operations  quoted  in  his  report. 
See  Series  I,  Vol.  V,  p.  57. 
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Headquarters,  Seminary^  March  19, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool  : 

1 have  seen  your  dispatch*  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  beg  to  thank 
you  for  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  couched. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAIN, 

Major-General, 

(Copy  to  the  Secretary  of  War.) 


Headquarters,  March  19, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Hooker  : 

General  McClellan  desires  to  be  informed  at  once  what  the  last  news 
is  from  Aquia  Creek  and  Fredericksburg. 

A.  Y.  COLBHKN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Hooker^s  Division, 

Camp  Baker ^ Lower  Potomac^  Md.^  March  19,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams: 

Please  say  to  the  major-general  commanding  that  I have  no  advices 
from  Aquia  or  Fredericksburg  later  than  those  forwarded  last  night.  I 
shall  have  further  information  to-night,  at  least  I should  have.  Tell 
the  general  that  with  two  brigades  and  a battery  I feel  very  confident 
that  I can  overcome  any  opposition  the  rebels  may  present  on  this  side 
of  the  Eappahannock,  if  it  should  not  disappear  of  itself,  which  I think 
the  most  probable.  An  advance  of  a small  force  in  that  direction  will 
be  considered  by  the  enemy  as  the  head  of  a formidable  column,  for  it 
is  natural  for  them  to  look  for  an  invasion  from  that  direction.  It  is 
not  their  intention  to  make  a stand  on  this  side  of  the  Eappahannock. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier -General  j Commanding  Division. 


March  19,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Maroy: 

The  bridges  are  all  standing  at  Aquia  Creek  and  guarded.  Two 
northern  men  have  arrived  at  Liverpool  Point  from  Fredericksburg 
yesterday.  They  represent  large  numbers  of  troops  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fredericksburg.  They  have  been  using  the  batteries  at  Aquia  to-day. 
We  can  take  possession  of  the  bridges,  if  you  desire,  between  this  and 
morning,  with  the  aid  of  the  Stepping  Stones.  My  negro  spies  are  not 
in,  but  this  information  is  reliable. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier -General^  Commanding  Division. 


Budd’s  Ferry,  March  19, 1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy: 

I have  now  two  steamers  at  my  disposal.  Shall  I embark  two  bri- 


’^See  Wool  to  Stanton,  March  18,  p.  14. 
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gacles,  and  what  shall  1 do  with  them  when  the  bridges  are  burned  ? I 
am  totally  in  the  dark  as  to  my  future,  as  the  bridges  will  be  destroyed 
the  moment  I threaten  them,  if  not  before. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


March  19,  1862 — 1 j).  m.  (Sent  2.25  p.  m.) 
General  Hooker,  BudWs  Ferry: 

The  sole  object  of  your  movement  would  [be]  to  force  the  enemy  to 
destroy  his  bridges  at  Fredericksburg.  From  accounts  received  last 
night  from  Wyman  as  to  strength  I think  two  brigades  very  weak  for 
the  purpose.  When  I hear  from  you  in  answer  to  message  sent  a few 
minutes  ago  as  to  position  of  rebels  I can  decide  definitely;  meantime 
await  further  orders. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  March  19, 1862. 

(Sent  10.24  a.  m.) 

General  George  B.  McClellan,  Seminary.^  Ya. : 

In  accordance  with  your  understanding  with  General  Heintzelman 
yesterday  morning,  I directed  General  Hooker  to  cross  two  brigades  of 
his  division,  a squadron  of  cavalry,  and  a light  battery,  and  drive  the 
rebels,  which  he  said  were  still  at  their  batteries  at  Aquia,  toward 
Fredericksburg ; but  upon  the  receipt  of  a dispatch  from  him  last  night, 
stating  that  Aquia  depot  and  the  batteries  had,  according  to  the  re- 
l)ort  of  three  deserters,  been  abandoned  and  the  troops  withdrawn,  I ad- 
vised him  to  postpone  his  movement  until  to-day,  when  he  could  prob- 
ably learn  more  about  it.  I told  him,  however,  not  to  look  upon  this 
as  an  order,  provided  he  at  any  time  considered  it  expedient  to  go 
ahead. 

He  asks,  Shall  I move  camp  permanently?”  which  I suppose  means 
will  he  cross  and  remain  permanently  on  the  other  side.  I will  let  him 
know  your  wishes  as  soon  as  I get  your  answer. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff'. 


Headquarters,  Seminary,  March  19, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Marcy  : 

Direct  Hooker  not  to  move  until  further  orders. 

By  order : 

A.  V.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Eichardson^s  Division, 

Manassas,  March  19,  1862. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner: 

Dear  Sir:  A reconnaissance  this  morning  shows  that  the  bayonets 
spoken  of  yesterday  in  my  dispatch  were  from  General  Banks’  column. 
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some  8 miles  above  us,  and  on  the  other  side  of  BullEunj  that  is,  west 
of  Centreville. 

I have  some  information  as  to  the  position  of  General  Jackson.  He  is 
northwest  of  Manassas  Gap  25  miles,  and  southwest  of  Winchester,  at  a 
place  called  New  Market,  in  what  is  called  the  Valley  of  the  Blue 
Bidge ; has  35,000  men  and  three  batteries.  The  infantry  force  at  War- 
renton  Junction  is  5,000  men  and  one  regiment  of  Stuart’s  cavalry  in 
advance  3 miles.  At  the  Eappahannock  Bridge  they  have  some  50,000 
men.  They  are  falling  back  since  Friday  last  toward  Fredericksburg. 
The  bridge  is  not  yet  broken  down  but  is  mined,  and  they  appear  to 
be  throwing  up  a small  bridge-head  in  rear  on  the  heights.  We  have 
all  this  information  from  different  intelligent  persons,  both  white  and 
black. 

Yours,  truly, 

I.  B.  EIOHAEDSOH, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division, 


[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Fairfax  Court- Rouse^  March  19,  1862. 
Sir  : I have  just  received  this  report,  and  respectfully  forward  it  to 
the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  I think  that  the  in- 
formers have  overstated  the  numbers  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  Y.  SUMNEE, 


Brigadier- General,  TJ.  8,  Army,  Commanding, 


Fort  Monroe,  March  19, 1862. 

(Eeceived  7.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Matters  all  right  here  and  will  work  well.  The  forces  can  be  landed 
rapidly,  but  none  have  arrived  up  to  1 o’clock  j).  m.  If  the  general  com- 
manding decides  to  send  all  to  this  point  that  fact  should  be  commu- 
nicated in  order  to  provide  locations  for  them.  Will  you  please  ascer- 
tain and  advise  me  ? 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


' March  19  [1862] — 9.45  p.  m.  • 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Arrangements  should  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  a large  force 
[at  Fortress  Monroe,  so  as  to  be  ready  if  General  McClellan  should  make 
that  his  point.  I have  requested  him  to  give  you  instructions. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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The  Seminary,  near  Alexandria,  Ya., 

March  19, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  the  Army  of  the  PotomaCy  near  Alexandria^  Ya.: 

General  : On  the  16th  instant  I received  from  General  Barnard  an 
order  to  repair  immediately  to  Fort  Monroe.  At  the  same  time  I 
received  at  your  headquarters  in  Washington,  from  yourself.  General 
McDowell,  and  General  Barnard,  verbal  instructions  for  my  guidance, 
providing,  among  other  things,  that  I should  make  no  reconnaissance 
in  person  of  the  landings  on  York  Eiver,  lest  the  enemy  thereby  might 
receive  intimations  of  intended  movements. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I have  now  the  honor  to  make  a brief 
report,  premising  that  I am  indebted  to  Colonel  Cram  and  General 
Mansfield  for  almost  all  the  information  I obtained.  In  the  presence 
of  Colonel  Cram  I examined  some  intelligent  negroes,  who  corrobo- 
rated information  which  he  had  previously  received.  A iiretended 
deserter  from  our  ranks,  sent  out  by  General  Wool  several  months  ago, 
has  recently  returned,  a real  deserter  from  the  enemy,  with  precise  in- 
formation of  the  rebel  works  between  York  and  James  Bivers.  This 
information  is  laid  down  on  the  maps,  three  in  number,  herewith  in- 
closed,* and  all  furnished  by  Colonel  Cram — two  copied  in  his  office,  one 
in  the  office  of  Captain  Stewart,  of  the  Engineers. 

The  first  landing  or  landings  on  York  River  are  on  Back  River. 
Pontoon-boats  at  high  water  can  go  well  up  the  northwestern  branch, 
lierhaps  as  far  as  Big  Bethel,  but  if  the  enemy  is  disposed  to  make  an 
obstinate  stand  behind  this  stream,  such  a movement  of  pontoons  would 
be  perilous,  if  not  impossible.  This  line  of  defense  would  be  turned 
with  apparent  ease  by  a movement  from  Newport  News  along  the 
direct  road  which  heads  the  stream  in  question.  On  this  matter,  how- 
ever, more  information  is  desirable. 

Tlie  next  landing,  and  the  best  as  a mere  landing,  is  at  Shix)  Point, 
on  Poquosin  River — a regular  wood  landing,  with  12  feet  of  water. 
Here  the  enemy  have  had  a strong  battery,  some  ten  guns,  but  it  is 
reported  have  recently  evacuated  it — for  what  reason  it  is  hard  to  con- 
jecture, unless  they  intend  or  did  intend  to  evacuate  Yorktown.  The 
road  from  this  landing  leads  through  woods  to  the  Hampton  and  York- 
town roads. 

The  interior  battery  at  the  head  of  Goose  Creek,  between  that  creek 
and  a branch  of  Back  Creek,  indicates  an  apprehension  that  we  may 
land  on  the  little  peninsula,  which  is  nearly  closed  at  that  battery,  and 
negroes  informed  us  that  pontoon -boats  could  land  on  Cheeseman’s 
Creek,  a mile  or  more  above  Ship  Point  Battery. 

The  best  landing  for  our  purposes,  in  the  opinion  of  Commodore 
Goldsborough  and  Colonel  Cram  and  others,  is  the  one  considered  in 
your  office  on  the  16th  instant,  namely,  the  right  bank  of  York  River, 
between  Wormley’s  Creek,  about  2 miles  from  Yorktown,  and  a little 
inlet  about  3J  miles  from  Yorktown.  So  far  as  we  can  learn  there  are 
no  batteries  on  this  part  of  the  river.  Gunboats  a half  mile  from  the 
shore  or  less  can  protect  the  landing.  The  land,  elevated  some  20  or  30 
feet  above  the  river,  is  cultivated,  and  without  natural  obstacles  some 
half  mile  or  more  back  from  the  river.  The  little  peninsula  between 
Back  Creek,  Back  Bay,  York  River,  and  the  little  inlet  just  mentioned 
will  apparently  furnish  an  impregnable  position  for  the  landed  forces 
should  they  be  forced  back  by  sux)erior  numbers.  Pontoon-boats,  ac- 
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cording  to  information  furnished  by  the  negroes,  will  ground  along  the 
shore  on  hard  sand.  The  bluff  banks  are  not  too  steep  for  infantry. 
At  the  little  inlet  3f  miles  from  Yorktown  the  landing  will  apparentl.y 
be  protected  from  any  batteries  between  Yorktown  and  Wormley’s 
Creek,  and  more  particularly  from  two  batteries  of  two  Dahlgren  guns, 
each  said  to  be  masked,  2 miles  from  Yorktown,  and  therefore  near  the 
mouth  of  that  creek.  Finally,  the  road  from  this  landing  turns  all  the 
enemy ^s  defenses  on  the  Hampton  and  Yorktown  roads  up  to  a point  4 
miles  from  Yorktown. 

The  roads  from  Hampton  and  from  ^^ewport  Kews  to  Yorktown  pass 
through  alternations  of  woods  and  open  fields,  with  woods  sometimes 
on  one  side  and  oi^en  fields  on  the  other,  and  with  occasional  defensive 
lines  of  considerable  natural  strength.  Should  the  enemy  occupy  these 
roads  and  positions  in  force,  a rapid  advance  by  the  direct  roads  would 
be  difficult,  and  attended  with  much  loss  of  life ; but  by  extending 
our  flanks  considerably  we  shall  naturally  find  some  places  of  easy 
approach,  by  which  all  the  natural  defenses  will  be  turned.  Consider- 
able road  and  bridge  making  would  be  essential  to  safe  and  sure  oper- 
ations. The  enemy  now  holds  Big  Bethel,  where  the  first  serious 
resistance  on  the  road  from  Hampton  will  be  encountered.  Northwest 
Branch,  Deep  Creek,  and  the  narrow  divide  between  the  two  furnish  a 
strong,  continuous"  defensive  line  against  rapid  approaches — no  serious 
obstacle,  I think,  against  slow  and  careful  approaches. 

The  works  of  the  enem.y  at  Walks  Creek  seem  to  be  built  mainly  or 
altogether  to  prevent  our  landing  at  that  point.  A similar  remark  may 
be  made  of  the  works  between  l)eep  Creek  and  Warwick  River. 

Warwick  River,  near  its  mouth,  has,  it  is  reported,  been  obstructed 
by  the  rebels.  I have  nothing  to  add  to  the  information  furnished  by 
the  map  as  to  the  works  of  the  enemy  between  Hampton  or  Newport 
News  and  Yorktown.  It  will  be  noticed  that  one  or  two  small  batteries 
are  found  wherever  a road  from  York  River  side  joins  the  main  roiid 
from  Hampton,  while  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  roads  which  come  in 
from  the  James  River  side.  Still  these  roads  seem  to  turn  the  positions 
of  the  enemy  equally  well.  According  to  the  maj)  there  are  no  pre- 
pared works  beyond  Deep  Creek  to  prevent  a march  from  Newport 
News  by  way  of  the  Court-House  and  the  head  of  Warwick  River  to  a 
position  entirely  above  Yorktown.  The  last  natural  line  of  the  enemy — 
a branch  of  Warwick  River,  a branch  of  Wormley’s  Creek,  and  the 
divide  between  the  two,  where  the  last  batteries  are  seen  on  the  Hamp- 
ton and  Yorktown  road,  about  miles  from  the  latter  place — unfor- 
tunately is  not  turned  by  the  landing  below  Wormley’s  Creek,  and 
this  fact  suggests  the  want  of  other  means  of  turning  the  works  of 
the  enemy  entirely  above  Yorktown,  and  if  possible  above  Williams- 
burg. 

At  Williamsburg,  12  miles  above  Yorktown,  the  enemy  have  fortified 
to  some  extent  another  natural  line.  On  the  right  of  the  road,  1 mile 
below  Williamsburg,  there  is  Fort  Magruder,  a square  redoubt  with 
two  mounted  guns ; on  the  left  of  the  road  two  square  redoubts  with- 
out mounted  guns. 

Commodore  GoldsborougU  expressed  his  desire  to  co-operate  in  every 
way  and  his  decided  belief  that  the  enterprise  would  be  successful. 
He  had  secured  twelve  pilots  when  I left,  and  can  doubtless  find  as 
many  more  as  may  be  necessary.  He  thinks  he  can  protect  a landing, 
and  said  something  about  running  a gunboat  or  two  by  Yorktown  in 
the  night,  but  did  not  seem  entirely  willing  to  undertake  that  maneu- 
ver. There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  at  Fort  Monroe  all  the 
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guides  necessary  for  an  onward  march  from  Hampton  and  Newport 
News. 

Miscellaneous  information  obtained  in  part  through  General  Mans- 
field from  the  deserter  or  spy  already  mentioned  : The  steamboat  Peck 
runs  from  Grove’s  Wharf,  on  James  Kiver,  opposite  Williamsburg,  to 
Richmond,  leaving  the  former  place  every  day  at  5 j).  m.  There  is  a 
battery  of  ten  guns  at  Grove’s  Wharf.  On  James  River,  21  miles  above 
Williamsburg,  there  is  a battery  of  thirty-two  large  guns.  At  War- 
wick there  is  a battery  of  seven  guns  half  a mile  above  the  Court-House. 
This  battery  is  not  represented  on  the  map,  and  I cannot  make  out  its 
exact  situation.  The  steamer  Logan  leaves  Yorktown  daily  at  5 p.  m. 
for  West  Point.  There  is  a telegraph  from  Big  Bethel  to  Richmond. 
Pourteen  columbiads  are  mounted  at  Gloucester.  Twenty-four  guns  in 
all,  according  to  Mansfield,  twenty-seven  according  to  Cram,  are 
mounted  in  the  fortifications  immediately  around  Yorktown.  To  these 
would  probably  be  added  the  guns  withdrawn  from  outside  batteries. 

Respectfully, 

D.  P.  WOODBURY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Aide-de-Gamp, 


War  Department,  March  20, 1862 — 9.20  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan  : 

Your  dispatch,  dated  Seminary,  12  o’clock  last  night,  asking  authority 
to  organize  a division  from  the  troops  at  Fort  Monroe,  for  the  opera- 
tions under  your  immediate  direction,  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
General  Mansfield,  has  been  received,  and  your  request  is  approved,  of 
which  General  Wool  will  be  advised.  General  Wool  has  already,  in  a 
most  becoming  spirit,  manifested  a disposition  to  waive  all  technicali- 
ties in  your  favor,  and  you  will  encounter  no  obstacle  from  him.  I am 
rejoiced  to  learn  that  everything  goes  on  to  your  satisfaction,  and  no 
effort  of  the  Department  will  be  spared  to  insure  your  success. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Seminary,  Va.,  March  20,  1862 — 12.55  p.  m. 

(Received  March  20,  1862 — 1.40  j).  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Have  you  received  my  letter*  in  regard  to  co-operation  of  Navy  ? If 
»o,  please  see  the  President  at  once  and  telegraph  the  reply.  On  your 
reply  much  depends,  for,  as  you  will  see  from  my  letter,  1 have  now  to 
choose  at  once  between  the  two  methods  of  accomplishing  our  object. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLxVN, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  20,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan,  , 

Commanding  Army  of  Potomac^  Headquarters^  Seminary  : 

Nothing  decisive  at  the  President’s.  The  plan  seemed  to  find  favor 
with  all  who  spoke.  The  only  question  seemed  to  be  as  to  the  ability 
of  the  Navy  to  do  their  part.  I am  to  go  again  in  the  morning,  when 


See  Series  I,  Vol.  V,  p.  57. 


I 


CHAP.XXni.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  25 

Barnard  returns.  Whether  the  can,  or  not,  do  anything,  I think 

it  evident  they  cannot  before  you  can  ship  another  division  of  Heintzel- 
man’s  to  Old  Point.  I spoke  to  the  President,  and  he  thought  this  would 
be  best,  so  as  not  to  keep  the  means  of  transportation  idle.  I would 
therefore  send  Heintzelman’s  second  division  at  once  or  as  soon  as  you 
can.  His  first  arrived  safe  last  night  and  was  landing.  The  Secretary 
says  you  should  have  no  difficulty  with  Wool. 

IRVINT  MCDOWELL, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City^  D.  C.,  March  20,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding^  Fort  Monroe : 

Your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  19th  [18th]  instant,  declaring  your 
purpose  to  waive  all  technical  questions  in  favor  of  General  McClellan, 
has  been  received,  and  the  Department  anticipates  no  obstacle  to  his 
operations  from  any  conflict  of  authority  at  Fort  Monroe.  The  general 
states  that  he  will  wish  to  organize  the  force,  or  a part  of  it,  under  your 
command,  into  a division,  to  be  commanded  by  General  Mansfield,  and 
his  expressed  desire  has  been  approved  bv  the  Department. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters,  Seminary^  March  20,  1862. 
Col.  Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War.,  Fort  Monroe : 

In  answer  to  a dispatch  received  by  me  last  evening  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  I have  to  inform  you  that  Hamilton’s  division,  which  left 
here  Tuesday,  will  laud  at  Fort  Monroe.  The  arrangements  required 
for  its  accommodation  at  that  place  will  be  made  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter’s Department. 

It  is  as  yet  uncertain  what  other  divisions,  if  any,  will  land  at  Fort 
Monroe.  Should  any  other  troops  disembark  there,  they  will  be  iiro- 
vided  for  by  the  staff  department  of  the  army. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 


New  York  City,  March  20,  1862. 

(Received  2.40  p.  m.) 


Please  send  me  the  necessary  authority  for  action  by  this  day’s  mail. 
Be  in  time.  The  ship  leaves  to-morrow.  Please  answer. 

C.  VANDERBILT. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  March  20,  1862. 

C.  Vanderbilt, 

5 Bowling  Green.,  Few  Yorh : 

Your  telegram  received.  The  President  and  this  Department  are 
highly  gratified  at  your  i)romptitude,  and  that  you  are  so  far  forward. 
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I should  be  glad  to  have  a detailed  statement  of  your  preparations  and 
l)roceediugs  by  mail.  The  necessary  authority  for  action  will  be  for- 
warded by  this  day’s  mail,  and  instructions  will  also  be  given  to  Gen- 
eral Wool  and  the  officers  at  Fort  Monroe. 

Yours,  truly, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


War  Department, 
^¥ash^n(Jton  City,  March  20,  1862. 

C.  Vanderbilt,  Esq., 

Neic  York  City^  JY.  Y. : 

Sir:  The  President  desires  to  turn  to  the  utmost  account  your  patri- 
otic and  generous  gift  to  the  Government  of  the  great  steamship  Van- 
derbilt, and  to  use  and  employ  that  ship  for  protection  and  defense 
against  the  rebel  iron-clad  ship  JMerrimac,  and  also  to  secure  at  the 
present  time  the  advantage  of  your  great  energy  and  nautical  experi- 
ence. And  to  that  end,  having  accepted  your  gift  of  the  Vanderbilt, 
he  authorizes  and  directs  me  to  receive  her  into  the  service  of  the  War 
Department,  and  to  use  and  employ  the  said  steamship  and  her  officers 
and  crew,  under  your  supervision,  direction,  and  command,  to  aid  the 
protection  and  defense  of  the  transports  now  in  the  service  of  this 
Department  on  Chesapeake  Bay,  Hampton  Roads,  and  adjacent  waters, 
and  wherever  the  said  transports  may  be  bound. 

Confiding  in  your  patriotic  motives  and  purposes,  as  well  as  in  your 
skill,  judgment,  and  energy,  full  discretion  and  authority  are  conferred 
uiion  you  to  arm,  equip,  navigate,  use,  manage,  and  employ  the  said 
steamship  Vanderbilt,  with  such  commander  and  crew  and  under  such 
instructions  as  you  may  deem  fit  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore  ex- 
pressed. 

Instructions  will  be  given  to  the  Quartermaster-General  to  furnish 
you  with  supplies,  and  to  treat  and  recognize  the  Vanderbilt,  her 
officers  and  crew,  as  in  the  Government  service  and  under  the  special 
orders  of  this  Department.  Whatever  instructions  or  authoiity  you 
may  require  for  the  proper  conduct  and  efficiency  of  said  steamship  in 
the  Government  service  will  be  given  on  application  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

To  the  officers  whom  you  may  place  in  command  of  said  ship  you  will 
give  such  instructions  as  you  may  deem  proper,  communicating  a copy 
thereof  to  this  Department  for  its  information. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Headquarters,  Seminary^  March  20, 1862. 

Maj.  J.  P.  GARESCHf:, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General^  War  Department : 

The  grand  aggregate  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  including  General 
Dix’s,  General  Banks’,  and  General  Wadsworth’s  commands,  as  nearly 
as  can  now  be  ascertained,  is  240,234. 

Of  tliis  number  196,797  are  infantry j 24,110  are  cavalry,  and  19,327 
are  artillery. 
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i^'ew  organizations,  imperfectly  formed,  in  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  from 
which  we  have  no  returns,  are  excluded. 


S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters,  Seminary,  March  20, 1862. 

Maj.  J.  P.  Garesche, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

The  statement  of  the  force  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  sent  forward 
this  morning,  included  the  garrisons  of  Washington  and  Alexandria  and 
the  troops  which  have  been  designated  to  remain  under  the  command 
of  General  Wadsworth. 

Under  the  heading  of  artillery  is  included  the  garrisons  of  the  field 
works  about  Washington.  I mention  this  to  guard  against  misappre- 
hension. If  you  wish  simply  for  a statement  of  the  force  that  is  avail- 
able for  the  campaign  about  to  be  undertaken  by  General  McClellan 
it  can  be  furnished  without  much  delay. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  March  21, 1862. 

General  John  Sedgwick, 

Commanding,  Harper^s  Ferry,  Ya. : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  yourself  in  readiness 
to  move  by  railroad  to  this  place. 

Cars  will  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Garrett,  president  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Eailroad,  atBaltimore,  to  whom  you  will  please  make  known  the  amount 
of  transportation  required. 

The  general  also  wishes  the  bridge  train  now  at  Harper’s  Ferry  sent 
here.  The  engineer  corj)oral  will  receive  instructions  from  Captain 
Duane. 

I will  telegraph  to  Garrett  to  send  up  the  necessary  transportation 
for  the  bridge  train,  and  also  to  receive  instructions  from  you  for  the 
transportation  you  require  for  your  command.  Please  furnish  such 
assistance  as  may  be  necessary  to  take  up  the  bridge  train  and  load  it 
upon  the  cars. 

Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Fort  Monroe,  March  21,  1862. 
(Eeceived  March  22,  1862 — 10.20  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.'  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  just  received  your  telegram  of  yesterday,  20th  instant. 

I do  not  comprehend  so  much  of  your  dispatch  as  relates  to  General 
McClellan  organizing  “the  force,  ora  part  of  [it],  under  your  command, 
into  a division,  to  be  commanded  by  General  Mansfield;  and  his  ex- 
pressed desire  has  been  approved  by  the  Department.”  It  will  aflbrd 


28  THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA,  [Chap.  XXIIL 

me  great  pleasure  to  aid  and  assist  General  McClellan  in  organizing 
any  force  whicli  you  or  the  President  may  think  proper  to  place  under 
his  command  and  any  force  you  may  deem  proper  to  place  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield  to  constitute  a part  of 
General  McClellan’s  forces.  Please  to  answer  if  this  is  the  proper  con- 
struction of  your  dispatch.  I repeat,  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  my 
part  to  organize  in  the  most  efficient  manner  the  forces  designed  for  the 
command  of  General  McClellan. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  21,  1862—2  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan: 

Barnard  not  yet  returned.  I will  not  wait  any  longer.  When  he 
comes  they  will  send  for  me.  I leave  at  once  for  headquarters. 

IRVIN  MCDOWELL. 


Steamer  Daniel  Webster, 

Alexandria^  March  21,  1862. 

Captain  Dahlgren,  TI.  S.  Navy : 

General  McClellan  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  the  expedition, 
consisting  of  about  thirty  vessels,  will  sail  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o’clock. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 

(Copy  furnished  Secretary  of  War.) 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  21,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

General  Hamilton’s  division  disembarked  4 to  7 p.  m.  yesterday. 
Steamers  returned  to  Alexandria  last  night  j balance  are  unloading  to- 
day. Weather  stormy,  which  causes  delay.  Vessels  should  be  started 
from  Alexandria  as  fast  as  they  are  loaded.  If  delayed  there  until  a 
division  or  corps  is  loaded,  much  delay  will  occur  here  in  the  debarka- 
tion. 

It  is  believed  here  that  the  Merrimac  will  not  be  in  condition  for 
service  for  eight  or  ten  days,  but  this  is  uncertain.  In  the  mean  time 
much  can  be  done  in  this  region  if  the  army  is  pushed  forward. 

General  McClellan  will  have  the  hearty  aid  of  General  Wool  in  co- 
operating his  plans.  I hope  all  will  be  well. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  22 j 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

We  have  been  waiting  for  Barnard  to  conclude  arrangements  with 
Navy.  He  was  expected  yesterday  morning. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 
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Washington,  D.  0.,  March  22,  1862. 
General  Wool,  Fort  Monroe: 

Your  dispatch  of  the  21st  is  received. 

The  expedition  under  General  McClellan  is  considered  of  paramount 
importance  for  the  time  being,  and  the  telegram  to  you  of  the  20th  was 
designed  to  advise  you  of  that  fact  and  to  desire  you  to  waive  the  exer- 
cise of  your  authority  in  his  favor;  or,  if  need  be,  to  exercise  your  au- 
thority upon  his  suggestions  in  furtherance  of  his  expedition.  This  I 
understand  you  consent  to  do,  and  my  telegram  was  to  advise  you  of 
a specific  arrangement  which  General  McClellan  proposes  to  make. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 
Washington^  March  22,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Monroe  : 

General:  The  steamship  Vanderbilt  sailed  from  New  York  last 
night  for  Fort  Monroe.  She  has  been  given  to  the  War  Department 
and  accepted  by  the  President,  and  is  designed  to  serve  and  be  em- 
ployed under  the  instructions  of  this  Department  for  the  convoy  and 
protection  of  Government  transports  at  Fort  Monroe  and  especially  for 
the  destruction  of  the  Merrimac.  She  is  armed,  manned,  and  equipped 
for  the  service.  You  will  notify  me  immediately  of  her  arrival  at  Fort 
IMonroe,  so  that  I may  give  any  further  orders  that  may  be  required, 
and  you  will  receive  and  provide  for  her  as  a vessel  belonging  to  this 
Department  and  engaged  in  its  special  service. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 


Seminary,  March  22, 1862. 


General  Porter,  with  his  entire  division  with  the  exception  of  one 
regiment,  which  is  now  ready  to  move,  left  Alexandria  between  10  and 
11  o’clock  this  morning. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding, 


Budd’s  Ferry,  Md.,  March  22,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams  : 

Have  seen  General  Heintzelman.  One  regiment,  with  the  cavalry,  is 
sufficient  to  occupy  this  post.  The  rebels  have  one  gun  at  Aquia  Creek 
and  a small  party  to  work  it.  Patrols  and  pickets  constantly  make 
their  appearance,  but  it  is  not  known  from  what  point  they  come.  The 
rebels  have  about  3,000  men  on  the  north  side  of  the  Eappahannock, 
and  encamped  a little  to  the  west  of  the  road  leading  from  Dumfries  to 
Fredericksburg.  If  they  have  a larger  force  I do  not  know  it. 

General  Sickles  reports  to  me  that  the  depot  of  Aquia  is  not  destroyed. 
Captain  Wyman  informed  me  several  days  since  that  it  was.  Contra- 
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bauds  have  stated  the  same  thing.  I forwarded  to  the  provost- marshal 
to-day  a prisoner  of  the  name  of  Grimes,  who  lives  at  the  mouth  of  Po- 
tomac Creek  5 is  a man  of  wealth  and  standing.  He  says  that  the  rebels 
have  destroyed  a part  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  Fredericksburg.  It  is 
confirmed  by  no  one  else. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier -General^  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters,  Seminary.,  March  22  1862. 

(Received  10.30  p.  m.) 

General  R.  B.  Marcy  : 

General  Dix  was  some  time  since  ordered  to  form  a brigade  for  active 
service  under  General  Lockwood,  and  to  order  General  Lockwood  with 
nearly  all  his  troops  to  Baltimore.  General  Lockwood  will  arrive  with 
the  Second  Delaware  Regiment,  the  infantry  of  Purnell’s  Legion,  Third 
Maryland  Yohmteers,  and  First  Maryland  Cavalry.  General  Dix  seems 
to  indicate  this  as  General  Lockwood’s  future  command,  and  says  if 
they  be  taken  from  him  he  needs  two  more  regiments. 

The  following  is  General  Dix’s  command : Second  Artillery,  U.  S. 
Army,  garrison  of  Fort  McHenry,  aggregate  78  ; Third  Kew  York  Vol- 
unteers, garrison  of  Fort  McHenry,  aggregate  826;  Fifth  New  York 
Yolnnteers,  Colonel  Warren,  garrison  of  Forts  Federal  Hill  and  Marshall, 
aggregate  981 ; First  Maryland  Cavalry,  Baltimore,  aggregate  644 ; 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Baltimore,  aggregate  993 ; Eighty - 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  guarding  Northern  Central  Railroad, 
aggregate  1,008;  Fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  guarding  Philadelphia, 
Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad,  aggregate  803;  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  guarding  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road, Annapolis,  aggregate  845;  L Battery,  New  York  Artillery,  Balti- 
more, aggregate  136;  Patapsco  Guards,  guarding  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  aggregate  103.  Artillery,  214;  cavalry,  644;  infantry,  5,559. 

Brigadier-General  Lockwood,  Peninsula  Brigade  : Second  Delaware 
Volunteers,  Drummondtown,  Va.,  aggregate  735;  First  Eastern  Shore 
Maryland  Home  Guards,  Salisbury,  Md.,  aggregate  803  ; Second  East- 
ern Shore  Maryland  Home  Guards,  Drummondtown,  Va.,  aggregate 
592  ; Purnell  Legion,  Eastville,  Va.,  aggregate  1,115. 

Unorganized  regiments  in  Baltimore,  but  mostly  armed : Third  Mary- 
land Volunteers,  Baltimore,  aggregate  673;  Fourth  Maryland  Volun- 
teers, Baltimore,  aggregate  357  ; Baltimore  Light  Infantry,  Baltimore, 
aggregate  383. 

The  effective  force,  besides  the  cavalry  not  employed  either  garrison- 
ing forts  or  in  guarding  railroads,  is  Battery  L,  New  York  Artillery,  and 
the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  is 
divided  up  to  protect  the  public  property  in  the  barracks  of  troops 
recently  withdrawn  from  the  division.  Garrison  of  Fort  Delaware,  regu- 
lars, 46,  &c. 


General  Williams: 


Baltimore,  March  21. 


Fort  Delaware  was  accidentally  omitted  in  the  report  sent  to  yon,  though  no  relia- 
ble report  could  have  been  made,  in  consequence  of  recent  changes  not  reported  until 
tbis  morning.  I send  you  the  following  report,  just  received:  Detachment  of  regu- 
lars,  aggregate  47 ; indep^dent  battery  artillery,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  aggregate 
Jo;  independent  battery.  Captain  Jones,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  aggregate  78;  Bat- 
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tery  A,  First  Battalion  Marine  and  Fortification  Artillery,  aggregate  85;  Battery  B, 
First  Battalion  Marine  and  Fortification  Artillery,  aggregate  94 ; total  for  duty  340 ; 
aggregate  399. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Washington,  March  23,  1862 — 9.10  p.  m. 

Col.  A.  V.  Colburn,  A.  A.  G., 

Hdqrs.  Army  of  Potomac^  Episcopal  Seminary^  Alexandria: 

I have  endeavored  to  get  some  plan  arranged  and  means  procured  for 
the  most  important  part  of  onr  enterprise,  viz,  a landing. 

The  only  means  we  have  now  are  the  bateaux.  These  I had  intended 
to  go  with  Captain  Duane’s  command  and  with  McDowell’s  corps. 

I learned  to-day  that  the  Annapolis  bateaux  had  been  ordered  to 
Fort  Monroe.  The  trestles,  or  the  India  rubber,  or  the  canvas  boats 
will  answer  for  crossing  these  creeks  and  all  the  bateaux  should  be 
with  the  landing  corps  (McDowell’s). 

To-day  I had  a consultation  with  McDowell,  and  it  was  decided  to 
place  the  whole  matter  of  furnishing  means  of  landing  under  General 
Woodbury,  and  to  put  temporarily  Captain  Duane  under  his  command; 
to  have  the  necessary  scows,  canal-boats,  &c.,  prepared  immediately, 
and  the  bateaux  are  to  form  an  essential  part  of  the  means.  The 
orders  have  been  issued  by  General  McDowell  for  that  purpose.  Un- 
less the  arangements  are  definitely  made  now  it  is  out  of  the  question 
to  think  of  landing  any  considerable  force  as  a tactical  or  strategical 
operation. 

One  company  of  Duane’s  command  might  go  with  the  land  forces  to 
put  down  trestle  bridges — perhaps  two  companies — but  he  himself  and 
all  the  bateaux  should  go  with  McDowell,  and  Colonel  Woodbury  will 
furnish  the  additional  men  necessary  and  see  to  the  getting  up  of  ar- 
rangements. 

Answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

J.  G.  BARINARD, 

. [Brigadier- General.] 


Headquarters,  Seminary^  March  23, 1862. 
Captain  Dahlgren,  Navy-  Yard  : 

General  Smith’s  division  is  embarking  to-day,  and  will  leave  Alexan- 
dria by  5 o’clock  this  afternoon.  Please  inform  Captain  Wyman,  that 
he  may  furnish  the  necessary  convoy. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Major- General. 


Seminary,  March  24,  1862.  (Received  10.5  a.  ra.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Transportation  for  infantry  exhausted.  Capacity  of  that  kind  seems 


32 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXni. 


overrated.  Tlie  rest  of  AverelFs  cavalry  are  erabarking,  and  several 
batteries  of  the  reserve  will  embark  this  morning. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAhT, 

Major- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  24, 1862. 

Major-General  McClellan: 

What  force  is  there  at  Manassas  Junction  and  who  is  in  command 
there  ? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  24,  1862 — 10.10  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

General  Sumner  commands  the  troops  in  vicinity  of  Manassas.  He 
has  a brigade  of  infantry  and  a regiment  of  cavalry  at  Manassas  itself, 
two  brigades  at  Union  Mills,  a division  at  Fairfax.  Until  the  railway 
bridge  at  Union  Mills  is  finished  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  supply  any 
large  force  beyond  Bull  Eun.  Banks’  division  is  on  the  march  to  Cen- 
treville  from  Winchester.  One  brigade  was,  however,  ordered  back 
last  night  to  support  Shields.  Union  Mills  Bridge  will  be  completed 
to-morrow,  and  I shall  then  strengthen  Manassas  and  occupy  War- 
renton  Junction.  General  Sumner  has  pushed  his  reconnaissances  to 
Gainesville,  which  was  found  .abandoned.  It  is  his  opinion  that  the 
scouts  of  the  enemy  are  very  weak.  Until  we  can  put  forage  across 
Bull  Eun  by  the  railroad  it  will  not  be  in  our  power  to  keep  a large 
cavalry  force  in  front  of  Manassas. 


GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  24,  1862—10.30  a.  m. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Corps,  Fairfax  Court-House: 

What  is  condition  of  fords  over  Bull  Eun?  Enemy  reappeared  yes- 
terday near  Winchester,  and,  although  reported  defeated,  seem  still  to 
be  there.  Hard  to  tell  in  what  force,  but  I do  not  think  large.  Can 
you  manage  supplies  so  as  to  push  all  your  troops  across  Bull  Eun  and 
drive  the  enemy  out  of  Warrenton  Junction  ? Can  you  maintain  an 
additional  cavalry  force  in  that  direction  before  Union  Mills  Bridge  is 
comxileted?  What  is  condition  of  roads  beyond  Bull  Eun  ? 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


General  McClellan: 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Centreville,  March  24,  1862. 


Your  telegram  of  March  24  has  been  received.  In  compliance  with 
the  words,  “Can  you  manage  suiiplies  so  as  to  push  all  your  troops 
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across  Bull  Ruu  and  drive  the  enemy  from  Warrenton  Junction?”  be- 
lieving I could  do  so,  I took  it  for  granted  you  wished  it  done,  and 
moved  immediately.  A guard  will  be  left  at  this  place  aud  at  Manassas 
Junction,  and  I will  with  the  remainder  of  my  command  move,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  last  order,  on  Warrenton  Junction  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. I will  force  the  rebuilding  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  Bull  Run  as 
far  as  possible.  The  fords  of  Bull  Run  are  practicable.  I will  cross  by 
Lewis’  Ford,  near  which  is  a bridge  for  the  infantry.  Instructions  will 
be  left  for  General  Banks,  as  directed.  As  the  railroad  is  now  com- 
pleted to  Union  Mills,  I think,  with  the  number  of  teams  I have,  I can 
supply  forage  for  an  additional  force  of  cavalry. 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier-General^  U.  S.  Army, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  24,  1862 — 4.30  p.  m. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner: 

My  telegram  of  this  morning  was  intended  simply  to  obtain  from 
you  the  information  necessary  to  enable  me  to  judge  when  it  would  be 
best  to  move.  It  was  not  intended  as  an  order  to  advance.  If  you  are 
in  motion  when  this  is  received  keep  on  to  Warrenton  Junction.  You 
will  not  advance  the  mass  of  your  command  beyond  that  point,  but 
throw  your  cavalry  well  in  advance,  supported  by  artillery  and  infantry. 
Endeavor  to  force  the  enemy  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Rap- 
pahannock. Leave  a sufficient  guard  at  Manassas  and  Centreville. 
Leave  instructions  for  Banks’  command  to  await  further  orders  at 
Centreville  and  Manassas. 

You  will  be  relie'ved  by  General  Banks  at  Warrenton  Junction,  and 
will  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  come  back  to  Alexandria  for  embar- 
kation. Render  all  possible  assistance  in  rebuilding  the  railroad  and 
telegraph  to  Warrenton  Junction.  Beef  cattle  and  additional  cavalry 
will  be  sent  to  vou.  Please  read  my  telegrams  very  carefully. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  102.  ) Camp  near  Alex.  Seminary,  Va.,  March  24:^1862, 

I.  Commanders  of  army  corps  may  grant  leaves  of  absence  for  fifteen 
days  and  division  commanders  may  approve  furloughs  to  enlisted  men 
of  their  commands;  but  no  leaves  or  furloughs  will  be  granted  during 
the  period  of  active  operations. 

II.  The  commander  of  an  army  corps  or  of  a division  may  grant  passes 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  their  commands  for  the  day,  which  must  be 
signed  by  one  of  two  staff  officers  who  shall  be  designated  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  whose  signatures  are  to  be  immediately  reported  to  the  pro- 
vost-raarshal-general  and  the  military  governor  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

III.  Army  of  the  Potomac  being  in  the  field,  the  basis  of  the 
organization,  administration,  police,  discipline,  and  instruction  is  by 
division;  and  the  administrative  control  exercised  by  department  com- 
manders, under  the  Army  Regulations,  now  devolves  on  division  com- 
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manders,  in  all  that  relates  to  courts-martial  as  well  as  to  public  prop- 
erty, money,  and  accounts.  When  by  law,  regulations,  or  order  division 
commanders  are  not  competent  to  act,  the  case  will  be  submitted  to  the 
commander  of  the  corps  to  which  they  belong,  who  will  act  thereon  or 
transmit  it  to  General  Headquarters. 

lY.  With  respect  to  troops  serving  within  the  limits  of  his  command 
but  not  assigned  to  an  army  corps,  the  military  governor  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  will  exercise  the  functions  delegated  to  commanders 
of  divisions  and  army  corps. 

y.  All  troops  serving  in  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey, 
and  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  not  assigned  to  an  army  corps, 
will  immediately  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  commanding  at 
Baltimore,  who  will  exercise,  in  regard  to  them,  all  the  functions  of 
army  corps  and  division  commanders. 

YI.  Until  the  divisions  actually  join  the  army  corps  to  which  they 
have  been  assigned  division  commanders  will  exercise  the  functions  of 
commanders  of  corps. 

YII.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry  reserves 
and  of  the  regular  infantry  will  have  the  same  powers  as  commanders 
of  divisions,  except  that  all  applications  for  leaves  of  absence  to  offi- 
cers must  be  transmitted  for  action  at  these  headquarters. 

YIII.  Commanders  of  army  corps,  unattached  divisions,  and  detach- 
ments will  make  to  these  headquarters  every  Sunday  a consolidated 
morning  report  of  their  commands. 

IX.  The  following  provisions  will  be  strictly  observed,  when  not  ren- 
dered impracticable  by  the  distance  to  General  Headquarters,  through- 
out the  active  portion  of  this  army : 

1st.  Commanders  of  army  corps,  unattached  divisions,  and  detach- 
ments will  send  messengers  to  these  headquarters  at  10  a.  m.  and  5 p. 
m.  daily  for  orders. 

2d.  Orderly  hour  at  these  headquarters  will  be  12  m.,  at  which  time 
daily  a staff  officer  from  the  headquarters  of  each  army  corps  and 
separate  command  will  attend  at  the  office  of  the  assistant  adjutant- 
general  at  these  headquarters  for  orders. 

3d.  After  every  march  the  commander  of  each  army  corps  or  sep- 
arate command  will  either  attend  in  person  or  send  a staff'  officer  to 
the  office  of  the  assistant  adjutant-general  at  these  headquarters  for 
orders  and  to  report  the  location  of  the  headquarters  of  his  corps  and 
each  of  its  divisions. 

4th.  After  every  march  the  chiefs  of  the  staff  departments  at  these 
headquarters  will  attend  in  person  or  send  a staff  officer  to  the  office 
of  the  assistant  adjutant- general  for  orders,  and  to  report  the  location 
of  their  respective  offices. 

5th.  Commanders  of  army  corps  and  separate  commands  will  use 
every  means  to  keep  themselves  constantly  informed  of  the  location  of 
General  Headquarters. 

X.  Brigades  in  divisions  and  divisions  in  army  corps  will  be  num- 
bered from  right  to  left;  but  in  reports  of  operations  they  will  be  des- 
ignated by  the  names  of  their  commanders. 

XI.  Flags  will  be  used  to  designate  the  various  headquarters,  as 
follows : 

General  Headquarters:  National  flag. 

First  Army  Corps : National  flag  with  a small  square  red  flag  beneath. 

Second  Army  Corps:  National  flag  with  a small  square  blue  flag 
beneath. 

Third  Army  Corps:  National  flag  with  a small  square  blue  and  red 
flag,  vertical,  beneath. 
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Fourth  Army  Corps:  ^rational  flag  with  a small  square  blue  aud 
red  flag,  horizontal,  beneath. 

First  Division  of  an  army  corps : Eed  flag,  6 feet  long  and  5 feet  wide. 

Second  Division  of  an  army  corps : Blue  flag,  6 feet  long  and  5 feet 
wide. 

Third  Division  of  an  army  corps:  Vertical  red  and  blue  flag,  6 feet 
long  and  5 feet  Avide. 

Fourth  Division  of  an  army  corps : Horizontal  red  and  blue  flag,  6 
feet  long  and  5 feet  wide. 

First  Brigade  of  First  Division:  Eed  and  white  flag,  6 feet  long  and 
5 wide,  vertical. 

Second  Brigade  of  First  Division : White,  red,  and  white  flag.  6 feet 
long,  5 wide,  A^ertical. 

Third  Brigade  of  First  Division:  Eed,  white,  and  red  flag,  6 feet  long 
and  5 wide,  A^ertical. 

First  Brigade  of  Second  DiAUsion : Blue  and  white  flag,  6 feet  long 
and  5 wide,  vertical. 

Second  Brigade  of  Second  Division:  White,  blue,  and  white  flag,  6 
feet  long,  5 wide,  vertical. 

Third  Brigade  of  Second  Division : Blue,  white,  and  blue  flag,  6 feet 
long  and- 5 wide,  vertical. 

First  Brigade  of  Third  Division : Eed,  white,  and  blue  flag,  6 feet  long 
and  5 wide,  vertical. 

Second  Brigade  of  Third  Division:  Eed,  blue,  and  white  flag,  6 feet 
long  and  5 wide,  vertical. 

Third  Brigade  of  Third  Division:  White,  red,  and  blue  flag,  6 feet 
long  and  5 wide,  vertical. 

First  Brigade  of  Fourth  Division : Eed,  white,  and  blue  flag,  6 feet 
long  and  5 wide,  horizontal. 

Second  Brigade  of  Fourth  Division:  Eed,  blue,  and  white  flag,  6 feet 
long  and  5 wide,  horizontal. 

Third  Brigade  of  Fourth  Division:  White,  red,  and  blue  flag,  6 feet 
long  and  5 wide,  horizontal. 

The  diiferent  regiments  of  the  brigades  will  be  designated  by  num- 
bers 1,  2,  3,  4 on  the  flag  of  the  brigade  to  which  they  belong;  white 
numbers  on  colored  bars  and  colored  numbers  on  white  bars. 

The  artillery  will  have  the  colors  of  the  division  to  which  it  belongs 
and  be  distinguished  by  a right-angled  triangular  flag  6 feet  long  and 
3 feet  wide  at  the  staff. 

The  cavalry  have  the  same  as  above  except  that  the  shape  will  be 
swallow-tailed. 

The  Engineers  will  have  a white  disk  of  a diameter  equal  to  one- third 
of  its  width  on  the  flag  of  the  division  to  which  it  belongs. 

The  Eegular  Brigade  will  have  a white  star  on  a red  flag,  the  regi- 
mental number  being  in  the  middle  of  the  star. 

The  hospital's  will  be  distinguished  by  a yellow  flag. 

The  subsistence  depots  will  be  designated  by  a green  flag. 

These  flags  will  be  attached  to  a portable  staff  14  feet  long,  in  two 
joints,  and  will  be  habitually  displayed  in  front  of  the  tent  or  from  some 
prominent  part  of  the  house  or  vessel  occupied  as  the  headquarters 
which  they  designate,  and  on  the  march  shall  be  carried  near  the  person 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  corps,  division,  brigade,  or  regiment  it  is 
I intended  to  designate. 

The  Quartermaster’s  Department  will  take  immediate  measures  to 
supply  the  flags  upon  requisitions  approved  by  division  commanders. 

XII.  The  brigade  quartermaster  will  be  the  ammunition  officer  of  the 
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brigade,  and  will  be  assisted  by  a sergeant  detached  for  that  puri^ose 
from  the  brigade. 

The  reserve  ammunition  of  artillery  is  to  be  in  charge  of  the  senior 
artillery  officer  of  the  division,  who  will  also  have  a sergeant  detached, 
if  possible  from  the  artillery,  but  if  not,  from  the  division. 

Minor  reparations  to  small-arms  will  be  made  by  some  competent  sol- 
dier, who  will  be  detailed  on  extra  duty  from  each  brigade  for  the  pur- 
.pose,  to  serve  under  the  brigade  quartermaster. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


“Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  90.  ) J^ear  Alexandria  Seminary^  Fa.,  March  24,  1862. 

The  cavalry  serving  with  the  army  is  assigned  to  duty  as  follows : 

To  the  First  Army  Corps.,  McDowelVs. — Second  New  York  Cavalry, 
Col.  J.  M.  Davies ; First  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel  McReynolds,  Brig. 
'Geo.  J.  P.  Hatch  to  have  command  of  the  cavalry  serving  with  the 
First  Army  Corps. 

To  the  Second  Army  Corps.,  SumneSs. — Third  New  York  Cavalry,  Col. 
Tan  Alen;  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Colonel  Farnsworth,  heretofore 
serving  with  Hamilton’s  division.  Third  Corps  j one  squadron  of  the 

Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel  Devin.  Brigadier-General  

will  report  to  General  Sumner  for  the  command  of  the  cavalry  serving 
with  his  corps. 

To  the  Third  Army  Corps,  Heintzelman’s. — Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
Colonel  Averell;  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  Colonel  Wyndham. 

To  the  Fourth  Corps,  Keyes\ — First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel 
Bayard,  now  serving  with  McCall’s  division,  First  Corps  ; Fifth  Penn- 
^ sylvania  Cavalry  (late  Friedman’s) ; Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel 
Dickel,  now  serving  with  Blenker’s  division.  Second  Corps. 

To  the  Fifth  Corps,  Banks\ — Fifth  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel  De 
Forest 5 First  Vermont  Cavalry,  Colonel  Holliday;  First  Michigan 
"‘  Cavalry,  Colonel  Brodhead ; First  New  England  Cavalry,  Colonel 
Lawton ; First  Maine  Cavalry,  Colonel  Allen ; the  Maryland  Cavalry, 
eighteen  companies,  the  battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  the 
squadron  of  Virginia  Cavalry  now  with  Shields’  division. 

The  Cavalry  Reserve  will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  P.  St.  George 
' Cooke,  U.  S.  Army,  and  will  consist  of  two  brigades,  as  follows : 

First  Brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Emory:  Fifth 
U.  S.  Cavalry,  Sixth  IT.  S.  Cavalry,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
■ Colonel  Rush. 

Second  Brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Col.  George  A.  H.  Blake,  First 
•Cavalry:  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel 
V Gregg,  now  serving  with  Porter’s  division.  Third  Army  Corps ; Bar- 
i ker’s  squadron  of  Illinois  Cavalry,  Captain  Mann’s  company  of  Oneida 
^Cavalry. 

The  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  now  with  Hooker’s  division.  Third  Army 
Corps,  to  report  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth,  military 
governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Such  of  the  above-named  regiments  and  detachments  as  are  not  now 
serving  with  the  commands  to  which  they  are  assigned  will  be  imme- 
diately reported  by  letter  to  the  commanders  indicated,  but  will  con- 
tinue on  duty  as  at  present  until  further  orders. 
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A full  report  of  the  strength  and  condition  of  each  regiment  and  de- 
tachment of  cavalry  will  be  immediately  forwarded  to  these  headquar- 
ters through  the  chief  of  cavalry. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 


Headquarters  Fort  Monroe, 

March  25,  1862. 


l^othing  of  importance  has  occurred  since  yesterday.  Brigadier- 
General  Smith’s  division  has  arrived.  The  rebels  increasing  their  force 
in  and  around  IS'orfolk.  It  cannot  be  less  than  20,000. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Porter’s  Division, 

Camp  on  Southwest  Branch  Bach  River ^ Ya.^  March  25,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

Commanding  Third  Army  Corps : 

General  : I did  not,  as  I designed  on  moving  here,  post  any  pickets 
on  the  roads  upon  opposite  bank  leading  toward  Big  Bethel.  I in- 
tended to  scour  the  woods  with  skirmishers,  but  fearing  it  might  indi- 
cate a contemplated  movement  in  that  direction  I countermanded  the 
order.  The  river  is  picketed  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  bridge  j I do 
not,  however,  consider  it  sufficient,  and  shall,  if  not  otherwise  directed, 
post  a few  men  to  give  timely  warning  of  the  advance  of  an  enemy.  I 
am  too  far  distant  to  be  injured  by  infantry,  and  trust  my  artillery  will 
be  able  to  prevent  the  same  arm  acting  on  the  other  side. 

I understand  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  major-general  commanding  that 
no  reconnaissance  except  in  strong  force  shall  be  made  to  the  front. 

At  present  I cannot  cross  the  creek  with  artillery  or  horse,  owing  to 
the  want  of  covering  for  the  bridge,  which  was  asked  for  to-day. 

A report  has  just  reached  me  that  some  drummer-boys  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  New  York  on  a pillaging  expedition  on  the  opposite  bank  were 
captured  by  the  enemy  to-day,  and  that  a company  was  sent  in  pursuit. 
I know  not  of  its  foundation,  but  will  trace  it  and  inform  you  if  such  be 
the  case. 

There  has  been  much  straggling  from  the  troops  in  rear,  and  before  I 
arrived  here  houses  on  the  opposite  side  were  ransacked.  I have  di- 
rected that  if  any  one  refuses  to  return  on  attempting  to  cross  the  sen- 
tinel shall  shoot.  Owing  to  dehciency  of  transportation  I have  not  yet 
been  able  to  get  up  my  command. 

If  you  have  a cipher  I will  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  permit  me  to 
copy  it;  mine  I destroyed  by  mistake. 

I will  call  upon  vou  in  the  morning  about  10  o’clock. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Alexandria,  March  25,  1862 — 12.15  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Steamers  do  not  return  from  Monroe  as  they  should.  Have  only 
means  to  embark  one  brigade  of  Couch’s  division  to-day.  I have  two- 
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other  brigades  ready  in  case  steamers  arrive.  Five  heavy  batteries  of 
reserve  nearly  embarked.  AverelPs  regiment  of  cavalry  has  been  off 
some  hours.  Eegular  cavalry  begin  to  embark  to-day. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Seminary,  March  25,  1862 — 10.10  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I send  copies  of  dispatch  received  from  General  Smith  and  my  con- 
sequent telegram  to  General  Wool.  There  may  be  some  good  reason 
for  General  WooUs  order,  but  I hope  that  no  unnecessary  delay  will  be 
permitted.  One  brigade  only  embarked  to-day  for  want  of  transporta- 
tion. Several  reserve  batteries  and  one  regiment  regular  cavalry  em- 
barked to-day.  To-morrow  we  shall  do  much  better,  as  transports  have 
been  arriving  this  afternoon  and  evening. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


[Inclosures.] 

Fort  Monroe,  March  25,  1862. 
General  George  B.  McClellan,  Commanding: 

General  Wool  last  night  ordered  the  quartermaster  not  to  allow  my 
troops  to  land  here,  but  to  send  them  all  to  Hampton.  I have  landed 
most  of  the  troops  here.  The  next  division  will  have  trouble.  It  will 
be  a very  slow  business  to  land  at  Hampton  many  troops  for  several 
reasons,  based  upon  the  depth  and  width  of  the  channel  and  one 
wharf. 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier-General. 

Headquarters, 

Seminary,  March  25,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool.,  Fort  Monroe : 

General  Smith  informs  me  that  you  have  directed  that  no  more 
troops  be  landed  at  Fort  Monroe,  but  that  they  be  sent  to  Hampton. 
I urgently  request  that  no  steps  may  be  taken  to  retard  the  landing  of 
troops,  as  it  is  a matter  of  the  first  importance  to  have  the  transports 
back  here  without  an  hour’s  unnecessary  delay.  Our  success  depends 
much  upon  rapidity  now. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Washington  City,  D.  C., 

March  26,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  Monroe; 

General:  You  have  been  informed  from  tlie  Department  that  the 
•expedition  now  in  progress,  under  the  direction  of  General  McClellan,  is 
regarded  as  of  paramount  importance,  and  you  have  been  desired  to 
waive  the  exercise  of  your  authority  in  his  favor  pending  the  expedi- 
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tion.  The  President  directs  that  these  views  be  now  communicated  as 
orders,  which  will  be  observed  in  conformity  with  the  closing  paragraph 
of  the  sixty-second  article  of  war,  the  President  having  specially  di- 
rected the  command  to  be  exercised  by  General  McClellan. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 
March  26,  1862 — 10.10  a.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

It  is  specially  directed  by  the  President,  under  the  Sixty-second  Ar- 
ticle of  War,  that  Fort  Monroe  and  all  the  forces  there  or  that  may  be 
there  shall  be  commanded  by  you  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Headquarters  Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

March  26,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

It  is  reported  by  intelligent  persons  (deserters)  from  Norfolk  that 
the  Merrimac  is  ready  to  come  out,  somewhat  better  prepared  to  en- 
counter the  Monitor.  They  say  that  one  of  the  guns  had  been  replaced 
by  one  of  larger  caliber,  with  balls  and  fixed  spikes.  I have  just  re- 
ceived your  &spatch  of  this  date.  Will  answer  by  special  messenger 
to-morrow. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major- General, 


Fort  Monroe,  March  26, 1862. 

(Received  5.45  p.  m.) 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

The  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  are  encamped  in  and  beyond 
Hampton.  To  facilitate  the  landing  of  troops  and  supplies  I had  the 
docks  at  Hampton  repaired.  I ordered  the  troops  to  be  transported  by 
water  to  Hampton  instead  of  3 miles  by  land,  the  mud  almost  knee-deep 
at  the  time.  The  object  of  my  orders  were  greater  dispatch  and  to  keep 
the  men  out  of  the  hospitals.  None  of  your  officers  are  more  anxious  on 
this  subject  than  myself. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General, 

(Copy  to  Secretary  of  War.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Alexandria^  March  26,  1862 — 12.30  p.  m. 
General  Sumner,  Second  Corps: 

On  Sunday  the  enemy,  who  had  returned  toward  Winchester,  were 
engaged  within  3 miles  of  that  place  by  General  Shields  and  completely 
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routed,  losing  two  guns,  350  killed,  over  1,000  wounded,  and  some  300 
prisoners.  The  rebels  in  full  retreat.  Banks  in  pursuit.  Was  last 
night  5 miles  south  of  Strasburg.  It  is  said  that  the  rebels  expect  re- 
enforceinents  near  Mount  Jackson  to  the  amount  of  30,000  men.  This 
is  not  probable,  but  it  will  be  well  for  you  to  keep  well  on  the  lookout 
in  front  and  on  your  right,  and  be  cautious,  while  vigorous.  Please 
keep  me  fully  informed  as  to  state  of  affairs,  and  let  me  know  by  return 
messenger  the  last  news  you  have  from  the  enemy  in  your  front. 

I think  cause  of  enemy^s  return  toward  Winchester  was  false  intelli- 
gence he  had  used  to  the  effect  that  we  had  abandoned  Winchester. 
Report  to  me  fully  the  state  of  affairs  from  Warren  ton  Junction,  that 
I may  be  able  to  judge  whether  your  main  body  should  advance  beyond 
that  point  or  not.  It  is  important  to  know  whether  the  rebels  burn  the 
Eappahannock  Bridge. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  U.  8.  Army. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  110.  j Camp  near  Alex.  Seminary^  Eh.,  March  26, 1862. 

I.  The  duties  of  the  chiefs  of  artillery  and  cavalry  are  exclusively 
administrative,  and  these  officers  will  be  attached  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

They  will  be  required  to  inspect  the  artillery  and  cavalry  whenever 
it  may  be  necessary,  and  will  be  responsible  that  they  are  properly 
equipped  and  supplied. 

They  will  not  exercise  command  of  the  troops  of  their  arms  unless 
specially  ordered  by  the  commanding  general,  but  they  will,  when  i)rac- 
ticable,  be  selected  to  communicate  the  orders  of  the  general  to  their 
respective  corps. 

All  requisitions  for  officers  and  men  and  for  supplies  for  the  artillery 
and  cavalry,  other  than  the  regular  supplies  furnished  by  the  staff  de- 
X^artments  on  ordinary  returns,  Avill  be  sent  to  the  chiefs  of  artillery  and 
cavalry ; to  whom  will  also  be  rendered,  in  addition  to  those  made  to 
General  Headquarters  and  division  commanders,  such  rei^orts  of  artil- 
lery and  cavalry  practice,  marches,  actions,  and  other  operations  per- 
taining to  these  arms  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  judge  of 
the  efficiency  both  of  men  and  material. 

II.  Officers  of  the  staff  at  any  headquarters  may  correspond  direct 
with  officers  of  their  department  or  cori^s  serving  at  subordinate  head- 
quarters, and  give  them,  in  all  matters  of  routine  or  administration,  all 
orders  and  instructions,  and  call  for  such  returns  and  rei^orts  as  the 
good  of  the  service  may  require;  but  they  will  in  no  case  give  any 
order  or  instructions  which  will  cause  interference  with  another  staff 
department  or  corps,  or  will  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  duty  of  the 
officer  with  the  commander  on  whose  staff  he  may  be  serving.  When 
any  such  order  is  thought  to  be  necessary  a|3plication  must  be  made 
by  the  staff’  officer  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  or  other  officer  in 
charge  of  the  department  of  orders  and  correspondence. 

III.  The  Provost-Marshad-General  has  authority  to  grant  passes 
within  the  lines  of  this  army. 

IV.  Paragraph  XI,  of  General  Orders,  No.  102,  current  series,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  flags  designative  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
is  modified  as  follows : 

Third  Army  Corps : National  flag  with  a small  square  red  and  blue 
[instead  of  blue  and  red]  flag,  vertical,  beneath. 
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Fourth  Army  Corps : National  flag  with  a small  square  red  and 
blue  [instead  of  blue  and  red]  flag,  horizontal,  beneath. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Commodore,  Alexandria^  March  21  ^ 1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

The  whole  of  the  regular  infantry  and  Couch’s  division  sailed  early 
this  morning.  The  Fifth  Cavalry  is  embarked,  and  as  many  have  sailed 
as  motive  power  permits.  The  embarkation  of  reserve  artillery  is  pro- 
gressing. Some  four  or  five  batteries  have  sailed.  Some  two  brigades 
of  Sedgwick’s  division  will  embark  to-day.  The  Sixth  Cavalry  will 
also  embark  to-day.  We  are  pushing  it  as  rapidly  as  transports  arrive 
and  are  coaled. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Seminary,  March  27,  1862 — 9.15  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Have  this  moment  heard  from  the  telegraphic  operator  at  Manassas^ 
dated  9 p.  m.  He  says  last  heard  from  General  Sumner  was  at  War- 
renton  Junction  8.30  p.  m.,  and  all  quiet.  Orderly  expected  soon  from 
Warrenton  Junction  with  answer  to  your  (my)  dispatch. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Seminary,  March  27,  1862—5.40  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Sumner,  Near  Manassas: 

Major-General  McClellan  directs  me  to  request  that  you  report  im- 
mediately the  situation  of  affairs  at  Warrenton  Junction  and  with  your 
command. 

A report  is  current  here  that  you  have  had  an  affair  with  the  enemy. 
This  is  supposed  not  to  be  correct  or  you  would  have  reported  the  fact 
ere  this  to  headquarters.  The  general  wishes  frequent  reports  from 
you,  at  least  twice  in  twenty-four  hours,  by  telegraph.  He  is  unable 
to  give  orders  to  General  Banks  until  he  learns  your  situation. 

Very  respectfully, 


N.  B.  SWEITZER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Monroe, 

March  27,  1862 — 3 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  have  ^st  now  (3  o’clock  in  the  afternoon)  arrived  at  Fort  Monroe. 
We  were  hindered  during  the  night  passing  the  numerous  transports 
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in  tlie  river.  A reconnaissance  was  made  with  8,000  men,  under  Fitz 
John  Porter,  this  morning,  extending  to  Big  Bethel,' which  was  occupied 
by  about  1,500  rebels,  who  fled  on  the  appearance  of  our  forces  without 
auy  fight.  Our  troops  now  occupy  the  place.  I shall  communicate 
fully  to-morrow  morning  by  telegraph. 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

March  27,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Brigadier-General  Porter  this  day  made  a reconnaissance  as  far  as 
Big  Bethel,  and,  as  I anticipated,  found  nothing  but  a picket  to  con- 
tend with,  which  retreated  after  a few  shots  in  the  direction  of  York- 
town.  We  have  a variety  of  rumors  of  a large  force  at  Norfolk  and 
between  James  Eiver  and  Yorktown.  I think  it  more  than  probable 
that  30,000  maybe  at  Norfolk,  and  between  James  Eiver  and  Yorktown 
possibly  a greater  force. 


JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major- General. 


Hampton,  March  27,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 

(Eeceived  March  28,  10.30  a.  m.) 

General  Williams: 

At  5.15  this  afternoon  General  Smith  was  holding  the  left  bank  of 
Watts’  Creek.  His  men  have  crossed  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  and 
find  no  batteries  there.  He  is  informed  that  there  is  a strong  force  of 
the  enemy  at  Young’s  Mill,  4 miles  distant.  He  will  return  in  the 
morning. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hampton,  Ya.,  March  27,  1862. 
(Eeceived  March  28,  10.40  a.  m.) 

General  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  troops  have  been  to  Great  Bethel,  and  only  found  a cavalry 
picket,  and  a short  distance  beyond  about  200  cavalry,  who  retired. 

No  news  has  been  received  of  General  Smith’s  division,  which  took  a 
road  farther  to  the  left,  but  it  is  not  probable  they  met  any  of  the  enemy. 
The  troops  are  returning.  The  earthworks  are  not  formidable. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Brigadier- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  March  27,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Monroe : 

General:  Allow  me  to  introduce  to  you  Cornelius  Yanderbilt,  esq., 
of  New  York,  and  commend  him  to  your  confidence  and  kind  attention. 
On  Saturday  last  you  were  informed  by  telegraph  from  this  Depart- 
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ment  that  the  steamship  Yanderhilt  has  been  given  to  the  Government 
and  accepted  by  the  President,  and  assigned  to  special  duty  to  guard 
the  transports  in  the  service  of  this  Department  and  to  aid  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  Merrimac.  I am  waiting  for  intelligence  from  you  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Vanderbilt,  as  requested  in  my  telegram,  and  feared 
something  had  delayed  her,  but  Mr.  Vanderbilt  informs  me  she  arrived 
on  Sunday.  I hope  that  you  may  find  much  advantage  in  the  use  of 
the  Vanderbilt. 

I have  also  detailed  the  Metamora,  the  fastest  vessel  that  could  be 
chartered,  to  run  as  a packet  between  the  fortress  and  Cherrystone 
Point  and  guard  the  telegraphic  cable.  You  will  please  give  such 
orders  as  you  may  deem  proper  for  that  purpose. 

I have  placed  the  Metamora  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Vanderbilt  while 
he  is  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Yours,  truly,  , 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 
Washington,  B.  0.,  March  27,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool: 

General  : Mr.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary,  has  just  arrived,  and  brings 
me  your  note  of  the  24th,*  stating  that  you  had  turned  the  Vanderbilt 
over  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough.  This  disposition  of  the  Vanderbilt 
was  not  contemplated  by  my  instructions  to  you  nor  designed  as  the 
mode  of  employing  that  vessel.  She  belongs  to  the  War  Department, 
and  is  to  act  exclusively  under  its  orders. 

You  will  therefore  take  measures  to  have  her  placed  immediately 
under  command  of  this  Department  and  relieved  from  duty  under 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

Yours,  truly, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Seminary,  Va.,  March  28,  1862 — 11.45  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  Fort  Monroe : 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  morning  received  only  last  night.  I hope 
the  movement  on  Big  Bethel  was  well  considered,  in  view  of  my  wish 
not  to  prematurely  develop  our  plans  to  the  enemy.  If  the  destruction 
of  their  battery  and  your  subsequent  return  confirms  the  idea  that  we 
are  after  Norfolk  all  is  well  except  the  fact  of  falling  back.  If  this 
reaches  you  in  time  it  would  be  well  to  hold  the* position  of  Big  Bethel 
if  its  reocGupation  by  the  enemy  can  give  us  any  trouble.  You  on  the 
ground  can  best  judge  of  this. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN. 


Seminary,  March  28—12.15  a.  m. 


General  E.  V.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Corps,  Warrenton  Junction: 

I am  much  surprised  that  I have  not  heard  one  word  from  you  to- 


Not  found. 
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day.  Unless  I have  constant  information  from  the  commanders  of  all 
detachments  and  corps  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  arrange  general  move- 
ments. My  instructions  to  you  were  to  report  when  you  reached  War- 
renton  Junction.  I learn  from  other  sources  that  you  reached  there  at 
8.30  a.  m.  on  the  27th,  yet  I have  nothing  from  you.  I must  insist  upon 
it  that  I have  full  information  of  everything  that  transpires. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps  dArmj^e, 

Warrenton  Junction^  March  28,  1862. 

General  S.  Williams, 

A.  A.  G.j  Headquarters  Army  of  Potomac^  Seminary: 

Since  General  Howard  marched  he  has  reported  to  me  that  his  ad- 
vance has  come  up  with  a squadron  of  the  enemy^s  cavalry  and  was 
skirmishing  with  it.  Having  heard  nothing  further  from  him,  I pre- 
sume the  enemy  has  been  brushed  out  of  his  way.  Should  General 
Howard  be  driven  back  by  a superior  force,  shall  I advance  instantly 
with  my  command  beyond  this  i)oint  ? 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier- General^  TJ.  S.  Army,  Comdg.  Second  Army  Corps. 


Warrenton  Junction, 

March  28,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 

General  Williams  : 

Tour  two  dispatches  of  this  date  have  been  received.  General  How- 
ard reports  this  evening  that  he  is  within  3 miles  of  Rappahannock 
River,  driving  a regiment  of  cavalry  before  him.  He  has  not  seen  any 
infantry  in  force.  I presume  all  is  right.  I shall  not  move  on  Warren- 
ton until  General  Howard  returns. 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier-General,  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Seminary,  March  28,  1862. 

(Sent  10.5  p.  m.) 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner  : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  has  been  received  and  laid  before  the  com- 
manding general,  who  directs  that  in  the  event  of  General  Howard 
meeting  with  a large  force  of  the  enemy  you  at  once  move  to  his  sup- 
port, and  if  you  find  the  enemy’s  force  greatly  superior  to  your  own  you 
will  cover  General  Howard’s  retreat  to  Warrenton  Junction  or  the 
strongest  position  in  its  vicinity,  where  you  will  make  a stand  and  re- 
port for  further  instructions. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Warrenton  Junction,  March  28,  1862. 

(Eeceived  11.30  p.  m.) 


Assistant  adjutant-General, 

Headquarters^  Seminary  : 

Your  telegram  just  received  and  all  is  quiet.  I do  not  believe  the 
enemy  is  in  any  force  in  this  vicinity.  My  command  is  well  in  hand. 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Second  Corps. 


Budd’s  Ferry,  3Iarch  28,  1862. 

General  Williams  : 

I am  informed  by  contrabands  just  in  from  the  Rappahannock  that 
several  regiments  have  left  their  camps  about  Fredericksburg  for  the 
South.  It  is  stated  that  they  left  for  North  Carolina.  Almost  all  the 
rails  have  been  removed  from  the  road  between  Aquia  and  Fredericks- 
burg. The  common  talk  is  that  the  rebels  intend  to  burn  the  bridges 
at  Fredericksburg  on  our  advance. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps  of  the  Army, 
Warrenton  Junction,  March  28,  1862. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

I received  during  the  night  and  this  morning  your  telegrams  of 
March  27  and  March  28 — 12.30  a.  m.  I took  possession  of  this  junction 
yesterday  afternoon,  and  immediately  sent  you  the  following  dispatch 
by  telegraph : 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 
Warrenton  Junction,  March  27,  1862. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

I hold  Warrenton  Junction.  The  enemy  abandoned  the  position  on  my  approach. 
His  force  I have  not  ascertained.  A reconnaissance  in  force  will  march  to-morrow 
morning  toward  the  Rappahannock  Bridge.  The  reconnaissance  will  be  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Howard,  and  will  consist  of  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  one  bat- 
tery, and  three  regiments  of  infantry.  There  has  been  some  slight  skirmishing,  but 
we  have  suffered  no  loss.  If  I am  to  remain  here  for  any  length  of  time  I would  be 
glad  if  my  other  division  could  be  sent  to  join  me. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Second  Corps. 


General  Howard  will  move  immediately  to  make  the  reconnaissance 
toward  the  Rappahannock  Bridge.  I should  have  much  preferred  to 
advance  with  my  whole  command  toward  that  point,  but  as  your  order 
of  March  24  expressly  directs  me  not  to  proceed  beyond  this  place  with 
the  mass  of  my  command  I shall  await  here  your  further  orders.  I can 
take  Warrenton  without  difficulty.  Shall  I do  so  ? 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Second  Corps. 
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Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  28,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

A large  number  of  soldiers  arrived  to-day — it  is  said  12,000 — includ- 
ing several  regiments  of  regulars.  I have  no  official  returns  of  the 
number.  The  rebels  fired  from  SewelFs  Point  a ball  that  fell  among 
our  shipping,  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  shore,  opposite  Camp 
Hampton. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major- General. 


Cherrystone,  Ya.,  March  28,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : , 

Yesterday  afternoon  I visited  the  Vanderbilt,  and  found  her  prepara- 
tions are'far  advanced  and  that  she  is  at  any  moment  ready  for  action. 
Her  steam  is  kept  constantly  up.  There  are  seven  steamers  here,  all 
ready  to  act  as  rams,  with  more  or  less  efficiency,  but  by  their  combined 
operations  abundantly  able  to  destroy  the  Merrimac.  In  my  judgment 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Merrimac  to  come  down  to  Fort  Monroe  with- 
out being  sunk  by  the  rams.  She  can  run  up  James  Eiver;  she  can 
attack  Newport  News,  and  do  what  she  pleases  above  Fort  Monroe,  as 
the  channel  above  is  too  narrow  and  crooked  to  admit  of  the  steam 
rams  being  worked  against  her  with  effect ; but  while  remaining  up 
there  out  of  our  reach  she  can  do  us  no  harm.  Commodore  Golds- 
borough  is  fully  awake  to  the  importance  of  destroying  the  Merrimac, 
and  has  a clear  comprehension  of  the  manner  in  which  that  can  best 
be  done  with  the  means  at  his  command.  I think  he  will  do  his  duty 
both  skillfully  and  bravely,  and  I have  no  doubt  with  success.  Mr. 
Vanderbilt  fully  approves  Commodore  Goldsborough’s  plan  of  battle, 
and  desires  the  steamer  Vanderbilt  to  remain  under  Goldsborough’s 
command.  I have  directed  her  so  to  remain  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
you.  The  large  guns  are  not  made  as  available  as  they  ought  to  be. 
The  15-inch  gun  is  not  yet  ready  to  be  used  with  any  efficiency,  although 
it  is  mounted  upon  a carriage.  It  is  important  to  have  the  great  gun 
made  available  immediately  for  defense  against  the  Merrimac.  If  you 
approve  I will  return  this  afternoon  to  aid  in  making  it  ready.  The 
officers  of  two  steamers  of  the  French  navy,  now  here,  went  to  Nor- 
folk yesterday  under  a flag  of  truce  sent  by  Commodore  Goldsborough. 
On  their  return  this  morning  they  at  once  got  up  steam  in  both  ships, 
although  they  have  had  their  fires  out  for  the  last  week.  This  looks 
as  if  they  anticipate  a naval  engagement  to  come  off  soon.  This  is  all 
the  information  I can  gather  as  to  the  force  and  disposition  of  the 
rebels.  I think  they  will  make  no  fight  this  side  of  Eichmond.  Our 
chief  difficulty  will  be  to  land  transportation.  I will  await  your  answer 
here. 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  1 Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  94.  j Near  Alexandria  Seminary ^ Fu.,  March  28,  1862. 
*###### 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch  is  relieved  from  duty  with  the  First  Army 
Corps  (McDowelFs),  and  will,  without  delay,  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  P. 
Banks  for  the  command  of  the  cavalry  serving  with  the  Fifth  Corps. 
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The  Seventh  New  York  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Babbitt;  the 
Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel  Devin ; the  Tenth  New  York  Cavalry, 
Colonel  Lemon ; Pierce’s  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  now  in  Phil- 
adelpbia,  and  Swain’s  regiment  of  New  York  cavalry,  now  in  New  York, 
will  report  to  Major-General  Dix  for  assignment  by  him  to  duty  under 
Col.  Dixon  S.  Miles,  Second  Infantry,  in  guarding  the  railways,  &c. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  any  three  of  these  regiments  General  Dix  will 
cause  the  Tenth  Maine,  the  Sixtieth  New  York,  and  First  District  of 
Columbia  Yolunteers  to  be  relieved  from  duty  with  his  division  and 
ordered  to  report  for  duty  until  further  orders  to  Brig.  Gen.  James  S. 
Wadsworth,  military  governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  will 
concentrate  them  near  Fort  Corcoran  under  the  command  of  the  senior 
officer  present. 

General  Wadsworth  will  report  the  execution  of  this  order. 

The  Quartermaster’s  Department  will  furnish  necessary  transporta^ 
tion  for  the  movement  indicated. 

By  command  of  Major  General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 
Hampton,  March  29J  1862 — 3 p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

General  Porter’s  division  returned  to  camp  at  6 p.  m.  Brigade  went 
about  1 mile  beyond  the  Half-way  House,  nearly  4 miles  beyond  Big 
Bethel.  His  skirmishers,  some  of  Berdan’s  Sharpshooters,  went  near 
to  Howard’s  Branch,  at  Howell’s  Mill,  where  was  seen  a breastwork. 
Three  deserters  who  came  in  yesterday  morning  from  Yorktown  report 
that  General  Magruder  was  there  with  nearly  all  his  force,  about  8,000 
men,  having  left  a guard  of  but  500  at  Yorktown  and  in  the  batteries  at 
Shipping  Point.  Our  cavalry  drove  in  their  pickets,  but  captured  none, 
t their  horses  being  too  fleet.  General  Smith’s  division  followed  the  road 
near  James  Eiver  from  Newport  News,  encamped  for  the  night  at 
Watts’  Creek,  and  returned  to  this  camp  yesterday  morning.  He  re- 
ported a strong  force  at  Young’s  Mill.  From  the  best  information  I 
can  obtain  General  Magruder  has  between  15,000  and  20,000  men  under 
his  command. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Brigadier- General, 


Warrenton  Junction, 

March  29,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 

General  S.  Williams,  Seminary  : 

Express  just  received  from  General  Howard.  He  drove  the  enemy 
across  the  Kappahannock  Bridge,  and  is  now  in  camp  on  this  bank  of 
and  near  the  Kappahannock  Kiver.  The  enemy  blew  up  the  bridge  in 
his  retreat.  There  was  skirmishing  during  the  march  and  a few  shots 
exchanged  by  the  artillery,  without  any  loss  on  our  side.  Their  loss, 
if  any,  is  not  known.  General  Howard  will  return  to  this  camp  to-mor- 
row morning. 

E.  Y.  SUMNEK,  * 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Second  Army  Corps, 
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Warrenton  Junction, 

March  29,  1862 — 2 a.  m. 

General  S.  Williams,  Seminary: 

I omitted  to  state  in  my  last  dispatch  that  General  Howard  reports 
that  there  were  two  brigades  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  when 
he  reached  it,  commanded  by  Major-General  Ewell.  The  enemy  re- 
treated upon  his  opening  fire  upon  him  with  his  artillery. 

^ ^ ^ ^ y suMNEH, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding  Second  Army  Corps. 


Warrenton  Junction, 

March  29,  1862—9.30  a.  m. 

General  S.  Williams: 

General  Howard  will  return  this  morning.  Shall  I take  Warrenton 
to-morrow  I There  is  much  forage  in  our  vicinity.  I will  send  organ- 
ized parties  this  morning  to  collect ; certificates  will  be  furnished  the 
owners,  specifying  that  they  will  be  paid  fair  prices  for  their  property 
so  taken  on  presentation  of  the  certificates  to  the  proper  officer,  on  con- 
dition that  they  take  at  the  time  of  presentation  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States. 

E.  Y.  SUMNEK, 

Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Second  Corps. 


March  29,  1862 — 12.37  p.  m. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Warrenton  Junction : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  with  respect  to  a movement  on  War-  ;i 
renton  to-morrow  has  been  laid  before  the  commanding  general,  who  )i 
will  in  the  course  of  the  day  instruct  you  upon  the  subject  of  your  dis-  .| 
patch. 

S.  WILLIAMS,  ;> 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Commodore,  March  29,  1862. 


General  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Warrenton  Junction : 


Abercrombie’s  brigade  and  Colonel  Geary’s  regiment,  Banks’  division,  j 
are  supposed  to  be  now  near  Manassas,  and  they  will  be  ordered  to  re- 1 
port  to  you  at  Warrenton  Junction.  On  their  joining  you  the  command-  i 
ing  general  directs  that  you  send  Blenker’s  division  back  to  Manassas,  jj 
where  it  will  await  further  instructions  from  these  headquarters. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Seminary,  March  29, 1862. 

General  E.  Y.  Suiviner,  Warrenton: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  at  once  place  a suitable' I 
guard  over  the  portion  of  the  line  and  bridges  of  the  finished  i^ortion  . 
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of  tlie  Orange  and  Alexandria  Eailroad  beyond  Fairfax  Station.  The 
commanding  officer  at  Alexandria  will  be  instructed  to  guard  the  part 
of  the  road  between  Fairfax  Station  and  Alexandria.  Please  acknowl- 
edge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Warrenton,  March 

General  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Seminary : 


29,  1862. 


Your  telegram  has  been  received  and  the  necessary  orders  issued  tO) 
the  commanding  officer  at  Manassas  to  insure  protection  to  the  Orange*, 
and  Alexandria  Eailroad. 


E.  Y.  SUMNTEE, 

Brigadier -General,  U,  S.  Army,  Commanding  Second  Corps. 


Alexandria,  Ya.,  2Iarch  29,  1862—9  p.  m. 
General  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

W arrenton  J unction : 

You  are  authorized  to  make  the  movement  on  Warrenton  proposed 
to-morrow  and  occupy  the  town. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General  : I inclose  a copy  of  my  Special  Orders,  'No.  5,  of  March  23,, 
1862,  and  of  a letter  from  Brigadier-General  Woodbury  of  this  date,  in 
reference  to  the  means  of  landing  my  command  on  the  Lower  Chesa- 
peake. 

It  will  be  seen  from  General  Woodbury^s  letter  that  the  means  on 
which  he  has  been  relying  are  beyond  his  reach  and  under  an  officer 
not  subject  to  his  or  my  control.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to 
make  such  arrangements  at  tlie  Headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac as  shall  effect  the  object  indicated  in  my  special  order,  herewith, 
and  that  these  means  be  so  placed,  or  the  person  in  charge  of  them  so 
ordered,  that  there  shall  be  no  failure  when  the  First  Corps  shall  have 
occasion  to  land. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient 
servant, 

lEYIE  MCDOWELL, 

Major-General,  Commanding  First  Army  Corps. 

[Indorsement.] 

Steamer  Commodore, 

March  31,  1862. 

The  fact  that  an  order  of  the  purport  of  General  McDowell’s  Special 
Order,  No.  5,  had  been  issued  by  him  was  communicated  to  the  com- 
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maud  in  g general  (by  telegram  March  23,  I think)  by  me,  and  that  it 
had  been  issued  so  as  to  systematize  and  commit  to  one  couipetent 
person  the  making  of  all  preparations  for  a landing. 

The  reply  of  the  commanding  general  indicated  that  he  had  dis- 
patched part  of  the  means  relied  on  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  caused  me  to 
presume  that  he  meant  to  keep  the  whole  subject  subject  to  his  decision 
after  arriving  at  Fort  Monroe. 

If  it  is  decided  that  McDowell’s  corps  is  to  land,  and  where  it  is  to 
land,  it  would  certainly  be  desirable  that  he  should  have  all  his  means 
with  him,  and  it  was  on  this  supi^osition  that  General  McDowell  is  sup- 
posed to  have  issued  the  order. 

As  a large  part  of  the  means  are,  however,  presumed  to  be  ordered 
to  Fort  Monroe,  and  there  has  been  some  unavoidable  causes  for  so 
doing,  General  Woodbury’s  suggestion  seems  a proper  one. 

Whether  after  arriving  at  Fort  Monroe  my  duties  will  permit  me  to 
give  much  personal  attention  to  collecting  craft  is  doubtful,  nor  do  I 
know  whether  Captain  Duane  will  be  free  for  this  matter. 

Would  it  not  be  well  with  the  two  companies  General  Woodbury 
proposes  to  send  to  send  also  the  colonel  of  the  'New  Yorl^  Fifteentb, 
a sailor,  and  well  qualified  for  the  collection  and  management  of  the 
scows,  &c.,  which  will  be.  collected  there. 

J.  G.  BAENAED, 

Brigadier- General, 

[Inclosnre  1.] 

Special  Orders,  > Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

ISTo.  5.  ( March  23,  1862. 

I.  Captain  Duane,  Engineers,  will  report  for  duty  with  his  battalion 
to  Brigadier-General  Woodbury,  who  is  with  his  brigade,  now  attached 
to  Franklin’s  division. 

IT.  Brigadier-General  Woodbury  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  pro- 
viding the  necessary  means  of  landing  a large  body  of  infantry,  artil- 
lery, and  cavalry,  with  their  stores  and  munitions,  from  a fleet  of  trans- 
l)orts  to  the  shore,  other  than  such  as  the  Quartermaster’s  Department 
may  supply,  in  the  way  of  light-draught  steamboats,  the  number  and 
draught  of  which  he  will  ascertain  and  include  in  his  calculations. 

It  is  contemplated  embarking  the  three  divisions  of  the  First  Corps 
together,  and  it  is  intended  they  should  be  disembarked  as  rapidly  as 
possible  and  go  immediately  into  action.  The  Eavy  is  to  protect  the 
landing  with  its  armed  vessels. 

As  General  Woodbury  is  aware  of  the  possible  places  where  the 
landing  is  to  be  effected,  he  will  take  into  account  the  depth  of  water 
and  the  draught  of  the  transports  and  the  distance  they  will  haA^e  to 
lie  from  the  shore. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McDowell: 

SAME.  BEECK, 
Assistant  A dj u tant-  Gen  era  1. 

[Inclosure  2.] 

Headquarters,  &c.,  March  29,  1862. 

Major-General  McDowell, 

Commanding  First  Army  Corps ^ Alexandria^  Ya.: 

General  : Many  of  the  flats  and  other  craft  and  all  the  wooden  pon- 
toons required  to  land  men  and  guns  rapidly  are  now  at  Fort  Monroe. 
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Such  of  these  vessels,  lar^e  and  small,  as  are  to  be  used  for  the  serv- 
ice in  question,  and  are  not  to  be  sent  back  to  this  place,  should  be 
collected  at  Fort  Monroe  and  put  in  order  for  that  service. 

I propose  to  send  down  two  companies  of  the  Fiftieth  Eegiment  NTew 
York  Volunteers  to  Fort  Monroe  to  assist  in  the  necessary  preparations. 

I suggest  that  General  McClellan  direct  Brigadier-General  Barnard 
to  give  his  personal  attention  to  these  preparations,  and  that  one  or 
more  of  the  engineer  officers  attached  to  the  battalion  of  Captain 
Duane  be  detailed  for  this  special  service. 

Eespectfully, 


D.  P.  WOODBUEY. 


[Steamer]  Commodore,  March  29,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan:  , 

The  transports  containing  GormaiFs  brigade  have  left.  The  remain- 
der of  HunUs  artillery  reserve  is  afloat.  All  the  regular  cavalry  ex- 
cept the  Second  Eegiment  has  now  embarked.  Colonel  Ingalls  expects 
to  have  Casey^s  division  off  by  to-morrow,  except,  perhaps,  the  artil- 
lery, and  he  says  that  by  retaining  the  transports  now  here,  and  includ- 
iDg  those  expected  within  the  next  two  or  three  days,  and  those  that 
take  down  Casey’s  division,  which  are  expected  to  return  within  sixty 
hours,  he  can  embark  the  First  Army  Corps  by  Wednesday  next. 
Hookers  division  can  be  embarked  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  if  no  other 
troops  are  sent  after  to-morrow. 


S.  WILLIAMS, 
Af>sistant  Adjutant- General, 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  March  30,  1862—9.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

A northeast  storm  raging.  The  great  guns  are  ready  for  efficient 
action.  Ihe  fleet  of  steam  rams  is  ready  to  receive  the  Merrimac. 

XT  /'ll  the  storm  abates,  but  may  remain  at 

^ortolk  until  McClellan  places  his  army  and  supplies  upon  transports ; 
but  she  no  harm.  The  troops  are  arriving  and  debarking 

Slowly.  H the  Merrimac  does  not  come  out  to-morrow  I will  return 
unless  you  desire  me  to  remain.  Telegraph  instructions.  ’ 

P.  H.  WATSONT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


Warrenton  Junction,  March  30, 1862. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Headquarters : 

Colonel  Farnsworth,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  with  eleven  companies 
ot  his  regiment,  is  in  advance,  scouting  toward  the  Eappahannock.  A 
brigade  is  in  hand  to  support  him,  if  necessary.  In  addition  to  the 
tliiee  oflicers  reported  captured  yesterday  there  are  two  others  now 
absent— a lieutenant  and  an  assistant  surgeon — who  are  supposed  to 
have  been  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy’s  scouts.  They  left  camp 
without  any  authority  whatever.  Stringent  orders  have  been  promul- 

fo  ivr  reference  to  straggling.  General  Orders,  No. 

iu,  March  30,  prescribes  that  no  officer  or  enlisted  man  shall  pass 
the  guards  ot  the  bivouac  excepting  by  special  permission  from  these 
ea(  quarters  or  when  on  duty.  To  insure  that  all  remain  within  their 
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regimental  and  company  lines  roll  calls  are  held  every  hour  during  the 
day  until  tattoo  throughout  the  entire  corps.  Some  few  privates  are 
reported  as  captured  by  the  flying  scouts  of  the  euemy.  These  scouts 
are,  it  is  supposed,  in  league  with  the  people  living  in  our  vicinity,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  decide  whether  a farmer  is  a hona  fide  farmer  or  a 
Confederate  soldier  in  farmer^s  clothes. 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Second  Corps. 


Waeeenton  Junction,  Ya., 

March  30,  1862 — 9.30  p.  m.  j 
General  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Colonel  Farnsworth,  with  his  regiment  (Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry),  has  i 
returned  from  a reconnaissance  toward  the  Rappahannock  River.  He 
penetrated  to  the  high  ground  above  the  burned  bridge,  and  saw  no 
enemy.  He  reijorts  that  the  country  is  clear  between  this  point  and 
the  river.  From  information  derived  by  questioning  the  people  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  route  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  has  retired  to 
the  Rapidan. 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier- General,  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Wae  Depaetment, 
Washington  City,  JD.  C.,  March  31,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

The  President  directs  that  BlenkeFs  division  be  sent  forward  to  Har- 
per’s Ferry,  there  to  wait  further  orders,  instead  of  being  sent  to  Fort 
Monroe.  Please  acknowledge  this  order.* 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquaeters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1862 — 6.40  p.  m.  (Received  7 a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Dispatch  in  reference  to  Blenker’s  division  received.  Am  I at  liberty 
to  move  Richardson’s  division  here  for  embarkation,  leaving  Blenker 
to  be  relieved  by  Banks,  or  must  Richardson  wait  ? The  last  arrange- 
ment would  delay  my  operations.  Shall  Blenker  move  to  Harper’s 
Ferry  via  Washington? 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Warrenton  Junction,  March  31,  1862— p.  m.  | 
General  S.  Williams  : 

I would  respectfully  ask  to  be  informed  what  I am  to  understand  by  j 
the  withdrawal  of  the  two  principal  divisions  from  my  army  corps,  and 
leaving  me  the  German  division  only,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  least 
eflective  division  in  the  whole  army. 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Second  Corps.  j 

* See  also  the  President  to  McClellan  on  this  subject,  Series  I,  Vol.  V,  pp.  58,  62. 
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March  31,  1862—  8.50  p.  m. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Corps,  Warrenton  Junction : 

By  order  of  the  President  BlenkePs  division  is  to  join  General  Fre- 
mont. 1 shall  replace  it  by  a division  under  General  Mansfield. 

The  purpose  of  withdrawing  the  two  divisions  of  your  corps  is  to  con- 
centrate your  corps  in  the  field  of  active  operations  under  your  personal 
command.  You  will  receive  further  instructions  to-morrow.  In  the 
mean  time  please  have  Kichardson’s  division  ready  to  move  back  in  the 
morning. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN^, 

Major-General, 


General  S.  Williams: 


Warrenton  Junction, 

March  31,  1862 — p.  m. 


Your  telegram  of  8.50  p.  m.  is  received.  Eichardson^s  and  BlenkePs 
divisions  are  at  this  point,  in  bivouac.  I had  intended,  under  previous 
orders,  to  have  sent  on  the  arrival  of  General  Abercrombie’s  to-morrow 
Blenker’s  division  to  Manassas  Junction  the  day  after. 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Second  Corps, 


Abstract  from  the  Betiirn  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Georqe 
B.  McClellan,  U.  JS.  Army,  for  March  31,  ]862. 


Command. 


General  staff 

First  Army  Corps  (McDowell’s)* 

Second  Army  Corps  (Sumner’s)} 

Third  Army  Corps  (Heintzelman’s)^ 

Fourth  Army  Corps  (Kcyes’)§ 

Fifth  Army  Corps  (P.anlcs’)|| 

Military  district  of  Washington  (Wadsworth’s) 

Military  district  of  Alexandria  (Viele’s) 

Provost-marshal  guard  (A.  Porter’s) 

Kegular  infantry  (Sykes’) ’*!' 

Kegular  cavalry  (P.  St.  George  Cooke’s) 

Artillery  Eeserve  (Hunt’s) 

U.  S.  Engineer  troops  (Duane’s) 

Headquarters  cavalry  escort  (McIntyre’s) 

Total 
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1, 391 

32, 119 
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68 
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25,  531 
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31,  037 

60 

1,  370 

31,677 

35.  842 

38,  849 

64 

1, 439 

31,  480 

34,  798 

37,  910 

60 

944 

21,  759 

23,  607 

32,  625 

59 

821 

18,  078 

20,  795 

22,410 

6 

56 

1,230 

1,  404 

1,459 

32 

542 

633 

711 

153 

3,  752 

4, 142 

4,  765 

99 

2,502 

2,  771 

3, 141 

127 

2,  604 

2,  906 

3,116 

100 

4 

224 

237 

288 

4 

104 

113 

145 

7,760 

171,  602 

191, 171 

214,  983 

11417 

+ ^f’Call’s,  and  Xing’s  divisions, 

t Kichardson’s,  Blenker’s,  and  Sedgwick’s  divisions. 

CaVaiix'^^““  Porter’s,  Hooker’s,  and  C.  S.  Hamilton’s  divisions,  and  Averell’s  Third  Pennsylvania 

§Couoh’^  W.  F.  Smith’s,  and  Casey’s  divisions. 

]!  "“■  Winiaius’  and  ShicldH’  diviflions. 

of  horizontal  line  of  “total  ” 242  pieces  of  heavv,  440  of  field,  and  G 

■dn  In  thU  nWr  .V^  J he  vertical  columns  show  6 pieces  of  heavy  411  of  field,  and  none  of  niount- 
..in.  In  tins  abstract  onl^  the  number  of  pieces  found  in  the  vertical  columns  is  given. 
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Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia^  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  U.  S.  Army, 
commanding,  for  March,  1862. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

D6p&rtni6iit  sttiff 

16 

18 

Fort  Monroe 

' 53 

1, 203 

1,495 

1,643 

223 

28 

Ctinip  B[ciiiiilt/OD. 

240 

5,  492 

6, 351 

6, 845 

6 

Cam})  Butler  ....... ... ....  ... 

204 

5, 109 

5,  892 

6,  217 

10 

Fort  W^ ool  . ....... ........ 

6 

152 

162 

181 

Total 

519 

11,  956 

13,  900 

14,  904 

223 

44 

Organization  in  the  Department  of  Virginia^  March  31,  1862. 


Fort  Monroe. 

Maj.  Joseph  Roberts. 
lOtli  New  York. 

99tli  New  York  (two  companies). 

6th  Massachusetts  Battery. 

4th  U.  S.  Artillery  (detachment). 
Wisconsin  Light  Artillery. 

Camp  Butler. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield. 

20th  Indiana. 

5th  Maryland. 

29th  Massachusetts. 

1st  New  York. 

2d  New  York. 

7th  New  York. 

11th  New  York. 

4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  L. 


Camp  Hamilton. 

Col.  Max  Weber,  Twentieth  New  York. 

1st  Delaware. 

16th  Massachusetts. 

Ist  Michigan. 

20th  New  York. 

99th  New  York  (six  companies). 

58th  Pennsylvania. 

2d  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery B. 

4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  D. 

11th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Mounted  Rifles  (four  companies). 

Fort  Wool. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  B.  Helleday. 

99th  New  York  (two  companies). 


[April  1, 1862. — For  the  organization  and  composition  of  the  troops 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  sent  to  the  Peninsula  in  March  and  early 
in  April,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  Y,  pp.  19-21.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Steamer  Commodore.)  April  1,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Wadsworth, 

Military  Governor : j 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  order  at  once  4,000  troox)S  j 
from  Washington  to  Manassas,  and  that  you  order  to  that  point  as  fast  [ 
as  they  report  to  you  the  Tenth  Maine,  First  District  of  Columbia,  Six-  j 
tieth  New  York,  and  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Eegiments,  which  have 
been  latterly  employed  upon  the  duty  of  guarding  the  Baltimore  and  | 
Ohio  Eailroad ; also  from  regiments  which  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl-  [ 
vania  has  been  requested  to  send  to  Washington.  j 
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These  troops  will  be  instructed  to  report  on  their  arrival  at  Manas- 
sas to  Brigadier-General  Sumner,  or,  in  the  event  of  his  having  left,  to 
Brigadier-General  Abercrombie.  They  will  be  employed  as  long  as 
their  services  may  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  field 
works  to  be  thrown  up  at  Manassas,  which  will  be  laid  out  by  Lieut. 
Col.  B.  S.  Alexander,  aide-de-camp,  and  constructed  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Cai)tain  Munther,  aide-de-camp  and  engineer. 

The  commanding  general  also  directs  that  you  send  with  the  least 
possible  delay  a regiment  of  infantry  to  Budd’s  Ferry,  to  relieve  Hook- 
er’s division,  to  arrive  before  the  last  of  the  division  leaves,  and  it  will 
embark  on  Thursday  or  Friday  of  the  present  week. 

The  regiment  of  iiifantry  to  be  sent  to  Budd’s  Ferry  will  report  to 
Colonel  Carter,  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  be  guided  by  such  instruc- 
tions as  that  officer  may  give. 

The  order  heretofore  in  force  in  General  Hooker’s  command  respect- 
ing the  intercourse  with  the  Virginia  shore  will  be  fully  carried  out. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\^ant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL 


Steamer  Commodore,  Airril  1,  1862. 

(Eeceived  April  2,  1 a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Have  instructed  General  Sumner  to  move  two  brigades  of  Blenker 
on  Strasburg  as  soon  as  he  learns  that  4,000  men  will  join  him  promptly 
from  Wadsworth’s  command.  Please  expedite  this.  My  letter  explains 
fully. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Wadsworth, 

Mil.  Gov.  of  the  Dist.  of  Columbia^  Washington^  D.  G.: 

If  the  cavalry  under  General  Hatch  has  not  all  left  Washington, 
please  direct  him  to  send  two  regiments  to  report  to  General  Aber- 
crombie at  Warrenton  Junction.  If  General  Hatch  has  left  with  the 
four  regiments,  i)lease  send  directions  for  the  two  regiments  in  rear  to 
proceed  to  Warrenton  Junction  by  the  shortest  route. 

The  intention  is  that  two  of  the  four  regiments  are  to  go  to  Winches- 
ter and  two  to  Warrenton  Junction.  The  regiments  assigned  to  Gen- 
eral Hatch  are  the  First  Vermont,  First  New  England,  Fifth  New 
York,  and  First  Maine  Cavalry  Eegiments. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Steamer  Commodore^  Midnight^  April  1,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sumner,  Warrenton : 

If  you  learn  of  4,000  men  being  about  to  join  you  from  General  Wads- 
worth, you  can  detach  two  brigades  of  Blenker’s  division,  under  Gen- 
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eral  Blenker,  and  send  them  by  the  shortest  route  to  Strasburg.  Upon 
the  force  joining  you  at  Manassas  from  General  Wadsworth,  if  matters 
be  entirely  quiet  in  front,  you  may  at  once  proceed  to  Fort  Monroe  to 
assume  command  of  the  two  divisions  of  your  corps.  Let  General 
Blenker  upon  reaching  Strasburg  reijort  to  General  Banks  for  instruc- 
tions. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAl^, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Steamer  Commodore,,  April  1,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps,  Strasburg : 

I have  given  General  Sumner  discretionary  orders  to  move  two  bri- 
gades of  BlenkePs  to  Strasburg  to-morrow  to  report  to  you.  Written 
instructions  by  mail. 

Blenker  is  ordered  to  Fremont,  but  will  remain  a few  days  with  you 
until  affairs  are  settled  in  your  front. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLA^t, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  99.  ( Steamer  Commodore,  Potomac  River,  April  1, 1862. 

* 

3.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Brig.  Gen.  Louis  Blenker,  and  the 
division  under  his  command,  will,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  be 
relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  tninsferred  to 
the  Mountain  Department.  In  the  mean  while  General  Blenker  will 
receive  special  instructions  for  his  guidance  from  General  Sumner,  who 
will  immediately  send  two  brigades  of  the  divisiou,  under  General 
Blenker,  to  Strasburg,  to  report  to  General  Banks  for  temporary  serv- 
ice, and  upon  being  relieved  by  him  to  proceed  to  Winchester  and  re- 
port for  instructions  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.  The  re- 
maining brigade,  as  soon  as  the  troops  drawn  from  the  Railway  Brigade, 
Colonel  Miles,  reach  Manassas,  will  proceed  by  the  shortest  iiracticable 
route  to  rejoin  General  Blenker. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[April  2, 1862. — For  McClellan  to  Burnside,  in  reference  to  co-opera- 
tion of  his  forces,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  IX,  p.  374.] 


Warrenton  Junction,  April  2, 1862. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  Fort  Monroe : 

I forward  herewith  a copy  of  telegram  just  received  from  General 
Wadsworth  for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  : 
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Washington,  April  2,  1862. 

General  E.  V.  Sumner: 

I find  no  regiments  really  fit  to  move  or  go  into  the  field.  I will  try  and  get  them 
off  on  the  4th. 

JAS.  S.  WADSWORTH. 

General  Abercrombie  arrived  to-nigbt  with  five  regiments,  eight 
gnns,  and  one  squadron  of  cavalry.  A successful  reconnaissance  has 
been  made  to-day  by  Colonel  Farnsworth,  with  his  regiment  (the  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry),  as  far  as  the  bridge  over  the  Rappahannock.  A small 
party  of  scouts  only  was  seen,  but  they  were  driven  out  of  the  way 
instantly  by  an  equal  number  of  men.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  regi- 
ment near  the  bridge  a piece  of  artillery  opened  fire  upon  it  from  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river,  but  did  no  damage.  Colonel  Farnsworth 
reports  from  his  own  observance  and  from  all  the  information  he  could 
obtain  that  there  is  only  a small  force  of  the  enemy  at  that  point.  As 
there  will  probably  be  considerable  delay  in  getting  the  4,000  men  from 
General  Wadsworth’s  command,  would  the  general  commanding  ap- 
prove of  my  giving  General  Blenker  the  necessary  instructions  for  his 
movement,  with  directions  not  to  move  until  the  4,000  men  alluded  to 
arrive  at  Manassas,  and  proceeding  myself  at  once  to  join  him  at  Fort 
Monroe?  The  greater  xiart  of  Richardson’s  division  reaches  Alexandria 
to-night. 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding,  IT.  S.  Army,  Second  Corps. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  2,  1862. 
Adjutant-General  Thomas  and  Major-General  Hitchcock: 

Generals  ; I beg  leave  to  refer  to  you  the  following  papers : 

1st.  The  President’s  War  Order,  No.  3,  dated  March  8, 1862,  marked 
A. 


2d.  The  report  of  a council  held  at  Headquarters  Fairfax  Court- 
House,  March  13,  marked  B. 

3d.  The  President’s  instructions  to  General  McClellan,  March  13, 
marked  C. 

4th.  The  report  of  Major-General  McClellan,  dated  on  board  the 
steamer  Commodore,  April  1,  addressed  to  the  Adjutant-General  [D]. 

5th.  The  report  of  General  Wadsworth  as  to  the  forces  in  his  com- 
mand [E]. 

And  upon  examination  I desire  you  to  report  to  me  whether  the 
President’s  order  and  instructions  have  been  complied  with  in  respect 
to  the  forces  to  be  left  for  the  defense  of  Washington  and  its  security 
and  at  Manassas,  and,  if  not,  wherein  those  instructions  have  been  de- 
parted from. 

Yours,  truly, 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


A. 


President’s  General  i Executive  Mansion, 

War  Order,  No.  3.  ( Washington,  March  8,  1862. 

Ordered,  That  no  change  of  the  base  of  operations  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  shall  be  made  without  leaving  in  and  about  Washington 
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such  a force  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  General-in-Chief  and  the  com- 
manders of  all  the  array  corps  shall  leave  said  city  entirely  secure. 

That  no  more  than  two  army  corps  (about  50,000  troops)  of  said  Army 
of  the  Potomac  shall  be  moved  en  route  for  a new  base  of  operations 
until  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  from  Washington  to  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  shall  be  freed  from  enemy’s  batteries  and  other  obstructions, 
or  until  the  President  shall  hereafter  give  express  permission. 

That  any  movemeut  as  aforesaid  en  route  for  a new  base  of  operations 
which  may  be  ordered  by  the  General-in-Chief,  and  which  may  be  in- 
tended to  move  upon  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  shall  begin  to  move  upon 
the  bay  as  early  as  the  18th  day  of  March  instant,  and  the  General-in- 
Chief  shall  be  responsible  that  it  so  move  as  early  as  that  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Army  and  Navy  co-operate  in  an  immediate  effort  \ 
to  capture  the  enemy’s  batteries  upon  the  Potomac  between  W ashing-  j 
ton  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

A.  LINCOLN.  I 

Lorenzo  Thomas,  Adjutaiit- General.  \ 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Fairfax  Court-House^  March  13,  1862. 

A council  of  the  generals  commanding  army  corps  at  the  Headquar- 
ters Army  of  the  Potomac  were  of  the  opinion — 

I.  That,  the  enemy  having  retreated  from  Manassas  to  Gordonsville, 
behind  the  Eappahannock  and  Eapidan,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
erals commanding  army  corps  that  the  operations  to  be  carried  on  will 
be  best  undertaken  from  Old  Point  Comfort,  between  the  York  and 
James  liiver,  upon  Eichmond,  provided — 

1.  That  the  enemy’s  vessel  the  Merrimac  can  be  neutralized. 

2.  That  the  means  of  transportation  sufficient  for  an  immediate 
transfer  of  the  force  to  its  new  base  can  be  ready  at  Washington  and 
Alexandria  to  move  down  the  Potomac;  and 

3.  That  a naval  auxiliary  force  can  be  had  to  silence  or  aid  in  silenc- 
ing the  enemy’s  batteries  in  York  Eiver. 

4.  That  the  force  to  be  left  to  cover  Washington  shall  be  such  as  to 
give  an  entire  feeling  of  security  for  its  safety  from  menace. 

Unanimous: 

II.  If  the  foregoing  cannot  be,  the  army  should  then  be  moved 
against  the  enemy  behind  the  Eappahannock  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  and  the  means  for  reconstructing  bridges,  repairing  railroads, 
and  stocking  them  with  material  sufficient  for  the  supplying  the  army 
should  at  once  be  collected  for  both  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  and 
the  Aquia  and  Eichmond  Eailroads. 

Unanimous: 

Note. — That,  with  the  forts  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Potomac  fullj^ 
garrisoned  and  those  on  the  left  bank  occupied,  a covering  force  in 
front  of  the  Virginia  line  of  25,000  men  would  suffice. — Keyes,  Heint- 
ZELMAN,  McDowell. 

. A total  of  40,000  men  for  the  defense  of  the  city  would  suffice. — 
Sumner. 


C. 

War  Department,  Atarch  13,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

The  President  having  considered  the  plan  of  operations  agreed  upon 
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by  yourself  and  tlie  cominanders  of  army  corxjs  makes  no  objection  to 
the  same,  but  gives  the  following  directions  as  to  its  execution : 

1st.  Leave  such  force  at  Manassas  Junction  as  shall  make  it  entirely 
certain  that  the  enemy  shall  not  repossess  himself  of  that  position  and 
line  of  communication. 

2d.  Leave  Washington  entirely  secure. 

3d.  Move  the  remainder  of  the  force  down  the  Potomac,  choosing  a 
new  base  at  Fort  Monroe  or  anywhere  between  here  and  there ; or  at 
all  events  move  such  remainder  of  the  army  at  once  in  x>ursuit  of  the 
enemy  by  some  route.* 

Transmitted  7 o’clock  45  minutes. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

D. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Steamer  Commodore^  April  1,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army : 

General:  I have  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  following  com- 
munication before  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War : 

The  approximate  numbers  and  positions  of  the  troops  left  near  and 
in  rear  of  the  Potomac  are  about  as  follows : 

General  Dix  has,  after  guarding  the  railroads  under  his  charge,  suffi- 
cient troops  to  give  him  5,000  for  the  defense  of  Baltimore  and  1,988 
available  for  the  Eastern  Shore,  Annapolis,  &c.  Fort  Delaware  is  very 
well  garrisoned  by  about  400  men, 

The  garrisons  of  the  forts  around  Washington  amount  to  10,600  men; 
other  disposable  troops  now  with  General  Wadsworth  being  about 
11,400  men. 

The  troops  employed  in  guarding  the  various  railways  in  Maryland 
amount  to  some  3,359  men.  These  it  is  designed  to  relieve,  being  old 
regiments,  by  dismounted  cavalry,  and  to  send  forward  to  Manassas. 

General  Abercrombie  occupies  Warreuton  with  a force  which,  includ- 
ing Colonel  Geary  at  White  Plains  and  the  cavalry  to  be  at  his  dis- 
posal, will  amount  to  some  7,780  men,  with  twelve  pieces  of  artillery. 

I have  the  honor  to  request  that  all  the  troops  organized  for  service 
in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  and  in  any  of  the  Eastern  States  may 
be  ordered  to  Washington.  I learn  from  Governor  Curtin  that  there 
are  some  3,500  men  now  ready  in  Pennsylvania.  This  force  I should 
be  glad  to  have  sent  at  once  to  Manassas.  Four  thousand  men  from 
General  Wadsworth  I desire  to  be  ordered  to  Manassas.  These  troops, 
with  the  railroad  guard  above  alluded  to,  will  make  up  a force  under 
the  command  of  General  Abercrombie  to  something  like  18,639  men. 

It  is  my  design  to  push  General  Blenker’s  division  from  Warrenton 
upon  Strasburg.  He  should  remain  at  Strasburg  long  enough  to  allow 
matters  to  assume  a definite  form  in  that  region  before  proceeding  to 
his  ultimate  destination. 

The  troops  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  will  thus — including 
Blenker’s  division,  10,028  strong,  with  twenty-four  pieces  of  artillery; 
Banks’  Fifth  Corps,  which  embraces  the  command  of  General  Shields, 
19,687  strong,  with  Ibrty-one  guns;  some  3,652  disposable  cavalry,  and 
the  railroad  guards,  about  2,100  men — amount  to  about  35,467  men. 


* See  also  Stanton  to  McClellan,  March  13,  5.20  p.  m.,  and  McClellan  to  Stautou,  C.15 
p.  m.,  same  date.  Series  I,  Vol.  V,  pp.  750,751. 
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It  is  designed  to  relieve  General  Hooker  by  one  regiment,  say  850 
men,  leaving,  with  some  500  cavalry,  1,350  men  on  the  Lower  Potomac. 
To  recapitulate : 


Men. 

At  Warrenton  there  are  to  he 7, 780 

At  Manassas,  say  10,  859 

In  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah 35, 467 

On  the  Lower  Potomac 1, 350 


In  all 55,  456 


There  would  thus  be  left  for  the  garrisons  and  the  front  of  Washing- 
ton under  General  Wadsworth  some  18,000  men,  exclusive  of  the  bat- 
teries under  instruction. 

The  troops  organizing  or  ready  for  service  in  New  York  I learn  will 
probably  number  more  than  4,000.  These  should  be  assembled  at 
Washington,  subject  to  disposition  where  their  services  may  be  most 
needed. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


E. 

Hdqrs.  Military  District  of  Washington, 

Washington,  1>.  0.,  April  2,  1862. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  condensed  statements 
of  the  forces  left  under  my  command  for  the  defense  of  Washington : 


Infantry 15,  335 

Artillery 4,294 

Cavalry  (six  companies  only  mounted) 848 

20, 477 

Deduct  sick  and  in  arrest  and  confinement 1, 455 

Total  present  for  duty 19, 022 


I have  no  mounted  light  artillery  under  my  command.  Several  com- 
panies of  the  reserve  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  are  still 
here,  but  not  under  my  command  or  fit  for  service. 

From  this  force  I am  ordered  by  General  McClellan  to  detail  two 
regiments  (good  ones)  to  Eichardsoifs  division  (Sumner’s  corps)  as  it 
passes  through  Alexandria,  one  regiment  to  replace  the  Thirty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers  in  Heintzelman’s  old  division,  one  regiment  to 
relieve  a regiment  of  Hooker’s  division  at  Budd’s  Ferry;  total,  four 
regiments.  1 am  also  further  ordered  this  morning  by  telegrajih  to 
send  4,000  men  to  relieve  General  Sumner  at  Manassas  and  Warrenton, 
that  he  may  embark  forthwith. 

In  regard  to  the  character  and  efficiency  of  the  troops  under  my 
command,  I have  to  state  that  nearly  all  the  force  is  new  and  imper- 
fectly disciplined;  that  several  of  the  regiments  are  in  a very  disor- 
ganized condition  from  various  causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  to 
state  here ; several  regiments  having  been  relieved  from  brigades  which 
have  gone  into  the  field  in  consequence  of  their  unfitness  for  service; 
the  best  regiments  remaining  having  been  selected  to  take  their  place. 
Two  heavy  artillery  regiments  and  one  infantry  regiment,  which  had 
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been  drilled  for  some  months  in  artillery  service,  have  been  withdrawn 
from  the  forts  on  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac,  and  I have  only  been 
able  to  fill  their  places  with  very  new  infantry  regiments  entirely  nnac- 
qiiainted  with  the  duties  of  that  arm,  and  of  little  or  no  value  in  their 
present  position. 

I am  not  informed  of  the  position  which  Major-General  Banks  is 
directed  to  take,  but  at  this  time  he  is,  as  I understand,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Bull  Eun  Mountains,  leaving  my  command  to  cover  the 
front  from  Manassas  Gap  (about  20  miles  beyond  Manassas)  to  Aquia 
Creek. 

1 deem  it  my  duty  to  state  that,  looking  at  the  numerical  strength 
and  character  of  the  force  under  my  command,  it  is  in  my  judgment 
entirely  inadequate  to  and  unfit  for  the  important  duty  to  which  it  is 
assigned. 

I regard  it  very  improbable  that  the  enemy  will  assail  us  at  this 
point,  but  this  belief  is  based  upon  the  hope  that  they  may  be  promptly 
engaged  elsewhere  and  may  not  learn  the  number  and  character  of  the 
force  left  here. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  WADSWOETH, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 

Answer. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  April  2,  1862. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions  \\^e  have  examined  the  papers 
submitted  to  us,  and  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

1.  The  President's  War  Order,  I^o.  3,  dated  March  8,  requires  that 
on  taking  up  any  new  base  of  operations  the  city  of  Washington  shall 
be  left  entirely  secure.  The  other  points  of  the  order  it  is  unnecessary 
to  consider,  as  the  enemy,  since  its  date,  have  abandoned  their  position 
and  batteries  on  the  Potomac  and  retired  behind  the  Eappahannock. 

2.  The  council  of  general  officers  held  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  March 
13,  took  i)lace  after  the  enemy  had  retired  from  Manassas  and  destroyed 
the  railroads  in  their  rear.  The  council  decided  unanimously  to  take 
up  a new  base  of  operations  from  Port  Monroe,  and  three  of  the  gen- 
erals, a majority,  decided  that  the  force  necessary  to  be  left  should  be 
sufficient  to  ^Hully  garrison”  the  forts  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  to  ^‘occupy”  those  on  the  left  bank  with  a covering  force  of 
25,000.  It  is,  we  think,  the  judgment  of  officers  that  some  30,000  men 
would  be  necessary  thus  to  man  these  forts,  which,  with  the  number 
of  the  covering  force,  would  make  a total  of  55,000. 

3.  The  President’s  directions  of  March  13  to  General  McClellan  directs: 

1st.  To  leave  such  a force  at  Manassas  Junction  as  shall  make  it 

entirely  certain  that  the  enemy  may  not  repossess  it. 

2d.  That  Washington  shall  be  left  entirely  secure. 

3d.  That  the  remainder  of  the  army  move  down  the  Potomac  or  move 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

In  regard  to  occupying  Manassas  Junction,  as  the  enemy  have  de- 
stroyed the  railroads  leading  to  it  it  may  be  fair  to  assume  that  they 
have  no  intention  of  returning  for  the  reoccupation  of  their  late  posi- 
tion, and  therefore  no  very  large  force  would  be  necessary  to  hold  that 
position. 

4.  Major-General  McClellan’s  report  to  the  Adjutant- General  of  April 
1,  after  giving  the  several  positions  of  the  troops  proposed  to  be  left  for 
the  defense  of  Washington,  gives  a representation  as  follows: 
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Men. 

At  Warrenton  there  are  to  be 7,  780 

At  Manassas,  say 10,  859 

In  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah 35,  467 

On  the  Lower  Potomac 1,350 

In  all 55,456 


And  there  would  be  left  for  the  garrisons  and  the  front  of  Washington, 
under  General  Wadsworth,  some  18,000. 

In  the  above  enumeration  General  Banks^  arm^'  corps  is  included, 
but  whether  this  force  operating  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  should  be 
regarded  as  part  of  the  force  available  for  the  protection  of  the  imme- 
diate front  of  Washington  the  undersigned  express  no  opinion. 

5.  General  W’ads  worth’s  report  of  April  2 gives  his  force  as  follows: 


Infantry 15, 335 

Artillery 4,  294 

Cavalry  (six  companies  only  mounted) 848 

20,  477 

Deduct  sick,  in  arrest,  and  confinement 1,  455 

Total  for  duty 19,  022 


From  this  force  General  Wadsworth  is  directed  to  detach  two  good 
regiments  to  Eichardson’s  division,  Sumner’s  corps,  which  should  be 
deducted  from  his  command;  one  regiment  to  replace  the  Thirty-sev- 
enth ])iew  York  in  Heintzelman’s  old  division,  and  one  regiment  to  re- 
lieve a regiment  of  Hooker’s  division  at  Budd’s  Ferry ; total,  four  reg- 
iments. He  is  also  ordered  to  send  4,000  men  to  relieve  Sumner  at 
Manassas  and  Warrenton. 

General  Wadsworth  represents  that  he  has  no  mounted  light  aifil- 
lery  under  his  command ; states  there  are  several  companies  of  reserve 
artillery  still  here,  but  not  under  his  command  or  fit  for  service. 

General  Wadsworth  further  reports  that  nearly  all  the  force  is  new 
and  imperfectly  disciplined;  that  several  of  the  regiments  are  in  a very 
disorganized  condition,  some  of  them  having  been  relieved  ifom  bri- 
gades which  have  gone  into  the  field  in  consequence  of  their  unfitness 
for  service,  the  best  regiments  remaining  having  been  selected  to  tuke 
their  places.  Two  heavy  artillery  regiments  and  one  infantry  regiment 
which  had  been  drilled  for  months  in  artillerj^  service  have  been  with- 
drawn from  the  forts  on  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac  and  their  places 
supplied  with  new  infantry  regiments  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
duties  of  that  arm  and  of  little  or  no  value  in  their  present  position. 

If  there  was  need  of  a military  force  for  the  safety  of  the  city  of 
Washington  within  its  own  limits  that  referred  to  in  the  report  of  Gen- 
eral Wadsworth  would  seem  to  be  entirely  inadequate. 

In  view  of  the  opinion  exi)ressed  by  the  council  of  the  commanders 
of  army  corps  of  the  force  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  capital, 
though  not  numerically  stated,  and  of  the  force  represented  by  General 
McClellan  as  left  for  that  purpose,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  require- 
ment of  the  President  that  this  city  shall  be  left  entirely  secure,  not 
only  in  the  opinion  of  the  General-in-Chief,  but  that  of  the  commanders 
of  all  the  army  corps  also,  has  not  been  fully  complied  with. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  Volimteers^  TJ.  S.  Army, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  18G2. 

ORDER  OF  MARCH. 

Porter’s  and  Hamilton’s  divisions,  of  the  Third  Army  Corps,  and  Sedg- 
wick’s and  Averell’s  cavalry,  of  the  Second  Army  Corps,  under  Briga- 
dier-General Heintzelman,  will  move  on  the  4th  instant  in  the  following 
order : 

Porter’s  division,  with  Averell’s  cavalry,  at  6 a.  m.,  over  the  ]New 
Market  and  New  Bridges,  on  both  roads,  to  Big  Bethel  and  Howard’s 
Bridge.  This  division  will  send  forward  to  the  batteries  where  the  road 
to  Ship  Point  diverges  from  the  main  Yorktown  road  a force  sufficient 
to  occupy  that  point  and  cut  off  the  garrison  of  Ship  Point  batteries. 
The  remainder  of  the  division  will  camp  at  Howard’s  Creek. 

Hamilton’s  division  will  march  at  7 a.  m.  by  the  road  over  the  New 
Bridge  to  Big  Bethel,  and  will  camp  as  near  as  possible  to  Howard’s 
Creek. 

Sedgwick’s  division  will  march  at  8 a.  m.  over  the  New  Market  Bridge, 
taking  the  direct  road  to  Big  Bethel.  This  division  will  camp  as  close 
as  possible  to  Hamilton’s. 

The  first  two  divisions  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  under  Brigadier-General 
Keyes,  will  move  on  the  4th  instant  at  6 a.  m.  by  the  James  River  road. 

Smith’s  division  to  Young’s  Mill,  sending  one  brigade  forward  to 
the  road  from  Big  Bethel  to  Warwick. 

Couch’s  division  will  camp  at  Fisher’s  Creek. 

The  reserve  artillery  and  infantry  will  move  at  9 o’clock  on  the  4th 
instant  by  the  New  Market  Bridge  and  the  direct  road  to  Big  Bethel, 
then  taking  the  Warwick  Court-House  road,  and  camp  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  junction  of  this  road  with  the  Young’s  Mill  road. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 


Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hampton  Roads,  April  3,  1862 — 12.15  a.  m. 

(Received  10  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Have  seen  Goldsborough,  and  feel  sure  that  he  will  crush  the  Merri- 
mac  if  she  appears.  Hope  to  move  to-morrow.  My  only  trouble  is  the 
scarcity  of  wagons,  but  1 will  overcome  the  difficulty  in  some  way  or 
other.  We  shall  not  get  through  without  a hard  battle,  and  perhaps 
more  than  one,  but  I am  confident  that  we  will  win. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hampton  Roads,  3,  1862 — 12.20  a.  m. 

Hon.  John  Tucker, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 

We  need  many  more  tugs;  please  send  ten  more  here  at  once.  If  you 
can  ])rocure  promptly  about  six  light-draught  ferry-boats  they  would 
be  of  great  use. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General,  Commaiiding. 
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War  Department, 
Washington^  D.  (7.,  Ajgril  3,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Hampton  Roads  : 

The  additional  ferry-boats  and  tugs  required  shall  be  sent  promptly 
if  it  is  possible  to  obtain  them. 

JOHN  TUCKEE, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Fortress  Monroe,  April  3,  1862. 
(Eeceived  Ajiril  3,  1862 — 8.10  p.  m.) 

General  Sumner: 

I expect  to  move  from  here  to-morrow  morning  on  Yorktown,  where 
a force  of  some  15,000  of  the  rebels  are  in  intrenched  position,  and  I 
think  it  quite  possible  they  will  attempt  to  resist  us.  No  appearance 
of  the  Merrimac  as  yet.  Commodore  Goldsborough  is  quite  confident 
he  can  sink  her  when  she  comes  out. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

' Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Warrenton  Junction^  April  3,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

I am  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Fort  Monroe,  where  my  command  is 
being  rapidly  concentrated,  as  soon  as  General  Abercrombie  reaches 
this  place  with  his  brigade  and  when  I hear  the  additional  force  ordered 
from  General  Wadsworth’s  command  is  approaching  Manassas.  Gen- 
eral Abercrombie  arrived  last  night  with  5,200  men.  Colonel  Geary’s 
lorce  of  1,400  men  is  expected  shortly,  and  the  brigade  of  3,000  men 
from  Blenker’s  division,  ordered  to  be  left  at  this  point  after  General 
Blenker  marches  with  two  brigades  to  report  at  Strasburg  to  General 
Banks,  will  make  in  all  9,600  at  this  place.  Shall  I proceed  at  once  to 
the  head  of  my  corps  at  Fort  Monroe  ? I would  ask  the  favor  of  an 
earlv  repljL 

E.  y.  SUMNEK. 


War  Department,  Washington^  April  3,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Sumner  : 

Your  telegram  has  been  received.  The  Department  does  not  require 
any  change  in  the  instructions  gi^^n  you  by  General  McClellan.  You 
will  proceed  according  to  his  instructions,' and  embark  your  forces  as 
soon  as  you  are  satisfied  there  is  in  position  sufficient  force  to  hold  the 
country.  General  McDowell  has  been  ordered  to  supply  the  force  that 
was  directed  to  be  furnished  by  General  Wadsworth  for  the  relief  of 
your  force  at  Manassas  and  Warrenton. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Warbenton  Junction,  A;pril  3,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

There  are  no  troops  now  here  belonging  to  my  army  corps  except 
Farnsworth’s  cavalry,  and  this  regiment  is  ordered  to  remain  here  till 
the  two  regiments  of  horse  arrive  which  have  been  ordered  here.  Rich- 
ardson’s division,  the  last  of  my  corps,  went  to  Alexandria  yesterday, 
by  order  of  General  McClellan.  Under  these  circumstances,  is  it  in- 
tended that  I shall  stay  here  till  the  troops  from  McDowell’s  corps 
reach  Manassas  ? 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Army^  Commanding, 


War  Department, 
Washington^  April  3,  1862. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Warrenton  Junction : 

You  are  expected  to  hold  your  position  until  relieved  by  such  force 
as  you  think  sufficient  to  maintain  it.  This  I understand  to  be  [the] 
import  of  the  order  given  you  by  General  Marcy  this  evening.  It  is 
desirable  that  nothing  should  be  abandoned  that  has  been  gained  from 
the  enemy  if  it  can  be  held. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 

Washington  Gity^  B,  0.,  April  3,  1862 — 12.20  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Fort  Monroe^ 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  orders  recently  issued  from  this  Department,  placing  the  troops 
within  the  command  of  Major-General  Wool  at  the  disposal  of  Major- 
General  McClellan,  will  not  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize  a reduction 
of  the  force  under  General  Wool  below  what,  in  the  opinion  of  General 
Wool,  may  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  his  position  and  its  depend- 
encies. General  Wool  will  continue  in  command  of  Fort  Monroe  and 
the  troops  heretofore  assigned  to  the  Department  of  Yirginia,  and  Gen- 
eral McClellan  will  command  the  troops  constituting  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

All  prior  orders  conflicting  with  this  order  are  revoked. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Executive  Mansion,  April  3,  1862. 
The  Secretary  of  War  will  order  that  one  or  the  other  of  the  corps  of 
General  McDowell  and  General  Sumner  remain  in  front  of  Washington 
until  further  orders  from  the  Department,  to  operate  at  or  in  the  direc- 
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tion  of  Manassas  Junction,  or  otherwise,  as  occasion  may  require;  that 
the  other  corps  not  so  ordered  to  remain  go  forward  to ’General  McClel- 
lan as  speedily  as  possible ; that  General  McClellan  commence  his  for- 
ward movements  from  his  new  base  at  once,  and  that  such  incidental 
modifications  as  the  foregoing  may  render  proper  be  also  made. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General^s  Office, 

Washington^  April  4,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan,  TJ.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac^  Fort  Monroe : 

General:  The  President,  deeming  the  force  to  be  left  in  front  of 
Washington  insufficient  to  insure  its  safety,  has  directed  that  McDowelPs 
army  corps  should  be  detached  from  the  forces  operating  under  your 
immediate  direction. 

Major-General  McDowell  has  accordingly  been  instructed  to  report  for 
orders  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Colonel  Bayard^s  regiment  of  cavalry 
has  been  reannexed  to  McDowelPs  army  corps  by  the  Secretary’s  direc- 
tion. The  Secretary  has  also  directed  that  Colonel  Kucker,  Quarter- 
master Department,  shall  remain  on  duty  in  this  city,  and  that  no  troops 
shall  be  sent  to  relieve  those  near  Manassas,  in  view  of  the  new  arrange- 
ments of  McDowell’s  corps. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  4,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  are  getting  on  very  quietly  and  harmoniously.  Major-General 
McClellan  will  move  to-day  on  Yorktown.  I will  with  my  force  oc- 
cupy the  stations  abandoned  by  the  rebels  as  the  general  advances. 
This  will  protect  his  left  flank,  which  will  relieve  him  from  the  neces- 
sity of  a strong  force  to  protect  his  rear  and  left  flank,  which  was  sug- 
gested by  myself,  which  the  general  readily  assented  to,  and  alfe  a much 
better  plan  than  giving  up  Newport  News.  Captain  Nims’  battery  is 
still  here,  and  cannot  get  away  for  several  days.  I consulted  General 
McClellan  on  the  batteries  remaining  here.  He  says  General  Butler  is 
very  well  supplied  with  artillery.  This  battery  or  some  other  will  be 
indispensable  to  assist  in  maintaining  the  positions  which  no  doubt 
will  be  abandoned  on  James  Eiver  when  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  ad- 
vances toward  Kichmond. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General. 


Big  Bethel,  Va.,  April  4,  1862— 5.50  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Our  advance  is  at  Cockletown,  within  5 miles  of  Yorktown.  Slight 
skirmishing  to-day.  Have  turned  Ship  Point  battery.  Our  cavalry 
probably  in  it  now.  I push  supplies  and  troops  on  it  at  once,  making 
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it  a new  depot.  It  is  said  by  deserters  and  inhabitants  that  re-enforce- 
ments are  arriving  at  Yorktown  from  Eichmond.  I expect  to  fight  to- 
morrow, as  I shall  endeavor  to  cut  the  communication  between  York- 
town and  Eichmond. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-General. 


Great  Bethel,  April  4 — 10.30  p.  m., 

(Via  Fort  Monroe,  April  5 — 10  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  have  occupied  Ship  Point  battery,  which  is  very  strong.  The 
enemy  evince  determination  to  hold  Yorktown.  In  that  case  we  shall 
have  fighting  to-morrow.  I move  all  my  available  troops  at  an  early 
hour  in  the  morning. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Hist,  of  Washington,  D.  C., 

April  4,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington^  JD.  G. : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  28th  ultimo  I was  or- 
dered by  General  McClellan  to  assign  from  my  command  two  good 
regiments  to  French’s  and  Howard’s  brigades,  Eichardson’s  division, 
Sumner’s  corps,  to  join  that  command  in  its  embarkation  at  Alexandria. 

1 was  likewise  ordered  at  the  same  time  to  replace  the  Thirty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers  in  Heintzelman’s  division,  that  it  (the  Thirty- 
seventh)  might  be  assigned  to  Meagher’s  brigade.  ■ 

Eeferring  you  to  my  letter  of  the  2d  instant  for  a statement  of  the 
character  and  amount  of  the  force  at  this  point  and  the  reasons  for 
urging  that  it  should  not  be  diminished,  I have  now  further  to  state 
that,  after  a careful  inspection  of  the  forces  under  my  command  I do 
not  find  any  regiments  fit  to  take  the  field.  I beg  leave  to  ask  your 
instructions  under  these  circumstances.  As  Sumner’s  corps  will  em- 
bark, as  I understand,  to-morrow,  it  is  desirable  that  I should  receive 
your  command  at  once. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  WADSWOETH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Military  Governor. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  April  4,  1862. 

(Sent  2.30  p.  m.) 


Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Fort  Monroe: 


Two  new  departments  have  this  day  been  created:  one  called  the  De- 
partment of  the  Shenandoah,  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Banks,  comprising  that  portion  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  lying  between 
the  Mountain  Department  and  the  Blue  Eidge ; the  other  to  be  called 
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the  Department  of  the  Eappahanoock,  uncier  the  command  of  Major- 
General  McDowell,  comprising  that  portion  of  Virginia  east  of  the 
Blue  Eidge  and  west  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Fredericksburg  and  Eich- 
mond  Eailroad,  including  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  country  be- 
tween the  Potomac  and  Patuxent. 

L.  THOMAiS, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  4,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  I.  McDowell, 

Commanding  First  Corps : 

General  : The  information  I have  obtained  here  has  induced  me  to 
move  forward  the  troops  for  whom  I have  wagons,  in  order  to  invest 
Yorktown. 

I still  think  that  it  will  be  advisable  for  you  to  laud  at  least  one  di- 
vision on  the  Severn,  in  order  to  insure  the  fall  of  Gloucester.  I have 
therefore  telegraphed  to  Franklin  and  Eucker  to  get  your  First  Divis- 
ion ejubarked  as  soon  as  possible  (supposing  you  will  be  here  by  this 
morning)  to  make  this  movement. 

I hope  to  turn  the  battery  at  Ship  Point  this  afternoon  or  early  to- 
morrow morning  and  to  get  in  rear  of  Yorktown  to-morrow.  I can 
therefore  tell  to-morrow  what  is  the  best  disposition  to  make  of  your 
corps.  It  will  probably  be  best  to  land  one  division  on  the  Severn  and 
to  hold  the  others  ready  to  move  uj)  the  York  Eiver  immediately  upon 
the  fall  of  Yorktown.  My  headquarters  will  be  at  Big  Bethel  to-night. 

I had  a full  conversation  with  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  and  Captain 
Missroon  last  evening,  and  would  be  glad  if  you  will  see  them  also. 

You  know  that  we  are  substantially  weakened  to  the  extent  of  two 
divisions ; first,  by  the  loss  of  Blenker  j next,  by  the  rescinding  of  the 
order  placing  this  fort  and  its  dependencies  under  my  command. 

If  you  can  get  up  to  Big  Bethel  I can  take  care  of  you  to-night  and 
make  you  comfortable.  Should  I miss  you,  I will  write  fully,  as  events 
develop  themselves. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan,  • 
Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  April  5,  1862—1  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  have  heard  some  firing  in  the  direction  of  Yorktown.  Two  or 
three  regiments  have  gone  to  Shipping  Point,  where  a depot  is  to  be 
established  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  From  information  received 
to-day  it  appears  that  the  Merrimac  is  in  the  dry-dock,  loaded  with 
coal.  She  is  to  come  out  of  the  dock  to-day  with  two  more  guns,  one 
of  large  caliber.  I have  moved  up  troops  to  protect  McClellan’s  left 
flank.  All  goes  on  very  smoothly.  I do  not  believe  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  will  find  many  troops  to  contend  with. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Young\s  31ill,  April  5,  1862 — 6 a.  m. 

Mc^or-Geueral  McClellan, 

< Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac^ 

Sir:  The  head  of  Smith’s  column  is  now  in  motion  toward  War- 
wick Court-House.  From  the  best  information  I can  obtain  there  is  a 
large  force,  with  three  guns  in  position  and  strong  breastworks,  about 
6 miles  from  here,  on  the  direct  road  to  the  Half-way  House,  at  a place 
called  Lee’s  Mill.  It  is  my  opinion  that  we  shall  encounter  very 
serious  resistance.  If  so,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  reach  the  Half-way 
House  on  the  Yorktown  and  Williamsburg  road  to-day.  As  far  as  I 
can  learn  the  Best  way  to  send  me  re-enforcements  will  be  to  take  the 
road  to  tlie  left  from  the  road  to  Yorktown  near  Dr.  Powers’  house. 

I respectfully  suggest  that  a strong  reserve  force  be  within  my  reach. 

General  Smith  states  that  he  has  no  reserve  ammunition  for  his 
artillery. 

Our  wagons  did  not  arrive  last  night,  aud  we  shall  be  obliged  to  halt 
at  Warwick  Court-House  for  the  infantry  reserve  ammunition  to  couie  up. 

It  is  a heavy  march  to  the  Half-way  House  even  without  opposition, 
and  at  Warwick  Court-House  our  train  would  be  liable  to  capture.  I 
shall  leave  a regiment  and  a portion  of  a battery  there ; but  I would 
respectfully  suggest  that  at  least  a brigade  be  ordered  forward  to  that 
point  from  Newport  News  or  some  other  force  below. 

As  we  have  no  reserve  artillery  ammunition,  I would  respectfully 
suggest  that  two  batteries  of  the  reserve  artillery  be  sent  forward  to 
me  without  delay. 

I shall  send  this  by  an  officer,  in  order  that  you  may  send  word  back 
to  me  immediately,  and  also  that  he  may  bring  me  information  as  to 
the  roads. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Corps. 

P.  S. — 7.15  a.  m.  The  roads  are  very  bad  ahead.  Shall  I push  on  to 
Half-way  House  if  artillery  cannot  get  along  fast  enough  ? I suppose 
not,  of  course. 

In  haste, 

E.  D.  KEYES. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

One  mile  beyond  Warwick  Court-House,  April  5,  1862 — II  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Sir:  The  last  of  General  Smith’s  division  has  just  closed  up  at 
Warwick  Court-House,  the  First  Brigade  being  in  line  of  battle  at  this 
point.  Two  contrabands  report  that  the  enemy  is  in  very  great  strength 
just  in  front  of  us,  with  the  means  of  overflowing  the  ground  in  front 
of  his  strongest  battery,  which  is  at  a distance  estimated  by  them 
between  and  3 miles.  I am  trying  to  get  information,  but  as  yet 
have  nothing  except  vague  conjecture  to  send,  nor  can  I ascertain 
much  about  the  roads  between  this  and  your  headquarters.  I have, 
however,  found  a mulatto,  who  professes  to  know  the  road  and  will  go 
over  as  a guide.  I will  send  another  dispatch  in  a very  short  time  by 
another  road,  as  I fear  tliere  may  be  great  uncertainty  about  this  reach- 
ing you. 
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The  roads  are  execrable  at  one  point  near  this.  The  empty  ambu- 
lances could  not  get  through,  and  a road  had  to  be  cut  through  the 
woods.  V 

This  dispatch  has  been  delayed  in  the  hope  that  I might  get  sJfme 
positive  information  to  send,  but  I have  as  yet  not  succeeded. 

It  will  be  as  much  as  the  wagons  can  do  to  arrive  here  during  the 
whole  day,  and  considering  the  proximity  to  the  river,  I am  more  and 
more  of  opinion  that  a large  force  should  be  sent  up  from  below  to 
protect  them.  The  engineers  are  now  out  making  a reconnaissance. 
As  soon  as  they  return  1 will  make  another  report. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps,  ' 

One  mile  beyond  Warwich  Court-House,  April  5,  18()2 — 3 p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Sir  : I am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  date  of  9.50  a.  m. 

I am  stopped  by  the  enemy^s  works  at  Lee’s  Mill,  which  offer  a 
severe  resistance.  The  road  through  the  woods  for  nearly  a mile 
having  become  absolutely  impassable  for  artillery,  I am  cutting  a new 
road  through.  One  battery  is  replying  to  the  enemy  and  another  is 
nearly  or  quite  through. 

The  whole  of  Smith’s  division  is  in  front  of  the  woods  and  moving 
up,  and  I have  just  detached  Graham’s  brigade  (Couch’s  division)  to 
my  left  and  front  to  intercept  the  enemy’s  riflemen,  which  General 
Smith  reports  have  gone  down  Warwick  Eiver  to  their  right. 

I have  not  been  able  yet  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  enemy. 
His  position  is  a strong  one,  and  I learn  from  a mulatto,  who  apiiears 
to  be  quite  intelligent,  that  Warwick  Eiver  is  nowhere  fordable,  having 
been  dammed  up  in  several  places  all  the  way  to  the  pond  at  the  head 
of  it,  which  is  only  a few  miles  from  Y^orktown.  He  states  also  that 
there  are  fortifications  in  a number  of  places  along  the  river.  Mulberry 
Island  is  therefore  a very  strong  place.  The  river  is  without  bridges, 
and  a canal-boat  near  the  mill  was  burned  this  morning.  The  mulatto 
also  states  that  the  enemy  are  very  much  afraid  of  the  gunboats,  which 
they  expect  to  attack  Yorktown,  and  says  that  they  will  retreat  if  the 
boats  appear. 

I have  still  one  brigade  left  at  Warwick  Court-House,  and  I deem  it 
necessary  to  have  them  remain  there  until  relieved. 

Young’s  Mill  is  also  a very  strong  place ; is  defensible  on  both  sides, 
and  a force  should  also  be  stationed  there. 

Inclosed  I send  you  the  result  of  the  examination  of  three  prisoners, 
belonging  to  the  Tenth  Georgia  Eegiment,  and  just  now  brought  within 
our  lines. 

5.15  p.  m. — Since  writing  the  above  Smith  has  continued  to  engage  the 
enemy  in  front,  and  he  can  hold  his  position  easily  enough.  At  this 
moment  he  is  sending  out  a party  to  his  right,  to  see  if  he  can  turn  their 
works.  I have  sent  two  regiments  of  Graham’s  brigade  down  to  our  left, 
and  he  reports  that  he  has  discovered  a battery  2 or  3 miles  below  the 
works  we  were  previously  engaging  above.  He  was  fired  upon  from 
two  guns. 

About  two  hours  ago  the  enemy  were  seen  filing  out  of  their  works 
and  going  down  the  Warwick  Eiver,  and  I this  moment  learn  from 
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General  Couch  that  he  has  just  seen  them  some  distance  below  Lee^s 
Millj  on  the  opposite  side  of  that  river,  moving  down.  I have  been 
busy  ever  since,  and  am  now  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  ascertain  what 
this  movement  means,  and  have  returned  to  Warwick  Court-House  for 
that  purpose,  where  I shall  probably  remain  to-night,  unless  needed 
elsewhere.  For  the  present  I consider  this  the  most  important  point 
for  me  to  be  in,  until  I learn  the  meaning  of  the  enemy’s  movement 
down  the  river. 

My  scouts  now  report  the  enemy  down  at  the  left. 

I remain,  &c., 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 


Near  Yorktown,  April  5,  1862 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President : 

The  enemy  are  in  large  force  along  our  front,  and  apparently  intend 
making  a determined  resistance.  A reconnaissance  just  made  by  Gen- 
eral Barnard  shows  that  their  line  of  works  extends  across  the  entire 
Peninsula  from  Yorktown  to  Warwick  Fiver.  Many  of  them  are  very 
formidable.  Deserters  say  they  are  being  re-enforced  daily  from  Eich- 
mond  and  from  Norfolk.  Under  these  circumstances  I beg  that  you 
will  reconsider  the  order  detaching  the  First  Corps  from  my  command. 
In  my  deliberate  judgment  the  success  of  our  cause  will  be  imperiled 
by  so  greatly  reducing  my  force  when  it  is  actually  under  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  and  active  operations  have  commenced.  Two  or  three  of 
my  divisions  have  been  under  fire  of  artillery  most  of  the  day.  I am 
now  of  the  opinion  that  I shall  have  to  fight  all  the  available  force  of 
the  rebels  not  far  from  here.  Do  not  force  me  to  do  so  with  diminished 
numbers.  But  whatever  your  decision  may  be,  I will  leave  nothing 
undone  to  obtain  success.  If  you  cannot  leave  me  the  whole  of  the  First 
Cories,  I urgently  ask  that  I may  not  lose  Franklin  and  his  division. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


War  Department,  Washington,  April  5,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Fort  Monroe  : 

Please  say  whether  you  have  received  Adjutant-General’s  order  plac- 
ing Fort  Monroe  and  vicinity  entirely  under  your  command.  Send  a 
boat  across  to-night  with  full  report  of  to-day’s  proceedings.  Direct 
Heiss  and  the  party  engaged  in  laying  the  cable  to  lose  no  time,  if  [the] 
weather  calm,  in  getting  ready.  They  should  leave  Fort  Monroe  early 
in  the  morning  and  be  at  the  break  by  dav light. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Big  Bethel^  April  5,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Stewart  Van  Yliet, 

Acting  Quartermaster- General^ 

Army  of  the  Potomac.,  Fort  Monroe  ; 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  he 
finds  the  enemy  in  force  a short  distance  in  front,  and  too  strongly  in- 
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trenched  to  admit  of  his  positions  being  ciirried  by  assault.  It  may, 
and  probably  will,  therefore,  unless  the  enemy  should  retire,  of  which 
there  are  at  present  no  indications,  be  necessary  for  the  commanding 
* general  to  resort  to  some  of  the  operations  of  a siege,  and  he  wishes 
you  to  forward  without  delay  to  Shipping  Point  the  siege  train  and 
mortars  j also  Colonel  TylePs  regiment.  ' 

He  also  desires  you  to  establish  a large  depot  for  all  kinds  of  supplies 
at  Shipping  Point,  and  thinks  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  send  Colonel 
Ingalls  at  once  to  that  place  to  make  extensive  arrangements  for  the 
forwarding  of  stores  up  the  Poquosin  Eiver  to  the  vicinity  of  Howard^s 
Bridge.  Boats  drawing  about  5 feet  will  be  necessary  for  this  purpose. 
The  troops  that  may  henceforth  arrive  at  Fort  Monroe  for  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  will  until  further  orders  be  sent  to  Shipping  Point.  War- 
ren’s regiment  may  come  up  that  route,  unless  he  has  transportation, 
in  which  event  he  can  march.  General  Casey,  as  soon  as  you  can  suii- 
ply  him  with  transportation,  is  to  join  General  Keyes. 

The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  impress  upon  you  the  neces- 
sity of  throwing  forward  supplies  of  all  kinds  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
You  are  desired  to  inform  Mr.  Eckert  that  the  general  wishes  him  to 
establish  a telegraph  line  at  once  between  headquarters  and  Shipping 
Point. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  6, 1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  received  your  dispatches  of  the  5th  instant.  I have  not 
received  your  order  referred  to,  but  Major-General  McClellan  showed 
me  the  order.  We  are  getting  on  very  harmoniously,  and  I am  doing 
all  I can  to  aid  the  general  in  his  movements.  I will  send  you  a report 
by  mail  showing  the  difficulties  we  have  to  contend  with.  Transporta- 
tion is  much  wanted.  Having,  however,  established  a depot  at  Ship 
Point,  it  will  relieve  us  much.  The  greatest  want  is  experienced  in 
the  staff  of  the  army.  I think  I will  be  able  to  do  much  in  that  respect 
for  Major-General  McClellan.  The  great  trouble  is  to  get  rid  of  the 
useless  baggage  in  the  possession  of  regiments.  I will  again  telegraph 
at  4 o’clock,  when  it  is  probable  I will  be  able  to  give  you  important 
information.  I received  none  of  importance  since  the  telegram  sent  you 
about  4 o’clock  p.  m. 

JOHS  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City.  April  6,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  Fort  Monroe: 

Please  let  me  know  fully  the  state  of  operations  toward  Yorktown, 
and  whether  it  is  necessary  to  send  more  than  Sumner’s  cor^^s,  which  is 
on  the  way  down. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Fort  Monroe,  April  6,  1862. 

(Eeceived  7tb,  11  a.  m.) 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Jfothing  of  importance  has  occurred  to-day  at  Yorktown.  Baron 
Yegesack,  my  aide-de-camp,  has  just  returned  from  the  headquarters 
of  General  McClellan,  but  brings  no  news.  It  is  thought  that  a strong 
demonstration  will  be  made  to-morrow  against  Yorktown . The  baron 
reports  that  a large  number  of  troops  have  arrived  in  last  two  or  three 
days  from  Eichmond.  Magruder  has  30,000  men.  We  are  shipping 
forward  troops  and  supplies  to  Ship  Point ; many  are  without  rations. 

JOto  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General. 


War  Department,  Washington^  April  6,  1862. 
General  George  B.  McClellan,  Fort  Monroe : 

Your  instructions  to  McDowell  did  not  appear  to  contemplate  the 
removal  of  his  force  until  some  time  this  week.  The  enemy  were  re- 
ported to  be  still  in  force  at  Gordonsville  and  Fredericksburg,  and 
threatening  Winchester  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad.  The 
force  under  Banks  and  Wadsworth  was  deemed  by  exj^erienced  mili- 
tary men  inadequate  to  j^rotect  Winchester  and  the  railroad,  and  was 
much  less  than  had  been  fixed  by  your  corps  commanders  as  necessary 
to  secure  Washington.  It  was  thought  best,  therefore,  to  detach  either 
McDowell  or  Sumner,  and  as  part  of  Sumner’s  corps  was  already  with 
you,  it  was  concluded  to  retain  McDowell.  Your  advance  on  Yorktown 
gratified  me  very  much,  and  I hope  you  will  press  forward  and  carry 
the  enemy’s  works  and  soon  be  at  Eichmond. 

The  order  organizing  the  new  department  will  not  in  any  degree  affect 
your  control  over  all  the  supplies,  transportation,  and  material  that 
has  been  left  behind  or  that  you  may  at  any  time  require.  The  whole 
force  and  material  of  the  Government  will  be  as  fully  and  speedily 
under  your^  command  as  heretofore  or  as  if  the  new  department  had 
not  been  created. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  6,  1862.  (Eeceived  April  6,  3 p.  m.) 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President : 

The  order  forming  new  departments,  if  rigidly  enforced,  deprives  me 
of  the  power  of  ordering  up  wagons  and  troops  absolutely  necessary  to 
enable  me  to  advance  to  Eichmond.  I have  by  no  means  the  transpor- 
tation I must  have  to  move  my  army  even  a few  miles.  I respectfully 
request  I may  not  be  placed  in  this  position,  but  that  my  orders  for 
wagon  trains,  ammunition,  and  other  material  that  I have  prepared 
and  necessarily  left  behind,  as  well  as  Woodbury’s  brigade,  may  at  once 
be  complied  with. 

The  enemy  is  strong  in  my  front,  and  I have  a most  serious  task  be- 
fore me,  in  the  fulfillment  of  which  I need  all  the  aid  the  Government 
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can  give  me.  I again  repeat  the  urgent  request  that  General  Franklin 
and  liis  division  may  be  restored  to  my  command. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 

$ 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ttco  miles  and  a half  from  Yorlctown,  April  6,  1802 — 1.35  i).  m. 
General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  JJ.  8.  Army : 

General  : Our  reconnaissances  thus  far  confirm  the  strength  of  the 
enemy’s  position.  I am  now  satisfied  that  I was  correct  in  my  state- 
ment of  his  general  position  last  night.  Things  are  quiet  to-day — but 
little  firing  ; we  remaining  quiet  in  order  not  to  draw  attention  to  our 
reconnoitering  i^arties.  I see  the  secession  colors  as  I write.  It  is  clear 
that  the  enemy  intend  to  fight  us,  and  I think  equally'  clear  that  we 
will  be  obliged  to  use  our  heavy  artillery.  The  balloon  has  been  of 
great  service  to-day.  I am  more  and  more  satisfied  that  the  services 
of  the  First  Corps  are  necessary.  I cannot  dispense  with  Woodbury’s 
Engineer  Brigade. 

Tlie  order  in  regard  to  new  departments  is  received.  I fear  the 
movement  it  indicates  of  an  advance  on  Eichmond  in  two  isolated  col- 
umns is  a mistake  ; it  will  probably  enable  the  rebels  to  concentrate  on 
one  while  he  holds  the  other  in  check. 

I will  take  Yorktown,  but  it  may  be  a slow  process. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  6,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 

Lorenzo  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  : 

1 examined  works  on  enemy’s  left  very  carefully  to-day.  They  are 
very  strong  j the  approaches  difi&cult ; enemy  in  force,  and  the  water 
batteries  at  York  and  Gloucester  said  to  be  much  increased.  Have  not 
seen  them  myself.  Have  not  yet  received  reports  of  engineer  ofScers. 
I go  to-morrow  to  examine  our  left.  Sharp  firing  on  our  right  for  some 
time  to-day  while  I was  there.  No  harm  done,  although  their  shells 
burst  handsomely.  Am  receiving  supplies  from  Ship  Point,  repairing 
roads,  getting  up  siege  guns,  &c.  It  seems  now  almost  certain  that  we 
must  use  mortars  and  heavy  guns  freely  before  assaulting.  The  naval 
officers  urge  an  attack  on  rear  of  Gloucester.  I think  they  are  right, 
but  I am  now  too  weak  to  attempt  it  unless  new  circumstances  come  to 
my  knowledge.  The  affair  will  be  protracted  in  consequence  of  the 
diminution  of  my  forces. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Corps,  Warwick  Court-House,  Ya., 

A2)ril  6,  1862 — 5.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

I received  your  note  of  5 p.  m.  yesterday.  The  enemy,  I find,  is  very 
strongly  posted  j but  I am  not  yet  certain  of  the  extent  of  his  works 


Chap.  XXIII. J 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


75 


or  the  number  of  his  troops.  He  appe  ars  to  be  in  good  spirits,  and  his 
works  are  certainly  very  extensive.  My  line  of  front  is  now  very  long, 
and  still  I cannot  find  the  upper  end  of  bis  works.  If  I had  more 
troops  I would  send  them  up  and  try  to  turn  them.  Wherever  the 
enemy  has  shown  himself  I have  shown  a force  to  confront  him,  and  I 
think  he  must  suppose  I have  an  immense  army.  Everything  has  been 
quiet  through  the  night. 

The  roa(is  are  so  bad  that  I have  only  been  able  to  get  forward  but 
few  guns.  My  forage  is  out,  and  I take  care  not  to  make  any  false 
moves  to  exhaust  men  or  horses.  I watch  with  small  numbers,  and 
only  move  masses  for  a sure  imrpose.  I am  not  at  all  afraid  of  any 
attack  of  the  enemy  on  me,  but  the  badness  of  the  roads  and  approaches 
may  detain  us  here  some  time  and  the  enemy  may  be  strengthened. 

1 cannot  find  out  anything  about  the  roads  from  this  point  to  Ship 
Point  of  sufficient  certainty  to  depend  on  that  depot  for  my  forage  and 
rations.  I have  written  to  Casey  to  send  200  pioneers  to  repair  the 
roads  from  Newport  News  up,  and  to  the  commissary  and  quarter- 
master at  Old  Point  to  send  up  supplies  from  those  places.  We  must 
have  forage  or  our  animals  will  give  out,  and  our  rations  will  be  out 
to-morrow. 

In  great  haste,  1 remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier -General^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Warwiclc  Court-Rouse,  April  0,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Marcy  : 

Sir:  I received  your  dispatch  of  10.40  p.  m.  of  Aiiril  5 one  hour 
ago.  I have  issued  all  necessary  orders  to  obtain  supplies  from  Poquo- 
sin  Creek  or  Shii>  Point;  also  the  orders  for  reconnaissance,  explora- 
tion of  the  roads,  &c.  The  guide  you  speak  of  did  not  come  over.  A 
train  is  just  about  to  start  to  the  sujiply  depot.  Inclosed  are  copies  of 
this  day’s  orders  so  far.  This  letter  goes  with  a disiiatch  to  Major- 
General  McClellan. 

Please  say  to  the  general  that  the  enemy’s  works  directly  in  front 
of  General  Smith’s  division  cannot  be  carried  by  assault,  and  that  I 
think  some  light  8-inch  mortars  can  be  used  to  advantage  if  we  can 
get  them  up,  with  the  ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 


United  States  Military  Telegraph. 
(Received  April  6,  1862,  from  near  Yorktown.) 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  Washington: 

All  my  arrangements  are  completely  changed  by  recent  orders.  I 
will  telegraph  you  as  soon  as  1 know  anything  definite. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe^  April  7,  1862.  (Deceived  7.20  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

In  reply  to  yonr  dispatch  of  the  Gtb,  just  received,  I would  remark 
that  I am  not  sufficiently  informed  to  answer  it  definitely.  I directed, 
the  commanding  officers,  before  the  arrival  of  Major-General  McClellan, 
to  make  a field  return  of  their  troops,  but,  belonging  to  tlie  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  they  did  not  consider  themselves  bound  to  obey  the  order, 
and  no  returns  were  made.  Consequently  I have  no  means  of  ascertain- 
ing accurately  the  strength  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

From  a conversation  with  General  McClellan  I am  induced  to  believe 
that  with  General  Sumner’s  corps  he  must  have  over  100,000  men,  with 
a large  train  of  artillery.  He  informs  me  that  the  enemy  has  in  and  about 
Yorktown  30,000  men.  If  the  enemy  is  no  stronger  I should  think  he 
had  a sufficient  force  to  overcome  it.  He  complains,  however,  of  tak- 
ing from  him  45,000  men  under  McDowell,  which  he  says  compels  him 
to  change  his  plan  of  operations.  What  these  were  he  has  not  in- 
formed me. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  I may  be  able  to  inform  you  whether  more 
troops  are  needed.  I would  remark,  however,  that  his  rear  and  left 
flank  are  protected  by  my  troops.  This  morning  a regiment  of  infantry 
and  a section  of  artillery  occupies  Young’s  Mill.  (See  the  map  I send 
you.)*  I have  ordered  a regiment  of  infantry,  Nims’  battery  (still  here), 
and  five  companies  of  Colonel  Harlan’s  cavalry  to  be  ready  to  move  to 
guard  the  left  flank  as  soon  as  Brigadier-General  Casey’s  division  moves 
on  to  join  the  troops  at  Yorktown. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL. 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  7,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  not  heard  from  General  McClellan  since  yesterday.  Baron 
Vegesack,  by  whom  I sent  dispatches  to  the  general,  returned  last 
evening  at  8 o’clock.  Informed  me  that  a strong  reconnaissance  would 
be  made  to-daj'.  Yesterday  and  the  day  before  considerable  firing  took 
place  between  the  contending  parties,  when  some  12  or  15  were  killed. 
How  many  were  wounded  was  not  stated.  Some  confusion  has  been 
caused  for  want  of  transportation.  A great  deal  of  property  has  been 
left  at  various  places  without  a guard,  and  is  being  picked  u])  by  my 
troops.  This  is  in  consequence  of  the  commanding  officers  of  divisions 
and  brigades  neglecting  to  obtain  the  requisite  transportation  and  staff 
officers  neglecting  to  take  care  of  their  property.  I find  that  the 
troops  have  an  immense  quantitv  of  useless  baggage. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General. 


Near  Yorktown,  yA.,^jL^H?  [7,?]  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  : 

My  Dear  General;  Your  disi)atch  of  the  6th*  was  duly  received 
through  Major  Yon  Herrmann,  whom  I invited  to  remain  hereyesterday, 
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that  he  might  have  some  little  opportunity  of  seeing  the  state  of  affairs, 
and  give  you  an  intelligent  account.  Our  reconnaissance  of  yesterday 
shows  the  strength  of  the  enemy^s  position. 

The  Warwick  Eiver  grows  worse  the  more  you  look  at  it.  We  are 
working  away  as  hard  as  we  can,  but  have  terrible  storms  and  horrid 
^roads. 

My  impression  now  is  that  it  will  prove  best  to  attack  either  York- 
town  itself  or  the  space  between  it  and  head  of  Warwick,  although 
the  works  are  heaviest  there,  but  we  would  then  get  abetter  approach. 

It  is  now  pretty  much  reduced  to  a choice  between  one  approach  that 
is  blocked  by  a marsh  impassable  under  fire,  and  another  that  is  pass- 
able, but  completely  swept  by  artillery.  1 think  we  will  have  to  choose 
the  latter,  and  reduce  their  artillery  to  silence. 

I regret  exceedingly  that  I have  been  deprived  of  the  First  Corps, 
and  thus  obliged  to  give  up  the  movement  we  talked  about — from  the 
Severn  upon  the  rear  of  Gloucester.  But  I have  lost  about  50,000  men 
since  I commenced  this  operation,  and  do  not  feel  strong  enough  to  de- 
tach from  what  1 now  have,  for  when  all  my  people  are  up  I shall  not 
have  more  than,  say,  68,000  for  duty. 

General  Joe  Johnston  has  arrived  in  Yorktown,  so  t>risoners  say, 
Avith  heavy  re-enforcements.  All  the  troops  of  Manassas  are  coming 
in,  and  they  say  that  they  intend  fighting  the  first  battle  here. 

I wish  the  Merrimac  would  come  out,  so  that  we  could  get  our  gun- 
boats up  the  James  Eiver  through  all  the  local  force  of  large  vessels 
at  Yorktown.  I doubt  whether  the  Merrimac  will  come  out  to  fight. 

In  haste,  I am,  my  dear  general,  your  anxious  and  obliged  friend, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  TJ.  8.  Army. 


Headquarters,  near  Yorktown,  April  7,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I propose  to  issue  the  following  order  if  it  meets  your  approval : 
General  Orders,  1 Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  2.  ) Near  Yorktown,  ApHl  7,  1862. 

Tins  army  having  advanced  into  Southeastern  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  compell- 
ing submission  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  extensive  military  operations 
therein  being  found  necessary  for  the  suppression  of  the  existing  rebellion,  the  gen 
eral  commanding  deems  it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants 
and  their  property  and  the  good  order  of  the  army,  to  establish  that  unwritten  code 
of  law  which  civilization  has  provided  for  the  exigencies  of  a condition  of  war,  how- 
ever produced.  It  is  therefore  ordered — 

First.  That  martial  law  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  declared  to  exist  in  and  about 
all  places  occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  army  for  any  and  every  military  i^urpose,  and 
in  and  about  all  its  moving  columns  and  detachments,  of  whatever  kind. 

Second.  That  all  acts  committed  where  martial  law  is  thus  declared  to  exist,  either 
by  officers,  soldiers,  or  other  persons  connected  with  this  army,  or  by  inhabitants  or 
other  persons,  which  are  commonly  recognized  as  crimes  against  society,  or  which  may 
be  done  in  contravention  of  the  established  rules  of  war,  shall  be  punishable  by  a 
course  of  military  commission. 

Third.  Among  the  acts  that  are  made  punishable  are  murder,  rape,  malicious  per- 
sonal injuries,  arson,  robberies,  theft,  and  wanton  trespass,  including  also  all  attempts 
to  perpetrate  such  acts;  provided,  however,  that  no  cause  already  cognizable  by  court- 
martial  shall  be  tried  by  military  commission. 

Fourth.  Military  commissions  under  this  order  shall  be  appointed,  governed,  and 
conducted,  their  proceedings  reviewed,  and  their  sentences  executed  as  nearly  as 
practicable  in  accordance  with  courls-martial;  provided  that  all  punishments  under 
military  commission  shall  be  of  the  description  generally  affixed  throughout  the  United 
States  to  similar  offenses. 


GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN. 
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Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps,  , 
Warwick  Court-House^  Fa.,  A]^ril  8,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Sir  : Kothing  has  occurred  during  the  night  worthy  of  note.  General 
Peck  was  very  busy  and  brought  me  valuable  information.  One  of 
his  men  swam  across  to  an  island,  then  crossed  the  island  down  neai; 
James  Kiver,  and  found  himself  within  a hundred  yards  of  Mulberry 
Island,  where  he  saw  the  enemy’s  pickets.  He  also  saw  a camp  on  the 
spit  between  Warwick  and  James  Rivers. 

For  the  information  of  Major-General  McOlellan  I send  a copy  of 
my  note  to  General  Smith  to  withdraw  his  masses  from  the  enemy’s 
shot  and  shell.  Under  that  order  and  the  remarks  of  General  McOlel- 
lan General  Smith  has  withdrawn  his  division  some  3 miles  away  to 
the  riglit,  with  the  exception  of  Davidson’s  brigade,  which  I fortunately 
intercepted  before  it  moved.  General  Smith’s  orders  to  Davidson  re- 
quired the  withdrawal  of  all  his  pickets  from  the  front  occui)ied  by 
Smith’s  division  yesterday.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  General  Smith 
has  entirely  mistaken  his  orders,  unless  he  received  orders  from  General 
McClellan  which  I did  not  hear.  General  AIcClellan  having  onlj^,  as  I 
understood  him,  reiterated  my  orders  that  General  Smith  shouhl  with- 
draw his  men  not  on  duty  as  outguards,  &c.,  to  camps  far  enough  to 
the  rear  and  right  to  be  out  of  the  range  of  the  enemy’s  shot  and  shells. 
I consider  all  safe,  but  I have  not  yet  learned  the  exact  position  of 
Smith  with  his  two  brigades. 

I am  doing  everything  possible  to  get  up  supplies,  and  I have  deemed 
it  prudent  to  send  a train  to  R^ewport  News  for  small  rations,  having 
been  informed  by  Captain  Taylor  that  he  has  shipped  them  to  that  point. 

I have  directed  General  Casey  to  send  forward  a brigade  to  Young’s 
Mill,  to  which  point  the  roads  are  practicable,  as  soon  as  he  gets  trans- 
portation. I am  afraid  just  now  to  bring  more  troops  here,  for  fear  they 
will  starve  until  the  roads  are  improved. 

Professor  Lowe  asks  me  for  six  wagons  to  bring  up  his  balloon.  I 
cannot  furnish  one  until  I get  up  forage  and  provisions. 

If  the  front  occupied  by  Smith  yesterday  is  assailed,  Graham  and 
Davidson  have  two  brigades  and  a battery  or  two  to  oppose  him.  I do 
not  fear  that  the  enemy  will  cross  in  force  anywhere,  but  he  is  more 
likely  to  assail  my  right  if  he  would  do  much  damage. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  April  8,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Headquarters,  near  Yorktown : 

Your  two  telegrams  of  the  7th  instant  have  just  been  received — 10 
o’clock  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  8th  April. 

Your  proclamation  is  approved,  and  I will  send  by  mail  the  proceed- 
ings of  a military  commission  for  similar  offenses  lately  in  Missouri, 
which  are  a good  form  of  procedure. 

Your  telegram  respecting  military  operations  was  received  at  the 
same  time  and  will  be  submitted  early  in  the  morning  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  President.  We  liave  official  information,  this  moment 
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received  from  General  Halleck,  confirming  the  capture  of  a great  num- 
ber of  prisoners  and  immense  quantity  of  military  stores  and  artillery 
at  Island  No.  10,  and  also  of  a brilliant  victory  by  General  Grant  and 
Buell’s  advance  corps  over  Beauregard  at  Pittsburg.  We  hoi)e  even 
greater  results  from  your  operations,  and  are  longing  to  send  the  shout 
of  victory  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Mississippi. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Near  Yorktown,  A'pril  8,  1862. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough: 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  kind  letter  received.  From  the  information 
received  thus  far  I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  masked  battery  on  the 
river  bank  below  Yorktown  is  not  in  existence,  but  that  the  gun  fired 
upon  Missroon  was  from  the  advanced  bastion  of  the  place  itself. 

Porter  thinks  that  he  has  found  a place  from  which  we  can  enfilade 
their  water  batteries.  I go  there  in  a few  minutes  to  look  at  it.  Should 
it  prove  to  be  so,  we  can  enable  the  gunboats  to  take  an  effective  part 
in  the  contest. 

The  weather  is  infamous  j has  been  raining  hard  for  the  last  fourteen 
hours  and  still  continues.  The  roads  are  horrid,  and  we  have  the 
devil’s  own  time  about  supplies. 

I have  made  strong  representations  as  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  First 
Corps,  which  has  forced  me  to  abandon  the  Severn  movement,  and  hope 
that  the  President  may  be  induced  to  change  his  order. 

Persons  say  that  Joe  Johnston  has  assumed  command  j that  heavy 
re-enforcements  are  arriving,  and  that  they  intend  to  fight  the  great 
battle  here.  I am  probably  weaker  than  they  now  are  or  soon  will  be, 
but  I will  whip  them  in  spite  of  the  fact  [that]  50,000  men  have  been 
withdrawn  from  my  command  since  I commenced  the  operation.  This 
reduction  of  force  necessitates  more  caution  on  my  part. 

The  position  of  the  enemy  is  considered  strong,  but  we  are  learning 
more  of  it  every  hour.  Our  men  behave  splendidly;  brave  and  patient 
as  men  can  be. 

I will  communicate  with  Missroon  this  morning  and  write  you  fully 
to-night. 

In  great  haste,  sincerely,  your  friend, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding. 

Porter’s  camp  is  just  shelling  range;  his  pickets  and  sharpshooters 
are  near  enough  to  pick  off  their  cannoneers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  near  YorMown^  April  8,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 

General  : I send  herewith  copies  of  letters  received  by  me  from 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  and  Captain  Missroon  in  regard  to  defenses 
of  Yorktown  and  Gloucester.  The  Severn  movement  was  abandoned 
in  consequence  of  the  sudden  decrease  of  my  force.  I had  arranged 


^0  THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA.  [Chap.  XXIII. 

the  matter  with  the  flag-officer  before  I was  informed  of  the  decrease  of 
my  army. 

The  proposed  landing  at  the  Sand  Box  was  obviated  by  the  fact  that 
my  left  turned  the  enemy^s  line  at  Howard’s  Bridge. 

With  the  request  that  the  inclosed  papers  may  be  laid  before  the 
Secretary  and  the  President, 

I am,  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  l.J 

IT.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Stmday,  April  6,  1862 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Yorktown,  Va. : 

My  Dear  General  : Just  this  moment  received  your  dispatch  of  last 
night.  The  Mystic  is  not  here,  nor  do  I expect  her  for  some  time  to  come. 
Until  the  guns  on  Gloucester  Point  be  turned  by  the  movement  up  the 
Severn  it  will  be  wholly  impracticable,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  small 
naval  force  I can  now  detail  to  assist  you  to  attack  the  forts  at  Yorktown 
and  Gloucester  with  any  prospect  of  success,  unless,  forsooth,  it  be 
practicable  to  run  past  those  forts  at  night  and  so  get  on  the  inside  of 
them  and  assail  them  in  flank.  Of  this  Missroon  may  judge.  Tell  him 
what  I say.  You  know  my  position  here.  I dare  not  leave  the  Merri* 
mac  and  consorts  unguarded.  Were  she  out  of  the  way  everything  I 
have  here  should  be  at  work  in  your  behalf;  but  as  things  stand  you 
must  not  count  upon  my  sending  any  more  vessels  to  aid  your  opera- 
tions than  those  I mentioned  to  you.  Some  of  them  are  now  at  and 
about  York  Kiver,  under  Missroon,  and  the  other  three  I hold  here  to 
move  with  your  division  up  the  Severn  if  you  still  intend  to  send  over 
there,  and,  if  you  do  not,  I shall  send  them  off  to  Missroon  on  being  in- 
formed of  the  fact  by  you. 

I wish  it  had  been  in  your  power  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  landing  at 
the  Sand  Box,  up  the  Severn,  and  moving  from  Fort  Monroe  and  about 
Newport  News  simultaneously.  Will  you  not  still  have  serious  diffi- 
culty in  your  way  in  marching  a force  from  Shipping  Point  to  York- 
town*? 

The  moment  you  tell  nie  of  your  intention  not  to  carr^^  out  the  Severn 
movement  I shall  dispatch  the  three  vessels  now  here  for  York  Eiver 
service  to  Missroon,  but  until  I do  hear  from  you  on  the  subject  I shall 
keep  them  on  hand  ready  for  a spring  at  a moment’s  notice. 

Write  me  or  telegraph  as  often  as  you  can.  I feel  an  intense  interest 
in  you  and  your  operations. 

In  great  haste,  yours,  most  truly  and  faithfully, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOKOUGH. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Wachusett,  April  5,  1862 — 11.45  a.  m. 
General  George  B.  McClellan  : 

My  Dear  General  : 1 received  your  note  of  4th  last  evening,  pro- 
posing to  me  to  shell  at  long  range  to-day  noon.  I was  prepared  to 
do  so  with  three  gunboats  to-day.  At  daylight  this  morning  we  had 
the  first  clear  view,  which  disclosed  vast  additions  to  the  fortifications 
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of  which  I had  the  plans — so  vast  that  these  boats  would  be  destroyed 
in  twenty  minutes. 

I have  to-day  discovered  the  position  of  the  masked  battery  of  four 
10-inch  guns,  lo  which  have  been  added  extensive  works,  and  some 
more  guns  have  been  reported.  I am  now  trying  to  draw  its  fire  by 
advancing  and  firing  at  long  ranges ; so  far  without  effect. 

I have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  yesterday  of  11  p.  m.  It 
came  too  late  for  me  to  get  to  you  to-day.  I wish  I could ; but,  my 
dear  sir,  I am  without  officers.  I have  not  one  with  whom  I dare  to 
leave  this  vessel.  None  have  any  experience  whatever. 

I saw  your  troops  advancing  along  Worinley^s  Creek  toward  the 
masked  battery  of  four  10-inch  guns.  Until  these  are  taken  I cannot 
advance  with  this  range.  When  these  are  taken  they  can  be  turned 
on  the  water  battery  which  lies  nearest  to  us,  and  which  has  lalely 
been  made  more  extensive  also,  as  I see  by  the  new  earth. 

When  you  take  the  Wormley^s  Creek  we  can  have  uninterrupted 
communication  at  any  and  all  times.  The  view  is  good  from  where  I 
am.  Your  signal  officer  did  not  come  on  board,  and  would  be  very 
serviceable  if  here. 

I am,  with  the  commanders  of  the  two  vessels  with  me,  anxious  to 
assist  you  j but  you  see  the  cost  of  its  attempt  in  the  existing  state  of 
things.  Depend  on  it,  all  the  fortifications  have  been  largely  increased. 

Our  want  of  officers  is  a hard  trial,  and  my  presence  is  a necessity 
to  my  vessel  j yet  if  you  still  wish  it  at  any  time  that  I should  join  you 
I will  do  so. 

Your  views  in  writing  will  be  carried  out  faithfully,  if  possible,  or  by 
signal.  If  you  want  me  to  take  the  boats  under  fire  say  so,  and  it  shall 
be  done  at  once,  no  matter  at  what  cost. 

I am  writing  this  on  deck  while  firing. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  S.  MISSUOON. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Sunday,  April  6,  1862—4  p.  m. 

General  George  B.  McClellan: 

My  Dear  General:  I have  received  your  favor  of  this  date  by 
Colonel  Key  and  hasten  to  say  that  I have  already  written  you  via 
Shipping  Point  in  reply,  giving  my  reasons  for  not  having  joined  you. 
The  time  you  proposed  to  proceed  with  me  had  elapsed,  and  particularly 
the  difficulties  of  my  leaving  my  vessel,  owing  to  the  want  of  officers 
of  experience  to  take  care  of  her. 

I have  explained  in  my  note  of  to-day,  and  have  repeated  to  Colonel 
Key,  the  greatly  increased  strength  of  the  fortifications,  as  seen  from 
this  position.  The  forts  at  Gloucester  are  very  formidable  indeed,  and 
the  water  batteries  of  Yorktown  have  evidently  been  increased  in 
dimensions  within  a few  days,  as  indicated  by  the  new  earth. 

As  I pointed  out  to  you  in  our  interview,  the  wmrks  to  be  most  appre- 
hended (though  they  all  are  too  formidable  for  our  vessels  or  three  or 
four  times  their  numbers  and  class)  are  the  guns  in  mask,  about  one- 
fourth  to  one-half  of  a mile  this  side  of  Yorktown,  which  position  I 
pointed  out  to  Colonel  Key. 

The  enemy  are  still  on  Gloucester  Point j how  strong  I cannot  saj^ 
So  long  as  he  holds  that  formidable  work  (or  indeed  upiier  and  lower 
work)  we  surely  cannot  command  the  York  Kiver.  All  the  gunboats 
of  the  Navy  would  fail  to  take  it,  but  would  be  destroyed  in  the  attempt; 
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yet  I will  not  hesitate  to  try  the  experiment,  if  required  to  do  so,  with 
the  force,  however  inadequate. 

I have  explained  to  Colonel  Key  that  if  you  turn  the  masked  works 
which  I fired  on  to-day  and  receive  its  fire  in  return,  the  guns  would 
command  the  next  water  battery,  which  is  about  the  fifth  of  a mile  from 
it,  toward  Yorktown,  as  it  appears  from  this  ship. 

With  those  two  batteries  carried,  this  force  might  approach  near 
enough  to  shell  Yorktown  at  long  range,  but  nothing  more.  These 
vessels  of  this  class  are  not  calculated  for  closer  or  heavier  work. 

As  I could  not  go  in  time  to  reach  you  to-day,  as  requested,  I sent, 
after  dispatching  my  letter  to  you,  the  second  in  rank,  Lieutenant-Com- 
manding Clitz,  to  confer  with  you,  and  now  with  Colonel  Key  I proceed 
to  Wormley’s  Creek  to  meet  you  or  General  Heintzelman. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  S.  MISSEOOK, 

Commanding. 


Near  Yorktown,  April  8,  1802 — 10.30  p.  m. 

, (Eeceived  April  10,  1862 — 2 p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Weather  terrible.  Eaining  heavily  last  twenty-eight  hours.  Eoads 
and  camps  in  awful  condition.  Very  little  firing  to  day.  Eeconnaissance 
being  continued  under  disadvantageous  circumstances.  General  Sum- 
ner has  arrived.  Most  of  Eichardson’s  division  at  Ship  Point.  I can- 
not move  it  from  there  in  present  state  of  roads  until  I get  more  wagons. 
I need  more  force  to  make  the  attack  on  Gloucester. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Ko.  113.  1 Camp  near  Yorldown,  Va.^  April  8,  1862. 

The  following  instructions  are  published  for  the  guidance  of  this  army, 
and  will  be  strictly  observed  and  enforced : 

I.  The  order  of  march  and  the  dispositions  for  the  same  will  be  com- 
municated at  the  proper  time  to  the  commanders  immediately  concerned, 
who  will  be  held  responsible  for  their  prompt  execution. 

II.  While  on  the  route,  generals  commanding  divisions  and  brigades 
will  be  careful  that  the  proper  distances  are  observed  throughout  their 
respective  columns,  moving  occasionally  along  the  line  or  sending  a 
staff  officer  to  correct  irregularities.  Field  officers  of  regiments  will 
use  the  same  means  to  preserve  order  in  their  commands.  All  unneces- 
sary discharge  of  fire-arms  is  strictly  prohibited  and  will  be  severely 
Xmnished.  The  muskets  of  the  troops,  excepting  those  composing  the 
advance  and  rear  guards  and  flankers,  will  not  be  capped,  unless  special 
orders  be  given. 

III.  Halts,  not  exceeding  ten  minutes  each,  will  be  made  every  hour 
of  the  march  and  at  midday,  one  from  thirty  minutes  to  an  hour  in 
length.  The  signal  will  be  sounded  from  the  head  of  the  column  and 
repeated  down  the  whole  line.  Eegiments  will  halt  on  the  ground 
where  they  are  when  the  signal  sounds.  When  it  is  desired  that  the 
whole  column  shall  close  up  regularly,  the  command  will  be  given  to^ 
the  leading  regiment  and  the  word  passed  to  the  rear.  During  all 
halts  the  advance  and  rear  guards,  as  well  as  the  flankers,  will  remaiu  r 
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in  their  respective  positions  (General  Orders,  69,  Headquarters  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  February  25,  1862),  and  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance 
to  guard  against  sarxorise. 

IV.  All  commanding  officers  are  held  responsible  that  no  straggling 
takes  place  in  their  respective  commands.  No  one  will  be  allowed  to 
leave  the  ranks,  except  during  a halt,  unless  in  case  of  sickness.  Should 
a soldier  be  taken  sick,  he  will  be  sent  to  the  rear  in  charge  of  a non- 
commissioned officer  and  reported  to  the  medical  officer  with  the  am- 
bulance train,  who  will  act  as  the  case  requires. 

Y.  The  ambulance  and  baggage  train  of  each  brigade  will  ordinarily 
follow  immediately  in  rear  of  its  brigade,  under  the  direction  of  the 
brigade  quartermaster,  assisted  by  the  quartermasters  of  the  respective 
regiments;  all  of  whom  will  remain  constantly  with  the  trains  and 
preserve  the  strictest  order  and  .discipline.  Supply  trains  will,  as  a 
general  rule,  follow  the  baggage  trains  of  the  troops  for  whom  the  sui> 
plies  are  intended.  Should  a team  be  delayed  by  accident  on  the  march, 
it  will  be  drawn  to  one  side  of  the  road,  while  those  in  its  rear  will  close 
up  the  interval.  Whenever  trains  or  any  number  of  wagons  halt  from 
any  cause,  they  will,  as  far  as  possible,  be  drawn  to  one  side  of  the 
road,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  free  passage  of  troops,  artillery,  and  other 
trains  that  may  be  ordered  to  the  front. 

VI.  The  passage  of  the  defiles  or  obstacles  will  be  made  in  close  orde^, 
the  “route  step”  being  resumed  by  each  regiment  after  its  last  company 
has  passed,  itegiments  in  rear  will  close  in  mass  on  head  of  column 
while  those  in  front  are  passing  the  defile  or  obstacle. 

VII.  The  pioueers  of  each  brigade,  with  their  tools  and  implements, 
will  march  in  front  of  their  res])ective  brigades,  under  direction  of  an 
engineer  officer.  The  roads  will  be  repaired,  and,  whenever  i)ractica- 
ble,  all  obstacles  to  the  easy  passage  of  troops  and  trains  will  be  re- 
moved. 

VIII.  “To  the  color,”  sounded  on  the  march,  will  be  the  signal  to* 
prepare  for  action.  At  this  call  the  trains  will  draw,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  one  side  of  the  road  and  halt;  the  ambulances  will  be  prepared  for 
service ; the  men  will  close  their  ranks  without  further  orders,  and  i^ra- 
serve  i^erfect  silence. 

IX.  All  commands  and  signals  must  be  passed  from  front  to  rear  of* 
the  column  with  the  utmost  promptness  and  celerity. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  ; 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  GeneraL 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  114.  i Camp  near  Yorlctown,  Fu.,  April  8,  1862. 

The  unsoldierlike  practice,  which  for  a few  days  past  has  prevailed 
in  some  of  the  regiments  of  this  army,  of  firing  away  cartridges  while 
upon  the  march  and  in  camp,  without  any  object  save  the  wanton  de- 
struction of  Government  property  which  has  at  great  expense  and 
care  been  furnished  for  the  purpose  of  combating  the  enemies  of  our 
country,  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  general  commanding, 
who  learns  with  deep  regret  that  one  or  more  soldiers  have  been  killed 
and  several  wounded  by  this  culpable  violation  of  orders. 

The  order  is  now  reiterated  that  hereafter  all  commanders  of  army 
corps,  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  and  companies  give  their  especial 
and  unremitting  attention  to  the  immediate  suppression  of  this  practice 
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in  future,  and  they  will  be  required  to  bring  to  a summary  punishment . 
every  officer  or  soldier  who  violates  this  order. 

To  avoid  the  accidental  discharge  of  hre-arms  caps  will  not  be  i 
allowed  upon  the  cones  until  they  are  required  for  immediate  use  I 
against  the  enemy,  and  as  soon  as  the  occasion  no  longer  exists  they  ; 
will  be  removed  and  placed  in  their  cap  boxes. 

Company  inspections  will  be  made  every  evening,  when  the  arms  and  j 
cartridge  boxes  of  every  man  will  be  examined  by  the  company  com-  ( 
manders,  and  if  any  caps  are  found  upon  the  cones  or  if  the  proper  ] 
number  of  cartridges  are  not  in  the  boxes  the  delinquents  will  be  placed  1 
in  confinement  and  punished.  I 

All  commanders  are  expected  to  enforce  the  requirements  of  thii^  i 
order,  and  they  will  be  held  responsible  that  its  provisions  are  faith- 
fully complied  with. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  9,  1862 — 9 p.  m. 

Lorenzo  Thomas,  Adjutant- General : 

Weather  still  execrable;  country  covered  with  water;  roads  terrible. 
It  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  I can  supiily  the  troops.  We  are 
doing  an  immense  deal  of  work  on  the  roads.  Cannot  land  siege  train 
until  the  wind  moderates.  Eeconnaissances  being  pushed  and  points 
of  attack  pretty  well  determined.  Eebels  have  thrown  10  and  12  inch 
shells  yesterday  and  to-day  without  effect.  I have  now  placed  all  the 
troops  in  bivouac  just  out  of  shell  range,  holding  all  our  advanced  posi- 
tions with  strong  detachments  well  sheltered.  I shall  not  lose  an  hour 
in  placing  our  heavy  guns  in  batteries,  and  will  assault  at  the  earliest 
X>racticable  moment.  The  feeling  of  the  troops  is  excellent. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

/ Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  9,  18G2. 

General  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : In  answer  to  your  communication  of  yesterday  I am  di- 
rected to  say  that  there  was  a slight  misunderstanding  regarding  the 
disposition  he  desired  to  be  made  of  your  corps.  He  wished  General 
Smith’s  division  to  be  withdrawn  somewhat  to  the  rear  and  right,  so  as 
to  occupy  a position  along  in  rear  of  the  Yorktown  and  Warwick  Court- 
House  road,  extending  as  far  to  the  right  as  the  Cross-Eoads  or  Four 
Corners,  and  he  desires  General  Davidson’s  brigade  also  brought  back 
upon  the  same  line,  leaving  suflicient  picket  guards  to  watch  the  enemy 
closely  and  to  protect  the  main  body  from  a" surprise. 

General  Smith  now  occupies  the  Yorktown  road  beyond  the  Four 
Corners,  but  the  general  wishes  him  to  remain  there  until  he  can 
(probably  to-morrow)  send  a brigade  from  Sedgwick’s  division  to  fill 
riie  gap. 
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He  also  wishes  you  to  draw  back  your  other  divisions  upon  the  same 
line,  so  as  to  connect  with  General  Smith’s  left  and  Warwick  Court- 
House,  placing  pickets  upon  the  dilferent  small  roads  running  toward 
our  front  and  upon  such  other  localities  as  you  may  think  necessary 
for  the  security  of  your  position  ; also  watching  closely  the  country  be- 
low you  to  the  mouth  of  Warwick  Biver. 

The  general  believes  that  under  existing  circumstances  this  will  be 
the  best  disposition  of  your  corps,  as  it  will  enable  you  to  observe  the 
enemy  and  cover  your  masses.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  until 
further  orders  to  supx)ly  your  corps  with  forage  and  provisions  from 
Ship  Point  with  your  own  teams. 

Please  have  the  roads  put  in  as  good  condition  as  practicable. 

I would  suggest  that  whenever  it  can  be  done  without  loss  of  time 
you  direct  your  teams  to  remain  overnight  at  Ship  Point,  giving  them 
a good  feed  of  hay  and  grain  there.  This  will  economize  transporta- 
tion and  will  invigorate  the  animals  for  returning. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  MABOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Corps,  Warwick  Court-House, 

April  9,  1862 — 3 p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Sir:  I have  this  moment,  on  my  return  from  a reconnaissance,  re- 
iceived  your  dispatch  of  this  morning.  The  line  pointed  but  for  Smith’s 
division  corresponds  entirely  with  my  views,  and  is  nearly  the  same  as 
‘that  to  which  I supposed  he  would  withdraw,  under  my  order  of  8 a.  m. 
jOf  the  7th  instant,  although  I had  not  had  time  to  examine  my  whole 
front.  I will  direct  General  Smith  to  look  out  for  proper  camps  for  his 
j brigades,  so  as  to  move  as  soon  as  one  of  Sedgwick’s  brigades  appears 
in  his  vicinity.  Davidson’s  brigade  was  withdrawn  a mile  to  the  rear 
and  considerably  to  the  right  after  General  McClellan  was  here.  He 
can  remain  there  until  Smith  establishes  his  other  two  brigades,  and 
he  will  not  probably  find  it  necessary  to  move  much  to  carry  out  your 
orders. 

In  regard  to  Couch’s  division,  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  draw 
back  Graham’s  brigade  to  near  the  Court-House  and  to  extend  Briggs’ 
and  Peck’s  brigades  considerably  more  to  the  left  and  rear  than  they 
were  when  General  McClellan  reconnoitered  the  left.  My  reconnais- 
isance  this  morning  took  me  back  to  more  than  half  way  to  Young’s 
Mill,  and  I did  not  reach  the  mouth  of  Warwick  Biver  by  more  than 
a mile.  I went  quite  down  to  the  shore,  and  found  a good  hard  land- 
ing and  the  remains  of  an  old  wharf.  This  morning  a rebel  gunboat 
same  up  into  the  mouth  of  Warwick  Biver,  fired  a shell,  and  turned 
back.  ’ 

I directed  iny  pickets  to  connect  with  those  thrown  out  from  Young’s 
Mill.  They  did  so  connect  last  night.  I more  apprehend  a fight  with 
the  eiiemy  on  my  left  than  at  any  other  i)oint,  and  must  make  my  dis- 
positions accordingly. 

I have  directed  a reconnaissance  of  the  road  to  Ship  Point,  and  shall 
put  on  a working  party  as  soon  as  the  best  route  can  be  ascertained. 

Owing  to  assiduous  friendly  exertions  of  that  most  excellent  officer 
□rigadier-General  Mansfield,  I have  been  aide  to  procure  forage  and 
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provisions  from  Newport  News  when  they  could  not  be  had  from  Ship 
Point,  which  prevented  serious  suffering  among  my  men  and  the 
probable  loss  of  many  animals.  I had  before  the  receipt  of  your  note 
directed  that  animals  should  be  fed  well  at  the  depots. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  1).  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps,  Army  Potomac. 


HEADQUi^RTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

April  10,  1862.  (Received  6 p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  reconnaissance  to-day  proves  that  it  is  necessary  to  invest  and 
attack  Gloucester  Point.  Give  me  Franklin  and  McCall’s  divisions, 
under  command  of  Franklin  and  I will  at  once  undertake  it.  It  cii 
cumstances  of  which  1 am  not  aware  make  it  impossible  for  you  to  send 
' me  two  divisions  to  carrv  out  this  final  plan  of  camxiaign  1 v/ill  run  the 
risk  and  hold  myself  responsible  for  the  results  if  you  will  give  me 
Franklin’s  division.  If  you  still  confide  in  my  judgment  I entreat  that 
you  will  grant  this  request.  The  fate  of  our  cause  depends  uxion  it. 
Although  willing  under  the  pressure  of  necessity  to  carry  this  through 
Mith  Franklin  alone,  I vish  it  to  be  distinctly  unilerstood  that  I think 
two  divisions  necessary.  Franklin  and  his  division  are  indisiiensable 
to  me  General  Barnard  concurs  in  this  view.  I have  determined 
upon  the  point  of  attack,  and  am  at  this  moment  engaged  in  fixing 

the  positions  of  the  batteries.  t a 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  near  Yorldoicn,  April  10,  1862 — 9.30  X).  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

■ Adjutayit- General  U.  8.  Army  : 

General  : It  has  not  rained  to-day  since  quite  early  in  the  morning, 
and  is  now  clear.  The  ground  is  already  beginning  to  dry  ux),  and 
we  shall  have  better  roads  to-morrow.  Additional  and  mor^  suitable 
landing  points  have  been  found  for  supifiies,  siege  material,  &c. ; some 
of  them  on  much  better  roads  than  any  Ave  have  heretofore  used. 

I obtained  to-day  an  excellent  view  of  the  water  defenses  of  York- 
town  and  Gloucester;  thej"  are  very  strong.  I saw  a number  of 
schooners ; some  landing  men.  Captain  Missroon  (commanding  gun- 
boats) informs  me  that  re-enforcements  are  constantly  arriving  in  that 

manner.  . wa- 

I have  not  yet  heard  the  result  of  to-day’s  reconnaissances  on  tne  leit. 
I directed  the  enemy’s  pickets  near  Lee’s  Mill  to  be  driven  across  the 
stream,  to  enable  the  engineers  to  make  a close  examination. 

I have  telegraphed  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  asking  him  to  let  me 
liave  the  Naiigatuck,  in  order  that  she  may  annoy  the  enemy’s  wharves 
Hiid  prevent  their  disembarking  troops  by  daylight.  The  enemy  is 
strengthening  himself  and  will  evidently  make  a desperate  resistance. 
Gloucester  is  stronglj^  fortified  on  the  land  side.  tvt  t 

Assistant  Secretary  Fox  has  promised  to  let  me  have  the  Mystic.  i 
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propose  to  have  her  pass  the  batteries  at  night  and  destroy  the  enemy’s 
vessels  and  communication  on  the  York  Eiver.  She  can  probably  take 
their  water  batteries  in  reverse  and  greatly  facilitate  our  operations. 
The  troops  are  in  the  best  spirits  5 not  much  firing  to-day. 

I would  be  glad  to  have  prepared  reserve  supplies  of  shells,  &c.,  for 
the  4J-inch  rifle  guns,  8 and  10  inch  mortars,  and  for  some  13-inch  mor- 
tars that  Secretary  Fox  has  been  kind  enough  to  loan  me. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


ITear  Yorktown,  Aiwil  10,  1862. 
(Eeceived  April  11,  1862—5.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

N’othing  of  interest  to-day.  Weather  and  roads  a little  better.  Shall 
make  good  progress  in  landing  heavy  guns  and  supplies  to-morrow. 
Hooker’s  division  commenced  arriving.  Examined  water  defenses. 
Enemy  strengthening  works  and  receiving  re-enforcements.  Glouces- 
ter well  fortified  on  land  side. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Camp  near  Yorktown, 

April  10,  1862 — 8.10  p.  m. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  Squadron.,  Hampton  Roads : 

I have  had  a good  view  to-day  of  the  river  defenses  of  Yorktown 
and  Gloucester.  If  you  can  spare  her  please  send  the  Naugatuck  and 
any  other  small  vessel,  with  an  80  op  100-pounder  rifle.  With  such 
guns  we  can  probably  prevent  their  landing  men  and  supplies  from 
York  Eiver  in  daylight  and  can  annoy  them  much  at  night.  If  the 
Mystic  can  run  the  batteries  she  can  break  up  all  their  communication 
by  York  Eiver  and  disturb  them  terribly,  even  if  she  cannot  drive 
them  out  of  the  water  batteries  by  a reverse  fire. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  TorMown,  April  10,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborouoh,  Hampton  Roads : 

Franklin’s  division  is  ordered  to  join  me.  It  will  be  some  three  or 
four  days.  Weather  good;  roads  improving. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  TorJctoicn,  April  10,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin, 

Manassas  or  Alexandria : 

Bring  with  your  division  your  wagons,  ambulances,  animals,  tents, 
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tools,  &c.  Push  your  division,  and  join  me  at  once  in  my  camp  to 
arrange  movements.  I congratulate  myself  upon  your  new  orders. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  April  11,  1862—11  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  Merrimac  came  out  and  planted  herself  between  Newport  News 
and  Sewell’s  Point,  with  the  York  town  and  Jamestown  and  several 
gunboats  and  tugs.  The  tugs  came  down  as  far  as  Bates’  Dock,  and 
carried  off*  three  small  vessels,  empty.  Driving  cattle  across  Hampton 
Bridge  this  morning  it  was  broken  down  and  I could  not  cross;  other- 
wise I would  have  sent  my  artillery  to  protect  them. 

Brigadier-General  Casey’s  division  was  quite  near,  within  a mile.  I 
believe  it  is  the  intention  to  strengthen  the  rebels  opposite  the  War- 
wick Court-House.  Brigadier- General  Keyes’  corps  is  opposite  the 
rebels.  I have  telegraphed  McClellan  that  the  Yorktown  and  James- 
town were  crowded  with  troops  opposite  to  General  Keyes.  I have  a 
battery  at  Newport  News,  but  Brigadier-General  Mansfield  says  for 
the  want  of  horses  it  is  of  no  use.  Everything  we  had  has  been  put 
in  requisition  to  aid  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ; consequently  we  are 
somewhat  in  a crippled  condition.  The  roads  are  almost  impassable. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL,  . 

Major- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

April  11,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

The  Merrimac,  Jamestown,  Yorktown,  and  several  gunboats  and 
tugs  appeared  between  Newport  News  and  Sewell’s  Point.  The  only 
damage  done  us  is  the  capture  of  three  small  vessels,  one  empty,  one 
loaded  with  hay,  and  the  other  loaded,  it  is  said,  with  coal.  These 
vessels  were  captured  opposite  Brigadier-General  Casey’s  division  with 
small  guns  of  3-inch  caliber,  and  some  200  feet  from  shore,  and  although 
the  shore  was  lined  by  soldiers  no  effort  was  made  to  prevent  the 
capture.*  Why  it  was  so  is  more  than  I can  conjecture.  The  general 
belongs  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  does  not  consider  himself 
under  my  orders,  although,  since  the  capture  of  the  vessels,  he  has 
offered  his  and  the  services  of  his  division  if  I should  need  them. 
His  division  is  detained  for  want  of  transportation.  He  proposes  to 
march  on  Sunday  or  Monday  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  We 
liave  a fine  day,  and  probably  will  have  a fine  moonlight  night, 
when  it  is  conjectured  by  some  that  the  Merrimac  and  her  companions, 
the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown,  with  their  gunboats,  may  attempt  to 
pass  out  of  the  Koads.  I will  detain  the  Baltimore  boat  until  to- 
morrow. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Bri gadier-  Genera  1. 

* But  see  Casey  to  Wool  and  Wool  to  Casey,  same  date ; and  Casey  to  Stanton  and 
Wool  to  Stanton,  April  13,  pp.  89,  95, 96. 
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Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

/ April  li,  1862 — 5 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  not  failed  to  keep  you  advised  of  what  is  passing  in  Hampton 
Roads.  Among  other  conjectures  it  is  thought  the  Merrimac  intends 
to  make  her  way  to  Yorktown  to  relieve  the  rebels  of  our  gunboats,  and 
to  drive  us  from  Ship  Point,  where  hie  had  his  depot  of  supplies.  I will 
keep  you  advised  of  all  movements,  if  it  is  possible.  The  flag-officer 
has  at  last  furnished  us  with  a gunboat  to  keep  the  enemy’s  boats  from 
entering  Hampton  Creek. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  GeneraL 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

April  11, 1862 — 5.  p.  m. 


Merrimac  came  down  toward  the  Monitor  and  Stevens.  The  latter 
fired  four  or  five  rounds  and  the  Merrimac  one  round,  when  she,  with 
her  consorts,  returned  to  Oraney  Island.  Thus  ends  the  day.  What 
the  night  may  bring  forth  I am  unable  to  say. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  GeneraL 


Headquarters  Casey’s  Division, 

Near  Newport  Neivs^  Yu.,  April  11,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool: 

General  : I have  just  been  shown  a telegram  which  you  sent  to 
General  Mansfield  to-day  with  regard  to  the  taking  of  some  transports 
by  the  Jamestown.  In  it  you  have  cast  a reflection  on  me  by  saying 
the  troops  of  General  Casey  were  near  and  many  of  them  on  the  beach 
opposite  at  the  time  they  were  captured. 

From  the  statement  of  [an]  eye- witness  of  the  capture  I learn  that 
the  vessels  captured  were  at  least  from  5 to  6 miles  from  my  encamp- 
ment. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  you  had  not  informed  yourself  of  the 
true  position  of  my  troops  before  making  any  statement  about  them. 
The  false  idea  which  your  telegram  conveys  I trust  you  will  correct  at 
once.  The  first  intimation  of  the  appearance  of  the  Merrimac  I re- 
ceived from  yourself. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  CASEY, 

Brigadier- General.,  Commanding  Division, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Yiruinia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  11,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey: 

General  : I am  very  happy  to  be  set  right  in  relation  to  your  com- 
mand. I iiresume  the  troops  said  to  be  on  the  beach  at  the  time  the 
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three  vessels  were  captured  must  be  some  artillery  and  Ninth  [N.  Y.J 
Cavalry.  Twenty-nine  of  these  were  sent  here  as  deserters  and  sent 
to  Fort  Wool.  1 know  nothing  of  your  position,  except  report  from 
several  officers  that  your  division  was  near  Bates’  Dock.  It  will  afford 
me  pleasure  to  correct  any  impression  unfavorable  to  yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Cam])  Scott,  April  11,  1862 — 11.20  p.  m. 
Commander  John  Eodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  attend  to  the  embarkation  of  General 
Franklin’s  division,  and  arrange  matters  so  that  it  can  all  move  to- 
gether. After  making  arrangements  for  the  movement  I will  be  glad 
to  see  you  here,  and  in  time  for  you  to  join  the  division  before  it  dis-  ’ 
embarks.  I am  particularly  anxious  that  you  should  superintend  the 
disembarkation.  It  will  disembark  on  the  Severn  Eiver. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Yorhtown,  April  11,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I reached  these  headquarters  at  7 o’clock  this  evening,  having  had 
an  accident  to  the  steamer  on  the  way  from  Fort  Monroe  to  Ship  Point, 
and  I was  five  hours  on  horseback.  The  roads  being  almost  impass- 
able, and  so  entirely  occupied  with  arm3^  I frequently  had  to  leave  the 
road  and  take  to  the  woods.  The  severe  storm  at  Fort  Monroe  pre- 
vented transports  from  leaving  for  several  days.  The  facilities  for 
landing  at  Ship  Point  are  very  poor,  and  for  several  days  it  must  have 
been  next  to  impossible  to  move  artillery  over  such  roads.  I learn  that 
12,000  men  are  engaged  in  repairing  and  building  new  roads.  The 
difficulties  of  transportation  have  been  so  great  that  some  of  the  cav- 
alry horses  had  to  be  sent  back,  to  keep  them  from  starving. 

I will  report  my  observations  of  army  movements  to-morrow,  but  I 
see  an  earnest  determination  to  lose  no  time  in  attacking  the  enemy 
combined. 

JOHN  TUCKER, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Departiment, 
Washington,  April  11,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Headquarters  near  Yorhtown : 

Franklin’s  division  is  marching  to  Alexandria  to  embark.  McCall’s 
will  be  sent  if  the  safety  of  this  city  will  permit.  Inform  me  where 
you  want  Franklin  to  land.  He  will  embark  to-morrow  and  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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War  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  April  11,  1862 — 8.45  p.  m. 

Lieutenaut  Ferg-uson, 

Quartermaster,  Alexandria : 

Lose  no  time  in  having  transportation  ready  to  take  Franklin’s  di- 
vision to  Old  Point.  Direct  the  boats  to  be  coaled  to-night,  if  it  has 
not’alreadj^  been  done. 

Eeport  to  me  immediately  the  names  of  the  transports  that  are  ready 
and  how  many  men  they  can  take.  I am  waiting  your  answer  at  the 
Department. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Alexandria,  April  11,  1862. 

(Eeceived  9.15  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

There  are  but  two  transports  here  that  can  be  used  for  troops,  and 
they  are  both  in  perfect  readiness  ; their  names  are  the  Constitution  and 
Ocean  Queen  j they  can  carry  7,000  men.  Other  transports  will  proba- 
bly arrive  to-morrow. 

C.  B.  FEEGUSON, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Army  oe  the  Potomac, 

Near  Yorhtown,  April  11,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  -M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Weather  good;  work  on  roads  iirogressing.  Nothing  is  left  undone 
to  enable  us  to  attack  with  least  possible  delay.  Eeconnaissances 
pushed  boldly  and  satisfactorily  to-day.  Several  skirmishes  to-day,  in 
which  we  have  had  a few  wounded — none  killed.  In  every  case  drove 
back  the  enemy  with  considerable  loss  on  his  side.  Our  men  show  the 
utmost  spirit  in  all  these  affairs,  and  have  been  uniformly  successful. 
I am  delighted  with  Franklin’s  orders,  and  beg  to  thank  you.  I shall 
make  the  movement  I have  alluded  to  as  soon  as  possible  after  he  arrives. 
There  shall  not  be  a moment’s  unnecessary  delay  in  any  of  the  opera- 
tions here. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  12,  1862 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Please  have  McCallum  engage  a first-rate  wharf-builder  to  come 
down  at  once  with  pile-drivers  and  workmen  and  material.  I will  send 
details  in  a few  hours.  My  idea  is  to  have  a superintendent,  who  shall 
have  the  general  control  of  the  work,  and  that  he  should  have  several 
competent  master-workmen  under  him. 


GEO.  B.  McClellan. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Yorktown^  April  12,  1862 — 12  in. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  1 thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  re-en- 
forcements sent  to  me.  Franklin  will  attack  on  the  other  side.  The 
moment  I hear  from  him  I will  state  point  of  rendezvous.  I am  confi- 
dent as  to  results  now. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


April  12,*  1862. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  Hampton  Roads : 

I shall  be  able  to  make  our  second  movement.  Where  shall  Frank- 
lin’s vessels  rendezvous  ? What  of  the  Naugatuck  j can  I have  her1? 
We  are  pretty  quiet  here,  but  working  hard. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General, 


Wachusett,  April  12,  1862 — 11  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan  : 

My  Dear  General  : I am  happy  to  learn  of  General  Franklin’s 
destination  for  the  point  of  such  great  importance.  I communicated 
in  reply  a few  minutes  since  tiiat  17  feet  would  cross  all  the  outside 
shoals  and  that  15  feet  could  be  carried  2 miles  up  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Severn.  No  soundings  are  given  but  to  just  within  its  mouth, 
where  are  3J  fathoms.  All  I say  of  depth  within  the  mouth  is  derived 
from  pilots,  who  agree  as  to  the  above  statement. 

The  Octorora  (gunboat)  was  detailed  for  that  service.  I trust  she 
may  still  be  at  Hampton  Eoads  j she  had  a 9-inch  shell  gun,  an  80- 
pounder  rifie,  and  four  24-pounder  howitzers.  It  is  most  important  that 
Lieutenant  Phelps,  of  the  Corwin,  should  control  that  movement  of  ves- 
sels, as  he  is  best  informed,  and  whose  first  lieutenant  has  been  in  the 
river,  landed  there,  and  walked  thence  to  the  Point. 

I apprehend  that  the  enemy  have  fortified  that  entrance  very  strongly. 
I would  suggest  that  you  telegraph  to  the  flag-officer  immediately,  so  as 
to  secure  the  services  of  the  Octorora,  which  draws  but  6 feet  water, 
and  those  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  of  the  Corwin;  both  im- 
portant to  success. 

Very  truly, 

J.  S.  MISSEOON, 

Commander. 


April  12,  1862.— 1 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

My  Dear  General  : I know  of  no  place  so  good  for  assembling  the 
division  as  just  off  Poquosiu  Flats,  in  from  4 to  6 fathoms  water.  From 
that  ])oint  they  would  have  to  run  about  15  miles,  which  the  steamers 
would  do  in  two  hours,  so  as  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Severn  Eiver  by 
or  before  daylight. 

The  assembling  off’  that  point  would  not  indicate  positively  to  the 
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enemy  (off  Poquosin,  I.  mean)  anything  more  than  what  they  know 
now,  viz,  that  we  have  made  a depot  there. 

I fear  they  have  now  fortified  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  have 
manned  them,  evening  before  last,  with  the  troops  that  crossed  over 
from  York  town  in  our  view,  as  I cafft  see  what  they  have  done  with 
them. 

Might  not  a landing  be  made  at  night  on  Gloucester  on  this  side 
if  your  information  gives  assurance  of  strong  works  on  the  Severn 

Please  look  at  York  Eiver  chart  3J  miles  below  Gloucester  Point 
and  5 miles  also. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  S.  MISSROOK, 

Commander, 


The  point  I would  first  indicate  is  plainly  seen  from  our  ship.  Will 
you  not  come  on  board  and  see  it? — the  first  sand  beach  just  beyond  the 
meadow-land.  Gunboats  could  cover  landing  600  to  800  yards  off.  Xo 
battery  in  view.  A spot  where  oyster  boats  used  to  make  landings. 

A feint  might  be  made  at  the  Severn  to  keep  troops  there  if  forti- 
fied or  to  land  if  not  fortified. 

Signal  for  a boat  to  land  at  Shields’  house  as  the  best  point  for  em- 
barking. 


General  Orders,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  115.  I Camp  Winf.  Scott,  near  YorMn,  Va,,  ApH  12, 1862. 

I.  The  present  camp  of  these  headquarters,  and  of  all  the  troops  in 
front  of  Yorktown,  will  be  known  as  Camp  Winfield  Scott. 

II.  Special  instances  of  good  conduct  and  gallantry  on  the  part  of 
officers  or  troops  will  be  reported  without  delay,  through  the  intermedi- 
ate commanders,  to  these  headquarters.  Orders  of  commendation  are 
to  be  issued  at  these  headquarters  only. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutarit- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  116.  j Camp  Winf.  Scott,  near  Yorlcfn,  Va.,  ApH  12, 1862. 

I.  There  will  be  established  in  the  vicinity  of  General  Headquarters 
a general  depot  for  prisoners,  under  the  charge  of  the  provost-marshal- 
general  and  his  staff’  officers. 

II.  In  each  division  there  will  be  a sub-depot,  under  control  of  the 
division  x)rovost-marshal,  whose  guard  will  consist  of  one  company  of 
infantry  and  one  company  of  cavalry. 

III.  The  provost-marshals  of  divisions  are  hereby  directed  to  patrol 
from  time  to  time  during  the  day  and  the  early  part  of  the  night  the 
encampments  of  the  division  to  which  they  belong,  and  will  arrest  and 
confine  any  soldiers  found  within  these  encampments  belonging  to  other 
divisions  unless  they  have  the  requisite  i)asses  from  their  division  com- 
manders. Any  soldiers  thus  found  with  passes  after  taps,  except  such 
as  are  specially  authorized  by  their  division  commanders — which  au- 
thority will  be  written  on  the  pass — will  be  dealt  with  in  like  manner. 

They  will  also  x>ay  particular  attention  to  those  unauthorized  persons 
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who  may  come  within  their  lines  for  the  sale  of  contraband  goods  5 and 
if  any  snch  be  found,  will  send  them  under  charge  of  a guard  to  the 
provost-marshal-generaPs  office,  with  a written  report  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  arrest  and  of  the  crime  with  which  they  are  charged. 

ly.  The  provost-marshals  of  divisions  will  submit  daily  to  the  pro- 
vost-marshal-general, unless  otherwise  directed  by  him,  consolidated 
morning  reports  of  the  forces  under  their  command,  together  with  a list 
of  prisoners,  showing  the  offenses  for  which  they  were  committed,  the 
letter  of  the  comi)any,  the  number  of  the  regiment,  the  number  of  the 
brigade,  and  the  name  of  the  division  to  which  they  belong.  It  will 
also  show  the  date  of  confinement  and  by  whom  confined,  the  list  of 
prisoners  of  war  and  state  being  kept  separately  from  that  of  offenders 
belonging  to  the  army.  They  will  specify  on  the  morning  reports  the 
number  and  strength  of  the  patrols  from  time  to  time  sent  out. 

When  the  army  is  in  position  these  reports  will  be  sent  in  by  12  m., 
but  when  on  the  march  they  will  be  sent  in  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment  after  arriving  in  camp. 

A guard,  in  charge  of  an  officer,  accompanying  the  morning  report, 
will  be  sent  in  to  the  headquarters  of  the  provost-marshal-general,  to 
escort  such  prisoners  as  do  not  belong  to  the  division  and  take  back 
with  it  such  prisoners  as  may  belong  to  the  division  from  which  it  came. 

V.  The  foregoing  will  apply  to  the  division  of  reserve  cavalry,  the 
brigade  of  regular  infantry,  and  the  reserve  artillery,  with  this  excep- 
tion, that  the  commanders  thereof  will  designate  the  strength  of  the 
force  assigned  to  the  provost-marshal  from  their  own  command. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General, 


War  Department, 
Washington^  D.  (7.,  April  13,  18G2. 

Major-General  Banks: 

Deserters  from  Yorktown  to  Fort  Monroe  and  contrabands  that  have 
come  into  McDowelFs  camp  agree  in  the  statement  that  the  enemy’s 
force  has  left  the  Eappahannock  for  Yorktown. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  April  13,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Headquarters  near  Yorktown: 

General  Franklin  has  started  for  Fort  Monroe,  via  Baltimore,  this 
afternooD.  Nothing  new.  Beauregard  is  reported  to  be  dead,  but  this 
comes  from  General  Banks  as  a report,  and  is  not  relied  on. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  13,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dispatch  received.  Arrangement  proposed  for  Franklin  would  assist 
me  much.  Our  work  progressing  well.  We  shall  soon  be  at  them,  and 
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I am  sure  of  the  result.  They  are  working  hard  on  the  Gloucester  side,, 
and  the  Kavy  cannot  reach  them. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

• Major-General, 


G.  S.  Steamer  Wachusett, 

York  River ^ April  13,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan: 

My  Dear  General:  Your  proposal  to  throw  shells  into  the  enemy^s 
works  at  Gloucester  last  night  wms  about  to  be  attempted  at  11  p.  m. 
(although  I could  not  believe  that  it  would  injure  the  works  he  has  been 
erecting)',  when  the  movement  of  the  vessels  was  immediately  signaled 
by  their  pickets,  and  I was  unwilling  to  carry  three  vessels  of  this  light 
description  under  such  a destructive  fire  as  the  enemy  was  prepared  to 
concentrate  from  fifty  cannon  upon  them. 

The  wind  was  directly  upon  their  works,  which  would  have  driven  the 
vessels  upon  Yorktown  had  any  accident  occurred  to  their  machinery. 

The  works  of  the  enemy  are  entirely  too  formidable,  both  in  structure 
and  cannon,  to  warrant  an  attack  by  three  such  light  vessels  as  these:, 
and  I should  be  very  unwilling  to  attack  them,  unless  it  be  to  a limited 
extent  simultaneously  with  your  assault. 

The  enemy’s  pickets  are  stationed  all  along  the  whole  extent  of 
Gloucester  and  are  sleepless. 

Yours,  verj^  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MISSBOON, 

Commander,. 


Headquarters  Casey’s  Division, 

Near  Newport  Neivs^  April  13,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I have  just  seen  in  the  Herald  a telegraphic  dispatch  from  Genera! 
J.  E.  Wool  to  yourself,  at  the  latter  paragraph  of  which  I was  much 
surprised.  It  is  this : 

Three  vessels  were  captured  opposite  Brigadier-General  Casey’s  division  with  small 
guns  of  3-inch  caliber  and  some  200  feet  from  shore. 

This  is  a false  statement.  My  camp  is  between  5 and  6 miles  from 
the  place  of  capture  and  about  2 miles  from  the  beach. 

I never  knew  that  the  Merrimac  was  out  until  I was  informed  by 
General  Wool  by  telegraph. 

From  a telegraph  which  I received  from  General  Wool,  through 
General  Mansfield,  I was  led  to  suppose  that  General  W^ool  labored 
under  a mistake  with  regard  to  the  place  of  my  encampment.  I ad- 
dressed him  the  inclosed  communication,  marked  A*,  and  received  in 
reply,  marked  B*.  1 have  also  inclosed  a communication  from 

Colonel  Bailey,  my  chief  of  artillery,  marked  C. 

There  may  have  been  particular  reasons  for  those  whose  business  it 
was  to  act  in  not  preventing  the  capture  j but  it  is  not  surprising  that 
those  who  were  resjionsible  should  wish  to  shift  upon  the  shoulders  of 
others  somewhat  of  the  odium  that  attaches  to  it. 

I trust  that  justice  will  be  done  me  in  this  matter,  and  that  the  truth 
will  have  as  wide  a circulation  as  the  falsehood. 


" See  p.  89. 
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This  will  be  handed  you  by  Dr.  Warren,  medical  director  of  my  divis- 
ion, who  is  fully  informed  of  the  particulars  of  the  case,  and  who  will 
communicate  to  you  the  facts.  His  statements  you  can  rely  on  as  cor- 
rect. 

I am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  CASEY, 

Brigadier- General^  Comdg.  Third  Division^  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

[Inclosure  C.] 

Hdqrs.  Division  of  Artillery  (Casey’s  Division), 

April  13,  1862. 

Capt.  Henry  W.  Smith, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.^  Headquarters  Casey^s  Division: 

Captain:  I have  been  requested  by  the  general  commanding  the 
division  to  make  a written  statement  of  the  facts  concerning  the  capture 
of  three  schooners  by  the  rebel  steamer  Jamestown  on  the  11th  instant. 
I have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  submit  the  following  official  report : 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  I was  attracted  to  the  beach  by 
the  discharge  of  heavy  guns.  I found  the  rebel  steamer  Merrimac,  ac- 
companied by  six  gunboats,  near  the  opposite  shore,  between  Sewell’s 
Point  and  the  mouth  of  the  Elizabeth  Eiver.  They  were  then  directly 
opposite  the  encampment  of  General  Casey’s  division,  and  at  least  3 
miles  from  our  own  shore. 

Soon  after  I arrived  the  Jamestown  steamed  down  rapidly,  hugging 
their  own  shore  for  a considerable  distance,  and  then  bore  directly  upon 
the  three  schooners,  which  were  apparently  anchored  off  Hampton. 
The  course  of  the  Jamestown  was  such  as  to  increase  her  distance  from 
General  Casey’s  encampment.  If  there  was  any  point  between  this  and 
Fort  Monroe  where  field  guns  could  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
her  it  must  have  been  near  and  above  the  village  of  Hampton,  where 
I understand  there  were  two  or  more  batteries  of  field  artillery  subject 
to  the  orders  of  General  Wool. 

My  opinion  at  the  time  was  (and  still  is)  that  nothing  but  heavy  guns 
could  have  reached  her,  even  from  the  place  just  mentioned  j and  I am 
positive  that  no  rebel  gunboat  came  within  3 miles  of  the  shore  occupied 
by  General  Casey. 

The  extreme  range  of  3-inch  guns  is  4,000  yards. 

I may  mention  that  soon  after  the  appearance  of  the  rebel  steamers 
the  artillery  of  this  division  was  placed  in  position  and  so  kept  through- 
out the  day,  from  which  it  could  be  instantly  deployed  near  the  beach 
in  case  the  enemy  came  within  range.  But  of  course  no  ammunition 
was  thrown  away  upon  an  enemy  at  twice  the  effective  range  of  our 
guns. 

I am,  captain,  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  D.  BAILEY, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Division  Artillery. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

April  13,  1862 — 4 ii.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

By  an  explanation  of  Brigadier-General  Casey  it  would  appear  that 
his  division  was  not  near  the  three  vessels  that  were  captured  by  the 
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Jamestown.  The  troops  on  the  shore  belonged  to  some  other  corps. 
The  aide-de-camp  says  he  was  2 or  3 miles  distant.  All  quiet,  and 
weather  fine. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General. 


Statement  showing  number  of  men  composing  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  after  its  disembarka- 
tion on  the  Peninsula,  April  13,  1862. 


Major-General  McClellan,  general  staff,  and  unassigned  troops  — 

Second  Corps  (General  Sumner) 

Third  Corps  ((general  Heintzelman) 

Fourth  Corps  (General  Keyes) 

Grand  aggregate 


Aggregate  present  for 

duty. 

Aggregate  on  special 

duty,  sick,  and  in  arrest. 

Aggregate  absent. 

Total  aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

14,  333 

567 

2,511 

17,  411 

18, 778 

919 

2, 251 

21,948 

34,  628 

1,207 

3, 798 

39, 633 

33,  231 

1,572 

3, 926 

38,  729 

100,  970 

4,265 

12, 486 

117, 721 

Adjutant-General^s  <3ffice, 
Washington.,  D.  (7.,  December  31,  1862. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  preceding  statement  is  accurately  com- 
piled from  the  morning  report  of  the  13th  day  of  April,  1862,  signed  by 
Major-General  McGlellan  and  his  assistant  adjutant-general,  Seth  Will- 
iams, and  now  on  file  in  this  office. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  117.  ( Camp  Winf.  Scott,  near  YorJcfn,  Va.,  ApH  13, 1862. 

The  following  is  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  each  company  of  this 
army : 

All  persons  whatsover,  other  than  officers  or  parties  on  military  duty 
and  properly  authorized,  are  prohibited  passing  to  the  front  of  this 
army  beyond  the  line  of  main  guards.  Pickets  and  guards  will  arrest 
I)ersons  infringing  upon  this  regulation  and  turn  them  over  to  the 
provost-marshal  of  division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 


Neai^  Torktown, 
April  14,  1862 — 11.30  a.  m. 


We  are  getting  up  the  heavy  guns,  mortars,  and  ammunition  quite 
rapidly.  The  bridges  and  roads  leaciing  to  proposed  position  of  the 
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trenches  are  being  rapidly  made.  Our  reconnaissances  are  now  giving 
us  the  information  we  need.  I cannot  exaggerate  the  difficulties  of  re- 
connaissances here,  but  we  are  surmounting  them. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Near  Yorktown,  April  14,  1862. 

General  J.  W.  Ripley, 

Chief  of  Ordnance : 

Twelve  10-inch  mortars,  eight  8-inch  mortars,  one  8-inch  siege  how- 
itzer, five  lOO-pounder  and  five  30-pounder  Parrott’s,  and  ten  4J-inch 
rifled  guns  of  the  siege  train  requested  to  be  sent  here  have  arrived, 
and  we  hear  nothing  of  the  remainder.  I am  directed  to  ask  that  the 
other  guns  ordered  may  be  pushed  forward  immediately,  and  that  navy 
carriages  may  be  procured,  if  possible,  for  the  eight  other  lOO-pounder 
Parrott  guns  on  hand  in  New  York  and  at  Port  Monroe.  I am  also 
directed  to  ask  that  all  the  war  rockets  and  tripods  for  firing  the  same 
at  Washington  Arsenal  maybe  sent  here;  also  the  Union  re])eating 
guns  and  ammunition  on  hand ; 500  carcasses  each  for  12  and  24  and 
32  pounders,  and  for  8 and  10  inch  calibers  any  incendiary  shells  that 
may  be  procured,  and  all  the  4J-inch  guns  available.  If  any  tables  of 
fire  have  been  prepared  for  these  guns  they  ought  also  to  be  furnished, 
and  I would  again  urge  upon  the  Department  the  necessity  of  having 
an  efficient  officer  to  attend  to  the  forwarding  of  stores  after  their 
arrival  in  this  vicinity.  It  is  probable  that  much  property  will  be  lost 
without  such  an  officer,  and  at  this  time  it  may  be  invaluable. 

0.  P.  KINGSBURY, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 


Camp  Winfield  Scott, 

Near  YorJctown,  April  14  [1862] — 9 p.  m. 

Abraham  Lincoln: 

I have  seen  General  Franklin,  and  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  kind- 
ness and  consideration.  I now  understand  the  matter,  which  I did  not 
before. 

Our  field  guns  annoyed  the  enemy  considerably  to-day.  Roads  and 
bridges  now  progressing  rapidly.  Siege  guns  and  ammunition  coming 
up  very  satisfactorily.  Shall  have  nearly  all  up  to-morrow. 

The  tranquillity  of  Yorktown  is  nearly  at  an  end. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Gamp  Winfield  Scott, 

Near  Yorictown,  April  14,  1862 — 10.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Weather  continues  favorable.  Making  good  progress  in  repairing 
the  roads  to  the  depots  as  well  as  on  the  new  roads  and  bridges  lead- 
ing to  the  trenches.  Busily  making  gabions  and  fascines  and  other 
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siege  material  wliile  gettiug  up  guns  and  making  roads.  Have  actually 
at  the  artillery  depot  just  in  I’ear  of  my  camp  ten  rifled  4J-incb  guns, 
ten  24-pounder  siege  guns,  one  S-incii  siege  howitzer,  nine  10-inch  mor- 
tars, seven  8-inch  mortars,  one  8-inch  howitzer,  105  barrels  powder,  775 
round  shot  and  shell.  The  work  of  landing  got  on  during  the  night. 
Our  field  artillery  and  sharpshooters  have  done  consideriible  firing  to- 
dav,  annoying  the  enemy  considerably. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Wachusett,  April  14,  1862, 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

My  Dear  General:  I am  very  sorry  you  are  obliged  to  defer  your 
visit  to-day,  as  we  may  soon  have  thick  weather. 

The  enemy  are  collecting  about  the  picket  station  I designated  yes- 
terday as  the  one  where  notes  were  being  taken.  The  troops  are  in  the 
rear,  out  of  range,  and  came  down  in  squads  of  a dozen  to  look  at  the 
ships.  They  seem  to  anticipate  us. 

From  the  ship  to-day  it  would  seem  that  the  works  being  thrown  ui> 
at  GloucesteFs  upper  works  are  to  defend  their  rear,  which  has  been 
neglected  up  to  this  time  to  a certain  extent.  Our  movement  on  it 
should  be  hastened,  to  save  our  troops  as  much  as  possible. 

Last  night  a contraband  came  on  board  from  Gloucester  in  a canoe, 
at  which  they  fired.  He  is  not  intelligent  j says  there  are  only  five 
companies  of  troops  in  Gloucester,  and  that  they  have  many  pickets 
out;  one  company  of  15  or  20  men  near  the  creek  (Sarah’s)  j that  they 
expect  the  Merrimac  here,  Colonel  or  General  Magruder  having  writ- 
ten for  her  to  come  up,  which  is  promised  him ; that  the  battery  at 
Gloucester  Point  is  commanded  by  Jeff.  Page,  late  of  U.  S.  Navy,  a 
good  officer  5 Eichard  Page,  also  formerly  of  Navy,  in  command  of  one 
of  the  upper  works  at  Gloucester  5 that  they  are  very  sanguine  of  sink- 
ing vessels,  and  have  practiced  their  firing,  which  is  very  accurate;  says 
Page  (Jeff.)  can  kill  a dog  at  a mile.  He  knows  roads  and  creeks.  1 
will  send  his  p.  m.  If  you  want  him,  telegraph. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  communicate  Avith  flag-officer  MagrudeFs 
expectation  of  Merrimac  coming  here?  It  can  do  no  harm,  and  if  she 
escape  in  the  night  we  might  be  telegraphed  the  fact,  as  we  must  have 
room  to  oppose  her  more  than  we  have  here. 

One-half  hour  on  board  this  vessel  is  all  that  would  be  necessary  to 
give  you  a clear  idea  from  this  stand-point. 

I much  fear  if  we  delay  or  are  obliged  to  delay  our  landing  the  troops 
will  find  a battery  in  the  roar  of  picket  station  to  oppose  them  with 
telling  effect. 

Yours, 


J.  S.  MISSEOON. 


Camp  Winfield  Scott, 

April  15,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  Mar  : 

Nothing  of  interest  during  the  night.  Our  working  parties  Awy 
strong  to-day.  Hope  to  make  good  jirogress  in  the  roads  and  bridges 
leading  to  the  position  of  our  heavy  batteries.  We  are  doing  all  that 
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men  can  do  to  expedite  matters.  Earning  a little  this  morning;  not 
enough  to  do  any  harm  yet.  I am  on  point  of  going  onboard  gunboats 
with  Franklin  to  reconnoiter. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Near  Yorktown, 

April  15,  1802 — 0 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Have  found  what  seems  a good  landing  place  for  Franklin,  who  has 
returned  to  superintend  embarkation  of  his  division. 

Naval  rifled  shells  have  annoyed  enemy  considerably  to-day.  All 
our  work  being  rapidly  pushed,  but  there  is  an  immense  deal  to  do. 
Saw  no  signs  to-day  of  re-enforcements  to  the  enemy.  Weather  good 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-General. 


Camp  near  Yorktown, 

April  15,  1862 — 6 p.  m. 

General  J.  W.  Eipley,  Washington  : 

Can  you  send  us  some  more  100-pounder  rifle  and  4J-inch  guns  ? 

Need  them  much.  ^ 

Please  do  all  possible  to  hurry  forward  all  the  tram  30-pounder  Par- 
rotts, 8-inch  siege  howitzers,  &c.,  that  are  still  behind.  I am  anxious 
to  open  as  soon  as  possible  with  overwhelming  batteries. 

^ GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  April  15,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I arrived  this  morning.  Have  been  on  board  of  the  Monitor,  and 
thence  to  the  Minnesota,  where  I saw  Commodore  Goldsborough,  whose 
plan  for  receiving  the  Merrimac  is  as  perfect  as  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit. He  awaits  an  attack,  and  will  not  be  drawn  from  his  position  into 
shallow  water.  Merrimac  not  seen  to-day.  Commodore  G<^ldsborough 
has  sent  four  gunboats  to  General  McClellan's  assistance,  and  has  three 
more  in  reserve  to  aid  the  landing  in  the  Severn.  The  necessity  oi 
occupying  Gloucester  seems  admitted  on  all  hands.  Gloucester  once 
taken.  Commodore  Goldsborough  will  pass  above  Yorktown  and  shell 
the  enemy  in  flank.  This  is  understood  between  the  two  commanders. 
The  enemy  has  seen  the  necessity  of  defending  Gloucester  and  is  pre- 
paring for  it.  The  country,  made  almost  impassable  by  the  late  rams, 
will  soon  be  in  good  condition  for  wagons,  except  through  the  known 
swamps.  I hear  much  better  accounts  of  the  condition  of  the  public 
property  than  was  reported  a few  days  ago  on  good  authority.  I am 
liersuaded  that  the  army  is  in  good  spirits,  and  is  full  of  reliance  on 
their  commander,  who  is  confident  of  success ; but  he  needs  heavy  guns, 
which  are  but  just  now  reaching  him.  I see  no  opening  for  any  addi- 
tional order  from  the  War  Department. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major-General  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  Winfield  Scotty  April  16,  1862 — 1.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Corps  : 

General  Smith  has  been  directed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  works 
they  are  erecting  in  the  vicinity  of  the  one-gun  battery. 

Please  direct  General  Gorman  to  watch  carefully  Smithes  right  flank, 
and  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  stream  to  attack  him  in 
flank.  It  may  be  well  for  Gorman  to  create  a diversion  by  shelling  the 
fort  at  Union  Mill,  taking  care  that  his  artillery  is  well  supported  by 
infantrj^ 

General  Smith  will  move  early  in  the  morning;  consequently  General 
Gorman  should  be  informed  of  the  movement  as  early  as  possible. 

By  order  of  General  McClellan : 

A.  Y.  OOLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Burnt  Chimneys,  April  16,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

General  McClellan  directs  that  you  open  fire  with  as  many  guns  as 
you  can  possibly  bring  to  bear  on  the  forts  in  front  of  Gorman’s,  to 
create  a diversion  from  this  point. 

You  will  probably  hear  a heavy  firing  at  this  point,  but  keep  up  your 
fire  at  the  point  indicated  as  long  as  there  is  anything  in  sight  and 
until  further  orders,  whether  anything  is  seen  or  not. 

A.  Y.  COLBUEE^, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Burnt  Chimneys,  April  16,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

General  McClellan  directs  that  you  send  the  other  two  brigades  of 
General  Sedgwick’s  division  to  the  position  now  occupied  by  General 
Gorman  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to  support  General  Smith  at  this 
point  if  he  requires  them.  Eichardson’s  division  has  been  ordered  up 
to  your  headquarters. 

A.  Y.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Burnt  Chimneys^  April  16,  1862. 


General  Gorman, 

Commanding  Brigade,  SedgivicWs  Division  : 

Expend  no  more  ammunition  than  is  necessary  to  keep  down  the 
enemy’s  fire  and  prevent  their  working.  A few  carefully  directed  shots 
from  time  to  time  will  accomplish  the  result.  Waste  no  ammunition. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 
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Smith’s  Division,  A'pril  16,  1862. 
General  E.  B.  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff : 

General  McClellan  directs  that  you  order  General  Casey  to  move  at 
once  to  Warwick  Court-House  and  there  await  further  orders. 

Send  to  General  Smith,  at  the  Burnt  Chimneys,  1,000  sand  bags. 
Order  the  remainder  of  Sedgwick’s  division  to  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  General  Gorman’s,  to  encamp  in  a sheltered  position. 

Order  Eichardson  up  to  the  position  now  occupied  by  Sedgwick. 

Direct  Barnard  to  order  an  officer  of  engineers  to  Gorman’s  brigade, 
to  lay  out  two  batteries  of  six  guns  each  near  the  positions  occupied 
by  the  guns  that  were  firing  this  morning.  The  object  of  these  bat- 
teries is  to  keep  down  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  works  and  to  prevent 
them  from  constructing  new  ones.  They  may  be  half-sunken  batteries 
with  rough  embrasures,  and  should  be  far  enough  advanced  to  render 
their  fire  perfectly  certain.  Some  protection  should  also  be  constructed 
for  the  guard  of  these  batteries.  Lieutenant  Merrill  is  charged  with 
the  construction  of  a battery  at  this  point.  All  the  work  should  be  so 
far  finished  as  to  aftbrd  cover  to-morrow  morning. 

Instruct  Sumner  to  put  a strong  working  party  from  Sedgwick’s  divis- 
ion on  the  road  from  Gorman’s  position  to  the  Methodist  Church — the 
road  known  as  Sully’s  road.  These  orders  should  be  given  at  once. 

A.  V.  OOLBUiHsT,' 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  16,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  D.  Keyes, 

Commanding  Fourth  Corps : 

General  McClellan  directs  that  you  order  Davidson’s  brigade  up  to 
Hancock’s  present  position;  Hancock  to  the  Burnt  Chimneys  to  sup- 
port Brooks;  Graham’s  brigade  to  relieve  Davidson,  extending  Couch’s 
division  to  its  right,  watching’  the  ground  well  from  Widow  Curtis’  to 
the  left  of  your  line.  Push  your  pickets  well  out  to  the  front  and  hold 
everything  well  in  hand.  Cause  a strong  working  party  from  Couch’s 
division  to  finish  the  road  from  the  Four  Corners  to  Warwick  Court- 
House.  Casey’s  division  has  been  ordered  by  telegraph  to  move  at 
once  to  Warwick  Court-House,  there  to  await  your  further  orders. 

The  orders  for  the  movement  must  be  given  at  once.  Davidson  and 
Hancock  have  been  ordered  at  once.  After  an  examination  of  the 
grounds  I have  determined  to  hold  this  position  and  build  batteries  to- 
night. Smith  has  gained  a very  important  advantage  to-day. 

You  had  better  obstruct  the  roads  and  fell  timbers  within  the  lines 
just  occupied  by  Smith’s  division. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Kear  Yorktown, 

April  16,  1862 — 10  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

General  Smith  has  just  handsomely  silenced  the  fire  of  the  so-called 
one-gun  battery  and  forced  the  enemy  to  suspend  work. 

Mott’s  battery  behaved  splendidly. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

21ajo7'- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  IG,  1862 — 1.30  p.  m.  (Eeceived  April  17,  11.50  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Smith  has  gained  a very  important  position,  which  will,  I hope,  en- 
able ns  to  control  a passage  of  the  Warwick.  He  completely  silenced 
the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  I am  re-enforcing  the  position,  and 
will  to-night  erect  batteries  that  will  give  us  full  control.  The  gal- 
lantry and  skill  shown  by  General  Smith  to-day  will,  I hope,  secure  his 
immediate  confirmation  by  the  Senate  as  brigadier-general  of  volun- 
teers. Our  loss  is  small,  thanks  to  the  arrangement  of  General  Smith. 

We  are  making  good  progress  to-day.  Have  silenced  the  fire  of  two 
of  the  enemy^s  works  at  important  points  and  obliged  them  to  suspend 
work  at  these  points. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-General. 


Camp  Winfield  Scott,  April  16,  1862 — 6.45  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  April  17,  11.50  a.  m.) 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  this  moment  returned  from  the  new  position  of  Smith’s  division. 
The  batteries  near  the  Burnt  Chimneys  are  completely  silenced.  They 
still  have  infantry  in  the  works.  Some  skirmishers  of  Third  Yermont 
crossed  the  stream,  wading  to  their  arm -pits.  They  allowed  their  ammu- 
nition to  get  wet,  and  finally  fell  back  upon  the  approach  of  a large  force 
of  infantry.  We  now  have  complete  control  of  the  batteries  in  question 
and  the  hills.  Dam  epaulements  will  be  erected  adjacent  and  our  posi- 
tion held.  Gorman  to-night  also  silenced  five  of  enemy’s  batteries,  and 
our  men  have  behaved  splendidly.  Our  loss  small,  but  our  shells  have 
inflicted  great  damage  upon  the  enemy. 

^ GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington.,  April  16,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Good  for  the  first  lick ! Hurrah  for  Smith  and  the  one-gun  battery ! 
Let  us  have  York  town  with  Magruder  and  his  gang  before  the  first  ol* 
^lay  and  the  job  will  be  over.  I have  seen  General  Eipley  about  the 
shells. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Wachusett, 

York  River.,  April  16,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Georue  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  Potomac.,  near  YorMown,  Va.: 

My  Dear  General  : I sent  the  Anacostia  last  night  to  throw  some 
shell  into  Gloucester  at  11  and  at  1 o’clock.  Her  commander  rei)orts  to- 
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day  tliat  he  threw  eleven  into  Gloucester  and  one  into  Yorktown,  sev- 
eral of  which  were  seen  to  explode.  He  says  that  when  he  commenced 
on  Gloucester  lights  were  visible  where  they  were  apparently  at  work, 
but  were  extinguished  immediately.  He  also  informed  me  that  he  had 
no  more  explosive  shells,  and  asked  to  return.  As  I had  no  instructions 
in  his  case,  I left  him  to  act  on  his  own  discretion,  in  view  of  the  orders 
he  received  from  Captain  Wyman.  He  has  left,  and  requested  me  to 
forward  inclosed  letter  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  MISSEOON, 

Commander. 

[Inclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  Anacostia, 

Yorh  River,  April  16,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  expended  all  the  explosive  projectiles  for  the  50-ponuder 
rifled  guns,  and  as  Captain  Missroon  will  not  give  his  consent  for  us  to 
bring  the  9-iuch  guns  into  action  even  at  night,  fearing  that  we  may 
be  crippled,  and  tliat  in  assisting  us  he  may  get  some  of  his  own  ves- 
sels crippled,  which  he  wishes  to  keep  in  good  order  for  what  he  con- 
siders more  important  duties  expected  hereafter.  I am  therefore  of 
but  little  use  here  at  present,  and  shall  return  to-day  to  the  Potomac, 
when  I hope  to  exchange  my  9-inch  guns  for  a couple  of  80-pounder 
rifled  guns,  and  with  them  to  return  here  soon.  We  have  landed  in 
the  enemy’s  works  between  20  and  40  shells  since  we  have  been  here. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

O.  C.  BADGEE, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  118.  i Ca7np  Winf.  Scott,  near  YorJct'n,  Va.,  ApH  16, 1862. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  chief  quartermaster,  will  immedi- 
ately establish  a temporary  post-office  in  the  vicinity  of  these  head- 
quarters, under  the  charge  of  Capt.  George  B.  Dandy,  assistant  quar- 
termaster. 

The  mail  for  Fort  Monroe  and  the  North  will  close  at  10  a.  m.,  and 
the  mail  from  Fort  Monroe  will  be  ready  for  delivery  at  about  5 p.  m., 
daily. 

Mail  matter  may  be  sent  to  and  received  from  the  post-office  at  these 
headquarters  by  messengers  from  the  headquarters  of  army  corps,  di- 
visions, and  independent  commands. 

All  letters  for  the  mail  must  be  prej)aid,  or  (if  soldiers’  letters)  cer- 
tified, as  required  by  law. 

II.  The  following  notice  from  the  Post-Office  Department  is  published 
for  the  information  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Post-Office  Department,  April  3,  1862. 

The  Post-Office  Department  deems  it  advisable  that  all  letters  addresed  to  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  whether  near  Washington  or  moving  South, 
should  be  mailed  to  Washington  City.  From  that  office  they  will  be  properly  for- 
warded in  separate  packages  to  the  respective  corps  and  divisions,  and  their  deliv- 
ery facilitated.  Commanders  of  divisions  are  requested,  as  movements  occur,  to  cause 
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notice  to  be  given  to  the  postmaster  of  Washington  to  what  convenient  point  such, 
packages  destined  to  regiments  under  their  command  should  be  sent. 

JOHN  A.  KASSON, 

First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 


By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  17,  1862.  (Eeceived  April  17,  6.12  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Telegrams  from  General  Wool  referring  to  an  order  from  the  War 
Department  to  muster  out  the  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry.  The  order 
has  never  been  received  at  these  headquarters,  although’  the  regiment 
forms  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  regiment  is  serving  with 
the  reserve  artillery,  and  from  all  that  I can  learn  the  officers  and  men 
here  present  would  consider  it  a disgrace  to  be  sent  to  the  rear  and  mus- 
tered out  now  that  they  are  under  fire  of  the  enemy.  I would  respectfully 
suggest  the  suspension  of  the  order  until  the  present  operations  are 
overj  at  all  events  in  the  case  of  this  regiment,  who  do  not  desire  to 
leave  the  field  of  battle. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  (7.,  April  17,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

The  order  in  respect  to  disbanding  the  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry  was 
given  on  the  representation  that  the  men  had  been  fraudulently  im- 
posed on  by  their  officers  to  enlist.  They  were  not  known  to  be  in 
actual  service.  You  will,  of  course,  use  your  discretion  and  retain  or 
discharge  them,  as  you  please.  The  order  to  disband  those  under  your 
command  is  suspended. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Near  Yorktown,  April  17,  1862—7.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  position  occupied  yesterday  by  Smith  was  intrenched  last  night, 
so  that  we  have  been  able  to  prevent  enemy  from  working  to-day  and 
kept  his  guns  silent.  Same  result  at  batteries  at  Wynn’s  Mill.  York- 
town shelled  gunboats  and  some  of  our  barges  to-day  without  effect. 
Good  deal  of  firing  from  Yorktown  land  batteries j little  or  no  damage. 
Lieutenant  Merrill,  U.  S.  Engineers,  severely  wounded  yesterday  even- 
ing in  the  shoulder  by  fragment  of  shell;  bone  not  injured;  wound  not 
dangerous.  Lieutenant  Wagner,  of  Topographical  Engineers,  lost  his 
lett  arm  this  afternoon  by  fragment;  amputation  performed  and  the 
lieutenant  doing  well.  I respectfully  recommend  that  these  excellent 


106 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXIII. 


officers  be  brevetted  for  their  services,  untiring  energy,  and  courage. 
"Their  devotion  deserves  reward  from  the  country.  I can  ill  spare  them 
now. 

I have  not  received  the  name  of  any  other  officer  wounded  late  yes- 
terday after  I left  the  ground.  Two  of  Smithes  regiments  suffered  se- 
verely from  musket  fire.  I have  not  the  details  yet.  Our  work  pro- 
gresses, with  weather  excellent  and  everything  encouraging. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Waohusett, 

Yorh  River,  April  17,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  YorJctown,  Va. : 

My  Dear  General:  Thanks  for  your  letter  of  yesterday.  Am 
glad  of  the  effect  of  your  fire. 

I shall  hereafter  send  some  rifle  shell  at  night  into  Torktown  and 
some  11-inch  shell  into  Gloucester  to  prevent  work  at  night. 

During  the  day  Tide  shell  shall  be  thrown  into  Gloucester,  and  when 
working  parties  are  observed  at  any  time. 

I am,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  S.  MISSEOON, 

Commander. 


12.30. — The  rifle  gun  now  being  fired  from  water  battery  has  range 
to  Wormley’s  Creek.  I suggested  this  morning  the  dismounting  the  I 
two  rifles  of  the  enemy.  If  you  commence  too  far  off  they  may  see  the  i 
object  and  remove  them  out  of  range. 

J.  S.  MISSEOON. 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington,  April  17,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

A rmy  of  the  Potomac,  near  Yorhtown,  Va. : 

Your  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  the  failure  of 
the  3-inch  ]>ercussion  shells  has  been  referred  to  this  department.  The 
fuses  used  are  SchenkPs,  the  best  of  their  kind.  It  is  suggested  that 
the  failures  may  arise  from  an  omission  to  reverse  the  screw  cap,  the 
operation  of  which  General  Barry  or  Major  Webb  understands. 

Mr.  Schenkl,  the  inventor,  will  leave  to-night  for  Yorktown  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter. 

JAS.  W.  EIPLEY, 

Brigadier  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  17,  1862. 

General  J.  W.  Eipley, 

Chief  of  Ordnance: 

Telegram  received.  Much  obliged  for  your  promptness.  We  shall 
require  a good  deal  of  ammunition,  and  probably  as  many  heavy  guns 
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as  you  can  let  us  have.  Mortars  will  be  very  useful.  I think  the  4^- 
inch  gun  will  be  admissible,  and  am  only  sorry  we  have  not  more  of 
them.  ^ 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  18,  1862 — 2.30  a.  m.  (Keceived  8.20  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

At  about  one-half  hour  after  midnight  the  enemy  attacked  Smith’s 
division  and  attempted  to  carry  his  guns.  Smith  repulsed  them  hand- 
somely and  took  some  prisoners.  I have  no  details  yet ; will  forward 
as  soon  as  my  aides  return.  The  firing  was  very  heavy.  All  is  now 
quiet. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


War  Departiment, 

Washington^  D.  C.,  April  18,  1862 — 4.32  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan, 

Near  Yorhtown : 

Your  dispatches  of  this  morning  received  and  communicated  to  the 
President.  . He  directed  me  to  ask  you  whether  the  indications  do  not 
show  that  the  enemy  are  inclined  to  take  the  offensive.  Banks  has 
moved  on  to  Mount  Jackson  yesterday  and  to  New  Market  to-day  ; has 
taken  some  locomotives  and  prisoners. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Camp  Winfield  Scott, 

April  18,  1862—8  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Nothing  of  interest  to-day.  The  enemy  made  a second  attempt  on 
Smith’s  position  at  4 a.  m.,  not  in  much  force;  was  at  once  repulsed. 

Tilings  pretty  quiet  to-day.  We  commenced  to-day  and  this  evening 
the  construction  of  six  batteries,  besides  the  task  of  converting  a teni- 
porary  shelter  into  a permanent  battery.  Most  of  these  are  concealed 
li  om  view,  and  I hope  to  complete  them  before  the  enemy  finds  us  out. 

e have  now  five  plates  completed  across  Wormley’s  Creek,  and  hope 
to  finish  the  others  to-morrow.  The  main  artillery  road  to  the  trenches 
will  be  essentially  finished  to-morrow  evening.  I hope  to  have  twelve 
heavy  guns  in  battery  by  daybreak,  five  more  to-morrow  night,  twenty- 
one  more  next  night.  During  the  last-mentioned  night  we  will  com- 
mence the  first  parallel  and  the  heavy  batteries  that  will  be  in  exposed 
positions,  and  by  means  of  the  batteries  I have  mentioned  we  will  be 
able  to  cover  com]iletely  the  work  in  the  exposed  trenches,  and  am 
anxious  that  heavy  guns  and  ammunition  should  be  hurried  forward 
rapidly  as  possible. 

1 am  now  in  condition  to  push  forward  the  works  rapidly.  We  have 
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done  an  immense  amount  of  work,  and  its  effects  will  soon  be  apparent. 
Everything  goes  well.  It  is  important  that  this  information  should 
not  leak  out. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  18,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Dispatch  received.  I cannot  hope  such  good  fortuue  as  that  the, 
enemy  will  take  the  offensive.  I am  perfectly  prepared  for  any  attack 
the  enemy  may  make.  He  will  do  nothing  more  than  sorties.  I beg 
that  the  President  will  be  satisfied  that  the  enemy  cannot  gain  any- 
thing by  attacking  me.  The  more  he  does  attack  the  better  1 shall  be 
contented.  All  going  well.  I am  glad  to  hear  of  General  Banks’  good 
fortune. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Camp  Winfield  Scott, 
April  18,  1862 — 11.30  p.  m. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Seeretary  of  War  : 

Please  direct  General  C.  Grover  to  report  to  me  for  orders.  We  need 
many  more  officers  of  engineers  and  topographical  engineers.  All  that 
can  be  spared  for  service  during  this  siege  ought  to  be  ordered  here  on 
temporary  duty.  Cannot  ^the  work  at  Fort  Monroe  be  temporarily 
committed  to  a foreman,  so  as  to  permit  Captain  Stewart  and  Lieuten- 
ant Farquhar  to  serve  here  for  a few  days  ? I feel  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  the  services  of  as  many  officers  of  engineers  and  topographical  en- 
gineers as  can  be  collected  during  the  operations  in  front  of  Yorktown. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  18,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Eipley, 

Chief  of  Ordnanee : 

The  supply  of  field  ammunition,  battery  and  reserve,  is  becoming 
rapidly  exhausted,  and  the  consumption  of  that  for  small-arms  is  very 
great.  I have  to  request  that  200  rounds  per  gun  of  the  former  and 
200  pounds  per  man  of  the  latter  may  be  added  to  my  former  requisi- 
tion and  sent  forward  with  rapidity.  Eequisitions  are  coming,  too,  for 
all  sorts  of  battery  stores,  which  cannot  be  filled.  The  forges  for  the 
siege  train  have  not  yet  arrived,  and  cannot  be  heard  from. 

C.  P.  KINGSBUEY. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  18,  1862.  (Eeceived  April  19,  1862,  9.40  a.  m.) 
General  Kiple y.  Chief  of  Ordnance : 

Will  be  glad  to  have  another  200-pounder  Parrott.  Can  provide  for 
more  if  you  have  them.  Will  also  be  glad  to  have  more  10-inch  sea- 
coast  mortars.  Send  the  additional  13-inch  mortars.  Can  use  them 
well.  Please  hurry  up  ammunition. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington^  April  18,  1862 — 12.35  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan, 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Yorktown,  Va. : 

Telegram  received.  The  first  200-pounder  and  carriage  were  shipped 
from  Cold  Spring  on  the  8th  instant  to  Fort  Monroe.  Lieutenant  Bay- 
lor has  been  instructed  to  hold  it  subject  to  your  order.  The  second 
one  is  finished,  and  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Monroe  at  once  j it  will  be 
placed  at  your  disposal  if  you  desire  it.  HaVe  no  more  siege  mortars 
finished.  Have  ordered  Colonel  Earn  say  to  send  you  ten  10-iuch  sea- 
coast  mortars.  Can  let  you  have  ten  more  13-inch  sea-coast  mortars  if 
yon  want  them. 

A large  supply  of  3-inch  ammunition  will  be  sent  down  to  the  arsenal 
at  Fort  Monroe  at  once. 

JAS.  W.  EIPLEY, 

Brigadier- General. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  April  18,  1862. 

Capt.  A.  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Ordnance : 

The  100-pounder  Parrott  is  at  present  the  only  gun  that  can  avail  us 
anything  at  Yorktown.  They  are  of  immense  s^vice.  The  carriage 
of  the  Sebago’s  100-pounder  has  already  given  out  in  firing  upon  that 
place.  Send  us  another  one  to  replace  it  in  the  earliest  possible  way. 
Send  us,  too,  four  more  100-i3ounder  Parrotts,  with  carriages  for  ship- 
board and  fitments  complete.  Send  us  also  a full  supply  of  projectiles 
for  100-pounder  Parrotts.  We  shall  have  to  use  a great  many  of  them, 
and  there  are  none  on  hand  in  charge  of  our  ordnance  officer  at  Fort 
Monroe. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ayril  18,  1862. 

General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General : 

General  Van  Yliet  has  applied  to  you  to  have  some  officers  of  his  de- 
partment ordered  here.  Their  services  are  very  much  needed,  and  they 
should  be  ordered  here  immediately. 


GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 
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9th.  During  the  x)rogress  of  the  present  operations  in  front  of  York- 
town  the  Second  and  Fourth  Army  Corps,  constituting  the  left  of  the 
line  of  this  army,  will  be  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  Y. 
Sumner,  through  whom  orders  from  these  headquarters  will  be  trans- 
mitted. 

The  Second  Army  Corps  will  still  remain  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  General  Sumner. 

Keports  from  the  commander  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps  requiring 
immediate  action  will  be  transmitted  direct  to  these  headquarters  and 
copies  furnished  to  General  Sumner.  In  all  other  cases  reports  will  be 
sent  through  the  headquarters  of  General  Sumner. 

Special  instructions  will  from  time  to  time  be  given  for  General 
SumneFs  guidance. 

#****## 

13th.  All  the  engineer  troops,  tools,  and  materials  will  be  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  senior  engineer  of  this  army,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G. 
Barnard,  who  will  receive  his  instructions  direct  from  these  head- 
quarters, and  through  whom  all  orders  affecting  the  engineer  depart- 
ment will  be  communicated.  All  requisitions  for  engineer  officers,^ 
troops,  or  material  will  be  made  direct  to  the  senior  engineer,  and  not 
through  any  other  staff  department. 

An  officer  will  be  assigned  to  duty  with  the  senior  engineer  as  his 
assistant,  who  will  act  as  adjutant  of  the  engineers.  All  details  of 
engineer  officers  or  engineer  troops  for  duty  in  the  trenches  will  be 
made  daily  by  the  senior  engineer. 

14th.  The  general  engineer  depot  will  be  placed  under  the  direction 
of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  P.  AVoodbury,  who  will  detail  from  his  command  a 
competent  officer,  with  the  necessary  assistants,  to  take  charge  of  it. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 


Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Camp  Winfield  Scott, 
A:pril  19,  1862—9.30  p.  m. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 


I recovered  to-day  the  bodies  of  our  men  killed  on  the  16th — 29  in 
number.  The  enemy  have  4 wounded  in  their  hands,  whom  I will  en- 
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deavor  to  recover  to-morrow  by  offering  4 well  men  in  exchange.  The- 
othcer  bearing  the  flag  acknowledged  a severe  loss  on  their  part,  and 
spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  our  men.  It  has  been  raining 
this  evening,  but  has  now  ceased. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Yorktown,  April  19,  1862. 

General  J.  W.  Eipley  : 

Please  send,  in  addition  to  previous  requisition,  100  rounds  for  all  the 
siege  and  field  guns  of  this  army.  We  shall  need  them  to  destroy  the 
enemy’s  parapet.  He  is  playing  the  game  of  concealing  his  guns  when 
under  fire,  and  we  must  use  our  shells  as  mines,  and  the  parapet  fuses^ 
should  be  arranged  accordingly. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  Gity^  D.  (7.,  April  19,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Yorktown,  Va. : 

General  : The  Secretary  will  endeavor  to  have  nominations  for  bri- 
gade quartermasters  now  before  the  Senate  confirmed,  and  as  officers 
can  be  reached  your  requisitions  for  quartermasters  will  be  supplied. 
In  the  mean  time  you  should  detail  such  lieutenants  as  your  chief 
quartermaster  or  brigade  commanders  select  for  temporary  duty  as  act- 
ing assistant  quartermasters.  I have  none  available  whom  I have  not 
already  ordered  to  duty. 

Captain  Myers,  for  whom  General  Yan  Vliet  asks,  is  chief  quarter- 
master of  General  McDowell’s  corps  Warmee.  Colonel  Ingalls,  his  former 
chief  quartermaster,  is  with  you.  This  left  McDowell’s  corps  without 
any  quartermaster  of  experience. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General.. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  City,  April  19,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Yorktown : 

General  : I have  telegraphed  to  you  in  relation  to  quartermasters. 
I wish  I could  supply  General  Yan  Yliet’s  requisition  for  quartermas- 
ters of  experience,  but  the  few  such  are  either  out  of  my  command 
(being  attached  to  armies  in  the  field,  and  subject,  therefore,  like  those 
with  you,  to  the  orders  of  their  immediate  commanding  officers,  or  em- 
ployed in  those  positions  and  duties  in  which  experience  is  indispensa- 
ble to  the  equipment,  support,  and  supply  of  the  army  in  the  field)  or 
are  on  parole,  or  physically  unable  to  take  the  field. 

I have  endeavored  to  procure  for  you  the  authority  which  I think 
important  to  the  good  of  the  service,  to  confer  acting  appointments  as 
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captains  and  assistant  quartermasters  or  brigade  quartermasters  upon 
officers  now  in  your  army,  with  the  understanding  and  promise  that 
they  would  be  recommended  to  the  Senate  by  the  President  on  your 
recommendation.  Deserving  men,  who  as  lieutenants  in  the  volunteer 
service  have  developed  qualities  and  gained  experience  fitting  them  for 
the  responsible  duties  of  brigade  quartermasters,  could  thus  be  ap- 
pointed. Such  an  arrangement  would  give  the  commanders  of  the 
armv  in  the  field  the  power  to  select  from  among  the  many  good  men 
who  must  be  in  an  army  the  best,  and  to  reward  the  deserving.  It 
would  be  a powerful  aid  to  him  in  exciting  emulation,  and  would  give 
to  the  Quartermaster’s  Dej)artment  men  of  value  and  ability.  If  the 
Secretary  and  President  would  promise  to  nominate  to  the  Senate  the  I 
men  thus  selected  and  recommended  by  the  commanding  generals  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  their  confirmation. 

But  I have  not  yet  succeeded  in  this  attempt.  The  pressure  from 
members  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  favor  of  their  respective 
constituents  is  very  difficult,  I suppose,  to  resist ; and  though  I hope  | 
in  time  to  get  some  such  rule  made  absolute,  I have  not  succeeded  in; 
the  first  attempt.  See  my  dispatch  of  to-day. 

I am,  general,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ M.  0.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-  General. 


IT.  S.  Steamer  Wachusett, 
Yorh  River y Virginia,  April  19,  1862. 


General  McClellan, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

My  Dear  General  : I write  to  say  that  we  have  again  got  our  lOO-i 
pounder  rifle  mounted,  with  its  carriage  sufficiently  strengthened  to! 
endure  service,  with  ordinary  care. 

Last  night  we  threw  several  11-inch  shell  into  Yorktown  and  Glou-i 
cester,  all  which  were  heard  to  explode  after  they  reached  their  des-i 


tination. 

I am  glad  to  learn  that  General  Franklin,  with  part  of  his  troops,  havel 
arrived.  My  plans  for  co-operation  are  ready  for  approval  or  amend-- 
ment  by  him.  I hope  you  have  not  met  losses  during  the  last  three 
days. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

^ ' J.  S.  MISSBOON, 

Commanding. 


I shall  throw  some  shell  to-night  unless  desired  not  to  do  so  by  you. 
You  have  been,  as  well  as  the  enemy,  silent  to-day. 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington,  April  19,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Yorhtown,  Va.  : 

Telegram  received.  Have  ordered  ten  10-inch  and  ten  13-inch  sea 
coast  mortars  to  be  sent  to  you  at  once.  Eegret  that  the  projectiles 
sent  with  the  4J-inch  siege  guns  do  not  work  well.  Have  directeo 


CHAP.Xxni.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  113 

Hotchkiss  to  send  you  10,000  of  his  with  the  utmost  dispatch  as  fast 
as  made. 

JAS.  W.  EIPLEY, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington^  April  19,  1862.. 

Col.  C.  P.  Kingsbury, 

Chief  of  Ordnance^  Army  of  the  Potomac^  near  TorMown,  Va. : 
Telegrams  received.  The  gins  and  sling-carts  have  been  ordered  to* 
be  sent  to  you  from  Washington.  Twenty  spare  6-pounder  carriages, 
and  four  12-pounder  heavy  have  been  ordered  to  Fort  Monroe.  The 
reserve  3-inch  ammunition  will  leave  the  Washington  Arsenal  to-day.. 
The  sixty- seven  hundred  rounds  for  the  field  batteries  are  being  pre^ 
pared. 

The  additional  200  rounds  per  man  will  be  sent  forward  as  soon  as. 
transportation  can  be  provided. 

JAS.  W.  EIPLEY, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Special  Orders,  ) War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

Ko.  86.  ) Washington^  April  19,  1862. 

1.  Brig.  Gens.  0.  Grover  and  F.  E.  Patterson,  IT.  S.  Volunteers,  are- 
assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  repair  to* 
Camp  Winfield  Scott  and  report  to  Major-General  McClellan. 
******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

A djwtant-  General, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Left  Wing  Army  of  Potomac, 

Ko.  13.  / Gamp  Winfield  Scott,  April  19,  1862. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,, 
dated  Camp  Winfield  Scott,  April  18,  1862,  the  undersigned  hereby  as- 
sumes command  of  the  left  wing  of  that  army,  consisting  of  the  Second 
and  Fourth  Corps  d^Armee,  All  concerned  will  govern  themselves  ac- 
cordingly. 

E.  Y.  SUMNTEE, 

Brigadier-General,  TJ,  8,  Army,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  20,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Nothing  new  of  interest  to-day.  Work  on  our  batteries  rapidly  pro- 
gressing. Some  thirteen  13-inch  mortars  have  reached  Cheeseman’s 
Creek.  Enemy  very  silent  to-day. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  (7.,  April  20,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Torktown  : 

Telegram  received.  Do  I understand  that  you  would  like  100  rounds 
for  each  field  and  siege  piece  prepared  with  percussion  fuses!  I have 
so  ordered  them.  Seventy-six  thousand  rounds  of  additional  field  am- 
munition were  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  you  yesterday. 

JAS.  W.  EIPLEY, 

Brigadier- General. 


Near  Yorktown, 

April  20,  1862 — Midnight. 

General  J.  W.  Eipley, 

Chief  of  Ordnance : 

Please  send  me  all  the  20-pounder  Parrotts  you  can  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  let  me  know  how  many  you  send  and  when  I can  look  for 
them.  I am  short  of  siege  guns. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Winfield  Scott,  April  20,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  JJ.  S.  Army  : | 

General  : I inclose  herewith  a letter  to  General  Burnside,  which 
will  explain  itself.  I think  there  should  be  no  delay  in  sending  him  the  | 
cavalry  and  artillery  asked  for. 

I would  beg  to  suggest  the  propriety,  if  possible,  of  recruiting  for  | 
Burnside’s  regiments,  as  the  most  effective  manner  of  bringing  up  his  H 
force.  Eecruits  scattered  among  his  veteran  regiments  will  be  much  I 
more  effective  than  the  same  number  of  men  formed  into  new  regiments.  | 
Our  works  are  progressing  well  to-day.  Very  little  tiring. 

General  Holmes,  of  the  rebel  army,  was  ordered  to  North  Carolina  in 
command  one  week  after  the  fall  of  New  Berne.  General  E.  K.  Smith  'i 
went  to  East  Tennessee  about  five  weeks  ago.  i 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  J 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding.  . 

[Inclosure.  J 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Yorktoicn,  Ya.,  April  20,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

General:  I have  information,  which  1 regard  as  entirely  reliable, 

^ that  on  the  2oth  of  March  a movement  of  troops  commenced  from  Eich- ; 
inond  for  North  Carolina  to  operate  against  your  command.  These  regi- 
ments came  from  Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville,  having  formed  part 
of  the  Army  of  Manassas.  They  were  : Fourth,  Tenth,  and  Fourteenth 
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Alabama  regiments  ; two  Virginia  regiments;  two  North  Carolina  reo-i- 
ments;  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Mississippi;  Eighth  Georgia;  two  oth'er 
Georgia  regiments;  one  or  two  Louisiana  regiments;  Thomas  Artil- 
lery (four  batteries);  Eansom^s  regiment  of  North  Carolina  Cavalry 
the  heavy  guns  formerly  at  Leesburg,  said  to  be  from  twenty  to  tweiitv- 
five  in  number  and  generally  large  rifled  guns.  I think  the  num- 
ber and  caliber  of  these  guns  exaggerated  ; there  are  probablv  ten  to 
twelve.  Ihe  total  being  thirteen  or  fourteen  regiments  of  infantrv  one 
repment  of  cavpry,  and  four  light  batteries. 

The  railways  in  the  South  are  represented  to  be  in  a miserable  con- 
dition, both  as  regards  track  and  roiling  stock,  so  the  progress  of  these 
troops  was  prolpbly  slow.  It  is  represented  that  the  energetic  steps 
taken  by  the  rebel  Government  in  reference  to  the  conscription  have 
filled  their  regiments. 

I learn  to-day  that  General  E.  E,  Lee  commands  in  front  of  me,  hav- 
mg  Johnston  under  him,  Lee  being  now  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 

aaa’  their  force  in  and  around  Yorktown  numbers  more  than 

b0,000  men. 

1 would  recommend  to  you  to  make  no  offensive  movement  tfevond 
New  Berue  until  you  have  reduced  Fort  Macon ; also  to  be  well  on  the 
alert  against  an  attempt  to  turn  your  left  flank.  I hope  the  Department 

f to  let  you  have  some  of  the  heavy  guns  used  in  the  siege 
□t  Jb  ort  Pulaski.  ^ 

Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

^ April  20,  1862. 

Ton.  G.  y.  Pox,  ’ 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

How  soon  can  I count  on  the  Galena  with  certainty?  I am  fast 
•eaching  a point  where  the  success  of  my  operations  must  to  a certain 
sxtep  depend  upon  the  fact  of  her  co-operation  or  the  reverse  She 
n I he  ot  very  great  assistance  to  me,  and  if  she  can  do  what  we  were 
aiking  ot  will  shorten  my  work  here  very  much. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


, . ^ [April  20,  1862.1 

lajor-General  McClellan, 

Comynanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

My  Dear  General:  The  100-pounder  gun-carriage  was  sent  to 
r'  V evening.  The  carriage  of  the  Sehago’s  gun  gave 

sed  J condition,  but  it'shall  be 

sea  to-day.  I have  notice  from  the  flag-officer  that  gun-carriage  ma- 

0 us  both  to  Washington'for  this  place.^  It  is  import^ 

ske.1  thr  two  t-  f repairing  carriages.  Also  that  he  had 

fear  th«*  Parrott  cannon,  to  be  sent,  here,  but 

leai  they  will  come  too  late.  ^ 

I think  It  important  that  the  negro  Free  Aleck,’^  at  Cheesemaifs 
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Creek,  be  arrested  as  soon  as  possible,  as  be  is  said  to  take  information 
to  York  town  at  night. 

I have  received  your  letter  of  19th,  and  am  astonished  to  find  the| 
number  and  weight  of  cannon  you  will  have  in  position  to-morrow,  but  i 
fear  the  rain  will  prevent  much  work.  i 

I think  we  have  gained  over  the  Indian,  and  think  his  information ; 
may  be  relied  upon,  as  he  knows  the  consequences  of  deceiving  us  and  i 
is  anxious  to  remain  with  us. 

The  thick  weather  made  it  impossible  to  get  vessels  into  a position  f 
last  night  for  throwing  shell  without  getting  aground  in  this  narrow  i 
channel  and  at  same  time  unable  to  see  where  to  throw  shells,  butt 
they  shall  act  on  every  possible  occasion  hereafter. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  S.  MISSEOOH. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Winfield  Scott,  April  20,  1862. 

Brig. 'Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  IT,  S,  Army: 

General  : I have  nothing  of  especial  interest  to  report.  The  rain  i 
is  again  upon  us  and  will  interfere  more  or  less  with  our  work,  but  the 
results  cannot  be  so  serious  as  they  were  when  we  first  took  up  our  po- 
sitions. Battery  No.  1 would  have  been  armed  last  night  with  five  i 
100-])ounder  Parrotts  but  for  the  rain.  As  it  is  one  is  mounted,  the  j 
platforms  laid,  and  the  carriage  in  position.  We  hope  to  finish  it  to-ii 
night.  The  construction  of  No.  2 has  been  delayed  somewhat  by  the  i 
necessity  of  extreme  caution  in  regard  to  furnishing,  when  it  will  no  i 
doubt  be  ready  for  its  fifteen  guns  to-night. 

No.  3 will  be  ready  for  its  armament  of  six  guns  by  daybreak  to-  ^ 
morrow.  i 

No.  4 will  be  ready  for  its  ten  13-inch  mortars  before  they  meet  us.  | 

No.  5 will  be  ready  for  its  five  guns  to.-morrow.  i 

There  is  more  delay  than  I like  in  the  arrival  of  heavy  guns  and  am- 1 
munition.  I have,  however,  sent  to  have  a thorough  examination  made  i 
of  all  the  vessels  near  here  and  Fort  Monroe,  in  hopes  of  finding  some 
of  our  missing  guns  and  ammunition.  There  was  more  or  less  mus- 
ketry firing  last  night;  nothing  important  or  serious.  Some  quite 
lieavy  musketry  an  hour  ago  on  our  left.  I have  not  yet  learned  thei 
cause,  but  as  everything  is  now  quiet  I presume  it  amounted  to  very 
little. 

I inclose  copies  of  communications  between  the  rebel  general  near 
the  Burnt  Chimneys  and  General  Smith.  The  enemy  does  not  appear 
to  have  learned  much  by  the  correspondence  as  to  the  name  of  the 
commanding  general  opposite. 

As  I telegraphed  last  night,  the  colonel  who  brought  the  flag  acknowl- 
edged to  a very  severe  loss  on  their  part ; said  that  our  men  acted 
most  gallantly,  and  that  they  (the  rebels)  could  not  show  their  heads 
without  being  picked  oif.  I observe  that  the  Norfolk  Day  Book,  as 
usual,  magnifies  the  affair  into  an  assault.  I do  not  know  what  desig- 
nation they  will  give  to  the  real  attack  when  it  does  occur. 

It  is  still  raining,  but  our  work  is  progressing.  Very  little  artillery 
firiug  to-day  thus  far. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 
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Saturday,  A]pril  19, 1862—10  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  of  Brigade 

OF  Federal  Troops  in  Front; 

Sir:  I send  a flag  of  truce  by  Col.  William  M.  Levy  to  state  to  you 
that  many  of  your  dead  are  lying  unburied  in  front  of  our  works,  and 
to  propose  a cessation  of  hostilities  for  two  hours  for  the  purpose  of 
their  interment  by  us. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 

Brigadier- General. 

Saturday,  April  19, 1862—2.30  p.  m. 
General  Commanding  Forces  Opposite: 

I would  desire  that  the  bodies  of  our  men  on  your  side  of  the  river 
be  delivered  to  us  at  the  middle  of  the  dam : if  this  is  impracticable,  in 
the  middle  of  the  stream.  ’ 

By  command  of  general  commanding  forces  opposite: 

L.  jy.  H.  CURBIE. 

April  19, 1862 — 4 p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  of  Brigade 

OF  Federal  Troops  in  Front  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  answer  to 
my  note  of  this  date,  and  to  state  that  j^our  proposition  to  receive 
the  bodies  at  the  middle  of  the  dam  is  accepted,  and  that  hostilities 
will  be  suspended  for  two  hours  from  receipt  of  this  note. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


. . . ^ Washington,  April  21,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan: 

Your  dispatch  of  the  19th  was  received  that  day.  Fredericksburg 
bridges  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  a small  part 
McDowelPs  command  occupies  this  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  oppo- 
site the  town.  He  purposes  moving  his  whole  force  to  that  point. 

A.  LINCOLN^. 


\Iaj. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 
Warwiclc  Court-House.  Va..  April  21,  1862. 

J.  H.  Taylor,  ' 

Chief  of  Brigadier- General  Sumner^s  Staf: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  j^our  telegram,  just  received,  asking  to  know  the 
lest  pound  on  which  to  concentrate  my  corps,  I respectfully  request 
.hat  1 may  be  alio \^d  to  deter  my  final  reply  until  Brigadier-General 
Major-General  McClellan  shall  have  examined  the  minutes 
u mtormation  derived  from  three  contrabands  who  came  over  from 
he  enemy  this  morning.  Their  reports  correspond  so  nearlv  with  so 
nany  rumors,  reports,  and  appearances  which  had  before  come  to  my 
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knowledge,  that  I am  unable,  without  knowing  the  general  plan  of 
operations,  to  suggest  a concentration  of  my  corps.  Independently  of 
the  general  plan  of  operations,  I would  recommend  a concentration  of 
one  division  in  rear  and  to  the  left  of  my  headquarters,  and  two  divis- 
ions on  the  front,  now  guarded  by  Brigadier-General  Couch;  in  which 
case  I could  effect  nothing  without  a larger  supply  of  heavy  artillery. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  enemy  have  successive  lines  of  defense,  begin- 1 
ning  with  a wet  ditch  or  stream  which  cannot  be  filled  up,  I am  unable,! 
until  I shall  have  found  a weaker  point  than  I have  yet  discovered,  to 
recommend  anything  which  supposes  an  assault  in  front.  If  Mulberry 
Island  has  been  evacuated,  as  the  negroes  say  (and  other  appearances 
indicate  that  the  force  there  has  been  recently  reduced),  we  can  pressi 
sharply  upon  the  enemy  from  Smith’s  position,  and  with  some  heavy  i 
artillery  we  can  threaten  and  perhaps  force  a passage  on  the  left  while, 
the  battering  at  Yorktown  is  in  progress,  and  at  the  same  time  safely' 
leave  my  corps  without  material  change  in  its  present  position. 

I make  these  suggestions  for  the  sole  reason  that  my  want  of  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  the  general  plan  of  operations  renders  it  necessary  i 
that  I should  return  a qualified  answer  to  your  telegram. 

The  three  contrabands  and  the  minutes  of  their  examination  will  be 
sent  over  with  this  letter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 

[Indorsement.] 

April  22,  1802. 

General  Marcy,  CMp/  of  Staff: 

General  : I have  sent  two  engineer  officers  to  make  a careful  exam- 
ination to-day  of  the  left  of  our  line  and  I will  report  this  evening. 

Eespectfully, 

E.  Y.  SUMNEE, 

Brigadier -General,  TJ.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ko.  119.  1 Camp  Winf.  Scott,  near  Yorkfn,  Va.^  ApH21, 1802. 

******* 

III.  The  following  will  be  substituted  for  paragraph  2,  Special  Or- 
ders, Ko.  118,  April  20,  1802 : 

The  plan  of  a battery  and  its  location  having  been  determined,  the 
general  commanding  will  designate  the  division  of  the  army  which  is 
to  perform  the  labor  of  its  construction. 

The  general  of  the  trenches  will  be  responsible  that  the  labor  is  dili- 
gently and  industriously  rendered  and  that  the  plans  and  instructions 
of  the  engineer  or  officer  in  charge  are  rigidly  adhered  to.  Tlie  chief 
engineer  will  indicate  the  officer  of  engineers  or  artillery  charged  with 
the  professional  responsibility  of  the  construction,  giving  his  name  to 
these  headquarters  and  the  general  of  the  trenches.  At  each  head- 
quarters of  division  an  officer  will  be  designated  during  the  siege  who 
will  be  charged  witli  the  special  duty  of  regulating  the  details  of  work- 
ing parties.  He  will  consult  daily  with  the  engineer  or  artillery  officer 
in  charge  of  a construction,  and  upon  his  requisition  for  the  detail  of 
laborers  will,  under  the  orders  of  the  division  commander,  furnish  the 
detail.  He  will  be  responsible  for  the  intrenching  tools  of  the  division. 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


119 


wliicli  lie  will  distribute  to  the  detail  going  out  to  work  in  the  propor- 
tion fixed  by  the  engineer  officer,  taking  the  receipt  of  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  detail  therefor,  and  upon  the  return  of  the  party  will 
receive  the  tools  again.  He  will  see  that  the  working  parties  are  prop- 
erly constituted  and  leave  the  division  at  the  hour  fixed,  in  order  to 
arrive  in  time  at  the  place  of  labor.  He  will  visit  the  battery  at  least 
twice  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  will  report  to  the  division  commander 
the  result  of  his  observation  during  the  visit. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  working  ])arty  will,  on  his  arriving  at 
the  battery  or  trench,  report  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work.  He 
will  be  directly  respousible  for  the  constancy  and  industry  of  the  labor 
lierformed  and  the  strictness  of  adherence  to  the  plans  and  instructions 
of  the  engineer  or  constructing  officer.  When  a work  shall  be  finished 
the  engineer  will  make  a Vvuitten  report  of  the  fact  to  these  headquar- 
ters, the  chief  engineer,  and  to  the  general  of  the  trenches. 

When  there  are  not  tools  enough  at  the  headquarters  of  a division  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  a working  party  the  officer  charged  with 
regulating  the  details  will  at  once  make  a requisition  for  them  on  Gen- 
eral D.  P.  Woodbury,  in  charge  of  the  engineer  deiiot. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


George  B.  McClellan, 


l^AVY  Department, 

AiJril  22, 1862. 


Major-General^  U.  S.Army.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomae  : 

The  Galena  sailed  this  forenoon  for  Hamilton  Eoads  direct. 

G.  V.  FOX, 
Assistant  Seeretary. 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington^  April  22,  1862 — 5 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Army  of  the  Potomac^  near  YorMotvn,  Va.: 

Your  telegram  is  just  received.  Four  2()-pounders  have  been  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  Ship  Point  from  Washington,  five  from  Xew  York,  and 
all  that  there  are  finished  at  the  West  Point  Foundery.  Twenty  car- 
riages tor  these  guns  will  be  sent  from  Washington.  About  1,000  pro- 
jectiles will  be  sent  from  Xew  York,  and  a large  supply  from  West 
Point.  The  Quartermaster-General  will  be  notified  that  these  stores 
are  urgently  needed. 

All  of  these  guns  will  reach  you  as  soon  as  the  Quartermaster’s  De- 
partment can  transport  them  to  you. 

JAS.  W.  EIPLEY, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  22,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Seeretary  of  War : 

The  enemy  have  fired  a good  deal  to-day,  but  have  done  no  harm  as 
far  as  I have  heard.  A sharp  skirmish  with  Smith’s  pickets  to-day  j en- 
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emy  repulsed  with  loss.  Eecent  rains  have  injured  the  roads 5 delayed 
us,  but  we  are  making  progress  all  the  time. 

GEO.  B.  McGLELLAISr. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Aj^ril  23,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Thomas  : 

Oases  have  occurred  of  the  entire  destitution  of  Union  families — a con- 
dition arising  from  the  inevitable  ravages  of  war.  This  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  prevent.  In  such  cases  it  is  but  just,  when  this  class  of 
persons  have  suffered  as  well  from  our  own  troops  as  from  the  enemy, 
that  they  should  at  least  be  preserved  from  starvation.  I desire  to  be 
instructed  if  an  issue  of  rations  can  be  made  under  such  circumstances 
to  destitute  Union  families. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Camp  Scott, 

Aj^ril  23,  1862 — 10.40  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Night  passed  off'  quietly.  Batteries  Nos.  1,  6,  7,  and  8 are  complete. 
No.  2 will  be  ready  complete  to-morrow  at  daylight,  if  the  guns  in- 
tended for  it  can  be  landed  in  time.  They  were  delayed  at  Old  Point 
by  rough  weather.  Nos.  3 and  5 should  be  ready  by  daylight.  We’ll 
complete  communication  to  these  batteries  and  the  left  half  of  first 
parallel  to-night,  I hope.  Very  little  firing  to-day.  Our  men  hard  at 
work.  Weather  again  good.  Eoads  should  be  good  by  to-morrow. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 

Major-  General, 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  April  23,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  Merrimac,  it  is  reported,  will  be  out  in  a day  or  two.  She  is  very 
much  strengthened,  and  has  one  or  two  guns  of  larger  caliber  than  she 
had  when  she  destroyed  the  Cumberland  and  Congress  frigates  the  8th 
of  March.  The  weight  of  iron  added  to  her  has  brought  her  down  so 
that  she  draws  21 J feet  of  water.  She  has  an  iron  beak  of  12  feet  in 
length,  but  below  water,  and  cannot  be  seen.  The  object  is  to  run 
under  the  upper  deck  of  the  Monitor. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

• Major-General, 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington^  April  23,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Army  of  the  Potomac^  near  YorJctoicn: 

Thirty  20-pounders  will  be  sent  to  you  from  the  West  Point  Foundery, 
making,  with  those  from  New  York  and  Washington,  thirty-nine  in  all. 

JAS.  W.  EIPLEY, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  24,  1862 — 3 p.  m. 

Hon,  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Colonel  Gove  made  a very  handsome  reconnaissance  this  morning  and 
obtained  very  important  information,  without  losing  a man.  New  works 
discovered  on  Smithes  left  this  morning.  Work  on  first  parallel  com- 
menced to-day  under  cover  of  timber.  Exposed  part  on  left  of  Worm- 
ley’s  Creek  will  be  commenced  to-night.  Will  commence  under  cover 
of  brush  the  part  on  right  of  Wormley’s  Creek  to-morrow  morning  and 
complete  exposed  part  to-morrow  night.  Will  also  at  once  commence 
new  batteries.  Enemy  quiet  to-day.  All  going  on  well. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Major- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City^  D.  (7.,  April  25, 1862. 


Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

General  : The  inclosed  extract  from  a letter  just  received  at  this 
Department  I am  advised  by  General  Hitchcock  to  send  to  you,  in  view 
of  the  high  character  of  the  writer. 

I should  deem  it  impertinent  to  obtrude  my  own  opinions  or  of  my 
own  motion  to  send  you  such  a paper,  notwithstanding  my  intense  solic- 
itude for  your  success  and  a desire  to  render  any  aid  I can. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


P.  H.  WATSON. 


[In  closure.] 

Excuse  me  for  again  troubling  you,  but  the  condition  of  things  in 
your  neighborhood  causes  me  much  anxiety.  In  my  opinion  there  is 
to  be  no  stand  made  by  the  Confederates  at  Yorktown.  The  array 
there  and  Jeft*.  Davis’  visit  and  inspection  is  a mere  demonstration. 
If  Davis  is  a general,  which  I think  he  is,  he  will  on  some  day,  in  less 
than  ten  days,  concentrate  all  his  forces  suddenly  and  attack  McDowell 
at  Fredericksburg  or  between  that  point  and  Eichmond. 

Pre[)aratory  to  this  he  will  draw  off,  and  is  probably  now  drawing 
off,  all  his  troops  from  Yorktown,  leaving  all  the  time  enough  there  to 
amuse  McClellan  and  keep  out  of  the  way  his  70,000  men.  For  this 
10,000  men  will  be  ample,  and  he  will  fall  on  McDowell  with  his  whole 
disposable  force. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City^  D,  0.,  April  25,  1862. 

The  President: 

By  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I transmit  herewith  for 
your  information  the  accompanying  letter  and  inclosures  just  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  urging  the  capture  of  Norfolk,  and 
suggesting  the  military  measures  which  in  his  opinion  should  be  taken 
for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
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Navy  Department, 

Aiiril  24,  1862. 

Hod.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

'Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  a copy  of  dispatch,  No.  214, 
of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  received  this  day  at  this  Department. 
The  views  expressed  by  liim  in  regard  to  the  possession  of  Norfolk 
accord  so  fully  with  my  own  that  I deem  it  a duty  to  communicate 
them  to  yon.  I know  not  that  it  is  possible,  in  the  existing  state  of 
things,  to  re-enforce  General  Burnside  as  proposed,  but  the  capture 
of  Norfolk  would,  in  my  opinion,  next  after  New  Orleans,  be  the  most 
decisive  blow  that  could  be  struck  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

I also  send  you  an  extract  from  a dis})atch  of  Commander  Missroon, 
of  the  steamer  Wachiisett,  York  Diver,  in  relation  to  the  works  at 
Yorktown. 

I am,  very  respectfiill3^,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

[Sub-inclosurea.] 

U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Eoads,  April  22,  1862. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

Sir  : Three  white  men  (one  of  them  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two 
children)  were  picked  up  last  night  by  the  Baltimore.  They  were  in  a 
boat,  and  had,  as  they  say,  escaped  from  Norfolk. 

One  of  them  has  been  working  for  a long  time  past  in  the  Gosport 
uav3"-yard.  He  describes  the  Merrimac  as  being  offi  the  yard,  with  a 
large  gang  of  men  Avorkiug  upon  her  day  and  night,  fitting  shutters  to 
all  her  side  ])orts.  She  has  always  had  them,  he  says,  to  her  end  ports. 
He  also  informs  me  that  four  new  wooden  gunboats  have  been  com- 
pleted at  the  Norfolk  yard  and  a fifth  over  in  Norfolk,  and  that  all  are 
now  read^^  for  service.  Furthermore,  that  at  the  Norfolk  juird  they 
are  building  rapidly  a vessel  to  be  just  like  the  Merrimac  in  every- 
respect  except  in  size,  which  is  only  to  be  about  1,000  tons ; that  she 
is  already^  far  advanced  toward  completion  in  her  wood  work,  and  has 
even  the  wood  work  of  her  covering  or  house  finished.  Neither  her  en- 
gines nor  any^  of  her  iron  plates  have  yet  been  put  in  place.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  she  will  be  ready^  for  use  in  about  a month  or  so.  ‘ This,  he 
says,  is  the  only^  vessel  to  be  plated  that  the  enemy  is  preparing  at 
Norfolk.  Besides  the  above  five  gunboats  they  are  now  building  there 
four  more. 

I am  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  all  these  statements. 

I am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 
Flag-Officer^  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockade  Squadron. 

N.  B. — By  a late  Norfolk  paper,  which  I forward  to  the  Department 
to-day-,  it  ai)pears  that  a fight  came  off  last  Fiiday-,  near  Elizabeth 
City-,  between  some  of  General  Burnside\s  men  and  the  enemy-,  and 
that  the  latter  were  driven  half  way-  to  Norfolk.  Tlie  object  of  the  at- 
tack on  our  part  was,  1 know,  to  destroy  the  lock  of  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal  at  South  Mills,  which  I have  no  doubt  has  been  accomplished 
effectually.  AVith  this  lock  destroyed,  and  the  Currituck  link  of  the 
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Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  kept  choked,  no  iron-clad  or  other 
gnnboats  can  go  from  Norfolk  to  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina.  No 
vessel  drawing  over  3 or  feet  of  water  can  pass  through  Currituck 
Sound  from  Norfolk,  and  so  get  into  Croatan  and  Pamlico  Sounds.  I 
speak  from  positive  information  on  this  point,  for  I had  the  experiment 
tried,  in  effect,  by  Lieutenant  Jeffers,  when  he  was  dispatched  by  me 
in  charge  of  an  army  stern- wheel  boat,  drawing  only  3 feet  or  so  of 
water,  to  destroy  some  salt  works  at  old  Currituck  Inlet. 

Could  General  Burnside  be  promptly  re-enforced  with  a body  of 
40,000  men  I am  convinced  that  he  could  possess  himself  of  Norfolk  in 
a fortnight  after  their  arrival  at  Roanoke  Island. 

This  idea  I have  entertained  ever  since  that  island  surrendered  to 
our  arms,  and  the  more  I think  of  it  the  more  I am  confirmed  in  my  be- 
lief. With  the  force  the  general  would  then  have,  he  would,  undoubt- 
edly, use  the  roads  leading  from  PowelPs  Point,  Winton,  and  Gatesville, 
all  three  of  which  are  good  and  practicable,  and  hold  Roanoke  Island 
and  Winton  as  bases  of  operation. 

These  considerations  may  be  of  moment  before  a great  while,  if  they 
are  not  so  now. 

Most  respectfullj' , 

L.  M.  G. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Yorlctoivn,  Va.,  April  23,  1862. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockade  Squadron : 

Sir  : The  works  of  the  enemy  are  excessively  strong  and  powerfully 
armed.  Their  cannon  are  managed  and  served  with  surprising  accu- 
racy, exceeding  anything  I have  heretofore  known,  and  there  is  every 
indication  of  a most  determined  resistance.  More  than  fifty  heavy 
cannon  bear  upon  this  bay,  and  the  destruction  of  vessels  of  this  class 
is  inevitable,  if  taken  under  such  a fire,  without  their  haviug  the  power 
to  inflict  any  damage  or  but  trifling  damage  to  the  enemy,  owing  to  the 
sui)erior  and  well-chosen  position  of  their  batteries. 

I believe  that  any  number  of  vessels  of  this  or  the  gunboat  class 
will  not  prevail  against  works  so  located  as  those  now  before  me,  and 
that  an  increase  of  numbers  will  only  add  to  our  casualties.  General 
McClellan  proiDoses  to  dismount  some  of  the  cannon  before  the  vessels 
advance,  and  it  is  an  evident  necessity  that  he  should  do  so  to  a very 
large  extent.  * ^ * 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  MISSROON, 

Commander. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  20,  1862.  (Received  April  27 — 9 a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I am  glad  to  write  that  the  first  parallel  now  extends  to  York  River, 
being  now  complete.  The  most  exposed  portion  was  commenced  to- 
night  by  the  regulars.  They  are  now  Avell  under  cover,  and  the  parallel 
will  be  nearly  finished  by  daylight.  Everything  quiet  to-night.  No 
firing  on  either  side  that  amounts  to  anytliing. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  27,  1862. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  first  parallel  essentially  finished  without  accident;  are  at  work 
upon  batteries  for  the  10-inch  mortars.  Will  commence  new  gun  bat- 
teries to-night.  Am  anxious  for  the  arrival  of  the  expected  20  and  30 
pounder  Parrotts.  The  13-inch  mortars  and  the  200-pounder  Parrottfc> — 
ten  of  the  first  and  one  of  the  latter — are  safely  within  the  mouth  of 
Wormley’s  Creek,  and  will  be  in  batteries  to-day.  No  rain  to-day.  The 
roads  were  becoming  horrid  again.  Enemy  fired  sharply  with  artillery 
for  a while  this  morning,  but  did  no  harm. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs.  Hooker^s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Winfield  Scott,  near  Yorlctown,  Ya,,  April  27, 1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant- Colonel  Mott,  with  1,000 
men,  held  the  advance  of  my  front  last  night,  extending  from  Porter^s 
pickets  to  the  Yorktown  road.  He  reports  the  exchange  of  a few  shots 
between  his  advanced  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy.  One  of  his  men 
received  a slight  flesh  wound  in  the  leg.  One  of  the  rebel  pickets  de- 
livered himself  uxi  soon  after  daylight  this  morning  and  has  been  sent 
to  the  provost-marshal-general.  Valuable  information  can  be  gotten 
from  him. 

Colonel  Brewster,  commanding  the  Seventy-third  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteers,  was  posted  in  the  vicinity  of  Batteries  Nos.  2 and  3. 
I received  instructions  yesterday  for  this  regiment  to  throw  out  pickets 
to  the  left  of  the  Yorktown  road  as  far  out  as  Battery  No.  5,  and  ac- 
cordingly so  instructed  the  officer  on  duty.  This  morning  he  reports 
that,  instead  of  that,  the  generahof  the  trenches  directed  him  to  post 
his  reserves  farther  to  tJie  right,  and  extended  a portion  of  the  Fourth 
Maine  and  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Regiments  to  the  right  of  the 
Yorktown  road  without  his  being  informed  that  a change  was  to  be 
made  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops.  Colonel  Brewster  reports  that 
he  heard  brisk  firing,  and  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  it  was  between  the 
two  last-named  regiments. 

My  single  object  in  referring  to  this  subject  is  to  impress  upon  the 
mind  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  necessity  of  having  a per- 
fect understanding  in  the  dispositions  for  night  defense  to  avoid  catas- 
trophe. Nothing  is  more  easy  than  for  troops  to  mistake  friends  for 
enemies  in  these  movements. 

As  it  is  required  of  the  general  of  the  trenches  to  report  the  opera- 
tions of  the  pickets  and  reserves,  is  it  expected  that  division  command- 
ers shall  do  the  same  thing  ? 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 


Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 
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Special  Orders, 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Winf.  Scotty  near  Yorkfn  Va.j  ApH  27, 1862. 


Ko.  126. 


III.  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter  is  assigned  to  duty  as  director  of  the 
siege.  He  will  report  in  person  at  least  twice  each  day  to  the  general 
commanding,  from  whom,  or  the  chief  of  staff,  he  will  receive  his  in- 
structions. 

Instead  of  reporting  to  the  chief  of  staff*  as  heretofore  ordered,  the 
generals  of  the  trenches  will  report  to  the  director  of  the  siege,  and 
obey  such  orders  as  he  may  give  them. 

All  persons  on  duty  in  the  trenches,  whether  as  guards,  working 
parties,  or  serving  guns,  will  obey  the  orders  of  the  director  of  the 
siege. 

All  arrangements  in  reference  to  the  construction  of  new  works, 
their  armament,  and  opening  ffre,  &c.,  will  be  promptly  communicated 
by  the  proper  officer  to  the  director  of  the  siege  as  soon  as  determined 
upon. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  director  of  the  siege  to  determine  the 
strength  and  location  of  the  guards  of  the  trenches,  for  which  he  will 
make  requisitions,  in  ample  season,  upon  the  adjutant-general  of  this 
army. 

* # # # # # « 

YI.  The  officer  charged  in  each  division,  by  existing  orders  from 
these  headquarters,  with  the  duty  of  regulating  the  details  of  working 
parties  during  the  siege  will  be  selected  hereafter  from  the  grade  of 
field  officers,  and  will  be  assisted  by  three  officers  of  the  rank  of  subal- 
terns, to  be  taken  from  the  division.  The  field  officer  thus  designated, 
with  his  assistants,  together  with  the  guides  heretofore  directed  to  be 
selected  from  each  division,  whose  business  it  will  be  to  acquaint  them- 
selves* with  the  locality  of  each  of  the  works  erected  and  in  progress, 
will  all  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter,  director  of  the  siege.*  The 
assistants  to  the  field  officer  referred  to,  if  not  mounted,  will  be  fur- 
nished with  horses  and  equipments  by  the  quartermaster’s  department 
on  the  requisition  of  the  field  officer,  approved  by  the  division  com- 
mander. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 


S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  28,  1862 — 10.30  a.  m. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 


Nothing  of  interest  during  the  night.  No  firing  on  our  right,  where 
the  work  proceeded  undisturbed.  On  the  left  the  enemy  fired  a good 
deal,  but  hurt  no  one,  nor  was  the  work  interrupted.  Have  just  sent  a 
heavy  field  battery  to  silence  a gun  or  two  of  the  enemy  that  have  been 
impertinent  this  morning,  but  have  hurt  no  one. 

Weather  has  improved  and  we  are  making  good  progress. 


GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  28,  1862—11  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Enemy  have  fired  a good  deal  to-day,  and  have  done  no  damage  that 
I have  heard  of.  Silenced  one  of  their  batteries  near  Wynn’s  Mill  to- 
day. Commenced  a battery  to-night  from  right  of  first  parallel  to  reach 
position  for  a heavy  battery  bearing  upon  water  batteries  and  Glouces- 
ter. Eegulars  on  the  work.  Enemy  have  been  firing  at  them  5 do  not 
know  result.  Mortar  batteries  progressing;  will  soon  be  ready  to  open. 
Would  be  glad  to  have  the  30-pounder  Parro.tts  in  the  works  around 
Washington  at  once.  Am  very  short  of  that  excellent  gun. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs.  Hooker’s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Winfield  Scott,  near  YorJctown,  Fa.,  April  28,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General^  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  Massachusetts  Eegiment 
and  a part  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Eegiment,  in  all  1,000  men, 
under  Colonel  Cowdin,  occupied  mj"  advanced  line  of  pickets  until  6 
o’clock  this  morning.  The  latter  reports  that  the  enemy  displayed  three 
or  four  regiments  on  his  right  a little  before  dark  last  night.  About  11 
o’clock  he  reports  considerable  musket  firing  between  the  advanced 
jiickets  on  and  near  the  Yorktown  road. 

I have  nothing  of  importance  to  report  of  the  supports  of  Batteries 
Nos.  2 and  3,  under  Colonel  Johnson,  Eighth  Eegiment  New  Jersey 
Yolunteers. 

•Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


U.  S.  Steaivier  Wachusett, 

Yorlc  River,  April  28,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Comdg.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Headquarters  near  Yorlctown,  Ya. : 

General  : I have  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn 
his  long-range  rifies  from  Yorktown  and  has  placed  them  in  the  woods, 
to  operate  on  this  anchorage.  The  shells  for  the  two  lOO-pounder  ves- 
sels are  nearly  exhausted,  and  I am  just  now  advised  that  a sup])ly  ves- 
sel may  not  be  expected  under  three  days,  and  to  husband  our  shells  in 
the  mean  time. 

Should  the  enemy  place  rifles  behind  embankments  900  yards  beyond 
the  margin  of  the  river  our  11-inch  guns  could  not  reacli  them,  their 
range  for  accurate  firing  being  only  1,320  yards  and  short  of  3,000  yards 
at  extreme  elevation,  while  the  lOO-pounders,  mounted  on  extremely  ^ ul- 
nerable  vessels,  with  their  machinery  exposed  and  with  crews  as  yet 
unpi  acticed,  and  short  of  shell  though  with  abundance  of  shot,  could 
do  little  toward  displacing  the  enem5^ 

As  the  first  duty  of  importance  for  the  vessels  will  be  to  cover  the 
landing  of  General  Franklin’s  division,  they  must  be  kept  intact  and 
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ready  for  it.  I therefore  think  it  proper  ho  take  a position  somewhat 
farther  outside  my  jmesent  anchorage,  till  I get  a supply  of  ammuni- 
tion or  till  General  Franklin  be  ready  to  move,  but  in  the  mean  time 
shall  keep  a steamer  in  position  to  protect  the  pontoons  I see  near  Sand 
Box,  and  shall  also  throw  a few  11-inch  shells  into  Yorktown  or  Glou- 
cester, when  practicable,  at  night. 

I should  think  that  the  pontoons  at  Sand  Box  indicate  to  the  enemy 
the  intention  to  land  at  Gloucester. 

Very  respectfully,  ' 

J.  S.  MISSEOOY, 

Coynmander. 

[Inclosure.] 


TJ.  S.  Steamer  Wachusett, 

York  River j April  15,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac^  near  Yorktown^  Ya. : 

My  Dear  General:  On  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  in  regard  to 
ranges,  elevation,  charges,  &c.,  of  the  100-pouuder  rifle  on  board  the 
Sebago  last  evening,  I required  the  commander  of  that  vessel  to  fur- 
nish the  information  desired,  but  he  informed  me  he  had  not  the  infor- 
mation, having  just  been  appointed  to  that  vessel. 

1 therefore  beg  to  inclose  to  you  the  information  I happen  to  possess 
on  the  subject,  not  only  of  the  100-pounder,  but  also  of  the  20  to  30 
pounders,  as  ascertained  by  late  official  experiments,  and  I consider 
them  quite  reliable. 

The  shells  you  wished  thrown  into  the  working  parties  last  evening 
drove  them  into  the  woods,  and  I have  directed  the  Sebago  to  occupy 
a position  from  which  she  may  operate  whenever  the  enemy  may  reap- 
pear there. 

I am  much  disappointed  at  the  low  ranges  obtained  last  evening  of 
our  11-inch  cannon.  That  class  of  guns,  though  destructive  when  within 
1,700  yards,  should  be  made  to  yield  to  the  100  and  150  i)ounder  rifle. 
Eespectfully,  yours. 


J.  S.  MISSROOY, 


Commander. 


I am  arranging  at  this  moment  to  use  the  Sebago  for  annoying  the 
enemy  with  her  100-pounder  rifle  at  Gloucester  and  Yorktown. 


Office  of  the  Senior  Quartermaster, 

Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Winfield  Scott,  Va.,  April  28,  1862. 

General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C.  : 
General  : With  regard  to  the  operations  of  our  department,  as  con- 
nected with  this  almy,  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I believe  that 
everything  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 

We  have  had  great  difficulties  to  encounter,  but  they  have  been  over- 
come, and  the  wants  of  the  army  have  been,  and  are,  sui)plied  promptly. 
The  best  evidence  of  this  is  that  there  have  been  no  complaints.  Our 
army  is  stretched  across  the  Peninsula,  the  right  resting  near  York- 
town and  the  left  near  James  River.  All  our  suiiplies  are  drawn  from 
the  depots  at  Oheeseman’s  Creek  and  Shii)  Point,  except  for  a small 


128  , THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA.  [Chap.  XXIIir 

portion  of  the  left  wing,  which  are  obtained  from  Fort  Monroe.  The. 
only  difficulties  have  arisen  from  the  character  of  the  country,  which  iC 
nearly  level  and  covered  with  a dense  growth  of  pines.  The  surface  of 
the  country  is  sandy,  resting  on  quicksand,  and  during  rainy  weather 
the  roads  are  soon  rendered  impassable,  empty  wagons  even  sinking  to 
their  beds.  Nearly  every  foot  of  the  roads  have  been  corduroyed ; a 
great  many  of  these  roads  have  been  badly  made  and  are  exceedingly 
rough,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  wear  and  tear  of  our  transporta- 
tion have  been  very  great.  Large  working  parties  are  now  on  them, 
and,  if  we  should  have  any  more  good  weather,  they  will  soon  be  very 
much  improved. 

I find  that  mules  are  the  only  animals  fit  for  this  rough  service.  Our 
liorse  teams  suffer  severely,  and  I would  recommend  that  hereafter  no 
more  horse  teams  be  provided  for  our  armies,  no  matter  in  what  part 
of  the  country  they  be  serving,  as  mules  are  far  more  serviceable  and 
economical. 

Our  main  depots  are  at  Fort  Monroe,  Cheeseman’s  Creek,  and  Ship 
Point.  I have  placed  Captain  Sawtelle  in  charge  of  the  depot  at  the 
fort,  assisted  by  Captain  Thomas,  and  Colonel  Ingalls  in  charge  of  that 
at  Cheeseman’s  Creek,  assisted  by  Captain  Rankin,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster.  Captain  Pinner,  brigade  quartermaster,  and  Captain 
W agner,  brigade  quartermaster.  The  latter  is  in  charge  of  the  cloth- 
ing and  camp  and  garrison  equipage.  The  bulk  of  the  clothing,  &c., 
is  kept  at  Old  Point,  as  I do  not  desire  to  accumulate  any  great  amount 
of  stores  here,  as  it  would  embarrass  our  movements  when  we  advance. 

Ship  Point  is  at  the  mouth  of  Poquosin  River,  and  is  used  exclusively 
as  the  depot  for  subsistence  stores.  Cheeseman’s  Creek  depot  is  about 
1 mile  to  the  west  of  Ship  Point,  at  the  junction  of  Cheeseman’s  and 
Goose  Creeks,  and  is  used  for  forage,  quartermaster  stores,  and  camp 
and  garrison  equipage.  This  depot  is  about  4 miles  from  headquarters, 
and  the  supplies  from  it  have  to  be  transported  a distance  of  3J  to  7 
miles. 

There  is  a small  depot  on  Back  Creek,  from  which  General  F.  J. 
Porter’s  division  is  supplied,  the  distance  of  land  transportation  being 
about  the  same  as  from  Cheeseman’s  Creek. 

There  is  another  small  creek  (Wormley’s)  which  empties  into  the  i 
York  River  about  miles  below  Yorktown.  This  creek  has  4^  feet  of 
water,  and  heavy  ordnance  is  sent  into  it  in  barges.  It  is,  however, 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  and  can  only  be  used  at  night.  Yes- 
terday one  of  our  barges,  loaded  with  400  13- inch  shells,  was  delayed 
until  daylight,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  it  and  burst  a 100-pound 
shell  in  it  and  sunk  it.  The  shells  will  be  saved.  I send  you  a map  of 
the  scene  of  our  operations,  with  the  roads  plainly  delineated.*  j 

1 beg  here  to  state  that  1 have  received  the  most  cordial  and  efficient  il 
assistance  from  the  officers  of  our  department  in  charge  of  the  depots  i 
at  Fort  Monroe  and  Cheeseman’s  Creek,  and  that  Colonel  Crosmarfi 
and  Major  Belger,  as  well  as  Colonel  Rucker,  have  filled  all  my  requi-  i 
sitions  with  the  greatest  promptness.  I feel  under  many  obligations  to  ‘ 
them  for  it. 

I forward  you  herewith  a copy  of  a circular  which  I have  issued  to  \ 
the  officers  of  our  department  on  duty  with  this  army. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  YAN  YLIET, 
Brigadier- General  and  Quartermaster, 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  30 — 10  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Opened  upon  Yorktown  wharf  to-day  with  Battery  No.  1 j drove  off 
all  their  schooners  and  put  a stop  to  all  operations  in  that  quarter. 
Kesult  quite  satisfactory.  Work  on  new  batteries  progressing  rapidly. 
Condition  of  roads  renders  it  extremely  difficult  to  get  up  the  heavy 
guns  and  ammunition.  Raining  again  to-day.  Our  first  parallel  now 
secure  and  fianks  well  covered.  Enemy  has  fired  considerably  to-day, 
but  I have  not  learned  that  any  one  was  injured 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Major- General. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  119.  ) Camp  Winf.Scottjnear  YorJcfn^Va.jApH SO, 1S62. 

Paragraph  XI  of  General  Orders,  No.  102,  current  series,  prescribing 
flags  to  designate  the  various  headquarters,  is  amended  as  follows : 

For  the  headquarters  of  the  Cavalry  Reserve — yellow  flag,  with  two 
blue  stripes,  6 inches  in  width,  crossing  diagonally. 

First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Reserve— yellow  flag  with  a blue  star  in  the 
center. 

Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Reserve — yellow  flag  with  two  blue  stars  ia 
the  center. 

For  the  Artillery  Reserve — red  flag  with  a white  star  in  the  center. 

For  the  brigade  of  regular  infantry — blue  flag  with  a white  star  in 
the  center. 

All  the  above  flags  to  be  6 feet  long  and  5 feet  wide. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  129.  I Camp  Winf.  Scott,  near  Yorlcfn,  Va.,  ApH  30,  ^62. 
#***##* 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Kearny  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Third  Division  of  the  Third  Army  Corps,  in  place  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  S. 
Hamilton,  relieved. 

By  order  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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The  number  of  men  composing  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  dOth  day  of  April,  1862. 


Aggregate  present 

for  duty. 

Aggregate  on  special 

duty,  sick,  and  in  ar- 

rest. 

Aggregate  absent. 

Total  aggregate  pres-  ! 

ent  and  absent.  1 

1 

General  staff,  Engineers  and  Engineer  Brigade,  cavalry  division, 
escort  to  headquarters,  and  provost  guards. 

Second  Corps  (General  Sumner) 

13, 787 

798 

2,  072 

16,  657 

19, 054 

887 

2, 061 

22,  002 

Third  Corps  ((General  Heintzelman) 

34,  633 

2, 009 

3, 068 

39,  710 

Fourth  Corps  (General  Keyes)  

Franklin’s  division ' 

33,  586 

l;  886 

4, 089 

39,  561 

11,  332 

270 

846 

12,  448 

112,  392 

5,850 

12,136 

130,378 

Adjutant-General’s  Office, 
Washington,  D.  G.,  December  31,  1862. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  preceding  statement  is  accurately  com- 
piled from  the  morning  report  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  of  the  30th 
day  of  April,  1862,  signed  by  Major-General  McClellan  and  his  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  Seth  Williams,  and  now  on  file  in  this  office.* 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  May  1,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Your  call  for  Parrott  guns  from  Washington  alarms  me,  chiefly  be- 
cause it  argues  indefinite  procrastination.  Is  anything  to  be  done  ? 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  1,  1862 — 9 p.  m. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Left  Wing : 

There  are  indications  on  our  right  front  of  the  enemy’s  attempting 
something  to-night  or  early  in  the  morning.  Please  have  Eichardson 
ready  to  move  an  hour  before  day  if  wanted.  I do  not  ask  you  to  keep 
a good  lookout,  because  I know  you  are  always  on  the  alert. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


G 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  1, 1862. 

jneral  Fitz  John  Porter  : 

Have  you  provided  the  field  batteries  Lansing  asks  for  ? I will  have 
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the  regulars  ready  before  daybreak  and  some  of  Hunt's  batteries  har- 
nessed up.  Shall  I do  more  than  this  ? 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

May  1,  1862. 

Ool.  A.  y.  Colburn, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Porter^s  division  has  about  11,400  enlisted  men  for  duty  5 HookePs 
about  9,450  for  duty,  excluding  the  regiment  stationed  at  Ship  Points 
aud  Hamilton’s  about  8,900  for  duty.  In  this  estimate  the  artillery  and 
©avalry  of  eacli  division  are  excluded. 

General  Porter  has  100  men  on  daily  duty  under  Major  Myer. 

General  Hamilton  has  130  men  on  daily  duty  at  these  headquarters 
and  at  the  two  saw  mills,  and  General  Hooker  has  1,500  at  work  daily 
on  the  Yorktown  and*  Hampton  road,  and  it  will  require  several  more 
days  to  finish  it. 

CHAUNCEY  McKEEYER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  oe  the  Potomac, 

May  1, 1862 — 11  p.  m.  (Received  May  3,  1862 — 11.30  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Our  work  is  going  on  very  well.  The  batteries  of  the  first  parallel 
will  be  ready  before  the  guns  and  mortars  can  be  got  to  tbeir  places. 
Enemy  fires  a great  deal  j hits  very  few,  thanks  to  our  trenches.  He 
can  no  longer  use  his  wharf  on  York  River.  Our  rifle  pits  are  rightly 
advancing.  Indications  of  a brush  to-night.  The  time  for  opening  fire 
i«  now  rapidly  approaching.  Enemy  still  in  force  and  working  hard. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 


OF  THE  Potomac, 

May  2,  1862—12  m. 


Enemy  fired  continually  during  the  night,  doing  but  little  damage. 
Our  rifle  pits  on  our  left  advanced  considerably  during  the  night  and 
somewhat  on  the  right.  Our  batteries  being  rapidly  completed,  not- 
^thstanding  the  enemy’s  fire,  which  is  quite  warm.  To-day  our  No.  1 
is  firing  with  good  effect.  Weather  favorable  to-day. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  2,  1862—9  p.  m.  (Received  May  4,  1862—9.30  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  enemy’s  fire  very  hot  to-day  and  rained  almost  continuously. 
Have  heard  of  but  2 killed.  It  seems  quite  probable,  almost  certain,, 
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that  one  of  his  8-inch  guns  burst  this  afternoon.  No.  1 has  been  firing 
to-day  with  good  efiect.  The  weather  has  been  so  favorabie  to-day 
that  we  have  made  unusual  progress,  not  only  in  construction  of 
trenches  and  batteries,  but  also  in  landing  and  bringing  up  guns  and 
ammunition.  I had  a very  satisfactory  interview  to-day  with  the  new 
commodore  of  the  flotilla.  You  have  not  much  longer  to  wait. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  3,  1862 — 10  a.  in.  (Received  May  3,  1862 — 4.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar : 

Enemy  unusually  quiet  last  night  and  this  morning.  Our  rifle  pits 
pushed  forward  considerably  last  night.  Most  satisfactory  progress 
being  made  in  arming  the  batteries.  It  now  seems  certain  that  one  of 
his  large  guns  burst  yesterday.  No.  1 seems  to  give  good  results. 
The  bursting  of  its  shells  in  town  appears  to  cause  a disagreeable 
excitement. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Camp  Winfield  Scott,  May  3,  1862. 

(Received  May  4,  1862 — 8 a.  m.) 

Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

I regret  to  learn  that  Colonel  Campbell,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
has  been  placed  in  arrest  by  Major-General  McDowell  for  endeavoring 
to  comply  with  my  positive  order  to  him  to  report  with  his  regiment 
for  duty  at  this  place.  This  regiment  was  never  assigned  to  General 
McDowell’s  corps,  but  was  detailed  by  me  to  General  Keyes’  corps. 
I,  of  course,  expected  it  to  follow  me  as  soon  as  transportation  could 
be  i)rovided,  and  am  not  a little  surprised  to  learn  that  mj^  instruc- 
tions have  been  interfered  with  and  mj'  force  diminished  by  the  action 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Department  of  the  Rappahannock,  in 
violation  of  General  Orders,  No.  29,  War  Department,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office,  March  22,  1862. 

Under  these  circumstances  I beg  the  immediate  interposition  of  the 
War  Department  to  relieve  from  arrest  a meritorious  officer,  against 
whom  there  appears  to  be  no  complaint  save  that  of  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  his  rightful  commander.  I also  ask  that  the  regiment,  as  well 
as  the  First  New  Jersey,  Colonel  Wyndham,  may  be  permitted  to  join 
the  army  under  my  command  without  further  delay. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General.)  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Winfield  Scott,  May  3,  1862. 

General  S.  Williams, 

A.ssLstant  Adjutant-  General : 

General:  I believe  it  will  be  advisable  to  bring  Richardson’s  divis- 
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ion  farther  to  the  front  in  order  to  strengthen  my  long  line.  Will  you 
j speak  to  the  commanding  general  about  this  and  let  me  hear  from  you! 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I . E.  Y.  SUMNEE, 

[ Brigadier- General^  TJ.  S.  Army^  Gommandmg. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  Third  Corps, 

^0.1.  ( Camp  Winfield  Scott,  near  YorUown,  May  3, 1862. 

Pursuant  to  instructions  from  headquarters  of  the  army  and  of  the 
corps  I hereby  assume  command  of  the  division  composed  of  Generals 
Jameson^s,  Birney^s,  and  Berry^s  brigades,  and  of  Thompson’s,  Beam^s, 
and  Eandolph’s  batteries. 

P.  KEAENY, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

i^o.  133.  j Camp  Winf.  Scott,  near  YorMn,  Ya,,  May  3,  ’62. 

* **'**## 
lY.  Brig.  Gen.  Y.  E.  Patterson,  volunteer  service,  having  reported  to 
^e  commanding  general,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  War 
Department,  is  assigned  to  duty  in  Hooker’s  division.  Third  Army  Corps, 
and  will  report  accordingly. 

j * * * * # * # 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  4,  1862—1.30  p.  m. 

General  Franklin, 

Glieesemanh  GreeTc : 


What  progress  are  you  making  in  embarking  your  command?  The 
commanding  general  desires  you  to  move  up  to’^Yorktown  as  soon  as 
you  are  embarked. 


E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  May  4. 

(Eeceived  12  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Yorktown  is  in  our  possession. 


GEO.  B.  McCLELLAH, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 
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Headquakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  4,  1862 — 9 a.  m.  (Received  4.15  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  have  the  ramparts;  have  guns,  ammunition,  camp  equipage,  &€. 
Hold  the  entire  line  of  his  works,  which  the  engineers  report  as  being 
very  strong.  1 have  thrown  all  my  cavalry  and  horse  artillery  in  pur- 
suit, supported  by  infantry.  I move  Franklin  and  as  much  more  as  I 
can  transport  by  water  up  to  West  Point  to-day.  Ko  time  shall  be  lost. 
Gunboats  have  gone  up  York  River.  I omitted  to  state  that  Gloucester 
is  also  in  our  possession.  I shall  push  the  enemy  to  the  wall. 

GEO.  B;  McCLELLAi^^, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  4,  1862—11.20  a.  m.  (Received  4.15  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

An  inspection  just  made  shows  that  the  rebels  abandoned  in  their 
works  at  Yorktown  two  3-inch  rifle  cannon,  two  4J-inch  rifle  cannon, 
sixteen  32-pounders,  six  42-pounders,  nineteen  8-inch  columbiads,  four 
O-iuch  Dahlgrens,  one  10-inch  columbiad,  one  10-inch  mortar,  one  8-inch 
siege  howitzer,  with  carriages  and  implements  complete,  each  piece  sup- 
plied with  76  rounds  of  ammunition.  On  the  ramparts  there  are  also 
four  magazines,  which  have  not  yet  been  examined.  This  does  not  in- 
clude the  guns  left  at  Gloucester  Point  and  other  works  to  our  left. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City.;  J).  C.,  May  4,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Georue  B.  McClellan, 

Yorktown : 


Accept  my  cordial  congratulations  upon  the  success  at  Yorktown,  and 
1 am  rejoiced  to  hear  that  your  forces  are  in  active  pursuit.  Pleaso 
furnish  me  with  the  details  as  far  as  they  are  acquired,  and  I hope  soon 
to  hail  your  arrival  at  Richmond. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  4,  1862—7  p.  m.  (Received  May  5,  8.40  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Our  cavalry  and  horse  artillery  came  up  with  the  enemy’s  rear  guard 
in  their  intrencliments  about  2 miles  this  side  of  AYilliamsburg.  A 
brisk  figlit  ensued.  Just  as  my  aide  left.  Smith’s  division  of  infantry 
arrived  on  the  ground  and  I presume  carried  his  works,  though  I have, 
not  yet  heard.  The  enemy’s  rear  is  strong,  but  1 have  force  enough  up 
there  to  answer  all  purposes.  We  have  thus  far  seventy-one  heavy 
guns,  large ; large  amounts  of  tents,  ammunition,  &c.  All  along  the 
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lines  their  works  prove  to  have  been  most  formidable,  and  I am  now 
fully  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  course  I have  pursued.  The 
success  is  brilliant,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  its  effects  will  be  of 
the  greatest  importance.  There  shall  be  no  delay  in  following  up  the 
rebels.  The  rebels  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  murderous  and  bar- 
barous conduct  in  placing  torpedoes  within  the  abandoned  works  near 
wells  and  springs  j near  flag-staffs,  magazines,  telegraph  offices,  in 
carpet-bags,  barrels  of  flour,  &c.  Fortunately  we  have  not  lost  many 
men  in  this  manner — some  4 or  5 killed  and  perhaps  a dozen  wounded. 
I shall  make  the  prisoners  remove  them  at  their  own  peril. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the 
General  E.  V.  Sumner: 


Potomac, 

May  4,  1862. 


Please  have  Eichardsoffs  and  Sedgwick^s  divisions  under  arms  at 
once  and  await  further  orders.  Have  the  baggage  wagons  left  with 
guards  to  follow. 

E.  B.  MAEGY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the 
General  E.  V.  Sumner: 


Potomac, 

May  4,  1862. 


The  enemy  has  abandoned  Yorktown,  leaving  all  their  heavy  guns, 
ammunition,  tents,  &c. 

General  Stoneman  is  just  starting  out  on  the  Yorktown  road  toward 
Williamsburg,  with  all  our  cavalry,  four  batteries  of  light  artillery,  and 
will  shortly  be  tollowed  by  a division  of  infantry.  He  is  to  push  on  to 
Williamsburg,  and  your  command,  which  goes  on  toward  Williams-  * 
burg,  will  probably  meet  this  command  near  the  Half-way  House. 

You  Avill  please  hold  the  remainder  of  your  command  in  readiness  to 
march  at  short  notice.  It  is  not  supposed  that  there  are  more  than  a 
tew  regiments  this  side  of  Williamsburg. 

E.  B.  MAEOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the 

General  Fitz  John  Porter, 

Commanding  Division : 


Potomac, 

May  4,  1862. 


Stoneman  found  five  or  six  regiments  of  infantry,  two  of  cavalry, 
and  a battery  in  intrenchments  near  Williamsburg.  Several  cavalry' 
charges,  in  all  of  which  we  gained  the  advantage  j could  do  nothing 
against  intrenchments.  Four  divisions  of  infantry  now  there,  and  the 
works  uo  doubt  carried  an  hour  or  so  ago.  Will  inform  you  when  1 
hear  further.  You  will  probably  move  by  water. 


GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  or  the  Potomac, 

May  4,  1^62. 

Brigadier-General  Heintzelman: 

Please  have  Kearny^s  division  ready  to  move  at  once. 

A.  y.  OOLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


May  4,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Pitz  John  Porter: 

The  general  desires  that  some  troops  be  thrown  over  to  Gloucester 
as  soon  as  means  for  crossing  the  river  are  sent  up. 

A.  y.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  4,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter  : 


Please  prei^are  to  leave  the  smallest  possible  garrison  in  Yorktown 
and  Gloucester  and  hold  the  rest  of  your  division  ready  to  move  and 
to  fight. 

By  order : 

A.  y.  GOLBUEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  4,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Sedgwick  : 

General  McClellan  directs  that  you  move  to  the  vicinity  of  Yorktown 
to-morrow  morning,  with  all  your  transportation,  to  be  there  at  9 o^clock 
if  possible.  Camp  near  the  first  parallel  in  front  of  it  and  there  await 
further  orders. 

Give  particular  directions  to  your  men  not  to  leave  camp;  it  is  dan- 
gerous going  about  Yorktown  until  the  torpedoes  are  removed. 

A.  y.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  4,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Left  Wing : 

General  McClellan  desires  that  you  move  at  least  two,  and  if  necessary 
three,  divisions  to  the  front  on  the  road  toward  Williamsburg,  until  you 
get  to  where  the  firing  now  is,  or  abreast  of  it,  if  it  is  on  another  road, 
and  try  to  turn  the  enemy  if  possible. 

Communicate  frequeutl}^ 

A.  y.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the 
General  E.  D.  Keyes,  Lee’s  Mill : 


Potomac, 
May  4,  1862. 


The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  with  the  part  of  your 
corps  remaining  to  Williamsburg  to-morrow  by  the  most  direct  road. 
Please  give  directions  to  have  all  the  wagons  and  baggage  and  supplies 
go  forward  with  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  wagons  of  the  divisions  that 
went  forward  to-day. 

Please  answer. 


E.  B.  MAROY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Sumner 


Headquarters  Army  of  the 
or  General  Smith: 


Potomac, 
May  4,  1862. 


Push  on  after  the  enemy  in  front  of  Smith.  General  Hooker  is  en 
route  for  Half-way  House  and  will  be  in  position  to  cut  off  their  retreat. 

E.  B.  MAROY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


General  McClellan  : 


Smith’s  Headquarters, 

May  4,  1862. 


The  enemy  is  reported  to  be  in  strong  force  in  front  of  me.  I am 
going  to  engage  him  unless  I get  other  orders. 

I would  suggest  that  the  forces  at  Lee’s  Mill  and  on  our  right  be 
ordered  to  advance  to  add  support. 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  General. 


General  William  F.  Smith: 


May  4,  1862. 


How  far  in  front  of  you  and  about  how  strong  is  the  enemy?  Do 
not  engage  him  until  ordered  by  me,  as  I am  making  other  arrange- 
ments to  cut  him  off. 


GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


4,  1862. 


May 

Com.  Smith,  Commanding  Fleet : 

I learn  that  a large  part  of  the  rebel  force  marched  to  Bigler’s  Mill 
>11  the  York  River,  last  night,  to  take  sail  from  there  to  West  PoinL 
Lt  IS  ot  the  first  importance  to  my  operations  that  some  of  your  gun- 
3oats  hurry  up  to  West  Point  to  destroy  the  transiiortation  and  report 
DO  me  the  state  of  affairs. 


Franklin’s  division  will  be  ready  to  go  up  under  convoy  of  the  other 
juii boats  as  soon  as  I can  hear  from  the  river. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 
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May  4,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Bigler^s  Wharf  is  burning.  There  are  no  batteries  for  12  miles  np 
the  river.  I have  sent  a steamer  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge  over  Pa- 
munkey  Eiver. 

SMITH. 


May  4,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Steamer  Chocura  has  returned  from  West  Point.  No  obstructions  or 
batteries  on  the  river.  No  guns  or  troops  at  West  Point.  White  flag 
at  that  place  and  at  other  points  on  the  river.  The  frames  of  two 
large  vessels  building  at  West  Point. 

W.  SMITH. 


War  Department, 

May  4,  1862. 

Major-General  Wool,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  President  desires  to  know  whether  your  force  is  in  condition  for 
a sudden  movement,  if  one  should  be  ordered,  under  your  command. 
Please  have  it  in  readiness. 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Special  Orders,  ) . Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  135.  1 Camp  Win/,  i^cott,  near  YorlcfUjVa.,  May 

* # * * * * # 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Van  Alen  is  appointed  military  governor 
and  commandant  of  Yorktown  and  Gloucester.  The  Forty-fourth  New 
York  Volunteers,  Colonel  Stryker,  will  form  the  garrison  of  Yorktown, 
and  Colonel  Comfort’s  regiment  (known  as  the  Enfans  Perdus)  the  gar- 
rison of  Gloucester.  These  regiments  will  report  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

May  5,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

My  infantry  are  ready  to  march  at  any  moment,  with  provisions,  am- 
munition, &c.  I have  one  field  battery  ready  for  the  field.  If  I had 
horses,  I could  fit  out  three  fine  batteries.  I have  also  several  squad- 
rons of  dragoons  ready  to  move.  If  I knew  whether  it  was  for  land  or 
sea  service  I could  answer  more  definitely.  If  for  sea  service,  there 
would  be  no  delay.  If  for  land  service,  in  consequence  of  ha  ving  given 
to  General  McClellan  much  of  our  transportation,  we  are  deficient  in 
that  particular,  and  it  might  delay  me  a dav  or  two. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 


Major- General. 
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Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

May  5,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I have  made  inquiries  since  my  dispatch  of  this  a.  m.  The  quar- 
termaster at  this  post  has  no  horses  or  trains  to  spare  from  the  Potomac 
xirmy.  Major-General  McClellan  has  called  on  me  to  place  two  regi- 
ments at  Stony  Greek  Court-House,  or  Lee’s  Mill,  to  protect  his  rear 
for  the  time  being.  I have  deemed  proper  to  give  you  this  information, 
in  order  that  vou  may  perfectly  understand  the  position  of  General  Mc- 
Clellan. 


JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Third  Corps, 
Camp  Jameson^  May  5,  1862 — 4 a.  in. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Army  of  the  Prtomac: 

General  : Under  a misconstruction  of  the  orders  of  General  Heiiit- 
zeiman  I have  advanced  to  a point  on  the  Williamsburg  road  3 miles 
beyond  Yorktown,  where  I am  encamped  and  awaiting  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Heintzelman,  which  he  will  send  me  (or  orders  from  your  head- 
quarters.) 

Yery  respectfully,  your  'obedient  servant, 

P.  KEAKNY, 

Brigadier- General,  Co7nmanding  Third  Division. 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

May  5,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Paining  hard  now  and  most  of  the  night  j roads  consequently  in- 
famous. Enemy  still  at  Williamsburg.  Heavy  firing  now  going  on. 
The  weather  has  delayed  Franklin  to-day.  Hope  to  overcome  all  ob- 
stacles yet  and  throw  a sufficient  force  up  the  York  to  cut  the  enemy’s 
line  of  retreat.  Several  of  our  batteries  are  actually  stuck  fast  in  the 
mud.  The  men  have  done  all  that  could  be  done.  No  signs  of  cessa- 
tion of  rain. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  5,  1862. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  occupy  Lee’s  Mill  at  once, 
and  push  forward  a reconnaissance  with  cavalry,  two  brigades  of  in- 
fantry, and  three  batteries  on  the  road  toward  Grove’s  Wharf  and  the 
Ilalf-way  House,  having  the  roads  and  bridges  put  in  order  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Send  the  cavalry  on  in  the  direction  of  Grove’s  Wharf, 
until  they  ascertain  where  the  enemy  is,  and  the  infantry  and  artillery 
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as  far  as  the  Half-way  House,  directing  the  commander  to  send  back 
frequent  reports  during  the  day. 

E.  B.  MAEOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


McClellands  Headquarters,  May  5. 

William  B.  Franklin  : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  he 
desires  you  to  move  up  the  river  so  as  to  be  at  your  landing  at  day- 
break,  according  to  the  instructions  he  gave  you  to-day.  Sedgwick’s 
division  will  follow  you  as  soon  as  transports  can  be  supplied.  Eich- 
ardson  will  follow,  and  all  be  landed  at  the  point  where  you  disem- 
bark, and  all  will  of  course  be  under  your  command. 

The  pontoon  train  will  be  sent  up  to  Yorktown  to-night. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Sunday,  May  5,  1862 — 2.43  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General  : We  are  at  Lebanon,  stopped  by  General  Sumner’s  orders. 
The  direct  road  in  front  of  us  is  impassable  for  artillery,  but  I have 
sent  Lieutenant  Bowen,  who  reports  a good  road  through  the  helds 
leading  into  it  a mile  forward.  The  bridge  at  Skiff  Creek  is  partially 
burned,  but  was  extinguished  by  Lieutenant  Custer,  who  burned  his 
hands  in  doing  it.  The  enemy  retreated  on  that  road,  and  it  is  reported 
they  have  two  pieces  of  artillery  three-quarters  of  a mile  beyond  the 
bridge.  1 can  turn  the  head  of  the  creek  and  the  artillery  and  come 
into  that  road  to  Williamsburg  3 miles  from  here.  I don’t  think  the 
report  about  the  infantry  this  morning  was  correct.  I think  we  have- 
only  met  the  cavalry  rear  guard.  The  report,  however,  came  from 
Captain  Chambliss.  Lieutenant  Custer  exchanged  shots  with  the  cav- 
alry at  the  bridge.  Eegiments  camped  here  last  night,  and  the  rebels 
have  been  making  such  changes  in  the  brigades  as  to  show  that  the 
Southern  troops  are  getting  anxious  to  get  back  to  their  homes.  I 
await  orders  miles  beyond  here. 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brigadier- Oeneral. 

P.  S. — Our  road  through  the  fort  was  lined  with  torpedoes,  but  hap- 
pily none  went  off’.  There  is  a heavy  black  smoke  to  our  left.  We 
have  taken  4 deserters  and  1 prisoner,  besides  provisions,  arms,  and 
stores  of  various  kinds  of  no  account. 

As  I don’t  know  which  road  jmu  may  wish  me  to  take  from  here,  1 
had  better  probably  await  orders  here  in  place  of  going  on  to  avoid  the. 
bad  place  in  front  of  us. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  5,  1862. 

General  Fitz  John  Porter: 

General  Van  Alen  has  been  notified  that  you  are  in  charge  of  affairs 
at  Yorktown  and  its  vicinity. 
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I have  just  received  information  from  General  McClellan.  Every- 
thing was  quiet  when  the  messenger  left.  He  says  if  the  regulars 
have  not  broken  up  their  camp,  and  the  other  troops  which  have  been 
placed  under  your  command  to-night,  that  all  but  one  brigade  might 
remain  in  the  camps,  but  if  they  had  broken  up  their  camps  and  taken 
position  in  front  of  Yorktown  they  had  better  remain. 

R.  B.  MAEOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Winfield  Scott,  May  5,  1862. 

Col.  R.  INOALLS,  Yorlvtown: 

vSend  immediately  to  General  Sedgwick  and  General  Richardson  the 
following : 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Winfield  Scott,  May  5,  1862. 
General  I.  B.  Richardson,  General  John  Sedgwick: 

Move  immediately  with  your  divisions  toward  Williamsburg,  and  continue  march- 
ing until  you  reach  the  front,  or  receive  further  orders.  Take  two  days’  rations  ia 
the  haversacks  of  the  troops. 

Move  rapidly,  the  wagons  to  follow. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Acknowledge  receipt  of  this  message,  and  telegraph  report  of  receipt 
of  their  messages  by  Generals  Sedgwick  and  Richardson. 

R.  B.  MARCY. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  5,  1862. 

General  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General:  Colonel  Colburn’s  two  disfiatches  just  received  and  all 
the  orders  issued,  viz:  Sedgwick’s  and  Richardson’s  divisions  to  move 
at  once  toward  Williamsburg  until  ordered  to  stop.  General  Porter 
(F.  J.)  to  hold  his  division.  Hunt’s  Artillery  Reserve,  the  regulars,  and 
Rush’s  and  Gregg’s  cavalry  in  front  of  Yorktown. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — 1 have  ordered  General  Franklin  not  to  move  up  the  river  till 
further  orders.  Is  this  right? 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

May  5,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

1 sent  by  mail  a copy  of  Colonel  Ingalls’  dispatch  to  me  about  trans- 
ports. The  only  additional  information  I have  been  able  to  obtain  is 
the  following  extract  from  a message  from  General  Marcy: 


lu  the  absence  of  General  McClellan  at  the  front  I have  to  inform  you  that  the  gon- 
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eral  has  ordered  all  the  available  trausports  to  carry  troops  to  West  Point,  and  a part 
of  them  have  started  from  Cbeeseman’s  Creek.  Your  dispatch  will  he  laid  before  the 
general  this  evening.  I have  not  yet  received  anything  further  from  headquarters. 
To-morrow  I can  have,  subject  to  your  order,  the  following  vessels,  which  can  be 
unloaded  here,  viz;  Steatuers  Robert  Morris,  New  Haven,  New  York,  and  City  of 
Richmond,  which,  with  the  Ocean  Queen,  would  transport  3,500  troops.  Six  schooners 
will  also  be  unloaded,  which  could  be  towed  by  these  steamers. 


If  I receive  any  further  information  from  General  McClellan  during^ 
the  night  I will  communicate  it. 

JOHN  TUCKER, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Williamshurg^  May  5,  1862 — 1.45  p.  m. 

(Received  May  6-— 6 p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Mr.  Tucker’s  telegram  relative  to  the  vessels  was  received  after  Frank- 
lin’s division  had  embarked  and  on  the  way  to  West  Point.  Another 
division  goes  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
support  the  first.  • This  movement  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  I 
will  release  the  vessels  just  as  soon  as  the  troops  are  landed.  Nothing 
new  except  what  I told  you  in  mv  last  dispatch. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Some  of  the  main  works  of  the  enemy  are  in  our  possession 
and  I am  pushing  troops  forward,  but  the  roads  are  horrible. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  5,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

Commanding  Third  Corps : 

General  : General  McClellan  directs  me  to  say  that  in  addition  to- 
the  instructions  sent  you  by  General  Sweitzer  that  some  troops  will  be 
kept  in  reserve  at  the  Half-way  House,  to  be  sent  to  you  if  necessary 
but  he  does  not  think  you  will  require  them,  and  he  will  i^robably  have 
use  for  them  at  other  points.  He  does  not  wish  to  have  you  attack  at 
daylight  unless  you  receive  orders  to  do  so. 

He  desires  you  to  open  communication  as  early  as  possible  between 
here  and  your  headquarters. 

It  is  probable  that  Hancock’s  success  this  afternoon  will  at  least 
check  the  enemy.  * 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,. 


General  Smith: 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  5,  1862. 


Ayres  and  Mott  have  been  ordered  to  join  you  at  once. 
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Brooks  is  ordered  to  be  with  you  by  daylight,  and  a staff  officer  dur- 
ng  the  night,  to  post  the  general  fully  about  the  condition  of  things. 

A.  Y.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bivouac  in  Field,  near  Williamsburg, 

May  5,  1862—9.40  p.  ra. 

jeneral  W.  B.  Franklin: 

General  ; I found  great  confusion  here,  but  all  is  now  right. 
Hancock  made  a magnificent  charge,  taking  150  prisoners — killing  as^ 
nany  more.  I now  feel  safe. 

Have  ordered  Sedgwick  to  fall  back  at  daylight  to  Yorktown,  there 
;o  embark  under  your  orders. 

Please  push  your  movement  as  rapidly  as  possible,  securing  the  land- 
ng  beyond  all  doubt,  and  being  cautious  though  bold  in  your  advance. 
S^eep  me  fully  informed.  I think  the  enemy  will  evacuate  during  the 
light ; if  not,  I can  probably  beat  him.  I will,  as  soon  as  matters  are 
leveloped  here,  push  up  PorteFs,  the  regulars,  and  other  divisions,  join- 
ng  you  myself  as  soon  as  I feel  safe  here. 

We  have  now  a tangent  hit.  I arrived  in  time. 

Ever,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLA^T, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written  it  is  ascertained  that  Joe  John- 
iton  is  in  command  in  front  beyond  a doubt. 

A.  Y.  COLBURN. 


Headquarters  Fort  Monroe, 

May  6,  1862.  (Received  12.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  desponding  tone  of  Major-General  McClellan’s  dispatch  of  last 
i evening  more  than  surprises  me.  He  says  his  entire  force  is  undoubt- 
iidly  considerably  inferior  to  that  of  the  rebels.  If  such  is  the  fact  I 
tin  still  more  surprised  that  they  should  have  abandoned  Yorktown. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

May  6,  1862. 

General  George  B.  McClellan,  Williumsburg  : 

No  order  has  been  given  to  deprive  you  of  any  transportation, 
'leither  has  it  been  contemplated  to  deprive  you  of  any,  but  only  to 
‘.mploy  any  surplus  not  required  for  your  use. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington.)  May  6,  1862. 

ffajor-General  McClellan,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  YorJctown,  Va.  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  letters^ 
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from  the  Surgeon-General  in  relation  to  the  care  and  transportation  of 
the  sick  at  Yorktown.  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  arrange- 
ments therein  proposed  may  be  carried  into  effect. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Inclosure.] 

Surgeon-General’s  Office, 
Washington  City.,  April  25,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  S.  Army  : 

General  : I inclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  care  and  transportation  of  the 
wounded  at  Yorktown,  &c. 

The  arrangements  there  proposed  have  been  approved  by  the. Secre- 
tary, and  I have  therefore  to  request  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be 
given  to  the  generals  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the 
Department  of  Virginia  to  detach  1,000  of  the  wounded  to  be  trans- 
ported to  New  York. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  0.  WOOD, 

Acting  Surgeon- General. 

[Subinclosure.] 

Surgeon-General’s  Office, 

Washington  Gity^  April  18,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  yes- 
terday, and  have  to  state  that  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  co-operate 
cordially  with  the  Sanitary  Commission  in  devising  and  executing  an 
efficient  plan  of  operations  for  the  care  and  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
of  the  army  before  Yorktown. 

There  is  a concurrence  of  views  between  Dr.  Van  Buren  and  myself. 

It  is  proposed  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  a i 
stewmboat  of  requisite  accommodations,  to  be  furnished  with  all  the  | 
necessary  conveniences,  and  to  place  on  her  such  comforts,  bedding,  ! 
&c.,  as  the  commission  may  have  available  j all  deficiencies  to  be  sup-  I 
])lied  by  the  Medical  Bureau.  The  steamboat  to  proceed  to  Fort  Mon-  ' 
roe  and  await  events. 

Other  steamboats  should  also  be  held  at  Old  Point  Comfort  for  the 
reception  and  transportation  of  2,500  wounded  men.  Accommodations 
for  the  immecjiate  reception  of  3,000  wounded  men  have  been  made, 
and  the  hospitals  reported  ready.  The  medical  director.  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  has  been  directed  by  telegraph  to  send  the  wounded  to  the 
following  points,  to  avoid  a retransfer  : 


Wasbingtou 1,500 

Georgetown 400 

Alexandria 400 

Baltimore 700 

Total 3, 000 


In  addition  to  this,  accommodations  are  prepared  for  600  at  Phila-  i 
delphia,  400  at  Annapolis. 
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I would  recommend  that  instructions  be  given  to  send  1,000  of  the 
sick  and  wounded,  to  be  selected  with  reference  to  their  condition,  to 
the  city  of  New  York. 

This  gives  accommodations  for  5,000  men,  to  be  modified  by  the  event 
of  battle  and  other  circumstances. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  I have  to  state  that  the  medical  director 
at  Fort  Monroe  has  been  directed  to  vacate  his  hospitals  in  the  event 
of  battle  and  receive  all  the  badly  wounded  who  would  be  injured  by 
transportation. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

E.  C.  WOOD, 

Acting  Surgeon-  General. 


Fort  Monroe, 

Tuesday  Evening^  May  6,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

The  President,  with  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  reached  here  a few 
minutes  ago,  having  left  Washington  last  evening,  and  we  are  rejoiced 
to  learn  the  success  of  your  recent  operations.  I find  here  a copy  of 
your  dispatch  of  this  day’s  date,  and  in  answer  to  inquiry  state  that 
you  are  authorized  to  inscribe  the  names  of  battles  upon  regimental 
banners  at  your  discretion.  We  shall  remain  here  a day  or  two,  and 
will  be  glad  to  confer  with  you  to-morrow  and  render  you  any  assistance. 

EDWIN  M:.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters^  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  6,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Commanding  Fourth  Corps : 

General  McClellan  directs  that  you  order  a brigade  to  inarch  at  11 
o’clock  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  proceed  to  the  point  marked  A on  the 
inclosed  map.*  Four  companies  of  cavalry  will  be  ordered  to  go  over 
the  road  marked  B C,  there  to  examine  Barrett’s  Ferry  and  the  crossing 
D over  the  Chickahominy,  returning  before  night  to  the  point  A. 

The  brigade  will  probably  remain  at  the  point  A for  two  or  tliree 
days. 

Please  arrange  for  supplying  them  with  rations  accordingly. 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  6,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

General  McClellan  directs  that  you  return  with  your  headquarters  to 
the  vicinity  of  Yorktown.  You  will  order  General  Eichardson  to  return 

^Not  found. 
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to  camp  near  that  place  and  prepare  to  embark.  Further  orders  will 
be  given  you  before  the  embarkation  of  your  headquarters  and  Eich- 
ardson^s  division  takes  place. 

Sedgwick  has  been  put  on  special  service,  soon  to  ioin  you. 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- Qener ah 


From  McClellands.  (Eeceived  May  6,  1862.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Washington : 

Sir;  McDowell  and  Banks  should  advance  promptly  on  Eichmond 
to  make  diversion  in  favor  of  the  advance  of  this  army,  now  energetic- 
ally pursuing  the  enemy. 

The  Galena  and  a few  gunboats  should  pass  up  the  James  Elver  to 
prevent  tne  enemy  from  embarking  from  their  position  near  Williams- 
burg. They  now  have  ten  steamboats  transporting  their  retiring  forces. 
The  enemy  fight  well. 

WM.  SPEAGUE. 


Williamsburg,  May  7, 1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  received.  I have  sent  out  a strong  ad- 
vance guard  this  morning  to  endeavor  to  make  its  way  over  the  bad 
roads  and  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Until  the  roads  im- 
prove both  in  front  and  rear  no  large  body  of  troops  can  be  moved.  I 
dare  not  leave  my  command  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  so  that  it  is 
really  impossible  for  me  to  go  to  the  rear  to  meet  the  President  and 
yourself.  I sent  cavalry  to  Jamestown  yesterday,  who  found  the  bat- 
tery abandoned,  magazine  burned  up,  gun-carriages  burned,  guns  still 
there.  I am  satisfied  that  we  have  one  or  more  desperate  battles  to 
fight  before  we  gain  possession  of  Eichmond,  and  that  we  shall  need 
to  employ  aU  our  skill,  caution,  and  means  to  gain  our  ends.  We  will 
probably  have  to  meet  their  concentrated  forces.  I have  seen  as  yet 
no  demonstration  of  Union  feeling  worth  mentioning. 

If  it  is  a possible  thing  for  the  Galena  and  other  gunboats  to  move 
up  James  Eiver  we  would  be  materially  assisted.  I learn  that  one  of 
the  enemyDs  principal  gunboats  is  at  Norfolk ; the  other  in  Eichmond.  I 
allude  to  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown.  It  is  stated  that  the  country 
is  destitute  of  persons  and  the  necessities  of  life.  1 would  invite  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  Treasury  to  the  subject  of  opening  trade. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

May  7,  1862. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  : 

Sir:  Major-General  McClellan  telegraphs  that  he  has  ascertained  by 
a reconnaissance  that  the  battery  at  Jamestown  has  been  abandoned^ 
and  he  again  requests  that  gunboats  may  be  sent  up  the  James  Eiver. 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


147 


If  you  have  tolerable  confidence  that  you  can  successfully  contend 
with  the  Merriniac  without  the  help  of  the  Galena  and  two  accompany- 
ing gunboats,  send  the  Galena  and  two  gunboats  up  the  James  Eiver  at 
once.  Please  report  your  action  on  this  to  me  at  once.  I shall  be 
found  either  at  General  Wool’s  headquarters  or  on  board  the  Miami. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  LIKOOLIST. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

May  7,  1862 — midnight. 


Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan: 

Your  dispatch  received,  and  I am  rejoiced  at  the  success  of  your  oper- 
ations. An  expedition  under  command  of  Captain  Rodgers  will,  under 
express  orders,  be  sent  up  the  James  Eiver  to-night,  consisting  of  the 
Galena  and  two  gunboats,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  you. 
They  start  as  soon  as  pilots  can  be  found.  Is  there  anything  else  you 
want? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 


Fort  Monroe,  May  7,  1862. 


We  have  had  no  news  of  any  operations  of  the  army  beyond  Williams- 
burg to-day,  and  no  details  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  late  engage- 
ment. You  may  telegraph  McDowell  to  get  his  force  well  in  hand  for 
movement,  and  push  on  his  bridges  to  as  rapid  completion  as  possible. 
It  is  not  yet  perfectly  clear  what  the  movement  of  the  force  lately  in 
Yorktown  will  be. 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  7,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Stoneman: 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  parties  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  are  in 
the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  main  road  to  Bigler’s  Mill ; they  yester- 
day took  2 or  3 of  our  men  prisoners. 

Please  watch  your  right  flank  carefully. 

General  Keim  will  be  ordered  to  send  some  infantry  and  cavalry  from 
the  point  A toward  the  right  to  break  up  that  position  and  endeavor  to 
catch  them.  Troopers  will  be  sent  out  from  this  vicinity  for  the  same 
purpose. 

[A.  Y.  COLBURN,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P.  S. — It  is  too  late  now  for  General  Keim  to  make  that  movement 
bo-day.  Cavalry  will  be  sent  out  from  here  on  the  road  to  Bigler’s  Mill. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  Winfield  Scott,  May  7,  1862. 

Col.  Heo.  a.  H.  Blake, 

Commanding  Brigade  of  Cavalry : 

Colonel  : The  commauding  general  directs  that  you  send  immedi- 
ately a squadron  of  cavalry,  under  an  efficient  and  prudent  officer,  to 
Mulberry  Point,  on  the  James  Eiver  side,  and  such  other  points  on 
Mulberry  Island  as  were  occupied  by  the  enemy,  to  ascertain  the 
nature  of  the  works  and  operations  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  It 
will  be  ascertained  if  guns  or  other  property  were  abandoned  by  the 
enemy. 

It  is  desired  that  you  procure  a guide  in  Yorktown  to  accompany  the 
troops,  if  possible. 

A map  is  sent  you  containing  all  the  information  in  possession  of  the 
topographical  bureau  at  these  headquarters  with  regard  to  the  region 
in  question. 

The  duty  involved  will  require  circumspection  on  the  part  of  the 
officer  to  guard  against  any  surprise,  and  is  to  be  executed  with  expe- 
dition and  dispatch. 

On  his  return  the  officer  will  make  a detailed  report  of  his  expedition. 
I am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Y.  COLBUEIs^, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


May  7 [?],  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Headquarters  near  Williamsburg : 

Commander  Eodgers,  with  three  gunboats,  started  this  morning  up 
the  James  Eiver.  If  you  can  aid  them  any  way  with  supplies,  in  case 
they  run  short,  it  may  be  well  to  be  in  condition  to  do  so.  A rebel  tug- 
boat from  Norfolk  came  over  and  surrendered  to  us  this  morning.  They 
report  that  for  three  days  Norfolk  is  being  evacuated,  the  navy-yard 
being  dismantled,  the  troops  going  some  to  Eichmond  and  others  north 
to  join  Jackson.  The  Yorktown,  Jamestoiyu,  and  two  other  rebel  gun- 
boats are  up  the  James  Eiver,  and  the  Merrimac  will  probably  try  to 
get  up  to-day. 

An  attack  on  Sewell’s  Point  batteries  will  be  made  to-day  by  Com- 
modore Goldsborough  and  General  Wool. 

Eeport  anything  you  need.  The  deserters  say  there  is  great  con- 
steruatiou  in  Eichmond  and  Norfolk.  The  machinery  of  the  navy-yard, 
and  all  the  cotton,  tobacco,  and  oi!  are  being  shipped  to  Weldon  and 
Kaleigli. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Potomac, 

Williamsburg,  May  7,  1862. 

JJoij.  E,  M.  Stanton, 

Sfecretary  of  War : 

Frankliin'’s  and  Sedgwick’s  divisions  are  near  West  Point,  landed^ 
a.nd  as  I am  informed  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  most  of  the 
<lay,  with  good  apparent  results.  I am  pusliing  up  re-enforcements  to 
liim  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I sent  out  Stoneman  this  morning  with 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  to  reconnoiter  the  country  along  the 
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Lower  Chickahominy  5 they  have  not  yet  returned.  I have  had  a large 
force  repairing  roads  so  that  I can  pass  artillery  over  them.  My  own 
movements  to-morrow  will  depend  upon  Stoneman^s  report  to-night.  I 
regret  that  my  presence  with  the  army  at  this  particular  time  is  of  such 
vast  importance  that  I cannot  leave  to  confer  with  the  President  and 
yourself,  but  I dare  not  leave  for  one  hour.  The  enemy  were  badly 
whipped,  but  will  probably  fight  again.  Our  men  behaved  nobly  and 
are  in  excellent  heart  and  spirits. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAlS", 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  7,  1862. 

General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster -General : 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  our  supplies  afloat,  and  land  them 
only  as  thej^  are  wanted,  until  our  base  of  operations  is  fixed  at  West 
Point  or  above.  Our  depot  was  at  first  at  Old  Point,  then  at  Cheese- 
man^s  Creek,  and  now  at  Yorktown.  Franklin’s  and’  Sedgwick’s  divis- 
ions have  just  landed  near  West  Point,  and  are  now  fighting  under  the 
;guns  of  the  gunboats.  Porter’s  division  is  rapidly  embarking  to  re-en- 
iforce  them,  and  will  be  ofi:'  to-night.  These  frequent  embarkations  of 
large  masses  of  troops,  which  1 anticipated,  has  compelled  me  to  retain 
jthe  water  transportation.  I can  dispense  with  a large  portion  of  it  as 
jsoon  as  our  final  base  of  operations  is  fixed.  I have  about  4,000  sick 
jaud  wounded  to  send  off*.  The  vessels  taken  away  and  sent  up  the 
I Rappahannock  have  embarrassed  me.  The  Ocean  Queen  will  be  dis- 
ipatched  as  you  direct. 


STEWART  YAK  VLIET, 

Quartermaster^ 


En  Route,  May  7,  1862—12.30  o’clock, 

i Captain  Suydam, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

Sir  : Started  at  11  a.  m.  There  is  a space  of  I4  wide — about  1^;  on  the 
iright  side  there  is  grain  and  good  pasturage;  on  the  left  hand  a plov/ed 
field.  One  heavy  gun  found.  At  the  commencement  of  it  it  is  bad, 
improves,  and  then  alternates  between  good  and  bad.  One  half  mile  of 
wood  on  both  sides.  Two  heavy  guns  found.  Road  bad ; two  wagons  left 
in  road.  From  this  point  a contraband  said  they  marched  rapidly.  The 
Second  Rhode  Island  and  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
ahead  about  one  hour.  Another  large  gun,  42-pounder,  found  3^  miles. 
Firing  heard  distinctly  ahead  a little  to  the  left. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

WM.  H.  KEIM, 

Brigadier- Genera  L 

Memorandum. 

The  above  is  just  received  from  Brigadier-General  Keim.  The  or- 
derly waits.  Has  General  McClellan  any  orders  concerning  matters  in 
front  to  send  to  General  Keim^ 

Respectfully, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding  Fourth  Corps, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Potomac, 

McClellands^  May  8,  1862. 
M.  S.  Latham  and  H.  M.  Pice,  Monroe: 

On  Monday,  at  5 p.  m..  General  McClellan  arrived  on  the  ground. 
When  he  came  oiir  left  had  been  turned  j Hooker  driven  back,  badly 
cut  up,  and  a concentration  of  heavy  force  was  made  to  cut  off  Han- 
cock, who  had  turned  the  enemy^s  left  at  1 p.  m.,  and  who,  although  he 
had  begged  for  re-enforcements  the  entire  daj^,  got  none.  The  first 
order  given  by  General  McClellan  was  to  send  sufficient  force  to  Han- 
cock, which  saved  us  from  sad  disaster.  General  McClellan  had 
ordered  a reconnaissance,  and  never  dreamed  that  Sumner,  Heintzel- 
man,  and  Keyes  would  bring  on  a fight.  For  God’s  sake  make  no  major- 
generals  without  knowing  the  truth.  There  was  more  stupidity  ex- 
pended on  that  day  and  more  sacrifice  of  life  than  many  would  want  to 
hear  of.  Our  men  behaved  well. 

Yours, 

KAGLEE. 


Camp,  Nineteen  Miles  from  Williamsburg, 

May  8,  1862 — 3 a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  have  possession  of  New  Kent  Court-House,  Cumberland,  and 
White  House.  My  troops  are  closing  well  up  to-day  and  drawing  sup- 
plies from  Eltham.  Eeconnaissances  are  being  pushed.  One  of  our 
parties  of  cavalry  was  within  6 miles  of  Bottom’s  Bridge  yesterday.  I 
am  very  glad  to  hear  that  we  have  Norfolk.  Nothing  from  Galena,  ex- 
cept that  she  is  again  afloat  and  has  gone  up  the  river. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters, 
WilUamshurg,  May  8,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Your  two  telegrams  received.  I have  sent  cavalry  to  Jamestown  to 
endeavor  to  communicate  with  Eodgers.  General  Stc^neman  is  some' 14 
or  15  miles  in  advance,  and  may  be  able  to  communicate  with  Franklin 
to-night.  I shall  start  Smith’s  division  this  afternoon,  and  I hope  three 
others  to-morrow  morning.  The  difficulties  arising  from  the  roads  are 
very  great,  but  I will  manage  to  surmount  them.  If  I can  effect  the 
junction  with  Franklin  I shall  consider  our  next  step  gained.  It  is  a 
delicate  matter,  but  it  can  be  done.  I think  that  the  time  has  arrived 
to  bring  all  the  troops  in  Eastern  Virginia  into  perfect  co-operation.  I 
expect  to  fight  another  and  very  severe  battle  before  reaching  Eich- 
mond  and  with  all  the  troops  the  Confederates  can  bring  together,  and 
therefore  should  have  all  the  re-enforcements  that  can  be  given  me. 

It  is  of  course  possible  that  the  enemy  may  abandon  Eichmond  with- 
out a battle,  but  we  have  no  right  to  take  that  for  granted.  All  the 
troops  on  the  Eappahannock,  and  if  ]iossible  those  on  the  Shenandoah, 
should  take  pavt  in  the  approaching  battle.  We  ought  immediately  to 
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concentrate  everything  and  not  run  the  risk  of  engaging  a desperate 
enemy  with  inferior  force.  All  minor  considerations  should  be  thrown 
to  one  side  and  all  our  energies  and  means  directed  toward  the  defeat 
of  Johnston’s  army  in  front  of  Richmond. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Williamsburg.  (Received  May  8,  1862.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

We.  have  absolutely  no  information  in  detail  of  the  country  in  our 
front  and  are  obliged  to  grope  our  way.  I would  respectfully  and  ear- 
nestly urge  that  the  Chief  of  Topographical  Engineers  be  directed  to 
lend  ine  eight  or  ten  officers  junior  to  General  Humphreys  to  move 
with  this  army  until  we  have  reached  Richmond.  Such  a detail  would 
save  us  many  days  in  time  and  many  lives.  I cannot  urge  it  too 
strongly. 

All  goes  well. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-  General. 


Williamsburg.  (Received  May  8, 1862.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  just  received  intelligence  that  our  advance  guard  is  in  com- 
munication with  General  Franklin’s  command.  The  inhabitants  report 
the  force  in  front  of  General  Franklin  as  being  from  80,000  to  120,000 
strong.  They  are  in  full  retreat  on  the  line  of  the  Ohickahominy,  where 
it  is  said  that  they  intend  to  make  a stand.  Franklin’s  division  con- 
ducted itself  most  gallantly.  I move  with  my  command  to-morrow. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-General. 


Williamsburg.  (Received  May  8, 1862 — 11.15  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I sent  a party  of  cavalry  to  Jamestown  to-day  at  12  o’clock.  They 
remained  until  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  sunset.  The  officer  re- 
ports that  three  side-wheel  steamers  passed  up  the  river.  He  was  in- 
formed by  persons  there  that  they  were  the  Yorktown,  Patrick  Henry, 
and  some  other  they  did  not  know.  Another  party  on  proceeding  some 
; distance  down  the  river  saw  the  three  steamers  as  they  passed  close  in- 
shore, and  each  bore  the  Confederate  flag.  I have  heard  nothing  of 
Captain  Rodgers.  Can  you  give  me  any  information  as  to  his  move- 
ments ? When  did  he  leave  Fort  Monroe  ? 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Williamsburg^  May  8,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Stoneman, 

Chief  of  Cavalry : 

General  Franklin  was  yesterday  attacked  by  the  enemy.  He  repidsed 
them  handsomely,  holding  his  original  position  at  all  and  advanced 
positions  at  some  points.  He  was  unable  to  follow  up  his  success  for 
want  of  transportation. 

Sedgwick’s  infantry  has  landed,  and  transportation  and  forage  are 
going  up  rapidly. 

In  attempting  to  communicate  with  General  Franklin  you  must  be 
exceedingly  cautious. 

The  four  newspaper  reporters  taken  yesterday  will  be  turned  over  to 
the  provost-marshal-general,  who  will  keep  them  in  close  custody  until 
further  orders. 

What  was  the  strength  of  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  you  saw  yesterday 
and  what  became  of  it  ? 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Williamsburg, 
Thursday,  May  8,  1862 — 6 p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  Top.  TJng^r,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Williamsburg,  Va. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  to-day  executed 
your  instructions,  directing  me  to  state  “ Avhether  it  was  practicable  to 
communicate  from  General  Sumner’s  headquarters  to  the  main  left-hand 
road,  where  General  Heintzelraan  and  General  Hooker  passed  a portion 
of  last  Monday  night.” 

I crossed  from  Whitaker’s  house,  then  General  Sumner’s  headquarters, 
to  the  left-hand  road ; about  one-third  of  the  distance  is  open  country, 
and  tolerably  level;  the  remaining  two-thirds  is  rather  densely  wooded, 
surface  more  undulating;  infantry  and  cavalry  can  now  cross  it  without 
difficulty.  The  whole  distance  is  miles.  Course  from  Whitaker’s  by 
compass  is  southwest.  This  brought  me  about  300  yards  from  the  edge 
of  the  woods.  Capt.  McKeever,  assistant  adjutant-general  on  General 
Heintzelman’s  staff,  informs  me  that  General  Heintzelman  bivouacked 
that  night  20  to  30  yards  from  edge  of  woods. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  on  Monday  night  the  communication  across 
was  undoubtedly  more  difficult  than  it  is  now,  as  we  have  since  then 
had  three  clear  days,  but  that  it  could  have  been  effected  at  that  time 
is  the  opinion  of  your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  PALMER, 

Major  Topographical  Engineers,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.,  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Hdqrs.  Camp  of  the  Advance  Guard, 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  May  8,  1862. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  advance  guard,  con- 
sisting of  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Maj.  L.  Williams  commanding,  was 
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pushed  on  to-day  as  far  as  Kent  Court-House,  29  miles  from  Eichmond> 
We  have  taken  a large  number  of  prisoners,  all  of  whom  have  been 
given  passes  to  go  back  to  Williamsburg,  not  wishing  to  be  encumbered 
by  taking  them  along. 

The  advance  will  be  made  to  Kent  Court-House  to-morrow  morning, 
from  which  point  reconnoitering  parties  will  be  pushed  in  advance  and 
on  our  left. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  STOKEMAK, 

Brigadier-General^  Chief  of  Cavalry^  Comdg.  Advance  Guard. 


P 


Fort  Monroe,  May  8,  1862—11  a.  m. 


. IT.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 


An  attack  on  SewelFs  Point  will  be  made  to-day.  Commander 
Eodgers  with  three  gunboats  moved  this  morning  up  the  James  Eiver 
toward  Eichmond.  We  shall  advance  directly  on  Korfolk.  Cannon- 
ading up  the  James  Eiver  can  be  distinctly  heard  at  this  moment,  sup- 
posed to  be  our  gunboats  attacking  the  Yorktown  and  Jamestown,  that 
went  up  two  nights  ago.  Eeport  says  that  all  the  tobacco,  oil,  and  cot- 
ton are  being  removed  from  Korfolk.  Things  are  moving  now. 

EDWIK  M.  STANTOK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  May  8,  1862—2  p.  m. 

P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 


The  President  is  at  this  moment  (2  o’clock  p.  m.)  at  Fort  Wool,  wit- 
nessing our  gunboats— three  of  them,  besides  the  Monitor  and  Stevens 
—shelling  the  rebel  batteries  on  Sewell’s  Point.  At  the  same  time 
heavy  firing  up  the  James  Eiver  indicates  that  Eodgers  and  Morris  are 
fighting  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown  up  the  James  Eiver.  The  boom 
of  heavy  cannonading  strikes  the  ear  every  minute.  The  Sawyer  gun 
in  Fort  Wool  has  silenced  one  battery  on  Sewell’s  Point.  The  James 
rifle  mounted  on  Fort  Wool  also  does  good  work.  It  was  a beautiful 
sight  to  witness  the  boats  moving  on  to  Sewell’s  Point,  and  one  after 
another  opening  fire  and  blazing  away  every  minute.  The  troops  will 
be  ready  in  an  hour  to  move.  The  ships  engaged  are  the  Hacotah,  the 
Savannah,  the  San  Jacinto,  the  Monitor,  and  the  Stevens.  The  Merri- 
mac  has  not  made  her  appearance,  but  is  expected  in  the  field  every 
minute.  A rebel  tug  came  over  this  morning,  and  the  deserters  said 
the  Merrimac  was  at  Norfolk  when  they  left. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 


W ILLIAMSBURG, 

(Eeceived  May  9,  1862,  12.19  a.  m.) 


I respectfully  ask  permission  to  rqprganize  the  army  corps.  I am 
not  willing  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  present  arrangement,  expert- 
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^ence  having  proved  it  to  be  very  bad,  and  it  having  very  nearly  re- 
sulted in  a most  disastrous  defeat.  1 wish  either  to  return  to  the 
organization  by  division  or  else  be  authorized  to  relieve  incompetent 
commanders  of  army  corps.  Had  I been  one-half  hour  later  on  the  field 
on  the  5th  we  would  have  been  routed  and  would^  have  lost  everything. 
Notwithstanding  my  positive  orders  I was  informed  of  nothing  that 
had  occurred,  and  I went  to  the  field  of  battle  myself  upon  unofficial 
information  that  my  presence  was  needed  to  avoid  defeat.  I found 
there  the  utmost  confusion  and  incomj)etency,  the  utmost  discourage- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  men.  At  least  a thousand  lives  were  really 
sacrificed  by  the  organization  into  corj^s. 

I have  too  much  regard  for  the  lives  of  my  comrades  and  too  deep 
an  interest  in  the  success  of  our  cause  to  hesitate  for  a moment.  I 
learn  that  you  are  equally  in  earnest,  and  I therefore  again  request  full 
and  complete  authority  to  relieve  from  duty  with  this  army  commanders 
•of  corps  or  divisions  who  prove  themselves  incompetent.  ‘ 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

May  9,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

The  President  is  unwilling  to  have  the  army  corps  organization 
broken  up,  but  also  unwilling  that  the  commanding  general  shall  be 
trammeled  and  embarrassed  in  actual  skirmishing,  collision  with  the 
enemy,  and  on  the  eve  of  an  expected  great  battle.  You,  therefore, 
may  temporarily  suspend  that  organization  in  the  army  now  under  your 
immediate  command,  and  adopt  any  you  see  fit  until  further  order.  He 
also  writes  you  privately. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

May  9,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

My  Dear  Sir  : I have  just  assisted  the  Secretary  of  War  in  framing 
the  part  of  a dispatch  to  you  relating  to  army  corps,  which  dispatch 
of  course  will  have  reached  you  long  before  this  will. 

I wish  to  say  a few  words  to  you  privately  on  this  subject.  I ordered 
the  army  corps  organization  not  only  on  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
twelve  generals  whom  you  had  selected  and  assigned  as  generals  of 
divisions,  but  also  on  the  unanimous  opinion  of  every  military  man  I 
could  get  an  opinion  from,  and  every  modern  military  book,  yourself 
only  excepted.  Of  course  I did  not  on  my  own  judgment  pretend  to 
understand  the  subject.  I now  think  it  indispensable  for  you  to  know 
how  your  struggle  against  it  is  received  in  quarters  which  we  cannot 
entirely  disregard.  It  is  looked  upon  as  merely  an  efibrt  to  pamper 
■one  or  two  pets  and  to  persecute  and  degrade  their  supposed  rivals. 
I have  had  no  word  from  Sumner,  Heintzelman,  or  Keyes.  The  com- 
manders of  these  corps  are  of  coifrse  the  three  highest  officers  with  you, 
but  I am  constantly  told  that  you  have  no  consultation  or  communica- 
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tion  with  them ; that  yon  consult  and  communicate  with  nobody  but 
General  Fitz  John  Porter  and  perhaps  General  Franklin.  I do  not 
say  these  complaints  are  true  or  just,  but  at  all  events  it  is  proper 
you  should  know  of  their  existence.  Do  the  commanders  of  corps 
disobey  your  orders  in  anything? 

When  you  relieved  General  Hamilton  of  his  command  the  other  day 
you  thereby  lost  the  confidence  of  at  least  one  of  your  best  friends  in 
the  Senate.  And  here  let  me  say,  not  as  applicable  to  you  person- 
all3 , that  Senators  and  Pepresentatives  speak  of  me  in  their  places  as 
they  please  without  question,  and  that  officers  of  the  Army  must  cease 
addressing  insulting  letters  to  them  for  taking  no  greater  libertv  with 
them. 

But  to  return : Are  you  strong  enough— are  you  strong  enough,  even 
with  my  help— to  set  your  foot  upon  the  necks  of  Sumner,  Heintzel- 
man,  and  Keyes  all  at  once?  This  is  a practical  and  very  serious 
question  for  you. 

The  success  of  your  army  and  the  cause  of  the  country  are  the  same, 
and  of  course  I only  desire  the  good  of  the  cause.. 

Yours,  truly. 


A.  LIKCOLK. 


U.  S.  Flad-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ^ Fa.,  May  9,  1862. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

^ Sir  : Agreeably  to  a communication*  just  received  from  the  Hon. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  instructions  I 
gave  yesterday  to  the  officers  commanding  the  several  vessels  detailed 
to  open  fire  upon  Sewell’s  Point  were  that  the  object  of  the  move  was 
to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  landing  a body  of  troops  thereabouts 
and  to  reduce  the  works  if  it  could  be  done : that  the  wooden  vessels 
should  attack  the  principal  work  in  enfilade,' and  that  the  Monitor  to 
be  accompanied  by  the  Stevens,  should  go  up  as  far  as  the  wrecks 
and  there  operate  in  front.  On  the  Merri mac’s  appearance  outside  of 
the  wrecks,  the  Monitor  had  orders  to  fall  back  into  fair  channel  way 
and  only  to  engage  her  seriously  in  such  a position  that  this  ship,  to- 
gether with  the  merchant  vessels  intended  for  the  purpose,  could  run 
her  down.  If  an  opportunity  presented  itself  the  other  vessels  were 
not  to  hesitate  to  run  her  down,  and  the  Baltimore,  an  unarmed  steamer 
of  light  draught,  high  speed,  and  with  a curved  bow,  was  kepfcin  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Monitor  expressly  to  throw  herself  across  the  Merrimac 
either  forward  or  aft  of  her  plated  house.  But  the  Merrimac  did  not 
cuigage  the  Monitor,  nor  did  she  place  herself  where  she  could  have 
been  assailed  by  our  ram  vessels  to  any  advantage,  or  where  there  was 
any  prospect  whatever  of  getting  at  her. 

My  instructions  were  necessarily  verbal,  and  in  giving  them  I sup- 
posed that  1 was  carrying  out  your  Avishes  in  substance,  if  not  to  the 
letter.  ’ 

The  demonstration  resulted  in  establishing  the  fact  that  the  number 
oi  guns  at  the  principal  work  on  Sewell’s  Point  has  been  essentially 
reduced,  and  is  not  greater  now  than  about  seA^enteen,  and  that  the 
number  of  men  now  stationed  there  is  comparatively  quite  limited. 

* Not  found. 
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The  quarters  connected  with  the  work  were  set  on  fire  by  our  shells, 
and  no  doubt  seriously  injured. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer y Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  9,  1862. 

General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

A djutant-  General^  Washington : 

General  McClellan  desires  that  the  Chief  of  the  Topographical  Bureau 
should  send  him  eight  or  ten  officers  junior  to  General  Humphreys,  to 
move  with  his  army  until  it  reaches  Eichmond. 

You  will  please  order  it  to  be  done,  if  it  can  be. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  W ar. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe^  Eh.,  May  9, 1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

The  Topographical  Engineers  will  be  sent,  if  they  are  to  be  had. 
Orders  have  been  given  to  that  effect.  Your  report  as  to  the  rebel 
steamers  up  the  James  Eiver  agrees  with  information  direct  from  Nor- 
folk. We  have  official  reports  from  Butler  and  Farragut  of  the  capture 
of  the  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip  and  the  occupation  of  New  Or- 
leans by  our  forces. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Galena, 

Off  Hog  Island^  James  Fiver May  9,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General:  The  Galena,  Aroostook,  and  Port  Eoyal  engaged  two 
batteries  yesterday,  each  of  about  ten  guns.  We  silenced  the  first  at 
Eock  Wharf,  and  finding  the  second  one,  at  Mother  Line’s  Bluff,  took 
too  many  shell,  the  Galena  laid  abeam  of  the  battery  as  close  as  the 
pilot  could  take  her,  so  as  to  disconcert  the  aim  of  the  rebels  while  the 
wooden  gunboats  ran  by,  which  they  did  successfully,  when  the  Galena 
also  went  up.  The  Yorktown  and  Jamestown,  lying  between  these  bat- 
teries, moved  up  the  river  as  we  approached  them. 

I hear  that  the  Galena  was  well  handled.  She  is  now  aground.  I 
hope  to  get  off  this  evening,  but  it  depends  upon  the  tide,  which  is  irreg- 
ular in  amount. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  EODGEES. 


Williamsburg,  May  9,  1862—12  m. 

War  Department: 

Heard  a few  minutes  ago  that  Galena  was  aground  off  Hog  Island. 
I judge  not  badl}^,  for  reason  that  Eodgers  does  not  throw  off  coal.  Have 
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sent  him  all  the  assistance  he  asks.  My  troops  are  in  motion  and  in 
magnificent  spirits.  They  have  all  the.  air  and  feelings  of  veterans.  It 
will  do  your  heart  good  to  see  them.  Have  effected  junction  with  Frank- 
lin. Instructions  have  been  given  so  that  the  Navy  will  receive  prompt 
support  whenever  and  wherever  required. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

May  9,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

The  last  reports  from  Commander  Eodgers  were  last  evening,  that 
he  had  passed  Day^s  Point  and  Harden’s  Bluff,  after  heavy  cannonad- 
ing at  both  places.  He  started  at  6 yesterday.  The  Merrimac  and 
Monitor  are  at  this  moment  approaching  each  other  (11  o’clock  a.  m.), 
and  will  probably  engage,  unless  the  Merrimac  falls  back  to  Sewell’s 
Point.  No  troops  were  landed  there  yesterday  on  account  of  her  pres- 
ence. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


WILLIAMSBURO,  May  9,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Dispatch  received.  Nothing  from  gunboats  since  my  last  dispatch. 
Is  there  anything  new  from  Sewell’s  Point,  Norfolk,  or  the  Merrimac  ? 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General.,  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  May  9,  1862. 

P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 

Merrimac  came  out  about  3 o’clock.  Our  squadron — Minnesota,  Van- 
derbilt, and  Arago — worked  slowly  down.  Merrimac  advanced  toward 
Monitor,  then  turned  around  and  went  behind  Sewell’s  Point,  where  our 
ships  cannot  reach  her.  She  remains  there  to  prevent  landing  of  troops. 
Nothing  else  new. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Burnt  Ordinary,  Ya.,  May  9,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Stoneman, 

Commanding  Advance  Guard : 

General  : It  is  apparent  from  the  orders  which  have  been  received 
from  you  to-day  that  you  were  not  aware  that  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry has  been  assigned  to  my  corps.  It  appearing  evident  to  me,  how- 
ever, that  you  are  in  great  need  of  the  services  of  that  regiment  I send 
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it  to  you,  retaining  only  one  company  to  act  as  messengers  for  the  corps. 
As  Major-General  McClellan  has  ordered  certain  dispositions  of  the  cav- 
alry, I trust  that  you  will,  if  possible,  order  the  regiment  to  rejoin  me 
without  delay.  I have  no  other  cavalry  with  me. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  , 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 


Orders  for  the  ) Hdqrs.  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

DAY.  1 Burnt  Ordinary.,  Fa.,  May  9,  18G2. 

Brigadier-General  Smith  will  picket  the  front  and  right  and  left 
flanks  as  far  to  the  rear  as  Mrs.  SlateFs  house. 

Brigadier-General  Conch  will  picket  the  right  and  left  flanks  from 
Mrs.  Slater’s  house  half  way  from  his  own  headquarters  to  those  of 
Brigadier-General  Casey,  being  particular  to  throw  pickets  well  out  on 
the  road  leading  toward  the  Chickahominy  Eiver.  His  pickets  will 
connect  with  those  from  General  Smith’s  command. 

Brigadier-General  Casey  will  picket  the  right  and  left  flanks  from  tho 
l)ickets  of  General  Couch  and  the  rear  as  far  back  as  the  headquarters 
of  General  Keim  last  night. 

Ko  countersign  having  been  furnished  from  Headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  no  person  will  be  allowed  to  cross  the  lines  on  the  front 
or  flanks,  but  messengers  coming  up  or  going  down  to  the  rear  will  be 
admitted  on  being  i)roperly  identified. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Keyes  : 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

' Burnt  Ordinary,  Fa.,  May  9,  1862 — 11.30  p.  m. 

Col.  A.  Y.  Colburn, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Sir  : In  reply  to  your  communication  in  regard  to  the  march  of  my 
command  to-day,  I have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding  the  Arm}"  of  the  Potomac,  that  the  order 
for  the  march  was  issued  in  accordance  with  instructions  received.  A 
copy  of  that  order  is  inclosed.  During  the  day,  under  verbal  instruc- 
tions from  the  same  source,  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Due  de  Chartres,. 
Generals  Couch  and  Casey  were  directed  to  push  forward  their  troops. 
A memorandum  to  that  eflect  was  sent  to  Major-General  McClellan  by 
my  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Jackson,  who  reported  that  he  had  shown 
it  to  the  commanding  general  in  person,  who  expressed  his  approval,, 
as  I am  informed  by  Lieutenant  Jackson.  I gave  no  order  for  General 
Couch’s  wagons  to  pass  General  Smitli’s  wagons,  and  I am  at  a loss  to- 
know  how  the  mistake  occurred  which  has  brought  me  under  the  im- 
putation of  having  disobeyed  the  orders  of  my  commanding  general.  I 
will  endeavor  to  ascertain  if  by  any  mistake  General  Couch  received 
such  an  order,  as  I am  entirely  ignorant  that  any  such  order  was  given. 

As  I deem  that  my  official  character  is  very  gravely  assailed,  I beg 
that  the  commanding  general  will  do  me  the  favor  to  put  me  in  posses- 
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Sion  of  the  information  which  induced  him  to  believe  that  I was  guilty 
of  the  crime  of  disobedience  of  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 

The  follo\nng  is  the  copy  of  the  memorandum  referred  to,  and  con- 
stituted, with  the  first  order  for  the  march,  the  only  directions  in  regard 
to  the  movements  of  the  troops  or  wagons  which  were  issued  by  me: 


Generals  CouCH  and  Casky  : 


Memorandum. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  May  9,  1862—11.20  a.  m. 


You  will  press  on  the  troops  without  regard  to  the  wagon  trains.  Move  your  meia 
with  rapidity,  and  let  the  wagon  trains  come  up  as  fast  as  the  state  of  the  roads  wiP 
permit. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Keyes; 


C.  C.  SUYDAM, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[In  closure.] 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

41.  ) Williamshurg^  Ya.,  May  8,  1862. 

In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  the  Headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  this  corps  will  move  to-morrow  morning  in  the  following: 
order : ^ 

1.  Smith’s  division  at  5 a.  m. 

2.  Couch’s  division  at  6.30  a.  m. 

3.  Casey’s  division  at  7.30  a.  m. 

Each- division  will  carry  at  least  three  days’  rations,  or  more  if  possi- 
ble, and  will  drive  all  their  beef  cattle.  The  wagons  of  each  division 
will  follow  the  command  to  which  they  belong.  Brigadier-General 
Smith,  commanding  Second  Division,  will  send  a staff  officer  to  General 
Headquarters  before  8 o’clock  to-day,  to  receive  instructions  concerning' 
the  road  to  be  taken.  The  other  divisions  will  follow  Smith,  unless 
otherwise  directed  after  arriving  at  Williamsburg.  The  cavalry  wiB 
follow  immediately  after  the  train  of  Smith’s  division. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Keyes : 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL 


Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  : 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

May  10,  1862. 


My  Dear  Sir  : I send  you  this  copy  of  your  report  of  yesterday 
tor  the  purpose  of  saying  to  you  in  writing  that  you  are  quite  right  in 
supposing  the  movement  made  by  you  and  therein  reported  was  made 
in  accordance  with  my  wishes  verbally  expressed  to  you  in  advance. 
I avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  thank  you  for  your  courtesy  and  all 
four  conduct,  so  far  as  known  to  me,  during  my  brief  visit  here. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


A.  LINCOLK. 
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Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

May  10,  1862. 


P.  H.  Watson,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary^  Washington : 

The  troops  were  landed  last  night,  and  are  on  the  advance  to  Norfolk. 
Nothing  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours  from  Eodgers’  expedition. 
Nothing  of  any  interest  from  the  army.  Your  telegram  received.  We 
shall  wait  the  result  on  Norfolk. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Headquarters  Department, 
Nineteen  miles  from  Williamsburg^  May  10,  1862 — 10  a.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar  : 

Telegram  received.  I left  instructions  to  forward  to  you  any  news 
from  Eodgers.  Glad  to  hear  Norfolk  movement.  We  are  getting  on 
well. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

May  10,  1862 — 12  noon. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

The  forces  under  General  Wool  are  advancing  on  Norfolk.  Great 
volumes  of  smoke  in  the  direction  of  Norfolk  indicate  that  the  rebels 
are  burning  the  city  or  the  navy-yard.  Fremont  thinks  that  Johnston 
[Johnson]  with  a large  force  is  in  front  of  him.  The  Merrimac  is  still 
at  SewelFs  Point.  Nothing  later  from  Corinth. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Camp,  nine^^^een  miles  from  Williamsburg, 

May  10,  1862.  (Eeceived  5 p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  fully  established  my  connection  with  the  troops  near  West 
Point,  and  the  dangerous  movement  has  passed.  The  West  Point  Eail- 
way  is  not  very  much  injured.  Materials  for  repairs,  such  as  rails,  &c., 
<iars,  and  engines,  may  now  be  sent  to  me.  Should  Norfolk  be  taken 
and  the  Merrimac  destroyed,  I can  change  my  line  to  the  James  Elver 
and  dispense  with  the  railroad. 

I shall  probably  occupy  New  Kent  in  force  to-morrow,  and  then  make 
my  first  preparations  for  battle.  As  it  is,  my  troops  are  in  advance  of 
their  supplies.  I must  so  arrange  my  depot  that  we  can  follow  up  suc- 
cess. When  at  New  Kent  I will  be  in  i^ositiou  to  make  a thorough 
examination  of  the  country  so  as  to  act  uuderstandingly. 

General  Johnston  cannot  well  be  in  front  of  Fremont,  for  two  rea- 
^50us:  First,  he  has  no  business  there;  second,  I know  that  I fought 
him  on  Monday,  and  that  he  is  now  on  the  Chickahomiuy.  I have  used 
his  vacated  headquarters  from  day  to  day.  He  is  certainly  in  com- 
mand here  with  all  the  troops  he  can  gather. 
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Two  or  three  more  of  the  cavalry  regiments  I left  on  the  Potomac 
would  be  very  acceptable.  I am  overworking  what  I have. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAi^^, 

Major -Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  at  Roperh  Meeting-House^  May  10,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  Stoneman, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General.  : The  general  commanding  desires  to  be  informed  without 
delay  what  force,  if  any,  the  enemy  have  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Kent, 
as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  and  if  there  be  a force  how  it  is  com- 
posed— how  much  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantr3^  He  would  be  glad 
to  know  if  you  have  learned  anything  of  the  enemy^s  location. 

He  desires,  further,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  condition  and  character 
of  the  roads  j what  repairs,  if  any,  may  be  necessary,  and  the  correct 
distances,  as  well  as  their  directions.  Any  topographical  information 
that  you  may  have  acquired  with  respect  to  the  section  within  the 
limits  of  your  reconnaissance  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  forwarded. 

The  commanding  general  further  directs  that  you  dispatch  messen- 
gers three  times  within  each  twenty -four  hours  to  communicate  to  these 
headquarters  the  events  that  may  occur  and  the  information  obtained 
from  time  to  time. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  at  Boperh  Meeting-House,  May  10,  1862. 
Generals  Smith,  Couch,  Casey,  Keyes,  Heintzelman,  Hooker, 

and  Kearny: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  give  the  most  stringent 
instructions  to  prevent  depredations  upon  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  inhabitants.  No  property  is  to  be  taken  except  in  extreme  cases, 
and  then  only  by  the  order  of  the  commander  of  the  troops  for  the  time 
being  and  by  the  officers  appointed  by  him  for  that  purpose. 

The  weather  being  now  warm,  fence  rails  must  not  be  used  for  fire- 
I wood,  but  the  necessary  fuel  must  be  provided  from  the  woods. 

The  good  conduct  of  the  troops  thus  far  has  had  the  happiest  effect, 
and  the  general  commanding  indulges  the  hope  that  no  effort  will  be 
I spared  on  your  part  to  maintain  the  good  name  which  we  have  thus 
gained. 

Tlie  general  deems  it  of  the  highest  importance  that  these  instruc- 
tions should  be  literally  obeyed. 

The  general  also  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  observed  that  the  trains 
do  not  keep  properly  closed  up,  but  occupy  entirely  too  much  space  on 
the  road,  and  he  directs  that  the  evil  be  promptly  remedied. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Eltham,  May  10,  1862 — i p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

General  : I have  started  the  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Cum- 
berland. The  river  is  obstructed  by  sunken  vessels  between  here  and 
there,  and  I have  sent  a tug  to  try  to  get  them  out.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, certain  that  she  will  succeed  enough  to  get  the  gunboats  through^ 
although  perhaps  transports  may  get  over  it. 

Mounted  pickets  of  the  enemy  are  seen  on  the  river  banks  above  us. 
They  do  not  trouble  us. 

My  wagons  and  cavalry  are  landing  not  as  fast  as  1 wish,  but  still 
doing  perhaps  as  well  as  I have  a right  to  expect.  Two  regiments  of 
Colonel  Taylor^s  brigade  and  one  four- gun  battery  I sent  yesterday  tO' 
the  assistance  of  General  Stoneman’s  train.  He  has  kept  them  since,, 
and  I will  be  glad  to  have  them  back  as  soon  as  they  can  be  spared. 

The  landing  here  is  good,  but  of  course  the  higher  up  we  can  get  the 
better. 

Let  me  know  by  the  bearer  whether  I shall  go  out  to  meet  you  and 
where — I mean  myself  j not  the  command. 

Truly,  yours, 

W.  B.  FEANKLIN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division, 


Fort  Monroe,  May  10,  1862. 

P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

The  forces  under  General  Wool  are  advancing  upon  Norfolk.  The 
landing  was  without  any  accident.  Great  volumes  of  smoke  in  the 
direction  of  Norfolk  indicate  that  the  rebels  are  burning  the  city  or  the 
navy-yard.  The  Merrimac  is  still  off  SewelPs  Point.  Eodgers  has  not 
been  heard  from.  Nothing  heard  to-day  from  McClellan.  The  Presi- 
dent and  I have  just  come  from  the  place  where  the  forces  were  landed^ 
near  Willoughby  Point.  Schenck  and  Fremont  appear  to  be  stampeded 
slightly. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Fort  Monroe, 
Sunday  Morning,  May  10,  1862. 

P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

Twelve  o’clock  at  night.  Norfolk  is  ours,  and  also  Portsmouth  and  the 
navy-yard.  General  Wool,  having  completed  the  landing  of  his  forces 
at  Willoughby  Point  about  9 o’clock  this  morning,  commenced  his  march, 
on  Norfolk  with  5,000  men.  Secretary  Chase  accompanied  the  general. 
About  5 miles  from  the  landing  place  a rebel  battery  was  found  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  bridge  over  Tanner’s  Creek,  and  after  a few  discharges 
upon  two  companies  of  infantry  that  were  in  the  advance  the  rebels 
burned  the  bridge.  This  compelled  our  forces  to  march  around  5 miles 
farther.  At  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  our  forces  were  within  a short 
distance  of  Norfolk  and  were  met  by  a delegation  of  citizens.  The  city 
was  formally  surrendered  j our  troops  were  marched  in,  and  now  have 
possession.  General  Viele  is  in  command  as  military  governor.  The 
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city  and  navy-yard  were  not  burned.  The  fires  which  have  been  seen 
for  some  hours  prove  to  be  woods  on  fire.  General  Wool,  with  Secre- 
tary Chase,  returned  about  11  o^clock  to-night.  General  Huger  with- 
drew his  force  without  a battle.  The  Merrimac  is  still  off  SewelFs  Point. 
Commander  Eodgers’  expedition  was  heard  from  this  afternoon  ascend- 
ing the  James  Kiver.  Eeports  from  General  McClellan  are  favorable. 
We  shall  return  to  Washington  to-morrow. 

EDWIK  M.  STANTON. 


Yorktown,  May  10,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  just  returned  from  above  West  Point.  General  McClellan 
encamped  opposite  there,  upon  main  road  to  Eichmond,  this  evening. 
Our  advanced  column  was  expected  to  reach  New  Kent  to-night.  Eebel 
pickets  were  about  5 miles  above  West  Point.  Three  gunboats  went 
up  the  Pamunkey  to-day  to  remove  rebel  vessels  sunk  in  the  channel. 
Two  rebel  gunboats  in  process  of  construction  were  burned  at  West 
Point  on  the  approach  of  our  troops.  We  are  pushing  troops  and  sup- 
plies up  the  river  from  here  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

' E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff, 


Speciae  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  144.  j Campj  Boper^s  Meeting-House,  Ya.,  May  10, 1862. 

The  general  commanding  learns  with  regret  that  notwithstanding  the 
orders  already  issued  on  the  subject  the  men  of  the  command  have  com- 
mitted many  depredations  since  leaving  Yorktown.  The  general  has 
reliable  information  that  some  of  the  officers  connected  with  the  com- 
mand not  only  do  not  try  to  prevent  these  outrages  but  are  guilty  of 
them  themselves. 

The  attention  of  division  commanders  is  called  to  this  subject,  and 
the  strictest  measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent  all  kinds  of  depredations. 
Any  officer  or  man  hereafter  found  guilty  of  stealing  will  be  immediately 
placed  in  irons,  tried  by  a military  commission,  and  punished  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  law. 

Division  commanders  will  be  held  responsible  that  this  order  is 
strictly  obeyed.  The  orders  with  reference  to  stragglers  and  rear 
guards  have  not  been  obeyed.  Division  and  brigade  commanders  will 
be  held  responsible  that  these  orders  are  carried  out  in  future. 

When  the  head  of  a division  approaches  a house  the  provost-marshal 
will  send  a guard  to  remain  at  it  until  the  head  of  the  next  division  ar- 
rives. If  the  provost  guard  is  not  large  enough  more  will  be  furnished, 
and  of  the  best  men  in  the  command. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  May  11,  1862. 

H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

The  Merrimac  was  blown  up  by  the  rebels  at  two  minutes  before  5 
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o^clock  this  morning.  She  was  set  fire  to  about  3 o’clock,  and  the  ex- 
plosion took  place  at  the  time  stated.  It  is  said  to  have  been  a grand 
sight  by  those  who  saw  it.  The  Monitor,  Stevens,  and  the  gunboats 

have  gone  up  toward  Norfolk. 

^ ^ EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Similar  dispatch  to  McClellan.] 


Hon. 


Camp,  nineteen  miles  from  Williamsburg, 

May  11 — 9 a.  m. 

E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I congratulate  vou  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  upon  the  destruction 
of  the  Merrimac."  I would  now  most  earnestly  urge  that  our  gunboats 
and  the  iron-clad  boats  be  sent  as  far  as  possible  up  the  James  Eiver 
without  delay.  This  will  enable  me  to  make  our  movements  much 

more  decisive.  ^ 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Navy  Department, 

May  11,  1862. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads : 

I suggest  preparations  for  an  immediate  attack  upon  Fort  Caswell 
with  all  the  force  you  can  spare,  including  the  two  iron-dads,  so  soon 
as  they  can  be  spared,  which  should  be  in  a couple  of  days.  Answer 
by  telegraph,  and  report  daily  by  the  Cherrystone  boat.  Push  all  the 
boats  you  can  spare  up  James  Eiver,  even  to  Eichmond,  unless  the 

President  directs  to  the  contrary.  t 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Major-General  McClellan  ; 


Sunday,  May  11,  1862 — 2 p.  m. 


Lajui-vxcucidi  . 

We  are  on  board  the  steamer  homeward  bound,  having  just  returned 
from  Norfolk. 

The  order  to  send  the  Monitor,  Stevens,  and  one  or  two  other  boats 
up  the  James  Eiver  has  been  given  and  will  be  executed  immediately, 
as  I am  assured  by  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Camp,  nineteen  miles  from  Williamsburg, 

May  11,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton; 

Without  waiting  further  for  official  reports  which  have  not  yet  reached 
me,  I wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  splendid  conduct  of  Hooker’s  and 
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Kearny^s  divisions,  under  command  of  General  Heintzelman,  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Williamsburg.  Their  bearing  was  worthy  of  veterans.  Hooker4 
division  for  hours  gallantly  withstood  the  attack  of  greatly  superior  num- 
bers, with  very  heavy  loss.  Kearny^s  arrived  in  time  to  restore  the  for- 
tunes of  the  day,  and  came  most  gallantly  into  action.  I shall  probably 
have  occasion  to  call  attention  to  other  commands,  and  do  not  wish  to  do 
injustice  to  them  by  mentioning  them  now. 

If  I had  had  the  full  information  I now  have  in  regard  to  the  troops 
above  named  when  I first  telegraphed  they  would  have  been  specially 
mentioned  and  commended.  I spoke  only  of  what  I knew  at  the  time, 
and  shall  rejoice  to  do  full  justice  to  all  engaged. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 


War  Department, 

^ May  11,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Va, : 

I congratulate  you  on  your  success.  It  is  General  Edward  Johnson, 
not  Joe  Johnston,  who  is  in  front  of  Fremont.  General  McDowell  still 
at  Fredericksburg.  Secretary  of  War  expected  back  to-night. 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  121.  f Camp  at EopePs Meeting-House,  Va.,  Mayll,lSQ2. 

It  having  been  reported  to  the  commanding  general  that  the  Ninth 
Eegiment  New  York  Cavalry  is  in  a state  of  disaffection,  he  deems  it 
unjust  to  the  brave  soldiers  who  constitute  this  army  that  men  thus 
displaying  a spirit  of  cowardice  in  face  of  the  enemy  should  remain 
longer  with  them.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  will  pre- 
pare lists  of  the  men  thus  showing  themselves  unworthy  to  belong  to 
this  army  and  forward  the  same  to  these  headquarters,  to  the  end  that 
these  persons  may  be  discharged,  and  that  the  army  and  the  country 
may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  names  of  those  who  have  basely  held 
back  their  services  in  the  time  of  their  country's  need.  These  lists  will 
be  given  to  the  army  and  the  public. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  are  many  in  the  regiment  who  are  ani- 
mated with  the  desire  to  participate  in  the  battle  expected  soon  to  take 
place.  Men  thus  honorably  disposed  will  be  sent  by  their  colonel  to  ioin 
the  Artillery  Eeserve,  where  their  service  can  be  more  usefully  employed 
at  this  moment  than  in  any  other  way. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 


Gener^  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  122.  1 Clcf^mpatBoper^s  Meeting-House, Va.,3fay  11,1862. 

I.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  when  within 
an^  01  the  States  in  rebellion,  will  not  be  allowed  to  take  or  destroy  the 
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property  of  the  inhabitants  therein,  on  the  plea  ot  the  owners  being  dis- 
loyal, or  upon  any  other  pretense. 

II.  Soldiers  will  not  be  permitted  to  straggle  from  their  proper  com- 
mands, nor  will  they  enter  the  premises  of  the  inhabitants  without  per- 
mission from  the  proper  authority. 

III.  The  provost-marshals  of  divisions  will  have  the  means  ot  know- 
ing who  are  the  disloyal  inhabitants,  and  will  give  the  necessary  orders 
for  taking  possession  of  any  property  belonging  to  such,  if  it  should  be 
deemed  necessary. 

In  the  absence  of  such  orders  all  provost  guards  will  give  protection 
to  the  private  property  of  the  inhabitants,  and  treat  them  with  courtesy 

and  kindness.  . . 

IV.  Persons  connected  with  this  army  detected  in  committing  or  hav- 
ing committed  depredations  by  injuring  property  of  persons,  or  in  car- 
rying off  any  article  or  articles  from  houses  or  estates  (whether  aban- 
doned or  not)  without  proper  authority,  will  be  held  in  custody  and 
brought  to  trial. 

V.  All  property  belonging  to  such  inhabitants  found  in  the  posses- 
sion of  persons  connected  with  this  army  will  be  turned  over  to  the  pro- 
vost-marshals of  divisions  to  be  restored  to  the  owners. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : ^ WILLIAMS 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  145.  ] Camp  at  Boperh  Church,  Va.,  May  11,  1862. 

#♦#**** 

IT.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Abercrombie,  having  reported  to  these  headquar- 
ters, in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  is  as- 
signed to  duty  with  HookePs  division,  Third  Army  Corps,  and  will 
report  accordingly. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

. Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Camp  near  Roper’s  Church, 

May  12,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Weather  good.  Roads  improving.  White  House  and  Cumberland 
in  our  possession.  ISothing  new  from  enemy. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ropery’s  Meeting-House,  May  12,  1862 — 7 p.  m. 

(Received  May  13,  11.30  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar  ; 

I respectfully  apply  to  be  furnished  with  two  or  at  least  one  addi- 
tional regiment  to  furnish  the  garrisons  for  Yorktown,  Gloucester,  and 
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i®  embarrassing  at  the  present  time  to 

break  in  on  the  existing  brigade  organizations,  as  I am  compelled  to  do 
to  supply  these  garrisons. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac 
Camp  at  Eoper^s  Church,  May  12,  1862 

Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON,  P' 

Secretary  of  War : 

Rodgers  writes  me  to-day  that  he  went  with  the  gun- 
boats jesterday  past  Little  Brandon.  Everything  quiet  and  no  signs 
of  troops  crossing  the  river.  He  found  two  batteries  of  ten  or  twelve 

ff  James  River— one  opposite  the  month 

ot  the  Warwick,  the  other  about  southwest  from  Mulberry  Point  The 
upper  battery  on  Harden’s  or  Mother  Line’s  Bluff  has  heavy'  rifled 
pieces.  Between  the  batteries  lay  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown. 
Commander  Eodgers  offered  battle,  but  the  gunboats  moved  off.  He 

finding  R required  too  much  ammunition  to 
Silence  the  other  ran  past  it. 

Rodgers  says  the  Galena  cannot  use  her  engines  when  aground,  the 
condenser  becoming  clogged  with  sand,  &c.  He  says 

certJni  '‘re  all  changed  ; that  the  Galena  will  almost 

certainly  run  aground  in  passing  up  to  City  Point,  and  that  while 
aground  she  is  to  a great  degree  paralyzed. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia 

Fort  Monroe.,  May  12,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac^  Williamshurg  : 

Sir  : The  Merrimac  is  blown  up.  Our  vessels  of  war  have  gone  up 

James  River  j among  others  the  Monitor.  ^ ^ 

lour  hank  will  be  protected  on  the  James  River.  A small  detach- 
ment will  answer  for  Yorktown.  uetacn 

at  ^ Suffolk,  leaving  a few  troops 

at  N(,v  port  News  and  a sufficient  force  at  Fort  Monroe.  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


|General  Orders,  » Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

^o.  f Camp  at  Roper’s  Meeting-Souse,  Va.,3Iap  12, 18G2. 

1.  Hereafter  no  newspaper  correspondent  or  other  citizen  not  in  the 
tniartoVortn®  aPowed  to  go  to  the  front  beyond  General  Head- 

dlvTsions’on  toe 

wil/'b^ilfnt®^!®  correspondents  to  accompany  the  army 

b^  recoSd.  “■  of  staff.  Vo  others  will 
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III.  The  number  of  stragglers  from  the  various  regiments  of  the  army 
on  the  march  to  this  point  has  been  so  great  as  seriously  to  diminish 
the  effective  strength  of  the  army  for  the  day.  As  it  is  of  the  first  im- 
portance, in  view  of  being  prepared  at  any  moment  to  meet  the  enemy, 
that  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms  should  be  with  his  company, 
all  officers  must  use  every  endeavor  to  prevent  straggling.  Each  bri- 
gade commander  will  place  a guard  in  rear  of  his  brigade,  with  strin- 
gent orders  to  bring  up  all  stragglers.  Division  commanders  will  be 
held  responsible  that  these  orders  are  strictly  carried  into  effect. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  > Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  146.  I Gamp  at  Boper^s  Ghurchj  May  12,  1862^ 

»*«##** 

VII.  Order  of  march  for  to-morrow : 

Franklin’s  division  will  move  at  4 a.  m.,  to  encamp  at  Cumberland. 

Smith’s  division  to  move  at  5 a.  m.  to  Cumberland  via  New  Kent 
Court-House,  and  to  take  up  the  brigade  which  has  been  detached  to 
that  place.  On  his  arrival  at  Cumberland  General  Smith  will  report 
to  General  Franklin. 

F.  J.  Porter’s  to  start  at  5 a.  m.,  to  follow  the  road  taken  by  Frank- 
lin, and  to  encamp  at  Cumberland,  if  possible. 

The  Artillery  Eeserve  to  march  at  4 a.  m.,  and  follow  Smith  to  Cum- 
berland. 

Sykes’  brigade  to  start  at  5 a.  m.,  and  take  the  road  followed  by  Hunt. 
On  his  arrival  at  Cumberland  General  Sykes  will  report  to  General  F. 
J.  Porter. 

Duane’s  battalion  of  Eegular  Engineers  to  follow  Sykes. 

General  headquarters  to  march  at  6 a.  m.  by  Atkinson’s  and  Elliot’s. 

The  Cavalry  Eeserve  to  march  at  10  a.  m.,  by  the  Barhams ville  road 
and  Jennings’  and  Elliot’s,  and  to  encamp  at  Cumberland.  The  road 
passes  through  Franklin’s  present  camp. 

Couch’s  division  to  march  at  7 a.  m. 

Casey’s  division  to  follow  Couch.  The  wagons  of  the  two  divisions 
are  to  follow  Casey,  and  both  divisions  to  encamp  at  New  Kent  Court- 
House.  A brigade,  to  be  taken  from  either  division,  will  be  detached 
by  General  Keyes  as  a rear  guard. 

Kearny’s  division : Two  brigades  to  march  to  the  vicinity  of  the  road 
which  leads  to  Diascund  Bridge,  and  which  leaves  the  New  Kent  Court- 
House  road  about  8 miles  in  front  of  Barhamsville  (Baskinwalker’s 
store).  The  remaining  brigade  to  encamp  in  the  vicinity  of  Eoper’s 
Church  (present  camp  of  General  Headquarters),  watching  the  Diascund 
road,  and  to  await  further  orders. 

Hooker  to  await  further  orders  at  his  present  camp. 

Sumner  to  await  further  orders  at  Eltham. 

The  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Col.  D.  McM.  Gregg,  to  remain  at 
New  Kent  Court-House  for  further  orders. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

' Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Minnesota, 

Fort  Monroe^  May  13,  1862. 


Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

From  what  I gather,  Kodgers,  when  last  heard  from,  on  the  11th  in> 
stant,  was  at  a point  about  25  miles  this  side  of  City  Point.  The 
Monitor  and  Stevens  have  probably  joined  him  ere  this.  Some  delay 
may  be  experienced  at  the  obstructions  placed  by  the  enemy  10  miles 
this  side  of  Kichmond,  but  nothing  more  I apprehend,  nor  do  I think 
the  delay  will  be  beyond  half  a day  or  so  at  most,  although,  of  course, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  judge  with  any  great  precision  upon  the 
subject. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH. 


U.  S.  Flag- Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Boads^  Va.,  May  13, 1862. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City : 

Sir  : The  reports  in  the  papers  about  the  navy-yard  at  NTorfolk  are 
utterly  and  entirely  false.  To  have  destroyed  it  more  effectually  than 
has  been  done  woulffundeed  have  been  a difficult  task.  Essentially,  it 
is  in  utter  ruins. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 


Fort  Monroe,  May  13, 1862. 
(Eeceived  May  14, 12.47  p.  m.) 

Hon  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  have  Suffolk,  taken  last  evening  by  Major  Dodge.  All  quiet®. 
Major-General  McClellan’s  troops  are  at  Cumberland. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major- General. 


, Camp  near  Eoper’s  Church, 

May  13,  1862 — 4.30  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Am  about  starting.  Nothing  new  received  during  the  night. 
Enemy  concentrating  on  my  front,  near  Chickahominy. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Cumberland,  May  13, 1862 — 8.30  p.  m.  (Eec’d  May  14, 12.40.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  reached  Cumberland  to-day.  In  consequence  of  the  small  num- 
ber of  roads  and  their  narrowness  our  movements  have  been  attended 
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with  great  difficulty.  The  same  causes  will  render  our  farther  prog- 
ress necessarily  slow.  We  have  had  one  or  two  skirmishes  to-day, 
but  without  any  especial  results.  The  enemy  is  in  force  in  my  front, 
und  my  views  respecting  his  intention  to  bring  to  bear  against  me  all 
his  available  force  remain  unchanged. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


War  Department, 
Washingt07i  City^  D.  May  13,  1862.  j 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Five  locomotives  and  eighty  cars  will  start  for  West  Point  to-night, 
if  you  do  not  countermand  the  order. 

Nothing  from  Halleck. 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


Cumberland,  May  14,  1862. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  President: 

The  battle  will  be  fought,  probably,  this  side  of  Richmond.  We  think 
that  you  should  order  whole  or  major  part  of  General  McDowelFs,  with 
Shields,  up  the  York  River  as  soon  as  possible,  and  order  Wymaffis 
flotilla  up  the  James  River.  We  find  General  McClellan  confident  of 
success.  He  moves  to  White  House  to-morrow  morning,  and  wishes 
to  cut  off  enemy’s  rear  before  reaching  that  point.  We  go  to-morrow 
morning  to  Fort  Moproe,  and  expect  to  inquire  there  about  the  opera- 
tions to  guard  James  River. 

WM.  H.  SEWARD. 


Cumberland,  May  14,  1862. 
(Received  May  15,  1.33  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar : 

I have  to  request  that  the  rolling  stock  and  material  for  repairs  of 
West  Point  and  Richmond  Railway  may  be  shipped  to  West  Point  at 
once. 

We  know  of  one  bridge  to  rebuild  between  West  Point  and  the 
Pamunkey  River  besides  that  at  White  House,  which  is  some  700  feet 
long. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General,  Comma^iding, 


Cumberland,  May  14,  1862. 
(Received  May  15,  1.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Am  detained  by  the  necessity  of  making  new  roads  and  repairing  old 
ones.  Move  to-morrow  morning  to  White  House  in  force.  Every- 
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thing  well  closed  up,  and  will  try  to  keep  it  so.  NTews  from  front  indi- 
cates enemy  in  large  force.  Raining  to-day.  Ro  time  will  be  lost  in 
bringing  about  a decisive  battle. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


McClellan’s,  lUh — 7 p.  m. 
(Received  Washington,  D.  C.,  May  16,  1862 — 1.40  p.  m.) 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Please  order  a supply  of  Schenkl  ammunition  for  the  20-pounder 
Parrott  gun,  say  10,000  rounds,  to  be  sent  to  the  White  House  for  the 
use  of  this  army.  That  furnished  has  not  given  satisfactorv  results. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fou«th  Corps, 

New  Kent  Court-House^  May  14,  1862 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General^  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Sir  : The  last  of  my  corps  arrived  at  their  bivouac,  near  this  point, 
at  about  3 o’clock  this  morning.  Tlie  trains  are  nearly  all  in,  and 
General  Case^^’s  ammunition  has  arrived.  The  delay  of  the  march  was 
unavoidable  on  account  of  the  blocking  of  the  roads  by  trains. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  telegraph  station  last  night  I wrote  a note  in 
pencil  to  Colonel  Colburn  to  say  I would  establish  my  headquarters 
near  General  Couch,  but  on  arriving  near  his  camp  I learned  that  my 
column  had  been  delayed,  and  so  I returned,  and  dispatched  a staff 
officer  to  alter  my  note  so  as  to  say  that  I would  encamp  here.  My 
front  is  extensive,  and  I may  change  again  to-day.  If  so,  will  notify 
you  at  once. 

I will  endeavor  to  finish  my  report  of  the  battle  of  Williamsburg 
to-day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  Colonel  Gregg,  Eighth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  has  reported  to  me  that  he  has  pickets  6 miles  out  on  the 
Richmond  road ; that  they  are  annoyed  by  the  enemy’s  shell  j that  the 
nearest  infantry  is  2 miles  this  side,  thrown  out  from  Couch’s  division, 
and  that  he  needs  a company  to  advance  up  to  his  pickets  to  support 
them.  I have  ordered  General  Couch  to  furnish  a company,  in  compli- 
ance therewith. 

E.  H.  KEYES, 

Brigadier-General^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 

P.  S. — I have  directed  General  Casey  to  guard  well  out  toward  the 
Chickahominy  River,  and  to  place  his  outguards  far  out  on  the  roads 
and  to  make  an  examination  and  to  be  certain  that  no  road  is  left  un- 
guarded. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier -Ge^ieral^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 
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U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  May  14,  1862. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Sir:  I have  dates  from  Commander  Eodgers  of  the  12th  instanU 
The  Monitor  and  Stevens  had  joined  him  where  he  was  lying  off  James 
Island,  and  he  was  to  move  up  the  river  that  evening  until  joined  by 
the  Monitor  and  Stevens.  He  was,  as  he  says,  unable  to  resist  the  live 
gunboats  of  the  enemy  above  him,  because  the  Galena  would  inevi- 
tably be  grounded  in  passing  the  bar,  and  thus  leave  only  the  Aroos- 
took and  Port  Eoyal  to  assist  them.  Notwithstanding  my  orders  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers  to  reduce  all  of  the  enemy^s  works  on 
the  James  Eiver  as  he  went  along,  spike  their  guns,  and  blow  up  their 
magazines,  and  thus  leave  the  river  entirely  open,  so  that  supplies  of 
any  sort  might  be  forwarded  without  difficulty,  he  has  not  carried 
them  out,  and  I now  am  informed  that  two  of  their  works  on  the  river 
bank  of  James  Eiver  and  at  Eock  Wharf  Landing,  and  the  other  at 
Harden’s  or  Mother  Line’s  Bluff,  both  between  here  and  our  vessel  up 
the  James  Eiver,  must  in  effect  be  taken  before  the  river  can  be  navi- 
gated by  our  supply  vessels.  My  present  intention  is  to  send  the 
Susquehanna  and  Dacotah  up  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  taking  those 
works,  which,  as  Eodgers  informs  me,  although  strong  in  guns,  are 
probably  weak  in  men.  I have  put  200-pounder  Parrott’s  on  board  the 
Susquehanna,  and  the  Dacotah  came  here  provided  with  one.  The 
Seminole  I shall  retain  at  Norfolk,  and  perhaps  the  San  Jacinto  be- 
sides; but  if  I do  have  to  send  the  San  Jacinto  with  the  Susquehanna 
and  Dacotah,  then  I shall  have  to  move  this  ship  up  to  Norfolk,  and 
then  leave  nothing  in  these  Eoads  for  the  time  being.  Before  sending 
off*  this  expedition  I hope  to  hear  from  Eodgers  again,  to 'whom  I have 
written  by  mail  of  to-day.  If  he  succeeds  in  getting  to  Eichmond 
there  may  be  no  necessitv  for  it. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  147.  } Camp  near  Cumberland,  May  14,  1862. 

IV.  Order  of  march  for  to-morrow : 

General  Headquarters  will  move  at  — a.  m.,  and  be  established  at  the 
White  House. 

Franklin’s  division  will  move  at  4 a.  m.,  followed  by  Porter’s  division 
and  the  Infantry  Eeserve.  The  latter  will  be  followed  by  the  Artillery 
Eeserve. 

All  the  above  troops  will  encamp  at  the  White  House. 

Woodbury’s  Engineer  Brigade:  The  men  and  wagons  will  march  to 
the  White  House,  to  which  i)lace  the  materials  of  the  engineer  train 
will  be  sent  by  water. 

Duane’s  battalion  of  Eegular  Engineers,  and  the  pontoon  train  under 
his  charge,  will  i)roceed  to  the  White  House  this  afternoon. 

The  Cavalrj^  Eeserve  will  move  at  10  a.  m.  to  the  White  House. 

Brigadier-General  Humphreys  will  designate  an  officer  to  act  as  a 
guide  to  this  column. 

The  Second  Corps,  Sumner’s  (except  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  on 
detached  service),  will  be  concentrated  at  Cumberland. 
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The  two  divisions  will  move  at  5 a.  m. 

The  Third  Corps,  Porter’s  division  excepted,  will  be  concentrated  at 
Cumberland. 

Kearny’s  division  will  move  at  5 a.  m. 

Hooker’s  division  will  move  at  6 a.  m.,  but  the  head  of  his  column 
will  not  enter  the  Kew  Kent  and  Cumberland  road  until  the  rear  of 
Sumner’s  Corps  shall  have  cleared  it.  Grover’s  brigade  will  also  march 
to  Cumberland,  if  practicable,  without  too  much  fatiguing  the  men 
and  animals. 

Until  further  orders  one  division  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps  will  be 
posted  in  the  opening  about  1 mile  to  the  front  and  right  of  Kew  Kent 
Court-House  and  one  division  will  remain  at  New  Kent  Court-House. 

The  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Gregg,  will  remain,  tem- 
porarily, at  New  Kent  Court-House,  under  the  orders  of  General  Keyes. 

Generals  Sumner  and  Heintzelman  will  send  staff  officers  ahead  to  ac- 
quaint themselves  with  the  roads  their  troops  are  to  follow,  and  will 
leave  intelligent  non-commissioned  officers  where  other  roads  cross  or 
meet,  to  prevent  any  portion  of  their  troops  or  trains  from  taking  the 
wrong  direction. 

By  command  of  Major  General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Major-General  McClellan, 

Cumberland y Va,: 


WASHiNaxoN  City, 

May  15,  1862. 


Your  long  dispatch  of  yesterday*  is  just  received.  I will  answer 
more  fully  soon.  Will  say  now  that  all  your  dispatches  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  have  been  promptly  shown  to  me  Have  done  and  shall 
do  all  I could  and  can  to  sustain  you.  Hoped  that  the  opening  of 
James  River  and  putting  Wool  and  Burnside  in  communication,  with 
an  open  road  to  Richmond,  or  to  you,  had  effected  something  in  that 
direction.  I am  still  unwilling  to  take  all  our  force  off  the  direct  line 
between  Richmond  and  here. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  B.  C.,  May  15,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Cumberland,  Ya. : 

On  Tuesday  last  I directed  McCallum  and  General  Meigs  to  send 
forward  to  West  Point  the  rolling  stock  and  material  for  repairing  the 
West  Point  and  Richmond  Railway,  in  anticipation  that  it  would  soon 
be  called  for. 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


See  McClellan’s  report,  Part  I,  p.  26. 
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Cumberland,  May  15,  1862. 

(Received  May  17,  3 p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

/Secretary  of  War  : 

Rain  commenced  again  yesterday  and  continued  last  night  and  to- 
day. With  utmost  difficulty  I have  moved  two  divisions  in  advance 
this  day  and  moved  forward  those  in  rear.  We  have  to  do  much  road- 
making as  we  go,  hut  are  continually  advancing. 

Nothing  new  from  the  front  to-day. 

I have  heard  nothing  from  James  River  gunboats.  Very  cool,  wet, 
and  dreary  to-day. 

Secretaries  Seward,  Bates,  and  Welles  left  last  night. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Cumberland,  May  15,  1862. 

(Received  May  17,  3 p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Rain  has  continued  all  day,  making  the  roads  horrible.  With  great 
difficulty  1 have  moved  two  divisions  to  White  House  and  closed  up  the 
rear  pretty  well.  On  this  plan  headquarters  move  to  White  House  to- 
morrow. 

Nothing  of  interest  to-day.  We  are  advancing  as  rapidly  as  is  pos- 
sible, but  it  is  slow  work.  I,  however,  have  everything  well  in  hand. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


‘ Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

May  16,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I am  here  in  command  of  the  two  most  important  positions  in  the 
possession  of  the  Federal  Government.  If  any  disaster  should  befall 
General  McClellan  I am  wholly  unable  with  the  force  I have  to  defend 
these  two  positions.  The  calls  made  upon  me  by  General  McClellan  to 
take  care  of  his  sick,  wounded,  and  prisoners  of  every  description  take 
from  me  a considerable  number  of  men.  I have  sent  to  Norfolk  about 

8.000  men,  and  will  send  over  another  thousand,  making  in  all  about 

9.000  rank  and  file.  With  this  force  I have  ten  pieces  of  light  artillery. 
This  force  would  be  wholly  inadequate  to  defend  Norfolk  in  case  Gen- 
eral McClellan  should  be  defeated.  At  the  same  time  Newport  News 
and  Fort  Monroe  would  be  exposed  to  capture  by  a victorious  army, 
they  having  but  3,000  men  effective  to  defend  both  places.  I want  ten 
regiments  and  300  horses  to  put  myself  in  a condition  to  resist  the  force 
that  might  be  brought  against  me  in  case  of  General  McClellan’s  defeat. 
It  is  said  he  intends  to  intrench  his  army  some  10  miles  from  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  rebels  10  miles  in  front  of  Richmond.  The  horses 
I want  are  requisite  for  three  light  or  field  batteries. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major- General. 
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War  Department, 

May  16,  1862 — 1.12  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Fort  Monroe: 

If  any  person  not  in  the  military  service  should  presume  to  give  you 
any  instructions  or  directions  in  respect  to  military  operations  you  will 
give  them  no  attention,  unless  they  are  specially  authorized,  in  writing, 
by  the  President  or  bv  this  Department. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


White  House,  May  16, 1862. 
(Received  May  17,  2.45  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Our  advanced  columns  occupied  Baltimore  Cross-Roads  and  Tun- 
stalPs  Station  to-day.  The  rebel  pickets  withdrew  before  our  troops. 
They  burned  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Pam  unkey  at  this  place  and 
other  bridges  in  advance  as  far  as  we  have  examined. 

The  rains  during  the  past  two  days  have  rendered  the  roads  so  bad 
that  the  train  of  one  division  has  been  thirty- six  hours  in  makinsr  5 
miles. 

I have  been  informed  this  evening  that  the  official  reports  of  certain 
commanders  engaged  in  the  battle  at  Williamsburg  have  by  some  means 
unknown  to  me  got  into  the  hands  of  newspaper  reporters,  who  will 
probably  forward  them  for  publication  before  I have  submitted  them 
to  you.  1 shall  take  steps  to  ascertain  how  this  has  been  done  and  pre- 
vent any  such  unmilitary  and  unjustifiable  proceedings  in  future.  In 
the  mean  time  I beg  to  suggest  that  it  might  be  well  to  prohibit  their 
publication  in  this  instance  by  a telegraphic  order  from  the  Department. 
My  report  will  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  I receive  all  the  • reports  from 
the  different  commanders. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 

Ingalls,  May  16, 1862. 
(Received  May  17,  4.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

A contraband  just  in  reports  that  he  heard  an  officer  of  Confederate 
Army  say  our  gunboats  had  reached  within  8 miles  of  Richmond. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

White  House.,  May  Iff  1862 — 11  a.  m. 

^ (Received  May  17,  4.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ^ / 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Have  just  arrived.  Roads  as  bad  as  can  be.  The  trains  of  two> 
divisions  which  left  Cumberland  yesterday  a.  m.  are  not  yet  half  way 
I^P — distance  5 miles.  Rain  has  ceased,  so  that  roads  will,  I hope,  im- 
prove. Impossible  to  make  other  movements  of  troops  to-day. 
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I have  taken  every  precaution  to  secure  from  injury  this  house,  where 
Washington  passed  the  first  portion  of  his  married  life.  I neither  occupy 
it  myself  nor  permit  others  to  occupy  it,  or  the  grounds  in  immediate 

vicinity.  , d • u. 

Nothing  new  from  the  front  to-day.  Enemy  in  some  force  at  bamt 
Peter’s  Church.  We  cannot  get  at  each  other  now. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders, 
No.  46. 


Hdqrs.  DeJpartment  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  May  16,  1862. 

The  organization  of  the  forces  now  at  Norfolk  and  vicinity  will  be 
brigaded  until  further  orders  as  follows: 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Yiele’s  brigade  to  consist  of  Second  Eegiment  New 
York  Volunteers,  Tenth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  Sixteenth 
Eegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weber’s  brigade  to  consist  of  First  Eegiment  Dela- 
ware Volunteers,  Twentieth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  Fifty- 
eighth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Eobinson’s  brigade  to  consist  of  First  Eegiment 
Michigan  Volunteers,  Twentieth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  Ninety- 
ninth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

The  artillery  and  cavalry  will  be  assigned  hereafter. 

The  Sixteenth  Eegiment,  with  a section  of  Captain  Follett’s  battery, 
under  Lieutenant  Whitney,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  one  squadron  of  the 
Eleventh  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  a major,  will  take  post 
at  Suifolk.  They  will  march  to-morrow. 

Bv  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool: 

• WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington  City, 

May  17,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

Opthalmia,  contracted  while  absent  from  home,  has  disabled  me  from 
writing  until  to-day. 

We  have  had  nothing  of  interest  from  any  quarter  for  several  days, 
but  are  expecting  news  from  Corinth  very  soon. 

An  order  respecting  your  application  to  the  President  for  re-enforce- 
ments will  be  transmitted  to-morrow.  The  instruction  you  desired  re- 
specting the  publication  of  unauthorized  official  reports  has  been  given. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

• Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  D.  C., 

May  17,  1862. 

- Memorandum,  in  handwriting  of  President  Lincoln,  of  his  'proposed  addi- 
tions to  instructions  of  above  date  to  General  McDowell  and  General 
Meigs*  indorsement  thereon.  {See  also  Part  I,  p.  28.) 

You  will  retain  the  separate  command  of  the  forces  taken  with  you; 
but  while  co-operating  with  General  McClellan  you  will  obey  his  orders. 
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except  that  you  are  to  ju(l|>’e,  and  are  not  to  allow  yonr  force  to  be  dis- 
I posed  otherwise  than  so  as  to  give  the  greatest  protection  to  this  capital 
which  may  be  possible  from  that  distance. 

! ■ 

j [Indorsement.] 

I 

I To  the  Secretary  of  War: 

I The  President  having  shown  this  to  me,  I suggested  that  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  direct  a suboid inale  not  to  obey  the  orders  of  his  superior  in 
any  case,  and  that  to  give  instructions  to  General  McClellan  to  this 
same  end  and  luinish  General  McDowell  with  a co])y  thereof  would 
effect  the  object  desired  by  the  President.  He  desired  me  to  say  that 
the  sketch  of  instructions  to  General  McClellan  herewith  he  thought 
made  this  addition  unnecessary. 

Pespectfully, 

M.  C.  M. 


Williamsburg,  May  17,  1862. 

(lieceived  May  17,  9.10  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  gunboats  Galena,  Monitor,  Aroostook,  Naugatuck,  and  Port  Royal 
were  repulsed  from  Fort  Darling,  7 uiiles  below  Richmond,  yesterday. 
A ])ortion  of  them  have  returned  to  Jamestown  Island,  near  this  place, 
in  James  River. 

Lieutenant  Morris,  commanding  the  Port  Royal,  sent  overland  to  me 
this  morning  for  intelligence  regarding  1 he  condition  of  the  forts  below 
the  island,  and  also  to  assist  in  burying  the  dead  which  he  brought 
lowii  with  him.  Seventeen  have  been  interred  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  there  are  a number  of  wounded  on  board,  including  Morris. 
The  lOO  pounder  gun  of  the  Naugatuck  exploded  at  the  lirst  tire. 

! DAVID  CAMPBELL, 

Colonel  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
By  authority  of  General  McClellan. 


Bon. 


White  House,  May  17,  1802—10.45  p.  m. 

(Received  May  18,  7.35  a.  m.) 

E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 


After  a careful  consideration  of  the  meager  accounts  I have  just  re- 
ceived of  the  gunboats’  operations  on  the  James  River  I am  inclined 
■o  tliinU  that  w^e  ought,  not  to  be  discouraged.  They  w^ere  caught  in 
7ery  adverse  circumstances,  and  1 think  their  repulse  will  r>rove  to  be 
lu(*  to  the  tact  that  they  were  subject  to  a close  musketry  tire  they 
could  not  replv  to.  I would  urge  tlie  necessity  of  perfect  co-operation 
between  all  the  Army  and  Navy  forces  in  Western  [Pastern]  Virginia, 
i have  not  one  word  of  official  information  as  to  the  objects  to  be  at- 
tuned by  any  of  them. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

White  House,  May  17,  1862 — 10.30  p.  m. 

(Keceived  May  18,  8 a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

A combined  naval  and  army  expedition,  under  Captain  Murray,  U. 
S.  Navy,  with  troops  and  artillery  under  Major  Willard  and  Cai:)tain 
Ayres,  of  the  Army,  went  some  25  miles  up  the  Pamunkey  to-day,  and 
forced  the  rebels  to  destroy  two  steamers  and  some  twenty  schooners. 
The  expedition  was  admirably  managed,  and  all  concerned  deserve 
great  credit. 

We  have  advanced  considerably  to-day.  The  roads  are  now  improv- 
ing, and  you  may  soon  expect  to  hear  of  the  whole  army  being  on  the 
Chickahominy.  AU  goes  well. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-Oeneral. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  H,  G.,  May  17,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

There  have  been  forwarded  from  Baltimore  to  West  Point  five  loco- 
motives, eighty  cars,  3 miles  in  length  of  railroad  iron,  30,000  feet, 
board  measure,  of  timber,  one  dozen  frogs,  one  dozen  switch  irons,  1,200 
chairs,  with  full  supply  of  rail  spikes,  the  last  of  which,  it  is  expected, 
will  reach  West  Point  on  Monday. 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


Off  Hardin’s  Bluff,  James  Kiver, 

May  17,  1862. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the  Port 
Royal  has  come  down  from  vicinity  of  Richmond.  When  within  8 miles, 
just  as  the  last  turn  in  the  river  was  made,  found  passage  obstructed  by 
two  rows  of  sunken  vessels,  chains,  and  spiles,  among  them  also  James- 
town and  Yorktown.  Thursday  morning  a large  battery  on  Ward’s  Bluff, 
200  feet  high,  with  two  rows  of  guns,  opened  on  vessels.  Rifie  pits  along 
river  filled  with  sharpshooters.  Fight  lasted  four  hours.  Galena  hit 
twenty-eight  times  and  perforated  eighteen  times.  Monitor  struck 
three  times ; uninjured.  Thirteen  men  killed  and  11  wounded  on  board 
Galena.  Lieutenant  Morris,  of  Port  Royal,  injured  in  leg  by  rifle-ball; 
Two  men  on  Naugatuck  wounded.  Galena  and  Monitor  came  down  tc 
City  Point.  Naugatuck  came  down  with  Port  Royal.  Her  gun  burst, 
injuring  1 man. 

WM.  FAXON, 

Chief  Clerk, 


Newport  News,  May  18, 1862. 
We  went  yesterday  to  Jamestown.  James  River  is  cleared  of  land 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton. 

Secretary  of  War : 
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md  naval  forces  of  enemy  to  within  8 miles  of  Kichmond.  We  met 
vessels  coming  down  from  brisk  naval  engagement  of  Thursday.  It 
asted  four  hours.  Monitor  could  not  reach  batteries  200  feet  high. 
River  obstructed  with  vessels  sunk  across  channel,  including  the  James- 
»wn  and  Yorktown.  The  Galena  was  struck  twenty  eight  times, 
3ierced  eighteen  times.  Thirteen  killed,  11  wounded.  Lieutenant  Mor- 
is, of  the  gunboat  Port  Koyal,  wounded,  but  not  seriously.  ISTo  other 
casualties.  Lieutenant  Jeffers  and  Commodore  Smith  report  that  a co- 
jperating  land  force  wiU  be  needed  to  carry  these  batteries.  The  Nau- 
gatuck’s big  gun  burst.  Everybody  says  and  everything  indicates  the 
etirement  of  the  enemy  from  all  country  between  Eichmond  and  the 
>cean.  Can  you  send  a force  to  co-operate  with  Commodore  Smith  on 
his  river  ^ It  would  give  us  Eichmond  without  delay.  Commodore 
xoldsborough  orders  renewal  of  the  naval  fight,  and  will  re-enforce  as 
ast  as  possible.  We  return  to-morrow. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


* Newport  News,  May  18, 1862. 

L y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

I The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  we  came 
ip  to  Day’s  Point  yesterday  morning  to  shell  fortifications.  Found 
arefully  constructed  earthworks,  mounting  twelve  heavy  guns,  hastily 
bandoned  on  Wednesday.  Guns  splendid,  and  works  partially  de- 
troyed.  Secession  fiag  left  flying’.  Marines  landed,  tore  it  downj 
aised  Stars  and  Stripes.  A few  miles  above  met  Port  Eoyal  and  Nau- 
I :atuck.  Eeports  severe  engagement  Thursday  morning  8 miles  from 
I Richmond.  Fleet  turned  last  bend;  found  river  obstructed  by  two  rows 
\ f sunken  vessels,  among  which  were  Jamestown  and  Yorktown ; also 
I ly  spiles  and  chains,  and  directly  facing  river  on  bluff,  200  feet  high,  a 
I lattery,  with  two  rows  of  heavy  guns.  Eiver  shore  lined  with  rifle  pits, 
► oncealed  in  woods.  Fight  lasted  four  hours.  Galena  struck  twenty- 
ight  times  and  perforated  eighteen  times  by  plunging  shot ; one  hole 
! bout  2 feef  long.  One  shot  passed  through  one  side  and  nearly  through 
[■on  on  the  other.  Had  13  men  killed  and  II  wounded.  Fought  at  600 
. 0 1,000  yards.  Monitor  went  ahead,  but  could  not  elevate  guns  enough, 
nd  fell  back  to  the  Galena.  Was  struck  three  times  and  uninjured. 
1 jieutenant  Morris,  of  Port  Eoyal,  wounded  by  Minie  ball  in  leg.  Two 
len  wounded  on  Naugatuck.  Her  large  gun  burst.  Vessels  returned 
p City  Point  on  account  of  batteries  on  high  bluff  protecting  obstruc- 
ions.  Vessels  can  go  no  farther  up  and  cannot  take  battery.  Eiver  clear 
D point  of  fight.  Went  up  to  Jamestown  last  night  to  look  after  mat- 
ars.  Eeach  Washington  to-morrow. 

WM.  FAXON, 

I Cleric,  N.  i>. 

I — 

,1 

' McClellan’s,  May  18,  1862. 

I (Eeceived  8.30  p.  m.) 

[Ion.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

I;  I regret  to  learn  that  you  are  ill.  Weather  now  very  warm.  My 
tickets  within  a mile  of  Bottom’s  Bridge,  and  as  close  to  the  railway 
fridge  of  the  Chickahominy.  Scouts  have  been  within  a quarter  of  a 
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mile  of  Bottom^s  Bridge.  Enemy  there  in  force.  I am  moving  on  sev- 
eral roads,  and  will  soon  be  in  condition  to  ascertain  the  strength  of 
their  line.  The  information  we  get  still  tends  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  intend  lighting  in  front  of  Kichmond.  I would  be  glad  to  learn 
something  about  McDowell’s  posiiion  and  the  forces  in  front  of  him. 
It  interests  me  as  affecting  my  right  flank.  What  are  Banks  and  Fre- 
mont and  Wool  doing  ? 

GEO.  B.  McGIjELTjA.^, 

Major-  Genera  I,  Command ing. 


McClellan’s,  May  18,  18G3. 

(Received  8.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward: 

Dispatch  received.  My  pickets  are  within  a mile  of  Bottom’s  Bridge 
and  scouts  have  been  within  a quarter  of  a mile.  Am  advancing  on  the 
other  roads.  Indications  that  enemy  intend  fighting  at  Richmond. 
Policy  seems  to  be  to  concentrate  ev(*ry thing  there.  They  hold  central 
position,  and  will  seek  to  meet  us  while,  divided.  I think  we  are  com- 
mitting a great  military  error  in  having  so  many  independent  columns. 
The  great  battle  should  first  be  fought  by  our  troops  in  mass  ; i hen  di- 
vide if  necessary.  1 do  not  think  gunboats  can  do  much  without  assist- 
ance of  land  forces.  I am  getting 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  May  18,  1863. 

(Received  13.35.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

As  you  may  have  already  been  informed,  the  Navy  was  repulsed 
within  8 miles  of  Richmond  on  Thursday,  alter  four  houis  lighting. 
The  Galena  was  hit  twenty-eight  times,  perforated  eighteen  times;  R 
men  killed  and  11  wounded.  The  gun  of  the  Stevens  bursted,kil  mg  1 
man.  Lieutenant  Morris  injured  in  the  leg.  Monitor  hit  tliive  times 
uniniured.  She  and  the  Galena  are  at  City  Point.  1 ort  Royal  aim 
Stevens  are  at  Harden’s  Bluff.  All  quiet  here  and  at  Rorfolk.  1 an  * 
preparing  for  coming  events.  I hope  you  will  send  ten  regiments  over  _ 
if  they  should  not  be  required  to  ih  fend  Norfolk  they  would  be  readj 
for  the  onward  march.  1 thank  you  again  and  again  for  your  kind  aiu^ 
friendly  messages.  I will  take  care  that  you  have  no  cause  to  legieli 

your  confidence  or  appreciation  of  myself.  ^ 

JOHis  E.  AVOUL, 

Major- Ge7iera I,  Commanding. 


Washington  City,  May  18,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  AA^ool  : 

It  will  beimpossible  at  this  time  to  send  you  more  troops.  Five  gen 
erals  in  the  field  are  asking  for  troops,  and  there  are  none  to  give  them 
You  will  have  to  hold  fast  with  the  force  you  have. 

I had  the  pleasure  of  signing  your 

EDWIN  M.  oiANiiJA, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Potomac, 

May  18,  1862. 

General  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

1 White  House : 

I The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  one  division  of  your 
icorjis  to  Saint  Peter’s  Cliui  cb  to-morrow,  the  other  division  to  take  jiost 
I in  the  vicinity  of  New  Kent  Court-House,  iiicketing  toward  Jones’ 
I Bridge.  A sufficient  command  will,  however,  be  left  by  you  at  Cum- 
berland to  assist  in  breaking  up  the  depot  in  that  place  and  to  guard 
the  public  property  there  for  the  time  being. 

When  the  stores  are  all  removed  the  detachment  will  rejoin  its  proper 
command. 

Please  acknowledge  this  dispatch. 

By  order  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  12.‘>.  ) Ca7np  near  White  House ^ Fa.,  May  18,  1862. 

I.  The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  has  been  called  to  the 
publication  of  letters  from  officers  and  others  connected  with  this  army 
icontaining  information  which  must  have  been  of  much  value  to  the 
lenemy  should  it  have  reached  him. 

To  communicate  precise  intelligence  of  the  strength,  position,  or  move- 
ments of  tin*  army  in  private  letters,  not  designed  for  publication,  is 
litself  highly  improper,  and  liable  to  prove  of  serious  disadvantage  to 
our  operations  ; but  wlien  such  intelligence  is  allowed  to  pass  into  the 
public  prints  the  proceeding  deserves  grave  censure,  it  indeed  the 
offense  does  not  become  one  demanding  the  exaction  of  the  i enalty  de- 
nounced by  the  law  for  giving  information  to  the  enemy. 

Henceforth  the  communication,  for  publication,  of  any  intelligence 
likely  to  prove  of  advantage  to  the  enemy  is  jirohibited  ; and  the  utmost 
fcircumspection  is  enjoined  u|)on  correspondents  in  their  private  letters. 

I I.  The  publication  of  official  reports  of  military  events,  or  the  circu- 
lation of  copies  of  the  same,  for  pr.vate  puriioses,  in  advance  of  their 
having  reached  the  War  Department  and  of  the  authorization  of  their 
[mblicaiion  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  is  improper  and  unmilitaiy,  and 
is  strictly  jirohibited. 

Official  reports  are  the  property  of  the  Government ; they  cannot  be 
published  or  put  in  circulation  without  the  consent  of  the  proper  au- 
thority. 

HI.  The  forces  commanded  by  Brig.  Gens.  F.  J.  Porter  and  W.  B. 
Branklin  are  designated  the  Fiftii  and  Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  May  19,  1862. 

(Beceived  May  20,  10.20  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

The  desponding  tone  of  General  McClellan  in  calling  for  more  troops 
induced  me  to  ask  for  more  troops.  The  calling  for  troops  on  his  part 
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creates  a suspicion  of  weakness,  and  consequently  may  lead  to  defeat. 
It  is  therefore  I called  for  more  troops,  to  he  ready  to  meet  coming 
events  foreshadowed  by  calls  made  on  the  Government.  The  Sixteenth 
[Massachusetts]  Regiment,  with  a section  of  artillery  and  a squadrou  of 
dragoons,  occupies  Suffolk.  I intend  sending  a greater  force  as  soon 
as  I can  forward  supplies.  I will  have  cars  running  on  the  railroad  in 
two  or  three  days,  and  the  telegraph  line  established  in  the  course  of 
two  days  to  Suffolk,  and  I am  informed  it  will  be  established  between 
Fort  Monroe  and  Cherrystone  Greek  to-morrow. 

The  principal  part  of  my  forces  is  at  Norfolk  and  in  advance  of  the 
naval  station,  and  near  the  intrenchments  facing  toward  Suffolk.  The 
rebels  tore  up  the  rails  for  some  distance  from  Suffolk  leading  to  here, 
and  burned  the  bridge  that  crosses  Blackwater  River.  It  is  reported 
that  they  destroyed  all  the  bridges  on  the  Roanoke  Railroad.  The  peo- 
ple of  Norfolk  have  shown  as  yet  no  disposition  to  acknowledge  the 
Government  of  the  United  States;  at  the  same  time  assert  with  confi- 
dence that  General  McClellan  will  be  beaten,  the  rebels  having  more 
than  100,000  men  in  and  around  Richmond.  I do  not  bebeve  the  latter 
statement,  yet  it  may  be  true. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Saint  Peter^s  Church.,  May  19,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : Richardsoffs  division  is  in  camp  at  this  place.  Sedg- 
wick’s division  at  the  junction  of  the  road  leading  past  Dr.  Mayo’s  house 
and  the  direct  road  from  New  Kent  Court-House  to  Bottom’s  Bridge, 
about  3 miles  from  this.  I cautioned  him  particularly  about  watching 
the  roads  leading  in  upon  our  left. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier-General.,  U.  S.  Army.,  Commanding. 


Tunstall’s  Station,  May  19,  1862 — 3 p.  m. 

(Received  May  20,  10.30  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Has  been  raining  again  to-day,  but  the  whole  army  has  neverthelesJ 
advanced.  Have  been  to  Bottom’s  Bridge  to-day.  Enemy  are  there 
Expect  our  reconnoitering  parties  to  be  at  New  Bridge  to-day.  Th< 
troops  well  together  and  in  hand.  Railway  in  good  order  between  Pa 
munkey  and  Chickahominy,  except  two  small  bridges,  which  weu 
burned. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Near  Tunstall’s  Station, 

May  20,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General : 

The  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  muster  out  the  Nintl 
New  York  Cavalry  were  duly  received.  Deeming  that  it  would  prov< 
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highly  injurious  to  the  public  service  to  discharge  here  a regiment  for 
the  most  part  in  a state  of  disaffection  I have  ordered  the  regiment  to 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  an  officer  to  be  designated 
by  you  to  muster  it  out,  and  I respectfully  request  that  you  will  please 
detail  an  officer  for  the  purpose. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-General 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  126.  j Camp  near  TunstaWs  Station^  Fa.,  May  20, 1862. 

When  forage  is  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  line  of  march  of  this  Army, 
brigade  quartermasters,  after  leaving  three  months’  supply  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  owners  and  their  families,  including  slaves,  at  the  rate 
of  a bushel  and  a half  per  month  for  each  person,  are  authorized  to  take 
the  remainder  for  the  use  of  the  Government  animals. 

An  accurate  account  will  be  kept  of  all  the  forage  thus  taken  and  re- 
ceipts given  to  the  owners  or  their  agents  for  the  same,  which  accounts 
will  be  paid  on  presentation  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  this  army, 
provided  the  owner  takes  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  j 
ff  the  oath  is  not  taken,  the  accounts  will  be  left  for  future  settlement 
by  the  Government  authorities.  No  other  persons  except  those  herein 
mentioned  will  be  permitted  to  take  property  of  any  description  from 
the  people  of  the  country  without  special  authority  from  these  head- 
quarters. ^ 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  153.  1 Garnp  near  TwistalVs  Station^  Fa.,  May  20,  1862. 

#***#*# 

XIY.  The  Artillery  Reserve  is  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Fifth  Pro- 
visional Army  Corps.  Colonel  Hunt  will  report  in  person  or  by  a staff 
officer  to  General  Porter  at  6 o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan ; 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S, 
Army,  cojnrnanding,  Jur  May  20,  1862. 


Command. 


Gen«*ral  staff ^ 

U.  S.  Engineers  \Duane)  

Engineer  Biigaiie  (Woodbury)  

Kognlai'  Cavali  N Keserve  (Cooke)  

Escort  to  headquarters  (McIntyre) 

Stiirges  Rifles  (Steel)  

Pr«ivost  guard  (A.  Porter) 

Regular  Arti'lery  Reserve  (Hunt) 

S ege  I rain  ( Tyler)  

Second  Army  Corps  (Sumner’s)*  

Third  Army  Corps  (Heintzelman’s)! 

Four  h Aniiy  (,'orps  (Keyes’)}  

Fifth  Provisional  Aimy  Corps  (Fitz  John  Por- 
t r’s)  § 

Sixth  Provi-ional  Arnny  C rps  (Franklin’s) |1 

Yoiktown  and  Gloiice.-.ter  (Van  Alen) 

Advance  guard  tS^oneman) 

Williamsburg  (Campbed) 

Total 


Present,  for 
duty. 

3 

CO 

£ 

p- 

CD  ^ 

t g 

Field  pieces  of 

artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Present  for 

eq  ippe 

Aggregate 

ent. 

Sri 

tij’l 

h” 

46 

46 

57 

4 

233 

237 

241 

281 

60 

1,243 

1,  298 

1,336 

1,697 

78 

1,  7p3 

1,  837 

1,  927 

2,  214 

4 

104 

105 

111 

144 

3 

76 

79 

79 

90 

37 

5.-.6 

583 

640 

734 

86 

1,802 

1,888 

1.  992 

3,  187 

"'io^ 

57 

1,  228 

1,  ”85 

1,  330 

1,  377 

792 

16,  945 

17, 664 

18, -278 

20,  892 

48 

76. 

17, 438 

18  199 

19,  731 

23,  3 U 

34 

864 

18,  059 

18,  869 

19  596 

25,  512 

38 

698 

14,  960 

15,  455 

16, 120 

19,  e45 

24 

872 

19.  212 

20,  C74 

20,  894 

24, 143 

44 

55 

1.  084 

1,  l:  9 

1,  171 

l,iG6 

152 

2,  949 

3, 101 

3, 166 

3,  588 

12 

24 

399 

423 

430 

476 

4,  599 

98,  071 

102,  236 

1)  7,  088 

128,  81.4 

3C0 

* Richardson's  and  Sedgwick’s  divisions.  i Hooker’s  and  Kt^aruy’s  divisions. 

jCouch’s  and  ('a'Cy’s  divisions.  §Moreir8  and  Sykes’  divisions. 

II  Slocum’s  and  W.  F.  Smith’s  divisions. 


Washington  City, 

ilftt?/  21,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Your  long  dispatcli  of  yesterday  [to-day]  just  received.*  You  will 
have  just  such  control  of  General  McDowell  and  his  forces  as  you 
therein  indicate.  McDowell  can  reach  you  by  land  sooner  tlian  he  could 
get  aboard  of  boats,  if  the  boats  were  ready  at  Fredericksburg,  unless 
his  inarch  shall  be  resisted,  in  which  case  the  force  resisting  him  will 
certainly  not  be  confronting  you  at  Kichmond.  By  land  1 e c<in  reach 
you  in  five  days  after  starring;  whereas  by  water  he  would  not  reach 
you  in  two  weeks,  judging  by  ])ast  experience.  Franklin’s  single  divis- 
ion did  not  reach  you  in  ten  days  after  I ordered  it. 


A.  LINCOLN, 
President  United  States, 


•McClellan’s,  May  21,  1862—12.10  p.  in. 
Hon.  PL  M.  Stanton,  Seci  etary  of  War : 

Notwithstanding  rain  of  last  night,  everything  has  advanced  except 
headquarters  camp.  Franklin  is  at  Cold  Harbor,  3 miles  Irom  New 
Bridge ; Porter  a few  miles  behind  him.  Our  light  troops  have  crossed 
at  Bottom’s  Bridge,  and  reconnaissance  now  being  jiushed  bej'ond  to 
ascertain  position  of  enemy.  All  goes  well.  Weather  is  again  cloudy. 
I am  starting  for  Bottom’s  Bridge  and  Cold  Harbor,  returning  to  this 
camp  to  night. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General.)  Commanding. 


See  Part  I,  p.  28, 
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Washington,  May  21,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

I have  just  been  waited  on  by  a large  committee,  who  present  a peti- 
tion signed  by  twenty-three  Senators  and  eighty-four  Representatives, 
asking  mo  to  restore  General  Hamilton  to  his  division.  I wish  to  do 
this,  and  yet  1 do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  rebuking  you. 

Please  answer  at  once. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


McClellan’s,  May  21,  1862. 

(Received  9 p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Have  just  returned  from  Bottom’s  Bridge ; was  a mile  on  other  side. 
Reconnaissance  on  heels  of  enemy,  who  ])robably  did  not  like  the 
skirmish  of  yesterday.  Bridge  will  be  repaired  by  to-morrow  morning 
and  others  constructed.  All  the  corps  have  advanced  to-dav. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 


Fort  Monroe,  May  21,  1862. 


I All  quiet,  and  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate,  except  at  City 
iPoint.  ^1  he  chiet  engineer  of  the  steamer  Massachusetts,  doctor,  and 
jsignal  officer  went  on  shore,  leaving  the  master’s  mate  with  6 of  the  crew 
|in  the  boat.  A bout  fifteen  minutes  after  landing  the  boat  was  bred  into 
by  a party  ot  rebels,  killing  the  master’s  mate  and  1 man  and  severely 
iwounding  3 others,  one  of  whom  has  since  died,  leaving  but  1 man  in 
the  boat  unharmed,  who  escaped  with  the  boat.  The  chief  engineer, 
doctor,  signal  officer,  and  2 men  were  taken  prisoners  and  sent  to  Pe- 
tersburg. The  Navy  is  unfortunate. 


JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 


The  operator  at  Fort  Monroe  thinks  the  general  means  Wachusett 
instead  of  Massachusetts. 


W.  D.,  Op. 


Cold  Harbor, 

May  22,  1862—12.30  p.  m. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln,  President: 

Your  dispat(di  just  received.  The  disci})line  of  the  Army  will  not  per- 
mit the  restoration  of  General  Hamilton  to  his  division.  Since  the  mat- 
ter is  pressed  as  it  is  1 teel  obliged  to  state  what  I did  not  care  to  before, 
yiz,  that  General  Ilrtinilton  is  not  fit  to  command  a division.  The  task 
before  me  is  too  serious  to  i)ermit  me  to  hesitate  when  called  iii)on  to 
express  an  opinion.  The  cause  of  his  removal  from  this  army  was  am- 
ple to  justify  me  in  the  course  pursued.  You  cannot  do  anything  bet- 
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ter  calculated  to  injure  my  army  and  dimini  sli  the  probabilities  of  success 
in  the  approaching  battle  now  imminent  than  to  restore  General  Hamil- 
ton to  his  division.  I earnestly  protest  against  any  such  action,  and  I 
trust  that  after  this  statement  you  will  not  think  of  sending  General 
Hamilton  back  to  this  army. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Opposite  Fredericlishurg,  May  22,  1862. 

Major-General  George  B.  McClellan: 

I have  received  the  orders  of  the  President  to  move  with  the  army 
under  my  command  and  co-operate  with  yours  in  the  reduction  of 
Richmond,  and  also  a copy  of  his  instructions  to  you  in  relation  to  that 
co-operation. 

Major-General  Shields  will  join  me  to-day.  As  soon  as  the  necessary 
prei)arations  for  the  march  can  be  completed,  which  I think  will  be  by 
the  24th  instant,  we  shall  set  forth  as  the  general  directions  ordered. 

There  is  in  front  of  us  to  impede  our  advance  the  secession  Army  of 
the  Rappahannock,  so  called,  under  the  command  of  Joseph  R.  Ander- 
son, of  the  Tredegar  Iron  Works.  His  force  is  from  12,000  to  15,000 
men,  mostly  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  troops. 

We  shall  engage  this  force  on  our  first  day’s  march,  as  they  are  now 
within  from  6 to  8 miles  of  us,  posted  on  and  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  Railroad,  and  in  a position  of  consider- 
able strength.  It  is  my  purpose  to  try  and  turn  this  position  by  throw- 
ing a force  on  their  left  flank  and  cut  off  their  opportunity  of  recei\dng 
any  re-enforcements  from  the  direction  of  Gordons vi lie,  and  at  the  same 
time  endeavor  to  save  the  railroad  bridges.  If  this  can  be  done,  another 
channel  of  supply  can  be  had  for  the  forces  going  against  Richmond 
that  cannot  fail  to  give  great  relief  to  the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary 
departments  of  your  army,  and  thus  facilitate  your  operations.  We 
cannot  rely  on  this  at  first,  because  they  now  occupy  the  line,  and  I am 
told  are  prepared  to  destroy  the  bridges  if  they  are  forced  to  fall  back. 

I beg  to  ask  to  what  extent  can  I rely  on  co-operation  from  you  in 
my  present  movements  in  the  way  of  your  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy  upon  Richmond,  where  they  would  add  12,000  to  the  forces 
against  you,  and  in  saving  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Pamunkey, 
and  to  what  points  on  the  Pamunkey  can  you  extend  your  right  to  join 
me,  and  to  what  point  can  you  cause  supplies  to  be  placed  for  my  com- 
mand, and  by  what  date  can  I count  on  finding  them  ready  for  me  ? I 
shall  require  subsistence  for  38,000  men  and  forage  for  11,000  animals. 

IRVm  MCDOWELL, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 
Near  Bottonds  Bridge,  Va.,  May  22,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Sir  : Brigadier -General  Casey  reports  the  death  of  Brigadier- Gen- 
eral Keim,  late  in  command  of  tlie  Second  Brigade  of  his  division. 
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This  melancholy  event  leaves  a vacancy  which  I trust  will  be  filled  im- 
mediately by  the  assignment  of  an  energetic  brigadier  to  that  brigade. 

The  division  of  Brigadier-General  Casey  shows  a falling  off  in  effect- 
ive strength  since  March  30  of  3,577.  This  computation  gives  credit 
for  the  regiment  detached  a few  days  ago  and  is  sufficiently  alarming. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps, 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

May  22,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Herewith  I transmit  the  copy  of  a letter  forwarded  by  me  this  day  to 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  as  follows  : • 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date, 
in  which  you  state  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  ordered  you  to  take  all  the 
navy  ordnance  stores  from  Fort  Monroe  and  put  them  at  Fort  Norfolk.  In  reply  I 
would  remark  that  Fort  Norfolk  was  surrendered  to  the  troops  under  my  command  on 
the  19th  instant  by  the  rebels  at  Norfolk.  I cannot,  therefore,  permit  the  Navy  to  take 
possession  of  it  without  an  order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

JOHNT  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General, 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

May  23,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  copy  of  my  letter  of  this  date  to 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  as  follows; 


From  the  information  I have  received  I cannot  permit  the  Navy  to  take  possession 
I of  any  of  the  works,  including  the  navy-yard  or  depot  in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  all 
I having  been  surrendered  to  me  and  taken  possession  by  the  troops  under  my  com- 
1 mand,  without  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  the  Secretary  of 
I War. 


! 

! P.  S. — Please  answer. 


JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 

JOHNT  E.  WOOL. 


i Fort  Monroe,  May  23,  1862. 

I (Eeceived  8.15  a.  m.) 

I Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  telegraph  wires  being  down  between  this  and  the  Headquarters 
i of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  send  you  the 
I following  dispatch  from  General  McClellan : 

1 [From  Headquarters  Army  Potomac,  Cold  Harbor,  23d.] 

I 

1 To  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe : 

I Dispatch  received.  Much  obliged  for  the  information,  which  corroborates  much  that 
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have  heard  from  other  Ronrces.  I would  he  glad  to  have  you  communicate  the  same 
to  Washington.  I have  crossed  the  Chickahomiuy  at  Bottom’s  Bridge.  Am  making 
four  biidges  there,  aud  constructing  a rough  ieU-de-pnrii.  Shall  do  the  sanu*  at  tue 
other  bridges  belbre  advancing  in  force  to  the  attack.  My  headtiuarters  ate  now 
about  3 tidies  IVom  New  Bridge.  I expect  a desperate  battle  against  su[)eiior  force, 
bu(.  am  so  placed  that  I have  no  choice  but  to  give  ii,  and  trust  to  my  own  resources 
to  overcome  the  difficulties.  Will  j-our  position  permit  you  to  assist  me  by  garrison- 
ing Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  aud  White  House?  It  would  be  a great  obligation. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Three  Miles  from  New  Bridge, 

Cold  Harbor,  May  23,  1802. 


Hod.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretory  of  War : 

We  are  hard  at  work  at  Bottom’s  Bridge,  building  four  bridges  and 
covering  the  debouche.  Are  now  reconnoitering  New  and  Meadow 
Bridges.  Have  my  communications  well  covered  and  everything  well 
in  hand. 


GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  23,  1802 — 11.45  p.  m. 

General  E.  D.  Keyes: 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  it  is  probable 
the  part  of  the  army  here  will  cross  the  Chickahominy  to-morrow  or 
the  day  following,  and  he  regards  it  as  a matter  of  importance  that 
you  should  push  forward  your  advance  to-morrow  to  the  Seven  Pines, 
spoken  of  in  my  dispatch  of  this  evening. 

The  general  is  much  surprised  that  a deserter  from  the  rebel  army, 
who  gives  his  name  as  James  A.  Beale,  and  states  that  he  gave  himself 
up  to  your  pickets  on  the  17th  instant,  has  not  been  sent  to  these  head- 
quarters until  to-day. 

This  man  communicates  important  information,  which  should  have 
been  made  known  before.  You  will  please  take  ste])S  to  have  all  j)er- 
sons  that  come  within  your  lines  from  the  enemj^  in  future  sent  at  once 
to  these  headquarters,  after  obtaining  from  them  such  information  as 
relates  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  immediately  in  your  front, 
which  should  not  consume  more  than  thirty  minutes’  time  after  he 
reaches  your  headquarters. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  127.  1 Camp  near  Cold.  Harbor,  Va.,  May  23,  1802. 

Each  brigade  commander  will  detail  daily  two  companies,  under  a 
field  officer,  to  march  in  rear  of  the  brigade  train  as  a guard.  The 
field  officer  will  be  responsible  that  the  train  keeps  closed. 

If  trains  meet  on  the  roads,  those  advancing  toward  the  enemy  will 
pass  first,  and  those  going  to  the  rear  will  halt,  if  there  is  not  room  to 


Chap,  XXIII.  1 


CORREiSPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


189 


pass  while  in  motion.  Trains  which  do  not  leave  their  camps  at  the 
hours  designated  in  orders  from  headquarters  will  give  way  for  others 
that  come  in  contact  with  them  upon  the  line  of  march. 

A surgeon  or  assistant  surgeon  will  march  with  the  rear  guard  of 
each  brigade,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  examine  every  man  who  leaves 
the  ranks  and  remains  behind.  If  he  is  unable  to  march  he  will  be 
placed  in  an  ambulance;  otherwise  the  rear  guard  will  take  him  pris- 
oner and  force  him  to  go  forward. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


McClellan’s,  Va.,  May  24,  18G2. 

General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

A djutant-  General  : 

I respectfully  request  that  if  possible  an  infantry  regiment  be  sent  to 
the  White  House,  on  the  Pamunkey,  our  princij)al  depot,  to  remain  as 
a guard  at  that  i)lace.  I cannot  well  spare  a regiment  from  the  active 
army  now  before  Eichmoncl  for  this  duty,  and  have  thought  that  one 
might  perhaps  be  furnished  from  the  reserve  regiments  of  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania. 

Please  inform  me  whether  request  can  be  complied  with. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


May  24,  18G2. 

Major-General  Wool,  Fort  Monroe: 

It  is  very  desirable  that  you  would  send  a regiment  to  garrison 
White  House,  on  the  Pamunkey,  for  General  McClellan,  if  it  can  be 
done.^  The  President  is-  anxious  you  should  do  it,  if  possible,  as  we 
can  send  him  nothing  from  here.  Please  answer. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  May  24,  18G2. 

(Beceived  10.25  ji.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

If  Major-General  McClellan  cannot  sustain  himself  with  the  forces 
he  has  with  him  and  his  large  train  of  artillery  he  will  not  be  able  to 
do  it  with  a regiment  from  my  command.  Norfolk  ought  to  be  main- 
tained. If  McClellan  should  be  driven  back,  he  has  West  Point  and 
Yorktown  to  fall  back  ui)on,  and  at  least  a part  of  the  Navy  to  sustain 
him.  I do  not  ap])rehend  such  a result.  Bumors  are  rife  that  the 
rebel  army  is  leaving  Bichmond,  and  his  advance  is  within  5 miles  of 
Bichmond. 

I am  preparing  to  ship  forward  my  troops  to  Suffolk  and  beyond, 
depending  on  circumstances.  Most  of  my  troops  are  in  advance  of 
Noriolk.  If  General  McClellan  should  be  driven  back,  I shall  stand 
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in  greater  need  of  troops  to  keep  Norfolk  than  he  will  to  sustain  him- 
self at  /West  Point  and  Yorktown,  with  gunboats  to  support  him.  If  I 
had  as  many  troops  as  the  general,  I would  not  ask  for  more.  I would 
march  and  take  Eichmond,  which  I have  no  doubt  General  McClellan 
will  do.  The  forces  of  the  rebels  are  by  no  means  equal  to  his.  De- 
serters and  contrabands  from  Eichmond  say  the  rebel  army  is  leaving 
Eichmond.  They  are,  at  least  most  of  them,  pressed  into  the  army 
against  their  wiU,  and  not  to  be  relied  on  in  time  of  need.  I cannot 
spare  General  McClellan  a regiment.  He  does  not  want  it. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 


Navy  Department, 

May  24,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : The  rebels  having  left  the  navy-yard  at  Gosport,  this  Depart- 
ment, with  a view  of  securing  and  preserving  the  public  property  per- 
taining to  the  Navy,  which  is  exposed  and  deteriorating,  ordered  Com- 
mander John  W.  Livingston  to  repair  thither  and  take  charge  of  the 
same.  I have  also  directed  a carpenter,  machinist,  and  others  to  report 
to  him  for  duty.  Laborers  have  also  been  ordered  to  service  under  his 
supervision. 

As  usual,  a marine  force  was  detailed  for  the  ordinary  police  and 
military  duty  at  the  yard,  but  I am  informed  by  a dispatch  from  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborough  that  General  Wool  refuses  to  allow  the  Navy  to 
take  possession  of  the  navy-yard  without  orders  from  the  President  or 
Secretary  of  War. 

E would  therefore  respectfully  request  that  you  give  the  necessary 
order  to  General  Wool  to  deliver  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  posses- 
sion of  the  yard  and  naval  property. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

'[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


McClellands  Headquarters, 

May  24,  1862. 

The  President: 

Telegram  of  4 p.  m.  received.*  I will  make  my  calculations  accord- 
ingly. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  156.  1 Gamp  near  Cold  Harbor May  24,  1862. 

##***♦# 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Sickles  having  reported  to  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, in  imrsuance  of  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  will  report 
to  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker  for  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of 
his  division.  Third  Corps. 

V.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Abercrombie  is  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 


• See  Part  I,  p.  30. 


Chap.  XXHI.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


191 


Second  Brigade  of  Hooker^s  division,  Third  Corps,  and  will  report  to 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  K.  Conch,  commanding  division.  Fourth  Corps,  for  the 
temporary  command  of  Graham^s  brigade. 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Wessells,  when  relieved  by  Brigadier-General 
Abercrombie,  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey" for  the  command  of 
the  brigade  of  his  division  lately  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  William  H. 
Keim. 

**##*#* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Cold  Harhor^  May  25,  1862 — 10.30  p.  m. 
General  P.  St.  G.  Cooke, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General:  It  has  been  reported  to  the  commanding  general  this 
evening  that  a Hr.  Pollock,  living  at  or  near  Hanover  Court-House, 
was  heard  to  say  that  a force  of  17,000  men  would  be  at  Hanover  Court- 
House  to-morrow — rebel  troops.  The  general  desires  you  to  send  out 
one  of  your  regiments  along  the  road  leading  from  your  present  posi- 
tion crossing  the  Totopotomoy  and  Crump’s  Creeks,  in  the  direction  of 
Hanover  Court-House,  and  direct  the  officers  in  command  to  examine 
carefully  all  the  roads  leading  into  the  road  he  travels  j to  examine  all 
white  and  colored  persons  he  can  find,  and  endeavor  to  gain  information 
regarding  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Please  direct  him  to  push  forward  his  reconnaissance,  feeling  his  way 
carefully,  and  keeping  out  scouts  and  flankers  when  he  gets  into  a 
locality  where  he  can  be  surprised,  and  go  as  far  toward  Hanover  fyourt- 
House  as  he  can  with  safety. 

Colonels  Warren  and  Tyler,  with  Bush’s  Lancers,  are  now  at  the  Old 
Church,  and  have  to-day  thrown  forward  reconnoitering  parties  toward 
the  Court  House.  They  are  on  the  right  of  the  road  that  your  command 
will  march,  and  your  officers  should  be  informed  that  they  will  be  likely 
to  meet  with  some  of  these  troops. 

[ Rush’s  Lancers  can  readily  be  distinguished.  Should  your  party 
meet  with  any  persons  who  can  give  important  information  they  will 
he  sent  back  at  once  to  these  headquarters. 

[ Your  men  should  go  light,  well  provided  with  cartridges,  starting 
|3arly  in  the  morning,  and  they  will  probably  be  able  to  return  the  same 
jaight. 

! The  facts  regarding  the  report  alluded  to  should  be  thoroughly  inves- 
ifigated  before  the  party  returns. 

: Please  direct  the  officer  in  command  to  gain  all  the  information  in 
ais  power  about  the  movements  of  rebel  troops  along  the  Virginia  Cen- 
tral Railroad  during  the  past  week. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


jEkeral  Orders,  > Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

^7o.  128.  ) Camp  near  Cold  Harbor^  Va.,  May  25,  1862. 

I.  Upon  advancing  beyond  the  Chickahominy  the  troops  will  go  pre- 
)ared  lor  battle  at  a moment’s  notice,  and  will  be  entirely  unencumbered^ 
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With  the  exception  of  ambulances,  all  vehicles  will  be  left  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Chickahoininy  and  carefully  parked.  The  men  will  leave 
their  knapsacks  packed  -with  the  wagons,  and  will  carry  three  days 
rations  in  their  liaversacks.  The  arms  will  be  put  in  perfect  order  be- 
fore the  troops  march,  and  careful  inspection  made  of  them,  as  well  as 
of  the  cartridge  boxes,  which  in  all  cases  will  contain  at  least  40  rounds. 
Twenty  additional  rounds  will  be  carried  by  the  men  in  their  pockets. 
Commanders  of  batteries  will  see  that  their  limber  and  caisson  boxes 
are  filled  to  their  utmost  capacity. 

Commanders  of  army  corps  will  devote  their  personal  attention  to  the 
fulfillment  of  these  orders,  and  will  personally  see  that  the  i>roper  ar- 
rangements are  made  for  parking  and  properly  guarding  the  trains  and 
surplus  baggage,  taking  all  the  stei)s  necessary  to  insure  their  being 
brought  iirompily  to  the  front  when  needed.  They  vill  also  take  steps 
to  prevent  the  ambulances  from  interfering  with  the  movement  of  any 
troops.  These  vehicles  must  follow  in  rear  of  all  the  troops  moving  by 
the  same  road.  Sufficient  guards  and  stafi;*  officers  will  be  detailed  to 
carry  out  these  orders. 

The  ammunition  wagons  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  to  their 
respective  brigades  and  batteries  at  a moment’s  warning,  but  will  not 
cross  the  Chickahominy  until  they  are  sent  for.  All  quartermasters 
and  ordnance  officers  are  to  remain  with  their  trains. 

II.  In  the  a[)proaching  battle,  the  general  commanding  trusts  that 
the  troops  will  preserve  the  discipline  which  he  has  been  so  anxious  to 
enfi  rce  and  which  they  have  so  generally  observed.  He  calls  ui)on  all 
officers  and  soldiers  to  obey  promptly  and  intelligently  all  orders  they 
may  receive. 

Let  them  bear  in  mind  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  has  never  yet 
been  checked;  let  them  preserve  in  battle  i)erfect  coolness  and  confi- 
dence, the  sure  forerunners  of  success. 

They  must  keep  well  together;  throw  away  no  shots,  but  aim  carefully 
and  low,  and  above  all  things  rel3’  upon  the  bayonet.  Commandeis  of 
regiments  are  reminded  of  the  great  responsibility  that  rests  upon  them  ; 
upon  their  coolness,  judgment,  and  discretion  the  destinies  ot  their  regi- 
ments and  the  success  of  the  da.y  will  det)end. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS,  , 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

May  20,  1862. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  President: 

1 have  lost  3,000  men  in  the  last  ten  days  by  sickness  and  casualties, 
in  addition  to  the  guards  I am  obliged  to  leave  behind  me.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  I have  no  child’s  iday  before  me,  and  that  General  Woof 
has  no  furlher  active  operations  in  contemplation,  I would  reciuest  that 
he  may  be  instructed  to  furnish  at  once  one  regiment  of  infantry  to 
garrison  Yorktown  and  Gloucester;  five  companies  of  infantry  and  four 
of  cavalry  for  Williamsburg;  one  regiment  and  five  companies  of  in-, 
fantr^"  to  garrison  White  House  and  the  railroad.  All  of  these  ])oints  up 
to  White  House  lie  in  Wool’s  department.  If,  in  addition  to  this,  more 
infantry  could  be  S}>ared  from  the  Department  of  Virginia  to  cover  iny 
right,  it  will  prevent  my  breaking  up  brigades  and  divisions,  and  give 
me  so  many'  more  reliable  men  in  the  battle.  I would  ask  a speedy 
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reply  to  this  that  I may  arrange  accordingly.  It  will  be  dangerous  to 
leave  troops  idle  in  such  an  emergency  as  this.  All  goes  quiet. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  G.,  May  27,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

General  Wool  has  been  requested  to  afford  you  the  force  which  you 
desired  for  garrison  purposes  on  Saturday  and  in  your  telegram  to  the 
the  President  of  yesterday.  He  feels  himself  unable  to  do  so  with  safety 
to  the  important  positions  requiring  to  be  held  in  his  department.  In 
order  therefore  to  supply  your  wants  two  regiments  of  infantry  and 
one  of  artillery,  now  on  their  way  from  New  York,  will  be  forwarded  to 
Yorktown  from  Baltimore,  to  be  followed  by  other  forces  if  you  should 
aeed  them.  Have  you  arms  and  equipments  for  any  unequipped  troops  I 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

— 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  27,  1862.  (Received  12  p.  m.) 

Bon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

I am  glad  to  learn  that  additional  re-enforcements  are  on  their  way 
:o  Yorktown.  They  will  assist  me  greatly  in  my  operations.  We  have 
jome  6,000  unserviceable  arms  at  the  White  House  and  a supply  of 
immunition,  but  no  spare  equipments.  I advise  that,  if  possible,  the 
troops  ordered  here  come  armed  and  equipped. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  New  Bridge.,  May  27, 1862 — 2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  4.30  p.  m.) 

Bon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 


Very  severe  storm  last  night  and  this  morning  has  converted  every- 
thing into  mud  again  and  raised  Chickahominy.  Richmond  papers 
:irge  Johnston  to  attack,  now  he  has  us  away  from  gunboats.  I think 
le  is  too  able  for  that.  I communicated  with  gunboats  yesterday  by  a 
small  party.  Am  not  yet  ready  to  co-operate  with  them.  Every  day 
iS  making  our  result  more  sure  and  I am  wasting  no  time.  Rather 
leavy  firing  in  direction  of  Porter,  from  whom  I expect  good  news  in 
b few  hours.  What  about  General  Banks*?  Am  obliged  for  the  prom- 
Bed  re-enforcements. 


GEc.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
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McClellan’s,  May  27,  1862—11.20  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  May  28 — 12.20  a.  m.) 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Stoneinan  has  captured  an  engine  and  six  cars  on  Central  Eailroad. 
Sent  them  to  communicate  with  Porter.  The  railway  communications 
of  Eichmond  are  not  as  safe  as  they  used  to  be.  Nothing  new  from 
Porter.  All  is  progressing  very  well.  Please  prevent  the  newspapers 
jfrom  publishing  as  much  as  they  do  now.  They  give  the  enemy  too 
much  information.  Notwithstanding  the  trouble,  I would  be  glad  to 
have  them  required  to  submit  all  letters  as  well  as  telegraphs  to  these 
headquarters. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 


May  27,  1862—6.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

General  Banks  made  good  his  retreat  across  the  river  at  Williams- 
port, saving  nearly  all  his  trains  and  with  small  loss  to  his  command. 
Eeports  indicate  that  Jackson  has  fallen  back  rapidly.  Shields  and 
Fremont  are  after  him.  It  is  hoped  that  he  may  yet  be  caught.  The 
Manassas  road  from  Front  Eoyal  to  Thoroughfare  Gap  was  destroyed. 
A strong  force,  under  General  Saxton,  holds  Harper’s  Ferry.  McDowell’s 
force  has  advanced  toward  Hanover  Junction,  18  miles  below  Fredericks- 
burg, but  found  no  force  in  front  of  them.  The  position  of  Anderson  is 
not  known,  nor  that  of  Jackson.  We  shall,  I hope,  be  able  to  send  you 
strong  re-enforcements  in  two  or  three  days,  if  you  need  them,  as  fast 
as  they  come  in  from  the  States  and  transportation  can  be  had.  The 
Vanderbilt  has  been  ordered  around  to  Annapolis  to  receive  them. 

The  attack  upon  Banks  was  a bold  and  sudden  push  by  Jackson,  that 
surprised  the  troops  at  Front  Eoyal.  The  affair  has  served  to  quicken 
the  spirit  in  the  States,  and  will  bring  in  fresh  troops  with  rapidity. 

It  may  save  some  time  if  you  find  that  you  have  arms  and  equip- 
ments to  forward  them,  to  be  armed  on  reaching  Yorktown.  I have 
assumed  that  to  be  the  proper  place  to  send  them.  But  if  you  would 
rather  have  them  at  some  other  place,  please  mention  it. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


McClellan’s,  May  27,  1862 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I find  some  of  the  newspapers  frequently  publish  letters  from  their  ^ 
correspondents  with  this  army,  giving  important  information  concern- 
ing our  movements,  positions  of  troops,  &c.,  in  i)ositive  violation  of  i 
your  orders.  As  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  ascertain  with  certainty 
who  these  anonymous  writers  are,  I beg  to  suggest  that  another  order  . 
be  ])ublished  holding  the  editors  responsible  for  its  infraction.  - 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac 
May  2,1^  1862 — 10.30  p.  m.  (Eeceived  May  28—4.30  a.  m.) 
Bon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Dispatches  of  C.30  received.  Glad  to  hear  that  affairs  in  the  Shenan- 
ioah  are  not  so  bad  as  they  first  seemed. 

It  I can  be  informed  of  the  number  of  each  regiment  destined  for  me 
md  when  it  sails  I will  send  instructions  to  Yorktown  as  to  its  final 
lestmation.  I shall  be  glad  to  have  whatever  you  can  give  me  par- 
icularly  of  dmciplmed  troops.  I have  no  spare  arms.  • No  further  dis- 
latches  from  P orter.  I will  telegraph  the  moment  I hear  again.  Enemy 

dl^n  front  of  us^^^  stampeded— are  beating  the  long 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Washington,  May  28, 1862. 

lajor-General  McClellan; 

What  of  E.  J.  PortePs  expedition  ? Please  answer. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


' ’ McClellands  Headquarters, 

r.  „ May  28,  1862. 

Lis  Excellency  the  President  : 

Your  dispatch  to  General  McClellan  this  moment  received  and  dis- 
atched  by  special  messenger  to  him.  In  his  absence,  directing  opera- 

to  state  for  your  information  that  the 
oops  under  General  E.  J.  Porter  marched  more  than  20  miles  yester- 
ly  through  mud  and  rain,  fought  six  hours,  and  were  at  the  close  of 

kiUed  and  wounded,  including 
iose  of  the  enemy,  to  be  buried  and  cared  for,  with  500  or  600  prisoners 
' be  guarded,  which  prevented  General  Porter  from  pressing  forward 
St  night  to  cat  the  Eredericksburg  and  Eichmond  Eailroad.  This 
ill  be  done  to-morrow.  The  prisoners  that  were  taken  yesterday,  and 
e here  now,  say  that  they  were  ordered  to  re-enforce  Jackson  via 
anover  Junction,  and  were  ordered  back  to  Eichmond.  It  is  there- 
re  presumed  that  this  is  the  same  force  referred  to  bv  General  King 
very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

fbrm^'*'^^  prisoners  already  taken  number  at  least  700, 1 am  credibly 


McClellanDs  Headquarters, 

^ , May  28,  1862. 

m.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Porter’s  command,  under  Major 
llnams,  Sixth  Cavalry,  destroyed  the  South  Anna  railroad  bridge 
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about  9 a.  m.  to-day.  A large  quantity  of  Confederate  public  property 

was  also  destroyed  at  Ashland  this  morning.  ^ ^ mAEOY 

Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

N'ew  Bridge^  May  28,  1862. 

'Hoh.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

General  McClellan  is  now  at  Hanover  Court-House,  where  he  may 
remain  overnight.  The  results  of  the  battle  of  yesterday,  as  far  as 
ascertained,  are  as  follows,  viz  : Our  loss  300  killed  and  wounded— none 
missing ; enemy’s  loss  at  least  500  killed  and  wounded.  Our  troops 
buried  100  of  their  dead.  To-day  about  600  prisoners  already  m and 
continuing  to  come.  There  were  two  battles— the  first  near  the  Court- 
House  in  which  the  rebels  were  driven  from  their  positions,  and  re- 
treated some  distance,  when  they  were  re-enforced  and  came  back,  and 
after  a sharp  contest  they  were  again  badly  whipped  and  partially 
routed.  Our  cavalry  and  light  artillery  pursued  and  captured  the  pris- 
oners. The  victory  was  decisive,  and  the  prisoners  say  wdl  have  a very 
demoralizing  effect  upon  their  army.  These  troops  came  from  Gordous- 
ville,  and  are  from  North  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Many  of  those  from 
the  former  State  say  that  they  are  tired  of  the  war. 

Very  respectfully,  B.B.-MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staf. 


Headquaetees  Aemt  of  the  Potomac, 

May  28,  1862.  (Received  28th— 6.30  p.  m.) 

General  Loebnzo  Thomas: 

I urgently  request  that,  if  possible,  250  recruits  be  sent  to  this  army 
for  the  ligiit  batteries,  some  of  wliicb  are  to  a considerable  extenl 
crippled  for  the  want  of  men  to  serve  them.  To  meet  the  preseni 
exigency  I have  been  obliged  to  transfer  volunteers  to  the  ^atteriei 
temporarily,  but  this  arrangemeot  is  not  a satisfactory  one,  and  i trus^ 

that  the  recruits  asked  for  can  be  sn^b^l.  ^ 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major-  Genera  I,  Comm  anding. 


McClellan’s,  May  28,  1862. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I learn  that  there  are  5,000  serviceable  muskets  at  Fort  Monroei 
which  will  be  sent  at  once  .to  Yorktown.  The  Colonel  of  Ordnance  ha 
been  requested  by  telegraph  to  furnish  accouterments  for  these,  ihen 
are  also  at  least  5,000  muskets  at  White  House,  which  have  been  turne-i 
in  in  exchange  for  better  arms,  and  about  3,000  at  Yorktown.  Thes 
arms  are  at  present  more  or  less  unserviceable,  biit  instructions  hav 
been  ^-iven  for  their  immediate  repair,  and  they  will  doubtless  be  read 
for  issue  again  in  a few  days.  There  ^e,  however,  “*>  accouterment 
for  the  8,000  muskets  at  Yorktown  and  White  House,  and  I advise  tha 
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the  Colonel  of  Ordnance  he  directed  to  furnish  them  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 


Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  28,  1862 — 7.30  a.  m. 

General  Porter: 

After  I received  your  message  last  evening,  in  reply  to  my  inquiries 
per  Lieutenant  Farquhar,  I pushed  on  3 miles,  over  a very  marshy  road 
and  through  thick  woods  to  the  railroad,  12  miles  from  Piclimond.  I 
found  the  railroad  which  I had  torn  up  the  day  before  repaired,  and 
while  we  were  destroying  it  a train  of  four  cars  came  down,  which  we 
caught.  I sent  the  engine  and  tender  up  to  try  and  communicate  with 
you,  but  the  part}^  got  among  the  rebels  and  returned.  Night  coming 
on,  I encamped  on  the  road  and  sent  a piece  and  squadron  on  3 miles 
and  until  they  came  upon  a large  camp  on  the  turn])ike  leading  from 
Hanover  Court-House  to  Eichmond.  I have  this  morning  learned  that 
the  force  consists  of  Branch’s  division  of  North  Carolina  troops,  which 
has  since  been  added  to  by  two  regiments  of  Georgia  and  one  of  Vir- 
ginia troops  from  the  army  yon  defeated  yesterday.  The  train  we 
captured  had  upon  it  baggage  and  equipments  from  the  Second  North 
Carolina  Eegimeut. 

Under  these  circumstances  I thought  and  still  think  best  to  await 
further  instructions  from  headquarters.  The  road  from  the  railroad  to 
where  the  rebels  are  encamped  in  front  of  us,  3 miles,  is  through  dense 
woods  aud  over  marshy  ground,  and  altogether  impracticable  for  the 
operation  of  such  a force  as  I have  with  me — artillery  and  cavalry,  sup- 
ported by  about  1,100  infantry. 

Please  inform  me  of  what  you  have  done,  aud  your  future  move- 
ments, aud  oblige,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

GEOEGE  STONEMAN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Advance  Guard. 


^ May  28,  1862—1.15  a.  m. 

General  Sumner: 

Direct  Sedgwick  to  move  with  his  division  at  daylight  and  encamp 
near  Cold  Harbor,  and  await  further  orders.  This  is  merely  a measure 
of  precaution,  and  his  division  will  probably  return  to  your  camp. 

In  the  mean  time  you  will  hold  the  imx^ortant  position  which  you 
now  occupy,  keeping  a sharp  lookout  upon  all  the  movements  of  the 
enemy. 

By  command  of  General  McClellan : 

EDW.  McK.  HUDSON, 

I Aide-de-Camp. 


I Headquarters  Casey’s  Division, 

! At  Seven  Pines ^ May  28,  1862. 

I Captain:  In  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  general  command- 
ing the  Fourth  Corps  WArmee.,  I shall  proceed  to  give  a few'  reasons 
I for  what,  in  iny  opinion'  is  the  cause  of  the  great  loss  of  men  in  my 
'division  since  its  organization  in  Washington. 
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I had  been  engaged  since  September  last  in  receiving  the  regiments 
on  their  arrival  in  Washington,  and  initiating  them  in  their  duties. 
Something  like  120,000  had  thus  received  my  attention.  The  division 
which  had  been  organized  as  my  own  was  constantly  being  drawn  upon 
and  the  best  troops  generally  taken  out.  When  directed  to  fill  up  my 
division  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  field  I was  obliged  to  take  eight 
new  regiments,  which  had  arrived  in  Washington  only  a few  days  pre- 
vious, and  several  of  them  had  not  been  armed.  I thus  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  rid  of  the  incompetent  officers  who  are  always  found  in 
new  regiments.  I had  but  one  general  of  brigade,  and  he  inexperienced, 
and  not  one  full  brigade  staff.  I had  made  repeated  aiiplication  to  have 
a complete  organization,  so  necessary  to  the  proper  i)ei  formance  of  duty. 
I will  here  mention  that  I was  the  only  officer  of  the  Regular  Army  who 
was  on  duty  in  the  division,  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Bailey,  who 
was  assigned  to  me  as  chief  of  artillery  only  two  days  previous  to  march- 
ing. I was  not  able,  although  I had  applied  several  times,  to  procure 
the  assignment  of  one  experienced  officer  to  assist  me  as  staff^  officer. 

The  division  was  ordered  to  move  a few  days  after  the  assignment 
of  the  regiments,  but  the  movement  was  so  badly  timed  that  it  did  not 
arrive  in  Alexandria  until  late  at  night,  and  soon  after  it  commenced 
moving. 

Not  being  permitted  to  take  any  transportation  from  Alexandria  down 
the  river,  on  encamping  about  2 miles  from  Newport  News  I found  my- 
self without  any  means  to  transport  supplies  for  the  men  j that  duty 
for  several  days  was  performed  by  the  men.  After  waiting  about  two 
weeks  I managed  by  great  efforts  to  obtain  an  insufficient  supply  of 
transportation,  the  animals  having  been  evidently  culled  over  several 
times. 

In  advancing  to  Williamsburg  the  roads  were  in  such  a bad  condi- 
tion that  I found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  keep  the  troops  from  starva- 
tion. From  the  orders  which  I received  most  of  my  division  was  sep- 
arated from  their  knapsacks  or  shelter  tents  for  several  days.  Tlie 
exposure  to  the  miasma  of  the  Peninsula  was  a great  source  of  sickness. 

The  Ninety-third  New  York  Volunteers,  about  700  or  800  strong,  was 
detached  from  my  command  about  ten  days  since.  This,  of  course, 
should  be  deducted  from  the  difference  between  the  force  at  present  ih 
the  division  and  that  in  March. 

In  short,  I attribute  one-half  of  the  loss  to  the  following  causes : 

1st.  The  imperfect  brigade  organization. 

2d.  The  fact  that  eight  of  the  regiments  were  almost  entirely  new  at 
the  time  of  taking  the  field. 

3d.  The  incompetence  and  inefficiency  of  some  of  the  medical,  field, 
and  company  officers,  and  insufficiency  of  medical  supiilies. 

4th.  Mismanagement  in  logistics. 

I have  made  every  endeavor  to  remedy  the  above  mentioned  defects. 

The  other  half  of  the  loss  I attribute  to  sickness  from  unavoidable 
causes. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  CASEY, 

Brigadier- Oeneral  Volunteers^  Commanding  Division. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  xVrmy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  131.  ) Camp  near  New  Bridge^Va.^  May  28,  18(32. 

Second  Lieut.  George  A.  Custer,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  is  ap- 
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pointed  acting  aide-de-camp  to  the  commanding  general,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General, 


General  Orders,  1 Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

^2.  ) Fort  Monroe,  Fa.,  May  28,  1862. 

As  the  Navy  are  entitled  to  all  guns  and  property  recently  taken  in 
the  several  batteries  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  no  officer  of 
the  Army  will  interfere  with  any  disposition  of  the  same  that  may  be 
Blag-Officer  L.  M.  Golds  borough,  or  any  authorized  agent 
ot  the  Navy  Department,  except  the  intrenchments  and  guns  south  of 
the  navy-yard  and  Gosport. 

At  posts  where  there  are  troops  stationed  the  officers  of  the  Army  will 
render  such  aid  as  may  be  in  their  power  in  removinsr  the  sfuns  and 
property.  ^ ^ 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wool : 

. WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Washington,  May  29,  1862—10  a.  m. 

General  E.  B.  Marcy, 

McClellands  Headquarters : 

Yours  just  received.  I think  it  cannot  be  certainly  known  whether 
the  force  which  fought  General  Porter  is  the  same  which  recently  con- 
fronted McDowell.  Another  item  of  evidence  bearing  on  it  is  that 
General  Branch  commanded  against  Porter,  while  it  was  General 
Anderson  who  was  in  front  of  McDowell.  He  and  McDowell  were  in 
correspondence  about  prisoners. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


McClellands  Headquarters, 

May  29,  1862. 

His  Excellency  the  President  ; 


In  answer  to  your  dispatch  of  this  morning  I have  the  honor  to  state 
that  several  rebel  officers,  taken  prisoners  on  the  27th,  say  they  confi- 
dently expected  to  have  been  re-enforced  on  that  day  by  Andersoffis 
cjommand.  General  Porter  reports  that  South  Anna  railroad  bridge 
was  fired  this  morning,  and  a large  amount  of  Confederate  property 
destroyed  at  Ashland.  General  Porter’s  command  is  now  on  its  march 
back  to  this  place,  having  executed  his  instructions. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff, 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  D.  0.,  May  29,  1862—10.30  a.  m. 
ttajor-General  McClellan  : 

I i^ihk  we  shall  be  able  within  three  days  to  tell  you  certainly 
Whether  any  considerable  force  of  the  enemy,  Jackson  or  any  one  else. 
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is  moving  on  to  Harper’s  Ferry  or  vicinity.  Take  this  expected  devel- 
opment into  your  calculations. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Washington  City,  - 

May  29,  1862 — 6.30  p.  m. 


Major-General  McClellan  : 

One  of  the  New  York  regiments  just  arrived  at  Baltimore,  being 
poorly  armed  and  never  drilled,  I have  directed  General  Dix  to  retain 
it  and  send  forward  to  you  one  of  his  own  well-drilled  regiments. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

May  29,  1862. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : ' 

The  railroad  bridge  burned  this  morning  across  the  South  Anna 
Eiver  was  on  the  Kichmond  and  Fredericksburg  Eailroad.  The  bridge 
across  the  same  stream,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Eailroad,  was  burned 
yesterday.  The  bridges  over  the  South  Anna  Eiver  upon  both  rail- 
roads from  Saxton’s  Station  are  now  destroyed. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


McClellan’s,  May  29, 1862—11.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  bridge  destroyed  by  General  Porter’s  troops,  and  mentioned  in 
General  Marcy’s  dispatch,  was  on  the  Eichmond  and  Aquia  Creek 
Eailroad  over  the  South  Anna,  and  500  feet  in  length.  Later  to-day 
another  bridge  on  same  railroad  near  Ashland,  200  feet  long,  has  been 
totally  destroved  by  our  cavalry. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  \ War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

No.  120.  f Washington^  May  29,  1862. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  John  0.  Caldwell,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  to  Major-General  Mc- 
Clellan. 

# ■ * # * # * ♦ 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

L.  THOMAS, 

A (Ijutant-  General. 
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Washington,  May  30,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

The  enemy  attacked  Saxton  at  Harper^s  Ferry  this  morning  at  2 
o^clock,  and  he  is  now  crossing  the  river. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Washington  City,  D.  C., 

May  30,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

From  all  the  evidence  and  conflicting  reports  and  statements  that 
have  been  made  during  the  last  three  days  I am  satisfied  that  Ander- 
son’s force  has  not  joined  Jackson. 

The  force  under  Jackson  was  in  front  of  Harper’s  Ferry  at  sundown. 
During  the  night  there  appeared  to  have  been  a stampede,  but  we  are 
still  in  possession  there.  General  Saxton  commands,  but  his  troops  are 
new  volunteers,  very  much  affected  with  the  alarm  created  by  the  re- 
treat of  Banks. 

We  are  greatly  rejoiced  at  your  success  in  breaking  the  railroads  and 
destroying  the  bridges.  It  seems  to  me  the  enemy  will  feel  that  blow 
more  heavily  than  anything  since  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown. 

I had  an  inquiry  last  night  from  General  Mitchel,  at  Huntsville, 
whether  it  was  true  that  you  had  taken  Eichmond.  It  seems  the  re- 
port is  doAvn  there,  and  I hope  and  believe  that  I shall  soon  have  the 
pleasure  of  announcing  that  great  event. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


McClellan’s  Headquarters,  May  30,  1862 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Keceived  May  31,  1.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

A contraband  reports  that  Beauregard  arrived  in  Eichmond  day  be- 
fore yesterday  with  troops  and  amid  great  excitement.  I cannot  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  this,  but  give  it  for  what  it  may  be  worth  in  connection 
with  evacuation  of  Corinth.  Terrible  storm  this  afternoon  and  to-night  j 
roads  again  frightful.  Need  more  ambulances. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


' Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

31ay  30,  1862. 

General  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

Commanding  Department : 

1 explained  to  Captain  IMoses  to- day  General  McClellan’s  views  about 
the  condition  of  things  on  your  line,  which  he  has  no  doubt  given  you. 
In  addition  to  this  it  is  jiroper  to  say  that  he  expects  you  to  conduct 
and  control  all  the  operations  of  the  two  corps  now  on  the  Eichmond 
side  of  the  Chickahominy  Eiver,  and  to  give  General  Keyes  an^'  orders 
you  may  deem  needful  to  insure  the  safety  of  that  portion  of  the  army. 
Please  keep  us  informed  of  all  that  occurs  of  interest  within  the  limits 
of  your  command. 


E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff, 
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Headquarters  Old  Church, 

May  30,  1862. 

Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  whole  command  reached 
here  last  night  about  1 a.  m.  The  absence  of  the  trains  for  rations  from 
one  or  two  of  the  regiments  embarrassed  us  in  moving  from  here.  We 
shall  probably  set  ouf  in  the  cool. of  the  evening. 

We  made  prisoners  near  Ashland  yesterday  of  9 men  of  the  Fourth 
Virginia  Cavalry  and  3 men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  North  Carolina. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  a small  cavalry  force  of  50  or 
60  men  watching.  There  is  at  this  place  yet  about  70  barrels  of  flour 
and  about  25  bags  of  corn  meal,  besides  a few  naval  stores — Confederate 
property.  Trains  of  wagons  also  pass  this  way  yet  for  provisions.  I 
think  it  would  not  be  safe  to  leave  a small  guard  here  over  the  stores 
for  any  length  of  time,  and  even  the  wagon  trains  should  have  a small 
escort  after  we  are  withdrawn,  if  it  is  intended  to  use  this  as  a route. 
The  news  of  our  leaving  will  travel  very  rapidly  around  to  Eichmond 
from  Mrs.  Lee  and  others.  I found  this  morning  that  Mrs.  Major 
Dashiell,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  is  also  our  prisoner  here  at  the  ho- 
tel, her  presence  having  been  kept  a secret.  She  became  alarmed  and 
asked  for  protection  and  advice.  She  says  the  advance  of  our  pickets 
was  wholly  unexpected.  There  may  be  others  similarly  cooped  up. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I return  this  by  the  orderly  who  brought  up  instructions. 


Washington,  May  31,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

A circle  whose  circumference  shall  pass  through  Harper’s  Ferry, 
Front  Eoyal,  and  Strasburg,  and  whose  center  shall  be  a little  north- 
east of  Winchester,  almost  certainly  has  within  it  this  morning  the 
forces  of  Jackson,  Ewell,  and  Edward  Johnson.  Quite  certainly  they 
were  within  it  two  days  ago.  Some  part  of  their  forces  attacked  Har- 
per’s Ferry  at  dark  last  evening  and  are  still  in  sight  this  morning. 
Shields,  with  McDowell’s  advance,  retook  Front  Eoyal  at  11  a.  m.  yes- 
terday, with  a dozen  of  our  own  prisoners  taken  there  a week  ago,  150 
of  the  enemy,  two  locomotives,  and  eleven  cars,  some  other  property 
and  stores,  and  saved  the  bridge. 

General  Fremont,  from  the  direction  of  Moorefield,  promises  to  be  at 
or  near  Strasburg  at  5 p.  m.  to-day.  General  Banks  at  Williamsport 
with  his  old  force  and  his  new  force  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  is  directed  to 
co-operate.  Shields  at  Front  Eoyal  reports  a rumor  of  still  an  addi- 
tional force  of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  Anderson’s,  having  entered 
the  valley  of  Virginia.  This  last  may  or  may  not  be  true.  Corinth  is 
certainly  in  the  hands  of  General  Halleck. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge^  May  31,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 

Commanding  Regular  Cavalry : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  detach  two  squadrons  of 
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cavalry  to  proceed  at  once  to  Old  Church,  to  take  post  there  and  to  re- 
main until  relieved.  From  this  force  guards  will  be  detailed  to  be 
placed  over  the  Confederate  property  there,  and  also  over  the  houses 
of  Mrs.  General  Lee  and  Mrs.  Dashiell,  with  instructions  to  prevent 
any  communication' from  the  residents  with  the  rebel  lines. 

An  officer  will  be  sent  either  to  Colonel  Warren  (Sykes^  brigade  of 
regulars  near  these  headquarters)  or  to  Colonel  Eush  near  Cold  Har- 
bor, to  ascertain  the  location  of  the  property  and  premises  in  question. 

Great  vigilance  will  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  force  sent  to  Old 
Church.  Scouts  will  be  thrown  well  to  the  front  and  flanks  to  watch 
well  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Y.  COLBHEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the 
General  E.  Y.  Sumner: 


Potomac, 

May  31,  1862. 


You  will  cross  the  Chickahominy  Eiver  with  your  command  and 
march  at  once  to  the  support  of  General  Heintzelman. 

Send  out  strong  reconnaissance  to  the  right  toward  ISTew  Bridge  road 
and  Old  Town. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

New  Bridge^  May  31,  1862 — 5 p.  m. 
General  Heintzelman,  Commanding  Left  Wing : 

You  have  done  what  I expected  of  you  in  retrieving  the  disaster  of 
Casey.  With  the  remaining  five  divisions  you  should  hold  your  own, 
I will  post  everything  during  the  night,  so  as  to  be  able  to  cross  at 
iNew  Bridge  to-morrow.  Tell  Kearny,  Hooker,  and  Ord  [?]  that  I ex- 
pect them  to  hold  firm  and  repulse  every  and  any  .attack.  Eecapture, 
d possible,  any  guns  taken.  Keep  me  fully  informed  of  all  that  passes. 
Let  me  send  to  Washington  as  soon  as  possible  the  news  that  all  is 
right. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

Seven  Pines,  May  31,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Sir  : I send  by  my  aide  Lieut.  B.  C.  Chetwood,  who  is  the  aide  of 
I Maj.  Gen.  X E.  Johnston.  This  young  gentleman  was  handsomely 
I captured  by  our.  pickets  on  our  right,  and  near  the  place  examined  two 
j days  ago  by  Geqerals  Barnard  and  Humphreys,  where  the  enemy  was 
I drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  In  connection  with  the  appearance  of  this 
, young  officer  on  our  right  and  near  our  lines,  I will  state  that  the  gen- 
, era!  officer  of  the  day,  Colonel  Hunt,  of  Casey’s  division,  heard  the  cars 
running  through  the  night  continually. 

Yesterday  there  was  much  stir  among  the  enemy,  and  everything  on 
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his  part  indicates  an  attack  on  my  position,  which  is  only  tolerably 
strong  and  my  forces  are  too  weak  to  defend  it  properly.  Brigadier- 
General  Sumner  told  me  yesterday  he  should  probably  cross  the  Chick- 
ahominy  last  night.  If  he  did  so,  and  takes  post  nigh  the  Old  Tavern 
and  this  side,  I should  feel  much  more  secure  than  I do  now. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps, 


Number  of  mm  composing  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  Slsf  day  of  May,  1862. 


W),o 


General  staff,  Engineers,  Engineer  Brigade,  cavalry  division,  escort 
to  headquarters,  and  provost  guard. 

Second  Corps  (General  Sumner’s)  ..  j. 

Third  Corps  (General  Heintzelman  s) 

Fourth  Corps  (General  Keyes  ^ ^ 

Fifth  Provisional  Corps  

Sixth  Provisional  (I!orps  (General  Franklin  s) 

General  Van  Alen,  Yorktown  and  vicinity 


Third  am 


I gnartt 

d Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 


Grand  aggregate. 


4, 767 

17, 412 
16, 999 
17, 132 
17,  546 
19,  580 
1, 139 
2, 221 
1,  212 

98,  008 


Snd 


248  ! 1,333 


703 
1,  502 
1,  074 
976 
737 
82 
69 
33 


2,  571 

3,  910 
7,111 
4,394 
3,  928 

125 

302 

no 


iiLTS 

ua 

^ (D 
O 50 

h£ 

p- 


6,  348 

20,  686 
22,  411 
25,  317 
22,  916 
24,  245 
1,296 
2,  592 
1,  355 


5,374  23,784  127,166 


Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington^  D.  (7.,  December  31,  1862. 

Tt  is  hereby  certified  that  the  preceding  statement  is  accurately  com- 
piled ^0^  morning  report  of  the  31st  day  of  May,  1862,  signed  by 
Major-General  McClellan  and  his  assistant  adjutant-general,  Seth 
Williams,  and  now  on  file  in  this  office.  ^ ^ TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Statemmt  of  troops 


under  the  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E. 
Fort  Monroe,  June  1, 1862. 


Wool,  commanding  at 


Department  of  Virginia  ’ 
Grand  aggregate  - 


A egregate  pr  e s e i 
for  duty. 

Aggregate  on  sped 
duty,  sick,  and  in  s 
rest. 

1 Aggregate  absent. 

1 

Total  aggregate  pr 
eut  and  absent. 

1 11,514 

1,  483 

1 1,010 

1 14, 007 

11,514 

1,483 

l~17oiO 

• These  troops  were  placed  onder  the  command  of  M^or-General  McClellan  hy 
No.  57  from  the  Adjotant-General's  Oftce,  dated  June  1,  ltr62. 


General  Orde:& 
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Adjutant-General’s  Office, 
Washington^  D.  (7.,  Deccmher  31,  1862. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  preceding  statement  is  accurately  com- 
piled from  the  monthly  return  of  the  31st  day  of  May,  1862,  signed  by 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool  and  his  assistant  adjutant- general,  W. 
D.  Whipple,  and  now  on  file  in  this  office. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Washington  City,  D.  0., 

June  1,  1862 — 9.30. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

You  are  probably  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I suppose  he  made  the 
attack.  Stand  well  on  your  guard,  hold  all  your  ground,  or  yield  any 
only  inch  by  inch  and  in  good  order.  This  morning  we  merge  Gen- 
eral Wool’s  department  into  yours,  giving  you  command  of  the  whole, 
and  sending  General  Dix  to  Fort  Monroe  and  General  Wool  to  Fort 
McHenry.  We  also  send  General  Sigel  to  report  to  you  for  duty. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Washington  City,  D.  C., 

June  1,  1862 — 1.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

You  are  already  notified  that  General  Sigel  is  to  report  to  you  for 
duty.  I suggest  (do  not  order)  that  he  have  command  of  such  of  the 
forces  about  Fort  Monroe,  Norfolk,  Newport  News,  &c.,  as  you  may 
see  fit  to  put  into  active  service,  or  such  other  command  as  may  be 
suitable  to  his  rank. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  D.  G.,  June  1,  1862 — 5 p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan: 

Thanks  for  what  you  could  and  did  say  in  your  dispatch  of  noon  to-day 
to  the  Secretary  of  War.*  If  the  enemy  shall  not  have  renewed  the 
attack  this  afternoon,  I think  the  hardest  of  your  work  is  done. 

Shields’  advance  came  in  collision  with  part  of  the  enemy  yesterday 
evening  6 miles  from  Front  Koyal,  in  a direction  between  Winchester 
and  Strasburg,  driving  them  back,  capturing  a few  prisoners  and  one 
rifled  cannon.  Firing  in  that  direction  to-day,  heard  both  from  Har- 
per’s Ferry  and  Front  Koyal,  indicate  a probability  that  Fremont  has 
met  the  enemy. 

We  have  concluded  to  send  General  Sigel  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  so  that 
what  I telegraphed  you  about  him  this  morning  is  revoked.  Dix  goes 
to  Fort  Monroe  to-night. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


^ See  Part  I,  p.  749. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  1,  1862. 


Captain  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer^  Fort  Monroe  : 

A battle  commenced  yesterday' between  this  and  the  rebel  army, 
which  is  still  undecided.  Can  you  not  order  the  gunboats  on  James 
Kiver  to  move  up  as  near  Eichmond  as  possible.  It  would  undoubtedly 
prove  a good  co-operation  for  me.  Now  is  the  time  if  you  expect  to 
give  me  any  assistance,  and  not  a moment  is  to  be  lost. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  1,  1862. 


General  S.  P.  Heintzelman  : 


You  will  move  up  all  your  available  force  to  the  support  of  General 
Keyes,  leaving  force  sufficient  to  guard  your  left  and  rear. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  Ij  1862 — 5 p.  m. 


General  E.  V.  Sumner: 


The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  drive  the  enemy  back  op- 
posite your  front,  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  in  order  to  afford  effect- 
ive support  to  General  Heintzelman. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  1,  1862 — 6.40  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

. Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

From  further  information  the  general  commanding  is  convinced  that 
the  dispatch  sent  you  by  Major  von  Hammerstein  exaggerates  matters. 

The  general  does  not  think  it  probable  that  you  will  be  attacked  in 
the  morning,  and  if  you  are,  he  thinks  it  will  not  be  in  so  large  force 
but  that  you  can  hold  the  ground  you  now  occupy.  He  will  communi- 
cate .with  you  frequently,  and  he  would  prefer  that  you  do  not  fall  back 
to-morrow,  even  if  you  are  not  attacked,  until  you  receive  orders.  I 
will  telegraph  to  you  frequently,  giving  .you  all  the  information  we  re- 
ceive. The  best  place  for  you  to  send  dispatches  is  to  General  Heint- 
zelman’s  headquarters. 

A.  V.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Baltimore,  June  1,  1862 — 6 p.  m. 


Hon.  E-  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I did  not  look  at  my  orders  until  1 was  on  my  way  to  Baltimore. 
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find  to  my  surprise  that  I am  taken  from  an  indejiendent  position  to  be 
placed  in  a subordinate  one.  The  change  cannot  be  regarded  by  the 
public  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a censure  and  a degradation.  I 
beg  you  to  let  me  take  General  Woofs  command  as  it  was,  with  instruc- 
tions to  send  to  General  McClellan  all  the  troops  I can  spare.  ‘ 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General, 


General  Orders,  ) War  Dept.,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

^7.  ) Washington^  June  1,  1862. 

The  Department  of  Virginia  is  extended  to  include  that  part  of  Vir- 
ginia south  of  the  Eappahannock  and  east  of  the  railroad  from  Freder- 
icksburg to  Eichmond,  Petersburg,  ^nd  Weldon.  Maj.  Gen.  George  B. 
McClellan,  IJ.  S.  Army,  will  assume  command  thereof,  and  of  all  the 
United  States  forces  within  its  limits. 

Maj.  Gen,  John  E.  Wool,  U.  S.  Army,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Middle  Department,  and  will  proceed  to  Baltimore  and  assume  the 
command  thereof. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  proceed  immediately 
to  Fort  Monroe  and  assume  command  at  that  point,  reporting  to  Maior- 
! General  McClellan  for  orders. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 


General  Heintzelman: 


June  2,  1862 — 3 a.  m. 


As  General  Sumner  thinks  he  may  be  attaeked  at  daylight,  you  will 
please  hold  your  command  ready  to  support  him  if  necessary. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters 
General  E.  V.  Sumner: 


Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  2,  1862 — 3 a.  m. 


The  general  commanding  says  in  reply  to  your  dispatch  that  you 
must  do  the  best  you  can  to  hold  your  own  if  attacked.  General  Heint- 
zelman will  support  you,  and  as  the  river  is  falling,  he  hopes  we  shaU 
be  able  to  cross  the  force  here  so  as  to  su^iport  from  the  right.  If  you 
3an  repair  the  bridges  in  your  rear,  please  have  it  done. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

June  2,  1862 — 3.30  p.  m. 

General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

A djutant-  General : 


1 respectfully  request  that  I may  be  informed  whether  the  change 
ust  made  in  my  command  brings  subject  to  my  order  any  troops  now 
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posted  between  Eichmond  and  the  Eappahannock ; also  please  direct 
the  commanders  of  such  troops  to  report  to  me  at  once  by  telegraph 
the  location  and  strength  of  their  commands. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Adjutant  General’s  Office, 

Washington.)  June  2,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

There  are  no  troops  between  Eichmond  and  the  Eappahannook  in  ad- 
vance of  Fredericksburg  subject  to  your  command.  The  troops  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Fredericksburg  control  that  iilace.  De- 
tachments of  course  are  kej)!  in  that  place. 

You  will  be  duly  advised  of  the  ordering  of  all  troops  sent  to  your 
command. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Washington,  June  2,  1862 — 7.10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

A dispatch  from  General  Halleck  just  received  states  as  follows : 


Halleck’s  Headquarters, 

June  2 — 8 a.  m. 


Hon.  Thomas  A.  Scott,  ' 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

It  is  the  unanimous  report  that  no  troops  left  Corinth  till  the  29th.  We  have  abun- 
dant evidence  that  the  evacuation  was  a hurried  one.  Beauregard  was  there  on  the 
29th,  and  had  not  been  to  Virginia.  Copies  of  orders  issued  by  him  during  the  evacu- 
ation have  been  found.  His  troops  were  to  move  on  Okolona,  Ripley,  and  Holly 
Springs.  The  destruction  of  the  railroad  at  Booneville  may  have  partially  changed 
the  programme.  The  main  body  of  the  enemy  is  retreating  slowly  south  through  a 
swampy  country,  destroying  the  road  and  bridges  behind  them.  The  cars  were  almost 
entirely  occupied  in  removing  stores  and  the  sick.  No  one  has  given  any  intimation 
that  any  troops  have  gone  east. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Mr.  Sanford,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  routes  mentioned  b}^  General  : 
Halleck,  says  that  there  is  no  probability  that  any  troops  could  reach  I 
Eichmond  bv  these  routes  without  long  delay. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Washington,  June  2,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Headquarters  Army  Potomac  : 

The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  from  General  Halleck : 

Corinth,  May  31,  1862. 

M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General : 

If  Beauregard  has  been  at  Richmond  others  have  forged  his  signature,  as  I have 
received  letters  from  him  about  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  nearly  every  day  for  the 
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evacuation  of  Corinth  commenced  on  Wednesday  and  was  com 


H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 

EDWIISr  M.  STAOTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  June  2,  1862—8.50. 

[Major-General  McClellan: 

! Halleck  represent  the  rebel  army  from  Cor- 

mth  retreating  m great  disorder  to  Okolona.  General  Pope  is  pursuing 
land  harassing  them  with  50,000  men.  ^ » puisuiug 

VVe  are  anxious  to  know  more  particulars  of  your  gallant  action  of 
I yesterday.  Nothing  has  been  heard  from  McDWell^since  yesterly 
^ morning  nor  of  Premont.  The  change  at  Fort  Monroe  wHl ' gTyfyou 

'mo““Cm  hirT*^®  possible  we  shall  send  you 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hon. 


McClellan’s,  June  2,  1862—9  p.  ni. 

^ ^ (EeceiyedJune  3,  10.20  a.  m.) 

E.  M.  Stanton,  . ’ 

Secretary  of  War : 

^ Beauregard  is  not  here.  Every- 

Aing  quiet  to-day  except  some  artillery  firing  heard  at  works  on 
ondges.  Enemy  reported  still  in  force  in  front  of  our  r^ht. 

GEO.  B.  McOLEBLAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Hooker’s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps 

, , _ Casey’s  Camp,  Va.,  June  2,  1862. 

^-apt.  Chauncey  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Army  Corps: 

^ returned  from  my  reconnaissance 

^ »^^irting  the  swampTi  Cnt 

l^a,  y 8 camp,  on  the  Eichmond  road,  two  roads;  one  leading  to  the 

if  SionV  the  south 

he  radromT  ® trayersed  tor  some  distance-the  former  to 

l ie  raiJroad— without  important  discoveries. 

'avXv  aZ^^hle'^'T-  appeared  to  have  a regiment  of 

he  forest  it*was  .mt  infantry,  but  as  the  latter  were  most  concealed  in 
leL  much  grenfer  O determine  their  number;  it  may  have 

O^i  Z refnrf  ^ur  picket  exchanged  a tfew  shots. 

'eing  nossfble  ^o  encamped  in  rear  of  Casey’s  camp,  it  not 

jeiiig  p ssible  to  occupy  that  ground  from  the  stench  arising  from  the 
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bodies  of  dead  animals,  and  unless  early  steps  are  taken  I shall  be  com- 
pelled  to  quit  the  camp  now  occupied  by  my  command. 

I intend  to  make  my  headquarters  there  to-morrow  morning. 

Kearny  informs  me  that  he  has  moved  on  to  the  railroad. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camjg  near  New  Bridge,  Ya.,  June  2,  1862. 

Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  : ^ 

I have  fulfilled  at  least  a part  of  my  promise  to  you.  You  are  now 
face  to  face  with  the  rebels,  who  are  at  bay  in  front  of  their  capital. 
The  final  and  decisive  battle  is  at  hand.  Unless  you  belie  your  past 
history  the  result  cannot  be  fora  moment  doubtful.  If  the  troops  who 
labored  so  patiently  and  fought  so  gallantly  at  Yorktown,  and  who  so 
bravely  won  the  hard  fights  at  Williamsburg,  West  Point,  Hanover 
Court-House,  and  Pair  Oaks  now  prove  worthy  of  their  antecedents, 
the  victory  is  surely  ours.  The  events  of  every  day  prove  your  superi- 
ority 5 wherever  you  have  met  the  enemy  you  have  beaten  him;  where- 
ever  you  have  used  the  bayonet  he  has  given  way  in  panic  and  disor- 
der. I ask  of  you  now  one  last  crowning  effort.  Tbe  enemy  has 
staked  his  all  on  the  issue  of  the  coming  battle.  Let  us  meet  and 
crush  him  here  in  the  very  center  of  the  rebellion. 

Soldiers,  I will  be  with  you  in  this  battle,  and  share  its  dangers  with 
you.  Our  confidence  in  each  other  is  now  founded  upon  the  past.  Let 
us  strike  the  blow  which  is  to  restore  peace  and  union  to  this  dis- 
tracted land.  Upon  your  valor,  discipline,  and  mutual  confidence  that 
result  depends. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  168.  j Camp  near  New  Bridge^  Va.,June  2, 1862. 

^ # # * * * * 

IV.  In  order  [to]  secure  uniformity  of  action  among  the  corps  on  the 
rigiit  bank  of  the  Ghickahominj",  General  Sumner,  commanding  the 
Second  Corps,  will,  in  the  absence  of  the  general  commanding  the 
army,  assume  command  of  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Corps. 

The  general  positions  occupied  by  the  corps  will  be  those  held  at  the 
close  of  yesterday’s  battle,  holding  the  Seven  Pines  and  Fair  Oaks 
Station,  at  least  by  strong  advanced  guards,  which  may  be  intrenched. 
Especial  care  will  be  taken  to  establish  perfect  communication  between 
the  three  corps  if  necessary,  opening  new  roads  jiracticable  for  artillery. 
To  accomplish  this  purpose  the  right  should  occupy  Golding’s;  the  left, 
the  road  running  from  Bottom’s  Bridge  toward  Charles  City  Court  j 
House,  now  held  bj^  a portion  ot  Hooker’s  division.  The  engineers 
will  select  points  to  l3e  occupied  by  the  artillery  and  such  as  are  to  be 
strengthened  by  abatis,  &c. 

The  general  purpose  is  to  hold  the  positions  now  occupied  by  the  . Sec 
ond.  Third,  and  Fourth  Corps  until  communication  can  be  made  prac 
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ticable  lor  crossing  over  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  on  their  right.  Is^o  labor 
will  be  spared  in  at  once  rendering  practicable  and  perfectly  secure  the 
coininiiuication  now  existing  across  the  Ohickahoininy  in  rear  of  the 
three  left  corps— Second,  Third,  and  Fourth. 

Steps  will  at  once  be  taken  to  supply  deficiencies  in  ammunition,  pro- 
vi^ons,  (Nc.,  as  well  as  to  organize  promptly  those  commands  which 
suflered  most  in  the  late  battle,  more  particularly  Casey’s.  A close  in- 

latter  without  delay,  and  its  condition  re- 
ported to  these  headquarters. 

l®ast  practicable  delay, 

oigpize  from  the  field  batteries  attached  to  the  division  composing 
an  artillery  reserve,  to  consist  of  about  one-half 
the  whole  field  artillery  force  attached  to  the  corps,  and  to  be  placed 
under  the  command  of  a suitable  light  artillery  officer.  This  reserve 
will  be  subject  only  to  the  orders  of  the  corps  commander 

A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported 
at  these  headquarters  in  pursuance  to  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 

Office,  of  the  1st  instant,  will  assume  com- 
n and  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Monroe,  i^-orfolk,  Portsmouth,  Sufiolk,  and 
places,  exercising  within  his  command  the  func- 
tions of  the  commander  of  a division  or  separate  brigade. 

^ 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Gene^l  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia 

mi,  T?'  Monroe,  Va.,  June  2,  1862. 

GeorL  B^^Monpim  assigned  to  Maj.  Gen 

Ueorge  B.  McClellan,  and  Fort  Monroe  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  and 

assume  command,  Maj.  Gen.  John  E Wool 

than  nIL  mon/hf  tf  ‘'f  4s  commanded  Lro 

tnan  nine  months  with  pleasure  and  entire  satisfaction. 

sav  tlin*t  ho  lli’ro  cine  to  them  to 

nmi  Ice  ever,  when  required,  tound  them  prompt,  zealous,  active 

to  parting-  with  such  a command  he  would  do  injustice 

howpi  ® cycles  it  with  extreme  re^el:’  He 

4,nm  n A from  the  fact  that  they  are  herS  to  be 

and  ed4yf  ® ^iPPreciate  their  discipline,  good  order, 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wool : 

. SEPT.  CAENCEOSS, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen. 


i General  Orders,  ) . 

1 ’ > Headquarters, 

: ‘ ^ ^ ^ort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  2,1862. 

orders  from  the  War  Department  the  undersized  as 

‘ JOHN  A.  DIX, 

! Major- Oeneral. 
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McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

June  3,  18612 — 6 p.  m. 

Hob.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Some  firing  to-day — nothing  serious.  Hard  at  work  upon  the  bridges, 
removing  wounded,  &c.  I expect  at  White  House  to-night  six  regi- 
ments, ordered  up  from  Fort  Monroe.  These  will  at  once  be  distributed 
among  the  old  brigades.  The  next  leap  will  be  the  last  one. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

Camp  in  the  Meld,  June  3,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Sir  : In  view  of  the  very  severe  losses  in  my  corps,  I respectfully  re- 
quest that  some  of^the  troops  about  to  arrive  as  re-enforcements  to  this 
army  may  be  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Corps. 

Casey’s  division,  which  has  suffered  so  much  from  sickness  and  bat- 
tle, from  the  lack  of  experienced  officers,  and  the  majority  of  which  was 
not  at  all  instructed  at  the  opening  of  this  campaign,  has  now  three 
good  brigadiers.  By  the  addition  of  a few  new  regiments  of  drilled  troops 
its  morale  and  efficiency  would  be  vastly  increased. 

I respectfully  request  that  two  good  batteries  may  be  assigned  to 
Casey’s  division,  to  constitute  a part  of  the  Reserve  Artillery  under  my 
command,  and  one  to  Couch’s  division  to  be  a part  of  the  reserve  from 
his  division,  according  to  recent  orders,  to  be  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  corps  commander. 

Brigadier-General  Sumner  has  ordered  all  my  cavalry  to  his  head- 
quarters, and  1 have  sent  Colonel  Gregg  and  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  . 
Cavalry,  leaving  me  only  a few  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  for  orderlies  and  I 
messengers.  My  corps  now  has  an  extensive  territory  to  guard,  and  j 
cavalry  is  absolutely  necessary.  I would  be  glad  therefore  to  have 
Colonel  Gregg  and  his  regiment  permanently  assigned  to  my  command. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  further  to  request  that  the  regiments  of  Couch’s 
division,  the  Second  Rhode  Island  and  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania, 
on  duty  with  Brigadier-General  Stoneman,  and  the  Ninety-third  New 
York,  of  Casey’s  division,  on  duty  with  Colonel  Ingalls,  be  relieved  and 
returned  to  their  respective  commands. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

No.  2.  ( June  3,  1862. 

The  following  order  having  been  received  from  Headquarters  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  is  hereby  promulgated  : 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  at  these  headquarters  in 
j)ursuauce  to  orders  from  the  War  Department,  Adjuta;it-Generars  Office,  of  the  1st 
inst.ant,  will  assume  command  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Monroe,  Norfolk,  Portsmouth, 
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Suffolk,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  those  places,  exercising  within  his  command  the  fnnc- 
tioDS  of  the  commander  of  a division  or  a separate  corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dix : 

D,  T.  VAIS 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Colonel  Ward, 

Commanding  Birneyh  Brigade : 


June  4,  1862—2.30  a.  m. 


In  compliance  with  within  notice  be  ready  to  attack  the  enemy  cau- 
tiously in  flank  toward  Fair  Oaks  Station.  Keep  your  own  flank  secure 
by  a regiment  thrown  back  at  right  angle  to  your  advance. 

Yours, 

KEAENY, 

Brigadier- Genera  Z,  Commanding. 

General  Jameson: 

In  compliance  with  within  be  ready  to  move  up  the  railroad,  to  cross 
and  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  if  he  does  not  attack  you  in  front.  Com- 
bine with  Hobart  Ward.  Only  commit  two  regiments. 

Yours, 

KEAEKY, 

Brigadier-  Genera^  Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

June  3,  1862 — 11.50  p.  in. 


General  Kearny, 

Commanding  Division : 

I General  : From  information  1 have  received  I have  reason  to  ex- 
pect a formidable  attack  to-morrow  morning.  Please  advance  with 
your  division  at  2 a.  m.  in  order  to  attack  the  flank  of  the  enemy  if  he 
assails  me  in  large  force.  Everything  may  depend  upon  this  movement 
; of  yours.  Come  directly  up  the  railroad,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Fair  Oaks 
i Station  by  daylight. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sumner  : 


J.  H.  TAYLOE, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Engineer  Brigade, 

I Camp  near  New  Bridge^  Fa.,  June  4,  1862. 

! General  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff j Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

1 Your  last  note  of  this  date  I received  to-night,  on  the  Chickahomiiiy, 
I 2 miles  below  New  Bridge. 

! The  commanding  general,  through  Colonel  Colburn,  had  directed  me 
^ to  make  a toot  bridge  over  the  Chickahomiiiy  to-night.  I concluded 
I that  1 would  try  to  make  two  foot  bridges,  one  about  one-fourth  mile 
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below  the  lower  trestle  bridge,  and  one  about  three-fourths  of  a mile 
below  that. 

This  great  amount  of  work  in  one  night  made  it  necessary  that  I 
should  call  for  details  out  of  my  own  brigade.  I have  parties  at  work 
at  both  places,  but  they  will  not  finish  their  work  to-night  at  either 
place.  At  the  upper  place,  however,  I hope  they  will  make  a passable 
foot  bridge  ready  for  use  early  in  the  morning. 

Tbe  troops  of  the  Engineer  Brigade  work  very  willingly,  and  if  they 
have  not  done  enough  it  is  my  fault.  My  reports  to  General  Barnard 
will  show  the  extent  of  their  services.  Last  night  two  companies  of 
the  Fifteenth  worked  all  night  in  the  rain  in  throwing  up  an  infantry 
parapet  on  the  south  side  of  the  lower  trestle  bridge.  It  rained  this 
forenoon,  and  I did  not  call  for  much  work.  Two  companies  were  sent 
last  night  to  Bottom’s  Bridge  to  rebuild  the  bridge  erroneously  reported 
to  be  washed  away.  One  company  is  kept  at  the  White  House,  to  take 
care  of  property,  &c. ; a detachment  is  left  with  each  bridge,  to  v>atch 
and  take  care  of  it. 

A detachment,  parts  of  several  companies,  was  at  work  this  morning 
on  the  corduroy  south  of  the  upper  trestle  bridge,  until,  as  the  com- 
manding of&cer  reported.  Colonel  Alexander  wisely,  as  I think,  told 
them  to  stop.  At  the  present  stage  of  the  river  400  yards  of  corduroy 
will  be  required  over  the  south  approach  to  lower  bridge  and  about  100 
yards  of  bridge.  Only  a little  of  this  work  can  be  done  before  the 
enemy  is  driven  away.  I hope  to  receive  pontoons  enough  to-morrow 
or  next  day  to  make  the  300  feet  of  bridges. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  P.  WOODBUEY, 
Brigadier- General  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Yo.  170.  i Camp  near  New  Bridge.,  Ya.,  June  4,  1862. 

I.  Instead  of  reporting  to  Major-General  Dix,  as  directed  by  Special 
Orders,  JSTo.  168,  of  the  2d  instant,  from  these  headquarters.  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  0.  Caldwell  will  at  once  report  in  person  to  Brigadier-General  Sum- 
ner, commanding  Second  Corps,  for  temporary  assignment  to  the  brigade 
lately  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Howard,  now  absent  from  duty 
by  reason  of  wounds  received  in  action. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


McClellan’s,  June  5,  1862 — 10  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar  : 

My  order  of  the  25th  May,  directing  the  order  of  march  from  the 
Chickahominy  and  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  trains  and  baggage, 
is  published  in  full  in  the  Baltimore  American  of  the  2d  instant.  If 
any  statement  could  afford  more  important. information  to  the  enemy  1 
am  unable  to  perceive  it. 


GEO.  B.  McCLELLAY. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  5,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 

Abraham  Lincoln: 

May  I again  invite  Your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  great  impor- 
tance of  occupying  Chattanooga  and  Dalton  by  our  Western  forces? 
The  evacuation  of  Corinth  would  appear  to  render  this  very  easy. 

The  importance  of  the  move  in  force  cannot  he  exaggerated. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Neiv  Bridge^  June  5,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : Major-General  McClellan  has  received  your  note  of  this 

p.  m. 

He  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  you  will  cause  a reconnaissance  to 
I be  made  to-morrow  morning  in  the  direction  of  the  Old  Tavern,  with  a 
force  not  to  exceed  a squadron  of  cavalry  and  200  or  300  infantry,  to 
} ascertain  if  the  enemy  is  in  force  in  that  quarter.  Under  no  circum- 
t stances  does  the  general  desire  you  to  bring  on  a general  engagement. 

The  general  wishes  me  to  add  that  until  the  crossings  of  the  river  are 
sufficiently  completed  he  is  not  prepared  to  invite  a general  engage- 
ment. Any  movement  calculated  to  produce  this  result  might  involve 
disastrous  consequences. 

The  commanding  general  will  probably  visit  your  headquarters  to- 
morrow morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) ' Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  171.  j Camp  near  New  Bridge.,  Fh.,  June  5,  1862. 

* . * * * # * * 

y.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Taylor,  U.,  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  for 
duty  at  these  headquarters,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade 
i of  New  Jersey  regiments  in  Slocum^s  division  of  the  Sixth  Provisional 
Army  Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Third  Corps, 

No.  15.  ) Camp  near  Richmond.,  June  5,  1862. 

1 I.  Brave  regiments  of  the  division ! you  have  won  for  us  a high  reputa- 
i tion.  Tlie  country  is  satisfied  ; your  friends  at  home  are  proud  of  you. 
‘ After  two  battles  and  victories,  purchased  with  much  blood,  you  may 
be  counted  as  veterans. 


i 
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I appeal,  then,  to  your  experience,  to  your  personal  observation,  to 
your  high  intelligence  to  put  in  practice  on  the  battle-field  the  disci- 
[)line  yon  have  acquired  in  camp.  It  will  enable  you  to  conquer  with 
more  certainty  and  less  loss. 

II.  ‘‘ Shoulder  straps  andchevrous!’’  you  are  marked  men;  you  must 
be  ever  in  the  front. 

Colonels  and  field  officers ! when  it  comes  to  the  bayonet,  lead  the 
charge.  At  other  times  circulate  among  your  men,  and  supervise  and 
keep  officers  and  men  to  their  constituted  commands;  stimulate  the 
laggard,  brand  the  coward,  direct  the  brave,  i)revent  companies  hud- 
dling up  or  mixing. 

III.  Marksmen ! never  in  the  fight  cheapen  your  rifles.  When  you 
fire,  make  sure  and  hit.  In  wood  and  abatis  one  man  in  three  is  to  fire ; 
the  others  reserve  their  loads  to  repel  an  onset  or  to  head  a rush.  It  is 
with  short  rushes  and  this  extra  fire  from  time  to  time  that  such  ground 
is  gained;  each  man  up  in  first  line,  none  delaying;  share  danger 
alike,  then  the  peril  and  loss  will  be  small. 

IV.  Men ! you  brave  individuals  in  the  ranks,  whose  worth  and  daring, 
unknown  perhaps  to  your  superiors,  but  recognized  by  your  comrades, 
influence  more  than  others.  I know  that  you  exist;  I have  watched 
you  in  the  fire;  your  merit  is  sure  to  have  its  recompense;  your  com- 
rades at  the  bivouac  will  repeat  your  deeds,  and  it  will  gladden  your 
families,  and  in  the  end  will  be  brought  before  the  country. 

Y.  Color-bearers  of  regiments!  bear  them  proudly  in  the  fight,  erect 
and  defiantly,  in  the  first  line.  It  will  cast  terror  into  the  opponents 
to  see  it  sustained  and  carried  forward.  Let  it  be  the  beacon-light  of 
each  regiment.  The  noblest  inscrii)tion  on  your  banners  are  the  traces 
of  the  balls. 

VI.  Again,  noble  division,  I wish  you  success  and  new  victories,  until 
the  cause  of  our  sacred  Union,  being  triumphant,  you  return  honored 
to  your  homes. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Kearnv : 

W.  E.  STUEGES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  0.,  June  6,  1862. 

Major-General  McDowell  : 

The  President  directs  that  McCalFs  division  be  sent  by  water  to 
Major-General  McClellan  immediately,  and  that  you  place  such  force 
at  Fredericksburg  by  the  time  McCall  leaves  there  as  may,  in  your 
judgment,  be  necessar3^  to  hold  that  place. 

In  respect  to  the  operations  of  the  residue  of  3 our  force  the  Presi- 
dent reserves  direction  to  be  given  as  soon  as  he  determines.  Trans- 
portation has  been  ordered  up  the  Rappahannock  from  here  and  from 
Fort  Monroe.  Adjutant-General  will  issue  the  order. 

EDWIK  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  June  6,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  I.  McDowell, 

Front  Royal,  Va.: 

The  Secretaiy  of  War  directs  that  you  immediatel3^  put  Genera 
McCalPs  division  in  readiness  to  be  moved  to  the  command  of  Major 
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General  McClellan,  before  Richmond,  and  that  as  fast  as  transporta- 
aon  can  be  supplied  they  be  forwarded  by  the  Rappahannock  from 
Fredericksburg.  You  will  place  at  Fredericksburg  such  additional 
lorce  as  you  may  judge  necessary  for  the  security  of  that  place. 

i.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


John  Tucker, 


War  Department, 
Washington  City.  B.  C.,  June  6,  1862. 


Assistant  ISeeretary  of  War,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya. : 

Transports  for  6,000  men  have  been  ordered  from  Washington  to 
1 redericksburg.  Send  from  Fort  Monroe  enough  for  the  remainder  of 
McCalFs  division,  whose  total  strength  is  10,000  men  and  five  batteries 
of  light  artillery.  They  will  embark  at  Falmouth  and  descend  the 
Rappahannock. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

Itt  o.  June  6,  1862. 

|Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  g 

; Secretary  of  War : 

'■  We  have  steamers  now  here  to  transport  8,000  men.  The  transports 
[winch  took  troops  from  here  on  Tuesday  should  be  back  to-night  If 
jso,  I can  readUy  send  enough.  If  not,  I can  order  by  telegraph 
IReamers  from  White  House,  if  you  direct  the  movement  to  be  made 

JOHN  TUCKER, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

. igton,  D.  C.,  June  6,  1862. 

Vlajor-General  McClellan  : 

army,  some  of  high  rank,  are  sending  details  to  their 
by  telegraph,  of  the  late  disasters,  in  respect  to  the 
lumber  killed  and  wounded. 

' EDWIFT  M.  STARTOISr, 

Secretary  of  War. 


McClellan’s,  June  6,  1862 — noon.^ 

Ton.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Has  been  raining,  but  now  stopped.  River  stilt  rising.  All  quiet 
deserters  and  contrabands  state  that  J.  E.  Johnston 
^ Oaks  and  tliat  G.  W.  Smith 

erv  Stated  at  10,000.  I only  know  that  it  is 

ery  great,  tar  more  than  ours. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 
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u.  S.  Steam-Sloop  Wachusett, 

TurTcey  Island,  James  River,  Ya.,  June  6,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan,  U.  S.  A.; 

Sir  : Since  taking  command  of  naval  force  in  this  river  I have  made 
three  divisions  of  it;  one  at  Sturgeontown,  above  Pour-mile  Cr^ek; 
another  at  Turkey  Island,  opposite  Mr.  Taylor^  farm ; and  a third  at 
City  Point.  Have  also  stationed  a vessel  near  Old  Fort  (or  Powhatan) 
and  will  send  one  to  Jamestown,  so  that  you  may  have  the  means  of 


communicating  your  wishes. 

I hear  that  some  3 miles  back  of  Mr.  Aiken’s  residence,  2 miles  above 
Sturgeontown,  there  is  a rebel  force  of  from  3,000  to  5,000  infantry  and 
artillW,  lender  command,  of  General  Wise,  left  bank  of  river  descend- 


To-day,  in  passing,  we  were  fired  at  from  high  bluff,  timbered,  on  , 
rioht  bank  of  river.  The  farms  on  either  side  of  bluff  owned  by  the  j 
Messrs.  Watkins;  the  younger  in  rebel  army  at  Kichmond.  Contra- 
bands say  there  are  300  soldiers  and  some  artillery  in  the  neighbor-  ' 


I had  hoped  to  have  communicated  with  you  through  contraband  : 

from  present  anchorage.  ^ 

The  Spanish  consul,  lady,  and  others  came  from  Charleston,  via, 
Petersburg,  to  City  Point  to-day.  Nothing  new  could  be  got  trom ! 
them,  except  that  two  Union  officers  on  parole  said  they  were  on  an 
important  mission,  possibly  their  own  exchange.  The  party  expected 
to  find  the  transport  steamer  Massachusetts.  She,  after  waiting  three 
days  to  hear  from  General  Huger  on  subject  of  exchange  of  pirates  and 
others,  had  left.  1 sent  the  party  to  Old  Point  Comfort  to  be  delivered 

to  General  Dix.  _ 

The  barriers  or  dams  near  Fort  Darling,  it  is  said,  will  require^  t hi ee 
months  of  unmolested  labor  to  remove.  The  fort  at  Drewry’s  or  Ward  s 
Bluff  is  strengthened  with  railroad  iron  facings,  and  two  other  torts 
have  been  built  near  by. 

We  are  ready  to  render  any  service  in  the  good  cause  in  our  power. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ t to 

JNO.  P.  GILLIS, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Naval  Forees  James  River. 


Hdqrs.  Hooker’s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Fair  Gales  Station,  Ya.,  June  6,  1862. 

Capt.  Chauncey  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Army  Corps  : 

As  the  enemy’s  pickets  manifested  a little  disposition  to  encroach  on 
our  lines  to-day,  a small  cavalry  force  and  two  companies  of  infantry 
were  sent  out  to  recover  the  ground  occupied  by  us  heretofore.  A lit- 
tle firing  ensued,  which  resulted  in  a slight  wound  to  one  of  our  mei) 
and  the  killing  of  one  horse.  The  object  was  gained. 

The  enemy  appear  to  be  busy  in  constructing  field  works  in  the  opei 
field  across  the  swamp  from  us.  From  their  numerous  and  strong  pick 
ets  it  will  be  impossible  to  obtain  a knowledge  of  them  without  attack 
ing  in  some  force  sufficient  to  drive  in  their  inckets. 

1 forward  herewith  a letter  received  this  evening,  to  which  I repliec 
that  I would  make  my  answer  to-morrow.  . ^ r 

I respectfully  suggest  that  it  will  be  detrimental  to  our  interests  to 
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lie  enemy  to  visit  our  camp  as  proposed.  They  would  see  our  strength^ 
jur  works,  the  condition  of  the  roads,  &c.  In  my  opinion  it  is  expe- 
iient  their  visit  be  postponed. 

I Be  pleased  to  have  this  telegraphed,  that  I may  receive  further  in- 
fructions. 

i Very  respectfully,  &c., 

! JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 

I Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Division. 

I 


i Hdqrs.  Hookbr^s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Fair  Oaks  Station.,  Ya.^  June  7,  1862. 
|!apt.  Chauncey  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Army  Corps: 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  number  of 
fficers  and  men  in  my  command  fit  for  duty,  exclusive  of  the  Second 
rew  York  Volunteers,  recently  assigned  to  me  : 


jiist  Brigade : 

Officers 

Enlisted  men 

.•cond  Brigade  : 

Officers  

Enlisted  men. 

bird  Brigade : 

Officers  

Enlisted  men . 

■ 

j Total 


97 
2, 419 

2.516 

102 
2, 168 

2,265 

77 

1,954 

2, 031 

6,812 


Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Division. 


Washington,  June  7,  1862. 

Ilajor-General  McClellan: 

We  shall  endeavor  to  send  you  McCalFs  or  King’s  division — which-' 
ver  can  be  sent  first. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City.,  D.  C.,  June  7,  1862. 

[ajor-General  McClellan  : 

Four  regiments  were  embarked  yesterday  from  Baltimore  and  one 
*om  here.  One  more  goes  to-day  from  Baltimore  and  one  from  here, 
laking  seven  in  all.  McCall  is  ready  to  move  as  soon  as  transporta- 
ion  arrives  at  Fredericksburg. 

Please  state  whether  you  will  feel  sufficiently  strong  for  your  final 
lovement  when  McCall  reaches  you. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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^-ri'-'TAL  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

^ Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  7,  1862. 

’■-  * * * * # * 

iilier-Oeiieral  Casey  will  immediately  consolidate  the  thret 
’ I ' of  his  division,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  into  two  brigades,  to  b( 
( • . .«..!:ided  by  Brig.  Geus.  Henry  M.  Naglee  and  H.  W.  Wessells. 

\ . Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  D.  N 
' i ach  for  the  temporary  command  of  Devens’  brigade,  of  his  division 
during  the  absence  of  its  commander  on  account  of  wounds  received  ii 
battle. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Adjutant-General’s  Office, 
Washington^  D.  0.,  June  8,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  I.  McDowell, 

Frederichshurg,  Va. : 

General  ; * * * The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that,  Ijavin^ 

first  provided  adequately  for  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Washington  and 
for  holding  the  position  at  Fredericksburg,  you  operate  with  thi 
residue  of  your  force,  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  the  direction  ol 
Kichmond,  to  co-operate  with  Major-General  McClellan,  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  heretofore  given  you. 

McCall’s  division,  which  has  been  by  previous  order  directed  toward 
Kichmond  by  water,  will  still  form  a part  of  the  Army  of  the  Kappa 
hannock,  and  will  come  under  your  orders  when  you  are  in  a positioE 
to  co-operate  with  General  McClellan.* 

* * * ■ * * * * 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General. 


Washington  City,  D.  C., 

June  8,  1862. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  N'orfolJc,  Va.  : 

Have  the  fortifications  at  Sewell’s  Point  and  Craney  Island  been 
destroyed  or  blown  up;  and,  if  so,  by  whose  order?  Davis  has  cap- 
tured Memphis  and  destroyed  the  whole  rebel  fleet. 

G.  V.  FOX. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  7).  C.,  June  8,t  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  before  Richmond: 

For  the  third  time  I am  ordered  to  join  you,  jind  tliis  time  1 liope  to 
get  through. 

In  view  of  tlie  remarks  made  with  reference  to  m3"  leaving  \"ou  and 

* This  commuuicatioii  entire  will  appear  iu  Series  I,  Vol.  XII.  The  above  extract, 
covers  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  co-operation  with  McClellan, 
t Another  copy  of  this  dispatch  is  dated  June  10. 
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ay  not  joining  you  before  by  your  friends,  and  of  something  I have 
leard  as  coming  from  you  on  that  subject,  I wish  to  say  that  I go  with 
he  greatest  satisfaction,  and  hope  to  arrive  with  my  main  body  in 
ime  to  be  of  service.  McCall  goes  in  advance  by  water.  I will  be 
rith  you  in  ten  days  with  the  remainder  by  land  from  Fredericksburg. 

MCDOWELL, 

Major -General^  Comdg.  Department  of  the  Rappahannock. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  9,  1862 — 5 a.  m. 

(Received  6 p.  m.) 


Ion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  sent  McClellan  nine  of  the  best  regiments  in  General  WooPs 
ate  command.  I sent  him  yesterday  Fardella’s  One  hundred  and  first 
^ew  York  Yolunteers,  just  arrived  from  Washington;  in  all  ten  regi- 
aents.  I shall  have  left  only  five  reliable  regiments  for  this  post, 
s'orfolk,  Portsmouth,  and  Suffolk.  I have  four  regiments  N'ew  York 
ailitia,  entirely  raw,  and  imperfectly  armed  and  equipped ; a very  poor 
egiment  from  Maryland,  and  about  1,000  artillery  and  cavalry.  I 
lave  not  yet  received  the  reports  from  the  militia  regiments,  which 
Te  very  small.  I do  not  think  my  whole  force  can  exceed  9,500  men. 

JOHN^  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  9,  1862 — 1 p.  m. 

Ion.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Your  telegram  received.  I have  already  telegraphed  in  reference  to 
ihe  co-operation  of  General  Dix  and  myself.  I also  referred  to  Gov- 
I rnor  Stanly’s  policy.  It  is  evidently  misunderstood  by  the  Northern 
people.  Mr.*  Collyer  has  misrepresented  the  matter,  if  newspapers  are 
orrcct.  Governor  Stanly  is  as  sound  on  the  Union  question  as  you 
r 1.  In  answer  to  a dispatch  from  me  to  General  McClellan,  stating 
jhat  I was  here,  he  says,  “Can  you  not  come  up  to  see  me  in  a Special 
i»oatr’  Shall  I go? 

I A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

I Major- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  9,  1862—5  p.  m. 

lion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Three  regiments  on  Roanoke  Island ; one  at  Washington ; one  at  New- 
mrt  on  railroad,  and  one  and  a half  at  Beaufort  and  Fort  Macon  ; four- 
cen  at  New  Berne ; one  regiment  artillery  and  one  regiment  cavalry 
«nd  three  batteries  divided  along  the  different  commands.  A large 
portion  of  the  force  at  New  Berne  is  on  picket  duty.  Regiments  average 
•00  effective  men.  I leave  for  McClellan’s  at  once.  Will  telegraph  you 
>efore  I return  to  New  Berne. 


A.  E.  BURNSIDE. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

133.  f Camp  near  Wew  Bridge^  Ya.^  June  9,  1862. 

I.  In  order,  to  prevent  marauding  and  the  ill-treatment  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  country  by  soldiers  and  followers  of  the  army,  straggling 
or  going  to  the  rear  singly  or  in  small  parties  not  under  proper  control, 
it  is  directed  that  until  further  orders,  all  soldiers  belonging  to  this 
army,  whose  terms  of  enlistment  may  expire  from  and  after  this  date, 
or  who  are  to  be  discharged  tlie  service  from  whatever  cause ; all  team- 
sters or  other  civil  emjdoyes  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  all 
servants  in  the  emxiloj^  of  officers,  remain  within  the  division  to  which 
they  belong,  or  with  which  they  may  be  emjiloyed,  until  they  can  be  col- 
lected into  parties  of  sufficient  size  to  justify  their  being  sent  to  thereat 
under  charge  of  a division  provost  guard. 

II.  In  discharging  soldiers  from  hospitals  the  surgeons  in  charge  will 
be  particularly  careful  to  give  them  the  proper  passes  when  sent  to  join: 
their  regiments.  The  passes  will  give  their  names,  companies,  regi-| 
ments,  divisions,  and  corps,  and,  if  possible,  their  stations. 

III.  At  all  general  hospitals  the  convalescents  of  each  division  will 
be  detained  until  a party  of  sufficient  number  can  be  formed,  to  be  sent ; 
under  charge  of  a commissioned  officer,  if  possible;  if  not,  then  under 
an  energetic  non-commissioned  officer,, to  the  command  to  which  theyi 
belong. 

IV.  The  attention  of  corps  and  division  commanders  is  called  to  para- 
graph IX,  General  Orders,  Xo.  66,  of  February  21,  1862,  from  thesen 
headquarters,  the  requirements  of  which  in  the  late  battles  were  not 
observed  in  a single  instance.  The  paragraph  is  republished,  with  direc- 
tions for  strict  compliance  with  its  provisions  hereafter : 

•'  All  prisoners  captured  from  the  enemy  will  he  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal 
of  division,  who  will  send  them,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  wi^h  complete 
descriptive  lists  and  information  as  to  where,  when,  and  how  they  were  captured,  tc 
the  [uovost-marshal-general. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  175.  ] Camp  near  IN ew  Bridge.)  Va.,  June  9,1862. 

#***##* 

V.  Brig.  Gen.  John  0.  Eobinson  is  assigned  temporarily  to  the  com- 
mand of  Birney’s  brigade,  Kearny ^s  division.  Third  Army  Corps,  and 
will  report  accordingly,  without  delay. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk)  June  10,  1862. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Na  vy  : 

Sir:  Your  telegram  of  the  8th  did  not  reach  me  until  last  night 
The  President  when  here  said  to  me  that  whatever  General  Wool  am; 
myself  thought  best  with  regard  to  destroying  the  works  left  by  tlif 
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enemy  could  be  done,  and  General  Wool,  on  being  consulted,  most 
decidedly  agreed  with  me  in  opinion  that  in  view  of  a possible  reverse 
at  Eichmond  they  should  be  destroyed.  Accordingly  the  casemates, 
magazines,  and  bomb-proofs  at  Pig  Point,  SewelPs  Point,  Oraney  Isl- 
and, and  PennePs  Point,  together  with  the  log  huts  at  each  of  these 
places,  have  been  blown  up  and  burned,  but  the  parapets  and  embra- 
sures as  a general  thing  still  remain,  and  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  dis- 
turb them  further  unless  ordered  to  do  so.  In  a day  or  two  I shall  ship 
to  Washington  fourteen  Dahlgrens,  9-inch  guns,  one  10-inch,  one  11-inch, 
and  three  heavy  9-pounders,  with  their  carriages,  all  belonging  to  our 
Eavy.  The  8-inch  guns  and  the  32-pounders  worth  saving  I propose  to 
send  to  the  navy-yard,  unless  the  Department  wishes  me  to  do  otherwise. 
The  32-pounder  rifled  by  the  enemy  I have  had  destroyed,  and  also  some 
old  32-pounders  and  carronades.  Eemoving  the  guns  in  many  cases  is  a 
,very  laborious  and  tedious  job.  The  weather  here  of  late,  having  been 
much  against  us,  rendered  the  roads  very  difficult  of  use.  I congratu- 
late the  Department  upon  the  glorious  success  of  Captain  Davis. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 


McClellands,  June  10,  1862. 

(Eeceived  3.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

All  quiet  this  morning.  Considerable  artillery  firing  yesterday.  No 
one  injured  on  our  side.  During  the  night  it  commenced  to  rain 
heavily,  and  has  not  yet  ceased.  The  ground  in  such  condition  that 
artillery  cannot  be  moved  over  the  fields.  I hope  soon  to  see  the  first 
of  McCalPs  division. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Ma^or- General. 


Washinoton,  June  10,  1862. 

iMajor-General  McClellan: 

' You  probably  have  observed  by  the  papers  that  Du  Pont  is  operating 
'against  Charleston  through  Stono  Creek.  HuntePs  force  is  small,  and 
may  not  be  sufficient  to  take  Fort  Johnson,  on  James  Island.  But  Mr. 
;Fox  says  that  Fort  Johnson  is  the  key  of  the  position,  and,  if  taken. 
I Charleston  must  follow.  Stono  is  in  our  possession.  McCall  has  left 
Fredericksburg,  and  is  on  the  way  to  join  you  with  his  force.  Have  you 
instructed  him  where  he  shall  land  ? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


McClellan’s,  June  11,  1862—8  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

McCall’s  troops  have  commenced  arriving  at  White  House.  I have 
sent  instructions.  Weather  good  to-day.  Glad  to  hear  of  Commodore 
Du  Font’s  and  Hunter’s  progress.  Give  me  a little  good  weather  and 
I shall  have  progress  to  report  here. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 
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Fort  Monroe,  June  11,  1862—10.30  a.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M;  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I have  just  returned  from  McClellan’s  headquarters,  where  I passed 
about  six  hours.  It  stormed  very  hard  all  day.  The  roads  are  in  the 
most  wretched  condition.  I was  four  and  a half  hours  travelings  9 
miles.  It  is  impossible  to  move  artillery  whilst  they  are  so  bad.  But 
for  the  railroad  the  army  could  not  be  subsisted  and  foraged.  The 
.general  health  was  improving.  The  officers  and  men  are  in  good  spir- 
its. I will  write  you  fully  of  our  consultation  about  co-operating.  I 
would  very  much  like  a personal  interview,  but  feel  that  I cannot  re- 
main awaj’  from  my  department  any  longer  unless  you  desire  it.  I would 
I be  glad  to  get  any  instructions  you  may  have  by  telegraph. 

BUENSIDE. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  I have  just  heard  from  my  de- 
partment by  a boat  which  left  Koanoke  at  7 o’clock  last  evening. 
Everything  quiet. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  Potomac,  June  11,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 
(Received  Washington,  D.  0.,  June  12,  1862 — 12.10  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  Richmond  Whig  of  the  10th  instant; 

Staunton,  June  9.  i 

Governor  Letcher  : 

General  Jackson  has  given  Shields  an  awful  whipping,  capturing  one  regiment  and 
his  artillery,  and  driven  him  for  miles  down  the  Shenandoah,  Fremont  appeared  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  North  and  Shenandoah  Rivers.  Our  victory  to-day  over 
Shields  is  complete.  If  General  Jackson  had  re  enforcements  he  would  save  all.  Our 
loss  is  very  heavy,  hut  the  enemy’s  was  tremendous.  The  cavalry  is  still  in  pursuit. 
Fremont  has  crossed  the  North  ffiver  with  a small  force  at  Rockland  Mills. 

Second  dispatch : 

Staunton,  June  9. 

General  Ashhy  was  killed  last  Friday.  Our  loss  yesterday  was  about  200  ; to  day 
much  heavier.  Will  give  you  any  news  additional  that  comes  to  hand.  Great  victory 
over  Shields  to-day. 

Third  dispatch : 

• Staunton,  June  9. 

Fremont  is  falling  hack  and  blockading  the  road.  Jackson  pressing  Shields-  Urge 
forward  the  re- enforcements,  so  that  he  may  follow  up  his  successes. 

A.  W.  H.* 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a bat- 
tery of  artillery  were  sent  from  Richmond  on  Sunday,  the  8th  instant, 
to  re-enforce  Jackson. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAi7, 

Major-  General^  Com manding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

I Camp  at  Dr.  Trends,  June  12,  1862 — 6 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Have  moved  headquarters  across  Chickahominy.  The  maps  I send 


Maj.  A.  W.  Harman,  C.  S.  Army. 
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)y  to-day’s  mail  will  show  positions.  Made  reconnaissance  as  far  as 
\Ieadow  Bridge  this  morning.  Found  the  enemy  quiet,  but  in  force. 
5ome  firing  and  skirmishing  near  here  to-day  j amounts  to  nothing, 
i^eather  now  good.  Eoads  and  ground  rapidly  drying. 

I GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN^, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  12,  1862.  (Received  June  13 — 1 p.  m.) 

Ion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

In  your  telegrams  respecting  re-enforcements  you  inform  me  that 
leaeral  McDowell,  with  the  residue  of  his  command,  will  proceed  over- 
and  to  join  me  before  Richmond.  I beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the 
lestruction  of  the  railroad  bridges  by  flood  and  fire  cannot  probably  be 
emedied  under  four  weeks  j that  an  attempt  to  employ  wagon  trans- 
portation must  involve  great  delay  and  may  be  found  very  difficult  of 
liccomplishment.  An  extension  of  my  right  wing  to  meet  him  may  in- 
Smlve  serious  hazard  to  my  flank  and  my  line  of  communications,  and 
Qay  not  sufiSce  to  rescue  from  any  peril  in  which  a strong  movement  of 
^ he  enemy  may  involve  him.  I would  advise  that  his  forces  be  sent 
. )y  water.  Even  a portion  thus  sent  would,  by  reason  of  greater  expe- 
ilition  and  security  and  less  complications  of  my  movements,  probably 

|)e  more  serviceable  in  the  operations  before  Richmond.  The  road 
hroughout  the  region  between  the  Rappahannock  and  the  James  can- 
lot  be  relied  upon  and  may  become  execrable  even  should  they  be  in 
heir  best  condition.  The  junction  of  his  force  with  the  extension  of 
|(iy  right  flank  cannot  be  made  without  derangement  of  my  plans,  and 
f my  recent  experience  in  moving  troops  be  indicative  of  the  diffi- 
ulties  incident  to  McDowell’s  march,  the  exigencies  of  my  present  posi- 
ion  will  not  admit  of  the  delay. 

I have  ordered  back  all  the  transports  used  in  bringing  McCall’s 
ivision,  that  they  may  be  ready  for  service  if  you  deem  it  best  to  em- 
ploy water  transportation.  I have  to-day  moved  my  headquarters, 
.cross  the  Chickahominy  to  a central  position,  so  that  I can  readily 
each  any  point  of  attack  or  advance.  The  enemy  are  massing  their 
roops  near  our  front,  throwing  up  earthworks  on  all  the  approaches  tO’ 
Richmond,  and  giving  every  indication  of  fight. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLaN^, 

Major-General. 


\ Headquarters  Third  Division,  Third  Corps, 

i June  12,  1862. 

^ /aptain  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.)  Third  Corps: 

Sir  : In  answer  to  all  queries  as  to  my  position,  I have  this  moment 
aturned  from  a thorough  examination  of  the  same.  I can  assure  the 
eneral  that  it  is  complete,  easily  defended  with  my  two  brigades,  and 
alfills  all  his  desires. 

15  R R— VOL  XI,  PT  III 
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I have  two  brigades  in  the  position,  forming  a first  line  and  half  as 
reserves,  two  Michigan  regiments  supporting  the  pickets  to  the  left  and 
front,  and  four  companies  of  Ward’s  brigade  directly  in  front,  ready  tc 
attack  in  flank  any  enemy  approaching  Hooker’s  left. 

My  battery  sweeps  every  approach,  and  would  materially  aid  an  at- 
tack on  Hooker’s  left. 

The  natural  defenses  are  of  little  avail  in  our  front,  but  are  said  (1 
have  often  examined  the  swamp)  to  be  a reliable  protection  from  oiii 
left  to  the  rear.  However,  from  the  height  of  our  left  I regard  it  as  ol 
small  avail  excepting  as  preventing  the  crossing  of  artillery. 

From  the  abatis,  300  yards  from  and  nearly  on  a height  with  Hooker’s 
redoubt,  the  swampy  grounds  extend  in  a semi-circle  around  to  our  left, 
and  was  the  first  crossed  by  him  yesterday.  I regard  it  as  barely  ar 
impediment  to  the  enemj^  In  front  it  is  watched  by  four  picked  com 
panics,  which,  with  the  strong  Indiana  marksmen,  have  orders  to  sup 
port  Hooker  actively. 

As  to  myself,  it  is  under  the  sweep  of  a battery  of  eight  pieces,  inde 
pendent  of  a steady  line  of  infantry  in  position,  with  equal  numbers  ir 
support. 

The  picket  line  commences  half  a mile  in  our  front;  I should  say  mud 
farther  relatively  in  front  than  is  Hooker’s.  The  main  line  extendf 
around  to  my  left  on  the  swamp,  rather  increasing  in  distance  from  mj 
site  on  the  road  over  which  the  enemy  is  most  likely  to  approach,  cer 
tain  wood  roads  arriving  from  the  upper  points  of  the  Charles  City  road 
and  circling  around  from  the  Williamsburg  road,  a mile  or  so  in  froir 
of  Hooker’s.  We  are  upon  the  enemy’s  pickets;  weave  perhaps  201 
paces  apart.  They  vary  their  line.  We  have  thorough  marksmen  a 
these  points,  vigilant  pickets,  and  very  strong  reserves — two  companiei 
'On  the  two  dangerous  roads  which  come  into  a lateral  road  some  300  pace 
apart,  and  one  company  on  the  shortest  line  to  the  Charles  City  road 
In  addition,  on  this  short  line  to  the  new  Charles  City  road,  the  one  oi 
which  General  Heintzelman  rode  out,  we  have  a chain  of  small  pickets 
guarding  also  certain  branches  of  it  to  said  road.  We  hold  the  nev 
■Charles  City  road  for  about  one-third  of  a mile.  This  road  is  a shor 
2 miles  from  our  left.  The  general  rode  out  yesterday  about  1 mile  oi 
it.  It  is  i)erfectly  secured.  On  this  new  Charles  City  road  the  side  of  i 
toward  us  is  forest;  then  comes  a strip  of  clearing  (and  many  good  farm 
houses)  300  to  400  yards  wide,  and  then  comes  a belt  of  heavy  timbe, 
bordering  the  arm  of  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  There  is  said  to  be  : 
crossing  there.  The  distance  between  the  two  roads  is  about  three 
quarters  of  a mile.  The  new  Charles  City  road  comes  into  the  mail 
one  miles  from  our  pickets.  The  enemy’s  pickets  seem  in  some  fore 
close  to  us,  as  toward  Kichmond,  and  as  on  the  swamp  between  the  tw' 
Charles  City  roads. 

The  only  requisite  to  be  desired  is  a supply  of  axes  to  make  vistas  fo 
the  artillery,  especially  toward  Hooker.  They  cannot  be  obtained  eithe 
from  Hooker  or  Sumner.  It  is  to  be  regretted. 

In  conclusion,  I state  it  for  what  it  is  worth  that  between  my  firs 
crossing  and  return  over  the  nearest  arm  of  the  White  Oak  Swam 
the  water  had  diminished  almost  completel}^ — more  than  three- quarterf 
I have  given  orders  to  our  scouts  to  watch  the  swamp.  It  may  be  tli 
cessation  of  the  rain;  it  may  be  that  the  waters  are  being  diverted. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division.  ' 
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xENERAL  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

N'o.  134.  ) Camj^  Lincoln^  Va.,  June  12,  1862. 

I.  All  fast  riding  or  driving  of  public  horses  and  mules  is  positively 
>rohibited,  unless  in  cases  of  necessity.  Trains  will  not  move  faster 
han  a walk,  except  under  written  orders  to  the  officer  or  wagon-master 
n charge.  Officers  sending  mounted  messengers  with  dispatches, 
ffiich  are  to  be  carried  at  a faster  pace  than  a walk,  will  indicate  upon 
he  envelope  the  gait  the  messenger  is  to  take,  whether  a trot  or  a gal- 
3p.  The  same  directions  may  be  indicated  by  the  seals  on  the  envel- 
pe— one  seal  for  the  walk,  two  for  the  trot,  and  three  for  the  gallop. 
)fficers  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  instructions  they  give  to  mounted 
rderlies  or  trains  with  regard  to  their  gait. 

All  provost-marshals  and  provost  guards  are  specially  charged  with 
he  enforcement  of  this  order. 

II.  The  present  camp  of  these  headquarters  will  be  known  as  Camp 
iincoln. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan; 

1 S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 


June  13,  1862. 


laj.  Gen.  Ambr^ose  E.  Burnside: 

General  McClellan  desires  me  to  say  that  there  is  a prospect  of  an 
engagement  here  shortly.  He  will  telegraph  you  more  fully  in  the 

!3urse  of  two  or  three  hours,  and  at  any  rate  wishes  you  to  remain  at 
'ort  Monroe  until  you  hear  from  him. 

i|  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


’ Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

, Camp  Lincoln.  June  14,  1862. 

Nrig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 


General;  I have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
I 'al  commanding  that  I have  caused  to  be  established  observatory  sta- 
tons  on  the  other  (the  left)  bank  of  the  Chickahominy,  near  Hogan’s 
i|Diise,  and  at  Austin’s  house,  near  the  mill  this  side  of ‘Mechanicsville. 
'I  From  these  points  the  open  ground  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy 
'id  in  front  of  our  lines  can  be  observed.  The  view  extends  also  over 
ie  heights  opposite  Mechanicsville,  and  partially  covers  some  of  the 
am  roads  leading  from  Eichmond  and  north  of  the  railroad,  such  as 
iose  passing  Mrs.  Christian’s,  Old  Tavern,  and  Garnett’s  house,  on  this 
'de  the  Chickahominy.  These  stations  communicate  directly  with  a 
■gnal  station  near  General  Smith’s  headquarters. 

From  General  Smith’s  headquarters  to  this  camp  I have  directed  a 
dd  telegraph  to  be  extended. 

The  officers  upon  the  observatory  stations  are  ordered  to  report  any 
:ovements  or  forces  of  the  enemy  within  their  view  at  4 a.  m.,  at  12 
.,  at  6 p.  m.,  and  at  12  p.  m.  In  case  of  firing,  to  report  what  guns 

< the  enemy  are  firing  and  in  what  direction.  They  are  further 

< dered  to  keep  a constant  watch  with  telescopes  and  report.  Mes- 
^ges  can  be  sent  hence  to  these  stations  or  received  here  whenever  it 
Jay  be  desirable. 
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I have  the  honor  to  further  report  that  the  country  on  the  other  sich 
of  the  Ohickahominy  and  in  the  vicinity  of  many  of  tlie  bridges  is  fa 
vorable  for  the  establishment  of  signal  stations,  and  to  request  to  b« 
informed  what  points  it  is  desirable  should  be  placed  under  especia 
observation. 

It  has  seemed  to  me,  that  the  fire  of  batteries  posted  upon  the  othe 
side  of  the  Chickahominy  could  be  made  to  cover  an  advance  on  thi; 
by  signal  communication,  or  could  equally  be  directed  by  signals  her 
upon  an  enemy  advancing  upon  our  lines  and  invisible  to  us,  but  not  h 
the  officers  at  the  batteries. 

In  reference  to  observations  to  be  made  from  the  balloons  prior  t 
or  during  an  engagement,  I would  state  that  if  an  officer  of  experienc 
as  an  engineer  could  be  detailed  to  make  the  observations,  his  brit 
reports  as  to  the  movements  of  an  enemy  invisible  to  him  can  be  sen 
from  the  car  of  the  balloon  at  Hogan’s  to  the  general  commanding  a 
General  Smith’s  headquarters,  or  wherever  on  the  field  in  front  of  ou 
present  position  he  may  be  in  sight  of  the  balloon,  by  a signal  office 
to  be  detailed  for  that  purpose.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  reports  migli 
be  received  in  the  same  manner  from  4:he  balloon  at  Mechanicsville. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ ^ ^ ^ ALBERT  J.  MYER, 

Signal  Officer,  Major,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  i 

Medical  Director’s  Office, 

Camp  Lincoln,  June  15,  1862. 

General  R.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General:  Surg.  J.  F.  Hammond,  medical  director,  Sumner’s  corpi 
having  telegraphed  to  me  this  morning  that  there  were  some  signs  (, 
scurvy  in  that  corps,  I sent  Dr.  A.  K.  Smith  over  at  once  to  invest 
gate  the  matter.  Dr.  Smith  reports  to  me  that  he  found  six  cases  i 
the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Regiments,  in  Dana 
brigade,  and  several  more  acquiring  the  predisposition  to  scurvy. 

General  Dana  informed  Dr.  Smith  that  he  had  been  unable  to  obtail 
vegetables  (such  as  potatoes)  for  his  men  for  a long  time.  Paragrapj 
1202,  General  Regulations,  confines  the  issue  of  antiscorbutics  to  tlj 
sick  and  then  they  are  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  hospital  fund.  I thin]| 
however,  that  potatoes  have  been  made  x^art  of  the  ration  by  an  act  '|i 
Congress.  It  is  certain  that  vegetables  are  absolutely  necessary 
prevent  scurvy,  and  if,  as  in  our  present  circumstances,  they  cannot  V 
purchased  by  the  men,  the  subsistence  department  must  supply  then 
or  the  men  will  become  scorbutic.  . ^ 

I have  ordered  a sujiply  of  lemons  and  cream  of  tartar  from  Whi 
House  to  Sumner’s  corps.  I have  also  telegraphed  to  Colonel  Clark 
to  issue,  if  possible,  potatoes,  dried  apples,  pickles,  and  desiccate 
vegetables  to  the  men,  and  have  promised  to  furnish  him  with  an 
authority  he  needs  that  I can  procure. 

I think  the  issue  of  the  three  first  articles  absolutely  necessary,  ar 
have  no  doubt  it  will  speedily  arrest  the  disease.  The  desiccated  vc' 
etables  are  less  reliable,  as  the  men  dislike  to  use  them.  They  shouL 
however,  be  compelled  to  do  so.  Potatoes  come  in  this  shape,  and  i 
believe  the  commissary  has  them  on  hand.  I have  the  honor  to  recoi ' 
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lend  that  fresh  potatoes,  fresh  onions,  dried  apples,  and  desiccated 
egetables  be  immediately  ordered  to  be  issued  as  parts  of  the  daily 
itions,  and  that  the  commanding  officers  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
ieing  them  daily  and  properly  used. 

As  I am  closing  this  letter  I receive  the  following  dispatch  from 
olonel  Clarke  in  reply  to  my  telegram  : 

Potatoes,  dried  apples,  and  desiccated  vegetables  have  been  sent  to  the  depot  near 
iir  Oaks  Station,  from  which  General  Sumner’s  corps  draws  its  supplies.  More  will 
) sent.  I do  not  know  a single  command  in  which  Special  Orders,  No.  155,  Head- 
larfcers  Army  of  the  Potomac,  have  been  complied  with.  Could  not  the  medical 
rectors  insist  on  having  it  carried  out  in  their  respective  corps  ? 

The  means,  then,  of  preventing  scurvy  have  always  been  ready  for 
sue  in  the  subsistence  department.  The  responsibility  for  its  occur- 
nce  rests  with  those  who  have  neglected  to  use  those  means.  I think 
ringent  orders  necessary  to  compel  regimental  officers  to  see  that  their 
en  are  provided  with  and  habitually  use  these  necessary  articles. 

I \^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I CHS.  S.  TEIPLEE, 

Surgeon  and  Medical  Director^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

; (Copy  for  General  Williams.) 


I Headquartees  Fourth  Corps, 

June  15,  1862. 

Irig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge7ieral,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Sir:  I am  just  in  from  General  Casey’s  headquarters. 

The  cessation  of  the  rains  a few  days  past  has  dried  up  the  White 
Cik  Swamp  to  a certain  degree,  and  it  is  fordable  in  many  places.  If 
(fe  enemy  has  force  to  spare  for  a diversion,  Casey  is  too  weak  in  that 
piarter. 


A reconnoitering  party  of  cavalry  from  Casey’s  camp  proceeded  to- 
Jjy  to  within  2J  miles  of  the  James  Eiver  and  examined  the  roads 
tward  Eichmond.  They  discovered  but  a few  mounted  pickets,  and 
tjptured  a horse  and  equipments  and  a carbine  or  two. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 


bn. 


McClellan’s,  June  15,  1862—7.40  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  June  16,  12.30  p.  m.' 

E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 


Another  rain  set  in  about  3 p.  m.  to-day  and  has  continued  up  to  the 
Ijesent  time.  This  will  retard  our  movements  somewhat,  as  a little 
rin  causes  the  ground  in  this  section  to  become  soft  and  boggy,  ren- 
Rring  it  impossible  to  move  artillery  except  directly  in  the  traveled 
rws.  In  this  arm  especially  consists  our  great  superiority  over  the 
Eemy , and  as  we  will  have  to  cut  out  several  roads  through  new  ground 
r the  army  to  advance,  then  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
tve  some  few  days  of  dry  weather  to  make  the  ground  hrm  enough  to 
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sustain  forces  and  guns.  The  brigades  are  progressing  raj)idly,  and  we 
shall  very  soon  be  ready  to  strike  the  final  blow. 

Colonel  Key  has  had  an  interesting  interview  with  Howell  Cobb  to- 
day, the  particulars  of  which  I will  explain  to  you  by  letter.*  It  proves 
among  other  things  most  conclusively  that  they  will  defend  Richmond 
to  the  last  extremity.  The  interview  was  arranged  for  the  purpose  ol 
bringing  about  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  but  in  the  course  of  the  con- 
versation other  matters  were  introduced  and  discussed.  Six  prisoners 
just  captured  from  the  First  Korth  Carolina  State  troops  say  their  regi- 
ment arrived  in  Richmond  a few  days  ago  from  Goldsborough  with  the 
Third  Korth  Carolina,  Thirtieth  Virginia,  Forty-fourth  and  Forty-ninth 
Georgia  troops.  I think  it  important  in  view  of  this  to  hurry  on  trans- 
I)ortation  to  Burnside. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-General. 


Statement  of  the  re-enforcements  sent  to  General  McClellan  after  his  disetnbarkation  upor. 
the  Peninsula,  prior  to  the  l^th  day  of  June,  1862. 


Aggregate  present 
for  duty. 

Aggregate  on  special 
duty,  sick,  and  in 

arrest. 

Aggregate  absent. 

Total  aggregate  pres- 

ent and  absent. 

General  Franklin’s  division 

11,  332 

270 

846 

12,  441 

Troops  sent  by  General  Dix  from  Baltimore 

..  (*)  .. 

..  (‘)  .. 

..  (*)  -• 

t72! 

Troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  the  headquarters  of  which 
were  at  Fort  Monroe,  taken  from  the  report  of  General  Wool,  for 
May  31. 1862. 

11,  514 

1, 483 

1,  010 

14,  00' ■ 

General  McCall’s  division 

9,  514 

262 

2, 487 

12,  26: 1 

32,  360 

2, 015 

4,  343 

1 39,44 

* Not  reported  t Taken  from  the  last  return,  before  the  31st  of  May,  1862. 


Adjutant-General’s  (Office, 
Washington^  D.  0.,  December  31,  18(>2. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  preceding  statement  is  accurately  com 
piled  from  the  reports  of  Major-General  McClellan,  General  Wool,  anc, 
General  Dix,  which  are  now  on  file  in  this  ofiice. 

E.  D.  TOWKSEKD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Getieral. 


McClellan’s,  June  16, 1862. 

Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General : 

I need  imperatively  the  following  new  troops,  and  I beg  that  they  b( 
sent  without  delaj^ : Two  regiments  more  are  required  for  General  Dix 
one  regiment  is  required  for  Yorktown  ; from,  two  to  four  are  require! 
for  Williamsburg,  the  White  House,  and  railroad  guards.  Events  an 
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showing  the  necessity  of  the  troops  here  asked  for.  Please  let  me  know 
by  telegraph  whether  my  request  can  be  complied  with. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major-General. 


McClellan’s, 

June  16,  1862 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  following  just  received  : 

. Headquarters, 

Suffolk,  Sunday  Evening. 

Major-General  McClellan: 

A deserter  came  into  this  post  from  Richmond.  He  left  after  the  battle  of  Fair 
Oaks.  He  says  they  have  sent  the  public  records  and  a large  amount  of  ammunition 
to  Danville.  Mrs.  Jefferson  Davis  has  moved  into  North  Carolina.  He  says  Rich- 
mond is  strongly  fortified,  and  they  mean  to  fight  to  the  last,  and  have  about  130,000 
men,  but  are  on  half  rations,  and  the  rank  and  file,  many  of  them,  anxious  to  got 
away.  An  Englishman  who  came  in  from  there  recently  thinks  they  have  150,000 
men. 

MANSFIELD, 

Brigadier- General. 

This  corresponds  with  the  accounts  I have  received  from  various 
sources.  Please  let  me  know  when  and  which  direction  McDowell’s 
command  will  come. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

j Major-General,  Commanding. 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

June  16,  1862 — 7 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

i I have  to  request  that  some  improvement  may  be  made  by  the  Ord- 
nance Department  in  the  fuses  for  the  20-pounder  Parrott  guns.  Those 
now  in  use  burn  very  irregularly — as  likely  to  burst  for  2,000  yards 
when  cut  for  800  as  for  800  when  cut  for  2,000.  The  firing  discourages 
us,  as  it  encourages  our  enemies. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN^, 

[Major-General.] 


Fort  Monroe, 

June  16,  1862 — 9 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  telegraph  wires  have  been  extended  to  N’orfolk,  and  I now  have 
communication  with  that  city  and  Suffolk.  General  Viele  telegraphs 
jConpatulatious  on  the  completion  of  the  line  and  on  the  improved 
feeling  in  Norfolk.  General  McClellan  has  extended  my  command  to 
STorktown,  Gloucester,  and  Williamsburg. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  182.  / Camp  Lincoln^  Va.^  June  16,  1862. 

* * # # * * * 

III.  The  Cavalry  Eeserve  and  the  troops  under  Brigadier-General 
Stoneman  are  placed  for  the  present  under  the  orders  of  Brig.  Gen.  F. 
J.  Porter,  commanding  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps,  and  will  at  once 
he  reported  accordingly  by  a staff  officer. 

* * ***** 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


McClellan’s, 

June  17,  1862 — 1 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  will  not  need  the  wagon  bodies  you  allude  to.  Our  cavalry  yes- 
terday repaid  the  enemy  for  his  raid  of  Friday  night  by  surprising  him 
at  Ashland.  Among  other  things  retaken,  a Bull  Bun  wagon.  Weather 
splendid.  Heard  this  morning  heavy  and  long-continued  firing  of  heavy 
guns  in  direction  of  Fort  Darling.  Expect  to  know  more  about  it  soon. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


McClellan’s, 

June  18,  1862 — 10.30  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Several  deserters  state  that  troops  have  left  Bichmond  to  re-enforce 
Jackson;  that  the  movement  began  on  the  8th,  when  two  battalions 
went;  that  a regiment  of  cavalry  preceded  them,  going  westward,  but 
not  known  whether  to  Jackson  or  elsewhere.  During  the  past  week 
a considerable  portion  of  Longstreet’s  division  is  said  to  liave  followed, 
and  two  more  batteries  on  14th,  the  whole  probably  commanded  by 
General  Whiting.  The  batteries  went  by  rail  via  Lynchburg.  It  is  not 
known  how  the  infantry  went. 

I cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  statement,  but  it  seems  certain 
that  the  belief  in  Bichmond  and  among  rebel  troops  is  that  the  case  is 
as  stated.  If  re-enforcements  have  gone  to  Jackson,  they  are  probably 
in  considerable  force,  not  less  than  10,000. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  June  18,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Yours  of  to-day  making  it  probable  that  Jackson  has  been  re-enforced 
by  about  10,000  from  Bichmond  is  corroborated  by  a dispatch  from 
General  King  at  Fredericksburg,  saying  a Frenchman  just  arrived  from 
Bichmond  by  way  of  Gordonsville  met  10,000  to  15,000  passing  through 
the  latter  place  to  join  Jackson. 
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If  this  is  true  it  is  as  good  as  a re-enforcement  to  you  of  an  equal 
force.  I could  better  dispose  of  things  if  I could  know  about  what  day 
you  can  attack  Eichmond,  and  would  be  glad  to  be  informed,  if  you 
think  you  can  inform  me  with  safety. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


The  President  : 


McClellan’s,  June  18,  1862. 


I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  to-day. 
Our  army  is  well  over  the  Chickahominy,  except  the  very  considerable 
forces  necessary  to  protect  our  flauks  and  communications.  Our  whole 
line  of  pickets  in  front  runs  within  6 miles  of  Eichmond.  The  rebel 
line  runs  within  musket-range  of  ours.  Each  has  heavy  support  at 
hand.  A general  engagement  may  take  place  any  hour.  An  ad- 
vance by  us  involves  a battle  more  or  less  decisive.  The  enemy  ex- 
hibit at  every  point  a readiness  to  meet  us.  They  certainly  have  great 
numbers  and  extensive  works.  If  10,000  or  15,000  men  have  left  Eich- 
mond to  re-enforce  elackson  it  illustrates  their  strength  and  confidence. 
After  to-morrow  we  shall  fight  the  rebel  army  as  soon  as  Providence 
will  permit.  We  shall  await  only  a favorable  condition  of  the  earth 
and  sky  and  the  completion  of  some  necessary  preliminaries. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-General. 


McClellan’s, 

June  18,  1862 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Colonel  Averell  has  just  returned  from  a scout  to  the  Mattapony.  A 
band  of  guerrillas  he  was  in  search  of  had  left  the  day  before.  He  de- 
stroyed the  bridge,  took  a number  of  wagons  and  carts  loaded  with 
supplies  for  Eichmond,  destroyed  a large  amount  of  rebel  grain,  and 
took  some  important  prisoners.  As  usual,  he  conducted  the  expedition 
most  handsomely. 

Colonel  Gregg  made  a handsome  reconnaissance  to  Charles  City 
Court-House  and  recovered  some  of  the  mules  driven  off  by  Stuart.  I 
think  we  are  about  even  with  Stuart  now.  Am  at  a loss  to  understand 
the  reported  re-enforcements  to  Jackson,  unless  the  enemy  are  in  very 
great  strength  here.  We  will  probably  know  more  of  the  truth  to- 
morrow. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Hooker’s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 
Cam})  near  Fair  Oalcs  Station^  Fa.,  June  18,  1862. 
Capt.  Chauncey  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Army  Corps: 

The  duty  of  obtaining  the  information  desired  by  the  major-general 
commanding  in  his  communication  of  yesterday  was  assigned  the  Six- 
teenth Massachusetts  Eegiment  by  General  Grover.  It  was  executed 
in  fine  style.  A heavy  picket  was  run  against  and  they  attempted  to 
make  a stand,  but  were  driven  from  the  forest.  Colonel  Wyman  re- 
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Ijorts  with  a handsome  number  of  killed  and  wounded.  His  loss,  I 
should  judge,  has  been  15  or  20.  Three  prisoners  were  taken. 

The  district  passed  over  is  only  swampy  in  places.  Full  reports  wdll 
be  furnished  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


[June  18,  1862. — For  Secretary  of  War  to  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  reference  to  the  White  House  property,  on  the 
Pamunkey,  and  subsequent  reports  and  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject, see  Series  III,  Yol.  II.] 


Headquarters  Casey’s  Division, 

Poplar  Dill,  June  18,  1862. 

Captain  Suydam, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : It  has  been  ascertained  by  Captain  Keenan,  commanding 
the  cavalry  on  duty  with  my  division,' that  General  Stuart,  of  the 
rebel  service,  with  a body  of  2,000  cavalry,  is  encamped  between  the 
Kew  Market  road  and  James  River,  about  6 miles  from  my  position. 
I respectfully  suggest  that  a force  of  3,000  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of 
flying  artillery,  be  at  once  dispatched  to  report  to  me. 

I am  of  opinion,  from  the  reports  of  my  scouts  and  reconnoitering 
parties,  that  Stuart’s  position  is  one  that  may  be  attacked  with  a pros- 
pect of  success. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  CASEY, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


Washington,  June  19,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan: 

Yours  of  last  night  just  received  and  for  which  I thank  you. 

If  large  re-enforcements  are  going  from  Richmond  to  Jackson  it 
proves  one  of  two  things,  either  that  they  are  very  strong  at  Richmond 
or  do  not  mean  to  defend  the  place  desperately. 

On  reflection,  I do  not  see  how  re-enforcements  from  Richmond  to 
Jackson  could  be  in  Gordonsville,  as  reported  by  the  Frenchman  and 
vour  deserters.  Have  not  all  been  sent  to  deceive? 

A.  LIKCOLK. 


McClellan’s,  June  19,  1862 — 11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  June  20,  1.35  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

At  this  time  I am  obliged  to  leave  part  of  McCall’s  division  to  guard 
my  communications  from  the  Y^hite  House.  I beg  leave  to  ask  if  I am 
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to  expect  any  new  regiments  soon  ? Such  troops  could  protect  my  rear 
and  give  me  McCalPs  division  entire. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqes.  Hooker^s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 
Gamp  near  Fair  OaJcs  Station^  Fa.,  June  19,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General j Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  one  of  the  forest  trees  a tolerably 
good  view  of  the  enemy’s  field  works  in  my  front  was  obtained  yester- 
day. They  have  a redoubt  located  near  the  railroad ) one  to  command 
the  Williamsburg  old  stage  road,  and  another  to  command  a succession 
of  clearings  which  extend  from  Casey’s  camp  to  their  position,  these 
reaching  off  from  the  cam})  in  nearly  a southwesterly  direction.  These 
redoubts  appear  to  be  connected  with  a continuous  line  of  rifle  pits, 
running  almost  perpendicular  to  the  railroad. 

All  of  these  field  works  are  located  on  the  western  border  of  a wheat 
field,  and  directly  in  advance  of  a dense  pine  forest,  in  which  is  one  of 
the  rebel  camps.  From  a slight  elevation  it  can  be  observed  that  they 
extend  a mile  or  more.  Beyond  that  the  view  is  obstructed.  From  the 
density  of  the  forest  this  camp  would  not  be  observed  except  from  a 
side  view  from  the  east.  It  has  not  been  satisfactorily  ascertained 
whether  the  redoubts  are  garnished  with  guns  or  not. 

For  several  days  past  I have  been  satisfied  of  the  presence  of  a large 
number  of  troops  in  my  immediate  neighborhood,  but  it  was  only  yes- 
terday that  I had  reliable  information  as  to  their  probable  number  or 
the  character  and  extent  of  the  enemy’s  defenses.  This  information 
was  furnished  me  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Potter,  of  the  Seventy-first 
New  York  Volunteers,  whoso  intelligence,  activity,  and  zeal  has  been  of 
great  service  since  my  division  has  had  the  honor  to  hold  the  advance 
of  the  army. 

The  wheat  field  referred  to  is  the  first  cleared  field  we  come  to  after 
passing  the  forest  in  front  of  Casey’s  camp,  and  is  about  600  yards 
wide.  These  field  works  were  not  visible  from  the  wheat  field  on  the 
2d  instant.  Troops  emerging  from  the  woods  will  be  exposed  to  terrible 
fire,  to  avoid  which  Wyman  was  directed  not  to  permit  his  men  to  step 
outside  the  timber. 


I request  that  Private  Libscom,  a jirisoner  of  yesterday,  may  be  ex- 
amined critically,  for  much  valuable  information  can  be  gathered  from 
him.  He  was  sent  to  headquarters  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding  Division, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  136.  ] Camp  Lincoln^  Fa.,  June  19,  1862. 

I.  The  extra  issue  of  whisky  heretofore  ordered  will  be  immediately 
discontinued. 

II.  All  commanding  officers  are  enjoined  strictly  to  enforce  the  exist- 
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iDg  orders  directing  that  hot  coffee  he  served  to  the  troops  immediately 
after  reveille. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan ; 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Washington  City,  June  20, 1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  ; 

We  have  this  morning  sent  you  a dispatch  of  General  Si  gel  corrobo- 
rative of  the  proposition  that  Jackson  is  being  re-enforced  from  Eich- 
mond.  This  may  be  reality  and  yet  may  only  be  contrivance  for  de- 
ception, and  to  determine  which  is  perplexing.  If  we  knew  it  was  not 
true  we  could  send  you  some  more  force,  but  as  the  case  stands  we 
do  not  think  we  safely  can.  Still,  we  will  watch  the  signs  and  do  so 
if  possible. 

In  regard  to  a contemplated  execution  of  Captains  Sprigg  and  Trip- 
lett the  Government  has  no  information  whatever,  but  will  inquire  and 
advise  you.* 

A.  LINCOLN. 


McClellan’s, 

June  20,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 

Major  Woodruff, 

Topographical  Bureau : 

Send  Prof.  [G.  C.]  Schaeffer  to  these  headquarters  immediately,  with  all 
the  notes  and  memoranda  he  collected  for  Colonel  Macomb  concerning 
the  Mattapony,  Pamunkey,  James,  Appomattox,  and  Elizabeth  Eivers; 
also  his  notes  about  the  Fredericksburg,  West  Point,  Danville,  Peters- 
burg, and  Norfolk  Eailroads.  If  necessary,  send  him  by  a special  boat. 
Tell  him  to  be  careful  to  bring  everything ; also  any  books  and  reports 
containing  the  information. 

By  order  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 

Brigadier- General, 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

June  20,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 

Mr.  Felton, 

President  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  Railroad^  Philadelphia : 

Will  you  please  send  me  by  telegraph  in  cipher,  and  also  by  mail 
at  once,  all  the  information  you  have  in  regard  to  the  bridges  on  the 
Charlottesville  and  Lynchburg,  Eichmond  and  Danville,  Lynchburg 
and  Burkesville,  Eichmond  and  Petersburg,  and  Seaboard  and"  Eoanoke 
Eailroads,  giving  the  heights,  length,  and  nature  of  the  structures. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Major-General. 

* Further  correspondence  in  reference  to  Captains  Sprigg  and  Triplett  will  appear 
in  Series  II. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Yirgmnia, 

McClellan’s^  June  20^  1862 — 1 ip.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 

Commanding j New  Berne: 

How  many  troops  could  yon  bring  to  White  House  and  leave  every- 
thing secure  in  your  present  position,  and  what  time  would  it  require 
to  get  the  disposable  troops  to  Fort  Monroe  What  is  the  earliest 
moment  you  can  move  with  your  present  transportation  on  Golds- 
borough  ? 

Answer  at  once. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLA^l, 

Major-General. 


Answer. 

We  can  put  7,000  infantry  in  NTorfolk  in  five  days,  but  no  artillery, 
cavalry,  or  wagons.  We  can  land  at  a point  on  the  Chowan  to  attack 
Petersburg  with  7,000  infantry,  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  250  cavalry, 
and  enough  wagons  for  ammunition  and  four  days^  provisions  in  five 
days. 

We  can  move  on  Goldsborough  at  sixty  hours’  notice  with  10,000  in- 
fantry, twenty  pieces  of  artillery,  five  companies  cavalry.  From  my 
present  information  I think  we  can  take  Goldsborough  and  hold  it  for 
the  present,  although  13  miles  of  the  railroad  between  here  and  Kins- 
ton have  been  destroyed.  At  all  events  we  can  go  to  Kinston  and  re- 
pair the  railroad  and  bridges  between  here  and  there.  We  have  already 
built  the  bridges  over  the  Trent  and  Batchelder’s  Creek,  and  will  proba- 
bly have  to  build  one  more  bridge  of  80  feet  at  Core  Creek  and  one  of 
400  feet  at  Kinston,  although  the  latter  is  not  yet  destroyed  and  we  may 
save  it. 

[A.  E.  BUEKSTDE, 

Major-Qe7ieral.] 


McClellan’s,  June  20,  1862. 

(Deceived  June  20,  7.10  p.  m.) 

General  J.  W.  Eipley, 

Chief  of  Ordnance : 

The  Parrott  ammunition  heretofore  furnished  the  20-pounder  Parrott 
guns  sent  to  this  army  has  proved  unsatisfactory.  The  enemy  thus 
far  fire  better  than  we  can.  The  Schenkl  ammunition  we  have  had 
has,  however,  done  well,  and  I consider  it  of  the  highest  importance 
that  a large  quantity  of  that  kind  be  sent  here  immediately.  I shall 
doubtless  have  occasion  to  use  the  30-pounder  Parrott  guns  I have, 
and  I strongly  advise  that,  if  it  can  be  procured,  a good  supply  of 
Schenkl  ammunition  be  sent  forward  for  that  caliber. 


GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-General. 
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Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Gen.  Gex)rge  B.  McClellan,  U.  S. 
Army,  commanding,  for  June  20,  1862. 


Command. 


General  staff 

TJ.  S.  Engineers  (Duane) 

Engineer  Brigade  (Woodbury) 

Division  of  cavalry  (Cooke) 

Escort  to  headquarters  (McIntyre) 

Provost  guard  (A.  Porter) 

Total  

.Second  Army  Corps  (Sumner’s)  : 

General  staff 

First  Division  (Richardson’s) 

Second  Division  (Sedgwick’s) 

Artillery  (Bartlett) 

Total  

Third  Army  Corps  (Heintzelman’s) : 

General  staff 

Cavalry  (Aver ell) 

Reserve  Artillery  (DeRussy) 

Second  Division  (Hooker’s).'. 

Third  Division  (Kearny’s) 

Total 

Fourth  Army  Corps  (Keyes’) : 

General  staff 

Cavalry  (Gregg) 

First  Division  (Conch’s)  

Second  Division  (Casey’s) 

Re.-.erve  Artillery  (West) 

Total 

Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps  (Fitz  John 
Porter’s). 

General  staff 

Division  (Morell’s) 

. Division  (Sykes’; . - . 

Artillery  Reserve  (Hunt) 

Cavalry  (Farnsworth) 

Total 

Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps  (Franklin’s) : 

General  staff' 

Division  (Slocum’s) 

Division  (W.  F.  Smith’s) 

Cavalry  (McReynolds) 

Total 

Advance  guard  (Stoneman) 

Quartermaster’s  guard  (Ingalls) 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  (Dix) 

Division  (McCall’s) 

Total 

Grand  total* 


Present  for  duty. 

Present  for  duty, 

equipped. 

Aggregate  pres- 

ent. 

Aggregate  pres- 

ent and  absent. 

1 Field  pieces  of 

j artillery.  | 

CO 

© 

O 

O 

i 

46 

4 

58 

ho 

4 

53 

46 
253 
1,  462 
2,336 
ni 
1,095 

57 

288 

1,  659 

2,  765 
144 

1,  330 

190 
1,259 
2,  048 
101 
927 

194 
1,317 
2,  087 
102 
972 

255 

4.  525 

4,  672 

5,303 

6,  243 

11 

11 

11 

386 

7,  685 

8, 145 

8,  742 

10,  743 

16 

380 

8,  764 

8,  681 

9,7  6 

11,  .521 

12 

14 

341 

355 

380 

4..0 

18 

791 

16,  790 

17, 181 

18,  869 

22,  705 

46 

11 

11 

12 

28 

723 

751 

799 

871 

14 

364 

378 

422 

449 

18 

356 

8,  P86 

8,  976 

11,  097 

13,  091 

10 

364 

7,964 

8,  323 

9,  337 

13,  051 

12 

773 

18,  037 

18,  428 

21,  666 

27,  474 

40 

7 

7 

8 

10 

24 

619 

643 

701 

798 

375 

7,  939 

8,314 

9,  359 

11,  906 

7 

248 

5,  042 

5,  248 

6,  680 

11, 134 

9 

15 

341 

356 

403 

481 

20 

669 

13,  941 

14,  568 

17  151 

24,  329 

36 

3 

3 

3 

493 

10,  940 

12,  oil 

12, 626 

14,  798 

24 

268 

5,  477 

5,745 

6, 441 

7,  950 

85 

2,  023 

2, 108 

2,  320 

2,  763 

108 

42 

629 

671 

720 

819 

891 

19,  669 

20,  535 

22, 110 

26,  333 

1.32 

10 

10 

10 

10 

393 

8,  853 

9,  246 

9,  841 

11,077 

18 

401 

8,907 

9,  308 

10,  330 

12,  843 

^2 

44 

797 

841 

871 

981 

848 

18,  557 

19,  405 

21,  052 

24,  911 

40 

5 

59 

62 

86 

51 

1,  050 

1,  093 

1,213 

1,461 

453 

8,  824 

9,  246 

10, 101 

11,025 

382 

9,132 

9,  501 

9,  776 

12,  263 

22 

891 

19, 065 

19,  902 

21, 176 

24.  843 

22 

5,118 

109,  984 

114,  691 

127,  327 

156,  83^ 

sTo 

See  also  Series  I,  Yol.  Y,  p.  13. 
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Statement  of  the  comparative  strength  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  1st  day  of  April, 
1862,  and  the  20th  day  of  June,  1862. 


Aggregate  present 

for  duty. 

Aggregate  on  special 

duty,  sick,  and  in 

arrest. 

Aggregate  absent. 

Total  aggregate  of 

present  and  absent. 

On  the  1st  day  of  April,  1862 

136, 444 
115, 102 

8,848 
12,  225 

13, 127 
29,  511 

158,  419 
156,  838 

On  the  20th  day  of  June,  1862 

21, 342 

1,581 

Difference  

3,  377 

16,  384 

Adjutant-General’s  Office, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  December  31,  1862. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  preceding  statement  is  accurately  com- 
piled from  the  morning  report  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  of  the  1st 
day  of  April  and  the  20th  day  of  June,  1862,  signed  by  Major-General 
McClellan  and  his  assistant  adjutant-general,  Seth  Williams,  and  now 
on  file  in  this  office.* 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington,  June  21,  1862 — 11.10  a.  m. 
General  George  B.  McClellan, 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Richmond,  Va.: 

My  attention  has  been  called  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  defective 
nature  of  the  time  fuses  used  with  your  20-pounders.  As  all  the  paper 
time  fuses  used  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  are  made  and  carefully 
tested  at  the  Washington  Arsenal,  I am  at  a loss  to  understand  the 
nature  of  the  defects  referred  to.  Be  pleased  to  state  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  failure,  so  that  I may  act  understandingly,  and  I will 
use  every  means  in  my  power  to  correct  it. 

Mr.  Schenkl  is  pushing  work  on  the  20-pounder  projectiles.  The 
preparation  of  machinery  will  necessarily  delay  their  delivery  some 
days.  I have  this  day  ordered  him  to  send  you  5,000  30-pounder  pro- 
jectiles with  all  possible  dispatch. 

JAS.  W.  EIPLEY, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 


McClellan’s, 
June  21,  1862 — 2 p.  m. 


I would  respectfully  request  that  no  persons  be  permitted  to  visit 
White  House  or  the  corps  of  this  army  except  upon  strictly  military 
duty.  All  the  means  of  railway  transportation  are  required  to  supply 
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the  troops,  and  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  object  can  be 
accomplished.  The  arrival  of  visitors  also  distracts  the  attention  of 
officers  from  their  duties  at  a moment  when  their  whole  efforts  are  re- 
quired in  attending  to  their  duty.  In  the  event  of  a battle  or  a mere 
skirmish  the  presence  of  visitors  is  a very  serious  inconvenience.  I am 
not  willing  to  be  responsible  for  their  safety. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major- General,  Commanding  Army, 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  €.,  June  21^  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Your  telegrams  received.  All  passes  that  have  been  granted  by  this 
Department  are  made  subject  to  your  regulation,  so  that  your  order  to 
the  master  of  transportation  will  prevent  the  passage  of  any  one  who 
has  heretofore  obtained  a pass,  and  I have  directed  that  none  shall  in 
future  be  given  except  to  persons  on  military  service. 

I am  informed  that  the  Sanitary  Commission  are  freely  giving  passes, 
but  without  any  sanction  from  the  Department.  You  are  authorized 
to  make  any  regulation,  however  stringent,  that  will  exclude  persons 
not  in  the  service  from  your  lines. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


McClellan’s,  Va., 
June  21,  1862 — 9.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  Eichmond  Dispatch  of  to-day  has  the  following : 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  June  17. 

General  Beauregard  and  staff  are  here  on  their  way  to  Richmond.  We  hear  that  a . 
large  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  will  soon  follow  the  general. 

A sufficient  force  will  be  left  wit^h  the  invincible  Bragg  to  check  any  advance  which 
the  vandals  under  General  Halleck  may  attempt  to  make  toward  the  interior.  ^ 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


McClellan’s, 

June  21,  1862—12  m. 

General  Eipley: 

The  supply  of  battery  stores  is  rapidly  becoming  exhausted,  and  uu-; 
less  orders  for  issue  to  Lieutenant  Harris  have  been  given,  of  which  I; 
have  no  knowledge,  I have  to  request  a renewal  of  the  artillery  sup-^ 
plies  asked  for  heretofore  in  April  and  May.  i 

C.  P.  KINGSBHEY.  ; 


McClellan’S,  J 
i June  22,  1862 — 4.30  a.  m.  i 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  * 

Secretary  of  War : 

I am  informed  that  General  James  has  now  completed  two  batteries 
of  bronze  rifled  guns  and  one  battery  of  steel  rifled  guns,  all  3.80-iuch 
caliber. 
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These  guns  have  been  tried  by  officers  in  whom  I have  confidence 
and  I should  be  glad  to  have  you  order  them  for  this  army  as  early  as 
practicable. 

I applied  for  these  guns  during  Mr.  Cameron’s  administration,  but 
could  not  get  them. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLANT, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

June  22,  1862— 1.30  p.  m. 


Some  sharp  attempts  of  the  enemy  last  evening  and  night  to  drive 
in  Hooker’s  pickets.  They  certainly  failed  and  were  driven  back,  with 
what  loss  we  cannot  tell.  Our  loss  1 killed  and  4 wounded.  ^Nothing 
else  of  interest.  Intercepted  letters  state  that  Beauregard  was 
pected  in  Eichmond  a few  days  since. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-  General,  Gomma/nding, 


War  Department, 
June  22,  1862 — 4.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan: 


James  is  not  known  as  a manufacturer  of  guns,  and  it  is  not  known 
^at  he  makes  any  pretension  to  having  invented  one.  Ames,  of 
Chicopee,  manufactures  guns,  and  is  the  manufacturer  of  James’  pro- 
jectile, about  the  merits  of  which  there  are  conflicting  reports,  and  the 
purchase  of  which  you  declined  to  recommend  last  spring.  You  will 
recollect  that  these  are  the  guns  and  projectiles  bought  last  summer 
Illinois  at  an  extravagant  price,  the  job  creating  great 
scandal.  Where  are  the  guns  to  which  your  telegram  refers  ? There 
IS  no  proposal  for  their  sale  on  the  files  of  this  Department.  Who  has 
onered  them  to  you  ? 


EDWIH  M.  STANTOH, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 


McClellan’s, 
June  22,  1862—5.30  p.  m. 


In  my  dispatch  oY  to-day  I omitted  to  ask  you  to  have  the  proper 
imount  of  ammunition  ordered  with  the  James  guns.  If  the  guns  are 

lent  the  ammunition  must  be  procured  from  General  James,  as  it  is 
jecniinr  ' 


GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 
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McClellan’s, 

June  22,  1862 — 7.25  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Your  dispatch  of  4.30  p.  ra.  to-day  received.  The  guns  referred  to 
are  rifled  cannon,  which  Creneral  Oharlers  E.  James  claims  to  have  in- 
vented as  perfectly  adapted  to  his  patent  projectile.  They  are  manu- 
factured hy  Atnes,  of  Chicopee,  Mass.  ^ ^ i 

A member  of  my  stafl,  who  is  a good  artillery  officer,  expeiimented 
with  these  guns  and  James’  patent  projectiles  in  December  last,  and 
pronounced  them  the  best  he  had  seen.  They  are  highly  recommended 
by  other  officers,  and  are  said  to  have  been  the  most  efficient  of  all  those 
used  in  the  siege  of  Fort  Pulaski.  We  have  experienced  much  trouble 
with  many  of  our  new  pattern  projectiles,  and  my  only  object  is  to 
secure  the  best  for  the  service.  I have  no  recollection  of  havmg  ever 
declined  to  recommend  the  purchase  of  these  guns  or  projectiles,  but 
I have,  as  I mentioned  in  my  dispatch  of  to-day,  a distinct  remem- 
brance of  having  recommended  the  jiurchase  of  them  in  January  last, 
and  that  Mr.  Cameron  declined  to  make  the  purchase.  General  James 
informed  me  that  he  has  the  guns  now  ready,  with  projectiles.  With 
these  remarks  I leave  the  matter  in  your  hands.  ^ 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Mai  or- General. 


McClellan’s,  June  22,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Bipley, 

Chief  of  Ordnance : 

I am  directed  by  Major-General  McClellan  to  reply  to  your  dispatch 
of  yesterdav.  The  fuses  most  complained  of  are  the  paper-case  time- 
fuse though  in  many  instances  the  Bormann  fuse  does  not  give  the 
satisfaction  we  ought  to  expect.  The  paper-case  fuses  of  short  time-- 
say  up  to  seven  or  eight  seconds— burn  with  proper  regularity,  but 
those  of  longer  time  are  very  uncertain  ; twelve  seconds  often  burning 
no  longer  than  five  or  six  seconds,  and  fifteen  or  sixteen  seconds  fre- 
quently proving  of  shorter  time  than  either.  This  happens  so  often 
that  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  careless  mistakes  have  been  made  in 
marking  the  time  on  the  outside  of  the  cases.  The  20-poundei  Parmtt 
projectiles  are  again  working  very  badly.  In  very  many  cases  they  fail 
to  take  grooves,  and  peYorm  quite  as  uncertainly  as  they  did  at  \N  ash 
ington  last  September— Captain  Benton  will  remember.  Can  it  be  pos  ’ 
sible  that  the  projectiles  condemned  at  that  time  and  turned  into  tlu 
arsenal  are  now  accidentally  reissued  ? Please  let  us  have  as  much  oil 
Schenkl  projectiles  for  our  rifled  guns  of  every  description,  siege  as  web 
as  field,  as  possible.  I will  write  by  mail  more  at  length  to-day. 

' WILLIAM  F.  BAEEY, 

Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Xew  Bridge,  Va.,  June  22,  1862.  ^ 

. Brig.  Gen.  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Beserve: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  yoi ; 
that  it  is  reported  by  a deserter  that  another  raid  is  in  process  of  prep  \ 
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aration  by  the  enemy,  where  or  when  to  be  made  he  could  not  say. 
General  Eeynolds  reports  that  some  camps  opposite  Meadow  Bridge 
seem  temporarily  deserted,  though  left  standing.  The  commanding 
general  desires  that  you  will  take  every  means  to  obtain  the  earliest 
possible  information  of  any  movements  the  enemy  may  attempt.  He 
wishes  further  that  you  should  push  your  patrols  to  watch  the  roads 
crossing  the  Pamunkey,  and  also  to  keep  your  command  well  in  hand 
for  prompt  action  in  any  quarter.  He  further  directs  that  any  informa- 
tion you  may  obtain  should  at  once  be  communicated  to  these  head- 
quarters. If  any  intimation  of  a movement  beyond  the  Pamunkey 
should  be  obtained,  the  general  would  like  to  have  the  patrols  push 
their  investigations  across  that  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oener ah 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  Lincoln^  June  22,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

General  : In  reply  to  the  circular  of  June  19  I have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  foHowing  acting  signal  officers  have  been  exposed  under 
lire  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  during  the  present  campaign  : 

At  the  siege  of  Yorktown  : First  Lieut.  William  S.  Stryker,  Twelfth 
Virginia  Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  William  B.  Eoe,  Sixteenth  Michi- 
gan Volunteers  ; First  Lieut.  N.  Daniels,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers  • 
First  Lieut.  James  S.  Hall,  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  First 
Lieut.  Charles  S.  Kendall,  First  Massachusetts  Volunteers ; Second 
Lieut.  Frederick  W.  Owen,  Thirty-eighth  Kew  York  Volunteers ; Sec- 
ond Lieut.  Daniel  S.  Tompkins,  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteers;  Second 
Lieut.  Charles  W.  Keen,  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Sec- 
■ond  Lieut.  W.  G.  McCreary,  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers ; Second  Lieut.  George  J.  Clark,  Sixty-second  Kew  York 
Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Carey,  Third  Michigan  Volun- 
teers ; Second  Lieut.  Alexander  M.  Wright,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry; Second  Lieut.  F.  W.*Butler,  Fifth  Kew  Hampshire  Volunteers* 
iSecond Lieut.  Israel  Thickstun,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers; 
iSecond  Lieut.  A.  B.  Jerome,  First  Kew  Jersey  Volunteers;  Second 
Lieut.  E.  A.  Denicke,  Cameron  Eifle  Eegiment  Kew  York  Volunteers  * 
Second  Lieut.  Henry  L.  Johnson,  Fifth  Connecticut  Volunteers.  ^ 

At  engagement  at  Lee’s  Mill : First  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Kendall,  First 
Massachusetts  Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  George  H.  McKary,  Tenth 
1 ennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps ; Second  Lient.  Isaac  Beckett,  Fifty- 
sixth  Kew  York  Volunteers  ; Second  Lieut.  W.  H.  E.  Keel,  Fifty-fourth 
[Ninety-Fifth]  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  Frederick  Hor- 
ner, Sixth  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  N.  Henry  Camp, 
lourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  Charles  T.  Dwight,  First 
Excelsior  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

At  battle  of  Williamsburg  : First  Lieut.  B.  F.  Fisher,  Third  Penn- 
sylvania Eeserve  Corjis;  First  Lieut.  Charles  Herzog,  [Forty-first]  Eegi- 
linent  De  Kalb  New  York  Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  Joseph  Gloskosky, 
Iwenty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  F.  W.  Marsto'n,’ 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  William  H.  E.  Neel, 
Flit} -fourth  [NineW-fifth]  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
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At  battle  of  West  Point : First  Lieut.  Paul  Babcock,  jr.,  Seventh 
Jersey  Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  D.  E.  Castle,  Nineteenth  Indiana 
Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  Ernst  Kurlbaum,  Fifty-eighth  New  York 
Volunteers  ; Second  Lieut.  John  W.  De  Ford,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Beserve  Corps  ; Second  Lieut.  Frederick  W.  Owen,  Thirty-eighth  New 
York  Volunteers. 

At  skirmish  at  Meehan icsville : First  Lieut.  George  H.  McNary, 
Tenth  Pennsylvania  Keserve  Corps ; First  Lieut.  D.  E.  Castle,  Nine- 
teenth Indiana  Volunteers ; First  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Kendall,  First 
Massachusetts  Volunteers ; Second  Lieut.  Isaac  Beckett,  Fifty-sixth 
New  York  Volunteers. 

At  battle  of  Hanover  Court-House  : First  Lieut.  L.  B.  Norton,  Tenth 
Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps;  First  Lieut.  George  H.  McNary,  Tenth 
Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps ; First  Lieut.  Joseph  Gloskosky,  Twenty- 
iiinth  New  York  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  Frederick  Horner,  Sixth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers  ; Second  Lieut.  F.  W.  Marston,  Fortieth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. 

At  signal  station  near  New  Bridge : Second  Lieut.  J.  C.  Wiggins, 
Third  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  N.  Henry  Camp,  Fourth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

At  signal  station  with  General  Burns’  pickets  near  Golding’s  house: 
Second  Lieut.  E.  A.  Denicke,  Cameron  Eifle  Eegiment  New  York  Vol- 
unteers. 

In  each  case  the  officers  above  mentioned  have  performed  their  parts 
with  commendable  coolness  and  alacrity. 

The  services  rendered  entitle  the  following  officers  to  especial  men- 
tion. 

For  important  duty  faithfully  performed  in  keeping  up  communica- 
tion day  and  night  between  the  General  Headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  the  naval  squadron  in  York  Eiver  during  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  for  a period  of  twenty-eight  days,  the  following-named 
officers : First  Lieut.  William  B.  Eoe,  Sixteenth  Michigan  Volunteers, 
in  charge  of  signal  station  at  headquarters,  under  lire  April  30  at  Bat- 
tery No.  1 ; Second  Lieut.  John  W.  De  Ford,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Eeserve  Corps,  in  charge  of  squadron  detail  and  on  flag-ship  Wachu- 
sett,  since  captured  on  James  Eiver  and  now  a j^risoner  of  war  at  Salis- 
bury, N.  C. ; Second  Lieut.  John  F.  Eobbins,  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  at  signal  station  at  headquarters;  First  Lieut.  Henry  E. 
Clum,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  on  flag-ship  Wachusett. 

For  service  in  engagement  at  Lee’s  Mill,  maintaining  communication 
across  a field  swept  by  the  enemy’s  fire : First  Lieut.  George  H.  Mc- 
Nary, Tenth  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps,  station  near  battery ; Second 
Lieut.  Isaac  Beckett,  Fifty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  stationed  with 
the  advance  ; Second  Lieut.  Frederick  Horner,  Sixth  New  Jersey  Vol- 
unteers, with  the  commanding  general ; Second  Lieut.  N.  Henry  Camp, 
Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  with  the  commanding  general ; Second 
Lieut.  Charles  T.  Dwight,  First  Excelsior  Eegiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers. 

No  record  of  messages  was  kept,  and  I have  no  data  by  which  to 
judge  as  to  the  importance  of  above  service.  Messages  were  trans- 
mitted for  General  McClellan  and  General  Smith. 

For  important  service  skillfully  rendered  at  the  battle  of  Williams- 
burg in  opening,  by  the  order  of  Major-General  McClellan,  communica- 
tion, at  night  and  in  the  rain,  between  the  gunboats  lying  in  York  Eiver 
and  the  army  bivouacked  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  also  maintaining 
this  communication  so  long  as  was  necessary:  First  Lieut.  B.  F.  Fisher, 
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Third  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps  j First  Lieut.  Henry  E.  Clum,  Fifth 
Wisconsin  Volunteers ; First  Lieut.  Paul  Babcoct,  jr.,  Seventh  ^ew 
' Second  Lieut.  William  H.  E.  Neel,  Fifty-fourth 
[Ninety-:^fthl  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Second  Lieut.  Charles  T, 
liwight.  First  Excelsior  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers 
For  important  service  at  the  battle  of  West  Point,  in  establishing, 
during  the  engagement,  signal  communication  between  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  general  commanding  the  forces  upon  the  field  of  battle  and 
tlie  ^xuboat  flotilla,  and  so  maintaining  it  as  to  direct,  bv  order  of  Gen  - 
eral Franklin,  the  movements  of  the  gunboats  and  their  range  of  fire 
upon  the  enemy:  First  Lieut.  Paul  Babcock,  jr..  Seventh  New  Jersey 
^ g'^boat  Maratanza;  First  Lieut.  Ernst  Kurlbauni, 
n ^F  rf  York  Volunteers  with  General  Slocum  ; First  Lieut! 

D.  E.  Ldstle,  Nmete^th  Indiana  Volunteers,  with  General  Franklin ; 
Second  Lieut.  John  W.  De  Ford,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps! 

• Second  Lieut.  Frederick  W.  Owen,  Thirty! 

3ighth  New  York  Volunteers,  on  gunboat  Sebago. 

skirmish  at  Mechanicsville  communication  was  established 
ander  fire  and  information  given  to  General  Stoneman  as  to  the  move- 
n^ts  and  success  of  General  Davidson’s  brigade;  not  of  importance, 

^ For  meritorious  service  and  gallant  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Hanover 
^ourt-House,  in  opening  and  maintaining  communication  on  the  field  of 
cattle  under  artillery  and  musketry  fire,  directing  the  fire  of  our  bat- 
enemy,  conveying  information  to  General  F.  J Porter 
movements  of  our  forces  and  of  the  enemy,  and  preventing 
)fficially  reported)  the  fire  of  a United  States  battery  from  being  turned 
)y  mistake  upon  one  of  our  own  regiments : Second  Lieut.  F.  W.  Mars- 

Volunteers,  with  the  advance;  Second 
Ipni*  ^ ersey  Volunteers,  at  battery ; First 

neut.  George  H.  McNary,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps,  n4r  com-  , 
j.  Lieut.  Joseph  Gloskosky,  Twenty-ninth  New 
rork  Volunteers,  in  advance ; First  Lieut.  L.  B.  Norton,  Tenth  Penn- 

commanding  general;  Second  Lieut.  Israel 
-hickstun.  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  on  left  flank. 

PPrf  Thickstun,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volun- 

ja  GT  J stricken  senseless  by  a fragment  of  a shell  while  reconnoiter- 

loore’s  hoCrVortown  movemeuts  at  signal  station  near 

Jmia  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps,  act- 

iU  1!^*  i ordnance  officer,  has  throughout  the  cam- 

w V duties  of  his  position  with  a care  and  faith- 

imess  which  entitle  him  to  commendation. 

First  LieiE.  B.  F.  Fisher,  Third  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps,  and  Sec- 
ad  Lieut.  Henry  L.  Johnson,  Fifth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  in  charge 
t parties  from  the  date  of  the  departure  of  tliis  army  from  Washin^- 
)n,  have  labored  zealously  to  render  them  available  for  their  duties. 

1 am^  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,* 

ALBEET  J.  MYEE, 

Signal  Officer^  Major,  U.  S.  Army, 


Poplar  Hill,  June  23, 1862. 
apt  am  Suydam,  ’ ’ 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  telegram  from  the  major- 

. *See  also  Part  I,  p.  221.  ^ 


246 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXIII. 


general  commanding  ordering  a cavalry  reconnaissance  down  the  Chick- 
ahominy  a company  properly  instructed  were  sent  out  by  me  in  the 
direction  of  Long  Bridge  and  are  now  absent. 

Small  parties  were  dispatched  this  morning  at  an  early  hour  upon 
the  roads  to  my  left.  One  of  them,  under  charge  of  Captain  Keenan, 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  West,  of  my  staff,  has  just  returned.  They 
proceeded  a distance  of  about  2 miles  on  the  Charles  City  road  in  a 
westerly  direction,  then,  turning  to  the  left,  followed  the  Quaker  road, 
so  called,  a distance  of  about  6 miles,  to  within  sight  of  James  Eiver. 
Kothing  unusual  was  detected. 

Captain  Smyth,  in  charge  of  another  party,  fell  in  with  the  enemy’s 
mounted  pickets  about  8 o’clock  this  morning  on  a road  running  paral- 
lel with  James  River,.and  was  fired  upon.  This  point  is  a regular  picket 
post  of  the  enemy,  who  seems  to  have  men  there  to  observe  and  report 

the  movements  of  the  gunboats.  , , t 

I will  take  the  liberty  to  remark  that  in  my  opinion  it  is  a derelic- 
tion of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  gunboats  to  permit  the  enemy’s  pickets 
to  skirt  the  shores  of  the  river  and  his  forces  to  lie  quietly  encamped 


within  range  of  their  guns.  , 

I am  about  sending  a detachment  under  Captain  Keenan,  in  whose 
prudence  and  energy  I place  confidence,  directly  across  the  country  to 
the  river.  He  will  soon  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  a force  has  passed 
or  is  passing. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  CASEY, 

Brigadier- General  Volunteers^  Commanding  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Hooker’s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Fair  OaltS  Station^  Lh.,  June  23,  1862. 


Capt.  Chauncey  McKeever,  i 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Army  Corps: 

By  my  roster  it  will  be  the  duty  of  Sickles’  brigade  to  go  on  picket  I 
service  at  4 o’clock  p.  m.  to-day.  For  the  three  last  tours  of  duty  of  this,^ 
character  this  brigade  has  been  able  to  turn  out  but  about  1,700  men., 
I deem  this  number  as  insufficient,  and  as  my  other  brigades  are  ex- 
hausted in  the  performance  of  their  own  share  ot  this  duty,  I respect- 
fully request  that  600  men  from  some  other  camps  may  be  ordered  to 
re-enforce  Brigadier-General  Sickles  for  twenty-four  hours,  commencing 
at  4 o’clock ; and  if  this  cannot  be  done  from  the  Third  Corps,  I request  i 
that  this  application  may  be  sent  to  general  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

^ ^ ' JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


June  23,  1862 — 8.45  p.  m. 

Capt.  Chauncey  McKeever: 

Have  this  moment  returned  from  the  front.  At  one  time  our  whoh 
line  of  pickets  was  tlirown  well  forward,  and  when  night  came  the  right 
remained  so,  but  the  left,  from  causes  which  I do  not  know  so  well,  Im 
which  Grover  says  he  can  explain  to  my  satisfaction,  was  withdrawn 
to  prevent  being  cut  ofi'  by  rebel  regiments. 
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As  soon  as  the  fact  was  communicated,  I gave  directions  for  the  line 
of  pickets  to  be  re-established  and  to  advance.  This  was  not  done  in 
season  to  bring  up  our  left  with  the  right,  and  fearing  that  the  latter 
would  be  too  much  exposed  from  its  advanced  position  I gave  direc- 
tions to  establish  itself  on  our  old  line.  Will  forward  Grover’s  report  as 
soon  as  I receive  it.  Very  little  resistance  was  offered  to  the  advance, 
though  the  pickets  seemed  to  be  numerous,  but  avoided  collision. 

T am  of  the  impression  that  the  enemy  in  front  is  weak  to-day.  From 
both  of  my  lookouts  we  have  not  been  able  to  see  to  exceed  five  regi- 
ments. The  rebel  camps  are  all  standing.  We  could  see  no  troGjis  in 
them  or  occupying  their  earthworks.  FTot  a piece  of  artillery  was 
fired  on  us  nor  was  a piece  seen  by  any  one.  Please  forward  this  to 
General  Marcy  at  once. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEK, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding  Divisioyi. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  23,  1862 — 4 jj.  m. 

Captain  Goldsborou&h, 

Flag- Officer j Fort  Monroe  : 

Have  the  gunboats  which  I asked  you  for  some  days  since,  and  which 
you  expected,  soon,  yet  arrived  and  been  sent  to  White  House? 

It  is  a matter  of  great  importance  that  this  additional  protection 
should  be  given  to  our  depots  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

GEO.  B.  MrOLELLAN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  23,  1862 — 10.50  p.  m. 

General  Fitz  John  Porter, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

Your  dispatch  of  10.45  received.  Your  dispositions  of  your  troops 
are  approved  by  the  commanding  general. 

You  will  please  hold  a portion  of  your  force  in  reserve  to  watch  your 
right  flank  toward  Walnut  Grove,  Bethesda  Church,  &c. 

Send  patrols  at  once  along  the  line  of  the  Chickahominy  to  ascertain 
whether  the  enemy  are  building  bridges,  and  if  they  are  doing  so  send 
I a sufficient  force  of  reliable  infantry  to  attack  them  unexpectedly  and 
, drive  them  off'. 

Send  during  the  night  any  information  you  may  gain,  and  after  day- 
lu'eak  at  least  every  half  hour. 

If  you  are  attacked  be  careful  to  state  as  promptly  as  possible  the 
! number,  composition,  and  position  of  the  enemy.  The  troops  on  this 
side  will  be  held  ready  either  to  support  you  directly  or  to  attack  the 
emmiy  in  their  front. 

If  the  force  attacking  you  is  large  the  general  would  prefer  the  lat- 
ter course,  counting  upon  your  skill  and  the  admirable  troops  under 
yonr  command  to  hold  their  own  against  superior  numbers  long  enough 
for  him  to  make  the  decisive  movement  which  will  determine  the  fate 
of  Bichmond. 

Do  not  lose  sight  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping  me  constantly 
and  fully  informed  of  everything  which  occurs  in  your  front. 

b.  marcy, 

' Chief  of  Staffi 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  189.  / Camp  Lincoln^  Va.,  June  23,  1862. 

y III.  Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  White 
House  and  take  charge  of  that  important  depot,  including  the  protec- 
tion of  the  railway  and  telegraphic  communications  between  that  point 
and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  All  the  troops  at  the  White  House  and 
upon  the  railway  will  be  so  disposed  of  by  General  Casey  as  best  to  in- 
sure the  safety  of  our  supplies  and  their  prompt  and  secure  transmission 
to  the  army.  He  will  furnish  the  guards  required  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  property  at  the  depots  of  the  staff  departments  at  the  White 
House,  but  will  not  exercise  any  control  over  the  management  of  these 
depots  or  over  the  officers  connected  with  them.  General  Casey  will 
assume  the  general  charge  of  the  hospitals  at  the  White  House.  He 
will  cause  the  convalescents  who  are  unable  to  rejoin  their  regiments 
to  be  armed  for  defense  in  case  of  attack.  He  will  exercise  the  utmost 
vigilance  to  discover  malingerers  and  stragglers  from  the  troops  at  the 
front  who  may  be  in  his  vicinity  or  who  may  endeavor  to  pass  to  the 
North,  and  will  seize  all  such  and  send  them  to  their  regiments  under 
guard. 

IX.  Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  division  lately  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Casey. 

X.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Howe,  volunteer  service,  having  reported  for 
duty  at  these  headquarters,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  War 
Department,  will  report  to  Brigadier- General  Keyes,  commanding 
Fourth  Corps,  for  assignment  to  the  brigade  heretofore  commanded 
by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peck. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  24,  1862 — 12.30  a.  m. 

General  Fitz  John  Porter: 

The  contrabands  that  came  in  to-day  say  that  the  troops  are  intend- 
ing to  cross  the  Chickahominy  the  first  stormy  night  about  20  rods 
below  Meadow  Bridge,  under  cover  of  the  woods. 

Please  have  that  section  of  the  river  well  examined  to-night. 

E.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  24,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 

Generals  Sumner,  Heintzelman,  Keyes,  Smith: 

There  are  some  indications  of  the  enemy’s  intending  to  cross  the 
Chickahominy  near  Meadow  Bridge  to-night.  You  will  please  have 
your  command  under  arms  at  daybreak  this  morning,  and  be  ready  to  . 
move  if  called  upon. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff .' 
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^ ^ ^ June  24,  1862. 

Capt.  Chaunoey  MoKeever:  ’ 

All  the  information  from  our  lookouts  to-day  confirm  my  opinion  of 
yesterday,  that  the  rebel  force  in  my  front  is  considerably  reduced  A 
portion  of  their  camp  has  been  removed  to-day.  The  pickets  have 
been  unusually  quiet  all  day. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  24,  1862—1  mm. 

General  Sumner  : 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  advance  your  pickets,  if 
you  have  not  already  done  so,  in  front  of  Richardson,  on  the  right  of 
the  railroad,  as  far  as  the  opening  of  it  can  be  done,  with  the  support 
of  one  brigade,  without  bringing  on  a general  engagement.  He  wishes 
this  done  this  morning,  if  practicable,  under  the  conditions  specified. 
It  you  advance  your  pickets  inform  General  Hooker  beforehand. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

June  24,  1862. 

General  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  I was  mistaken  this  morning;  the  skirmish  was  between 
Richardson’s  pickets  and  the  enemy.  It  ended  by  throwing  a few  case- 
shot  upon  the  enemy.  I regret  extremely  to  report  that  some  of  our  pick- 
ets  are  behaving  very  badly,  and  it  seems  to  me  they  are  getting  worse 
anQ  worse. 

ninwT  -f.  ‘o.myoote  in  the  night  about  advancing  my 

pickets.  I think  it  will  bring  on  an  engagement,  for  I do  not  see  how 
I can  withdraw  a brigade  after  it  is  engaged. 

I would  ^spectfully  suggest  whether  we  cannot  learn  the  position  of 
|the  enemy  better  with  intelligent  scouts  than  by  driving  in  their  pick- 
bSirer  ^ ^ general  advance.  Please  answer  by 

Very  respectfully, 

^ . E.  Y.  SUMKER, 

Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Army^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac 

June  24,  1862—12  m. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner: 

All  that  the  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  do  is  to  connect  the 

advairne'^^Tt’wm**  Hooker’s  as  those  of  the  latter 

' "y  necessary  for  the  center  and  right  of  vour 
p ckets  to  go  forward  at  all,  and  the  commanding  general  thinks  a reei- 

^rbeTuTctuf'^fc'  which  advancls 

be  sufficient  to  support  them  in  case  of  resistance.  He  also  thinks 
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that  your  center  and  right  are  more  likely  to  be  attacked  than  the  left. 
You  will  not,  therefore,  take  any  of  your  troops  to  support  Hooker 

without  orders  from  these  headquarters.  -r>  ixt  a 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Gunboat  Galena, 

Off  Jamestown.^  June  24,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan  : 

The  railroad  bridge  over  Swift  Greek  is  250  feet  long.  I will  attempt 
to  destroy  it  when  you  wish.  It  should  be  done  a short  time  before  you 
make  your  attack.  I shall  try  by  night  with  row-boats.  Can  you  in- 

dicate  when  to  do  it  ? BODGEES, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Lincoln,  June  24,  1862 — 6 ji.  m. 

Com.  John  Eodgers:  I 

Dispatch  received.  If  you  can  effectually  destroy  the  bridge  in  ques-  | 
tion  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  They  cannot  replace  a bridge  ot  > 
that  length  in  many  weeks,  and  I am  about  to  commence  decisive  : 
measures.  Circumstances  force  me  to  begin  my  attack  at  some  dis-  i 
tauce  from  the  oxide.*  In  a few  days  I hope  to  gam  ^^^^h  ' 


as  to  enable  me  to  place  a force  above  Ball's  and  Drewry’s  Bluffs,  so  i 

■ T 1 i.* /^nuci.ll  imc!  in  1 I 


that  we  can  remove  the  obstructions  and  place  ourselves  iii  commnnica- 
tiou  with,  you  so  that  you  can  co-operate  in  the  final  attack  in  tiie 
mean  time  please  keep  some  gunboats  as  near  Drewry’s  Bluff  as  pru-  s 
deuce  will  permit.  Within  the  next  two  or  three  days  I hope  to  be 
within  range  of  oyster.*  By  that  time  I hope  to  see  you  in  person  to 
arrange  oar  movements.  I will 

Major- General. 


Camp  Lincoln, 
June  24,  1862—6.30  p.  m. 


Major-General  Heintzelman, 

Commanding  Third  Corps : 

Dispatch  of  6 p.  m.  received.!  If  it  is  a possible  thing,  take  advan- 
tage of  the  weakness  of  the  enemy  and  push  your  pickets  at  least  to 
the  edge  of  the  next  clearing.  Please  give  your  personal  attention  to 
this,  and  arrange  with  General  Sumner  so  that  he  may  maintain  con- 
stant connection.  . , , 

I have  been  all  over  the  right  to-day  and  will  open  with  heavy  guns 
to-morrow.  To-morrow  night  I hope  to  gain  possession  of  the  Gmnett 
field,  and  by  another  day  of  the  Old  Tavern  and  some  ground  in  ad- 
vance. It  will  be  chiefly  an  artillery  and  engnieer  affair. 

Keep  your  command  as  fresh  as  possible,  ready  for  another  battle. 


* \yords  not  deciphered;  probably  stand  for  River  and  Richmond, 
t Not  found. 
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I cannot  afford  to  be  without  Heintzelman,  Kearny,  and  Hooker  in  the 
last  effort. 

I have  satisfactory  communications  from  the  gunboat  fleet  in  James 
Eiver. 

They  have  done  an  immense  amount  of  work  on  our  right,  but  seem 
to  be  deceived  as  to  our  intentions.  All  looks  well. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  24,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 

General  William  F.  Smith: 

The  general  commanding  wishes  you,  when  Porter  commences  firing 
to-morrow,  to  watch  the  effect,  with  your  men  ready,  and  if  you  should 
see  an  opportunity  by  which  you  think  you  can  with  safety  advance,  to 
communicate  with  Porter  by  signals,  telling  him  where  to  direct  his 
guns,  and  also  inform  him  from  time  to  time  what  effect  they  produce, 
if  you  perceive  any. 

Myer  will  be  directed,  if  he  has  not  already  done  so,  to  establish  sig- 
nal communication  with  Porter  and  you.  Please  inform  General  Frank- 
lin of  this,  that  his  division  may  be  ready. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  25,  1862 — 10.30  a.  m. 


General  Fitz  John  Porter: 


Have  your  command  under  arms  ready  to  move  as  circumstances  may 
require. 

Fighting  still  in  front  of  Hooker. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  25  [?],  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Everything  very  quiet  to-day.  I hope  to  open  on  enemy’s  batteries 
to-morrow  morning  and  to  gain  important  advantages  within  forty- 
eight  hours — not  however  bringing  us  to  Eichmond,  but  somewhat 
' nearer,  and  improving  our  position.  It  is  again  raining,  but  this  will 
not  probably  defer  movements. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Redoubt  No.  3,  June  25,  1862 — 5 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  affair  is  over,  and  we  have  gained  our  point  fully  and  with  but 
little  loss,  notwithstanding  strong  opposition.  Our  men  have  done  all 
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that  could  be  desired.  The  affair  was  probably  decided  by  two  guns 
that  CaiDtain  De  Eussy  brought  gallantly  into  action  under  very  difficult 
circumstances.  The  enemy  driven  from  his  camps  in  front  of  this  and 
all  now  quiet. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  25,  1862 — 5.20  p.  m. 

General  PiTZ  John  Porter: 

General  McClellan  says  tell  Porter  that  the  work  is  done.  Secesh 
driven  from  his  camps.  Success  complete. 

I think  we  have  occupied  a new  and  advantageous  line  for  our  pickets. 
Stop  firing  unless  you  have  some  particular  object. 

E.  B.  MAEOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  25,  1862 — 5.25  j).  m. 

General  S.  P.  Heintzelman: 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  regard  your  new  line  in  front 
as  merely  a picket  line,  and  your  intrenchments  as  your  true  field  of 
battle.  If  your  pickets  should  be  hard  pressed  they  should  fall  back 
to  the  intrenchments  slowly. 

He  also  wishes  you  to  cut  out  as  much  of  the  timber  in  the  front  of 
your  works  as  possible  to-night,  so  as  to  increase  the  range  for  the 
artillery. 

E.  B.  MAEGY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  25 j 1862 — 5.25  p.  m. 

General  Sumner  : j 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  regard  your  new  line  in  ft'ont 
as  merely  a picket  line,  and  your  intrenchments  as  your  true  field  of  i 
battle.  If  your  pickets  should  be  hard  pressed  they  will  fall  back 
slowly  to  the  intrenchments,  firing  as  they  retire. 

He  also  wishes  you  to  cut  away  as  much  of  the  timber  as  possible  in 
front  of  your  works,  so  as  to  give  you  a more  open  space  on  your  front.  i 

E.  B.  MAEOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


General  McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

June  25 j 1862 — 7 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 

JVew  Berne.;  N.  C. : 

Eeports  from  contrabands  and  deserters  to-day  make  it  probable  that 
Jackson’s  forces  are  coming  to  Eichmbnd  and  that  a part  of  Beaure- 
gard’s force  have  arrived  at  Eichmond.  You  will  please  advance  on 
Goldsborough  with  all  your  available  forces  at  the  earliest  practicable 
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moment.  I wish  you  to  understand  that  every  minute  in  this  crisis  is 
of  great  importance.  You  will  therefore  reach  Goldsborough  as  soon 
as  possible,  destroying  all  the  railroad  communications  in  the  direction 
of  Richmond  in  your  power. 

If  possible,  destroy  some  of  the  bridges  on  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston 
Railroad  and  threaten  Raleigh. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major-General, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington,  D,  C, : 

The  following  has  just  this  moment  received 


McClellands, 
June  25,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 


A contraband  who  came  into  our  lines  under  the  fire  of 
Beauregard  and  his  troops  arrive  in  Richmond. 


our  guns  to-day  says  he  saw 

F.  J.  PORTER, 

BHgadier-General. 


This  only  serves  to  corroborate 
several  sources  to-day. 


previous  information  received  from 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General j Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  25,  1862 — 8.30  p.  m. 

General  Silas  Casey,  White  Souse : 

Information  has  been  received  here  that  the  enemy  design  attacking 
our  communications.  Please  send  out  cavalry  reconnoitering  parties 
from  TunstalPs  Station  to-morrow  morning,  both  above  and  below  the 
raili’oad,  and  direct  them  to  give  you  timely  notice  of  any  approach  of 
rebel  forces  toward  your  position,  and  report  to  these  headquarters  all 
nnportant  information  you  may  get  regarding  the  enemy’s  movements. 
It  18  said  that  Jackson  is  coming  from  Gordonsville  with  the  intention 
of  attacking  our  right  flank  soon  j therefore  be  vigilant. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff, 


Hon. 


Porter’s  Headquarters,  June  25, 1862—10.30  p.  m. 

(Received  June  26 — 2.22  a.  m.) 

E.  M.  Stanton : 


regimen  ts  at  once  to  re-enforce  garrison  of  Yorkto wn 
and  White  House.  Another  division  of  old  troops  would  be  invaluable. 
Also  a couple  of  new  regiments  of  cavalry. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

• Major-General,  Commanding, 
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Porter’s  Headquarters,  June  25, 1802 — 10.40  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  June  26 — 3 a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar  : 

The  information  I received  on  this  side  tends  to  confirm  impression 
that  Jackson  will  soon  attack  our  right  and  rear.  Every  possible  pre- 
caution is  being  taken.  If  1 bad  another  good  division  I could  laugh 
at  Jackson.  The  task  is  difficult,  but  this  army  will  do  its  best,  and 
will  never  disgrace  the  country.  Nothing  but  overwhelming  forces  can 
defeat  us.  Indications  are  of  attack  on  our  front  to-morrow.  Have 

made  all  possible  arrangements.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-General. 


June  25,  1862. 


General  McClellan, 

At  Porter^s  Headquarters: 

The  following  received.  What  shall  I say  to 
Heintzelman 


Generals  Sumner  and 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Heintzelman's,  June  1862 — 9 p.  m. 

General  Marcy: 

General  Robinson,  after  he  had  been  re-enforced  by  a portion  of  General  Birney  s 
brigade,  recovered  the  little  ground  he  had  lost  and  drove  the  enemy 
occupy  our  line  of  the  forenoon,  but  the  rebels  are  not  quite  so  far  back,  and  seem  to 
be  in  considerable  force  in  front  of  General  Robinson.  The  enemy  have  four  pieces 
of  artillery  on  the  Williamsburg  road  in  position.  Have  advanced  it  half  waj  aciossj 
the  clearing,  and  have  a large  infantry  force  to  support  it.  There  is  a stiong  pros- 
pect of  their  attacking  us  in  the  morning.  I think  General  Sumner  should  > at 
least  a brigade  to  the  left  of  the  railroad  to  support  his  picket  line,  and  should  msli 
his  picket  line  forward  to  connect  with  mine.  It  is  now 


Briaadier-deneraJ. 


June  25,  1862 — 11. 

Brigadier-General  Heintzelman  : 

General  McClellan  desires  that  you  hold  the  position  you  now  have, 
if  it  can  be  done  without  undue  danger.  His  order  for  you  to  tall  back 
was  based  on  the  dispatch  from  you,  that  you  were  too  hard  pressed. 
Re-enforcements  are  being  sent  up,  and  General  McClellan  will  start 


at  once. 


A.  Y.  COLBURN, 

Ass istant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

June  25,  1862 

General  Philip  Kearny  : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  the  instruction 
from  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  (inclosed)  be  fully  carriec 
out,  and  if  the  troops  have  to  fall  back  that  they  avoid  masKing  Uu 
batteries,  so  as  to  give  them  lull  play. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  oe  the  Potomac, 

June  25,  1862. 


General  Heintzelman: 


If  an  attack  is  made  in  force  on  your  line  you  must  receive  it  in  your 
intrenchments,  your  pickets  only  to  give  you  warning,  and  only  sup- 
ported suf6ciently  to  prevent  them  from  being  driven  in  by  a small 
force.  If  they  are  attacked  by  a large  force  they  must  at  once  fall 
back  to  the  intrenchments,  leaving  full  play  for  the  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry in  the  intrenchments.  One-half  of  your  force  should  be  placed 
in  reserve,  to  strengthen  points  most  vigorously  attacked.  The  general 
commanding  thinks  that  the  mass  of  PalmePs  and  Birney’s  brigades 
and  De  Eussy^s  two  guns  should  at  once  be  moved  behind  your  intrench- 
iments,  provided  you  are  confident  that  the  enemy  will  attack  in  force 
I in  the  morning,  leaving  merely  the  picket  lines  with  rather  more  than 
I usual  support  to  hold  the  ground  against  any  new  attack  by  skirmish- 
lers,  to  observe  the  enemy. 

I The  general  wishes  to  fight  behind  the  intrenchments  if  attacked  in 
jforce.  Be  sure  and  have  the  8-inch  howitzers  all  in  position  and  well 
(Supplied  with  ammunition  before  morning  j also  the  four  Kapoleon  guns 
Intended  for  the  redoubts. 

Acknowledge  at  once. 

By  order  of  General  McClellan ; 

E.  B.  MAEOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


\ 


\ Headquarters  Poplar  Hill,  Va., 

June  25,  1862. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General  Army  of  the  Poto^nac: 

Sir  : Much  of  the  time  since  my  arrival  at  this  place  has  been  de- 
voted to  an  examination  of  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  commencing  on  the 
left  of  Couches  pickets.  After  crossing  and  recrossing  at  different  sec- 
tions I am  of  the  opinion  that  it  affords  but  a slight  defense  against 
lan  enterprising  enemy.  Infantry  can  pass  through  at  most  points  at 
ithis  time,  when  the  present  rain  has  added  much  to  the  volume  of 
water.  Judging  from  the  character  of  swamps  in  general,  this  one 
should  offer  greater  obstacles  and  impediments  toward  its  mouth,  but 
the  reverse  is  the  case,  the  approaches  being  firmer  and  the  bottom  of 
harder  material.  Perhaps  a number  of  dams  would  cause  a sufficient 
overfiow  in  the  swamp  to  deter  the  enemy  from  attempts  at  crossing. 
Two  hundred  choppers  are  at  work  on  an  abatis  and  others  in  the 
swamp  for  closing  all  fords  and  passes  by  obstructions. 

The  slashing  of  the  timber  on  the  right  and  left,  opening  of  some 
nfie  pits,  \vdll  strengthen  the  position.  Works  in  connection  with 
the  others  in  the  direction  of  the  intrenched  camp  would  of  course 
^^rengthen  this  fiank,  but  I have  no  force  adequate  for  so  long  a line. 
The  country  across  the  swamp  is  open  and  quite  favorable  for  cavalry. 
Early  information  by  mounted  i)ickets  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  A 
large  force  of  this  arm  should  be  at  my  disposal — at  least  one  regiment. 

Have  been  over  the  lines  held  by  General  NTaglee.  A small  work  or 
iifie  pit  across  the  railway  should  be  made  near  the  screen  of  timber. 
Have  directed  this  and  the  slashing  of  timber  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
lines. 


256 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXm. 


The  redoubt  on  the  road  from  Bottom’s  Bridge  is  in  a half-finished 
state.  This  should  be  strengthened  and  the  timber  cleared  between  it 
and  the  rifle  pits  at  the  Chimneys. 

The  whole  country  across  the  Ghickahominy-  and  to  the  right  of  the 
railway  should  be  patrolled  frequently. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

JOHl^  J.  PECK, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


[Indorsement.] 

June  25,  1862. 

Bespectfully  referred  to  the  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac.  All 
the  means  in  our  power  will  be  employed  to  guard  and  strengthen  the 
position. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  25,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Cooke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Reserve : 

General  : The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that,  notwith- 
standing the  heavy  force  that  has  been  sent  out,  he  desires  you  to  keep 
your  patrols  out  and  push  them  as  far  as  it  is  safe  for  them  to  go. 
With  all  parties  that  go  out  it  will  be  well  to  send  a few  axes  to  fell 
trees  on  all  the  roads  except  the  main  road  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
cavalry  and  artillery  from  Harris  Station,  but  not  to  prevent  your  men 
from  making  good  their  own  retreat  in  case  of  necessity.  He  desires 
that  you  will  cause  aU  bridges  to  be  destroyed  except  the  one  across 
theTotopotomoy,  leading  to  Hawes’  Shop,  and  others  that  may  be  neces- 
sary in  case  of  retreat,  and  to  close  up  all  roads  and  destroy  those 
bridges  in  case  they  have  to  retire.  Have  the  road  leading  to  Pole 
Green  Church  closed  up, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Galena,  June  25,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

Dispatch  received ; night.  Gunboats  and  false  attack  on  City  Point 
and  on  battery  above  barriers  part  of  plan.  Otherwise  row-boats  would 
be  destroyed.  Nothing  else  can  get  there.  Four  thousand  troops  iu 
vicinity  of  Petersburg,  and  pickets  everywhere.  Execution  must  be 
prompt  or  a division  would  come  from  Richmond.  Positive  official  in- 
formation showing  bridge  250  feet  loug;  private,  from  50  to  80  (about 
50)  high.  The  banks  above  command  our  decks.  Men  screened  by 
trees  tire  and  disappear  before  we  can  reply.  An  intolerable  annoy- 
ance. Horse  artillery  put  nine  shot  through  the  Jacob  Bell  and  got 
oft’  before  assistance  could  arrive.  We  can  fight  when  needed,  but  we 
cannot  be  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  river  idle. 
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Panther,*  on  right  or  west  bank  of  river,  has  heavy  guns.  Both 
ndes  must  be  taken  before  we  can  work  at  removing  obstructions. 

JOHN  EODGERS. 


McClellands  Headquarters, 

June  26,  1862—9  a.  m. 

don.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

A contraband  servant  in  the  Twentieth  Georgia  came  in  this  mom- 
ng,  and  confirms  in  a remarkable  manner  the  story  of  Jackson  being 
m our  flank  and  his  intention  of  attacking  our  communications.  He 
dso  says  eight  regii^nts  went  to  re-enforce  Jackson  last  night  near 
lanover  Junction.  Other  information  shows  there  is  a large  force  at 
he  Junction.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  now  that  JacTfon  is  com- 
land^fSr*’  against  us  we  shall  have  our 

No  time  should  be  lost  if  I am  to  have  any  more  re-enforcements. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


McClellan's,  June  26, 1862—10.20  a.  m. 

ieneral  John  A.  Dix: 

reasons  to  believe  that  Jackson  has  come  down  to 
he  vicinUy  of  Hanover  Court-House,  and  has  been  joined  bv  forcM 

rould  bfwp'??  t attacking  our  communicatiLs.  It 

rould  be  well  to  have  Van  Alen  and  Colonel  Campbell  on  their  guard. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding, 


Ion. 


McClellands,  Ya.,  June  26,  1862—12  m. 

E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  6f  War^  Washington^  B.  C. : 

of  yesterday  was  perfectly  successful.  We  hold  the  new 

hkkahZin^‘*'\‘“‘’*’®M  of  the 

nickahominy.  I would  prefer  more  noise. 

I GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Comma/nding, 


McClellan’s,  June  26,  1862—2.46  p.  m. 
ton.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ^ 

Secretary  of  War: 
ton.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

8tiElL''oX"efr°n*‘K‘^  the  following  telegraph  correspondence 
^een  hlag-Qfficer  Goldsborough  and  one  of  my  staff  officers : 


’Cipher;  probably  for  battery. 
17  R R — VOL  XI,  PT  m 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  23. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Fort  Monroe : , 

Quite  a number  of  vessels  loaded  with  provisions  and  forage  will  leave  the  Pamunkey 
River  within  a day  or  two  for  James  River.  The  general  commanding  desires  that 
these  vessels  be  convoyed  up  the  James,  and  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  gunboats  now 
in  that  river  near  City  Point  or  at  some  secure  place  VLIET 

Bngadier- General. 
Norfolk,  June  25 — 9.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Van  Vliet: 

Your  telegram  dated  23d  was  received  last  night.  Its  wording  is  so  mandatory  that 
I desire  to  ask  you  if  it  is  intended  as  an  order  from  y®'^^jSe^er^^ommanffin^to^me. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Lincoln,  June  25,  1862, 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  Norfolk: 

Your  telegram  just  received.  I am  sorry  you  should  consider  my  telegram  as  man- 
datory, as  it  was  certainly  not  so  intended.  The  commanding  general  merely  desired 
your  co-operation  in  carrying  out  an  important  duty.  The  general  is  now  in  front, 
where  a &iarp  fight  is  going  on,  or  I should  submit  your  telegram  to  him  to  be 

answered.  STEWART  VAN  VLIET, 

Brigadier-General. 

I would  State  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to  give  an  order  to  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborough,  but  merely  to  request  his  .co-operation  in  carry- 
ing out  a measure  upon  the  success  of  which  the  safety  of  this  army 

might  depend.  ^ ...  ^ 

As  the  flag-officer  appears  so  ready  to  take  exceptions  to  my  requests 
I beg  that  he  may  receive  positive  orders  not  only  to  convoy  those 
supply  vessels  up  James  Hiver,  but  also  to  co-opei’ate  with  this  army 

so  far  as  is  in  his  power.  ^ 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


Washington  City, 

June  26,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

I am  informed  by  General  King,  at  Falmouth,  that  some  of  McCall  fi: 
cavalry  are  still  there,  and  expect  to  leave  there  to  join  you  to-morrow.j 
A dispatch  from  King,  containing  the  statement  ot  a contraband  jf^si 
received,  has  been  forwarded.  Please  inform  me  where  you  directed, 
McCall’s  force  to  be  landed  and  to  what  point  you  desire  any  other 


force  to  be  sent. 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

June  26,  1862—7.10  p.  m. 

General  George  B.  McClellan  : 

The  re-enforcements  will  be  sent  to  the  place  you  request.  We  shal 
have  every  confidence  in  your  ability  to  drive  Jackson  back,  and  wi 
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lose  no  time  in  aiding  you.  My  last  telegram  apprised  you  of  what  is 
being  done  here. 

With  every  wish  for  your  success  and  good  fortune  (and  I have 
never  had  any  other  feeling),  I remain,  yours,  truly, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  June  26,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Your  three  dispatches  of  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  affair,  ending 
with  the  statement  that  you  completely  succeeded  in  making  your  point, 
are  very  gratifying. 

The  later  one  of  6.15  p.  m.,  suggesting  the  i)robability  of  your  being 
overwhelmed  by  200,000,  and  talking  of  where  the  responsibility  will 
belong,  pains  me  very  much.  I give  you  all  I can,  and  act  on  the  pre- 
sumption that  you  will  do  the  best  you  can  with  what  you  have,  while 
you  continue,  ungenerously  I think,  to  assume  that  I could  give  you 
more  if  I would.  I have  omitted  and  shall  omit  no  opportunity  to  send 
you  re-enforcements  whenever  I possibly  can. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

P.  S. — General  Pope  thinks  if  you  fall  back  it  would  be  much  better 
toward  York  River  than  toward  the  James.  As  Pope  now  has  charge 
of  the  capital,  please  confer  with  him  through  the  telegraph. 


Porter’s  Headquarters,  June  26,  1862 — 7.40  p.  m. 

(Received  10.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

A very  heavy  engagement  in  progress  just  in  front  of  me.  McCall 
and  two  brigades  of  Morell’s  are  fighting  gallantly  against  superior 
numbers,  so  far  with  marked  success.  There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  as 
to  the  strength  of  attack  on  this  the  left  bank  of  the  Chickahominy. 
My  men  are  behaving  superbly,  but  you  must  not  expect  them  to  con- 
test too  long  against  great  odds.  The  engagement  is  very  serious,  and 
is  just  below  Mechanicsville.  You  may  rely  upon  this  army  doing  all 
that  men  can  do. 

I still  keep  communication  with  White  House,  but  it  may  be  cut  any 
Moment,  and  I cannot  prevent  it. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

. Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  26,  1862 — 7.50  p.  m. 

denerals  Sumner,  Heintzelman,  Keyes,  Hooker,  Smith  : 

General  McClellan  just  this  moment  informs  me  that  McCall  and  two 
brigades  of  Morell  are  hotly  engaged  near  Mechanicsville,  so  far  with 
marked  success.  Secesh  in  large  force,  but  badly  beaten.  Inform  the 
troops  on  your  side  of  the  river.  Please  communicate  this  to  your 
□roops. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Porter’s  Headquarters, 

June  26,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Engagement  still  continues  with  great  vigor.  The  enemy  have  not 
gained  a foot,  and  McCall  is  doing  splendidly.  He  is  showing  that  his 
division  is  equal  to  the  veterans  of  the  Army  of  tlie  Potomac.  Kebel 
force  very  large,  but  our  position  good,  and  our  men  as  brave  as  can  be. 
The  stragglers  are  all  to  the  rear  of  Morell’s  men.  Just  at  McCall’s. 
Dispatch  as  to  re-enforcements  this  moment  read.  I thank  you  for 
them.  I am  rejoiced  that  the  troops  in  front  of  Washington  are  to  be 
placed  under  one  command.  Keep  at  that  and  all  will  be  well. 

I will  answer  for  it  that  this  army  will  do  all  that  the  country  ex- 
pects of  it. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major-General  Commanding. 


Porter’s  Headquarters, 

June  26,  1862 — 9 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  firing  has  nearly  ceased.  I have  nearly  everything  on  tiie  way — 
impediments  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ohickahominy — and  hope  to  be 
ready  for  anything  to-morrow. 

Please  see  that  Commodore  Goldsborough  complies  promptly  with 
my  request.  Victory  of  to-day  complete  and  against  great  odds. 

I almost  begin  to  think  we  are  invincible. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-General.,  Commanding. 


Washington  City,  June  26,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Please  give  a statement  of  the  forces  you  have  forwarded  to  General 
McClellan,  specifying,  first,  those  sent  by  you  from  Baltimore  ; second, 
those  sent  since  you  entered  upon  your  present  command. 

State  also  what  number  and  description  of  force  you  still  have  in 
your  command  and  how  employed. 

EDWIK  M.  STAKTOK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  26,  1862 — 7.30  p.  m. 

(Received  11  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  regiments  sent  by  me  to  General  McClellan  from  Baltimore  were 
the  Fifth  New  York  and  tlie  Second  Delaware.  Since  I took  command 
here  I have  sent  him  the  First,  Second,  Seventh,  Tenth,  Twentieth,  and 
One  hundred  and  first  New  York,  the  Sixteenth  and  Twenty-ninth 
Massachusetts,  and  the  First  Michigan  Volunteers,  all  well-drilled  regi- 
ments. I have  also  sent  him  from  here  five  companies  of  cavalry  and 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


261 


a battery  of  regular  artillery.  I have  at  Fort  Monroe  300  artillery, 
armed  only  with  sabers,  222  infantry,  and  18  field  and  staff;  in  all,  540; 
at  Camp  Hamilton  and  Hampton,  1,819  infantry  and  90  cavalry  ; in  all, 
1,909;  at  Fort  Wool  and  SewelPs  Point,  254  infantry;  at  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  2,254  inffintry,  309  mounted  rifiemen,  and  80  artillery  ; in 
all,  2,643;  at  Suffolk,  2,769  infantry,  134  artillery,  412  cavalry,  and  staff, 
10 ; in  all,  3,325  ; at  Yorktown  and  Gloucester,  1,319  infantry,  335  cav- 
alry, and  staff*,  4;  in  all,  1,658;  at  Williamsburg,  466  cavalry;  and  at 
Newport  News,  84  cavalry  and  144  artillery ; in  all,  228.  My  whole  force 
is  11,023,  nearly  one-third  raw  troops. 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major- General. 


War  Department, 

June  26,  1862. 

Brigadier- General  Van  Vliet, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

It  is  proposed  to  send  troops  from  Alexandria  to  the  Pamunkey.  You 
will  please  dispatch,  with  all  possible  speed,  steam  vessels,  or  vessels 
towed  by  steam,  to  move  a division  of  5,000  men — artillery,  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  baggage  trains— from  Alexandria.  As  dispatch  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  much  should  be  sacrificed  to  collect  ample  means 
for  this  movement.  The  transportation  available  here  is  about  enough 
for  3,000  men,  without  horses  or  baggage  or  artillery,  and  will  be  at 
Alexandria  to-morrow.  It  is  supposed  that  within  forty-eight  hours  you 
jsan  have  a portion  of  the  vessels  now  within  the  Department  of  Virginia 
for  service  at  Alexandria. 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 


M.  0.  Meigs: 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

June  26,  1862 — 11.15  p.  m. 


It  is  all-important  to  send  infantry  here  at  once.  We  have  an  abun- 
lance  of  artillery.  Please  send  every  infantry  soldier  you  can  raise. 
[ will  have  an  abundance  of  transportation  at  Alexandria  in  the  short- 
est possible  time.  We  have  had  a very  severe  battle  to-day,  and  the 
:^sult  is  satisfactory.  I presume  that  it  will  be  renewed  in  the  morning. 

VAN  VLIET. 


/ 


U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk^  Fa.,  June  26,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 


Sir  : I beg  to  assure  you  that  everything  in  my  power  shall  be  done 
so  further  your  reasonable  requests,  and  this  too  with  great  pleasure  on 
ny  part.  I took  it  foi:  granted  that  you  had  not  even  seen  General  Van 
riieUs  telegram  to  me. 

To  afford  you  any  unexpected  assistance  I must  be  consulted  before- 
land,  so  as  to  make  arrangements  accordiugly,  as  I keep  all  the  vessels 
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under  my  command  constantly  employed,  except  those  undergoing  re- 


pairs. 


L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 


TJ.  S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Norfolh,  Va.,  June  26,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Commander  Rodgers  is  under  orders  from  me  to  execute  an  exceed- 
ingly important  and  delicate  duty,  requiring  his  whole  attention.  He 
must  therefore  undervalue  his  services,  or  the  object  to  be  accomplished, 
if  he  thinks  that  he  can,  before  that  duty  is  discharged,  leave  his  station 
for  a day  or  two  without  detriment.  Before  consenting  to  his  proposi- 
tion to  visit  you  I must  hear  further  from  him. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 


Navy  Department, 
Washington^  June  26,  1862 — ^9.27  p.  m. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron  : 

General  McClellan  has  forwarded  the  telegraphic  correspondence  be- 
tween yourself  and  General  Van  Vliet,  requesting  that  a convoy  should 
be  given  certain  transports.  While  the  Department  does  not  approve 
the  tone  and  address  of  General  Van  Vliet’s  dispatch,  it  desires  that 
you  will  not  permit  it  to  interfere  with  the  public  service,  but  that  you 
will  order  a convoy  for  the  transports  to  City  Point,  and  that  you  will 
cordially  co-operate  with  the  army  in  its  onward  movement. 

Very  respectfully,  ' 

^ GTDFON  WELLES. 


White  House,  June  26,  1862 — 9 p.  m. 

(Received  June  27 — 10.20  a.  ni.) 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  JVIeigs, 

Quartermaster- General : 

In  obedience  to  orders  just  received  from  Van  Vliet,  quartermaster, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  I send  you  the  following  list  of  vessels  that 
were  sent  to  Fredericksburg,  by  orders  of  Mr.  Tucker,  for  transporting 
McCall’s  division: 

Steamer  Donaldson,  carries  700  men,  8 horses;  Thomas  Jefterson,  /09 
men;  Massachusetts,  650  men,  10  horses;  Columbia,  750  men;  John 
Brooks,  1,200  men,  30  horses;  Canonicus,  800  men;  Arrowsmith,  7a0 
men ; Agnes  (since  burnt),  500  men,  4 horses;  Hero,  900  men,  20  horses; 
Catskill,  .'•00  men;  North  America,  100  men  and  25  horses. 

In  addition  to  the  above-named  steamers  eight  schooners  were  sent, 
carrying  450  horses.  There  is  now  lying  at  this  point  subject  to  orders 
enough  steamers  to  carry  3,000  men  and  schooners  to  carry  800  horses. 
There  has  been  recently  sent  a great  many  craft,  both  sail  and  steam, 

to  Fort  Monroe.  . . ^ a -4. 

The  following-named  steamers  are  here  in  service  ot  the  sanitary  < 
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Oommission:  State  of  Maine,  Daniel  Webster,  Kennebec,  John  Brooks 
Louisiana,  and  Vanderbilt.  They  will  carry  about  700  men  ’ 

EtJFUS  IKGALLS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


^ ^ Norfolk,  Va.,  June  27,  1862—11  a.  m. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

I beg  the  Department  to  be  assured  that  I will  not  permit  the  igno- 
rance or  impertinence  of  any  Army  ofBcer  to  interfere  for  a moment  with 
my  duty  to  the  Government.  I am  well  aware  of  the  crisis  at  Eich- 
mond  and  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  prompt  co-operation  on  mv  nart 
with  General  McClellan. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  General  Van  YlieFs  telegram,  notwith- 
standing Its  exceptionable  tone  and  address,  I took  measures  to  carry 
out  everything  it  required,  and  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  gave 
orders  accordingly.  I had  supposed,  in  addressing  General  Van  Vliet 
upon  the  subject  of  his  telegram,  that  General  McClellan  knew  nothing 
01  its  wording,  but  as  it  now  appears  to  have  met  his  approval,  I beg 
to  express  the  hope  that  the  War  Department  will  enjoin  upon  him 
the  propriety  of  inculcating  better  official  manners  of  addressing  me 
as  his  equal  in  rank,  and,  last  of  all,  not  permitting  an  officer  under  his 
command  to  address  me  as  a subordinate  and  refuse  to  confer  upon  me 
the  denomination  given  me  by  law.  General  McClellan,  as  I under- 
stand from  one  of  his  telegrams  to  me,  wishes  the  Kavy  Department  to 
give  me  such  orders  as  will  secure  a prompt  compliance  with  any  reason- 
able request  he  may  make^  he  of  course  to  be  the  exclusive  iudge  of 
reasonableness.  This,  in  effect,  is  asking  to  put  the  vessels  of  this 
squadron  subject  to  his  disposition. 

There  is,  I regret  to  say,  an  evident  disposition  on  the  part  of  various 
Army  officers  to  override  and  disparage  the  Kavy,  and  it  is  high  time 
a stop  should  be  put  to  a feeling  at  once  so  ridiculous  and  puerile.  I 
i^arcely  need  add  that  all  the  wishes  of  the  Department  about  convoy, 
.&c.,  have  been  fully  anticipated,  and  that  I will  most  cordially  and 
3heerfully  co-operate  with  the  Army  on  all  occasions  to  crush  the 
3nemy.  I only  demand  to  be  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  my  rank, 
position,  and  responsibilities.  ’ 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-  Officer. 


^ June  27,  1862—4.20  a.  m. 

jeneral  Williams: 

I am  instructed  by  General  Keyes  to  report  that  1 have  five  regi- 
uents,  numbering  about  2,000,  between  Bottom’s  Bridge  and  the  rail- 
Daa  bridge;  that  I have  three  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  railroad,  com- 
^nding  the  bridge,  and  five  pieces  at  Bottom’s  Bridge,  behind  an 
srnbankment  and  rifle  pit,  within  100  feet  of  the  creek. 

Having  destroyed  the  upper  bridge  and  prepared  to  remove  the 

to  send  me  another  bat- 
.ery  { And  it  not  otherwise  engaged  send  Barnard  to  go  over  the 
ground  with  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

HEKEY  M.  NAGLEE, 

Brigadier- General. 
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June  27,  1862—6  a.  m. 

Capt.  Ohauncey  McKjEEVER: 

Am  just  in  from  the  front.  Have  placed  Abercrombie’s  brigade  on 
the  line  of  advanced  pickets  and  that  of  Sickles  in  charge  of  the  lines 
of  defense.  On  my  left  and  Kearny’s  front  I found  the  line  estab- 
lished far  inside  of  our  old  line.  As  this  was  done  by  troops  not  of  my 
command,  and  not  knowing  by  whose  instructions  they  were  acting,  I 
had  no  remedy. 

Please  say  to  the  general  that  I have  100  rounds  of  ammunition  to 
the  man, .except  in  Grover’s  brigade,  where  they  have  but  90. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier- Generalj  Commanding  Division. 


McClellan’s,  June  27,  1862—10  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

The  night  passed  quietly.  During  it  we  brought  all  wagons,  heavy 
guns,  &c.,  to  this  side,  and  at  daybreak  drew  in  McCall’s  division 
about  3 miles.  This  change  of  position  was  beautifully  executed  under 
a sharp  fire,  with  but  little  loss.  The  troops  on  the  other  side  are  now 
well  in  hand,  and  the  whole  army  so  concentrated  that  it  can  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  first  mistake  made  by  the  enemy.  White  House  yet 
undisturbed.  Success  of  yesterday  complete. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


McClellan’s,  J\me  27 — 12  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

My  change  of  position  on  other  side  just  in  time.  Heavy  attack 
now  being  made  by  Jackson  and  two  other  divisions.  Expect  attack 
also  on  this  side. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


McClellan’s,  June  27,  1862—1  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  3 p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Tour  dispatch  of  noon  received.  I thank  you  for  it.  We  are  con- 
tending at  several  points  against  superior  numbers.  The  enemy  evince 
much  desperation,  but  as  we  have  no  choice  but  to  win,  you  may  be 
sure  that  we  will  do  all  that  can  be  expected.  Thus  far  we  have  been 
successful,  but  I think  the  most  severe  struggle  is  to  come.  The  enemy 
neglect  White  House  thus  far  and  bestow  his  whole  attention  on  us. 

If  I am  forced  to  concentrate  between  the  Chickahominy  and  James, 
I will  at  once  endeavor  to  open  communication  with  you.  All  re-en- 
forcements should  for  the  present  go  to  Fort  Monroe,  to  which  point 
I will  send  orders.  It  is  absolutely  certain  that  Jackson,  Ewell,  and 
Whiting  are  here.  This  may  be  the  last  dispatch  I send  you  for  some 
time. 
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I Will  beg  that  you  put  some  one  general  in  command  of  the  Shenan- 
doah and  of  all  troops  in  front  of  Washington  for  the  sake  of  the 
country.  Secure  unity  of  action  and  bring  the  best  men  forward.  Good- 
by,  and  present  my  respects  to  the  President. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Hon. 


McClellan’s,  June  27,  1862--3  p.  m. 

E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

We  have  been  fighting  nearly  all  day  against  greatly  superior  uum- 
Ders.  We  shall  endeavor  to  hold  onr  own,  and  if  conipeUed  to  fall  back 
ihall  do  It  in  good  order,  upon  J ames  Eiver,  if  possible.  Our  m en  fieht 
ike  veterans,  and  will  do  all  that  men  can  do.  If  we  have  to  fall  b^k 
m James  Eiver,  supplies  should  be  passed  up  to  us  under  protection  of 
ihe  gunboats  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

McClellan  has  telegraphed  you  several  times  to-day.  You  may  rely 
ipon  It  the  rebels  are  concentrating  their  greatest  efforts  at  this 

iiiiiCLiir©* 

! MAEOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


^ , Camp  Lincoln,  June  27,  1862—4.30  p.  m. 

leneral  Fitz  John  Porter,  ^ 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

i Your  dispatch  of  4.10  received.  Send  word  to  all  your  troops  that 
heir  general  thanks  them  tor  their  heroism,  and  says  to  them  that  he 
1 now  sure  that  nothin  g can  resist  them.  Their  conduct  and  your  own 
as  been  magnificent,  and  another  name  is  added  to  their ‘banners, 
'il®  regulars  a good  chance.  I look  upon  to-day  as  decisive  of  the 
ar.  iry  to  drive  the  rascals  and  take  some  prisoners  and  g:uns.  What 
lore  assistance  do  you  require?  ^ 

Ever  yours, 

McClellan. 


Camp  Lincoln,  June  27,  1862—5.5  p.  m. 
eneral  Eitz  John  Porter: 

I am  ordering  up  more  troops.  Do  your  best  to  hold  your  own  and 
it  me  know  constantly  the  state  of  afiairs  and  what  you  require.  Do 
DU  need  more  batteries  ? You  must  hold  your  own  until  dark 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 
June  27,  1862—5.56  p.  m. 

apt.  Chauncey  McKee ver  : 

Have  just  returned  from  the  front,  where  we  have  nothing  but  a 

tlrfe,  owing  to  the  behavior  of  the  troops 
S regfmeuts**^^***^  sufficient  to 

In  order  to  preserve  quiet  to-night,  if  practicable,  I ordered  the  Fifty- 
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fifth  New  York  Eegiment  from  the  forest,  and  for  it  not  to  return  there. 
I cannot  rely  on  troops  I have  seen  from  General  Couch’s  division  for 
any  assistance  should  an  advance  be  made  on  my  front.  Of  this  the 
spectacle  of  to-day  has  fully  convinced  me.  The  unusual  activity  of 
the  rebels,  the  balloon  ascension  this  morning,  the  shelling  of  the  woods 
this  evening  all  along  my  front,  and  the  display  of  an  unusual  force 
this  afternoon  indicate  that  they  have  it  in  mind  to  advance.  K so,  I 
should  have  not  less  than  three  brigades  to  spring  to  the  defenses  f now 
I can  be  whipped  before  the  reserve  will  get  up.  De  Eussy’s  battery 
is  also  gone  when  there  can  be  no  place  at  which  it  is  so  much  needed, 
as  there  are  so  many  approaches  to  my  position. 

I wish  these  suggestions  to  be  well  considered.  The  problem  sub- 
mitted for  my  opinion  is  very  unlike  the  one  which  exists  j in  fact,  I 
find  Casey  was  whipped  in  detail.  I desire  to  avoid  such  a disaster. 
Another  musketry  fire  has  broken  out  in  front,  but  I really  do  not  know 
whether  it  all  comes  from  my  troops,  the  pickets,  or  not. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 


June  27, 1862—6  p.  m. 

General  S.  Williams: 

The  enemy  have  watched  us  very  closely  since  1 p.  m.,  and  opened 
upon  us  with  one  gun,  rather  as  a feeler.  He  is  very  industrious,  and 
is  studying  well  our  position.  Move  on  my  left  at  the  railroad.  Think 
the  enemy  in  some  force,  but  I have  no  evidence  of  it. 

My  picket  line  is  very  long,  and  our  position  we  will  do  all  in  our 
' power  to  hold,  but  2 miles  is  heavy  and  very  fatiguing  duty. 

I shall  report  all  changes. 

HENEY  M.  NAGLEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

June  27,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Have  had  a terrible  contest.  Attacked  by  greatly  superior  numbers  i 
in  all  directions  on  this  side ; we  still  hold  our  own,  though  a very  ^ 
heavy  fire  is  still  kept  up  on  the  left  bank  of  Chickahominy.  The  odds 
have  been  immense.  We  hold  our  own  very  nearly.  I may  be  forced 
to  give  up  my  position  during  the  night,  but  will  not  if  it  is  possible  to ; 
avoid  it.  Had  I 20,000  fresh  and  good  troops  we  would  be  sure  of  a 
splendid  victory  to-morrow. 

My  men  have  fought  magnificently. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


June  27,  1862—8.55  p.  m. 

€apt.  Chauncey  McKeever  : 

The  last  attack  was  all  along  the  line  of  pickets  in  mj^  front,  and  of 
course  they  were  driven  in.  Enough  is  already  known  of  our  move- 
ments by  the  enemy  to  enable  them  to  penetrate  our  object.  This 
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being  the  case,  to  thwart  it  there  can  be  but  one  point  of  attack ; that  is 
on  or  near  our  left. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Potomac, 


June  27,  1862, 


Elag-Of&cer  Goldsborough  : 

I desire  you  will  send  some  light-draught  gunboats  at  once  up  the 
Ohickahominy  as  far  as  possible,  and  also  that  you  will  forthwith  in- 
struct the  gunboats  in  the  J ames  River  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  this 
army.  I should  be  glad  to  have  the  gunboats  proceed  as  far  up  the 
river  as  may  be  practicable,  and  hope  they  may  get  up  as  far  as  the 
vicinity  of  Kew  Market. 

We  have  met  a severe  repulse  to-day,  having  been  attacked  by 
greatly  superior  numbers,  and  I _am  obliged  to  fall  back  between  the 
Ohickahominy  and  the  James  River.  I look  to  you  to  give  me  all  the 
support  you  can  in  covering  my  flank,  as  well  as  in  giving  protection  to 
my  supplies  afloat  in  James  River. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  27,  1862 — 3.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Sir  : In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  this  date,  just  received,  I beg  to 
^sure  you  that  I will  with  great  pleasure  give  every  aid  in  my  power 
in  forwarding  and  protecting  the  vessels  to  which  you  allude. 

By  the  mail  of  to-day  I wrote  you  a letter.  I beg  also  to  congratu- 
late you  and  my  friend  General  Hooker  on  gaining  the  point  you  had 
in  view  so  completely  two  days  ago. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROIJGH, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Norfolk,  June  27,  1862—9.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Sir:  1 will  dispatch  a tug  instantly  up  James  River,  with  orders  for 
bhe  two  light-draught  gunboats  to  go  up  the  Chickahominv  without  a 
moment’s  delay. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-  Officer. 


McClellan’s,  June  27,  1862—1.20  p.  m. 
Commodore  Goldsborough  : 

I have  ordered  vessels  with  supplies  to  be  sent  up  James  River, 
ils  it  may  be  very  important  for  us,  T will  thank  you  to  give  any  aid 
n your  power  to  forward  and  protect  these  vessels  to  the  vicinity  of 
irmur  gunboats,  where  they  will  be  protected  from  the  enemy’s  guns. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Major-General. 
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Camp  jjear  Eichmond,  Va., 

June  27,  1802. 

Capt.  W.  E.  Stueges,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  in  command  of  my  regi- 
ment on  picket,  at  3 p.  m.  yesterday,  I was  detailed  as  division  officer 
of  the  day.  As  soon  as  practicable  I reported  at  division  headquarters 
for  instructions  ; after  which  I visited  the  different  pickets  on  this  front. 
While  engaged  in  that  duty  I received  a communication  from  General 
Kearny,  directing  me  to  report  immediately  to  General  Hooker,  with  a 
note  requesting  that  officer  to  relieve  the  two  regiments  of  this  divis- 
ion doing  picket  duty  on  General  Hooker’s  front ; to  which  General 
Hooker  assented,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  given  General  Aber- 
crombie orders  to  relieve  all  of  the  regiments  of  Kearny’s  division 
occupying  his  (Hooker’s)  front.  This  conversation  occurred  between  7 
and  8 o’clock  p.  m.  I then  returned  to  the  outpost.  After  waiting  for 
an  hour  or  more,  and  no  relief  for  our  pickets,  I,  in  company  with 
Colonel  Egan,  visited  our  lines  on  the  right.  After  passing  the  For- 
tieth Kew  York,  and  at  some  distance  to  the  rear,  I discovered  the 
Long  Island  Volunteers.  On  making  inquiry  of  the  commanding  officer 
in  regard  to  his  position  at  that  point  he  informed  me  he  was  doing 
picket  duty;  that  he  was  sent  to  relieve  Birney’s  brigade.  I in- 
formed him  that  no  part  of  Birney’s  brigade  had  been  relieved,  and 
advised  him  to  relieve  the  Fortieth  Kew  York,  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions given  him.  He  declined,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been 
placed  there  to  hold  that  position,  and  could  not  change  it  except  by  i 
orders  from  General  Abercrombie.  The  position  occupied  by  the  Long  i 
Island  Volunteers  was  in  the  open  field  in  front  of  Hooker’s  division  and 
about  400  yards  to  the  left  of  Hooker’s  redoubt  and  near  the  woods. 
This  conversation  occurred  between  11  and  12  o’clock  p.  m. 

I then  sought  General  Abercrombie,  who  informed  me  that  he  could  i 
not  relieve  any  of  the  regiments  without  instructions  from  General  i 
Hooker.  I then  sent  you  a communication  containing  a statement  of  ! 
the  difficulties  I encountered  in  getting  the  proper  regiments  relieved.  ' 
About  1 o’clock  a.  m.  I received  a communication  from  General  Kearny, 
directing  me  to  state  to  General  Hooker  that  unless  the  regiments  were 
relieved  in  an  hour,  he  (Kearny)  would  relieve  them  and  order  them  to 
camp.  In  accordance  with  these  instructions  I relieved  the  Fifty-sev-  i 
enth  Pennsylvania  and  Fortieth  New  York  from  duty  on  Hooker’s 
front  about  3 p.  m.  The  Fortieth  New  York  was  sent  to  camp ; the  ^ 
Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  then  relieved  the  Thirty-eighth  New  York,  | 
who  also  returned  to  camp. 

General  Hooker  soon  after  the  relief  of  the  above  regiment  discov- 
ered their  absence  and  immediately  detailed  others  to  fill  their q)laces.  ! 
The  whole  line  during  my  tour  was  quiet.  I was  relieved  this  morning 
by  Colonel  Hays,  Sixty -third  Pennsylvania. 

I am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBAET  WAliD, 

Colonel  Thirty-eighth  Regiment^  Division  Officer  of  the  Day. 

The  report  of  the  position  of  the  pickets  in  front  of  the  division  was 
rendered  this  morning. 


Norfolk,  Juyie  28,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Just  received  jmur  second  telegram  upon  the  subject  of  the  liglit- 
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draught  gunboats  going  up  the  Chickahominy  and  covering  the  left 
flank  of  your  army.  Without  a moments  delay  instructions  shall  be 
communicated  to  Commander  Eodgers  to  comply  immediately  with  all 
you  desire. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City.,  June  28,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Save  your  army  at  all  events.  Will  send  re-enforcements  as  fast  as  we 
can.  Of  course  they  cannot  reach  you  to-day,  to-morrow,  or  next  day. 
I have  not  said  you  were  ungenerous  for  saying  you  needed  re-enforce- 
ments. I thought  you  were  ungenerous  in  assuming  that  I did  not 
I send  them  as  fast  as  I could.  I feel  any  misfortune  to  you  and  your  army 
jquite  as  keenly  as  you  feel  it  yourselh  If  you  hav'e  had  a drawn  bat- 
itle  or  a repulse  it  is  the  price  we  pay  for  the  enemy  not  being  in  Wash- 
ington. We  protected  Washington  and  the  enemy  concentrated  on 
lyou.  Had  we  stripped  Washington,  he  would  have  been  upon  us  be- 
Ifore  the  troops  could  have  gotten  to  you.  Less  than  a week  ago  you 
notified  us  that  re  enforcements  were  leaving  Eichmond  to  come  in  front 
iof  us.  It  is  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  neither  you  nor  the  Government 
iare  to  blame.  Please  tell  at  once  the  present  condition  and  aspect  of 
‘things. 

A.  LIKCOLII. 

P.  S. — General  Pope  thinks  if  you  fall  back  it  would  be  much  better 
toward  York  Eiver  than  toward  the  James.  As  Pope  now  has  charge 
of  the  capital,  please  confer  with  him  through  the  telegraph. 


Headquarters  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe^  Ya.,  June  28,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Department  Virginia : 

General  : Our  fast  steamers  are  all  emplo^^ed,  and  I send  to  the 
Chickahominy  the  armed  steam-tug  C.  P.  Smith,  which  has  completed 
the  opening  of  the  navigation  of  the  Kansemond  Eiver.  Captain  Heine, 
who  has  performed  this  duty  very  creditably,  will  bear  this  dispatch  to 
you  if  it  is  possible  by  any  effort  to  reach  you.  Please  send  him  back 
with  instructions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  I shall  communicate  with 
you. 

Commodore  Goldsborough  has  been  with  me  two  hours,  and  no  effort 
will  be  spared  to  support  you  at  all  points.  I will  open  a regular  com- 
munication with  you  by  steam  the  moment  I hear  from  you.  I have  a 
dispatch  from  the  President  expressing  an  earnest  desire  that  I should 
reach  you  with  a message,  that  I may  know  your  wants. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

June  28,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Your  dispatch  and  that  of  President  received.  Jackson  is  driving  in 
my  pickets,  &c.,  on  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  where  re-enforcements  ought  to  go,  as  I am  yet 
unable  to  predict  result  of  approaching  battle.  It  will  probably  be 
better  that  they  should  go  to  Fort  Monroe  and  thence  according  to  state 
of  affairs  when  they  arrive.  It  is  not  probable  that  I can  maintain 
telegraphic  communications  more  than  an  hour  or  two  longer. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General, 


War  Department, 
Washington,,  D.  0.,  June  28,  1862. 

General  Dix : 

Communication  with  McClellan  by  White  House  is  cut  off.  Strain 
every  nerve  to  open  communication  with  him  by  James  Kiver,  or  any 
other  way  you  can.  Eeport  to  me. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  June  28,  1862. 

Elag-Ofticer  Goldsborough, 

Fort  Monroe: 

Enemy  has  cut  McClellan’s  communication  with  White  House  and 
is  driving  Stoneman  back  on  that  point.  Do  what  you  can  for  him 
with  gunboats  at  or  near  that  place.  McClellan’s  main  force  is  between 
the  Chickahominy  and  the  James.  Also  do  what  you  can  to  commu- 
nicate with  him  and  support  him  there. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  28,  1862—3.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln  : . 

I beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  telegram  to-day.  I knew  of^ 
General  McClellan’s  position  last  night,  and  sent  up  orders  for  gun- 1 
boats  to  go  up  Chickahominy  to  protect  the  general’s  left  tlank  and  I 
guard  vessels  with  supplies.  General  Dix  and  myself  will  do  every- “ 
thing  in  our  power  to  communicate  with  General  McClellan  and  to 
keep  a communication  with  him  open  up  the  James  River.  i 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  | 
Commodore. 


Washington  City,  June  28,  1862. 
General  Burnside:  • ; 

I think  you  had  better  go  with  any  re- enforcements  you  can  spare  to 
General  McClellan.  j 


A.  LINCOLN. 
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Washington  City,  June  28,  1862. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

New  Berne j via  Fort  Monroe : 

We  have  intelligence  that  General  McClellan  has  been  attacked  in 
large  force  and  compelled  to  fall  back  toward  the  James  Eiver.  We 
are  not  advised  of  his  exact  condition  j but  the  President  directs  that 
you  shall  send  him  all  the  re-enforcements  from  your  command  to  the 
James  Eiver  that  you  can  safely  do  without  abandoning  your  own 
position.  Let  it  be  infantry  entirely,  as  he  said  yesterday  that  he  had 
cavalry  enough. 

EDWIK  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington  City, 

June  28,  1862 — 6 p.  m. 

Major-General  Burnside,  New  Berne: 

Since  the  dispatches  of  the  President  and  myself  to  you  of  to-day  we 
have  seen  a copy  of  one  sent  to  you  by  General  McClellan  on  the  25th, 
of  which  we  were  not  aware.  ^ 

Our  directions  were  not  designed  to  interfere  with  any  instructions 
given  you  by  General  McClellan,  but  only  to  authorize  you  to  render 
him  any  aid  in  your  power. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  June  28,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth: 

The  enemy  have  concentrated  in  such  force  at  Eichmond  as  to  render 
it  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  for  you  im- 
mediately to  detach  25,000  of  your  force,  and  forward  it  by  the  nearest 
and  quickest  route,  by  way  of  Baltimore  and  Washington,  to  Eichmond. 
It  is  believed  that  the  quickest  route  would  be  by  way  of  Columbus, 
Ky.,  and  up  the  Ohio  Eiver.  But  in  detaching  your  force  the  Presi- 
dent directs  that  it  be  done  in  such  way  as  to  enable  you  to  hold  your 
ground  and  not  interfere  with  the  movement  against  Chattanooga  and 
East  Tennessee.  This  condition  being  observed,  the  forces  to  be  de- 
tached and  the  route  they  are  to  be  sent  is  left  to  your  own  judgment. 

The  direction  to  send  these  forces  immediately  is  rendered  impera- 
tive by  a serious  reverse  suffered  by  General  McClellan  before  Eich- 
m^d  yesterday,  the  full  extent  of  which  is  not  yet  known. 

You  will  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch,  stating  the  day 
and  hour  it  is  received,  and  inform  me  what  your  action  will  be,  so  that 
we  may  take  measures  to  aid  in  river  and  railroad  transportation. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  28,  1862. 

In  view  ot  the  great  losses  in  the  different  grades  of  commissioned 
onicers  which  many  of  the  regiments  of  the  army  have  sustained  in  the 
recent  conflicts,  one  regiment  being  left  entirely  without  ofiicers,  the 
commanding  general  directs  that  measures  be  taken  by  corps  com- 
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manders  to  have  the  names  of  the  most  distinguished  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers,  who  have  proved  their  claim  to  promotion  by  their 
gallantry  in  the  actions  of  the  Peninsula,  sent  forward  at  once,  with 
recommendations  for  acting  appointments  for  the  places  to  which  it  is 
desired  they  shall  be  commissioned. 

The  persons  will  at  once  enter  on  duty,  and  the  commanding  general 
will  use  every  exertion  to  secure  from  the  Governors  of  States  the 
corresponding  commissions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  28,  1862. 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  immediately  cause  your 
command  to  be  provided  with  three  days’  rations  in  haversacks ; ammu- 
nition sufficient  to  fill  the  boxes  of  the  infantry  and  artillery ; that  the 
wagons  that  can  be  spared  for  the  iiurpose  be  at  once  sent  to  the  depots 
at  Orchard  Station  and  Savage  Station  for  supplies  of  hard  bread, 
sugar  and  cofiee,  and  forage.  These  wagons,  after  being  so  loaded,  will 
at  once  be  sent  through  the  White  Oak  Swamp  via  Savage  Station, 
where  they  will  wait  further  orders. 

The  usual  reserve  ammunition  must  be  taken.  Please  acknowledge. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  28,  1862. 

Care  will  be  taken  by  commanders  to  send  forward  with  their  wagons 
all  the  intrenching  tools  in  the  possession  of  their  commands. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  28,  1862. 

It  is  a matter  of  vital  importance  that  all  the  transportation  of  the 
army  should  in  the  movement  now  taking  place  be  employed  exclu- 
sively for  the  carrying  of  ammunition  and  subsistence.  All  tents  and 
all  articles  not  indispensable  to  the  safety  or  maintenance  of  the  troops 
must  be  abandoTjed  and  destroyed.  A reasonable  supply  of  hospital 
stores  will  be  taken,  and  all  the  intrenching  tools  in  the  possession  of 
the  troops.  All  unnecessary  officers’  baggage  will  be  left  behind;  the 
sick  and  wounded  that  are  not  able  to  walk  must  necessarily  be  left. 
Every  provision  for  their  comfort  must  be  made.  Subsistence  must  be 
left  and  medical  stores  for  their  use  in  liberal  quantities.  Medical 
officers  will  be  left  in  charge  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  a sufficient 
number  of  attendants  to  supply  the  requisite  care.  They  should  be 
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furnished  with  papers  stating  their  character.  It  is  enjoined  upon 
commanders  to  lose  no  time  in  loading  their  wagons  as  required. 

The  commanding  general  relies  upon  the  cheerfulness  and  patience 
with  which  the  sacrifice  demanded  of  officers  and  men  for  the  short 
season  only,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  borne. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Monroe,  June  29, 


1862—2.30  p.  m. 


Fort 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

from  General  Stoneman.  He  is  at  Williamsburff. 
He  has  900  men  of  the  reserve;  a battery  of  horse  artillery,  six  Kuns- 
and  one  of  foot  artillery,  four  guns.  His  infantry  force  was  turned 
0^0*' /O  Casey  and  embarked  on  steamboats  for  Torktown  I 

will  telegraph  you  as  soon  as  advised  of  their  arrival.  Colonel' Iniralls 
quartermaster,  mat  Yorktown,  with  four  hundred  transports,  bound  to 
James  Eiver.  Everything  was  brought  off  from  White  House  in  perfect 
order.  The  gunboats  were  left  at  and  near  the  White  House,  which  is 
burned— by  whom  not  known.  ’ 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


M 


^ I'ORT  Monroe,  June  29,  1862—2.45  p.  m 

0.  Meigs,  ^ 

Quartermaster- General: 

The  White  House  depot  was  abandoned  by  me  last  night  at  sunset 
in  compliance  with  instructions  previously  given  by  General  McClel- 
lan, and  dpectly  in  consequence  of  the  movements"  of  the  enemv  the 

lif*  ??  yesterday  he  was  in  possession  of  our  rail- 
road.  At  Dispatch,  12  miles  from  White  House,  it  was  known  he  was 

00n'stfonT“  Chickahominy  in  great  force— at  least 

' , strong  and  that  a column  of  6,000  was  moving  rapidly  on  this 
(afternoon)  General  Stoneman  fell  back  from  Tunstall's 
Pnslv  wi  pressed  by  the  enemy.  About  7 (afternoon)  General 

“ command  of  the  troops,  had 
embarked  his  infantry  on  boats  and  dropped  down  the  river.  Stone- 
cavalry  and  artillery,  retired  toward  Williamsburg,  in 
brovhlp!l  f * already  sent  all  the  wagons,  animals,  &c.,  not 

■l>n'i!®^i  It  was  presumed  that  our  army  was  across 

ieavVni^  i^-  ”'Sht  before  last,  thus 

' h7dpL*?  ® quite  isolated  on  this  side.  In  any  event 

iPrfpptpi^  ® useless  the  moment  our  railroad  was  seized;  therefore  I 
v1thont^|p«’^^"^T®"‘^®  abandon  it  at  once,  and  succeeded  in  so  doing 
orfiionVpn  ’ ur  accident,  moving  out  from  the  narrow  and 

mite  allot  vessels  laden  with  supplies, 

donrop  ^ to  James  River  by  Fort 

irto  f-Tf  ^ '‘"J  to-morrow  at  Richmond, 

he  iWpr'^  w™  ®iT  White  House  and  other  important  points  on 

left  ^ required  to  be  taken  away  was  burned  before 

. the  White  House  itselt  was  burned,  probably  by  some  unknown 
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liand.  The  ofidcers  of  the 
zealous  and  energetic. 


staff  department  were  one  and  all  wonderfully 
EUFUS  INGALLS, 


Lieut.  Col,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  29,  1862 — 4.15  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I arrived  here  this  morning,  the  enemy  having  driven  our  army  from 
the  left  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Chiokahominy,  and  havmg^m  force  cut 
the  railroad  at  Dispatch  Station.  The  evacuating  of  White  House 
Station  became  last  evening  a military  necessity,  and  agreeably  to  wders 
from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  I evacuated.  Every 
man  was  saved,  and  all  public  property  that  could  not  be  saved  was 

destroyed.  SILAS  CASEY, 

Briqadier-General  Volunteers. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  29,  1862 — 5.15  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

General  Casey  has  arrived  here  safely  with  his  small  force.  We  get 
no  details  of  the  operation  yesterday,  except  at  West  Point  and  vicinity. 
General  Casey  left  there  at  7 last  evening.  The  property  remaining, 
which  was  small,  had  been  fired,  so  that  the  enemy  took  nothing. 
This  is  the  last  intelligence  from  that  point. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General 


War  Department, 
June  29,  1862—6  p. 


m. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Astor  House,  New  Yor'k  : 

Not  much  more  than  when  you  left.  Fulton,  of  Baltimore  American, 
is  now  with  us.  He  left  White  House  at  11  a.  m.  yesteida.>.  He  con 
versed  fully  with  a pavmaster,  who  was  with  Porter’s  force  during  the 
fight  of  Friday  and  fell  back  to  nearer  McClellan’s^  quarters  just  a 
little  sooner  than  Porter  did,  seeing  the  whole  ol  it.  ^taid  on  the  Kiclu 
mond  side  of  the  Chickahoininy  overnight  and  left  for  A\hite  House  a1 
5 a.  m.  Saturday.  He  says  Porter  retired  in  perfect  order  under  pro 
tection  of  guns  arranged  for  the  purpose,  under  orders  and  not  Iron 
necessity,  and  with  all  other  of  our  forces,  except  what  was  left  on  pur 
pose  to  go  to  White  House,  was  safely  in  ])ontoons  over  the  Chickahom 
iny  before  morning,  and  that  there  was  heavy  firing  on  the  Lichinonc 
side,  begun  at  5 and  ceased  at  7 a.  in.  Saturday.  On  the  whole  1 thiiil 
we  have  had  the  better  of  it  up  to  tliat  point  of  time.  W hat  has  hap ; 
peiied  since  we  still  know  not,  as  we  have  no  communication  with  Gen 
eral  McClellan.  xV  disiiatch  from  Colonel  Ingalls  shows  that  he  thinki 
McClellan  is  fighting  with  the  enemy  at  Kichmond  to-day  and  will  h 
to-morrow.  We  have  no  means  of  knowing  upon  what  Colonel  Ingaii 
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founds  his  opinion.  All  confirmed  about  saving  all  property.  Not  a. 
single  un wounded  straggler  came  back  to  the  White  House  from  the 
field,  and  the  number  of  wounded  reaching  there  up  to  11  a.  m.  Satur- 
day was  not  large. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


To  what  the  President  has  above  stated  I will  only  add  one  or  two 
points  that  may  be  satisfactory  for  you  to  know : 

1st.  All  the  sick  and  wounded  were  safely  removed  from  the  White 
House ; not  a man  left  behind. 

2d.  A dispatch  from  Burnside  shows  that  he  is  in  condition  to  afford 
efficient  support  and  is  probably  doing  so. 

3d.  The  dispatch  of  Colonel  Ingalls  impresses  me  with  the  convictioa 
that  the  movement  was  made  by  General  McClellan  to  concentrate  on 
Eichmond,  and  was  successful  to  the  latest  point  of  which  we  have  any 
information. 

4th.  Mr.  Fulton  says  that  on  Friday  night  between  12  and  1 o’clock 
General  McClellan  telegraphed  Commodore  Goldsborough  thattheresult 
of  the  movement  was  satisfactory  to  him. 

5th.  From  these  and  the  facts  stated  by  the  President  my  inference 
is  that  General  McClellan  will  probably  be  in  Eichmond  within  two- 
days. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War^ 


Major-General  Dix: 


War  Department, 
Washington  City^  June  29,  1862:. 


If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  any  information  you  may  receive 
I will  not  trouble  you  unless  you  have  something  to  communicate. 
Thanking  you  for  your  attention, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  29,  1862 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Colonel  Ingalls  is  here,  with  most  of  the  transports.  He  will  ge 
Eiver  to-night  and  try  to  communicate  with  General 
McClellan.  We  expect  to  hear  from  him  before  morning. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General, 


, Fort  Monroe,  June  29,  1862—8  p.  m. 

M.  C.  Meigs,  ’ 

Quartermaster-  General : 

I have  seen  General  Dix,  and  arranged  for  boats  to  go  up  James; 
Kiver  to-morrow  with  supplies  and  for  wounded.  General  Casey  is 
^re  on  board  of  transports.  Stoneman  is  at  Williamsburg,  eu  route  to 
trains  arrived  in  safety.  I leave  immediately  to-night 
toi  City  Point,  to  ascertain  the  position  and  condition  of  the  army. 

EUFUS  INGALLS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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Fort  Monroe,  June  29, 1862 — 8.30  p.  m. 

D.  C.  McCallum:  . 

The  rebels  have  possession  of  our  railroad.  White  House  is  aban- 
doned.  Wentz  and  myself,  -with  all  our  men,  are  here,  waiting  your 
orders.  One  locomotive,  with  forty  cars,  are  at  headquarters.  The 
other  locomotives  are  under  the  guns  of  the  gunboats^  wi^  connect 
ing-rods  taken  off  and  preserved.  All  the  men  are  sale.  We  ran  the 
railroad  up  to  the  last  moment  The  two  locomotives  last  sent  are  still 

afloat  and  safe.  McALPIN, 

' Superintendent. 


War  Department,  June  30,  1862. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  New  York: 

We  are  yet  without  communication  with  General  McClellan,  and  this 
^ibsence  of  news  is  our  point  of  anxiety.  Up  to  the  latest  point  to 
which  we  are  posted  he  elfected  everything  in  such  exact  accordance 
•with  his  plan,  contingently  announced  to  us  before  the  batt^ 
ithat  we  feel  justified  to  hope  that  he  has  not  failed  since.  He  tiad  a 
severe  engagement  in  getting  the  part  of  his  army  on  this  side  of  the 
Uhickahominy  over  to  the  other  side,  in  which  the  enemy  lost  c^rtoinly 
as  much  as  we  did.  We  are  not  dissatisfied  with  this,  only  that  the 
loss  of  enemies  does  not  compensate  for  the  loss  of  friends.  The  enen^ 
<jannot  come  below  White  House;  certainly  is  not  there  now,  and  ^ob- 
ably  has  abandoned  the  whole  line.  Dix^s  pickets  are  at  New  Kent 

€ourt-House.  ^ LINCOLN. 


WAR  Department,  June  30,  1862. 

Son.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Astor  House,  New  York: 

General  McClellan’s  line  is  established  at  Turkey 
•James  Eiver.  Our  gunboats  are  there.  . ® 

pened  to  him  since  communication  was  broken  ofi^  « n* 

ment  appears  to  be  successful  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  but  it  seems  as 

if  he  meant  to  begin  intrenching.  STANTOK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

June  30,  1862—7  p.  m. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Astor  House.,  New  York: 

We  have  received  nothing  of  consequence  since  my  last  message  | 
stating  that  General  McClellan’s  communication  with  the  gunboats. 

was  established.  His  depot  on  the  James  River  is  • 

Point.  Stoneman’s  and  Casey’s  forces  are  on  the  way  ^m^om 

Port  Monroe.  Without  losing  a man,  they  were  tte  last  to  leaveM  hitc 
House.  The  enemy  have  not  advanced  beyond  White  House.  Hallec  • 
promises  to  send  the  force  asked  from  him,  and  I have  sent  fucke 
£'orinth  to  arrange  the  transportation.  We  have  news  from  Vicks- 
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burg.  Farragut  and  Ellet’s  ram  fleet  are  there,  acting  together  The 
Mississippi  is  clear  from  Memphis  to  Vicksburg,  and  we  shall  soon 
have  that.  Goldsborough  gives  a report  that  Stonewall  Jackson  was 
killed  h riday.  Pope  is  hard  at  work  organizing  his  force.  Sigel  takes 
Fremont’s  corps  instead  of  King,  who  preferred  to  keep  command  of 
his  own  ^vision.  You  shall  have  all  the  reliable  news  as  fast  as  it 

establish  a new  telegraph  line  between  him 
and  McClellan.  Everything  is  moving  briskly  and  favorably.  If  the 
Governors  will  give  us  promptly  100,000  men  the  war  will  be  over 
Mark  the  hour  your  telegrams  are  sent. 

EDWm  M.  STAOTOI^, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  June  30,  1862. 

Major-General  Wool  : 

McClellan  has  moved  his  whole  force  across  the  Chickahominy  and 
rests  on  James  Kiver,  being  supported  by  our  gunboats.  The  position 
IS  tavorable,  and  looks  more  like  taking  Eichmond  than  any  time  before 
1 will  send  you  some  seryice  money.* 

EDWm  M.  STAOTOl!!, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  30, 1862—11.30  a. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

I send  you  copy  of  a letter  just  received  from  Commander  Eodgers  : 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Galena, 

^ Turkey  Island,  June  29,  1862. 

Commodore  Goldsborough  : 

mSfnf  obedience  to  your  letter  containing  telegram  from  General  McClellan,  I im- 
to  With  this  vessel,  the  Aroostook,  and  the  Mahaska,  up  James  Rives- 

to  Sturgeontown,  above  New  Market,  indicated  in  the  telegram.  I got  under  wav  at 

beneral  Keyes,  sent  to  open  communication  with  me.  He  designated  this  as  th#^ 
S On  coring  down?  I re- 
met ^ musket  firing  from  the  banks.  I have  since 

^ Engineers,  sent  by  General  McClellan  to  communicate 
yisel  tomato^^  operations.  I shall  take  the  colonel  around  on  thia 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

: JOHN  RODGERS, 

Commander^ 

great  hurry,  and  apologize  for  a postscript.  Colonel  Alexander 
communication,  and  begs  that  you  will  make  known  to  General  Dix 
fce  pressing  necessity  hero  for  steamers  for  the  accommodation  of  t^  sick  anl 
KrlfM^lelirr  moment.  Let  them  stop  below  Harrison’s  Bar  and  awaPi 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  RODGERS, 

Commander. 

GOLDSBOEOUGH. 


Some  matter  not  connected  with  Peninsular  Campaign  omitted. 
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War  Department, 
Washington  Gity^  June  30, 1862. 

Major-General  Dix, 

Fort  Monroe  : 

Is  it  not  probable  the  enemy  have  abandoned  the  line  between  White 
House  and  McClellan’s  rear?  He  could  have  but  little  object  to  main- 
tain it  and  nothing  to  subsist  upon.  Would  not  Stoneman  better  move 
up  and  see  about  it  ? I think  a telegraphic  communication  can  at  once 
be  opened  to  White  House  from  Williamsburg.  The  wires  must  be  up 
still. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  30, 1862. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 


The  President,  Abraham  Lincoln  : | 

Everything  has  been  done  that  is  possible  to  open  communication  | 
Avith  General  McClellan.  I have  sent  an  armed  tug  up  the  Chicka- 
bominy.  Commodore  Goldsborough  sent  up  the  James  River,  and 
Colonel  Ingalls  went  up  last  night.  We  expect  to  hear  to-day.  At  10 
•o’clock  yesterday  the  enemy  had  not  occupied  the  point  at  White  House. 
Our  gunboats  were  still  lying  in  the  river,  and  the  enemy’s  re-enforce- 
ments were  only  seen  on  the  high  ground  a mile  or  two  back.  I can- 
not learn  as  yet  whether  they  came  this  side  of  the  White  House.  I 
shall  soon  have  a report  from  Williamsburg. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Jiine  30,  1862 — 11  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M,  Stanton: 

Will  you  please  say  to  President  Lincoln  that  the  report  from  Will- 
iamsburg is  just  in  f The  enemy  had  not  been  at  White  House  at  8 
o’clock  last  evening.  Our  pickets  extend  to  New  Kent  Court-House, 
(6  miles  this  side. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  30,  1862 — 2 p.  m. 

Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln: 

We  have  no  doubt  that  McClellan  intended  to  abandon  the  White 
House.  Our  only  line  of  communication  with  him  by  telegraph  from 
that  iioint  would  be  along  the  railroad,  which  the  enemy  will  hardly 
give  uj). 

The  communication  of  Commodore  Goldsborough,  telegraphed  to 
Gideon  Welles,  will  have  advised  you  that  the  general  relies  on  the  i 
James  River  lor  all  his  communications  hereafter.  The  commodore  was  , 
’^vith  me  an  hour  ago.  I suggested  that  we  should  extend  our  wires': 
from  AYi  Hi  a ms  burg  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chickahominy  and  there  com- 
inunicate  by  the  James  River  by  steamers  or  carry  them  on  the  left  i 
bank  of  the  river  to  Turkey  Island  Point,  where  the  new  depot  is  to 
be.  The  general  has  all  the  materials  of  the  working  party  with  him, 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


279 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 

and  will  no  doubt  at  once  open  a new  line  of  telegraphic  communica- 
tion from  his  camp  to  the  river,  and  thence  to  meet  the  old  line  at 
Williamsburg  or  Sole  Point,  higher  up.  We  have  no  material  here.  1 
will  make  a reconnaissance  in  the  vicinity  of  the  White  House,  to 
ascertain  whether  the  enemy  are  there. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe j Pu.,  June  30,  1862. 

Brig.  Hen.  Silas  Casey, 

JJ.  8.  Volunteers : 

General  : You  will  proceed  with  your  command  to  Harrison’s  Bar,  on 
the  James  Eiver,  about  6 miles  this  side  of  City  Point,  and  there  await 
the  orders  of  Major-General  McClellan,  to  whom  you  will  report  imme- 
diately by  letter.  You  will  find  at  Harrison’s  Bar  a squadron  of  gun- 
boats for  your  protection. 

Eespectfullv,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


I AYashincton  City,  June  30,  1862. 

I Major-General  Dix, 

Fort  Monroe: 

So  long  as  communication  continues  interrupted  between  General 
McClellan  and  the  forces  at  Yorktown  and  Williamsburg  you  are  au- 
thorized to  assume  command  of  them  and  all  on  that  side  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and  give  such  orders  as  you  deem  proper,  not  confiicting  with 
the  wishes  of  General  McClellan. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Seeretay'y  of  War. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  Jtme  30,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Corinth.,  Miss.: 

Would  be  very  glad  of- 25,000  infantry  j no  artillery  or  cavalry  j but 
please  do  not  send  a man  if  it  endangers  any  place  you  deem  important 
to  hold,  or  if  it  places  you  to  give  up  or  weaken  or  delay  the  expecta- 
tions against  Chattanooga.  To  take  and  hold  the  railroad  at  or  east 
of  Cleveland,  in  East  Tennessee,  I think  fully  as  important  as  the  tak- 
ing and  holding  of  Eichmond. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Corinth,  June  30,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Your  telegram  of  the  28th  is  just  received,  but  it  is  so  imperfect  that 
parts  of  it  cannot  be  deciphered  till  repeated.  The  object,  however,  is 
understood,  and  measures  will  be  immediately  taken  to  carry  it  out. 
The  condition  of  the  river  and  railroads  in  Tennessee  and  the  want  of 
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rolling  stock  will  render  the  movement  very  slow.  Cavalry  cannot  be 
sent,  and  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  transport  artillery  with 
horses  and  guns.  If  artillerymen  are  sent,  can  they  be  supplied  with 
horses  and  guns  there,  or  shall  I send  infantry  only  ? 

I think,  under  the  circumstances,  the  Chattanooga  expedition  better 
be  abandoned  or  at  least  be  diminished.  If  not,  I doubt  our  ability  to 
hold  West  Tennessee  after  detaching  so  large  a force  as  that  called  for. 
I will  telegraph  more  in  detail  as  soon  as  your  telegram  is  repeated,  as 
I cannot  understand  parts  of  it. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


Washington  City,  June  30, 1862 — 3 p.  m. 
Major-General  Halle CK,  Corinth : 

Your  telegram  of  this  date  just  received.  The  Chattanooga  expedi- 
tion must  not  on  any  account  be  given  up.  The  President  regards  that 
and  the  movement  against  East  Tennessee  as  one  of  the  most  important 
movements  of  the  war,  and  its  occupation  nearly  as  important  as  the 
capture  of  Richmond.  He  is  not  pleased  with  the  tardiness  of  the  move- 
ment toward  Chattanooga,  and  directs  that  no  force  be  sent  here  if 
you  cannot  do  it  without  breaking  up  the  operation  against  that  point 
and  East  Tennessee.  Infantry  only  are  needed ; our  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery are  strong  enough. 

The  first  reports  from  Richmond  were  more  discouraging  than  the 
truth  warranted.  If  the  advantage  is  not  on  our  side  it  is  balanced. 
General  McClellan  has  moved  his  whole  force  onto  the  line  of  the  James 
River  and  is  supported  by  our  gunboats.  But  he  must  be  largely 
strengthened  before  advancing,  and  hence  the  call  on  you,  which  I am 
glad  you  have  answered  so  promptly.  Let  me  know  to  what  point  on 
the  river  you  will  send  your  forces,  so  as  to  provide  immediately  for 
transportation. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Turkey  Bridge,  June  30,  1862 — 7 p.  m. 

(Received  July  1,  11.30  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Another  day  of  desperate  fighting.  We  are  hard  pressed  by  superior 
numbers.  I fear  I shall  be  forced  to  abandon  my  material  to  save  my 
men  under  cover  of  the  gunboats.  You  must  send  us  very  large  re-en- 
forcem?nts  by  way  of  Fort  Monroe,  and  they  must  come  very  promptly. 
My  army  has  behaved  superbly,  and  have  done  all  that  men  could  do. 
If  none  of  us  escape,  we  shall  at  least  have  done  honor  to  the  country. 
I shall  do  my  best  to  save  the  army.  Send  more  gunboats. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


City  Point,  James  River,  June  30,  1862,  8 p.  m. 

(Received  Wasbington,  July  1,  12  m.) 

M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

The  general  is  6 miles  above  here,  on  the  river.  His  army  will  prob- 
ably fall  back  to  Harrison’s  Bar,  near  here,  to-morrow.  It  is  nearly  ex- 
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lausted  with  constant  and  desperate  fighting  against  fearful  odds.  If 
lis  army  be  not  speedily  re-enforced  the  results  may  prove  disastrous. 

Our  department  has  the  means  of  providing  stores  in  abundance. 
dcGlellan  wants  men  now  more  than  anything  else. 

RUFUS  INGALLS. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Turhey  Island,  July  1, 1862 — 2.45  a.  m. 
Irig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 

General  : Another  desperate  combat  to-day.  Our  troops  repulsed 
he  enemy.  I was  sending  orders  to  renew  the  combat  to-morrow, 
earing  the  consequences  of  farther  retreat  in  the  exhausted  condi- 
ion  of  the  troops  and  being  as  willing  to  stake  the  last  chance  of  battle 
Q that  position  as  any  other  under  the  circumstances,  when  I learned 
hat  the  right  had  fallen  back  after  dark  and  that  the  center  was  fol- 
3 wing. 

I have  taken  steps  to  adopt  a new  line,  the  left  resting  on  Turkey 
sland,  and  thence  along  a ridge  parallel  to  James  River  as  far  as  I 
ave  the  force  to  hold  it.  Rodgers  will  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  cover 
ly  flanks.  I will  probably  be  obliged  to  change  this  line  in  a few  days, 
^hen  I have  rested  the  men,  for  one  lower  down,  and  extending  from 
lie  Ohickahominy  to  the  James. 

If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  re-enforce  me  largely  it 
hould  be  done  promptly  and  in  mass.  I need  50,000  more  men,  and 
uth  them  I will  retrieve  our  fortunes.  More  would  be  well,  but  that 
umber  sent  at  once  will,  I think,  enable  me  to  assume  the  offensive, 
cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  necessity  of  prompt  action  in  this  matter. 
Iven  a few  thousand  fresh  men  within  the  next  twenty-four  or  forty- 
ight  hours  will  do  much  toward  relieving  and  encouraging  this  wearied 
rmy,  which  has  been  engaged  in  constant  combat  for  the  last  five  or  six 
ays. 

I must  apologize  for  the  probable  incoherency  of  this  letter.  I am 
shausted  by  want  of  sleep  and  constant  anxiety  for  many  days. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  MCOLELLA.N, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  B.  G.,  July  1,  1862. 

[ajor-General  McClellan  ; 

Your  telegram  of  last  night  has  been  received  and  will  be  answered 
y the  President.  We  have  sent  you  5,000  from  McDowell’s  corps  since 
aturday  that  have  reached  Fort  Monroe  already,  and  I hope  will  be 
use  to  you.  Halleck  has  been  ordered  to  send  a corps  of  his  army, 
),000  infantry,  [and  answered]  that  he  will  do  so.  Tucker  is  on  the 
»ad  to  Corinth  to  arrange  the  transportation.  I hope  to  have  them 
ith  you  within  two  weeks.  Hold  your  ground  and  you  will  be  in 
ichmond  before  the  month  is  over. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

HaxalVs  Plantation^  July  1,  1862. 

Brig’.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- Geyieral  TJ.  S.  Army  : 

General  : My  whole  army  is  here,  with  all  its  guns  and  material 
The  battle  of  yesterday  was  very  severe,  but  the  enemy  was  repulsed 
and  severely  punished.  After  dark  the  troops  retired  to  this  position 
My  men  are  completely  exhausted,  and  I dread  the  result  if  we  are 
attacked  to-day  by  fresh  troops.  If  possible  I shall  retire  to-night  tc 
Harrison’s  Bar,  where  the  gunboats  can  render  more  aid  in  covering 
our  position.  Permit  me  to  urge  that  not  an  hour  should  be  lost  ir 
sending  me  Iresh  troops.  More  gunboats  are  much  needed. 

I hope  that  the  enemy  was  so  severely  handled  yesterday  as  to  rendei 
him  careful  in  his  mov^ements  to-day.  I now  pray  for  time.  My  mei 
have  proved  themselves  the  equals  of  any  troops  in  the  world,  but  thej 
are  worn-out.  Our  losses  have  been  very  great.  I doubt  whethei 
more  severe  battles  have  ever  been  fought.  We  have  failed  to  win  onlj 
because  overpowered  by  superior  numbers. 

Yerv  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAII, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


I Korfolk,  July  1,  1862 — p.  m. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weeles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

Under  date  of  yesterday  I have  a letter  from  Commander  Eodgers 
in  which  he  says  the  army  is,  much  of  it,  on  the  James  Eiver  banksi 
just  above  City  Point.  It  is  safe.  General  King  and  Colonel  Alex 
under  breakfasted  with  me.  Communication  is  fully  established 
General  McClellan’s  headquarters  are  at  Turkey  Bend.  He  himsel 
was  on  board  the  Galena  yesterday.  I have  sent  the  Dacotah  an( 
Wachusett  to  Harden’s  Bluff  to  destroy  the  guns  there  effectually,  am 
also  at  Day’s  Point,  if  possible.  The  former  vessel  returned  yesterday 
afternoon  from  convoying  a number  of  transports  up  the  James  Eiver 
and  it  was  my  intention  to  send  her  back  with  another,  but  owing  to  i 
report  that  the  enemy  was  probably  trying  to  get  two  guns  in  batterie.' 
at  Harden’s  Bluff  I determined  to  send  her  off  this  morning,  as  stated 
There  are  no  guns  at  Fort  Powhatan  up  to  my  last  accounts.  It  if 
even  doubtful  whether  any  were  ever  there,  judging  from  the  appear 
ance  of  the  place,  which  is  overgrown  with  high  grass. 

GOLDSBOEOUGH. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  1, 1862 — 10.25  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Colonel  Campbell  was  directed  to  make  a reconnaissance  yesterda; 
toward  the  White  House.  He  encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets  nea 
Kew  Kent  Court-House  and  drove  tliem  in.  He  was  attacked  in  re 
turn  by  a considerable  cavalry  force  and  was  obliged  to  fall  back.  Tliu 
enemy’s  purpose  will  be  ascertained  if  possible  during  the  day.  Pleas'’ 
-say  to  the  President  communication  with  General  McClellan  by  way  m 
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riiite  House  is  impracticable,  as  the  bridges  over  the  Chickahominy 
’c  all  destroyed.  I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from 
eneral  Marcy  in  pencil,  dated  June  30,  0 o’clock  last  evening: 


ajor-General  Dix, 

Fort  Monroe  : 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  send  all  the  re-enforcements  to  this  place, 
be  landed  at  such  places  as  the  commander  of  the  gunboats  may  deem  appropriate 
hen  they  arrive.  We  have  had  hard  work  to  get  here,  and  want  the  re-enforcements 
1 soon  as  practicable.  Please  see  that  the  men  you  send  have  three  days’  rations  in 
leir  haversacks. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

General  Ferry  has  arrived  here  with  5,000  men  from  Alexandria.  I 
tail  push  them  on  without  delay.  There  was  hard  fighting  yesterday 
1 the  James  Eiver.  I have  no  details.  The  enemy  w as  held  in  check, 
early  the  whole  power  of  the  insurgent  States  is  concentrated  at 
ichmond. 

JOHX  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  1,  1862. 

on.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

(Secretary  of  W ar  ; 

I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Keyes: 

. Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

Haxall’s  House,  Bank  of  James  Hirer,  June  30. 

aj.  Get).  John  A.  Dix, 

('ommandiufi  ai  Fort  Monroe: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  with  my  corps,  constituting  the 
Ivance  of  the  ilank  movement  of  the  army  before  Richmond,  I safely  arrived  at  this 
)int  at  sunrise,  with  all  my  troops,  wagons,  cannon,  ard  public  I’loperty,  except 
iglee’s  brigade  and  a few  outguards,  which  will  report  as  soon  as  relieved.  Fitz 
>hn  Porter’s  corps,  which  was  ordered  to  support  my  advance,  is  now  arriving,  that 
ficer  himself  being  here,  together  with  a portion  of  his  trains.  The  movement  may 
m be  considered  to  have  been  nearly  completed,  and  successfully.  The  enemy 
tacked  my  lines  yesterday  with  cavalry,  but  they  were  promptly  rej)elled,  with 
:avy  loss  to  the  rebels.  They  were  pretty  well  cut  up.  They  also  attacked  tlie  rear 
lard,  but  not  with  sufficient  vigor  to  do  much  damage.  Please  communicate  the 
>ove  to  the  reporters,  to  relieve  the  minds  of  the  anxious  public. 

E.  D.  KEYES. 

Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps,  Army  Potomac. 

JOHX  A.  HIX, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

♦ July  1,  1862. 

rig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Keyes, 

Commandinff  Fourth  Corps : 

I The  Army  of  the  Potomac  moves  to-night  to  Harrison’s  Bar.  Your 
I nnmand  will  form  the  rear  guard,  Franklin’s  corps  just  ])recediiig 
[ mrs.  The  gunboats  are  instructed  to  cover  your  fiank  and  rear. 

I ring  along  all  the  wagons  you  can,  but  they  are  to  be  sacrificed,  of 
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course,  rather  than  imperil  your  safety.  Celerity  of  movement  is  th 
sole  securitj"  of  this  operation.  At  Harrison’s  Bar  additional  gunboats 
a comfortable  position,  and  considerable  re-enforcements  under  Genera 
Shields.  Stimulate  your  men  to  fortitude  and  renewed  courage  by  : 
knowledge  of  the  fact.  Couch’s  division  has  already  been  ordered  t* 
move  under  the  direction  of  General  Porter. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

JAS.  A,  HAEDIE, 

Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Division, 

Near  RaxalVs  Landing.,  Fu.,  July  1,  1862. 

General  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Sir:  This  morning  I learned  with  great  surprise  that  an  order  ha( 
been  sent  to  General  Keyes  last  evening  for  General  Wessells’  brigadi 
to  proceed  in  support  of  our  forces  in  action.  This  information  cam< 
from  Capt.  C.  C.  Suydam,  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  stated  h( 
received  it  from  you. 

Ko  order  of  this  nature  ever  reached  me  or  any  member  of  my  stafl 
My  remaining  brigade  was  under  arms,  ready  for  any  service,  at  tbi 
head  of  Turkey  Creek,  until  about  3.30  p.  m.,  when  General  Keye 
ordered  me  to  prepare  to  move,  and  to  send  an  officer  of  my  staff  b 
him  for  orders.  Aide-de-Camp  Titus  reported,  and  returned  with  Lieu 
tenant  Smith,  of  Keyes’  staff’,  who  guided  my  command  to  a new  posi 
tion  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  right,  where  I found  Genera 
Keyes,  and  with  whom  I remained  during  the  day  and  night. 

This  day  Major  Hammerstein,  aide-de-camp  of  General  McClellan 
called  upon  me  and  gave  me  the  following  note,  viz  : 

July  1,  1862. 

An  order  for  General  Peck  to  move  on  the  evening  of  June  30  one  brigade  up  fo 
action  was  in  my  possession,  but  was  not  delivered  because  bis  position  was  not  knowi 
to  me.  I could  not  look  longer  for  him,  because  I bad  to  move  other  troops,  and  knev 
that  his  other  brigade  was  already  in  position. 

HAMMERSTEIN, 

Major f Aide-de-Camp. 

General  Keyes,  commanding  Fourth  Corps,  added  to  the  above : 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  June  I received  a verbal  order  from  General  McClellai 
to  send  two  of  Couch’s  brigades  to  the  front,  to  be  guided  by  Major  Webb,  who  brough 
the  order.  I received  no  order  to  send  forward  or  to  move  specifically  any  part  o 
General  Peck’s  command  in  any  other  manner  than  to  form  my  line  of  battle  on  th' 
30tb  of  June. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier-General , Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 

I feel  very  sanguine  that  you  have  labored  under  some  misappreheu 
sion,  and  I desire  that  this  shall  be  presented  to  Baron  Hammerstein 
aide-de-camp,  and  General  Keyes,  and  witli  their  indorsements  be  sub 
mitted  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  fb< 
end  that  no  injustice  shall  be  done  me  in  these  ])remises.  ' 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Brigadier -General.,  Command  wg  Division. 
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Corinth,  Miss.,  July  1, 1862. 

(Eeceived  9.16  p.  m.) 

Ion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War:  ' 

Your  corrected  telegram  of  28th  was  received  last  night.  I had  al- 
eady  acted  on  the  imperfect  copy  received  yesterday  morning.  Gen- 
ral  McOlernand  was  ordered  to  send  as  many  of  his  division  as  possible 
3 Columbus  by  every  train.  General  Quinby  has  been  ordered  to  de- 
ich  as  many  as  he  can  spare  from  his  command  near  Columbus.  Light- 
raught  boats  have  been  ordered  from  Saint  Louis  to  take  one  division 
:om  this  place  via  Pittsburgh.  A part  of  Wallace’s  division  will  be 
ent  from  Memphis  as  soon  as  I can  relieve  them. 


I fear  that  you  have  overestimated  the  strength  of  the  army  in  West 
'ennessee.  Since  the  departure  of  General  Buell’s  army  and  the  detach- 
lents  to  General  Curtis  I have  less  than  65,000  effective  men.  After 
3nding  the  detachment  ordered  to  Washington  I shall  have  less  than 
0,000.  We  have  repaired  and  have  now  to  guard  between  Columbus, 
lemphis,  and  Decatur  367  miles  of  railroad,  besides  the  posts  estab- 
shed  on  Mississippi  Eiver  and  many  rivers.  All  scouts,  spies,  desert- 
rs,  and  prisoners,  without  a single  exception,  report  that  no  troops 
ave  been  sent  from  here  East.  The  rebel  force  in  this  State  is  not  less 
Ian  75,000  or  80,000  men,  and  Bragg  is  raising  conscripts  daily.  These 
re  facts  of  which  I have  the  most  reliable  evidence. 

The  enemy  acts  iff  a friendly  country,  requiring  no  guards  for  his  de- 
ots,  and  has  an  immense  rolling  stock,  so  that  he  can  in  a few  days 
ancentrate  on  any  one  point.  We  cannot  so  concentrate.  I am  there- 
)re  satisfied  that  a detachment  of  25,000  from  this  army  at  the  present 
me  will  result  in  the  loss  of  Arkansas  or  West  Tennessee,  and  perhaps 
oth.  Those  who  have  not  the  proper  data  have  been  disposed  to  un- 
errate  the  force  of  the  enemy  and  to  overrate  that  of  this  army.  The 
lets  are  precisely  as  here  given.  Those  who  represent  otherwise  de- 
eive  you. 

Either  the  Chattanooga  expedition  must  be  postponed  or  a less  force 
i3nt  to  Washington,  or  we  have  left  the  alternative  of  losing  much  that 
^e  have  gained  here  in  the  West. 

To  surrender  any  territory  we  have  acquired  is  certain  death  to  all 
jinion  men  in  that  territory.  Any  loss  on  our  part  will  be  followed  by 
ji^irrection  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  and  we  shall  find  still  greater 
imculty  in  the  pacification  of  those  States  than  we  have  encountered 
li  Missouri. 


H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General, 


Corinth,  July  1,  1862.  (Eeceived  9.40  p.  m.) 

'he  President  : 

Your  telegram  just  received  saves  Western  Tennessee;  the  former 
rder  was  imperative  and  I had  no  alternative  but  obedience.  The 
nemy  is  undoubtedly  preparing  to  attack  some  point  of  our  lines,  sup- 
osing  our  forces  diminished.  I immediately  ordered  them  all  back  to 
iieir  posts.  If  these  troops  had  been  sent  East,  we  should  have  been 
eteated  or  forced  to  retreat. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- Generaly  Commanding. 
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Corinth,  July  1,  1862 — 8.45  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  9.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar  : 

Telegraph  suspending  orders  for  troops  is  received.  If  order  lia< 
been  carried  out  .we  sliould  liave  been  either  defeated  or  forced  to  r( 
treat.  No  forces  can  be  spared  at  present.  The  enemy  is  apparent!; 
preparing  to  make  an  attack,  and  his  guerrillas  have  already  done  u 
considerable  damage. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 
Major-  Oeneraf  Commandin-g . 


War  Department, 

^ July  2,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Corinth^  Miss.: 

Your  several  dispatches  of  yesterday  to  Secretary  of  War  and  mysel 
received.  I did  say,  and  now  repeat,  I would  be  exceedingly  glad  fo 
some  re  enforcements  from  you ; still,  do  not  send  a man  if  in  you 
judgment  it  will  endanger  any  point  you  debm  important  to  hold,  o 
will  force  you  to  give  up,  or  weaken,  or  delay  the  Chattanooga  expedi 
tion.  Please  tell  me,  could  you  make  me  a flying  visit  for  consultatioi 
without  endangering  the  service  in  your  department? 

A.  LINCOLN. 


War  Department, 
Washingtou^  I).  C.,  July  2,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Your  dispatch  of  Tuesday  morning  induces  me  to  hope  your  army  i 
having  some  rest.  In  this  hope  allow  me  to  reason  with  you  a momeni 
When  you  ask  for  50,000  men  to  be  promptly  sent  you,  you  surely  labo 
under  some  gross  mistake  of  fact.  Eecently  you  sent  i)apers  show 
ing  your  disposal  of  forces  made  last  spring  for  the  defense  of  Wash 
ington  and  advising  a return  to  that  plan.  I find  it  included  in  am 
about  Washington  75,000  men.  Now,  please  be  assured  I have  not  mei 
enough  to  fill  that  very  plan  by  15,000.  All  of  Fremont’s  in  the  valley 
all  of  Banks’,  all  of  McDowell’s  not  with  you,  and  all  in  WashingtoB 
taken  together,  do  not  exceed,  if  they  reach,  60,000.  With  W^ool  am 
Dix  added  to  those  mentioned  I have  not,  outside  of  your  army,  75,00' 
men  east  of  the  mountains.  Thus  the  idea  of  sending  you  50,000,  or  an; 
other  considerable  force,  promptly  is  simply  absurd.  If,  in  your  frequen 
mention  of  responsibility,  you  have  the  impression  that  I blame  yoi 
for  not  doing  more  than  you  can,  iflease  be  relieved  of  such  impressior 
I only  beg  that  in  like  manner  you  wall  not  ask  impossibilities  of  me 
If  you  think  you  are  not  strong  enough  to  take  Eichmond  just  nov 
I do  not  ask  you  to  try  just  now.  Save  the  army,  material  and  per 
sonal,  and  I wall  strengthen  it  for  the  oftensive  again  as  fast  as  I can. 
The  Governors  of  eighteen  States  ofler  me  a new  levy  of  300,000,  wdiicl; 
I accept.  1 

A.  LINCOLN.  ' 
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Fort  Monroe,  July  2,  1862 — 2 p.  m. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

I have  just  received,  under  date  of  yesterday,  the  following  dispatch 
from  General  McClellan,  addressed  to  me  : 

I would  most  earnestly  request  that  every  gunboat  or  other  armed  vessels  suitable 
for  action  in  the  James  River  be  sent  at  once  to  this  vicinity,  headquarters,  and 
placed  under  the  orders  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  camps, 
xnd  communication  of  this  army.  May  I urge  that  not  an  hour  be  lost,  and  that  you 
belegraph  the  Navy  Department  respecting  the  request  I make.  If  this  is  immediate, 

[ must  offer  as  an  excuse  the  extreme  exhaustion  under  which  I am  laboring. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 

Also  the  following  is  the  substance  of  dispatch  from  Commander 
Rodgers,  bearing  same  date  and  sent  by  same  opportunity : 

The  army  is  in  a bad  way.  To  save  it,  as  far  as  we  can,  demands  immediately  all 
)ur  disposable  force.  Fort  Powhatan  is  a very  important  point.  It  should  be  imme- 
iiately  guarded.  City  Point  commands  the  upper  part,  and  that  demands  a strong 
brce  of  gunboats  to 

(Here  telegraph  line  failed.) 

Fort  Powhatan  is  a most  important  point.  It  should  be  strongly  guarded.  City 
Point  commands  the  channel  past  it.  That  demands  a strong  force  "of  gunboats.  To 
nsure  the  passage  of  supplies  each  end  of  the  encampment  on  the  river  banks  demands 
i force  of  gunboats.  We  shelled  the  enemy  with  good  effect,  I hear,  yesterday.  Please 
lend  ammunition  immediately — 8-inch  and  9-inch  shells,  100-pounder  rifle  projectiles, 
vith  cartridges  for  them  and  the  9-inch  shells.  Position  of  gunboats  Delaware  and 
Satellite  in  Chiclvahominy.  Port  Royal  sent  yesterday,  with  Colonel  Alexander,  of 
3ngineers,  to  select  a base  for  operations.  Not  returned.  Aroostook  and  Mahaska 
lear  Turkey  Creek,  protecting  flank.  Maratanza  protecting  passage  of  supplies  con- . 
.'oyiug  them.  Monitor  off  City  Point  guarding  it.  iSouthtield  aground  delow  City 
Point.  Galena’ s position  near  Turkey  Creek,  at  headquarters.  Port  Royal  is  to  coma 
lere. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

I scarcely  need  add  that  I am  doing  everything  in  my  power  to  afford 
Fe  assistance  required,  and  am  here  for  the  purpose  of  expediting  mat- 
ters. The  Jacob  Bell,  Morse,  Barney,  and  Yankee  have  already  gone 
ip  the  same  river.  The  Currituck  leaves  immediately,  and  so,  too,  with 
:he  Sebago.  The  Baltimore  goes  up  in  an  hour  or  twm  with  ordnance 
jtores.  I wish  the  Department  to  rest  assured  that  nothing  shall  be 
wanting  on  my  part. 

GOLDSBOEOUGH. 


Berkeley,  Harrison’s  Bar,  July  2,  1862—5.30  p.  m. 

(Via  Fort  Monroe,  June  3,  10.40  a.  m.)  • 

BEon.  ABRAHAM  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

I have  succeeded  in  getting  this  army  to  this  place  on  the  banks  of 
;he  James  Elver.  I have  lost  but  one  gun,  which  had  to  be  abandoned 
ast  night  because  it  broke  down.  An  hour  and  a half  ago  the  rear  of 
;he  wagon  train  was  within  a mile  of  camp,  and  only  one  wagon  aban- 
loned.  As  usual,  we  had  a severe  battle  yesterday  and  beat  the  enemy 
ladly,  the  men  ffghting  even  better  than  before.  We  fell  back  to  this 
Josition  during  the  night  and  morning.  Officers  and  men  thoroughly 
woni-out  by  fighting  every  day  and  working  every  night  for  a week. 
They  are  in  good  spirits,  and  after  a little  rest  will  fight  better  than 
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ever.  If  not  attacked  during  this  day  I will  have  the  men  ready  to  re- 
pulse the  enemy  to-morrow.  General  Ferry  is  here.  Our  losses  have 
been  very  heavy,  for  we  have  fought  every  day  since  last  Tuesday.  I 
have  not  yielded  an  inch  of  ground  uu necessarily,  but  have  retired  to 
prevent  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy  from  cutting  me  off  and  to 
take  a different  base  of  operations. 

I thank  you  for  the  re-enforcements.  Every  1,000  men  you  send  at 
once  will  help  me  much. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I have  intelligence  from  General  McClellands  headquarters  to  6 p. 
m.  yesterday.  There  was  very  little  fighting  up  to  that  hour.  An 
attack  on  our  left  was  repulsed.  The  report  from  Williamsburg  is  in. 
The  enemy  has  not  come  this  side  of  New  Kent  Court-House.  Our 
pickets  there  are  in  sight  of  each  other. 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  2 — 9.50  p.  m.  ; 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  i 

Secretary  of  War  : I 

We  drove  back  the  enemy^s  pickets  this  morning  some  4 miles.  They  i 
are  near  New  Kent  Court-House,  and  said  to  be  in  force  between  that  i 
point  and  White  House.  They  gave  some  indications  of  withdrawing,  \ 
but  I distrust  them. 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  2,  1862. 


Gen.  S.  Williams,  Adjutant- General : 

General  : Please  order  Colonel  Farnsworth  and  Colonel  Averell  at  : 
once  to  take  all  the  cavalry  that  can  be  collected,  with  the  exception  of  j 
two  squadrons,  and  go  back  to  assist  in  covering  the  rear  of  our  column  ( 
and  in  bringing  up  artillery  and  troops.  Instruct  them  to  go  as  far  back  i 
toward  Porter’s  old  camp  as  possible,  and  to  remain  in  rear  long  enough  j 
to  get  up  all  the  wagons  possible.  If  they  find  any  impossibilities  in  get-  j 
ting  them  along,  let  them  destroy  them  and  drive  forward  the  animals.  J 
Tell  them  expressly  that  the  commanding  general  relies  on  them  to  ful- i 
fill  all  that  can  be  done  by  cavalry.  Send  other  regiments  or  compa-  j 
nies  under  their  command  if  thej^  can  be  found,  and  if  Colonel  Gregg 
is  here  let  him  be  sent  to  assist.  i 

Eespectfully, 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff.  ' 


CfiAr.  XXIII.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 
[Indorsement.] 


289 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  2,  1862. 

General  Keyes  will  please  cause  the  within  instructions  to  be 
promptly  executed.  It  is  understood  that  Colonels  Farnsworth^s  and 
Gregg^s  regiments  are  with  him. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS.. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  2,  1862.. 

3rig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes  ; 

Geneeal:  I have  ordered  back  to  your  assistance  all  the  cavalry- 
hat  can  be  raised  here.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  should' 
iave  all  our  artillery  and  as  many  of  our  wagons  as  possible,  and  the. 
commanding  general  feels  the  utmost  confidence  that  you  will  do  all 
hat  can  be  done  to  accomplish  this.  Permit  me  to  say  that  if  youi 
)ring  in  everything ^ou  will  accomplish  a most  signal  and  meritorious, 
xploit,  which  the  commanding  general  will  not  fail  to  represent  in  its. 
>roper  light  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 


R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff: 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  July  3,  1862. 

lajor-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

What  is  the  latest  information  you  have  from  General  McClellan^Si 
rmy  and  the  James  River?  Report  at  least  every  three  hours  until 
irther  order. 

EDWIK  M.  STAKTOK, 

Secretary  of  War,. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  3,  1862—1  p.  m. 

TVT  a (Received  1.30  p.  m.) 

on.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ^ 

Secretary  of  War  : 

The  ^st  news  from  General  McClellan  is  contained  in  his  dispatch 
Ktie  President  sent  two  hours  ago.  There  was  no  fighting  yesterdav. 
Eld  I hope  for  the  best  from  that  circumstance.  His  position  is  said 
> oe  very  strong.  I have  sent  a party  to  put  up  wires  from  Williams- 


4.  'f  ^ , , 1/wi;  up  wiiCiS  11 ULQ  VV  llliailUIS- 

to  Jamestown  Island.  If  [they]  are  not  disturbed  by  the  enemy,  I 


link  we  could  hear  from  McClellan  after  to-morrow  three  times  a day. 
ow  we  can  only  hear  once. 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 
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Fort  Monroe,  July  3, 1862 — 3 p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Colonel  Hawkins 
I do  not  quite  understand  why  General  Burnside  should  not  have  sen 
it  in  his  own  name,  if  it  comes  from  or  is  authorized  by  him.  The  oih 
cer  who  brought  it  says  Colonel  Hawkins  sent  it,  with  the  assurance 
that  General  Burnside  would  approve  it ; 


Headquarters  Roanoke  Island, 

July  2,  1862 — 6 p.  m. 


General  Dix: 

I wisli  YOU  would  telegraph  immediately  to  President  Lincoln  if  he  has  any  order 
other  than  the  last  sent  some  three  days  ago  for  General  Burnside.  We  are  almos 
ready  to  move  in  obedience  to  that  order.  If  Richmond  be  taken  the  President  raa; 
wish  to  change  his  instructions.  Please  give  me  General  McClellan’s  position  whe 
last  heard  from.  Please  return  the  dispatch  boat  immediately,  as  the  news  which  i 
briuo-s  will,  I think,  govern  the  operations  in  this  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ HAWKINS,  I 

Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade  and  Post  \ 
p.  s.— We  shall  be  ready  to  move  in  twenty-four  hours. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General.  1 


Washington  City,  July  3,  1862.  { 


Colonel  Hawkins, 

Commanding  at  RoanoJce  Island  : 

Your  telegram  of  Julv  2 to  General  Dix  has  just  been  receitet^ 
Kichmond  is  not  taken.  ' General  McClellan  has  been  compelled  to  fa, 
back  to  Harrison’s  Bar,  on  the  James  Eiver.  It  is  the  opinion  of  tr 
President,  and  he  so  directs,  that  General  Burnside  in  person,  with  ar 
the  infantrv  force  he  can  spare,  move  by  way  ot  Hampton  Boads  an 
the  James  Eiver  to  General  McClellan’s  headquarters  to  re-enforce  hi 


immediately. 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War.  i 


Fort  Monroe,  July  3,  1862—8.10  p.  m. 

The  President: 

Soon  after  sending  you  Colonel  Hawkins’  dispatch  I received  fro ! 
General  McClellan  an  order  to  General  Burnside  to  bring  on  all  ti  l 
troops  he  could  spare.  I sent  it  oft*  immediately,  with  a letter  from  m £ 
self  describing  to  General  Burnside  the  position  of  General  McClellar  i 
army.  The  steamer  having  gone,  I cannot  send  your  dispatch  to  Color;’ 
Hawkins  until  morning.  I will  do  so  then,  if  you  desire  it. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General.  i 


Washington  City,  July  3, 1862.; 

Major-General  Hunter:  rr  i a n 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Souths  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. : 

General:  The  condition  of  the  army  under  General  McClellan 
quires  that  the  whole  available  infantry  forces  of  the  Governme- 
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should  be  immediately  sent  to  his  command  on  the  James  Eiver.  The 
President  therefore  directs  that  you  immediately  forward  all  the  infantry 
force  that  can  be  spared  to  Fort  Monroe,  thence  to  proceed  according 
to  orders  to  be  received  on  their  arrival  at  that  place.  It  is  believed 
that  you  can  forward  10,000  infantry,  and  if  more  can  be  sent  with 
safety  to  your  command,  it  is  hoped  you  will  do  so  with  your  accustomed 
energy  and  promptness.  No  artillery  or  cavalry  are  wanted. 

Very  respectfully, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Capt.  W.  W.  McKim,  assistant  quartermaster,  Boston,  Mass.,  will 
forward  above  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  War : 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C.,  July  3,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

Yours  of  5.30  yesterday  is  just  received.  I am  satisfied  that  yourself, 
officers,  and  men  have  done  the  best  you  could.  All  accounts  say  better 
fighting  was  never  done.  Ten  thousand  thanks  for  it. 

On  the  28th  we  sent  General  Burnside  an  order  to  send  all  the  force 
he  could  spare  to  you.  We  then  learned  that  you  had  requested  him 
to  go  to  Goldsborough ; upon  which  we  said  to  him  our  order  was  in- 
tended for  your  benefit  and  we  did  not  wish  to  be  in  conflict  with  your 
views. 

We  hope  you  will  have  help  from  him  soon.  To-day  we  have  ordered 
General  Hunter  to  send  you  all  he  can  spare.  At  last  advices  General 
Halleck  thinks  he  cannot  send  re-enforcements  without  endangering  all 
he  has  gained. 

A.  LINCOLN, 

President, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Harrison’s  Bar,  July  3,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

I Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  In  order  to  insure  a perfect  understanding  of  the  exact  condi- 
tion of  this  army,  I have  directed  my  chief  of  staff.  General  R.  B.  Marcy, 
to  repair  to  Washington  and  give  you  full  explanations  of  the  events 
of  the  last  few  weeks. 

A simple  summary  is,  that  this  army  has  fought  every  day  for  a week 
against  su])erior  numbers,  holding  its  own  at  least,  often  repulsing  the 
enemy  by  day,  then  retiring  at  night.  Our  light  and  heavy  guns  are 
saved,  with  the  exception  of  one.  All  the  wagons  are  now  within  the 
line  of  pickets,  and  1 hope  will  all  be  saved.  The  army  is  thoroughly 
worn-out,  and  requires  rest  and  very  heavy  re-enforcements. 

Our  losses  have  been  very  great,  for  the  fighting  has  been  desperate, 
and  officers  and  men  have  behaved  heroically. 

I am  in  hopes  that  the  enemy  is  as  completely  worn-out  as  we  are.  He 
was  certainly  very  severely  punished  in  the  last  battle.  The  roads  are 
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now  very  bad.  For  these  reasons  I hope  that  we  shall  have  enough 
breathing  space  to  reorganize  and  rest  the  men  and  get  them  into  posi- 
tion before  the  enemy  can  attack  again.  I have  ordered  Burnside  to 
bring  up  all  his  available  force,  and  leave  to  your  judgment  the  ques- 
tion of  evacuating  New  Berne  and  its  dependencies,  so  as  to  bring  any 
available  men  to  re-enforce  this  army.  It  is  of  course  impossible  to 
estimate  as  yet  our  losses,  but  I doubt  whether  there  are  to-day  more 
than  50,000  men  with  their  colors. 

To  accomplish  the  great  task  of  capturing  Bichmond  and  putting  an 
end  to  this  rebellion  re-enforcements  should  be  sent  to  me  rather  much 
over  than  much  less  than  100,000  men. 

I beg  that  you  will  be  fully  impressed  by  the  magnitude  of  the  crisis 
in  which  we  are  placed.  We  require  action  on  a gigantic  scale— one 
commensurate  with  the  views  I expressed  in  a memorandum  to  the 
President  submitted  early  last  August,  when  first  ordered  to  command 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  safety  of  the  country  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  honor  demand  the  utmost  energy  and  intelligence. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

July  3,  1862—12.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan,  Commanding: 

Captain  Reno  has  just  returned  from  a reconnaissance  on  the  Charles  , 
City  road.  He  went  almost  miles  from  the  mill  near  General  Keyes’  i 
headquarters,  when  he  found  the  enemy.  They  had  two  guns  in  position  i 
on  the  right  of  the  road  and  were  firing  across  the  creek  in  the  direc-  i 
tion  of  Kearny’s  camp.  Their  battery  was  supported  by  a force  of  cav-  i 
airy  and  infantry.  He  could  not  see  many  men,  and  thinks  the  force  was  ! 
a small  one.  Some  of  the  shells  went  over  the  woods  and  fell  in  this 
field  several  hundred  yards  beyond  the  road.  Captain  Reno’s  party 
was  near  their  cavalry  j he  thinks  they  had  but  one  squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Brigadier -General.' 


Hdqrs.  Rear  Guard  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  3, 1862—6  p.  m. 

General  McClellan: 

Sir:  At  midnight  on  the  1st  I was  advised  of  your  movement,  and 
that  I was  to  command  the  rear  guard,  consisting  of  my  own  small 
division.  Although  exhausted  by  unremitting  labors  and  loss  of  rest, 
I made  up  my  mind  to  give  you  all  my  energies  and  aim  to  save  your 
whole  train. 

At  2 a.  m.  I was  in  the  saddle,  with  my  line  of  battle  formed  on  the 
crest  this  side  of  your  headquarters.  I did  not  dismount  until  every 
command,  all  the  batteries,  wagons,  and  stragglers  had  passed  my  line. 
Although  my  orders  were  of  a nature  to  warrant  my  following  close  to 
the  troops  and  batteries,  I resolved  to  protect  the  whole  train  to  the 
extent  of  my  ability.  After  the  delays  consequent  upon  the  heavy 
rain  I decided  that  I would  halt  at  the  creek  or  run,  and  place  a 
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brigade  and  battery  on  one  side,  and  a brigade  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Heavy  timber  in  supporting  distance.  Some  shells  were  thrown  into 
bhe  train  yesterday  and  also  to-day,  but  failed  to  stampede. 

After  passing  the  whole  day  here  I am  proud  to  say  that  everything 
)f  your  fine  army  is  over  the  creek  save  my  guard,  and  that  the  loss 
)f  property  is  very  trifling. 

I shall  soon  pass  my  guard  to  the  crest  of  the  opposite  side,  where  I 
lave  arranged  a battery  so  as  to  sweep  the  approaches. 

I am-,  in  haste,  very  truly, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Bear  Guard  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  the  Harrison  House,  Va.,  July  3,  1862—6  p.  m. 
General  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Sir  : It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  entire  Army 
t the  Potomac,  with  its  immense  trains  (save  my  guard),  has  safely 
assed  the  creek  or  run  which  has  caused  us  so  much  trouble  and  delay, 
his  has  been  accomplished  without  any  sacrifice  of  property,  and  in 
be  face  of  the  greatest  difficulties  and  discouragements.  All  the  at- 
3mpts  of  the  enemy  to  stampede  the  trains  by  shells  from  different 
0111  ts  proved  utterly  abortive. 

So  soon  as  the  wagons  clear  from  the  woods  I shall  proceed  to  bring 
ver  my  command  by  detachments,  covering  the  movement  by  a sec- 
on  of  artillery  from  a commanding  position. 

My  new  line  of  battle  will  be  formed  on  the  right  and  left  of  the 
lain  road  until  otherwise  ordered.  I shall  have  the  territory  across 
le  creek  thoroughly  picketed. 

In  haste,  very  respectfully, 

T>  . ^ JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Hrigadter-General,  Commanding  Division  and  Rear  Guard. 


V,  July  4,  1862. 


Washington  City, 

OHN  Tucker,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Corinth : 

Dispatches  from  General  Halleck  since  you  left  here  render  it  doubt- 
whether  General  Halleck  can  spare  any  forces  consistently  with 
mtemplated  operations  and  the  necessities  of  his  own  command.  If  on 
|)nsultation  with  him,  this  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  you  will  ascer- 
antrom  him  whatever  wants  can  be  supplied  by  this  Department  and 
'port  to  me  for  further  orders. 

Advices  from  General  McClellan  as  late  as  9 this  morning  state  that 
8 forces  are  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  on  the  James  Kiver,  and  had  thus 
r repulsed  the  attacks  made  by  the  enemy.  His  loss  has  been  very 
jav  y , and  his  necessity  for  re-enforcement  is  pressing.  The  President, 
r telegram  this  morning,  communicated  with  General  Halleck  his  views. 
Id  It  IS  needless  tor  me  to  add  more.  ’ 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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War  Department, 

July  4,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth^  Miss. : 

You  do  not  know  how  much  you  would  oblige  us  if,  without  aban- 
doning any  of  your  positions  or  plans,  you  could  promptly  send  us  even 
10,000  infantry.  Can  you  not  ? Some  part  of  the  Corinth  army  is  cer- 
tainly  fighting  McClellan  in  front  of  Eichmond.  Prisoners  are  in  our 
hands  from  the  late  Corinth  army. 

A.  LINCOL^f. 


Harrison^s  Bar,  James  Eiver, 

July  4,  1862 — 1 p.  m.  (Eeceived  July  5,  12.50  a.  m.) 

The  President  : 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  yes- 
terday afternoon.  I thank  you  for  your  expression  of  satisfaction  with 
the  conduct  of  this  army  and  myself.  : 

On  yesterday  I ordered  General  Burnside  to  send  me  such  re-enforce- : 
ments  as  he  could  aftord.  I thank  you  for  the  order  to  General  Hun- ! 
ter  to  send  me  all  the  troops  he  can  spare.  I regret  that  General  Hal-i 
leek  considers  all  his  force  necessary  to  maintain  his  position.  I do  noti 
wish  to  endanger  in  any  way  the  secure  occupation  of  what  has  been- 
gained  in  the  Southwest.  I will  do  the  best  I can  with  such  force  as  li 
have  and  such  aid  as  j^ou  can  give  me.  I think  that  the  Army  of  Yir-i 
ginia  should  keep  out  cavalry  reconnaissances  in  the  direction  of  Eich-t 
mond,  lest  the  enemy  should  prefer  an  advance  to  Washington  to  at-> 
tacking  this  army.  I wish  to  be  advised  fully  of  all  matters  in  front  of 
that  army.  If  the  capital  be  threatened,  1 will  move  this  army,  at 
whatever  hazard,  in  such  direction  as  will  best  divert  the  enemy. 

Our  whole  army  is  now  drawn  up  for  review  in  its  positions,  bandss 
playing,  salutes  being  fired,  and  all  things  looking  bright. 

^ ’ s > McClellan, 

Major-General.  ! 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  G.,  July  4,  1862.  1 

General  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

I have  seen  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War.  Ten  thousano 
men  from  Hunter,  10,000  from  Burnside,  and  11,000  from  here  hav( 
been  ordered  to  re-enforce  you  as  soon  as  possible.  Halleck  has  becL 
urged  by  the  President  to  send  you  at  once  10,000  men  from  Corinth 
The  President  and  Secretary  speak  very  kindly  of  you  and  find  n( 
fault. 

I will  remain  here  until  I hear  from  you. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff.  , 


Norfolk,  Jtily  4,  1862 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

No  news  of  any  kind  from  up  James  Eiver  up  to  this  hour.  I argu( 
favorably  from  this,  as  Com.  Eodgers  is  directed  to  keep  me  informed  o 
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all  events  of  importance.  Am  told  tliat  both  the  President  and  your- 
self are  naturally  very  anxious  to  know  at  the  earliest  moment  possible 
all  that  transpires  of  serious  occurrence.  All  the  guns  at  both  forts  on 
Day^s  Point  and  Harden’s  Bluff  I have  had  burst  or  broken — rendered 
entirely  useless. 

Seventeen  gunboats  in  all  are  at  the  scene  of  action,  and  another, 
the  Cceur-de-Lion,  will  go  up  the  river  to-night.  She  came  down  to  be 
repaired.  The  Tioga  has  not  arrived.  Orders  await  her  at  Fort  Mon- 
Iroe  to  go  up  the  James  Eriver  without  a moment’s  delay. 

I GOLDSBOROUGH. 


I Washington  City,  July  4,  1862. 

; Major- General  Dix, 

Fort  Monroe  : 

Send  forward  the  dispatch  to  Colonel  Hawkins  and  this  also.  Our 
Arder  and  General  McClellan’s  to  General  Burnside  being  the  same,  of 
course  we  wish  it  executed  as  proinptlv  as  possible. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Virginia, 

Washington^  H.  (7.,  July  4,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac^  on  James  River : 

I General:  As  you  have  doubtless  been  informed,  I was  a few  days 
Since  assigned  by  the  President  to  the  command  of  the  forces  and  de- 
partments lately  under  the  command  of  Generals  Fremont,  Banks,  and 
McDowell. 

I avail  myself  of  the  first  moment,  after  ascertaining  the  strength, 
positions,  and  condition  of  the  force  thus  assigned  me,  to  communicate 
with  you.  1 beg  you  to  understand  that  it  is  my  earnest  wish  to  co- 
operate in  the  heartiest  and  most  energetic  manner  with  you,  and  that 
there  is  no  service,  whatever  the  hazard  or  the  labor,  which  I am  not 
ready  to  perform  with  this  army  to  carry  out  that  object. 

That  you  may  understand  precisely  what  means  are  at  my  disposal 
for  such  a purpose  and  what  is  expected  of  me  I will  proceed  to  give 
'you  in  detail  the  information  which  will  enable  you  to  understand  pre- 
cisely my  situation  and  the  power  I have  to  aid  your  operations.  Do 
hot  hesitate  to  suggest  frankly  and  freely  to  me  any  views  and  wishes 
|you  may  entertain  in  regard  to  the  assistance  I can  give  you.  Be 
assured  that  your  suggestions  will  be  received  with  all  kindness  and  as 
far  as  possible  adopted.  I am  guided,  and  shall  be,  by  an  earnest  wish 
Ifco  contribute  by  every  possible  means  within  my  control  to  the  success 
of  your  operations. 

You  know  the  history  of  the  late  peculiar  operations  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  and  that  General  Fremont  has  retired  from  his  command 
for  reasons  unnecessary  to  set  forth.  The  forces  lately  under  his  com- 
mand and  those  of  General  Banks  are  collected  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Strasburg  and  Middletown.  They  are  much  demoralized  and  broken 
down,  and  unfit  for  active  service  for  the  present.  Of  some  use  they 
can  be,  but  not  much  just  now.  They  are  scattered  at  small  posts,  but 
are  now  being  concentrated.  They  number  about  23,000  men  of  all  arms. 
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The  army  corps  of  General  McDowell,  about  19,000  strong,  is  by  far  the 
best,  and  in  fact  the  only  reliable  portion  of  my  command.  One  divis- 
ion is  at  Manassas,  the  other  at  Fredericksburg. 

General  Sturgis  is  in  command  of  the  forces  within  and  outside  of  the 
intrenchments  near  Washington.  They  number  altogether  about  17,000 
men,  mostly  raw  recruits  and  fragments  of  broken  regiments,  in  no 
condition  for  service. 

My  first  object  is  to  concentrate  all  these  forces  (except  those  under 
Sturgis),  as  far  as  practicable,  in  advance  of  this  place,  both  to  put 
them  in  condition  for  active  operations  and  to  have  them  in  hand.  In 
this  arrangement  the  security  of  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  and  of 
the  city  of  Washington  must  be  held  in  view.  I have  therefore  broken 
up  the  depots  on  the  Ohio  Eiver  and  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eail- 
road,  and  established  my  depots  and  base  of  operations  at  Alexandria. 
I am  concentrating  the  tw’o  corps  of  Fremont  (now  SigeFs)  and  Banks 
near  Luray  Gap  ( Sperry  ville)j  Banks^  about  5 or  6 miles  east  of  that 
place. 

The  division  of  McDowell,  now  at  Manassas,  has  moved  forward 
to  Warren  ton  and  taken  post.  His  cavalry  brigade  has  advanced  to 
Warren  ton  Junction,  with  strong  cavalry  pickets  south  of  the  Eappa- 
hannock.  The  division  at  Fredericksburg  pickets  the  country  20  miles 
in  advance  of  that  place.  A good  stone  turnpike  connects  Luray  with 
Warrenton.  It  was  my  purpose,  before  the  news  of  your  critical  situa- 
tion reached  here,  to  concentrate  the  two  divisions  of  McDowell  at 
Orange  Court-House  and  the  corps  of  Banks  and  Sigel  at  Stanards- 
ville ; thence  to  occupy  Gordonsville  long  enough  to  destroy  entirely 
the  Virginia  Central  road  between  that  place  and  Hanover  Court-House, 
and  to  move  on  Charlottesville,  or  a point  east  of  that  place,  with  my 
whole  force  united ; to  destroy  the  railroad  between  Lynchburg  and 
Charlottesville,  and  also,  by  pushing  cavalry  in  various  directions  to- 
ward it,  to  destroy  the  railroad  from  Lynchburg  to  Eichmond  ; to  move 
down  to  James  Eiver  at  Columbia,  and  to  pursue  the  north  (left)  bank 
of  the  river  toward  Eichmond  at  least  as  far  as  Tuckahoe  Creek ; to 
take  up  a strong  position  behind  that  creek,  and  throw  bridges  over  the 
James  Eiver  or  secure  those  now  existing  within  the  proposed  lines,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  throw  my  whole  force  across  to  the  south  side  whenever  it 
became  necessary.  Having  secured  these  objects,  to  aid  you  in  any 
way  in  the  immediate  operations  against  Eichmond^ 

The  occurrences  of  the  last  few  days  have  deranged  this  plan,  and  I 
am  holding  my  forces  at  the  points  I have  designated,  so  as  to  be  able, 
by  marching  rapidly  on  Gordonsville  and  Charlottesville,  to  cut  off  any 
force  which  may  penetrate  into  the  vallej"  of  the  Shenandoah  from  the 
direction  of  Eichmond,  and  at  the  same  time  be  able  to  concentrate  my 
whole  force  with  little  delay  in  front  of  Washington  in  case  of  necessity. 
These  positions  I shall  hold  until  some  well-defined  plan  of  operations 
and  co-operation  can  be  determined  on. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  not  be  difficult  for  the  enemy  at  Eichmond 
to  detach  50,000  men  to  march  rapidly  on  Washington  if  it  be  uncov- 
ered by  the  movement  of  the  forces  now  under  my  command  in  any 
direction.  Mu,ch  of  my  cavalry  I am  keeping  in  the  valley  of  the  Shen- 
andoah, and  as  soon  as  my  forces  are  established  as  I have  designated, 
they  (the  cavalry)  will  be  pushed  as  far  south  as  Swift  Eun  Gap  ana 
Harrisonburg.  I have  intrenched  a brigade  of  infantry  with  one  bat- 
tery at  Winchester ; a somewhat  smaller  force  will  be  posted  in  a like 
manner  at  Eomney.  The  small  posts  at  Clarksburg,  Beverly,  Buck- 
hannon,  &c.,  are  placed  under  charge  of  General  Kelley,  who  has  some 
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force  also  on  the  railroad.  The  care  and  protection  of  the  road  has 
been  assigned  to  General  Wool,  so  that  I am  foot  loose  in  that  region. 

I have  directed  General  Gox,  who  has  about  12,000  men  in  the  Kana- 
wha Valley,  near  Lewisburg,  to  maneuver  so  as  to  get  Heth  and  Hum- 
phrey Marshall  between  himself  and  Lexington  or  Lynchburg,  and  then 
follow  them  through  to  Lexington  by  the  turnpike,  and  open  communi- 
cation with  Staunton  or  Charlottesville,  abandoning  entirely  his  line  to 
Point  Pleasant,  on  the  Ohio,  and  calling  in  his  small  posts.  Of  course 
this  movement  will  depend  upon  whether  my  operations  toward  Char- 
lottesville and  Eichmond  are  carried  out. 

Your  position  on  James  Eiver  places  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  force 
around  Eichmond  between  yourself  and  Washington.  Were  I to  move 
with  my  command  direct  on  Eichmond  I must  fight  the  whole  force  of  the 
enemy  before  I could  join  you,  and  at  so  great  a distance  from  you  as 
to  be  beyond  any  assistance  from  your  army.  If  my  command  be  em- 
barked and  sent  to  you  by  James  Eiver  the  enemy  would  be  in  Wash- 
ington before  it  had  half  accomplished  the  journey. 

Under  these  circumstances  my  position  here  is  difficult  and  embarrass- 
ing. Whilst  I am  very  anxious  to  render  you  all  the  assistance  in  my 
power,  the  imperative  necessity  of  insuring  the  safety  of  the  capital 
must  control  my  operations. 

You  now  know  my  position  and  resources.  A movable  force  of 
43,000  men  (19,000  in  good  order),  posted  as  I have  detailed  to  you,  are 
all  I have,  and  I am  made  responsible  for  the  security  of  this  city. 

I trust  you  will  communicate  your  wishes  to  me,  and  give  me  the  ben- 
efit of  any  views  and  suggestions  which  will  enable  me  to  aid  you.  1 
need  not  repeat  that  I stand  prepared  to  do  all  in  my  power  for  that 
purpose. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO  POPE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Corps, 

Harrison^ s Ear,  July  4,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

t Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

[ General  : I have  the  honor  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
j commanding  general  this  my  recommendation  that  Brig.  Gen.  P.  St. 
I George  Cooke  be  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  cavalry  now  serv- 
I ing  with  this  army. 

At  the  battle  of  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  I directed,  in 
i person.  General  Cooke  toLeep  the  cavalry  below  tlie  hill  in  the  valley, 
notifying  him  there  was  no  use  of  cavalry  on  the  hill,  and  I desired  him 
to  look  to  my  left  flank  in  the  valley  and  not  to  come  on  the  hill.  Just 
at  dusk,  and  as  all  my  artillery  was  getting  into  action  and  driving  the 
enemy  from  our  front  and  checking  pursuit  of  some  disorganized  forces, 
I was  horrified  to  find  cavalry  charging  through  the  batteries  on  my 
left  and  the  men  fleeing  in  terror.  No  eflbrts  could  stop  them  nor  the 
artillery.  The  cavalrj'  there  caused  the  loss  of  this  action  and  the 
abandonment  of  eight  pieces  of  artillery. 

I have  since  learned  that  General  Cooke,  after  leading  a portion 
(First  and  Fifth  Cavalry  and  Lancers)  of  the  cavalry  under  his  com- 
mand to  attack  immediately  on  the  left  of  the  batteries,  left  them  in 
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charge  of  Captain  Whiting,  with  discretionary  power  to  act  as  he  did 
best  think. 

The  regiments  entered  to  the  left  of  the  batteries  so  close  as  to  frighten 
the  horses  and  make  them  unmanageable.  They  turned,  running 
through  the  batteries,  carrying  men  and  batteries  with  them.  I was 
also  informed  that  as  soon  as  this  disaster  was  created  he  directed  his 
command  at  once  to  return  and  cross  the  river,  which  he  did  without 
an  effort  to  check  the  tide  of  frightened  men,  and  setting  a bad  exam- 
ple to  the  troops. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTEE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Camp  near  Harrison’s  Bar,  July  4, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  S.  Army: 

General  Casey  has  reported  here  to  me  from  the  White  House.  I 
have  no  command  which  can  be  given  him  with  a beneficial  result  to 
the  public  service.  I have  great  respect  for  the  military  information 
and  character  of  General  Casey,  but  his  health  and  years  do  not  fit  him 
for  the  active  command  of  troops  serving  under  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  army  has  now  to  make  its  way.  I have  therefore  been  com- 
pelled, reluctantly,  to  order  him  to  repair  to  Washington. 

S.  WILLIAMS,^ 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  July  5,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

I have  nominated  for  promotion  General  Sumner  as  brevet  major- 
general  of  the  regular  service  and  major-general  of  volunteers ; Gen- 
erals Heintzelman,  Keyes,  and  Porter  as  brevet  brigadiers  in  the  regular 
service  and  major-generals  of  volunteers.  The  gallantry  of  every  officer 
and  man  in  your  noble  army  shall  be  suitably  acknowledged. 

General  Marcy  is  here.  He  will  take  you  cheering  news.  Be  assured 
that  you  shall  have  the  support  of  this  Department  and  the  Govern- 
ment as  cordially  and  faithfully  as  was  ever  rendered  by  man  to  man, 
and  if  we  should  ever  live  to  see  each  other  face  to  face  you  will  be 
satisfied  that  you  have  never  had  from  me  anything  but  the  most  con- 
fiding integrity. 

EDWIK  M.  STAKTOK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley,  July  5,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I now  have  this  army 
placed  in  a satisfactory  position  for  defensive  purposes;  one,  too,  which 
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covers  the  debouches  in  both  directions,  and  enables  me  at  any  time  to 
resume  the  ohensive,  which  I hope  soon  to  be  in  condition  to  under- 
take. My  men  are  in  excellent  spirits.  A short  time  will  fully  rest 
them,  and  the  arrival  of  re-enforcements  enable  me  to  take  care  of  my 
communications.  You  may  rest  assured,  general,  that  Richmond  shall 
yet  be  taken  if  I am  i)roperly  supported. 

If  I am  not  attacked  in -the  morning  I shall  feel  the  enemy  with  some 
strength,  and  at  once  take  steps  to  ascertain  his  position  and  prevent 
him  from  assuming  a new  line  of  operations. 

I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  our  victory  at  Malvern  Hill  was 
a crushing  one — one  from  which  he  will  not  readily  recover. 

It  is  not  my  present  intention  to  fall  back  another  mile.  I will 
run  the  risk  of  the  interruption  of  our  communications  by  the  James 
River. 

I inclose  with  this  copies  of  a proclamation  I have  just  issued  to  the 
troops. 

I am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

^ Camp  near  Harrison^ s Landing^  Fa.,  July  4,  1862. 

Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  achievements  of  the  last  ten  days  have  illustrated  the  valor 
and  endurance  of  the  American  soldier.  Attacked  by  vastly  supe- 
rior forces,  and  without  hope  of  re-enforcements,  you  have  succeeded 
in  changing  your  base  of  operations  by  a flank  movement,  always  re- 
garded as  the  most  hazardous  of  military  expedients.  You  have 
saved  all  your  material,  all  your  trains,  and  all  your  guns,  except 
a few  lost  in  battle,  taking  in  return  guns  and  colors  from  the  enemy. 
Upon  your  march  you  have  been  assailed  day  after  day  with  desper- 
ate fury  by  men  of  the  same  race  and  nation  skillfully  massed  and  led; 
and  under  every  disadvantage  of  numbers,  and  necessarily  of  position 
also,  you  have  in  every  conflict  beaten  back  your  foes  with  enormous 
slaughter. 

Your  conduct  ranks  you  among  the  celebrated  armies  of  history.  No 
oue  will  now  question  that  each  of  you  may  always  say  with  pride,  “I 
belonged  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ! 

You  have  reached  this  new  base  complete  in  organization  and  unim- 
paired in  spirit.  The  enemy  may  at  any  moment  attack  you.  We  are 
prepared  to  receive  them.  I have  personally  established  your  lines. 
Let  them  come,  and  we  will  convert  their  repulse  into  a final  defeat. 
Your  Government  is  strengthening  you  with  the  resources  of  a great 
people. 

On  this  our  nation’s  birthday  we  declare  to  our  foes,  who  are  rebels 
against  the  best  interests  of  mankind,  that  this  army  shall  enter  the 
capital  of  their  so-called  Confederacy ; that  our  National  Constitution 
shall  prevail,  and  that  the  Union,  which  can  alone  insure  internal 
peace  and  external  security  to  each  State,  must  and  shall  be  preserved, 
cost  what  it  may  in  time,  treasure,  and  blood. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 
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Fort  Monroe,  July  5,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

I Rave  just  received  dispatcRes  from  General  McClellan  tRe  same  as 
tRose  to  President.  TRey  are  dated  noon  yesterday.  His  last  words 
are,  ^‘TRe  national  salute  is  firing  j bands  are  playing  j tRe  troops  are 
in  fine  spirits.” 

My  messenger  left  Rour  later.  All  rigRt  tRen. 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


Washington  City,  July  5, 1862. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Via  Fort  Monroe : 

TRe  Department  Ras  no  furtRer  orders  to  give,  but  Ropes  you  will  witR 
all  speed  reacR  General  McClellan  witR  as  large  a force  as  possible. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamjp  near  Rarrisonh  Landing ^ July  1862 — ^2.15  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

Information,  supposed  to  be  reliable,  has  reached  these  Readquarters 
that  the  Confederate  forces  under  Lee,  with  Johnston,  Longstreet,  Jack- 
son,  &c.,  are  very  near  us,  in  front  of  our  whole  line,  and  that  an  attack 
may  be  expected  at  any  moment. 

Immediately  upon  Rearing  any  heavy  firing  the  general  wishes  you 
to  Rave  your  men  under  arms,  with  your  batteries  harnessed.  Do  not, 
however,  disturb  your  troops  until  the  action  has  commenced.  Wherever 
the  heavy  firing  begins  report  by  a staff  officer  at  once  to  the  general 
Readquarters,  which  will  be  at  the  barn  near  Sykes’  Readquarters,  where 
you  met  the  general  day  before  j^esterday.  The  spot  will  be  indicated 
by  a small  national  color.  If  the  Readquarters  are  changed,  aides  will 
be  left  to  designate  their  new  position. 

I am  directed  by  the  general  to  say  that  in  no  event  are  you  to  move 
your  troops  without  the  general’s  orders,  unless  a portion  of  the  line 
should  give  way,  and  as  a matter  of  life  and  death  your  immediate 
movement  is  indispensable  to  retrieve  the  fortunes  of  the  day.  In  that 
event  you  will  report  the  circumstance  to  General  Headquarters,  stating 
the  force  you  have  sent.  The  general  wishes  to  hold  your  corps  in 
hand  to  follow  up  a repulse  of  the  enemy,  which  he  regards  as  certain 
should  he  attack. 

The  general  has  directed  ammunition  to  be  loaded  up.  Send  staff 
officers  to  the  depot  to  see  where  the  ammunition  is  and  to  secure  its 
coming  to  the  front  with  certainty  and  rapidity  at  the  moment  needed. 

The  general  wishes  you  to  detail  plenty  of  staff  assistance  from  your  | 
command,  and  to  be  in  constant  communication  with  him  once  at  least 
every  half  hour  should  an  engagement  take  place. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  near  Harrison’s  Landing^  July  5,  1862 — Midnight. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps : 

General  : The  general  commanding  has  information  from  a prisoner 
that  Lee,  Johnston,  Longstreet,  &c.,  are  within  4 miles  of  us.  If  this 
is  true  we  may  probably  expect  an  attack  to-morrow.  The  prisoner  is 
now  being  re-examined  by  Colonel  Key.  If  Alexander’s  redoubt  is  at 
all  defensible  by  morning  the  general  thinks  it  would  be  well  to  have 
the  guns  in  battery  at  that  time  all  ready  for  action.  Have  your  troops 
under  arms  a little  before  dajdight,  batteries  harnessed,  and  cavalry 
saddled.  If  within  an  hour  after  daylight  your  pickets  report  no  new 
movement  of  the  enemy,  set  your  working  parties  to  work  as  vigorously 
as  possible ; continue  the  work  on  the  redoubt  as  rapidly  as  possible 
until  the  last  moment,  and,  if  possible,  abatis  it. 

The  general  suggests  the  construction  of  rifle  pits  for  your  infantry 
and  epaulements  for  youf  light  batteries.  Look  well  to  your  left,  and 
be  ready  to  support  it  in  the  event  of  an  action.  Headquarters  will 
in  the  first  place  be  near  the  barn  near  Sykes’  headquarters.  Hold 
your  own  as  long  as  possible,  without  calling  your  own  reserves  into 
action  or  sending  for  the  general’s  reserves,  as  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
general  commanding  to  follow  up  with  the  reserves  the  repulse  of  the 
enemy,  which  he  believes  will  be  the  certain  consequence  of  an  attack 
ujfion  us  in  our  present  position. 

Do  you  need  more  light  batteries ; if  so,  how  many,  and  of  what 
caliber  ? 

Your  position  must  be  held  at  any  cost,  and  you  will  be  supported  to 
any  necessary  extent. 

Eeserve  ammunition  will  be  loaded  in  wagons,  ready  to  send  forward 
as  soon  as  your  ordnance  officers  call  for  it  at  the  ammunition  landing. 
You  had  better  push  it  up  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — The  general  commanding  expects  you  to  keep  him  constantly 
advised  of  the  progress  of  aftairs  in  your  front,  and  in  case  of  an  en- 
gagement he  wishes  to  hear  from  you  at  least  once  every  half  hour; 
always  in  writing,  if  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS,  • 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington.,  D.  0.,  July  6,  1862. 

Major-General  H allege, 

Corinth.,  Miss. : 

My  Dear  Sir  : This  introduces  Governor  William  Sprague,  of  Rhode 
Island.  He  is  now  Governor  for  the  third  time  and  Senator  elect  of 
the  United  States.  I know  the  object  of  his  visit  to  you.  He  has  my 
cheerful  consent  to  go,  but  not  my  direction.  He  wishes  to  get  you 
and  part  of  your  force,  one  or  both,  to  come  here.  You  already  know 
I should  be  exceedingly  glad  of  this,  if  in  your  judgment  it  could  be, 
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without  endangering  positions  and  operations  in  the  Southwest;  and 
I now  repeat  what  I have  more  than  once  said  by  telegraph : 


Do  not  come  or  send  a man  if  in  your  judgment  it  'will  endanger  any  point  you 
deem  important  to  hold  or  endanger  or  delay  the  Chattanooga  expedition. 

Still  please  give  my  friend  Governor  Sprague  a full  and  fair  hear- 
ing. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

' A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  , 

July  6,  1862—12.30  a.  m.  | 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  I 

Commanding  Third  Corps  : | 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has 
information,  which  is  supposed  to  be  reliable,  that  the  Confederate  Army 
with  Lee,  Jackson,  Johnston,  Longstreet,  &c.,  are  very  near  us,  and 
that  we  may  look  for  an  attack  at  any  moment.  l 

Please  have  your  troops  ready  for  action  at  daybreak  under  arms 
and  your  batteries  in  jtosition. 

Endeavor  to  hold  your  own  against  the  first  attack  with  the  fewest 
possible  number  of  troops  consistent  with  safety,  so  as  to  bring  fresh 
troops  repeatedly  into  action  as  the  attack  of  the  enemy  continues. 
General  Sumner’s  corps  is  in  reserve  behind  you.  Slocum’s  division 
can  support  Kearny,  provided  there  is  no  attack  within  an  hour  after  I 
daybreak. 

Prosecute  as  speedily  as  possible  with  your  working  parties  the  j 
work  which  "has  been  assigned  you. 

The  general  commanding  expects  you  to  keep  him  constantly  ad-  ! 
vised  of  the  progress  of  aflairs  in  your  front,  and  in  case  of  an  engage-  i 
ment  he  wishes  to  hear  from  you  at  least  once  every  half  hour,  if  pos-  i 
sible. 

Reserve  ammunition  will  be  loaded  in  wagons,  ready  to  send  forward 
as  soon  as  your  ordnance  officers  call  for  it,  at  the  ammunition  landing.  ] 
You  had  better  push  it  up  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  6,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  Eitz  John  Porter, 

Commanding  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps  : 

General  : The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has 
information  from  a prisoner,  which  is  supposed  to  be  reliable,  that  the  I 
Confederate  forces  under  Generals  Jackson,  Longstreet,  Johnston,  &c.,  ■ 
are  near  us,  and  that  an  attack  may  be  expected  at  any  moment. 

Hunt  should  have  his  batteries  liarnessed  at  daybreak.  In  case  of  an  i 
attack,  your  troops  should  be  under  arms  at  once.  It  will  not  be  nec*  ; 
essary  for  you  to  get  your  infantry  under  arms  unless  you  hear  heavy  ' 
firing. 

In  the  event  of  an  attack,  the  General  Headquarters  wdl  be  near 
the  barn  near  your  headquarters,  where  you  will  report  for  orders. 
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Don^t  advance  your  troops  unless  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  gen- 
eral commanding  desires  to  keep  your  command  fresh  to  follow  up  a 
repulse,  which  he  thinks  will  be  a necessary  result  if  the  enemy  attacks. 

If  there  is  any  unfinished  work  on  your  bridges,  please  push  them 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 

A.  V.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Eeserve  ammunition  will  be  loaded  in  wagons,  ready  to  send  forward 
as  soon  as  your  ordn  ance  officers  call  for  it,  at  the  ammunition  land- 
ing. You  had  better  push  it  up  as  rapidly  as  possible. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gam]}  near  Rarrisonh  Landing^  July  6,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Keyes, 

Commanding  Fourth  Corps  : 

General  : Information,  supposed  to  be  reliable,  has  reached  these 
headquarters  that  the  Confederate  forces  under  Lee,  with  Longstreet, 
Jackson,  Johnston,  &c.,  are  very  near  us  in  front  of  our  whole  line, 
and  that  an  attack  may  be  expected  at  any  moment. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  your  command  under 
arms  a little  before  daybreak,  your  batteries  in  position,  your  men  on 
the  alert,  and  your  pickets  as  well  thrown  out  as  possible. 

Endeavor  to  get  Couch’s  division  in  position  as  soon  as  possible  after 
daylight,  concerting  the  movement  with  Generals  Heintzelman  and 
Hooker. 

Use  the  fewest  possible  number  of  troops  consistent  with  security 
to  repel  the  first  attacks  of  the  enemy  in  order  to  bring  up  fresh  troops 
to  oppose  his  renewed  attacks. 

The  corps  of  General  Sumner  is  in  reserve  to  support  your  corps  and 
that  of  Heintzelman.  The  entire  corps  of  Porter  is  also  in  reserve  on 
the  right,  ready  to  be  thrown  to  any  point  it  may  be  needed. 

Inform  the  general  at  once  what  ammnnition  you  need  and  what  cali- 
ber you  require. 

The  gunboats  will  cover  your  flank  eflectually  and  fully,  and  if  the 
trees  have  not  been  cut  down  which  intercept  the  view  of  the  gunboats, 
put  a heavy  additional  force  at  once  to  accomplish  that  important 
object. 

If  within  an  hour  after  daylight  you  are  not  attacked,  you  are  to 
put  your  working  parties  to  work  in  completing  your  defenses. 

Be  sure  to  establish  by  means  of  flags  the  range  for  the  gunboats 
and  to  have  a signal  officer  on  duty  with  you. 

The  reserve  ammunition  loaded  up.  Send  your  ordnance  officers  to 
the  depot  to  see  to  the  matter,  that  ammunition  may  be  brought  uj) 
with  certainty  and  celerity  as  it  may  be  required. 

The  General  Headquarters  will  be  established,  in  case  of  an  engage- 
ment, at  the  barn  near  Sykes’  headquarters.  The  spot  will  be  indicated 
by  a small  national  color.  In  the  event  of  the  headquarters  leaving 
the  place,  aides  will  remain  to  designate  the  place  they  have  gone  to. 

Communicate  frequently  to  headquarters  as  to  the  progress  of  affairs, 
at  least  once  every  half  hour  in  case  of  an  engagement,  and  always  in 
writing,  if  possible. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBUEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Fort  Monroe,  July  6, 18G2 — 9 a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Generals  Porter  and  Naglee  arrived  here  at  6 this  morning  from 
General  McClellan  on  the  way  to  Washington.  The  army  occupies  a 
strong  position,  and  I think  you  may  dismiss  all  apprehension  in  regard 
to  its  safety.  The  forbedrance  of  the  enemy  for  live  days  is  the  best 
evidence  that  they  have  suffered  severely  and  are  in  no  condition  to 
attack. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General, 


Fort  Monroe,  July  6,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  enemy  have  retired  from  Xew  Kent  Court-House  to  White  House. 
Our  scouts  approached  within  IJ  miles  of  the  latter  point,  captured  one 
of  StuarPs  cavalry,  and  were  fired  on.  StuarPs  cavalry  is  there  in  con- 
siderable force. 

JOHX  A.  DIX, 
Major- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fifth  Proy.  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  4.  j James  River.,  Fu.,  July  6,  1862.  ^ 

The  commanding  general  congratulates  the  officers  and  men  of  the  ^ 
Fifth  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  perils  through  which  i 
they  have  so  honorably  passed,  and  the  success  they  have  added  by  i 
their  valor  to  the  glory  of  our  arms  in  the  following  actions,  namely : 

Battle  of  Yorktown,  April  5. 

Siege  of  Yorktown,  April  5 to  May  4. 

Battle  of  Xew  Bridge,  May  24. 

Battle  of  Hanover  Court-House,  May  27. 

Battle  of  Mechanicsville,  June  26  and  27. 

Battle  of  Chickahominy,  June  27. 

Battle  of  Xew  Market,  June  30. 

Battle  of  Turkey  Bridge,  June  30. 

Battle  of  Malvern,  July  1. 

The  regiments  and  batteries  engaged  are  entitled  to  inscribe  on  their 
banners  these  battles. 

The  commanding  general  has  to  inform  the  corps,  and  to  offer  his  i 
congratulations  with  the  information,  that  he  has  received  assurances  ! 
from  the  Government  at  Washington  that  the  efforts  and  successes  ( 
above  mentioned  have  received  its  attention  and  earned  both  approval  i 
and  reward  5 and,  further,  that  this  reward  will  be  duly  apportioned  \ 
and  bestowed  as  soon  as  time  will  allow  the  detailed  reports  of  the  i 
operations  to  be  completed,  specifying  tlie  individuals  of  all  ranks  par-  i 
ticularly  worthy  of  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

In  making  this  acknowledgment  to  his  own  corps,  the  commanding  I 
general  cannot  omit  to  include  in  all  his  congratulations  those  brave  .1 
lellow- soldiers  whose  assistance  has  arrived  so  timely  in  each  of  our  i 
hours  of  need.  The  brigades  of  Newton,  Taylor,  and  Bartlett,  in  Frank-  ' 
lin^s  corps,  at  the  battle  of  Chickahominy,  those  of  Meagher  and  Sickles,  ' 
from  Sumner  and  Heintzelman,  as  well  as  the  division  of  General  Couch,  - 
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which  fought  by  our  side  in  the  glorious  fight  of  Malvern,  form  part  of 
all  our  memories  of  those  days. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.^s  Oefice, 

Washington^  July  6,  1862. 

* # # # 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  Prince,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty  with 
fche  Army  of  Virginia,  and  will  report  to  Major-General  McClellan,  com- 
manding Army  of  the  Potomac. 

3.  The  artillery  officers  of  the  graduating  class  from  West  Point,  ex- 
sept those  retained  for  the  summer  on  duty  at  the  Military  Academy, 
will  repair  without  delay  to  the  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  report  to  Major-General  McClellan. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders, 
Ko.  154. 

* # 


War  Department, 

^ Washington  City,  D.  G.,  July  7,  1862. 

Major-General  Dix: 

Ko  cavalry  or  other  force  should  move  from  Fort  Monroe  until  the 
President  arrives. 


EDWIK  M.  STANTOK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


^ Fort  Monroe,  July  7,  1862—4.40  p.  m. 

Ion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Arrived  here  safely  with  the  advance  of  my  command.  I bring  near 
>,000  good  men.  Please  give  me  any  instructions  you  may  have.  I 
ihall  leave  as  soon  as  the  bulk  of  the  command  arrives.  It  takes  some 
ime  for  all  the  vessels  to  pass  the  swash.  If  necessary,  I will  go  right  up 
! A.  E.  BUEKSIDE, 

! Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

. . Gam'p  near  Harrison>s  Landing,  July  7,  1 862. 

•resident  Lincoln:  ? 

inclose  a copy  of  a letter  of  this  date  from  me  to  Major- 
teiieral  Pope,  which  shows  the  existing  condition  of  matters  in  respect 
0 my  position  and  prospects  and  the  morale  of  the  troops  as  well  as  a 
Bore  formal  statement  could  do. 

The  enemy  are  disturbing  my  communications  by  firing  with  field 
►atteries  upon  transports,  creating  some  annoyance.* 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Gamp  near  Harrison^ s Landing^  July  7,  1862. 


Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Army  of  Virginia : 


General  : I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  and  to  thank  you  for  your  offers  of  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I cordially  approve  your  project  of  concentrating  your  troops.  The 
departure  from  this  wise  principle  has  been  the  cause  of  all  our  trouble 
in  front  of  Washington.  I cannot  too  strongly  represent  to  you  the 
pressing  necessity  there  is  for  the  rapid  concentration  of  your  forces, 
for  it  is  not  yet  determined  which  policy  the  enemy  intends  to  pursue, 
whether  to  attack  Washington  or  to  bestow  his  entire  attention  upon 
the  army. 

I am  in  a very  strong  natural  position,  rendered  stronger  every  day 
by  the  labor  of  the  troops,  and  which  in  a few  days  will  be  impregnable. 

I hope  in  the  course  of  to-morrow  to  seize  a position  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  James,  which  will  enable  me  to  use  either  bank  of  that  river  at 
will.  I am  pushing  up  supplies  as  rapidly  as  possible,  in  order  to  be 
perfectly  independent  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  until  strong  re-en- 
forcements  can  reach  me.  The  army  is  in  admirable  spirits  and  dis- 
cipline. It  would  fight  better  to-morrow  than  it  ever  did  before.  I 
shall  carefully  watch  for  any  fault  committed  by  the  enemy  and  take 
advantage  of  it.  As  soon  as  Burnside  arrives  I will  feel  the  force  of 
the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  exact  position.  If  I learn  that  he  has 
moved  upon  you  I will  move  upon  Richmond,  do  my  best  to  take  it, 
and  endeavor  to  cut  off  his  retreat.  • 

If  you  are  not  molested,  I would  urge  that  you  lose  not  a day  in  the  | 
concentration  of  your  troops,  aud  at  least  push  your  cavalry  so  far  for-  j 
ward  as  to  partiahy  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  this  army. ; 

The  Army  of  the  Potomac  has  lost  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded  \ 
during  the  series  of  desperate  battles  which  it  has  given  during  the  I 
past  two  weeks,  but  I repeat  it  is  in  no  way  disheartened.  Its  morale^  \ 
discipline,  and  desire  to  fight  are  not  only  unimpaired  but  increased.  < 
Although  to  insure  success  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  promptly  : 
receive  heavy  re-enforcements,  the  spirit  of  this  army  is  such  that  I feel  < 
unable  to  restrain  it  from  speedily  resuming  the  offensive,  unless  re- : 
connaissances  should  develop  so  overwhelming  a force  of  the  enemy  in 
front  as  to  render  it  out  of  the  question.  Even  in  that  event  we  will 
endeavor  to  find  some  weak  point  in  the  enemy’s  lines  which  we  will 
attack  in  order  to  break  it. 

I would  be  glad  to  be  in  daily  communication  with  you,  both  by  tele- 
graph and  by  letter. 

I may  say  in  conclusion  that  so  far  as  my  position  is  concerned  I feel  i 
abundantly  able  to  repulse  any  attack.  I fear  only  for  the  other  side 
of  the  river  and  for  my  communications. 

To  preserve  the  morale  of  my  men  I must  maintain  my  present  posi-  - 
tion  as  long  as  it  is  possible.  Therefore  I shall  not  fall  back  unless 
absolutely  forced  to  do  so. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  cordial  offer  of  support,  I am,  very  sin- 


cerely, yours. 


GEO.  B.  McClellan, 


Major- General^  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  137.  i Camp  near  Harrisonh  Landing,  Va.,  July  7,  ’62. 

The  following  regulations  are  published  for  the  information  and  goT- 
emment  of  all  concerned : 

All  regimental  surgeons  will  report  at  once  to  their  regiments,  to 
take  care  of  the  regimental  sick  and  wounded,  sending  no  one  to  the 
transports  who  can  be  treated  in  regimental  hospitals.  Eegimental 
surgeons  will  make  all  their  reports,  requisitions,  &c.,  direct  to  the 
medical  directors  of  army  co^s.  The  latter  will  examine  and  counter- 
sign all  requisitions  for  medical  supplies  and  hospital  stores  in  their 
corps,  except  special  requisitions,  upon  which  the  medical  purveyor 
will  issue ; an  abundance  of  supplies  are  on  hand,  and  no  excuse  will 
be  taken  for  deficiencies  in  these  materials. 

The  grade  of  brigade  surgeons  having  been  abolished,  all  brigade 
surgeons  are  relieved  from  duty  with  their  brigades  5 those  surgeons 
who  have  heretofore  acted  in  this  capacity  will  report  immediately  to 
the  medical  directors  of  their  respective  corps,  who  will  organize  them 
into  a reserve  corps.  They  will  be  under  the  orders  of  the  medical 
directors  of  the  corps,  and  will,  under  their  directions,  be  assigned  to 
the  duty  of  establishing  field  hospitals  in  time  of  action,  taking  care  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  who  shall  be  sent  to  the  rear  from  the  field ; for 
this  purpose  selecting  such  buildings  as  may  be  most  convenient  and 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  the  senior  surgeon  being  in  charge,  and  held 
to  a strict  accountability  that  supplies  of  medical  instruments,  food,  &c., 
details  for  nurses  (the  latter  taken  as  far  as  possible  from  the  bands), 
be  at  all  times  on  hand ; the  field  hospitals  will  be  formed  on  the  basis 
of  one  for  each  division.  The  Eesorve  Corps  will  also  be  liable  to  detail 
by  the  medical  directors  of  corps  for  such  duties  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  may  require.  The  necessary  transportation  for  this  corps  will 
be  furnished  by  the  division  quartermasters. 

Eegimental  surgeons  will  on  no  pretext  whatever  be  allowed  to  leave 
their  regiments  on  the  field  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the 
wounded  and  sick  sent  to  the  rear,  but  will  remain  with  their  com- 
mands, giving  such  aid  and  succor  to  the  wounded  as  they  may  require 
on  the  spot. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing,  Va.,  July  8,  1862. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  will  visit  the 
troops  of  this  army  this  afternoon,  beginning  at  5 o’clock  with  Sum- 
aer’s  corps,  followed  by  Keyes’,  Heintzelman’s,  Franklin’s,  and  Por- 
ter’s corps,  in  the  order  named.  He  will  be  received  with  appropriate 
lionors. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Seneral  Orders,  > Hdqrs.  Cav.  Div.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

/ July  8,  1862. 

1.  The  following  organization  of  the  cavalry  forces  in  this  army  is 
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published  for  the  information  and  immediate  action  of  the  commanding 
ofhcers  of  the  various  regiments  and  detachments : 

The  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Averell;  First  Kew  Yoik 
Cavalry,  Colonel  McEeynolds;  Fourth  Pennsylyama  Caval^,  Colonel 
(>hilds,  are  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  William  W.  Avere 

^^T^^E^ghth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gamble;  the  Eighth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Gregg,  and  the  S^th  New  York  (two 
squadrons),  Lieutenant-Colonel  McVicar,  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Col. 
D.  McM.  Gregg  commanding. 

Barker’s  squadron  is  assigned  to  the  First  [Second]  Corps  d Armee, 

General  Sumner.  . 

De  Laney’s  [i]  squadron.  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  to  the  Second 

[Third]  Corps,  General  Heintzelman. 

^ One  squadron  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  to  the  Third  [Fourth]  Corps, 
G^eral^Ke^s^n  York  to  the  Fourth  [Fifth]  Corps, 

^Onrs^^^ron  of  the  First  New  York  to  the  Fifth  [Sixth]  Corps, 

General  Franklin.  , . , 

2.  The  brigade  commanders  will  make  the  details  specified  in  the 

foregoing  paragraphs  at  once.  . . + 

3.  Colonel  Averell,  commanding  First  Brigade,  will  keep  the  country 
in  front  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  and  on  its  right  thoroughly 
scouted  over  and  patrolled  by  strong  parties,  and  will  make  a daily 
report  to  these  headquarters  of  the  results  of  the  operations  of  his  bri- 
gade for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  the  Army  of  the 

Potomac.  ^ -n  T XT. 

4.  Colonel  Gregg,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  do  the  same  in 

regard  to  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  making  the  same  reports  daily  as 

called  for  from  Colonel  Averell.  , , ^ ^ 

5 Colonel  Bush  will  see  that  his  regiment  both  officers  and  men, 
become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  country  in  the  vicinity  ot 
this  army,  and  detail  an  officer  and  20  men  to  report  daily  at  the  head- 
quarters of  each  army  corps,  to  act  as  guides  in  that  corps. 

6 Each  company  will  be  allowed  but  one  wagon,  and  in  addition 

one  wagon  will  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  a squadron  and  one  tor 
the  field  and  staff.  All  transportation  over  this  in  the  regiment  will 
be  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster-in-chief  of  this  army.  . 

7.  Brigade  commanders  will  see  that  the  regiments  in  this  brigade 
are  so  located  that  they  can  have  open  country  to  form  in,  and,  it  pos- 
sible, on  main  avenues  of  communication. 

8.  The  whole  regular  cavalry  will  be  consolidated  into  as  manycom- 
plete  squadrons  as  the  numbers  present  will  allow,  and  the  officers 
will  be  assigned  to  each  as  the  interests  of  the  service  may  demand. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Stoneman,  commanding  division : 

• A.  J.  ALEX  AN  BE  Iv, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifth  Cavalry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  9,  1862—3  p.  m.  (Eeceived  10.45  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

General  Davidson  found  enemy’s  rear  guard  4 miles  off  on  Long 
Bridge  road  this  morning.  Several  prisoners  confirm  previous  state- 
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ment,  and  I am  now  confident  that  enemy  is  in  full  retreat,  probably 
destined  for  immediate  vicinity  of  Eichmond.  Our  cavalry  has  not 
yet  returned  nor  sent  in  news.  Eo  reasons  as  yet  to  believe  that  any 
portion  of  enemy  have  moved  on  Washington.  Jackson  was  in  front 
of  us  yesterday.  Shall  watch  closely  and  keep  you  constantly  informed 
of  what  transpires. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

■ Major-General^  Commanding. 


Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Fort  Monroe : 


War  Department, 
Washington  City.,  July  9,  1862. 


In  reply  to  my  inquiry  you  stated  some  time  ago  the  number  of  regi- 
ments you  had  sent  from  Baltimore  and  Fort  Monroe  to  General  Mc- 
Clellan, but  in  some  instances  the  strength  of  the  regiments  was  not 
stated.  Will  you  please  to  furnish  me  as  quickly  as  possible  with  a 
statement  showing  the  date  and  place  from  which  each  regiment  was 
sent  and  the  exact  number  of  men  in  each,  or  as  near  an  estimate  as 
you  can  make.  Specify  the  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  and  the  num- 
ber of  rank  and  file. 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hon.  E. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  9,  1862—5.45  p.  m. 

^ (Deceived  6.20  p.  m.) 

M.  Stanton,  ^ 

Secretary  of  War: 


In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  to-day  I have  the  honor  to  state  that 
the  Filth  New  York  had  about  943  men,  and  the  Second  Delaware  about 
7p.  These  regiments  were  sent  from  Baltimore,  the  former  on  the  31st 
March  and  the  lattef  on  the  31st  May.  Not  having  the  records  of  the 
Middle  Department,  I may  not  give  their  strength  to  a mau,  but  the 
returns  in  the  Adjutant- General’s  Office  of  those  dates  will  show  Of 
the  regiments  furnished  from  here  early  in  June,  the  First  New  York 
had  954  men,  the  Second  New  York  895,  the  Seventh  New  York  891, 
the  Tenth  New  York  953,  the  Twentieth  New  York  1,024,  the  Sixteenth 
Massachusetts  1,009,  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  842,  the  First 
Michipn  875,  and  the  Twentieth  Indiana  999.  The  One  hundred  and 
hrst  New  York  arrived  here  and  was  sent  directly  to  General  McClellan 
trom  the  transports,  so  that  I cannot  give  the  strength  of  the  regiment 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


rhe  President: 


McClellan’s  Headquarters, 

July  10,  1862 — 8 a.  m. 


^All  qniet.  Enemy  certainly  beyond  Malvern  Hill.  Hourly  expect 
more  definite  news.  Hope  to  have  men  refitted  in  all  except  artillery 
in  two  days.  ^ ^ 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berlceley  Landing^  July  10,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  8.  Army^  Washington^  JD.  0.: 

General  : I would  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  most  urgently  to 
the  necessity  of  taking  immediate  measures  for  filling  up  to  the  regu- 
lation standard  all  the  regiments  and  batteries  of  the  regulars  and  vol- 
unteers composing  this  army.  This  system  is  by  far  preferable  in  every 
respect  to  that  of  raising  new  regiments  and  batteries. 

If  it  can  be  done  in  no  other  way,  I would  suggest  consolidating  the 
old  regiments  into  a small  number  of  companies  for  each,  and  receiving 
the  number  of  entire  companies  necessary  to  raise  the  regiments  to  the 
maximum  standard. 

If  it  be  possible  to  fill  up  the  existing  skeleton  companies  it  would  be 
preferable,  but  it  is  probable  that  much  valuable  time  would  be  gained 
by  following  the  course  first  suggested. 

I do  not  believe  that  any  general  system  of  recruiting  for  volunteers 
will  succeed.  It  must  be  attempted  for  particular  regiments  and  com- 
panies in  the  localities  where  they  originated. 

Recruits  scattered  among  the  veteran  regiments  would  soon  become 
efficient,  while  a long  time  would  be  required  to  render  raw  recruits 
reliable. 

The  regular  batteries  (I  may  say  the  same  of  the  volunteers)  are  very 
deficient  in  men. 

Commending  this  subject  to  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment, I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  July  10,  1862. 
General  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Arrived  here  last  night.  Saw  the  Secretary  this  morning.  He  is 
disposed  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  assist  you. 

The  proposed  changes  will  be  attended  to  at  once,  commencing  with 
those  most  desired,  and  will  be  continued  gradually  till  all  are  made. 

The  pontoons  are  at  New  York,  but  will  be  ordered  to  Fort  Monroe. 
The  ferry-boats  will  be  attended  to.*^ 

R.  B.  MARCY. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C.,  July  10,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster -General : 


General  : I am  informed  this  morning  that  Maj.  Gen.  George  B. 
McClellan  desires  as  many  large  ferry-boats  as  possible  to  be  sent  to 
him  at  once. 

You  will  please  take  immediate  measures  to  have  them  sent  to  him. 
Yours,  truly, 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Some  personal  matter  omitted. 
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Headquarters  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe^  Fa.,  July  10,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  : 

General  : I have  sent  a flag  of  truce  to  City  Point  with  Lieutenant 
Thorbora,  with  two  of  our  own  paroled  officers  whose  time  expires  to- 
night,  and  who  reported  to  me  at  the  last  moment,  and  some  political 
prisoners  whom  I have  discharged  under  a stringent  parole,  as  author- 
ized by  you. 

I would  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Darling,  of  the  Second  Artillery, 
who  goes  with  them,  to  report  to  you,  but  I supposed  he  could  not 
avail  himself  of  the  protection  of  the  flag  up  and  down  the  river  if  he 
did  not  confine  himself  strictly  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  sent. 

The  13-inch  mortars  have  all  been  brought  here  from  Yorktown ; the 
100  and  200  pound  Parrott  guns  left  there  yesterday  for  this  post.  All 
the  guns  ordered  removed  by  you  have  been  sent  here.  The  guns  at 
Gloucester  have  been  destroyed,  as  it  was  found  exceedingly  difficult 
to  remove  them.  The  guns  remaining  at  Yorktown  are  fifty-four  in 
number,  chiefly  of  Eichmond  manufacture.  Captain  Gibson,  of  the 
Third  Artillery,  has  been  engaged  very  efficiently  in  aiding  General 
Van  Alen  to  make  arrangements  for  the  defense  or  evacuation  of  the 
place,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  require. 

I am  sorrj?  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Bayley  and  nine  men  of  the  Fifth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  imprudently  sent  off  in  the  direction  of  Eich- 
nond  from  Matthews  County,  were  captured  and  the  former  wounded. 

[ shall  ascertain  who  is  responsible  for  this  imprudence. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOW  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe^  Fa.,  July  10,  1862. 
General  S.  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

General  : I have  just  received  your  letter  of  this  morning  in  regard 
0 a portion  of  General  Stoneraan’s  cavalry  still  here. 

When  the  President  left  Washington  I received  a dispatch  by  tele- 
graph from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  send  no  more  troops  to  the  Army 
)f  the  Potomac  until  the  President’s  arrival. 

After  his  return  last  evening  I ordered  transportation  for  the  troops 
lamed  in  your  note.  They  were  embarking  when  the  Secretary’s  dis- 
>atch  was  received  to  follow  General  Emory.  The  transportation  for 
hem  will  be  ready  to-morrow  morning,  and  they  ought  to  reach  Har- 
ison’s  Landing  to-morrow  evening.  1 ought  to  have  reported  the  re- 
eipt  of  the  Secretary’s  dispatch,  but  in  the  multiplicity  of  my  enffaee- 
aents  it  was  forgotten. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


C-ORINTH,  Miss.,  July  10,  1862. 
(Eeceived  Washington,  D.  C.,  July  10,  1862,  5 p.  m.) 
*he  President: 

Governor  Sprague  is  here.  If  I were  to  go  to  Washington  I could 
dvise  but  one  thing — to  place  all  the  forces  in  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
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and  Washington  under  one  head,  and  hold  that  head  responsible  for  j 
the  result. 


H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Major- General. 


Abstract  from  Tri-monthly  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Gen.  George  B. 
McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  July  10,  1862. 


Command. 


Present  for  duty. 

Present  for  duty, 

equipped. 

Aggregate  pres- 

ent. 

Aggregate  pres- 

ent and  absent. 

Field  pieces  of 

artillery.  j 

j OflBcers. 

Men- 

46 

46 

57 

4 

169 

173 

240 

288 

52 

1, 180 

1,230 

1, 457 

1,  635 

4 

99 

100 

10.4 

143 

48 

841 

884 

1,  035 

1,244 

154 

2,  289 

2,  387 

2,  887 

3,  367 

6 

6 

9 

328 

7,  777 

7,  804 

9, 167 

11,  535 

12 

283 

5,  768 

6,  052 

7,  383 

10,  069 

14 

13 

275 

288 

390 

427 

18 

630 

13,  820 

14, 144 

16,  946 

22,  040 

44 

11 

11 

13 

11 

347 

358 

408 

441 

18 

304 

7,  621 

7,  372 

10,  096 

12,  796 

14 

303 

6,  731 

7,  034 

9,  208 

1^  063 

10 

629 

14,  699 

14,  764 

19,  723 

26,  313 

42 

8 

8 

8 

10 

29 

654 

683 

763 

961 

36 

275 

6,  398 

6,  673 

7,  871 

11,  423 

324 

6, 178 

6,  502 

7,  967 

13,  584 

636 

13,  230 

13,  866 

16,  609 

25,  978 

36 

4 

4 

4 

61 

1,  703 

1,764 

2,  077 

2,  909 

'*104 

322 

7,  979 

8,  297 

9,  756 

13,  901 

193 

4,  517 

4,  706 

5,  605 

7,  146 

237 

6,  004 

6,  078 

7,  467 

9,  972 

7 

817 

20.  203 

20,  845 

24,  909 

33,  932 

111 

9 

9 

9 

9 

6 

98 

104 

154 

171 

286 

6,  652 

6,  939 

7,  548 

9,  872 

17 

454 

9,  933 

10,  387 

11,986 

15,  747 

21 

755 

16,  683 

17,  439 

19,  697 

25,  799 

38 

194 

4,  526 

4,716 

^38^ 

6,  978 

493 

9,734 

10, 186 

11,  248 

12, 154 

26 

19 

265 

284 

309 

477 

706 

14,  525 

15, 186 

16,  943 

19,  609 

26 

4,  327 

95,  449 

98,631  1 117,714 

157,  038 

3« 

General  staff 
IT.  S.  Engineers  (Duane) 


Engineer  Brigade  (Woodbury) 

headquarters  (McIntyre). 


Escort  to 
Provost  guard  (A.  Porter) 


Total. 


Second  Army  Corps  (Sumner’s) : 

Staff 

Sedgwick’s  division  

Bichardson’s  division 

Artillery  Beserve  (Bartlett)  . 


Total. 


Third  Army  Corps  (Heintzelman’s) : 

Staff 

Artillery  Beserve  (De  Bussy)  . . . 

Hooker’s  division 

Kearny’s  division 


Total. 


Fourth  Army  Corps  (Keyes’) : 

Staff 

Artillery  (West’s) 

First  Division  (Couch’s). . 
Second  Division  (Peck’s) . . 


Total . 


Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps  (Fitz  John  Por- 
ter’s) : 

Staff 

Artillery  Beserve  (Hunt’s) 

Morell’s  division 

Sykes’  division 

Seymour’s  division  


Total. 


Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps  (Franklin’s) 

Staff  

Ist  New  York  Cavalry 

Slocum’s  division 

W.  F.  Smith’s  division 


Total. 


Stoneman’s  cavalry  division 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  and  vicinity  (Dix). 
Quartermaster’s  guard  (Ingalls) 


Total 

Grand  total 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  138.  ( Gamp  near  Harrison’’ s Landing^  Fa.,  10,  ^62. 

I.  At  his  own  request.  Brig.  Gen.  Stewart  Yaii  Vliet  is  relieved  from 
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duty  as  chief  quartermaster  of  this  army,  and  will  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton, and  report  for  duty  to  the  Quartermaster-General.  In  issuing  this 
order,  the  general  commanding  cheerfully  acknowledges  the  valuable 
services  rendered  by  General  Van  Vliet  in  the  organization  and  admin- 
istration of  his  department  in  connection  with  this  army. 

II.  Lieut.  Col.  Eufus  Ingalls,  aide-de-camp,  is  announced  as  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  re- 
spected accordingly. 

III.  Surg.  Jonathan  Letterman  is  announced  as  medical  director  of 
this  army,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Harrison’s  Bar,  July  10,  1862. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  : After  some  inquiry,  I find  that  my  opinions  agree  essentially  with 
bhe  opinions  of  several  officers  whom  I regard  as  the  most  able  in  this 
irmy,  at  the  head  of  which  is  General  Barnard,  of  the  Engineers.  I 
therefore  venture  to  address  a letter  to  Your  Excellency. 

The  simple  failure  of  this  army  to  reach  Eichmond  has  given  a se- 
rious aspect  to  our  affairs,  and  after  much  reflection  I have  considered 
ibhe  subject  of  first  importance  to  be  the  position  which  this  army  ought 
CO  occupy  during  the  next  two  months. 

' Can  this  army  remain  here  encamped  at  Harrison’s  Bar  ? 

Clearly  not,  since  the  confinement  to  a small  space,  the  heat,  and 
fickliness  of  this  camp  would  nearly  destroy  the  army  in  two  months, 
Jiough  no  armed  force  should  assail  it.  Moreover,  the  enemy  being  in 
possession  of  both  banks  of  the  James  Eiver  above  and  beiow  us,  he 
,vill  shortly  find  the  means  to  cut  us  off’  from  our  supplies,  or  shut  us 
ip  by  means  of  fortifications  and  his  abundant  artillery,  in  such  a man- 
ler  as  will  give  him  time,  ample  time,  to  capture  Washington  before 
ve  could  possibly  go  to  its  rescue. 

Can  this  army  leave  its  present  camp  to  go  and  attack  Eichmond  1 

Eo ; it  cannot.  To  make  this  army  to  march  on  Eichmond  with  any 
lope  of  success  it  must  be  re-enforced  by  at  least  100,000  good  troops. 
So  officer  here,  whose  opinion  is  worth  one  penny,  will  recommend  a 
ess  number.  To  bring  troops  freshly  raised  at  the  North  to  this  coun- 
ry  in  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September  would  be  to  cast  our 
esources  into  the  sea.  The  raw  troops  would  melt  away  and  be  ruined 
ibrever. 

I Some  of  our  officers  think  that  to  remove  this  army  to  the  neighbor- 
jiood  of  Washington  would  be  a virtual  abandonment  of  our  cause.  I 
pannot  regard  the  matter  in  that  light  at  all.  This  army  has  not  been 
jlefeated  in  battle,  nor  has  it  been  repulsed  in  this  campaign  as  often  as 
t has  repulsed  the  enemy.  It  is  now  in  a strong  position,  with  all  its 
pagga  ge.  Sickness,  and  the  approach  of  a more  sickly  season,  together 
Filh  the  superiority  in  numbers  and  sanitary  advantages  on  the  part 
>f  the  enemy,  render  it  proper  and  advisable  that  we  should  return  to 
»ur  capital  and  a healthy  country.  Did  not  the  Confederates  return  to 
heir  capital  from  Manassas,  and  afterward  from  Williamsburg  did 
hey  not  retreat  in  confusion*?  In  the  West  the  two  armies  have  often 
>een  successful  and  unsuccessful,  and  ha\  c each  frequently  retreated  in 
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Missouri  and  elsewhere.  Those  fluctuations^  have  in  the  end  inured  to 
our  advantage. 

To  shut  up  this  army  on  the  James  River  is  to  make  certain  its  de- 
struction or  its  neutralization  within  the  next  two  months,  and  then 
the  North  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  South  and  the  sport  of  the  caprice 
of  Europe. 

Bring  this  army  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  Washington,  to  spa- 
cious, healthy  camps,  pass  some  laws  which  I could  suggest,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  months  it  will  be  worth  much  more  against  an  enemy 
than  it  was  last  March.  The  laws  I refer  to  would  force  our  able- 
bodied  men  to  join  the  army  and  to  remain  with  it;  would  estop  rogues 
and  pettifoggers  from  using  the  courts  of  law  to  rob  such  as  are  absent 
fighting,  and  would  constrain  to  the  public  service  all  supplies  and 
means  of  transportation  at  a reasonable  price. 

When  a large  army  reaches,  or  is  placed  in,  a position  where  it  can- 
not hold  the  enemy  in  check  nor  operate  effectively  against  him,  it  is 
a military  axiom  to  move  that  army  without  delay.  With  a large, 
well-appointed  army  in  any  camp  from  which  it  can  be  employed  we 
may  bid  defiance  to  our  enemies.  This  army  cannot  be  employed  here, 
and  the  enemy  may  close  its  egress,  for  which  reasons  and  many  others 
I respectfully  recommend  that  immediate  instructions  may  be  issued 
for  its  withdrawal. 

All  the  available  gunboats  and  men -of- war  ought  to  assist  in  the 
movement,  which  ought  to  be  made  within  the  next  forty-eight  hours. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient 
servant. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Brigadier- General j Fourth  Army  Corps, 


War  Department, 

July  11,  1862.  I 

Major-General  Halleok,  Corinth  : I 

The  President  has  this  day  made  the  following  order,  which  I hasten  I 
to  communicate  to  you : j 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  July  11,  1862. 

Ordered,  That  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck  he  assigned  to  command  the  whole  i 
land  forces  of  the  United  States  as  General-in-Chief,  and  that  he  repair  to  this  capi-  1 
tal  so  soon  as  he  can  with  safety  to  the  positions  and  operations  within  the  department  : 
under  his  charge. 

A.  LINCOLN.  : 

You  will  please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  order,  and  state  when 
you  may  be  expected  here.  Your  early  presence  is  required  by  many 
circumstances. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Corinth,  Miss.,  July  11,  1862 — 3 p.  m. 
(Received  Washington,  D.  0.,  5.50  p.  m.) 

Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

Your  orders  of  this  date  are  this  moment  received.  General  Grant,  • 
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lext  in  command,  is  at  Memphis.  I have  telegraphed  to  him  to  imme- 
iiately  repair  to  this  place. 

. I will  start  for  Washington  the  moment  I can  have  a personal  inter- 
view with  General  Grant. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  11,  1862 — 8 a.  m.  (Received  5.10  p.  m.) 

!?he  President: 

The  enemy  have  certainly  retreated,  but  it  has  been  in  good  order 
nd  with  a fair  amount  of  wagons.  Our  cavalry  follow  their  rear  guard 
(losely  and  have  taken  a few  prisoners,  but  have  made  no  decided  im- 
►ression.  None  of  the  enemy  appear  to  have  crossed  the  Long  Bridge, 
>ut  all  to  have  gone  in  direction  of  Richmond,  some  crossing  White 
)ak  Swamp  j none  toward  mouth  of  Ohickahominy  now.  Considerable 
orce  of  enemy  at  HaxalPs  yesterday,  probably  cavalry,  almost  entirely. 
Itonewall  Jackson  not  dead.  Prisoners  all  state  that  I had  200,000 
nemy  to  fight.  A good  deal  more  than  two  to  one,  and  they  knowing 
he  ground.  ^ 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Berkeley,  Ya.,  July  11,  1862—3  p.  m. 

'he  President  : 

To-day  received  letter  from  General  R.  E.  Lee,  offering  to  return  to 
le  on  parole  our  wounded.  I have  accepted  the  offer,  and  will  send 
ransports  as  soon  as  he  designates  the  place. 

Enemy  in  some  force  at  HaxalPs.  None  in  direction  of  Long  Bridge 
r Lower  Ohickahominy.  None  nearer  than  7 miles  from  here  on  this 
Lde  James  River.  We  are  very  strong  here  now,  so  far  as  defensive  is 
oncerned.  Hope  you  will  soon  make  us  strong  enough  to  advance  and 
ry  it  again.  All  in  fine  spirits. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


rig. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley^  July  11,  1862. 

Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army  : 


I General  : My  cavalry  yesterday  pressed  upon  the  enemy^s  rear 
aard.  All  the  last  accounts  I learned  yesterday  evening  were  to  the 
jfect  that  his  rear  guard  was  not  more  than  7 miles  from  the  White 
rak  Swamp,  on  the  Long  Bridge  road,  and  that  the  main  body  had 
iwsed  the  swamp,  none  of  them  having  crossed  the  Long  Bridge,  but 
’il  apparently  moving  upon  Richmond.  The  country  south  of  us,  i.  e., 
jharles  City  Court-House  and  north  of  the  Chickahominy,  seems  to  be 
[itirely  clear  of  them,  and  our  cavalry  is  covering  that  entire  region, 
j A considerable  force  was  yesterday  at  HaxalPs  and  Malvern  Hill, 
he  rebels  are  said  to  have  had  plenty  of  transportation,  and  their  re- 
eat has  been  concluded  in  an  orderly  manner. 

j Our  cavalry  have  taken  a few  prisoners  and  killed  a few.  The  healtli 
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of  our  men  continues  Mr.  I have  more  complaints  of  ill-health  on  the 
part  of  general  officers  than  from  any  others.  Every  possible  sanitary' 
precaution  will  be  taken  to  insure  the  health  of  the  command.  Pro- 
visions and  medical  stores  abound.  The  men  are  now  having  a good 
rest,  and  will  be  completely  refitted  in  a day  or  two. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAIS, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  11,  1862. 

Hill  Carter,  Esq.,  Shirley  : 

My  Dear  Sir  : Your  letter  of  yesterday  is  received.  Allow  me  to 
express  my  thanks  to  you  for  the  humane  and  Christian  conduct  you 
and  your  family  have  displayed  toward  my  helpless  sick  and  wouiided.i 
My  attention  had  already  been  called  to  this  subject.  Without  paus  I 
ing  to  inquire  or  desiring  to  learn  whether  you  are  friend  or  foe  to  thej 
cause  I have  the  honor  to  serve,  it  was  my  intention  to  do  all  in  my; 
power  to  alleviate  in  your  case  the  sufferings  caused  by  the  inevitabh 
exigencies  of  this  unhappy  war. 

Permit  me  here  to  state  that  it  ever  has  been,  and  ever  shall  be,  my 
constant  effort  to  confine  the  effects,  of  this  contest  to  the  armed  masseei 
and  political  organization  directly  concerned  in  carrying  it  on. 

1 have  done  my  best  to  secure  protection  to  private  property,  but  1 
confess  that  circumstances  beyond  my  control  have  often  defeated  my 
purposes. 

I have  not  come  here  to  Avage  war  upon  the  defenseless,  upon  non- 
combatants,  upon  private  property,  nor  upon  the  domestic  institutions 
of  the  land.  I and  the  army  I command  are  fighting  to  secure  the 
Union  and  maintain  its  Constitution  and  laws,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 
I regret  to  learn  you  have  suffered,  and  the  inconvenience  you  have 
endured. 

I send  this  by  a confidential  officer  of  my  staff,  who  is  instructed  tc 
ascertain  from  you  what  kind  of  a safeguard  will  best  secure  your  per- 
son and  xiroperty,  how  I can  best  indemnify  you  for  your  losses,  and  ir 
what  manner  the  other  requests  you  make  can  best  be  carried  out. 

Again  expressing  my  thanks  for  the  noble  spirit  of  humanity  you 
have  shown  toward  men  whom  you  probably  regard  as  bitter  foes,  ] 
am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN- 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  139.  ( Camp  near  Marrison'}<  Landing,  Va.,  July  11,  ’62. 

‘ 1.  No  one  will  be  sent  to  the  hospital  camp  or  floating  hospitals  ex 
cept  cn  the  approval  of  the  medical  director  and  the  commander  of  th€ 
corps  to  which  he  belongs,  which  approval  will  be  given  in  no  case 
where  the  men  can  be  treated  in  their  regiments.  Men  n'^t  serving  ir 
corps,  diAUSions,  or  brigades  must  have  the  approval  of  the  medica 
director  of  the  army. 

II.  No  person  will  be  allowed  to  leave  on  the  sick  transports  except 


Chap.  XXm.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


317 


on  the  certificate  of  the  senior  reserve  surgeon  of  the  division  (approved 
by  the  proper  military  authority),  stating  that  he  has  personally  ex- 
amined the  case,  and  that  leaving  the  army  is  necessary  to  save  life  or 
prevent  permanent  disability.  A similar  certificate  will  be  required  of 
the  senior  surgeon  of  the  hospital  camp,  approved  by  the  commanding 
officer  and  the  medical  director  of  this  army,  before  any  one  from  that 
camp  will  be  allowed  to  leave  on  any  vessel  used  as  a transport  for  the 
sick. 

III.  The  medical  director  of  each  corps  will  detail  daily  an  officer 
from  the  reserve  corps  of  surgeons  of  each  division,  whose  duty  it  will 
be  minutely  to  inspect  the  police  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  division. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  tour  of  duty  this  officer  will  report  in  writing 
to  the  medical  director  of  the  corps  the  state  of  the  police  of  each  regi- 
ment, and  whether  the  orders  in  regard  thereto  have  been  carried  into 
effect.  He  will  also  report  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  division; 
the  manner  in  which  the  regimental  hospitals  are  conducted  ; the  man- 
ner in  which  the  officers  perform  their  duties  in  regard  to  the  care 
and  attention  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  in  regard  to  supplies.  He 
will  make  such  suggestions  as  in  his  opinion  the  interest  of  the  service 
may  require  for  promoting  the  health  and  efficiency  of  the  troops. 

lY.  Medical  directors  of  corps  will  at  once  report  to  their  command- 
ers any  violation  of  the  orders  in  reference  to  police  in  any  portion  of 
itheir  commands,  and  will  make  to  the  medical  director  of  the  army  a 
weekly  report,  condensed  from  the  weekly  reports  received  by  them,  of 
the  police  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  corps,  with  such  observations 
as  the  case  may  seem  to  demand.  Commanders  of  corps  will  afford  every 
facility  to  medical  officers  in  the  performance  of  these  duties. 

By  command  of  Major-Greneral  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley,  July  12,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army : 

General:  The  last  information  received  from  the  cavalry  scouts 
shows  that  the  divisions  [ofj  Longstreet  and  Hill  did  cross  the  Chicka- 
hominy  at  Long  Bridge  in  their  retreat.  I have  not  yet  ascertained 
the  direction  they  afterward  took,  but  hope  to  learn  in  a few  hours. 
The  country  along  the  Lower  Chickahominy  is  entirely  free  from  the 
presence  of  the  enemy. 

There  is  nothing  new  of  any  interest  to  add,  except  that  every  hour 
convinces  me  of  the  great  result  which  could  be  gained  now  by  the 
army  were  it  promptly  re-enforced  even  to  a moderate  extent. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  City,  July  12,  1862. 

Col.  E.  Ingalls, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Harrison’s  Bar  : 
Colonel:  Your  dispatches  of  the  8th,  9th,  10th,  and  11th*  are  re- 
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ceived  by  me  to-day.  They  have  been  so  far  as  possible  attended  to  in 
my  absence.  I retnmed  last  night.  The  sudden  dood  of  volunteers 
has  overworked  all  our  depots  and  exhausted  some  of  our  articles  of 
supply.  I fear  disappointment  in  your  supply  of  canteens,  which  were 
ordered,  when  first  required,  in  July. 

All  schooners  fit  for  your  purpose  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia 
have  been  ordered  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  Colonel  Tompkins  was  ordered 
to  send  to  that  place  from  New  York  two  hundred  sails,  if  he  can  get 
them,  all  in  ballast.  I have  written  to  General  McClellan  on  this  sub- 
ject.* The  sacrifice  of  deck  loads  of  hay  would  give  you  much  room  on 
the  very  large  fleet  of  supply  vessels  at  Fort  Monroe  and  in  the  James 
Eiver.  The  thirty  steamers  which  you  had  at  Harrison^s  Bar,  with 
many  since  sent  to  Fort  Monroe  and  the  James  Eiver,  ought  to  move 
over  30,000  men  on  their  own  decks.  In  addition  to  this,  all  of  General 
Burnside’s  transportation  has  been  sent  back  to  you.  He  moved  at  one 
trip  some  12,000  men.  Wagons,  horses,  artillery  can  be  shipped  after 
the  greater  part  of  the  men  are  moved.  Orders  have  been  sent  to 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  to  hasten  back  immediately  all  sick  trans- 
ports, which  have  sometimes  been  delayed  by  those  in  charge  of  them. 

You  now  have  all  the  steamboats  of  the  coast  which  can  be  procur  ed 
without  breaking  up  the  great  ferries  and  routes  by  which  our  new 
levies  are  to  be  brought  to  the  seat  of  war,  excepting  the  few  employed 
in  supplying  the  Southern  posts. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing^  July  12,  1862. 

Sir  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  cause  your  command 
to  be  prepared  to  resume  active  operations  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. 

You  will  please  ascertain,  by  personal  inspection,  in  what  respects 
the  equipment  of  your  troops  is  deficient,  and  take  immediate  measures 
to  complete  it,  reporting  from  day  to  day  the  progress  made. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Berkeley,  July  13,  1862 — 8 a.  m. 

Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

I have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  report  to-day.  Enemy  still  at 
Haxall’s ; too  strong  for  cavalry  scouts  to  drive  back,  but  not  in  any 
large  force.  A few  rifle-shots  fired  from  Fort  Powhatan  yesterday. 
Enemy  has  a rear  guard  in  some  little  force  on  Long  Bridge  road,  8 
miles  from  here.  Our  cavalry  is  active  and  constantly  pressing  him. 
We  have  ample  supplies  of  provisions. 


GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

[Major-General,]  Commanding. 


Letter  not  found. 
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Executive  Mansion, 

i Washington^  July  13,  1862. 

!!VIajor-Greneral  McClellan  : 

My  Dear  Sir:  I am  told  that  over  160,000  men  have  grone  into 
i^our  army  on  the  Peninsula.  When  I was  with  you  the  other  day  we 
nade  out  86,500  remaining,  leaving  73,500  to  be  accounted  for.  I be- 
leve  23,500  will  cover  all  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  all  your 
oattles  and  skirmishes,  leaying  50,000  who  have  left  otherwise.  Not 
nore  than  5,000  of  these  have  died,  leaving  45,000  of  your  army  still 
1 I?  and  not  ^th  it.  I believe  half  or  two-thirds  of  them  are  fit  for 
luty  to-day.  Have  you  any  more  perfect  knowledge  of  this  than  I 
lave  / If  I am  right,  and  you  had  these  men  with  you,  you  could  go 
nto  Richmond  in  the  next  three  days.  How  can  they  be  got  to  you 
md  how  can  they  be  prevented  from  getting  away  in  such  numbers  for 
I'lie  lutnre  i 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquaetbrs  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Westover,  July  13,  1862. 

)apt.  A.  J.  Alexander, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

^ Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  morning  Lieutenant- 
Dlonel  Owen  went  with  three  squadrons  of  cavalry  toward  Long 
|ndge  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  the  enemy  had  crossed  the 
/hickahominy  at  that  point. 

He  met  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  at  Saint  Mary’s  Church  8 
Hies  beyond  om*  pickets,  on  the  Long  Bridge  road.  He  attacked  and 
'o^fort^her  ^ pickets  back  to  their  infantry  support,  but  could  push  them 

Captain  White,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  sent  to  cross  the 
hickahominy  at  Jones  Bridge  and  communicate  with  the  pickets  of 
olonel  Campbell,  in  New  Kent  County. 

A squadr^  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  was  sent  last  night  to  Charles 
ity  Court-House  to  occupy  and  hold  the  road  leading  from  that  point 
) Long  Bridge,  in  order  to  cover  the  movements  of  Captain  White. 
1 the  operations  of  yesterday  there  was  some  skirmishing  at  Saint  Mary’s 
hurch,  in  which  some  of  the  enemy  were  believed  to  have  been  kilfed 
Id  wounded.  Three  prisoners  were  taken  j two  of  them  were  sent  to 
le  provost-marshal-general,  but  the  other  was  taken  from  the  men 
ho  were  bringing  him  to  me  by  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith.  An  ignorant 
mtraband  on  his  way  to  Richmond  from  New  Kent  was  also  taken 
1(1  sent  up. 

have  just  received  a dispatch  from  Captain  White  at  Jones’ 
enemy  there  now ; no  troops  at  Providence 

■irectij  apin  to-night.  As  soon  as  I have  the  maps 

i)  a sketch  direction  of  Long  Bridge  I will  send 

“I'e  with  Brigadier-General 
on  the  Charles  City  road. 

There  are  all  together  fourteen  companies  out  from  this  brigade  at 
present  time,  as  follows,  viz  : Eight  on  Long  Bridge  road,  two  over 
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the  Ohickahominy,  four  with  engineer,  and  one  company  with  cattle 
herd. 

Eespectfully, 

WM.  W.  AYEEELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Galena, 

James  River,  July  13,  1862. 

Major  Myer, 

Signal  Officer,  U.  8.  Army  : 

Sir  : I beg  leave  to  express  my  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  mode  of 
signaling  invented  by  yourself  and  used  in  the  Army.  It  can  be  seen 
when  the  Navy  signals  cannot,  by  reason  of  calm  weather,  be  distin- 
guished ; in  misty  weather  it  can  be  read  farther,  as  the  motions  of  the 
flag  are  more  visible  than  mere  differences  of  color. 

On  the  30th  of  June  and  1st  of  July,  when  we  were  required  to  cover 
the  flanks  of  the  army  bj^  firing  upon  an  unseen  enemy,  your  signals 
served  to  direct  the  fire,  and  the  signals  being  given  with  the  utmost 
precision,  I hope  our  fire  was  thereby  made  useful. 

Your  method  is  no  new  thing  with  me,  since  I saw  it  used  in  Georgia, 
between  Freeborn  Out  and  Wright  Eiver,  across  the  Savannah  Eiver, 
at  a distance  which  astonished  me,  and  where  Navy  signals  could  not 
have  been  seen.  For  the  Navy  I think  your  code  invaluable. 

I take  the  liberty  of  adding  that  your  signal  officers  on  board.  Lieu- 
tenants Olum  and  Ellis,  have  been  attentive,  skillful,  willing,  and  very 
pleasant  shipmates.  j 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EODGEES,  j 
Commander.  ! 


Berkeley,  July  14,  1862—7.30  a.  m. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President : 

Nothing  new  of  interest.  Position  of  enemy’s  rear  guard  unchanged;  ^ 
varies  from  6 to  8 miles  from  us.  Health  of  troops  improving  some-  ] 
what.  Food,  forage,  and  medical  supplies  abundant.  Will  get  quite  j 
a large  number  of  our  sick  and  well  from  the  enemy  to-day.  Have  in-  i 
formed  General  Lee  that  we  are  ready  to  negotiate  a general  exchange,  j 
and  asked  him  to  appoint  some  one  to  meet  General  Dix. 

Everything  going  on  very  well.  I am  very  anxious  to  have  my  old  i 
regiments  filled  up  rather  than  have  new  ones  formed.  What  of  Burn- ; 
side ! ( 

GEO.  B.  McClellan,  ; 

[Major-General,  Commanding.]  ; 


Major-General  McClellan; 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  July  14,  1862.  I 


General  Burnside’s  force 
short  notice,  one  way  or  the 


is  at  Newport  News,  ready  to  move,  on 
other,  when  ordered. 


I 


A.  LINCOLN. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  near  Sarrison^s  Landing^  July  14,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln,  President : 

Our  cavalry  pickets  communicated  yesterday  with  the  pickets  of 
Colonel  Campbell  near.  New  Kent  Court-House,  crossing  the  Chicka- 
hominy. 

We  thus  had  a communication  between  Williamsburg  and  here.  No 
considerable  force  of  the  enemy  was  found,  and  it  does  not  seem  that 
he  is  making  any  demonstration  on  Yorktown  or  Williamsburg. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

[Major-General^  Commanding.] 


Mm'or-General  Halleok,  Corinth^  Miss. : 


War  Department, 

July  14,  1862. 


I am  very  anxious — almost  impatient — to  have  you  here.  Have  due 
regard  to  what  you  leave  behind.  When  can  you  reach  here  ? 


A.  LINCOLN. 


Corinth,  Miss., 

July  15,  1862—10.40  a.  m. 
The  President  of  the  United  States: 

General  Grant  has  just  arrived  from  Memphis?  I am  in  communi- 
cation with  General  Buell  and  Governor  Johnson  in  Tennessee.  Hope 
to  finally  arrange  disposition  of  troops,  and  to  re-enforce  Curtis  by  to- 
morrow, and  to  leave  Thursday  morning,  the  17th. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  * 
July  15,  1862.  (Deceived  8 p.  m.) 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln,  President: 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  [July  13]  has  been  received.  The  differ- 
Bnce  between  the  effective  force  of  troops  and  that  expressed  in  returns 
IS  considerable  in  every  army.  All  commanders  find  the  actual  strength 
less  than  the  strength  represented  on  paper.  I have  not  my  own  re- 
turns  for  the  tri-monthly  period  since  arriving  at  Fort  Monroe  at  hand 
at  tins  moment,  but  even  on  paper  I will  not,  I am  confident,  be  found 
to  have  received  160,000  officers  and  men  present,  although  present  and 
absent  my  returns  will  be  accountable  for  that  number.  You  can  arrive 
at  the  number  of  absentees,  however,  better  by  my  return  of  Julv  10 
which  will  be  ready  to  send  shortly.  I find  from  official  reports  that  I 
liave  present  for  duty:  Officers,  3,215j  enlisted  men,  85,450:  in  all 

absent  by  authority,  34,472  j without  au- 
thority, 3,778 ; present  and  absent,  144,407. 

The  number  of  officers  and  men  present  sick  is  1 6,619.  The  medical 
lirector  will  fully  explain  the  causes  of  this  amount  of  sickness,  which 
to  decrease  shortly.  Thus  the  number  of  meA  really 
ibsent  IS  38  250.  Unquestionably  of  the  number  present  some  are  ab- 
jent— say  40,000  will  cover  the  absentees.  I quite  agree  with  you  that 
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more  than  one-half  these  men  are  probably  fit  for  duty  to-day.  I have 
frequently  called  the  attention  lately  of  the  War  Department  to  the 
evil  of  absenteeism.  I think  that  the  exciting  of  the  public  press  to 
persistent  attack  upon  officers  and  soldiers  absent  from  the  army,  the 
employment  of  deputy  marshals  to  arrest  and  send  back  deserters,  sum- 
mary dismissal  of  officers  whose  names  are  reported  for  being  absent 
without  leave,  and  the  publication  of  their  names,  will  exhaust  the 

remedies  applicable  by  the  War  Department. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  many  of  those  absent  by  authority  are 
those  who  have  got  off  either  sick  or  wounded  or  under  pretense  of 
sickness  or  wounds,  and  having  orginally  pretext  of  authority  are  still 
reported  absent  by  authority.  If  I could  receive  back  the  absentees 
and  could  get  my  sick  men  up  I would  need  but  sm^  re-enforcements 
to  enable  me  to  take  Richmond.  After  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  Fair 
Oaks,  &c.,  most  of  these  men  got  off*  Well  men  got  on  board  ^^^pital 
boats  taking  care  of  sick,  &c.  There  is  always  confu^on  and  li^ste  m 
shipping  and  taking  care  of  wounded  alter  a battle.  There  is  no  time 
for  nice  examination  of  permits  to  pass  here  or  there.. 

I can  now  control  people  getting  away  better,  for  the  natural  oppo^ 
tunities  are  better.  Leakages  by  desertion  occur  in 
will  occur  here  of  course,  but  I do  not  at  all  however  anticipate  any- 

thing  like  a recurrence  of  what  has  tak^n^p^ace.^  McOLELLAN, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  15, 1862 — 3.45  p.  m. 

0.  P.  Wolcott, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

General  Stevens  has  arrived.  Four  of  his  regim^ts  are  ^e.  His 
division,  of  six  regiments,  has  about  4,000  men.  General  ® 

coming  with  four  regiments.  General  Stevens  says  General  Hunter 

intends  t©  send  8,000  or  9,000  men.  JOHN  A DIX 

^ Major-General. 


War  Department, 

July  15,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix: 

Let  General  HuntePs  troops  be  disembarked  and  placed  under  com- 
mand of  General  Burnside  until  further  order.  What  number  are  com- 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

July  15,  1862. 

Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  transports  that  bring  General  Hunter’s  troops  to  Eort  Monroe 
should  remain  there  until  further  order,  unless  some  necessity  requires 

them  to  go  elsewhere.  ^ STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berl^eley,  July  15,  1862. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  E.  D.  Moroan: 

Governor  : I am  sure  that  in  the  present  emergency  you  will  pardon 
me  for  venturing  upon  a few  suggestions  as  to  the  most  useful  manner 
of  increasing  the  strength  of  this  army. 

The  greatest  benefit  that  can  be  conferred  upon  it  would  be  to  fill  to 
the  maximum  the  old  regiments,  which  have  so  nobly  sustained  tha 
honor  of  the  Union  and  their  State. 

I would  prefer  50,000  recruits  for  my  old  regiments  to  100,000  men 
organized  in  new  regiments,  and  I cannot  too  earnestly  urge  the  im- 
perative necessity  of  following  this  system. 

By  far  the  best  arrangement  would  be  to  fill  up  all  the  old  companies. 
If  that  cannot  be  done,  the  next  best  thing  is  to  consolidate  the  old 
companies  and  add  new  ones  to  each  regiment.  We  have  here  the  ma- 
terial for  making  excellent  ofiScers  in  the  regiments.  The  men  tried  and 
proven  in  many  hard-fought  battles  are  infinitely  to  be  preferred  to 
any  new  appointments.  More  than  that,  they  have  won  their  promotion. 
Policy  and  gratitude  alike  demand  that  their  claims  should  be  recog-, 
nized. 

With  the  old  regiments  thus  filled  up  the  whole  army  would  in  a 
very  few  weeks  be  ready  for  any  service.  'New  regiments  would  re- 
quire several  months  to  fit  them  for  service,  and  they  would  be  brought 
into  action  with  untried  and  in  many  cases  unfit  officers. 

Again,  I would  earnestly  impress  upon  you  the  great  mistake  of 
bringing  men  into  the  field  for  a less  period  than  three  years  or  the 
war.  The  contact  of  such  troops  with  those  enlisted  for  three  years 
would  soon  breed  dissatisfaction  among  the  latter,  while  the  term  of 
service  of  the  former  would  expire  about  the  time  they  became  valuable 

to  the  service.  I would  also  urge  the  propriety— necessity  rather of 

sending  recruits  to  the  regiments  as  rapidly  as  enlisted.  They  will 
become  soldiers  here  in  one-tenth  of  the  time  they  could  in  the  home 
depots,  and  would  have  all  the  advantages  of  contact  with  the  veterans 
who  now  compose  this  Army. 

I have  also  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  many  officers  and  men  who 
are  now  in  the  North  on  sick  leave,  &c.  Many  thousands  of  these  are 
fit  for  dut}^,  and  should  at  once  be  made  to  join  their  regiments.  May 
I ask  the  earnest  efforts  of  Your  Excellency  to  secure  this  very  im- 
portant end  ? I would  also  request  that  no  officer  who  has  resigned  from 
this  army  be  commissioned  in  another  regiment  unless  furnished  with  a 
special  recommendation  to  that  effect  from  the  commander  of  his  divis- 
ion or  army  corps.  I regret  to  say  that  many  officers  have  resigned  to 
avoid  the  consequence  of  cowardly  conduct,  inefficiency,  &c.  It  is  a 
u^lancholy  fact  that,  while  many  noble  exceptions  are  to  be  found,  the 
officers  of  volunteers  are,  as  a mass— perhaps  I should  say  were  (for  the 
wwst  are  sifted  out) — greatly  inferior  to  the  men  they  command. 

Trusting  that  you  will  pardon  me  for  the  liberty  I have  taken  in 
making  these  suggestions,  and  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  give 
.^hein  your  careful  consideration,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  Oeneralj  Commanding. 


324 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXIIL 


Berkeley,  Va.,  July  16,  1862 — 7 a.  m. 

(Eeceived  1.20  p.  m.) 

Abraham  Lincoln,  President : 

None  of  the  enemy  retired  the  Long  Bridge ; all  have  gone  in  di- 
rection of  Eichmond.  Their  pickets  are  strong,  ranging  about  7 miles 
from  this  place.  What  news  has  General  Pope  from  his  front '?  I would 
be  glad  to  be  kept  informed  by  him. 

Generals  Dix  and  Hill  are  to  meet  on  Thursday  at  HaxalFs  to  arrange 
general  exchange  of  prisoners.  I hope  to  see  Burnside  to-day  and  ar- 
range with  him.  Will  telegraph  you  fully  when  I have  conferred  with 
him. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding.  ; 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  16,  1862.  ' 

Col.  D.  B.  Sacket,  ' 

Inspector- General : ^ 

Colonel  : It  is  the  desire  of  the  major-general  commanding  that  the  i 
operations  of  the  inspector-general’s  department  in  connection  with  ^ 
this  army  should  be  materially  extended,  to  the  end  that  the  army  may  ^ 
profit  by  the  fullest  capability  of  the  department  for  usefulness  and 
result. 

The  sphere  of  that  department  is,  in  the  view  of  the  commandiug 
general,  a very  wide  and  important  one.  Through  it  the  general  sees 
the  interior  of  the  army;  he  learns  its  efficiency,  its  discipline,  its  capa- 
bility for  its  task,  its  feeling,  its  tone;  through  it  he  becomes  acquainted 
with  his  troops — he  knows  the  personnel  of  his  army.  Nor  is  the  field 
for  investigation  limited  here.  Everything  that  concerns  an  army, 
whether  as  respects  its  interior  organization,  discipline,  and  efficiency, 
or  its  relation  to  the  special  or  general  military  purposes  in  view,  every 
branch  of  service,  every  character  of  duty,  in  fine,  is  within  the  range 
of  subjects  of  the  department. 

It  is  obvious  that  casual  inspections  of  troops  upon  special  orders  to 
that  effect  will  in  nowise  render  an  inspector-general  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  an  army.  Frequent  visits  among  the  troops,  daily  in- 
spections, the  constant  observation  of  military  persons  and  objects, 
and,  from  various  points  of  view,  the  cultivation  of  a habit  of  inquiry, 
in  fine,  with  regard  to  all  subjects  of  military  concern  pertaining  to  the 
army,  will  alone  enable  an  officer  of  the  department  to  be  up  to  the 
level  of  the  requirements  of  his  place. 

I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  communicate  to  you  the 
foregoing,  confident  that  you  will  share  his  views  with  regard  to  the 
greater  usefulness  indicated  herein  for  your  department. 

He  is  not  insensible  to  the  value  of  your  services  and  those  of  Major 
Davis  to  this  army,  and  he  trusts  that  you  will  not  see  in  these  instruc- 
tions any  indication  of  discontent  with  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
discharged  your  duties.  The  preparation  of  the  army  to  resume  the 
offensive  at  an  early  day,  however,  demands  renewed  exertions  on  the 
part  of  all  the  staff  departments,  and  requires  the  utmost  result  that 
•each  department  is  capable  of  producing. 

It  is  this  necessity  which  has  drawn  forth  these  instructions.  It  is 
desired  that  hereafter  on  every  day  inspections  be  made  of  some  branch 
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of  the  service  or  body  of  troops  connected  with  this  army.  Aides-de- 
camp  of  the  general’s  staff  will,  as  you  may  require  their  services,  re- 
port to  you  for  inspection  duty. 

The  discipline,  instruction,  equipment,  health,  and  comfort  of  the 
troops,  the  character  of  the  supplies  furnished  the  troops,  their  quan- 
tity and  quality,  the  police  and  healthfulness  of  camps  are  subjects 
which  are  naturally  indicated  as  those  to  receive  primary  attention. 
Other  subjects  in  their  order.  The  simple  detection  of  deficiencies* 
whether  111  description  or  equipment  in  the  inspection  of  troops,  I ani 
to  add,  is  not  enough  to  accomplish  any  desirable  purpose. 

The  opportunity  afforded  for  communicating  instructions  or  for 
directing  a remedy  should  be  improved.  Clothed  with  the  authority  of 
the  commanding  general  you  can  remedy  much  on  the  spot. 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  authority  will  of  course  be  used  prudently 
and  wisely,  but  ex  officio  you  can  direct  the  execution  of  existing  regu- 
lations or  orders,  the  supply  of  deficient  equipments,  or  require  the 
enforcement  of  police  and  sanitary  measures,  &c. 

Full  written  reports  are  not  expected  except  in  special  cases  or 
where  objects  require  special  mention  to  insure  necessary  action.  Ver- 
bal reports  to  the  chief  of  staff  will  in  the  general  case  answer  every 
purpose. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Y.  COLBUEN^, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Generals 


Speciax,  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ho.  205.  j Camp  near  Rarrisonh  Landing^  Va.,  July  16, 1862. 

* # * * * ' # ^ 

XY.  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles  will  proceed  to  New  York  for  the 
purpose  of  pushing  forward  recruiting  for  the  regiments  of  his  brigade. 
He  will  send  on  the  recruits  in  squads  as  they  are  collected,  calling 
upon  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  for  the  necessary  transportation 
The  general  commanding  relies  upon  General  Sickles  to  use  his  utmost- 
exertions  to  hasten  the  filling  up  of  his  regiments  and  to  rejoin  his 
command  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

XYI.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Meagher  will  proceed  on  the  recruiting 
service  for  the  regiments  of  his  brigade  under  the  special  instructions 
ol  General  Sumner.  He  will  send  on  the  recruits  in  squads  as  they 
are  collected,  calling  upon  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  for  the 
necessary  transportation.  The  general  commanding  relies  upon  Gen- 
eral Meagher  to  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  hasten  the  filling  up  of  his 
regiments,  and  to  rejoin  his  command  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


Washington,  July  17, 1862. 

Major-General  McClellan,  Berlceley : 

There  is  no  enemy  in  my  front.  My  cavalry  pickets  extend  25  miles 
south  of  Fredericksburg,  and  Hatch,  with  2,500  men,  passes  through 
Gordoiisville  to-day  en  route  for  Charlottesville.  He  will  destroy  the 
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Yirginia  Central  road  and  the  road  from  Charlottesville  to  Lynchburg. 
If  it  be  possible  he  will  push  cavalry  in  several  directions  to  James 
Kiver  and  destroy  the  canal.  Culpeper  is  occupied  by  a considerable 
force,  with  Banks,  Sigel,  and  one  division  of  McDowell  in  supporting 

JNO  POPE, 

Maior- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  18, 1862 — 1 p.  m.  j 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ■ 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  just  returned  from  General  McClellan’s  headquarters,  and  have  i 
much  to  say  to  you.  Wish  you  to  hear  it  before  any  very  important 
changes  are  made.  Can  I telegraph  you  freely  or  can  I go  to  Wash-  i 
ington  for  a day?  I think  it  important  that  we  should  consult.  I think  I 
no  man  knows  McClellan’s  present  position  better  than  myself. 

A.  E.  BUENSIDE, 

Major- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  18,  1862 — 5 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I did  not  doubt  the  security  in  telegraphing  by  cipher,  but  simply 
questioned  the  expediency  of  telegraphing  freely  in  reference  to  persons 
and  events.  If  I can  get  off  I will  avail  myself  of  your  confidence  and 
go  up  to  see  you  to-morrow.  If  not,  I will  telegraph  fully. 

^ ^ A.  E.  BUEN^SIDE, 

Major- General. 


Harrison’s  Landing,  Va., 

July  18,  1862. 

General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  : I was  much  gratified  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  13th, 
and  trust  you  will  always  give  me  the  benefit  of  what  suggestions  you 
may  think  fit  to  offer. 

1 had  already  stopped  all  the  transportation  (horses,  mules,  and  wag- 
ons) afloat  at  "the  lortress,  where  it  now  remains  subject  to  my  orders. 
Many  of  the  horse  teams  were  broken  up  to  fill  up  the  batteries ; mean- 
time some  good  artillery  horses  were  sent  from  Philadelphia.  So  far 
as  I can  learn  the  batteries  have  received  horses,  as  many  as  were  re- 
quired, on  demand.  I still  have  for  issue  some  200  fit  for  artillery  and 
cavalry  service.  We  have  too  much  cavalry  for  any  real  advantage 
to  us. 

Many  were  of  opinion  that  we  had  too  much  land  transportation,  out 
it  was  generally  supposed  we  had  a far  greater  number  of  wagons  than 
an  actual  insiiection  shows  we  have.  We  have  here  now  about  2,600 
wagons  for  service  with  troops,  engineer  and  supply  trains  j each  regi- 
ment is  allowed  six.  There  are  some  106,000  men  in  this  army  present. 
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and  Burnside  is  expected  to  re-enforce  it  with  thirty  regiments.  The 
operations  may  require  the  use  of  considerable  land  carriage.  I do  not 
think  we  have  too  much.  As  the  matter  stands  now,  the  amount  can 
easily  and  quickly  be  augmented  or  reduced,  as  circumstances  may 
i render  necessary.  There  will  be  no  trouble  if  they  are  kept  in  the 
proper  condition  and  place  in  encampments  and  on  marches.  They 
gave  infinite  cause  for  anxiety  and  embarrassment  in  the  last  week  of 
June.  It  is  a miracle  so  few  were  lost.  The  spectacle  at  times  of  en- 
tangled wagons  with  batteries  and  troops  was  frightful,  though  we 
reached  here  in  good  order  and  spirits. 

The  army  is  a magnificent  one  to-day.  All  we  require  now  is  more 
men  and  generals  full  of  health  and  desire  to  go  into  Eichmond.  We 
must  and  soon  can  go  forward.  This  army  must  not  go  back  one  foot. 
The  commanding  general  is  in  excellent  health  and  full  of  confidence, 
and  is  the  “pride  and  boast”  of  his  men. 

The  Peninsula  is  sickly  here,  as  it  was  at  White  House.  White 
laborers  cannot  stand  the  climate ; we  have  but  few ; we  depend  on 
contrabands  chiefly.  I have  invariably  made  use  of  all  fair  means  to 
increase  the  number.  I brought  away  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
from  the  Pamunkey ; that  is,  they  took  passage  on  our  boats.  I am 
sending  along  this  river  to  Norfolk,  even  to  North  Carolina,  for  colored 
laborers.  Where  the  army  actually  is  the  negroes  come  in  to  a man 
almost.  I hope  next  week  to  have  the  numbers  much  increased. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

•RUFUS  INGALLS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Aide-de-Cam;p^  Chief  Quartermaster, 


Berkeley,  July  19,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Some  time  since  I found  it  necessary  to  institute  the  Fifth  and  Sixth 
Provisional  Army  Corps. 

I now  apply  that  these  provisional  corps  be  made  full  corps  by  the 
President.  Their  commanders  are  among  the  ablest  generals  in  the 
service.  I also  recommend  that  General  Dix’s  command  in  this  depart- 
ment be  constituted  an  army  corps.  I desire  to  invest  that  able  and 
excellent  officer  with  all  the  power  I can  within  my  department,  and  it 
will  be  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  July  19,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan,  BerTceley : 

I have  not  yet  heard  from  Hatch,  and  presume  he  has  not  yet  met 
with  anj^  considerable  resistance. 

There  are  reports  in  Fredericksburg  and  from  Culpeper  that  Jackson 
is  moving  on  Gordonsville  with  a large  force.  It  is  not  confirmed  as 
yet  by  any  authority. 

I will  keep  you  advised. 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major- General, 
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Berkeley,  Ya.,  July  19,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 

Major-General  Pope, 

Commanding  Army  of  Virginia : 

Dispatch  of  17th  received.  The  enemy  not  within  10  miles  of  me  in 
large  force.  Has  fallen  hack  to  vicinity  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg. 
I cannot  yet  tell  whether  he  has  any  designs  upon  you  or  not. 

Mansfield  sends  word  from  Suffolk  that  rebels  are  sending  negroes 
to  Lynchburg  to  work  on  fortifications. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAR, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Berkeley,  Ya.,  July  20,  1862 — 8 a.  m.  i 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  I 

Secretary  of  War  : .1 

Intimations  come  from  various  sources — from  our  returned  wounded  a 
and  prisoners — that  a portion  of  the  enemy^s  force  has  moved  in  the  S 
direction  of  Gordonsville.  Although  Lynchburg  and  Chattanooga  is  i 
the  probable  direction,  it  will  be  well  for  General  Pope  to  keep  a sharp  f 
lookout  toward  Staunton  and  Gordonsville.  In  conversation  the  rebels  ij 
boast  of  going  to  Baltimore,  &c.  Our  information  begins  to  be  more  « 
full. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAH, 

' Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  B.  C.,  July  20,  1862 — 1 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan  : 

Your  two  telegrams  of  yesterday  and  one  of  this  morning  have  been  ^ 
received. 

The  organization  of  your  Fifth  and  Sixth  Army  Corps  and  the  organ-  i 
ization  of  the  forces  of  General  Dix  into  a corps  will  be  confirmed  by 
an  order  of  the  Department.  General  Dix  arrived  here  last  evening  i 
and  returned  to-day,  having  come  for  instructions  in  relation  to  ex-  : 
change  of  prisoners.  I would  be  glad  to  have  immediately  a list  of  the 
wounded  received  from  Richmond.  We  have  no  military  intelligence  < 
of  interest  from  any  quarter. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley,  Va.,  July  20,  1862 — 1.30  p.  m.  (Reckl  9.30  i).  m.) 
Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

I have  again  heard  from  return  prisoners  that  Jackson’s  troops  com- 
menced leaving  Richmond  about  one  week  ago  by  rail,  either  toward  i 
Gordonsville  or  Fredericksburg,  and  that  the  movement  continued  for 
some  three  days,  bj^  night  and  day.  This  comes  through  so  many 
sources  that  I feel  obliged  to  call  your  close  attention  to  it.  I also 
learn  that  large  numbers  of  conscripts  are  constantly  arriving  in  Rich- 
mond from  the  South. 
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I My  cavalry  scouts  are  to-day  amusing  themselves  with  the  enemy  at 
i Malvern  Hill.  Jackson^s  movements  may  be  against  Buell.  The  fact 
of  his  taking  the  Gordonsville  route  would  in  that  case  be  accounted 
for  by  the  necessity  of  their  keeping  the  Petersburg  and  Danville  roads 
free  for  the  transit  of  wounded,  recruits,  and  supplies.  In  any  event  I 
try  to  urge  concentration  of  the  masses  of  troops  in  front  of  Washing- 
ton and  the  sending  of  cavalry  far  to  the  front.  If  I am  to  have  Burn- 
side’s troops,  I would  be  glad  to  avail  myself  of  at  least  a portion  of 
them  to  occupy  a point  on  south  bank  of  James  Eiver.  Health  of  the 
command  improving  a little.  I should  be  glad  to  hear  daily  from 
Pope’s  outpost.  It  is  important  that  I should  do  so. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  Virginia, 

Washington^  July  20,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan,  BerJceley: 

EweU  is  at  Gordonsville  with  about  6,000  men.  Jackson  reported  to 
be  at  Louisa  Court-House  with  25,000. 

My  advance  posts  are  at  Culpeper  and  Madison  Court-House.  It  is 
certain  that  a considerable  force  of  the  enemy  is  along  Virginia  Central 
Railroad  west  of  Hanover  Junction. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General, 


Number  of  men  composing  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  20th  day  of  July,  1862. 
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General  McClellan  and  staff,  TJ.  S.  Engineers,  Engineer  Brigade, 
cavalry  division,  escort  to  headquarters,  provost  guard,  Mrst 
Connecticut  Artillery,  chief  quartermaster. 

Second  Corps  (General  Sumner’s) 

Third  Corps  ((General  Heintzelman’s) 

Fourth  Co^s  (General  Keyes’) 

Fifth  Provisional  Corps  (General  Porter’s) 

Sixth  Provisional  Corps  (General  Franklin’s) 

Seventh  Corps  (General  Dix’s) 

XT.  S.  Signal  Corps 

Grand  aggregate 


8,  735 


1,448 


2, 157 


12,  340 


16, 952 
16,  276 
14,  490 
21,  077 
14,  014 
9,997 
150 


2,  866 

3, 180 

2,  627 

3,  900 
2,  749 
1,  042 

16 


5,665 
7,080 
8,756 
8,  962 
5, 407 
739 
29 


25,  483 

26,  536 
25,  873 
33, 939 
22, 170 
11,  778 

195 


101,  691 


17,  828 


38,  795 


158,  314 


Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington,  JD,  G.,  December  31,  1862. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  preceding  statement  is  accurately  com- 
piled from  the  morning  report  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  of  the  20th 
day  of  July,  1862,  signed  by  Major-General  McClellan  and  his  assistant 
adjutant-general,  Seth  Williams,  and  now  on  file  in  this  ofiSce. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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War  Department, 

Washington  City,  B,  C.,  July  21,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

This  is  Monday.  I hope  to  be  able  to  tell  you  on  Thursday  what  is  to 
be  done  with  Burnside. 


A.  LINCOLN. 


Berkeley,  Ya.,  July  21,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

Major-General  Pope, 

Commanding  Army  of  Virginia  : 

Your  dispatch  of  19th  [20th  ?]  received.  The  information  in  regard  to 
Jackson^s  movement  on  Gordlonsville  reaches  me  through  so  many 
sources  that  I think  it  worthy  of  your  closest  attention. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  Virginia, 

Washington,  B.  C.,  July  21,  1862. 


Major-General  McClellan  : 

The  subjoined  report  I have  just  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JNO.'POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  Virginia, 

Washington,  July  21,  1862. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  ; The  cavalry  expedition  I directed  General  King  to  send  ont  on  the  19th  has  re- 
turned. They  left  Fredericksburg  at  7 p.  m.  on  the  19th,  and,  after  a forced  inarch 
during  the  night,  made  a descent  at  daylight  in  the  morning  upon  the  Virginia  Central 
Railroad  at  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  25  miles  west  of  Hanover  Junction  and  35  miles  from 
Richmond.  They  destroyed  the  railroad  and  telegraph  line  for  several  miles,  burned 
up  the  depot,  which  contained  40,000  rounds  of  musket  ammunition,  100  barrels  of 
flour,  and  much  other  valuable  property,  and  brought  in  a captain  in  charge  prisoner. 
The  whole  country  around  was  thrown  in  a great  state  of  alarm.  One  private  was 
wounded  on  our  side.  The  cavalry  marched  80  miles  in  thirty  hours.  The  affair  was 
most  successful,  ^nd  reflects  high  credit  upon  the  commanding  officer  and  his  troops. 
As  soon  as  full  particulars  are  received  I will  transmit  to  you  the  name  of  the  com- 
manding officer  and  the  troops  engaged. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Balteviore,  July  21,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

My  Dear  Friend:  I hope  you  will  allow  me  to  consider  you  as  such. 
“ Coming  events  cast  their  shadows  before  them.”  The  rebels  are 
not  without  well-founded  hopes  that  England  and  France  will  interfere 
in  their  behalf.  The  late  disaster  to  our  arms  at  Richmond  and  the 
position  of  Major-General  McClellan’s  army  will  aid  them  much  in  their 
anticipations.  The  rebels  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  keep  McClellan 
where  he  is  with  his  army,  in  the  hope  that  death  and  desertion  will 
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SO  thin  his  ranks  that  by  fall  his  army  will  be  reduced  one-half.  Al- 
together our  position  is  far  from  being  an  agreeable  one.  We  ought 
to  be  up  and  doing.  We  want  troops,  and  must  have  them.  Measures 
ought  to  be  adopted  to  apprehend  and  send  back  to  their  regiments 
the  thousands  of  deserters  scattered  throughout  the  country.  These 
with  the  men  on  furlough  would  make  a respectable  army. 

It  is  said  that  the  rebels  would  willingly  exchange  Eichmond  for 
Washington.  Our  generals  have  not  shown  much  tact  in  acquiring 
information  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  rebel  armies.  The  latter 
disappear  from  before  them  with  all  the  material  of  war  without  know- 
ing it  for  days,  as  was  the  case  at  Manassas,  Yorktown,  and  Corinth. 
They  have  been  too  often  assailed  by  large  forces  without  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  their  approach,  and  of  course  disaster  follows,  as  in  the 
case  of  Generals  Grant,  Shields,  and  Banks.  Our  generals  do  not  ap- 
pear to  understand  the  stratagems  of  war,  and  they  leave  their  rear 
and  depots  of  supplies  unprotected  and  unguarded,  as  in  the  case  of 
McClellan’s  rear  being  attacked,  when  he  lost  much  property,  as  also 
in  the  case  when  Jackson  returned  to  Eichmond.  We  find  them  too 
often  surprised,  as  in  the  case  of  Fair  Oaks  and  Grant  near  Corinth, 
and  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  gunboats  the  army  of  the  latter  would 
have  been  captured. 

I do  not  mention  these  things  because  I desire  the  command  of  an 
army.  Far  from  it.  1 assure  you  I am  content  to  perform  any  duty 
you  may  think  proper  to  assign  to  me.  My  only  wish  and  desire  is  to 
put  down  this  infamous  rebellion,  and  to  have  the  instigators  punished 
as  they  deserve  to  be.  Whoever  may  accomplish  this,  and  whether  it 
be  McClellan,  Halleck,  Pope,  or  any  one  else,  I will  be  at  least  one  of 
the  first  to  rejoice  and  to  do  honor  to  the  conqueror. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  bounty  about  to 
be  paid  to  those  who  may  enlist  in  the  service.  I believe  it  will  amount 
to  something  like  $90  to  each  man,  including  $50  by  the  States.  New 
York  gives  $50  in  addition  to  what  the  United  States  gives.  In  draw- 
ing up  your  instructions  for  myself,  I hope  you  will  allow  the  $50  to  be 
giv^en  by  New  York. 

Always  and  faithfully,  yours, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

Harrison’’ s Bar,  July  21,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  S.  Army: 

My  Dear  General:  In  times  of  crises  I always  think  of  correspond 
ing  with  you.  I do  not  know  the  amount  of  your  iufiuence  at  this  time, 
but  whether  you  possess  much  or  little,  you  ought  now  to  exert  all  you 
possess  to  guard  the  state  from  the  dangers  that  threaten  it. 

You  and  I agreed  in  March  and  April,  1801,  that  it  was  proper  to 
make  war  vigorously.  We  agreed  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Eun  that 
the  capital  and  the  North  were  in  danger,  and  I doubt  not  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  both  are  in  far  greater  danger  now  than  at  that 
time.  The  South  has  been  made  a unit  by  the  mere  continuance  of  the 
war,  and  their  antii)athies  have  been  increased  by  ouiiegislation,  while 
the  Nortli  has  been  made  weak  by  divided  counsels  and  an  ignorance  on 
the  part  of  most  persons  of  the  cause  of  the  war. 

This  army  has  lost  golden  opportunities.  If  1 could  see  you  I would 
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tell  3’ou  Ilow  we  lost  them;  but,  being  lost,  repining  will  do  no  good, 
and  we  must  endeavor  to  avoid  the  ruin  which  now  threatens  us. 

I will  tell  you  some  things  which  you  may  regard  as  facts  : My  corps 
has  taken  prisoners  or  contrabands  from  the  enemy  as  many  as  half  the 
number  of  days  in  the  last  three  months.  I have  not  failed  with  eye 
and  voice  to  make  searching  examinations  of  all,  and  I am  convinced  1 
that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Southern  army  are  at  this  moment  much  j 
more  vigorous  in  health  and  more  able  for  that  reason  to  march  and  to 
fight  than  our  army  is.  ] 

The  South  is  not  deficient  in  plain  food  in  abundance.  It  is  my  opinion  < 
that  their  grain  on  hand  and  growing  is  enough  for  two  years’  supply.  ; 
To  think  of  starving  them  out  is  simply  absurd  unless  we  can  destroy  < 
their  rail  and  water  lines  of  communication,  when  their  armies  would 
starve  simply  on  account  of  the  badness  of  the  Virginia  roads  in  wet 
weather. 

This  army  is  able  to  hold  its  present  position,  but  cannot  assume  the 
offensive  without  a re-enforcement  of  at  least  100,000  men.  That  is  the 
least  number  any  man  will  estimate  whose  opinion  is  worth  more  than 
a dream. 

The  newspapers  will  tell  you  that  the  health  of  this  armyis  improv- 
ing. It  is  only  apparently  improving.  Comparative  rest  has  produced 
a seeming  improvement  during  the  last  three  weeks.  I speak  from  no 
hearsay  nor  from  any  man’s  theory;  I go  every  day  and  inspect  several 
regiments.  If  any  other  officers  do  this  I do  not  know  their  names.  1 
find  that  a majority  of  the  generals  are  beginning  to  droop.  I find 
the  men  are  becoming  weaker  by  the  day — their  minds  and  bodies  are 
growing  weak  together — and,  though  I despise  most  theories,  I will 
say  that  to  pen  up  more  than  100,000  men  and  animals  in  a space  so 
small  that  you  can  find  no  point  of  that  space  which  is  one  mile  distant 
from  its  outside  boundary  on  the  James  River  in  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September  is  to  secure  disease,  weakness,  and  nostalgia 
as  a certain  crop. 

Our  enemies  are  not  fools,  and  they  will  soon  find  means  to  shut  up 
the  James  River  below  us  or  make  its  navigation  enormously  expen- 
sive to  us.  They  will  find  the  means  also  to  annoy  us  in  other  ways, 
and  unless  we  receive  vast  re-enforcements  they  will  succeed  in  ruin- 
ing this  whole  army,  and  this  army  lost,  the  North  is  necessarily  from 
that  moment  at  the  mercy  of  the  South. 

Some  persons  affirm  that  it  will  have  a bad  moral  effect  or  a bad 
political  effect  to  withdraw  this  army,  but  will  the  effect  be  worse  than 
to  remain  here  and  do  nothing?  We  can  neither  operate  against  the 
enemy  nor  build  up  our  own  army  on  this  spot.  Then  why  do  we  stay 
here? 

The  South  has  already  put  forth  all  its  strength  and  will  continue 
to  do  so.  We  have  not,  and  we  must  bide  our  time  and  employ  our 
means  to  the  best  advantage. 

Do  you  fear  intervention  ? It  will  not  be  less  to  be  feared  if  we  have 
an  army  where  it  can  be  employed  than  to  have  one  where  it  cannot 
be  employed. 

Do  you  fear  cost?  It  will  cost  just  as  much  (and  more  if  you  esti- 
mate for  sickness)  to  maintain  the  army  and  build  it  up  here  as  it  would 
to  carry  it  away  to  a healthy  district  and  build  it  up  to  return  the  whole 
to  the  James  River  next  October. 

If  the  movement  begins  to-morrow  or  the  next  day,  or  even  one  week 
hence,  I think  this  army  could  be  removed  in  safety;  after  that  its  re- 
moval would  be  of  doubtful  possibility.  If,  therefore,  you  value  the 
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safety  of  this  country  do  one  of  two  things  without  delay,  remove  this 
army  or  send  to  it  a re-enforcement  of  100,000  men. 

If  this  army  should  be  taken  to  some  place  between  the  enemy  and 
our  own  possessions,  we  might  allege  health  as  a motive  for  the  move- 
ment, bid  defiance  to  the  South,  and  by  and  by  to  England  and  France 
also,  but  by  remaining  here  in  our  present  condition  we  submit  to 
chance  the  very  ark  of  our  safety. 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Your  friend, 


E.  D.  KEYES. 


P.  S. — I have  kept  the  foregoing  two  days  to  determine  whether  or 
not  I should  change  my  opinion  and  retain  it.  I have  concluded,  how- 
ever, to  send  it;  the  sickliness  of  this  country  in  August  and  September 
being  one  of  the  strongest  reasons  for  withdrawing. 

[Indorsement.] 


July  28,  1862. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Halleck, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- Ge^ieral. 


General  Orders,  ) War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

Ko.  84.  . ( Washington^  July  22,  1862. 

The  designation  in  General  Orders,  Ko.  125,  from  the  Headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  the  forces  commanded  by  Brigadier- Generals 
Porter  and  Franklin  as  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Army  Corps  is  hereby  con- 
firmed. 

The  forces  under  Major-General  Dix  will  constitute  the  Seventh ; those 
under  Major-General  Wool  the  Eighth;  and  those  under  Major-General 
Burnside,  belonging  to  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  respectively. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

' L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  23,  1862 — 7.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope: 

I congratulate  you  heartily  on  success  of  the  cavalry  expedition. 
Nothing  new  of  interest  here. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley y July  26,  1862. 

ICaj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallec:^ 

Commanding  U.  8.  Army : 

General  : I have  seen  to-day  nearly  a thousand  of  our  sick  and 
wounded  just  returned  from  Richmond.  Some  refugees  have  also  ar- 
rived and  a number  of  surgeons  and  chaplains  taken  prisoners  at  Bull 
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Eun.  All  of  these  who  have  enjoyed  any  opportunities  of  observation 
unite  in  stating  that  re-enforcements  are  pouring  into  Eichmoud  from 
the  South. 

Dr.  L.  H.  Stone,  U.  S.  Army,  saw  at  Charlotte  from  7,000  to  8,000 
troops  en  route  to  Eichmond.  He  and  others  unite  in  stating  that  it  is 
quite  positive  that  the  troops  on  James  island  (Charlotte)  have  arrived 
in  Eichmond  and  that  the  Southern  States  are  being  drained  of  their 
garrisons  to  re-enforce  the  array  in  my  front.  It  is  said  that  the  troops 
of  Beauregard’s  old  army  are  also  en  route  hither.  This  last  is  not 
positive,  and  I hope  to  learn  the  truth  in  regard  to  it  to-morrow. 

Three  regiments — one  South  Carolina,  one  N'orth  Carolina,  and  one 
Georgia — reached  Eichmond  yesterday.  Supplies  are  being  rapidly 
pushed  in  by  all  routes.  It  would  appear  that  Longstreet  is  in  front  of 
Eichmond  on  this  side  of  the  James ; D.  H.  Hill  at  Fort  Darling  and 
vicinity. 

Our  cavalry  pickets  on  Charles  City  road  were  driven  in  to-day  by  a 
heavy  force  of  cavalry  and  some  artillery.  Averell  started  after  them 
with  a sufficient  force.  I have  not  yet  heard  the  result. 

Allow  me  to  urge  most  strongly  that  all  the  troops  of  Burnside  and 
Hunter,  together  with  all  that  can  possibly  be  spared  from  otlier  points, 
be  sent  to  me  at  once.  I am  sure  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the 
true  defense  of  Washington  consists  in  a rapid  and  heavy  blow  given 
by  this  army  upon  Eichmond. 

Can  you  not  possibly  draw  15,000  or  20,000  men  from  the  West  to  re- 
enforce me  temporarily  ? They  can  return  the  moment  we  gain  Eich- 
mond. Please  give  weight  to  this  suggestion  j I am  sure  it  merits  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

In  Camp  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  James  Eiver, 

Saturday^  July  26,  1862. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

Dear  Sir  : Confirmatory  information  has  just  been  received  here 
that  about  ten  days  or  two  weeks  ago  Jackson  started  toward  the  valley, 
via  the  Fredericksburg  Eailroad  (from  Eichmoud),  with  60,000  to  80,000 
troops,  including  his  own  and  Ewell’s  division,  Lawton’s  brigade,  and 
from  3,000  to  4,000  cavalry.  Pope  has  no  doubt  pretty  well  ascer- 
tained his  position  and  numbers  by  this  time.  McClellan  ought  to  be 
instructed  to  keep  a very  heavy  pressure  on  the  lines  between  here  and 
Eichmond,  so  as  to  detect  any  depletion  of  the  forces  there  to  re-enforce 
Jackson  for  an  annihilation  of  Pope  and  a raid  upon  Washington. 
That  has  been  one  great  fault  of  our  generals.  They  have  not  kept  a 
heavy  enough  pressure  upon  the  lines  to  detect  the  depletion  and  evacu- 
ations of  the  enemy  in  time  to  take  proper  advantage  of  them.  That 
was  the  case  at  Manassas  and  Yorktown.  We  were  kept  at  bay  by  a 
mere  feint  of  force  until  the  main  forces  w'ere  out  of  reach  of  a harassing 
pursuit.  So  it  was  when  Jackson  turned  our  right  wing  the  other  day. 
If  a heavy  pressure  had  been  kei)t  upon  him  from  the  Potomac  he 
would  either  have  had  to  remain  where  he  was  or  been  followed  up  b}^ 
a sufficient  force  to  keep  him  from  doing  any  harm. 
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However,  McClellan  has  played  the  same  game  on  the  enemy  in  our 
late  retreat.  By  keeping  up  a show  of  force  in  our  fortihcations  he 
enabled  our  main  forces  to  get  under  good  headway  for  the  new  base  of 
operations  before  being  seriously  molested.  General  Huger  has  since 
been  relieved  of  his  command  in  the  field,  it  is  reported,  for  allowing 
McClellan  to  get  twelve  hours  the  start  of  him. 

I hope  that  McClellan  will  be  instructed  to  keep  a very  heavy  and 
threatening  pressure  upon  Kichmond,  so  as  to  prevent  any  considerable 
re-enforcement  of  Jacksou  from  that  quarter.  He  can  do  this  without 
any  risk.  He  has  his  gunboats  and  fortifications  to  fall  back  upon  in 
case  of  meeting  with  too  heavy  a pressure  himself,  and  in  such  a case 
would  have  the  choice  of  his  ground  to  punish  the  enemy  as  he  did 
before.  Besides,  an  advance  of  McClellan  to  within  striking  distance 
of  Eichmond  again  would  have  an  immense  moral  effect  at  the  NTorth 
in  the  way  of  recruiting,  &c.,  and  throughout  the  world,  showing  that 
he  was  not  much  hurt  after  all.  The  advantages  of  such  an  advance 
immediately  would  be  incalculable  and  would  be  well  worth  a consid- 
erable effort,  while  it  could  be  made  about  as  well  as  not,  as  far,  at  any 
rate,  as  would  be  necessary  for  the  desired  moral  effect.  Once  restored 
to  within  striking  distance  of  Eichmond,  our  prestige  would  again  be 
restored  almost  to  its  former  standard. 

Another  very  valuable  piece  of  information  has  just  been  received 
Lere  from  a reliable  source.  It  is  to  the  effect  that  a second  MerrimaCy 
more  formidable  than  the  first,  has  just  been  completed  at  Eichmond, 
and  is  daily  expected  by  the  citizens  there  to  come  out  and  clear  James^ 
Eiver.  This  vessel,  it  seems,  was  commenced  at  Norfolk  before  the 
evacuation  of  that  place,  and  on  the  evacuation  it  was  taken  with  other 
craft  to  Eichmond.  She  is  said  to  be  of  smaller  dimensions  and  much 
lighter  draught  than  the  old  Merrimac,  but  similar  to  her  in  construc- 
tion and  much  more  formidable,  combining  as  she  does  all  the  improve- 
ments suggested  by  exx)erieiice.  Her  armament  is  said  to  consist  of 
eight  guns  of  the  most  formidable  construction  that  can  be  made  in  the 
Confederacy,  while  it  is  reported  that  a secret  channel  is  open  for  her 
through  the  blockade,  which  can  be  closed  at  pleasure  after  she  is  out 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Darling.  She  is  described 
as  having  eight  guns — one  in  the  bow,  one  in  the  stern,  and  three  on 
each  side.  A peculiar  kkid  of  shot  have  been  cast  expressly  for  her  at 
the  Tredegar  Iron  Works  at  Eichmond,  and,  as  I have  said,  it  is  daily 
expected  by  the  most  knowing  citizens  there  to  come  out  and  clear 
James  Eiver. 

This  information  is  brought  by  a very  intelligent  Irishman,  thirty- 
four  years  of  age,  a printer  by  trade,  who  has  been  at  work  on  the 
Examiner  and  Enquirer  at  Eichmond  since  the  last  of  March  last,  and 
has  had  all  the  facilities  and  privileges  of  his  craft  for  acquiring  infor- 
mation. He  has  just  come  within  our  lines  with  his  family,  consisting 
of  a wife  and  three  children,  under  a flag  of  truce,  as  a British  subject. 
He  has  been  aboard  of  the  Merrimac  No.  2 since  the  completion  of  her 
wood  work,  before  she  was  taken  across  to  the  Manchester  side  of  the 
river  to  be  iron  clad,  and  describes  her  as  a very  formidable  craft,  with 
a most  monstrous  i)row.  I have  no  doubt,  from  what  he  says,  but 
that  we  are  destined  to  soon  be  annoyed  by  Merrimac  No.  2 on  James 
River  the  same  as  we  were  in  the  spring  on  Hampton  Eoads  by  Merri- 
mac No.  1.  We  may  rest  assured  that  the  rebels  will  spare  no  means 
in  their  power  to  annoy  and  damage  us  and  annihilate  this  James  Eiver 
campaign.  They  have  had  the  means  and  the  power  to  build  one  Mer- 
rimac and  to  experience  her  value,  and  I see  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
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witli  all  the  benefits  of  their  experience  they  have  essayed  another. 
They  are  aware  that  she  can  rest  secure  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Dar- 
ling and  sally  out  to  commit  her  depredations  at  pleasure.  It  is  not 
unlikely,  either,  that  she  can  be  worked  through  a channel  in  the 
blockade,  under  the  protection  of  the  guard  of  Fort  Darling,  that  it 
would  not  be  practicable  for  our  gunboats  to  find  out  under  their  fire. 
I think  that  the  evidence  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  to 
bring  out  a second  Merrimac  is  sufficient  at  least  to  prompt  us  to  be 
prepared  for  any  emergency  of  the  kind.  The  x>ossibility,  probability, 
j)lausibility,  and  direct  evidence  are  all  in  favor  of  such  a case. 

This  is  no  doubt  one  of  the  storms  presaged  by  the  present  calm  on 
James  Fiver  and  hinted  at  by  the  liichmond  press ; a storm  that  is 
destined  to  burst  as  suddenly  on  James  River  as  did  that  of  the  first 
Merrimac  on  the  waters  of  Hampton  Roads.  May  it  not  be  as  disas- 
trous even  as  that  in  its  consequences 

Let  one  of  our  best  gunboats  be  detailed  to  watch  the  coming  of  this 
craft  through  the  blockade,  and  as  soon  as  she  makes  her  api)earance 
let  preparations  be  complete  for  running  her  ashore  and  capturing  her, 
which  is  the  easiest  and  most  profitable  way  of  disposing  of  her. 

General  McClellan  has  the  above  information,  and  will  no  doubt  take 
proper  action  in  the  matter.  If  this  craft,  as  formidable  as  she  is  rep- 
resented, should  come  suddenly  down  upon  us,  simultaneously  with  the 
rebel  land  forces,  it  would  no  doubt  create  rather  an  unpleasant  little 
sensation  here.  This  should  be  very  studiously  guarded  against.  She 
could  do  a great  deal  of  damage  by  addressing  herself  exclusively  to 
our  shipping  and  land  forces  before  she  could  be  overcome,  unless  prep- 
arations were  already  perfected  for  running  her  ashore  and  capturing 
her  before  she  should  reach  our  vulnerable  point  on  the  river. 

Later.  Saturday  Evening,  July  26. 

I have  just  learned  from  an  intelligent  Jew  boy,  fourteen  years  of 
age,  who  is  right  from  Richmond,  under  flag  of  truce  (to  join  his  par- 
ents, formerly  of  City  Point,  but  now  residing  on  Eppes  Island,  oi^po- 
site  that  place),  that  he  saw  the  new  rebel  gunboat  Richmond,  as  they 
call  her,  lying  at  the  Rocketts,  below  Richmond,  day  before  yesterday, 
receiving  her  iron  plating ; that  they  were  plating  her  with  transverse 
layers  of  iron  plates,  about  2 inches  thick  and  6 or  8 inches  wide  j that 
he  saw  about  fifteen  hands  at  work  on  her,  but  the  plating  did  not  seem 
to  be  very  far  advanced  yet ; that  he  was  not  on  board,  and  did  not  see 
her  interior  j saw  no  guns  aboard,  but  saw  that  there  were  three  port- 
holes on  each  side  and  one  on  each  end.  He  did  not  know  anything 
about  when  they  expected  to  have  the  craft  completed  or  what  they  in- 
tended to  do  with  her  ; that  he  heard  it  said  she  was  built  pretty  much 
like  the  Merrimac,  except  that  she  was  not  so  long  and  large. 

From  this  statement  it  would  appear  that  there  will  be  probably 
plenty  of  time  for  the  making  cf  proi)er  preparations  for  the  reception 
of  this  monster,  and  that  she  will  probably  not  interfere  with  our  James 
River  oiierations  for  two  or  three  weeks  yet,  if  it  is  the  intention  to 
bring  her  at  all  below  the  blockade.  Within  that  time  I hope  to  see 
wonders  accomplished  by  our  land  forces. 

I will  keep  close  watch  of  this  secesh  monster  through  every  avail- 
able channel  of  information,  and  promptly  re^iort  her  progress  as  near 
as  possible. 

Ever  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  S.  [T.  S.  SEYBOLT.] 
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Wae  Department, 

July  29,  1862. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  refer  the  within  to  General  Hal- 
leek,  and  to  beg  his  attention  to  the  same. 

C.  P.  WOLCOTT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  July  27,  1862. 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  President,  I left  here  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  24th  and  reached  the  camp  of  General  McClellan  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  25th. 

I stated  to  the  general  that  the  object  of  my  visit  was  to  ascertain 
from  him  his  views  and  wishes  in  regard  to  future  operations.  He  said 
that  he  proposed  to  cross  the  James  Eiver  at  that  point,  attack  Peters- 
burg, and  cut  off  the  enemy’s  communications  by  that  route  south,  mak- 
ing no  further  demonstration  for  the  present  against  Richmond.  I 
stated  to  him  very  frankly  my  views  in  regard  to  the  danger  and  im- 
practicability of  the  plan,  to  most  of  which  he  finally  agreed. 

I then  told  him  that  it  seemed  to  me  a military  necessity  to  concen- 
trate his  forces  with  those  of  General  Pope  on  some  point  where  they 
could  at  the  same  time  cover  Washington  and  operate  against  Rich- 
mond, unless  he  felt  strong  enough  to  attack  the  latter  place  with  a 
strong  probability  of  success  with  the  re-enforcements  which  could  be 
given  to  him.  He  expressed  the  opinion  that  with  30,000  re-enforce- 
ments he  could  attack  Richmond  with  a good  chance  of  success.”  I 
replied  that  I was  authorized  by  the  President  to  promise  only  20,000, 
and  that  if  he  could  not  take  Richmond  with  that  number  we  must  de- 
vise some  plan  for  withdrawing  his  troops  from  their  present  position 
to  some  point  where  they  could  unite  with  those  of  General  Pope  with- 
out exposing  Washington.  He  thought  there  would  be  no  serious  diffi- 
culty in  withdrawing  his  forces  for  that  purpose,  but  the  movement  he 
said  would  have  a demoralizing  influence  on  his  own  troops,  and  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  their  holding  their  present  position  till  sufficient 
re-euforcemeuts  could  be  collected.  I told  him  that  I had  no  authority 
to  consider  that  proposition,  and  that  he  must  decide  between  advising 
the  withdrawal  of  his  forces  to  some  point  to  be  agreed  upon  to  meet 
General  Pope  or  to  advance  on  Richmond  with  the  re-enforcements 
which  the  President  had  oflered  ; that  I was  not  sufficiently  advised  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  our  forces  and  those  of  the  enemy  to  say  how 
many  additional  troops  could  be  given  to  him  with  safety,  but  that  the 
President  had  decided  that  question  by  fixing  his  re-enforcements  at 
20,000,  and  I could  promise  no  addition  to  that  number. 

I inferred  from  his  remarks  that  under  these  circumstances  he  would 
prefer  to  withdraw  and  unite  with  General  Pope  j but  I advised  him  to 
consult  his  officers  and  give  me  a final  answer  in  the  morning.  He  did 
so,  and  the  next  morning  informed  me  that  he  would  attack  Richmond 
with  the  re-enforcements  promised.  He  would  not  say  that  he  thought 
the  probabilities  of  success  were  in  his  favor,  but  that  there  was  a 
chauce,”  and  he  was  “ willing  to  try  it.” 
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In  regard  to  the  force  of  the  enemy,  he  expressed  the  opinion  lliat  it 
was  not  less  than  200,000,  and  I found  that  in  this  estimate  most  of  his 
officers  agreed.  His  own  effective  force  was,  officers  and  men,  about 
90  000,  which,  with  20,000  re-enforcements,  would  make  110,000. 

i had  no  time  or  opportunity  to  investigate  the  facts  upon  which 
these  estimates  were  based,  and  therefore  can  give  no  opinion  as  to 


their  correctness.  * ^ • 

His  officers,  as  I understood,  were  about  equally  divided  in  opmion 
in  regard  to  the  policy  of  withdrawing  or  of  risking  an  attack  on  Rich- 


mond. 


H.  W.^HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  27,  1862.  (Received  2 p.  m.) 

General  Thomas, 

Adjutant-  General : 

I respectfully  apply  for  permission  to  send  an  officer  from  each  regi- 
ment to  the  place  where  it  was  raised,  with  authority  to  bring  on  every 
officer  and  man  he  can  find  fit  for  duty,  whether  on  leave  ot  absence  or 
not,  no  matter  from  what  source  the  leave  may  be  granted. 

I have  official  assurance  that  the  number  of  people  absent  on  leave  is 
having  an  injurious  eflect  on  the  recruiting  service.  Absentees  tell 
such  exaggerated  stories  of  the  hardships  and  sufterings  of  campaign 
life  and  of  the  carnage  of  the  battle-field  that  they  deter  recruits  from 
enlisting.  The  leaves  might  be  revoked  by  an  order  from  the  Adjutant- 
GeneraUs  Office,  except  where  the  case  is  that  of  hona  fide  sick  and 

wounded,  unable  to  join.  , ^ u ^4. 

The  officers  I propose  to  send  from  each  regiment  should  report  at 
your  office  and  receive  orders.  Such  is  my  application : to  visit  all  hos- 
pitals and  places  where  soldiers  may  be  detained,  whether  on  extra  duty 
or  otherwise,  no  matter  by  what  order  or  whose  authority,  and  bring 
them  here  to  their  regiments.  The  recruiting  service— -service  on  im- 
portant duty — of  course  will  be  excepted.  I am  satisfied  that  the  most 
fertile  source  of  increase  to  the  diminished  ranks  of  the  regiments  is  to 
get  back  the  absentees  from  the  army.  There  are  two  well  men  absent 

to  one  really  sick  man.  ^ 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major-General.  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

Harrison's  Bar^  July  27,  1862. 

General  M.  C.  Meigs,  r, 

Quartermaster -General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington^  JJ.  0.: 

My  Dear  General  : I was  sorry  not  to  see  more  of  you  the  other 
day.  I should  have  been  glad  to  canvass  opinions  with  you.  It  struck 
me  that  Halleck  underrates  the  number  of  enemies  opposed  to  us 
about  Richmond.  That  number  is  200,000,  and  is  more  than  double 
our  numbers  i rely  on  this  as  certain  and  act  accordingly. 

Another  matter  is  worthy  of  some  notice.  It  is  reported  that  the 
rebels  have  two  armored  vessels  at  Richmond,  and  that  one  is  ready  I 
for  action.  This  I learn  from  Navy  officers.  I know  not  the  extent  otj 
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the  means  of  resistance  to  those  boats,  but  if  they  get  among  our  trans- 
ports and  come  opposite  this  camp  you  can  understand  the  damage 
they  can  do  as  well  as  myself. 

As  I have  been  as  earnest  in  the  cause  as  any  other  man,  and  as  my 
recorded  testimony  will  prove  and  demonstrate  that  I have  not  in  any 
case  overrated  the  resistance  to  be  expected  at  any  period  of  this  war, 
I will  now  tell  you  my  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  present  situation  of 
our  affairs : 

First.  This  army  cannot  take  the  offensive  with  a certainty  of  success 
with  re-enforcements  less  than  100,000.  For  this  army  to  retake  the 
ofiensive  without  any  re-enforcements  would  result  in  certain  defeat. 

Second.  This  army,  in  its  present  position,  may  be  starved  out,  and 
if  we  have  not  the  means  to  destroy  the  enemy’s  gunboats  it  may  be 
destroyed  or  neutralized  for  a time  long  enough  to  enable  the  enemy  to 
send  100,000  men  into  Maryland. 

You  are  aware  that  a year  and  a half  ago  I was  for  striking  quickly. 
I am  now  in  favor  of  striking  as  quickly  as  we  can,  but  not  to  strike 
until  we  get  together  an  army  large  enough  to  give  us  a strong  proba- 
bility of  success.  For  us  to  strike  as  our  means  are  now,  in  regard  to 
strength  and  situation,  our  chances  for  success  would  not  be  one  in 
three. 


Please  think  of  what  I have  said  in  this  letter,  for  if  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  is  destroyed  the  South  will  overrun  the  North. 

In  haste,  your  friend, 


E.  D.  KEYES. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  143.  i Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing^  Va.jJuly  27,  ’62. 

I.  The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  has  been  drawn  to  the 
serious  and  growing  evil  of  applications  in  person.  AU  papers  of  a 
personal  nature  are  acted  upon  at  these  headquarters  in  the  order  of 
their  presentation  and  with  the  greatest  possible  dispatch^  and  any 
solicitations  or  inquiries  with  a view  to  hasten  action  on  them,  besides 
being  in  violation  of  repeated  general  orders,  produce  merely  delay 
and  embarrassment  to  the  public  business. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  no  notice  be  taken  at  these 
headquarters  of  any  application  presented  in  person  without  the  ex- 
press permission  of  the  corps  commander  or  the  highest  commander  of 
a body  of  troops  not  serving  in  a corps;  such  permission  to  be  granted 
only  m cases  where  it  is  evident  that  highly  important  private  interests 
or  the  public  service  will  suffer  or  life  be  endangered  by  the  brief  delay 
incident  to  the  usual  course  of  business,  and  to  be  signified  in  the  in- 
dorsement of  the  corps  or  other  independent  commander.  Except  in 
such  cases  and  with  such  permission  no  officer  will  be  allowed  to  visit 
these  headquarters  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  an  application  or  to 
ascertain  its  result. 

Commanding  officers  are  desired  to  send  in  all  applications  and  other 
papers  of  a personal  nature  only  by  the  messengers  required  by  existing 
orders  to  report  at  these  headquarters  at  10  a.  m.  and  5 p.  m.  daily. 

II.  Ihe  duties  of  the  inspector-general  and  assistant  inspector-gen- 
eral at  these  headquarters  are  coextensive  with  the  wants  and  inter- 

1 1 service  in  its  various  departments  and  branches.  They  are 

clothed  with  the  authority  of  the  general  commanding  to  give  such  di- 
rections for  the  good  of  the  public  service  as  may  appear  necessary, 


340 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXIIL 


correcting  evils  found  to  exist,  as  far  as  practicable,  and  the  time  and 
place  of  inspection,  investigation,  &c. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Quartermaster-General^s  Office, 

Washington  City,  July  28,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  Army : 

General:  From  the  liichmond  and  Wilmington  published  notices 
of  the  battles  of  26th  and  27th  June  north  of  the  Ohickahominy  I have 
with  some  care  made  out  the  following  organizations  of  the  attacking 
forces : * 

The  division  of  A.  P.  Hill  is  spoken  of  as  14,000  strong.  I find  no- 
tices of  regiments:  Second  Florida  went  into  action  250  strong;  Twelfth 
Mississippi,  397 ; Eighteenth  Virginia,  625 ; Eighth  Virginia,  185  j 
Forty-seventh  Virginia,  275.  From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  old  regi- 
ments are  weak.  The  new  conscript  regiments  may  be  strong,  but  the 
strongest  regiment  here  named  is  less  than  400  muskets. 

I find  four  divisions,  twelve  brigades,  and  nine  batteries  named  as  in 
the  battles  north  of  the  Ohickahominy,  as  follows : 

Stonewall  Jackson’s  Division. 

Brigadier-General  Hood : Fifth  and  three  other  Virginia  regiments. 
Brigadier-General  Whiting:  Eleventh,  Sixteenth,  Second  Mississippi, 
and  two  other  regiments.  Brigadier- General  Pender:  (Five  regi- 
ments.) 

D.  H.  Hill’s  Division. 

Brigadiers  not  named. 

A.  P.  Hill’s  Division. 

Brigadier-General  Eipley : Forty-fourth  and  Forty-eighth  Georgia, 
Second  and  Third  North  Carolina.  Brigadier-General  Gregg:  Five 
regiments.  Brigadier-General  Branch : Twenty-seventh,  Twenty- 
eighth,  Thirty-third,  Thirty-seventh  North  Carolina,  and  one  other 
regiment. 

Longstreet’s  Division. 

Brigadier-General  Featherston:  Eleventh  and  Nineteenth  Missis- 
sippi and  Second  Mississippi  Battalion.  Brigadier-General  Pryor: 
Fourteenth  Louisiana,  St.  Paul’s  Louisiana  Battalion,  Third  Virginia, 
Fourteenth  Alabama,  and  Second  Florida.  Brigadier- General  Wilcox’s 
Alabama  regiments. 

[Artillery.] 

Batteries  named : Second  Kichmoiid  Howitzers,  Third  Bichmond 
Artillery,  Johnson’s,  Donaldson ville,  Thomas’  (Purcell’s),  Crenshaw’s, 
Andrews’,  First  Maryland,  Davidson’s,  Letcher  Artillery,  Milledge  Ar- 
tillery, and  Morris  Artillery. 


For  a correct  statement,  see  Vol.  XI,  Part  II,  pp.  48^89. 
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These  notes  may  be  of  use  in  dealing  with  this  army,  giving  the  dis- 
tribution of  some  sixty  regiments,  which  must  be  nearly  one-half  of 
the  whole  Eichmond  army. 

An  intelligent  writer  of  Branch’s  division,  writing  in  the  i^orth  Car- 
olina Wilmington  Journal  of  8th  July,  claiming  credit  for  North  Car- 
olina, says  that  Carolina  and  Georgia  contributed  full  one-half  the 
regiments  engaged  in  the  Eichmond  battles — from  36  to  40  each.  This 
would  make  the  whole  army,  in  his  opinion,  152  regiments,  which,  at 
700  men  average,  would  give  a total  force  of  105,000  men. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  that  a careful  comparison  of  the  notices  which 
appear  in  the  newspapers,  lists  of  prisoners  of  war^  and  deserters,  if 
made  by  an  intelligent,  educated  man,  would  soon  give  us  a tolerably 
correct  idea  of  the  forces  opposing  us.  If  this  has  ever  been  done  in 
this  part  of  the  country  there  is,  I fear,  reason  to  believe  that  it  has 
been  done  by  incompetent  or  unfaithful  hands. 

Of  480  prisoners  sent  from  Harrison’s  Bar  to  New  York,  the  lists 
published  in  the  New  York  Herald  give  the  names  of  74  regiments  and 
1 battalion  of  infantry,  5 batteries  of  artillery,  and  1 regiment  of  cav- 
alry. I find  notices  of  90  regiments  infantry,  1 regiment  cavalry,  and 
12  batteries  of  artillery  all  by  name  as  in  these  battles. 

I am,  respectfully, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  29, 1862. 

Surgeon- General  Hammond  : 

There  are  12,000  sick  reported  here  now ; 2,000  of  them  could,  I 
think,  take  the  field. 

JONATHAN  LETTEEMAN, 

Surgeon^  Medical  Director. 

1 Indorsement.] 


War  Department, 

July  31,  1862. 

, • Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Halleck,  General-in-Chief. 

! By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

^ C.  P.  WOLCOTT, 

! ' Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington^  July  29,  1862. 

Col.  James  Beloer, 

Quartermaster^  U.  S.  Army,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  engage  at  once  all  the 
steamers  in  port  that  can  be  used  for  the  transportation  of  sick  and 
wounded  men,  and  send  them  immediately  to  Harrison’s  Landing,  on 
the  James  Elver,  to  report  to  the  senior  officer  of  the  quartermaster’s 
department  in  charge  there. 

Eeport  by  telegraph  your  action  under  this  order. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  29,  1862—7.30  p.  m. 


Major-General  Halleok  : 

Nothing  new  of  much  interest.  Eeceived  another  batch  of  wounded 
yesterday.  Apprehensions  begin  to  be  felt  by  some  of  arrival  and 
effect  of  Merrimac  No.  2.  I doubt  whether  she  is  yet  ready  for  service. 

GEO.  B.  MoOEELLAN, 

Major-General, 


Berkeley,  Ya.,  July  30,  1862 — 7 a.  m. 


Major-General  Halleok, 

Commander-in-  Chief: 

Deserters  state  that  another  regiment  of  rebel  cavalry  was  to  go  to 
Hanover  Court-House  to-day,  and  that  Longstreet,  Hill  (A.  P.),  and 
Hill  (D.  H.),  are  still  with  their  troops  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Eich- 
mond,  and  have  not  gone  to  Gordonsville.  Total  of  forces  with  Jack- 
son  stated  at  30,000  to  35,000.  I hope  that  it  may  soon  be  decided 
what  is  to  be  done  by  this  army,  and  that  the  decision  may  be  to 
re-enforce  it  at  once. 

We  are  losing  much  valuable  time,  and  that  at  a time  when  energy 
and  decision  are  sadly  needed. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Maior- General, 


The 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley i July  30, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  TJ,  8.  Army  : 

General  : There  is  nothing  new  of  any  interest  to  give  you 
cavalry  scouts  are  daily  extending  their  beats,  and  meet  with  less  re- 
sistance during  the  past  few  days.  The  enemy  still  at  Malvern  [and]‘ 
its  vicinity,  rather  in  small  force — probably  a brigade,  with  a battery. 
Nothing  seems  to  bo  doing  on  the  other  side  of  the  James.  If  I had 
even  a part  of  Burnside’s  command  I would  beat  them  up  on  that  bank 
of  the  James,  as  well  as  stir  them  up  at  Malvern.  I am  very  weak  in 
cavalry — not  more  than  3,800  for  duty.  Could  not  Williams’  regiment 
from  Port  Eoyal  and  Mix’s  from  Monroe  both  be  ordered  up  here '?  A 
large  iiart  of  my  cavalry  was  taken  from  me  when  I left  Washington 
for  Fort  Monroe.  I feel  the  want  of  it  very  much.  It  is  not  true  (my 
information  goes)  that  either  of  the  Hills  or  Longstreet  are  with  Jack- 
son  near  Gordonsville,  which  renders  it  more  probable  that  J ackson’s 
is  more  than  30,000  to  35,000,  although  it  is  possible  that  I may  be 
deceived  about  the  latter  point. 

Heavy  re-enforcements  have  arrived  in  Eichmond  and  are  still  com- 
ing. I still  feel  that  our  true  policy  is  to  re-enforce  the  army  by  every 
available  means  and  throw  it  again  upon  Eichmond.  Should  it  be  de- 
termined to  withdraw  it,  I shall  look  upon  our  cause  as  lost  and  the 
demoralization  of  the  army  certain. 

I sincerely  hope  that  some  decision  may  be  promptly  arrived  at,  and 
that  it  may  be  in  accordance  with  the  views  I have  .so  frequently  ex- 
pressed. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Fort  Monroe,  July  30,  1862. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

I do  not  consider  it  very  important  to  have  some  of  the  mortar  ves- 
sels in  the  Gulf  sent  here  at  this  time.  They  could  not  possibly  reach 
here  in  season  to  assist  General  McClellan.  If  they  were  already  here 
they  might  perhaps  be  used  to  advantage. 

No  news  have  reached  me  from  McClellan  or  Commodore  Eodgers 
since  I telegraphed  you  yesterday  from  Fort  Monroe. 

GOLDSBOEOHGH. 


Washinoton,  July  30, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding^  d&c.,  Army  of  the  Fotomao  : 

My  Hear  General  : You  are  j)robably  aware  that  I hold  my  pres- 
ent position  contrary  to  my  own  wishes,  and  that  I did  everything  in 
my  power  to  avoid  coming  to  Washington  ; but  after  declining  several 
invitations  from  the  President  I received  the  order  of  the  11th  instant, 
which  left  me  no  option. 

I have  always  had  strong  personal  objections  to  mingling  in  the 
politico-military  affairs  of  Washington.  I never  liked  the  place,  and 
like  it  still  less  at  the  present  time.  But  aside  from  personal  feeling, 
I really  believed  I could  be  much  more  useful  in  the  West  than  here. 
I had  acquired  some  reputation  there,  but  here  I could  hope  for  none, 
and  I greatly  feared  that  whatever  I might  do  I should  receive  more 
abuse  than  thanks.  There  seemed  to  be  a disposition  in  the  public 
press  to  cry  down  any  one  who  attempted  to  serve  the  country  instead 
of  party.  This  was  particularly  the  case  with  you,  as  I understood, 
and  I could  not  doubt  that  it  would  be  in  a few  weeks  the  case  with 
me.  Under  these  circumstances  I could  not  see  how  I could  be  of  much 
ase  here.  Nevertheless,  being  ordered,  I was  obliged  to  come. 

In  whatever  has  occurred  heretofore  you  have  had  my  full  approba- 
tion and  cordial  support.  There  was  no  one  in  the  Army  under  whom 
I could  serve  with  greater  pleasure,  and  I now  ask  from  you  that  same 
support  and  co-operation  and  that  same  free  interchange  of  opinions  as 
ill  former  days.  If  we  disagree  in  opinion,  I know  that  we  will  do  so 
iionestly  and  without  unkind  feelings.  The  country  demands  of  us 
that  we  act  together  and  with  cordiality.  I believe  we  can  and  will  do 
30.  Indeed  we  must  do  so  if  we  expect  to  put  down  the  rebellion.  If 
kve  permit  personal  jealousies  to  interfere  for  a single  moment  with  our 
derations  we  shall  not  only  injure  the  cause  but  ruin  ourselves.  But 
L am  satisfied  that  neither  of  us  will  do  this,  and  that  we  will  work  to- 
gether with  all  our  might  and  bring  the  war  to  an  early  termination. 

I have  written  to  you  frankly,  assuring  you  of  my  friendship  and  con- 
Idence,  believing  that  my  letter  would  be  received  with  the  same  kind 
feelings  in  which  it  is  written. 

Yours,  truly. 


H.  W.  HALLEOK. 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  July  31,  1862. 

Major-Geueral  McClellan, 

Berlceley,  Ya.: 

General  Pope  again  telegraphs  that  the  enemy  is  reported  to  be 
evacuating  Eichmond  and  falling  back  on  Danville  and  Lynchburg. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  31,  1862. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  U.  8.  Army^  Washington^  D.  G.: 

Your  three  dispatches  relative  to  allowing  officers  in  the  regular  regi- 
ments to  receive  appointments  in  the  volunteer  service  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

As  very  many  of  the  best  officers  in  the  regular  regiments  have  already 
been  transferred  to  volunteer  commands,  thereby  leaving  a majority  of 
the  officers  young  and  inexperienced  and  requiring  the  instruction  and 
example  of  the  few  remaining  older  officers,  I do  not  think  the  officers  j 
you  allude  to  could  be  spared  without  manifest  detriment  to  the  serv-  I 
ice — at  all  events  in  the  present  uncertain  state  of  affairs. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Harrison^ s Landing^  Fa.,  July  31,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistard  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
General:  I extract  the  following  from  a report  of  one  of  the  medi- 
cal officers  lately  from  Eichmond: 


Three  small  schooners,  one  little  black  steamboat,  and  two  hulks  fitting  up  for  some 
purpose  comprised  the  entire  navy  on  the  river  within  view. 


Yery  respectfully. 


F.  J.  POETEE,  > 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding.  j 


[Indorsemeut.]  J 

August  1, 1862.  f 

Copy  furnished  Commodore  Wilkes,  commanding  James  Eiver  flotilla.  | 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps,  j 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  July  31,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : It  becomes  my  duty  to  remind  you  that  the  term  of  service  of  ' 
three  of  my  regiments  expires  before  the  close  of  next  month,  one  on 
the  25th  of  August  and  the  others  a few  days  later.  These  regiments 
are  the  Eighth,  Thirteenth,  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York  State  Militia. 
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Two  of  them  are  at  Suffolk,  and  the  other  is  divided  between  Yorktown^ 
Fort  Wool,  and  Point  Lookout. 

It  is  indispensable  that  these  regiments  should  be  replaced  by  others 
before  they  are  mustered  out  of  the  service.  My  force  is  very  small. 
In  this  fort,  second  in  importance  to  none  in  the  Union,  I have  but  500 
men.  It  should  be  garrisoned  by  a regiment  of  artillery.  I under- 
stand that  Colonel  Gibson,  late  in  command  at  Fort  Delaware,  has  a 
regiment  of  artillery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  has  peculiar 
qualifications  for  the  command  of  a garrison,  and  I should  like  very 
much  to  have  him  here.  There  is  a great  deal  to  be  done  here  to  put 
the  fort  in  proper  condition,  and  there  are  not  men  enough  for  the 
ordinary  guard  and  ])olice  duty. 

The  condition  of  the  ground  surrounding  the  fort  is  very  bad.  I 
have  instituted  a sanitary  commission  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
nuisances,  but  the  great  amount  of  work  done  on  the  point  for  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  renders  it  indispensable  that  we  should  have  a 
full  garrison,  commanded  by  an  experienced  and  vigilant  officer. 

I need  a regiment  of  cavalry  at  Suffolk  to  replace  one  of  the  militia 
infantry  regiments  whose  time  is  about  to  expire.  I have  less  than 
500  mounted  men  at  that,  point,  and  they  are  almost  worn-out  by  the 
hard  service  which  they  are  performing  as  pickets  and  scouts  between 
the  Nansemond  and  Blackwater.  The  enemy  have  already  come  down 
several  times  on  the  east  side  of  the  Blackwater,  carrying  off  both 
white  men  and  negroes  to  the  army  at  Richmond. 

I am  told  that  there  is  a fine  regiment  of  cavalry  at  Port  Royal,, 
which  is  not  needed  there.  If  I can  have  this  regiment  for  Suffolk  and 
Colonel  Gibson’s  artillery  for  this  post  I will  be  very  glad  to  take  them 
in  place  of  the  three  militia  regiments  whose  term  of  service  is  about 
to  expire. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley,  August  1,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Army : 

My  Dear  General  : Your  kind  and  very  welcome  letter  of  the  30th 
reached  me  this  evening. 

My  own  experience  enables  me  to  appreciate  most  fully  the  difficul- 
ties and  unph'asant  features  of  your  position.  I have  passed  through 
it  all  and  most  cordially  sympathize  with  you,  for  I regard  your  place, 
under  present  circumstances,  as  one  of  the  most  unx>leasant  under  the 
Government.  Of  one  thing,  however,  you  may  be  sure,  and  that  is  of 
my  full  and  cordial  supx)ort  in  all  things. 

Had  I been  consulted  as  to  who  was  to  take  my  place  I would  have 
advised  your  appointment.  So  far  as  you  are  concerned  I feel  toward 
you  and  shall  act  precisely  as  if  I had  urged  you  for  the  place  you  hold. 
There  is  not  one  xmrticle  of  feeling  or  jealousy  in  my  heart  toward  you. 
Set  your  mind  i)erfectly  at  rest  on  that  score.  No  one  of  your  old  and 
tried  friends  will  work  with  you  more  cordially  and  more  honestly  than 
I shall. 

If  we  are  permitted  to  do  so,  I believe  that  together  we  can  save  this 
unhappy  country  and  bring  this  war  to  a comparatively  early  termina- 
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tioii.  The  doubt  in  my  mind  is  whether  the  selfish  politicians  will 
allow  us  to  do  so.  I fear  the  results  of  the  civil  policy  inaugurated  by 
recent  acts  of  Congress  and  practically  enunciated  by  General  Pope  in 
his  series  of  orders  to  the  Army  of  Virginia. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  this  contest  should  be  conducted  by  us  as  a war,  i 
and  as  a war  between  civilized  nations  ; that  our  efforts  should  be  di- 
rected toward  crushing  the  armed  masses  of  the  rebels,  not  against  the 
people ; but  that  the  latter  should,  so  far  as  military  necessities  permit, 
be  protected  in  their  constitutional,  civil,  and  personal  rights. 

I think  that  the  question  of  slavery  should  enter  into  this  war  solely 
as  a military  one ; that  while  we  do  our  best  to  prevent  the  rebels  from 
making  military  uses  of  their  slaves,  we  should  avoid  any  proclamations 
of  general  emancipation,  and  should  protect  inoffensive  citizens  in  the 
possession  of  that  as  well  as  of  other  kinds  of  property.  If  we  do  not 
actively  protect  them  in  this  respect,  we  should  at  least  avoid  taking 
an  active  part  on  the  other  side,  and  let  the  negro  take  care  of  himself. 

The  people  of  the  South  should  understand  that  we  are  not  making 
war  upon  the  institution  of  slavery,  but  that  if  they  submit  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  Union  they  will  be  protected  in  their  consti- 
tutional rights  of  every  nature.  I think  that  pillaging  and  outrages  to  i 
persons  ought  not  to  be  tolerated;  that  private  property  and  persons 
should  enjoy  all  the  protection  we  can  afford  them  compatible  with  the 
necessities  of  our  position.  I would  have  the  conduct  of  the  Union 
trooi)s  present  a strong  contrast  with  that  of  the  rebel  armies,  and 
prove  by  our  action  that  the  Government  is,  as  we  profess  it  to  be,  be- 
nign and  beneficent;  that  wherever  its  power  extends  protection  and 
security  exist  for  all  who  do  not  take  an  active  part  against  us.  Pe- 
culiar circumstances  may  force  us  to  depart  from  these  principles  in 
exceptional  cases;  but  I would  have  these  departures  the  exceptions, 
not  the  rule.  I and  the  army  under  my  command  are  fighting  to 
restore  the  Union  and  the  supremacy  of  its  laws,  not  for  revenge.  I 
therefore  deprecate  and  view  with  infinite  dread  any  policy  which  tends 
to  render  impossible  the  reconstruction  of  the  Union,  and  to  make  this 
contest  simply  a useless  effusion  of  blood. 

We  need  more  men.  The  old  regiments  of  this  army  should  be 
promptly  filled  by  immediate  drafting,  if  necessary.  We  should  pre- 
sent such  an  overwhelming  force  as  to  make  success  certain,  be  able  to 
follow  it  up,  and  to  convince  the  people  of  the  South  that  resistance  is 
useless. 

I know  that  our  ideas  as  to  the  concentration  of  forces  agree  perfectly. 

I believe  that  the  principles  I have  expressed  in  this  letter  accord  with  j 
your  own  views.  I sincerely  hope  that  we  do  not  differ  widely.  | 

You  see  I have  met  you  in  your  own  spirit  of  frankness,  and  I would  1 
be  glad  to  have  your  views  on  these  points,  that  I may  know  what  I am  . 
doing.  We  must  have  a full  understanding  on  all  points,  and  I regard  ' 
the  civil  or  political  questions  as  inseparable  from  the  military  in  this . 
contest. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  my  objections  to  the  idea  of  with- 
drawing this  army  from  its  present  position.  Every  day’s  reflection  but  . 
serves  to  strengthen  my  conviction  that  the  true  policy  is  to  re-enforce  1 
this  army  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  by  every  available  man  and  • 
to  allow  it  to  resume  the  offensive  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I am,  general,  your  sincere  friend, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan 
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Fort  Monroe,  August  1, 1862 — 5 p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Mansfield 
at  Suffolk.  I have  written  to  you  by  to-day^s  mail,  in  regard  to  my 
force  here  and  at  Suffolk : * 

Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

The  enemy  has  been  re-enforced  in  caval^,  and  numbers  800  in  my  front.  Our 
scouts  will  soon  be  shut  in  here,  and  they  will  do  as  they  please  with  the  railroads 
beyond  us — all  for  the  want  of  cavalry  here. 

MANSFIELD. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  near  Harrison^s  Landing^  Va,^  August  1,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Charles  S.  Olden, 

Governor  of  New  Jersey^  Trenton: 

Sir  : I ha\e  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  22d  ultimo.t 

I am  much  gratified  by  the  consideration  you  have  given  to  my  sug- 
gestions, and  am  encouraged  in  the  belief  that  the  wise  course  you  are 
pursuing  will  still  maintain  for  New  Jersey  the  honorable  position  she 
won  early  in  the  struggle,  by  prompth^  filling  up  the  regiments  which 
have  done  her  so  much  honor  and  the  country  such  good  service. 

I beg  leave  to  ask  Your  Excellency’s  attention  to  the  inquiry.  Whether 
the  difficulty  you  apprehend  in  recruiting  for  the  old  regiments  might 
not  be  met  by  consolidating  the  present  thin  companies,  so  as  to  fill 
them  to  the  standard,  and  raising  new  companies  to  fill  up  the  regi- 
ments? 

The  leaven  of  veteran  companies  would  soon  make  soldiers  of  the 
whole  regiment  j and  I presume  the  knowledge  that  the  men  would  be 
better  cared  for  and  would  share  the  prestige  of  the  old  colors,  the 
prospect  of  immediate  service  and  the  more  liberal  bounties,  would 
more  than  counterbalance  the  supposed  advantage  to  be  gained  from 
the  appointment  of  new  field  officers.  At  all  events  I think  the  soldiers 
we  should  add  immediately  to  the  old  regiments  by  this  would  be 
worth  much  more  to  us  than  double  their  number  in  new  ones,  which 
could  not  be  expected  to  take  the  field  for  months.  Just  now  time 
counts  for  many  men. 

Siucerely  thanking  you  for  the  kind  expressions  contained  in  your 
letter,  I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  August  2, 1862. 


Major-General  Halleck: 

My  Dear  General:  We  have  not  received  the  order  we  expected 


1 


Reference  is  probably  to  letter  of  July  31,  next  preceding. 
tNot  found. 
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from  you  assuming  the  command  of  the  Army.  I nevertheless  take  the 
liberty  of  writing  to  you  in  regard  to  this  post.  I have  only  500  men 
in  the  fort,  half  of  them  armed  only  with  swords.  There  should  be  a 
regiment  of  artillery.  I have  asked  for  Colonel  Gibson  (captain  in  the 
Eegular  Army)  ahd  his  regiment  near  Washington.  He  is  just  the 
man  for  this  post.  Everything  about  it  is  dirty  in  the  extreme.  Major 
Eoberts,  the  commanding  officer,  has  an  excuse  in  the  small  number  of 
men,  which  is  not  sufficient  for  guard  and  police  duty.  I trust  the  im- 
portance of  this  command  (though  I could  have  no  personal  objection) 
may  not  be  increased  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 5 a 
measure,  as  I learn,  still  under  consideration.  I cannot  err,  I am  sure, 
when  I say  it  would  be  nearly  fatal.  It  would  break  the  spirit  of  the 
country,  now  exceedingly  depressed  in  some  quarters,  and  go  very  far 
to  insure  intervention  from  abroad.  If  we  can  ever  reach  Eichmond, 
it  seems  to  me  the  object  can  be  best  effected  from  the  position  we  now 
occupy.  At  all  events  I feel  a painful  conviction  that  we  cannot  bear 
a retrograde  movement  at  this  moment.  I have  conversed  freely  with 
General  Burnside  on  this  subject  before  you  were  here  and  since  his 
return,  and  he  concurs  with  me  entirely. 

Excuse  these  suggestions,  and  believe  me,  respectfully  and  truly, 
yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Xo.  146.  1 Gamp  near  Harrison^ s Landing.  Va.,  Aug.  2, 1862. 

Commanders  of  army  corps,  divisions,  brigades,  and  regiments  are 
held  responsible  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  following  directions : 

1.  Brigade  and  regimental  quartermasters  and  commissaries,  as  well 
as  sutlers,  must  be  located  within  the  lines  of  their  respective  com- 
mands or  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

2.  Officers  and  enlisted  men  will  not  be  detached  from  their  respective 
companies  and  regiments  except  when  absolutely  necessary  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  military  service. 

Pioneers  shall  not  be  detached  from  their  companies. 

Guards  for  the  different  headquarters  and  for  their  respective  com- 
mands shall  be  turned  off*  daily,  and  the  men  will  not  be  used  for  me- 
nial service. 

3.  Officers  responsible  for  public  property  must  account  for  the  same 
as  required  by  Army  Eegulations. 

4.  Special  reports  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  absent  from  each 
regiment  and  independent  command  will  be  made  to  these  headquarters, 
through  the  regular  channels,  every  Sunday  morning.  The  reports 
will  state  where  and  by  whose  authority  the  officers  or  men  are  absent, 
and,  if  absent  on  duty,  the  nature  of  such  duty.  They  will  be  signed 
by  the  several  commanders  through  whose  headquarters  they  pass. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[August  2, 1862. — For  General  Orders,  No.  147,  organizing  the  Am- 
bulance Corps,  see  Vol.  XI,  Part  1,  pp.  217-219.] 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ko.  150.  j Camp  near  Harrison’’ s Landing^  Fa.,  Aug.  2,  ^62. 

The  suggestions  and  recommendations  contained  in  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  medical  director  of  this  army  and  the  directions  for  cook- 
ing appended  thereto  are  published  for  the  information  and  guidance 
of  all  concerned,  and  it  is  enjoined  upon  corps  and  other  commanders 
to  see  that  they  are  fully  carried  out. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistan t Adjutant-  General. 

[Extracts.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Medical  Director’s  Office, 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing ^ Fa.,  July  18,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  extract  from  a 
report  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  this  army,  taken  from  the  latest  re- 
ports made  to  this  office  by  the  medical  directors  of  corps,  and  to  pre- 
sent to  you  certain  suggestions  for  removing  the  causes  of  disease  and 
improving  the  general  condition  of  the  men: 

* * # * * # 

The  diseases  prevailing  in  our  own  army  are  generally  of  a mild  type 
and  are  not  increasing ; their  chief  causes  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  want 
of  proper  food  (and  that  improperly  prepared),  exposure  to  the  malaria 
of  swamps  and  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  excessive  fatigue  and 
want  of  natural  rest,  combined  with  great  excitement  of  several  days’ 
duration  and  the  exhaustion  consequent  thereon.  I would  recommend, 
to  remedy  these  evils,  that  food,  with  an  abundance  of  fresh  vegetables, 
shelter,  rest,  with  a moderate  amount  of  exercise,  be  given  all  the  troops, 
and  general  and  personal  police  be  enforced.  To  accomplish  this,  I 
wouhl  suggest  that  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  onions  and  potatoes 
be  used  by  the  troops  daily  for  a fortnight  and  thereafter  at  least  twice 
a week,  cost  what  they  may;  that  the  desiccated  vegetables,  dried  apples 
or  peaches,  and  pickles  be  used  thrice  a week  ; that  a supply  of  fresh 
bread,  by  floating  ovens  or  other  methods,  be  distributed  at  least  three 
times  a week;  that  the  food  be  prepared  by  companies  and  not  by 
squads,  and  that  there  be  two  men  detailed  from  each  company  as 
permanent  cooks,  to  be  governed  in  making  the  soups  and  cooking  by 
the  inclosed  directions ; that  wells  be  dug  as  deep  as  the  water  will 
permit.  That  the  troops  be  provided  with  tents,  or  other  shelter,  to 
protect  them  from  the  sun  and  rain,  which  shall  be  raised  daily  and 
struck  once  a week  and  placed  upon  new  ground  ;•  the  tentes  d’abri  also 
to  be  placed  over  new  ground  once  a week;  that  the  men  be  required 
to  cut  pine  tops,  spread  them  thickly  in  their  tents,  and  not  sleep  on 
the  ground ; that  camps  be  formed  not  in  the  woods,  but  a short  dis- 
tance from  them,  where  a free  circulation  of  pure  air  can  be  procured, 
and  where  the  ground  has  been  exposed  to  the  sun  and  air  to  such  an 
! extent  as  to  vitiate  the  noxious  exhalations  from  damp  ground,  satu- 
I rated  with  the  emanations  from  the  human  body  and  from  the  decaying 
i vegetation.  Sleep  during  the  day  will  not  compensate  for  the  loss  of 
it  at  night ; that  not  more  than  two  drills  per  day  be  had,  one  in  the 
morning  from  6.15  to  7,  and  one  in  the  evening  from  6.30  to  7.15;  that 
the  men  be  allowed  to  sleep  until  sunrise,  and  that  they  have  their 
breakfast  as  soon  as  they  rise;  this,  with  the  labor  required  for  policing, 
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will  be  sufficient  during  tbe  present  season.  That  when  troops  are  to 
march  they  should  have  breaklast,  if  only  a cup  of  coffee,  before  start- 
ing, and  after  their  arrival  in  camp  each  man  be  given  a gill  of  whisky  in 
a canteen  three-fourths  filled  with  water.  I would  also  recommend  that 
the  strictest  attention  be  paid  to  policing,  general  and  special ; that  all 
the  troops  be  compelled  to  bathe  once  a week — a regiment  at  a time,  if 
possible,  being  marched  to  the  river  from  a brigade  one  hour  after  sun- 
rise or  an  hour  and  a half  before  sunset — to  remain  in  the  water  fifteen 
minutes ; that  sinks  be  dug  and  used,  6 inches  of  earth  being  thrown 
into  them  daily,  and  when  filled  to  within  2 feet  of  the  surface  new  sinks 
be  dug  and  the  old  ones  filled  up  j that  holes  be  dug  at  each  company 
kitchen  for  the  refuse  matter  and  filled  in  like  manner  j that  the  entire 
grounds  of  each  regiment  be  thoroughly  policed  every  day,  and  the  re- 
fuse matter,  including  that  from  stables  and  wagon  yards,  buried  2 feet 
below  the  surface  or  burned;  that  dead  animals  and  the  blood  and  offal 
from  slaughtered  animals  be  not  merely  covered  with  a layer  of  earth, 
but  buried  at  least  4 feet  in  the  ground ; that  the  spaces  between  regi- 
ments be  kept  policed,  and  no  nuisance  whatever  be  allowed  anywhere 
within  the  limits  of  this  army,  and  that  regimental  commanders  be  held 
strictly  accountable  that  this  most  important  matter  is  attended  to.  I 
think  if  these  suggestions  be  carried  into  effect  that  we  may  with  reason 
expect  the  health  of  this  army  to  be  in  as  good  a state  as  that  of  any 
army  in  the  field. 

##*#*## 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JO^^ATHAN  LETTEKMA^l, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  U.  S.  A., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Directions  for  cooking  in  camp. 

The  importance  of  soup  as  a diet  for  troops  is  not  sufficiently  appre- 
hended except  by  veteran  soldiers,  those  of  experience  in  the  field.  It 
cannot  be  too  highly  esteemed,  and  should  be  used  to  a much  greater 
extent  than  it  is.  Bean  soup,  when  properly  made,  is  one  of  the  best 
that  can  be  used ; when  improperly  made,  one  of  the  worst.  Tbe  beaus 
must  be  washed,  steeped  in  water  overnight,  put  on  the  fire  at  reveille, 
and  boiled  slowly  for  six  hours ; a piece  of  pork,  say  one  ration  for  three 
men,  put  in  three  hours  before  dinner;  this,  eaten  with  a little  pepper 
and  vinegar,  makes  a wholesome  and  palatable  dish.  The  cooking  is 
everything;  if  not  well  done,  it  is  positively  injurious;  if  well  done,  it 
is  wholesome.  The  great  principle  in  making  soup  is  that  it  must  be 
boiled  slowly  and  for  a long  time ; it  cannot  be  boiled  too  much.  In 
making  beef  soup  all  the  bones  should  be  used,  together  with  half  ra- 
tions of  beef,  rice,  and  desiccated  and  fresh  vegetables,  with  salt  and 
pepper;  tbe  desiccated  vegetables  should  be  steeped  in  water  for  two 
hours,  and  boiled  with  the  soup  for  three  hours ; the  rice  should  be 
added,  after  having  been  washed  half  an  hour  before  the  soup  is  served; 
the  beef  must  first  be  put  in  cold  water,  and  the  soup  kept  at  a low  boil 
for  five  hours.  Beef  should  not  in  any -case  be  used  for  cooking  until 
cold.  Hard  bread  will  be  more  palatable  and  more  easy  of  digestion  if 
placed  in  tbe  asbes  until  tborougbly  beated ; it  can  also  be  improved  by 
breaking  it  in  pieces  an  inch  or  two  square  and  soaking  it  thoroughly  in 
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warm  water,  then  placing  it  in  a frying-pan  with  a few  slices  of  pork, 
and  cooked  for  five  minutes,  stirring  it,  that  all  may  be  cooked  alike. 
Such  portions  of  beef  as  are  not  used  in  making  soup  should  be  cut  in 
I>ieces  about  the  size  of  a hen’s  egg,  with  half  a ration  of  potatoes  and 
a small -sized  onion  cut  in  slices  to  one  man,  and  half  a ration  of  desic- 
cated vegetables  previously  soaked  in  cold  water  for  an  hour,  with  a 
few  small  pieces  of  pork,  adding  salt  and  pepper,  with  water  sufficient 
to  cover  well  the  ingredients,  and  stewed  slowly  for  three  hours,  will 
make  an  excellent  dish.  Beef  that  is  not  used  thus  should  be  cooked 
on  coals  or  held  before  them  on  a stick  or  fork,  and  no  salt  or  pepper 
put  on  until  cooked  j the  salt  put  on  before  cooking  only  assists  in  ab- 
stracting the  juices  of  the  meat  and  in  making  it  dry  and  hard  when 
cooked.  The  secret  in  using  the  desiccated  vegetables  is  in  having 
them  thoroughly  cooked.  The  want  of  this  has  given  rise  to  a preju- 
dice against  them  which  is  unfounded ; it  is  the  fault  of  the  cooking, 
and  not  of  the  vegetables.  Pork  should  be  boiled  three  hours,  having 
been  previously  soaked  in  water,  to  abstract  the  salt,  for  three  hours, 
the  water  being  changed  twice  in  that  timej  when  cold  and  cut  in 
slices,  with  a piece  of  bread  and  a slice  of  onion,  it  makes  an  excellent 
lunch ; cut  in  slices  and  toasted  over  coals  it  is  sweet  and  good.  Coffee 
should  be  roasted  over  a slow  fire,  constantly  stirring  it  until  it  becomes 
of  a chestnut-brown  color,  and  not  burnt,  as  is  so  commonly  done.  It 
should  be  boiled  for  twenty  minutes,  set  one  side,  sweetened,  well  stirred, 
and  a little  cold  water  added  to  cause  the  grounds  to  settle.  Cabbage 
is  more  wholesome  when  cut  in  shreds  and  eaten  with  a little  vinegar, 
pepper,  and  salt,  than  when  cooked.  All  fried  meats  are  unwholesome  5 
they  should  be  boiled  or  broiled. 

JONATHAN  LETTEEMAII, 
Surgeon  mid  Medical  Director^  Army  of  the  Potomac* 


Berkeley,  August  3,  1862—11.30  p.  m. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commander4n-  Chief  U.  S.  Army : 

I need  several  more  large  ferry-boats  immediately  to  maintain  proper 
communication  with  south  side  of  James  Kiver.  There  should  be  no 
delay  in  sending  them.  I have  asked  for  them  several  times. 

Our  information  tends  to.  the  belief  that  there  is  a large  force  be- 
tween Petersburg  and  Eichmond,  as  well  as  on  north  side  of  the  James 
Eiver. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  3,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General,  Washington : 

It  is  indispensable  that  I have  more  ferry-boats.  Please  send  them 
forward  as  soon  as  possible. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Westover  Landing^  Fa.,  August  3,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williaihs, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  request  that  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Mar- 
tindale,  commanding  First  Brigade,  MorelFs  division,  be  relieved  from 
duty  with  this  army  corps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  July,  immediately  after  the  defeat  of  the 
rebel  army  and  while  our  army  was  being  withdrawn  from  Malvern  Hill, 
Brigadier- General  Martindale  did  propose  to  one  or  more  officers  of  this 
command  or  in  their  hearing,  and  to  one  of&cer  of  influence  and  rank 
of  his  own  brigade  in  a manner  to  influence  his  judgment,  ^^to  lay  down 
their  arms;  surrender  to  the  enemy  while  they  could  obtain  terms.” 

Immediately  after  making  this  proposition  General  Martindale  did 
leave  his  command  and  proceed  to  the  rear,  preceding  by  several  hours 
his  brigade  to  camp. 

These  facts,  which  I am  prepared  to  substantiate,  have  destroyed 
whatever  of  confidence,  as  a general  and  disciplinarian,  I have  had  in 
him  for  the  past  two  months,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  of  his 
brigade.  If  this  application  be  granted,  I desire  General  Martindale 
may  be  informed  of  the  ground  on  which  he  is  relieved. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POBTEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


[Addenda.] 

Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

No.  280.  ) Washington,  October  6,  1862. 

I.  A court  of  inquiry  is  hereby  appointed  to  meet  in  this  city  on  the 
8th  instant,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to  investigate  the 
charges  against  Brigadier-General  Martindale. 

Detail  for  the  court. — Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Harney,  U.  S.  Army ; Brig. 
Gen.  Silas  Casey,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Brig.  Gen.  David  B.  Birney,  H. 
S.  Volunteers. 

# * * # * * # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  ) War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

No.  178.  ) Washington,  October  31,  1862. 

I.  The  court  of  inquiry  appointed  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
D.  0.,  on  the  8th  instant,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  280,  dated 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant- General’s  Office,  Washington, 
October  6,  1862,  and  of  which  Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Harney,  U.  S.  Army, 
is  president,  has  investigated  the  charge  preferred  by  Maj.  Gen.  Fitz 
John  Porter  against  Brigadier-General  Martindale,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

It  being  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  the  charge  against  Brigadier- 
General  Martindale  is  disproved,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  service 
do  not  require  the  further  investigation  of  the  subject-matter  of  the 
inquiry,  Brigadier-General  Martindale  is  restored  to  duty. 
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11.  The  court  of  inquiry  of  wliicli  Brigadier-General  Harney,  U.  S. 
^rmy,  is  president,  is  dissolved. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

August  4,  1862. 

d^ajor-General  Halleck, 

Commanding  the  Army : 

On  the  10th  July,  in  answer  to  General  McClellan’s  call  for  ferry-boats 
he  only  two  ferry-boats  at  this  place,  the  Tallacca  and  the  Chancellor 
jivingston,  were  sent  to  him.  Two  tug  boats,  tbe  Maryland  and  the 
^few  Haven,  which  could  be  used  as  ferry-boats,  were  sent  at  the  same 
Ime.  Two  ferry-boats,  the  Star  and  the  Eagle,  now  under  repairs 
n Baltimore,  are  ordered  to  be  got  ready  and  sent  to  him  as  speedily 
IS  possible.  All  other  ferry-boats,  if  any,  under  control  of  the  Quarter- 
naster’s  Department  were  within  his  command  or  serving  in  other  de- 
)artments  out  of  reach. 

There  were  on  the  21st  July  about  thirty  steamboats  anchored  oH 
larrison’s  Landing,  with  a large  fleet  of  sailing  vessels  and  barges  and 
;anal-boats,  all  at  the  disposal  of  the  commander  of  the  Aimj^  of  the 
?otomac.  I doubt  whether  any  army  ever  had  at  command  larger  means 
)f  water  transportation  on  any  inland  river. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  John  Tucker,  leaves  this  city  for 
:^ew  York  this  afternoon  to  endeavor  to  procure  two  or  three  more 
arge  ferry-boats  for  James  Eiver.  I doubt  whether  they  can  reach 
Jarrison’s  Landing  in  time  to  be  of  any  use. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 

P.  S. — I write  this  note  because  I see  General  McClellan  informs  you 
|hat  he  has  asked  several  times  for  ferry-boats.  I remember  only  the 
•equest  about  the  10th  of  July,  and  I then  sent  all  we  had  here,  and 
irdered  those  repairing  at  Baltimore  to  be  completed  and  forwarded. 
There  has  been  no  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Quartermaster’s  Depart- 
nent. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  City,  August  4,  1862. 
Ilaj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General  : Your  dispatch  of  yesterday,  calling  for  ferry-boats,  was 
feceived  this  morning.  I have  also  seen  a dispatch  from  you  to  General 
Jalleck,  stating  that  you  had  asked  for  ferry-boats  several  times.  On 
he  10th  of  July,  when  I was  first  informed  of  your  need  of  such  boats, 
[ ordered  all  the  ferry-boats  or  boats  which  could  be  used  as  ferry-boats 
vhich  were  then  in  the  control  of  this  department  to  be  sent  to  you. 
Che  steam  ferry-boats  Tallacca  and  Chancellor  Livingston  were  sent 
it  once,  with  orders  to  report  to  Colonel  Ingalls,  chief  quartermaster, 
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at  Harrison’s  Bar.  The  tug  boats  Maryland  and  New  Haven,  which, 
though  not  regular  ferry-boats,  can  be  used  as  such,  were  sent  the  same 
day.  The  only  other  ferry-boats  at  the  disposal  of  the  Quartermaster’s 
Department  were  the  Star  and  the  Eagle,  both  of  which  were  being  re- 
l)aii  ed  in  Baltimore,  and  orders  were  given  to  the  quartermaster  at  that 
post  to  hasten  their  repairs  and  dispatch  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
One  of  them  is,  I understand,  just  ready  for  service,  and  will  be  for- 
warded. The  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  John  Tucker,  goes  this 
afternoon  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York  to  see  whether  he  can  obtain 
three  or  four  more  ferry-boats.  If  he  can,  they  will  be  dispatched. 

As  these  boats  are  not  fit  for  sea  voyages  except  in  the  most  moderate 
weather,  it  is  doubtful,  even  if  he  can  obtain  them,  whether  they  can 
reach  you  in  time  to  be  of  any  use.  Such  boats  can  only  be  obtained 
by  taking  them  oft*  the  ferries  in  which  they  find  constant  employment, 
and,  as  their  removal  is  very  inconvenient  to  the  public,  it  is  difficult 
to  get  them.  Had  your  disi)atch  named  the  exact  number  of  boats  you 
needed  or  the  number  of  troops  it  was  necessary  to  carry  at  once  I 
should  have  had  some  guide;  but  a general  requisition  for  ferry-boats 
leaves  me  in  the  dark. 

I thought  in  sending  you  at  once  four  boats  and  ordering  two  more 
to  be  dispatched  as  soon  as  their  repairs  could  be  completed  that  I 
was  fully  meeting  your  request.  There  is  a large  number  of  steamers 
on  the  river  at  Harrison’s  Bar ; some  thirty  were  there  on  the  25th 
ultimo,  with  a large  fleet  of  vessels  and  barges,  which,  towed  by  the 
steamers,  could  move  a very  large  number  of  troops. 

I estimate  the  total  capacity  of  the  steamers  alone  at  Harrison’s  Land-  I 
ing  at  nearly  24,000  men  per  trip.  At  Fort  Monroe  arc  many  more. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  - 

’ M.  0.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-  General. 


^ Office  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Harrison^  Landing.  Fu.,  August  4,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  : In  reply  to  the  circular  of  this  date  from  headquarters, 
relative  to  the  number  of  days’  rations  on  hand  at  this  place,  I have 
the  honor  to  state  that  the  entire  command  has  in  its  possession,  ex- 
clusive of  to-day,  not  less  than  four  days’  rations,  except  Hooker’s 
division,  which  has  three  days’  rations  on  hand. 

As  nearly  as  we  can  estimate  there  are  now  nine  days’  rations  of  most 
of  the  i^rincipal  articles  of  the  ration  on  shore  at  the  western  depot, 
except  of  hard  bread  and  flour,  of  which  there  are  two  days’  supply  on 
shore. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  over  fifty  days’  rations  for  this 
army  on  board  of  transports  in  this  harbor. 

Steamers  with  beef  cattle  are  arriving  every  day  or  two;  there  are 
seven  or  eight  days’  [rations]  of  that  article  now  on  hand. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ H.  F.  CLABKE, 

Colonel,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  4,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  following  occur- 
rence : 

On  the  day  before  yesterday,  as  is  reported  by  the  commander  of  one 
ot  our  gunboats  lying  near  Jamestown  Island,  a white  flag  was  observed 
to  wave  upon  the  slioie.  Upon  sending  a boat  to  ascertain  the  cause 
she  was  fired  into  by  a party  of  troops  secreted  in  the  bushes.  During 
hostilities  between  civilized  belligerents  the  white  flag  is  invested  with 
a sacred  character.  Parties  invited  to  converse  under  it  enjoy  immu- 
nity from  attack. 

It  has  been  my  purpose  to  conduct  the  military  operations  for  which 
1 am  responsible  with  due  regard  to  the  obligations  imposed  upon 
militants  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  civilized  warfare.  I trust  not  to 
be  driven  to  the  alternative  of  resorting  to  retaliatory  measures  to  in- 
duce the  troops  of  your  army  to  acknowledge  those  obligations  as  far 
as  my  command  is  concerned. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN', 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Berkeley,  August  5, 1862—7  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  1.20  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday*  received  and  is  being  carried  out  as 
])roiuptly  as  possible  with  the  means  at  my  command.  No  human 
l)ower  could  have  moved  the  sick  in  the  time  you  say  you  expected 
them  to  be  moved. 


Judging  from  the  cannonading  now  going  on,  Hooker’s  command 
is  sharply  engaged  this  morning.  1 go  to  the  front  in  a few  minutes. 
The  enemy  threatened  us  last  night  on  the  other  side  of  James  Eiver. 
All  passed  quietly,  however. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan-, 

Major-General. 


Ad.jutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington,  D.  (7.,  August  5,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Geo  rue  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  James  River : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  in- 
dorsement of  tlie  29tb  uliimo,  forwarding  lists  of  worthy  officers  and 
eidisted  men  of  the  volunteer  forces,  with  the  view  of  their  being  pro- 
moted by  their  Excellencies  the  respective  Governors.  The  said  lists 
have  been  separated,  as  requested  by  jmu,  and  forwarded,  indorsed  as 
follows,  viz : 

Tlie  inclosed  lists,  with  those  for  other  States,  were  received  at  this  ofdce  from  Major- 
Ceneral  McClellan,  with  his  indorsement  herewith. 


See  McClellan’s  report,  Scries  I,  Vol.  XI,  Part  I,  p.  82. 
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In  accordance  Avith  his  recommendation  these  lists  are  respectfully  forwarded  to 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  , with  full  concurrence  in  the  request  made  hy 

General  McClellan. 

It  is  respectfully  requested  that  copies  be  made  for  the  State  records  and  the  orig- 
inals then  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  AOjatanl-General. 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  John  Cochrane, 

Washington^  D.  G. : 


Camp  on  James  River, 

August  5,  1862. 


We  have  retaken  Malvern  Hill  to-day,  and  from  the  way  I am  told 
the  enemy  behaved  I am  convinced  that  if  we  had  a re-euforcemeiit  of 
20,000  men  we  could  walk  straight  into  Richmond.  Do  represent  this 
in  the  right  quarter. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 

Brevet  Major-General^  U.  S.  Army. 


Approved. 


R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

August  5,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 


I have  had  submitted  to  me  the  orders  sent  to  General  McClellan, 
and  I must  say  I never  was  more  astonished  than  at  their  contents. 
The  Avithdrawal  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  be  the  most  suicidai 
act  that  any  administration  could  commit,  and  be  attended  with  every 
disaster  that  could  befall  our  army — causing  its  utter  demoralization 
and  total  destruction  and  the  waste  of  all  its  vast  equii)age — and  1 must 
say,  if  anything  can,  would  entirely  ruin  the  Union  cause  by  its  entire 
destruction.  I can  now  speak  advisedly  upon  its  position  and  that  of 
the  naval  force  which  I command.  My  stand  point  of  view  is  different 
from  that  of  any  other  person  in  the  country,  and  although  I have  not 
ventured,  as  others,  to  express  the  opinions  I entertain,  1 deem  it  im- 
perative on  me  now  to  state  what  they  are. 

The  naval  force  has  now  under  its  control  the  su])ply  of  the  army,  and 
I indulge  in  no  fears  of  keeping  it  entirely  free  from  any  serious  impedi- 
ment. The  force  I have  is  not  entirely  sufficient  to  begin  active  oj)era- 
tions,  but  the  moment  I receive  the  additional  vessels  the  Dei)artment 
is  to  supply  me  I am  ready  for  active  offensive  oi)erations,  and  with 
the  aid  of  the  army  on  the  north  bank  of  the  James  River  I have  no 
doubt  that  Richmond  can  be  taken.  It  may  require  hard  knocks,  but- 
success,  I think,  is  finally  certain.  When  Fort  Darling  is  taken  the 
way  will  be  open,  and  a combined  attack  from  the  north  shore  by  the 


CHAP.XXm.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  357 

army  aud  naval  forces  will  be  difficult,  nay  impossible,  to  resist.  My 
information  relative  to  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  is  consistent, 
and,  I think,  trustworthy,  and  my  officers  and  men  are  all  in  spirits, 
and  full  of  energy  to  undertake  their  part  of  the  service.  An  abandon- 
ment of  the  army  position  would  have  a great  effect  to  destroy  the  ani- 
mus of  the  whole  fleet.  The  aid  I could  give  General  McClellan  in  a 
retrograde  movement  would  be  comparatively  trifling,  and  1 have  no 
transportation  to  offer.  The  situation  of  the  army  is  secure  under  any 
event.  Its  position  now  is  strong;  the  several  corps  are  again  re-estab- 
lished, and  all  are  in  excellent  spirits  for  the  coming  campaign  and  the 
investment  and  taking  of  Eichmond.  My  information  is  that  the 
enemy  are  concentrating  their  forces  near  and  around  Petersburg,  and 
there  has  been  a great  withdrawal  of  troops  from  Richmond.  I think 
the  general  impression  among  the  rebels  is  that  it  is  McClellan’s  inten- 
tion to  throw  his  force  across  the  river,  and  while  they  are  under  this 
delusion  the  true  movement  may  be  made  on  Eichmond  along  the 
north  bank  of  the  James  Eiver  as  soon  as  the  communication  by  rail- 
road is  destroyed,  which  it  is  my  intention  to  effect;  and  had  I been 
furnished  with  the  scout  canoes,  to  enable  me  to  reach  them  by  the 
creeks,  the  bridges  and  railroads  would  have  been  ere  this  broken  up 
and  destroyed.  I expressed  to  you  my  woful  disappointment  when  I 
saw  the  character  of  the  boats  sent  me.  I shall  say  nothing  further  on 
this  at  present,  but  it  will  readily  be  seen  on  an  inspection  of  the  map 
how  completely  this  would  operate  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  forces  from 
returning  to  support  those  in  Eichmond.  A combined  movement  by 
General  Pope  with  concentrated  force  and  General  McClellan  at  the 
same  time  would  effect  this  much-desired  object,  I have  no  doubt,  sup- 
ported as  the  latter  would  be  by  the  naval  force  under  iny  command 
acting  in  harmonious  co-operation. 

Thus  much  for  the  onward  progress.  Now  let  me  consider  the  retreat 
and  abandonment  of  the  i)Osition.  In  the  first  place  an  entire  demor- 
alization of  the  troops  and  their  officers  would  take  i:)lace.  There  is  no 
transportation  adequate  to  the  move,  and  all  the  splendid  equipage 
gathered  at  a vast  expense  would  necessarily  have  to  be  destroyed  to 
prevent  falling  into  the  hands  of  the^nemy,  and  as  soon  as  the  rebels 
discovered  this  intention  the  whole  rear  guard  of  this  army  would  be 
sacrificed,  if  not  captured,  and  an  entire  disgrace  fall  upon  the  Union 
cause,  and  well  it  might  be  said  this  great  cause  had  been  deserted. 

As  to  the  time  it  would  take  is  another  consideration,  and  this  could 
not  be  less  than  five  or  six  weeks  at  the  least  if  it  were  done  by  water, 
and  the  rebels,  apprised  of  the  moment,  would  rush  to  the  banks  of  the 
James  Eiver  and  cause  such  annoyances  that  would  make  even  that  route 
very  i)recarious,  and  a series  of  attacks  on  our  part  necessary  to  destroy 
their  batteries,  which  would  be  fully  equal  to  what  is  to  be  encountered 
toward  Eichmond.  Another  course  is  the  only  one  ])0ssible  in  my 
view,  ami  that  is  a retreat  by  laud.  The  Ghickahoininy  and  all  its  sad 
details  of  battle  again  fought  over,  and  by  the  time  the  army  reached 
its  transports  at  Fort  Monroe,  or  higher  up,  its  morale^  spirit,  and 
energy  would  be  entirely  gone,  and  instead  of  being  able  to  re-enforce 
other  army  in  the  field  by  the  Eappahannock,  it  would  have  wasted 
itself  away.  Indeed,  it  would  be  a sad  beacon  for  the  country  and  its 
armies  to  mourn  over,  and  to  raise  the  hopes  and  strength  of  the  rebels 
be  the  greatest  blow  that  the  Union  cause  has  ever  felt.  I trust  in  God 
this  direful  act  will  not  be  carried  out — our  noble  cause  will  be  ruined 
if  it  is — and  that  we  may  be  left  here  to  wend  our  way  to  Richmond. 
General  McClellan  is  confident  as  I am  in  the  result — the  capture  of  the 
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rebel  capital,  and  of  maintaining  the  honor,  safety,  and  glory  of  the 
Union  and  its  Army. 

I pray  you  lay  these  views  before  the  President,  with  a hopeful  wish  : 
on  my  part  that  they  will  be  impressed  on  his  mind  as  forcibly  as  they 
are  on  mine.  Truthful  and  conscientious  1 know^  them  to  be,  and  a firm  i 
conviction  on  my  part,  as  well  as  General  McOlellan’s,  of  the  disaster  j 
which  must  follow  in  the  one  case  a nd  a glorious  termination  in  the  other.  ' 
Eespectf Lilly,  i 

C^HAPLES  WILKES,  | 

Commoflore. 


Headquarters  Eietit  Army  Corps, 

Harrisonl'i  Landiiui,  Ua.,  Aufiust  5,  18()2. . 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staffs  ReadquarterH  Armij  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  Please  say  to  the  major-general  commanding  that  if  not 
called  off  to  him  to-morrow  or  likely  to  be  next  day,  if  it  meets  with  1 
his  ajiproval  I would  like  to  arrange  next  day  to  destioy  all  bridges  : 
over  Powell’s  Greek  and  to  ])usb  to  the  Suffolk  Eailroad,  destroying  all  I 
bridges  over  branches  of  the  Black  water,  which  would  tend  to  delay  the  i 
enemy  moving  down  on  the  right  bank  of  James  Eiver. 

If  it  meets  with  his  approval  I would  like  the  aid  of  some  of  Colonel  ' 
Averell’s  cavalry. 

Will  you  please  give  me  a reply  at  as  early  an  hour  as  possible  to- 
morrow ? 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POETEE, 

Major-  General. 


P.  S. — I expect  by  this  to  secure  for  co-operation  a portion  of  the 
gunboats  now  employed  to  protect  boats  against  artillery  on  the  river; 
at  all  events  for  a short  time.  Other  reasons  will  be  manifest. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Kortiiern  Virginia, 

Near  Richmond,  Augufit  5,  18()2. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General  : I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday’s 
date,  reporting  that  a boat  sent  from  one  of  the  United  States  gun- 
boats near  Jamestown  Island  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  tlie  display  of  a ' 
white  flag  on  the  shore  had  been  fired  into  by  a party  of  troops  secreted  i 
in  the  bushes. 

I regret  the  circumstance,  which,  if  true,  is  unauthorized.  Erom  the  I 
locality  mentioned  1 am  led  to  believe  that  the  i)arty  alluded  to  were  j 
not  soldiers  of  the  army.  It  may  be  lu’obable  that  boats  have  landed  ( 
men  who  by  their  acts  have  exasperated  persons  on  the  river,  who  ( 
took  this  method  to  revenge  their  grievances. 

I am,  mosc  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General^  Commanding. 
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War  Department, 
Washington  Citg,  Angnst  5,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Berkeley : 

I have  no  re-enforceinents  to  send  von. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

OeneraUin- Chief. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va..  Angnst  6,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Btaff: 

General  : I received  your  letter  of  the  4th  yesterday,  instructing 
me  to  send  a command  to  level  embankments  on  the  James  River. 
Commodore  Wilkes  has  taken  upon  himself  to  ascertain  and  advise  me 
where  these  embankments  are.  I do  not  understand  whether  you 
allude  to  the  north  as  well  as  the  south  bank  of  tlie  river. 

The  difficulty  will  be  to  get  a command  to  do  tlie  work.  I have  no 
force  whatever  which  I can  use  unless  I withdraw  a regiment  or  .two 
from  Suffolk,  and  from  recent  indications  I think  this  would  be  very 
hazardous. 

The  enemy’s  force  on  the  Blackwater  has  been  strengthened,  and 
General  Mansfield  has  been  asking  for  re-enforcements.  1 can  spare 
nothing  from  Williamsburg  or  Yorktown,  and  here  I have  for  tlie  foi  t 
only  500  men,  and  at  Camp  Hamilton  only  600  men  fit  for  duty,  to  do 
all  the  guard  service  for  the  hospitals,  now  greatly  extended. 

Commodore  Wilkes  will  see  you  to-morrow  morning,  and  I nslc  the 
further  directions  of  the  commanding  general. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington.,  August  7,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan,  BerJceley: 

My  Dear  General  : Your  private  letter  of  the  1st  instant  was  re- 
ceived a day  or  two  ago,  but  I have  been  too  busy  to  answer  it  soonei-. 

If  you  still  wish  it  I will  order  Barnard  here,  but  I cannot  give  you 
another  engineer  officer  unless  you  take  Benham,  for  you  already  have 
a larger  proportion  than  any  one  else.  I had,  most  of  the  time,  out 
West  only  two,  and  you,  with  no  larger  force,  have  a dozen  engineer 
officers. 

I fully  agree  with  you  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  war  should 
be  conducted,  and  1 believe  the  present  policy  of  the  President  to  be 
conservative. 

I think  some  of  General  Pope’s  orders  very  injudicious,  and  have  so 
advised  him;  but  as  I understand  they  were  shown  to  the  President 
beiore  they  w'ere  issued  I felt  unwilling  to  ask  him  to  countermand 
them.  An  oath  of  allegiance  taken  through  force  is  not  binding,  and 
to  ])ut  over  the  lines  those  who  do  not  take  it  is  only  adding  numbers 
to  the  rebel  army.  What  he  has  made  the  general  rule  should  be  only 
the  exception,  and  I have  so  advised  him. 

1 deeply  regret  that  you  cannot  agree  with  me  as  to  the  necessity  of 
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reiiiiiting  the  old  Army  of  the  Potomac.  I,  however,  have  taken  the 
responsibility  of  doing  so,  and  am  to  risk  my  reputation  on  it.  As  I I 
told  yon  when  at  your  camp,  it  is  my  intention  that  you  shall  command  i 
all  the  troops  in  Virginia  as  soon  as  we  can  get  them  together;  and  ? 
with  the  army  thus  concentrated  I am  certain  that  you  can  take  Eich- 
mond.  I must  beg  of  you,  general,  to  hurry  along  this  movement. 
Your  reputation  as  well  as  mine  may  be  involved  in  its  rapid  execution. 

I cannot  regard  Pope  and  Burnside  as  safe  until  you  re-enforce  them. 
Moreover,  I wish  them  to  be  under  your  immediate  command  for  rea- 
sons which  it  is  not  necessary  to  specify.  As  things  now  are,  with 
separate  commands,  there  will  be  no  concert  of  action,  and  we  daily 
risk  being  attacked  and  defeated  in  detail.  I would  write  you  more 
fully,  but  nearly  all  my  time  is  occupied  with  the  new  drafts  and  enlist- 
ments. They  are  doing  well,  but  several  weeks  must  elapse  before  we 
can  get  the  troops  into  the  field. 

Bragg  seems  to  be  concentrating  a large  force  against  Buell,  and  the 
latter  is  asking  for  re-enforcements.  When  he  will  reach  Chattanooga 
is  a probl^em  I am  unable  to  solve. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  August  7,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Berkeley^  Ya. ; 

General  Burnside  is  without  cavalry  or  artilleiy,  and  in  that  condi- 
tion an  attack  on  him  would  be  disastrous.  There  is  but  one  battalion 
of  cavalry  and  three  effective  batteries  here.  You  must  send  him  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  ordered  with  all  xrossible  'dispatch. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

August  7,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

Have  been  unable  to  furnish  3,000  stand  of  arms  for  the  exchanged 
prisoners  just  received  at  Harrison’s  Lauding  from  Eichmond.  There 
ought  to  be  here  always  at  least  10,000  stand  of  arms.  Will  you  order 
the  Ordnance  Department  to  furnish  some?  The  ordnance  ofBcer 
here.  Lieutenant  Baylor,  tells  me  he  has  an  unanswered  requisition  at 
Washington. 


JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


Haxall’s,  August  8,  1862 — 6 a.  m. 

General  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  The  night  has  passed  off:  quietly.  The  enemy  has  not 
advanced  beyond  Malvern  Hill,  nor  has  he  any  force  to  the  east  of  tlie 
Quaker  road.  But  one  vedette  (mounted)  of  his  has  been  seen  between 
this  and  the  blacksmith  shop,  and  he  retired  on  seeing  my  patrol.  I 
shall  send  a regiment  of  infantiy  and  some  cavalry  forward  this  morn- 
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ing  to  ascertain  more  surely  what  force  the  enemy  has  at  Malvern. 
They  can  easily  do  this  without  risk,  and  it  will  keep  the  rebels  uncer- 
tain as  to  what  our  designs  are.  My  cavalry  had  a good  night’s  rest, 
and,  unless  1 receive  orders  from  you  by  12  m.  to  the  contrary,  I will 
send  AverelFs  cavalry  back  to  him.  Colonel  Kelly,  of  the  Irish  Bri- 
gade, tells  me  that  General  Meagher  is  expected  to-day.  Does  the 
general  commanding  intend  he  shall  command  here?  His  brigade 
was  sent  me  yesterday  by  General  Sumner,  at  my  request,  for  some 
support  to  my  batteries.  This  position  is  a good  one  to  operate  from, 
and  can  easily  be  held.  I have  given  orders  for  two  days’  rations  and 
forage  to  be  brought  out  at  a time. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PLEASONTOK, 
Brigadien-  General^  Commandin g. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Westover,  Va..  August  9,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  ? j , 

Assistmit  Adjutant- General,  Rdgrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  Uniting  the  reports  from  commanding  officers  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  and  using  the  statements  of  negroes  as  far  as 
they  can  be  relied  upon  I gather  as  follows : 

That  the  enemy  have  been  and  are  still  gathering  at  Petersburg,  the 
vicinity  of  which,  on  this  side  of  the  Appomattox,  they  are  intrenching. 
Troops,  followed  by  a large  number  of  wagons,  were  seen  yesterday 
coming  into  Petersburg  from  the  north. 

The  people  on  the  opposite  [side]  of  the  river  are  leaving  their  homes 
and  passing  within  the  lines  of  the  army,  which  extend  some  4 miles 
this  side  of  Prince  George  Court-House. 

The  negroes  are  coming  this  way  whenever  they  can  avoid  the 
guards.  The  people  are  taking  their  household  property,  horses,  cat- 
tle, and  grain  into  Petersburg,  and  say  if  the  war  lasts  a year  longer 
they  will  starve  to  death. 

The  report  among  the  people  is  that  the  raid  of  artillery  opposite  us 
was  to  draw  the  gunboats  from  above  and  below  to  enable  the  other 
artillery  to  be  planted  near  Fort  Powhatan,  but  the  fire  of  the  ships 
alarmed  the  enemy,  and  the  artillery  which  had  started  returned.  All 
is  quiet  on  opposite  side.  Occasionally  scouts  of  the  enemy  are  seen, 
but  always  in  small  numbers. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POETFE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  152.  j Camp  near  Harrison’s  Laridmg,  Va.,  Aug.  9, 1862. 

On  and  after  the  14th  instant  all  requisitions  for  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores,  after  being  signed  by  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  for 
cavalry  and  in  tan  try,  and  by  the  captain  of  the  battery  and  chief  of 
artillery  of  this  army  for  artillery,  will  be  presented  to  the  acting  ord- 
nance ofiicer  of  the  division,  and  in  the  Artillery  Eeserve  to  the  acting 
ordnance  ofiicer  of  that  command.  The  division  ordnance  officers  will 
make  consolidated  requisitions  for  all  stores  required  for  their  divisions. 
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After  being  signed  by  tbe  general  commanding  the  division  their  requi- 
sitions will  be  presented  by  the  division  ordnance  officer  at  the  ord-  j 
nance  depot,  and,  after  being  approved  by  the  chief  of  ordnance,  will  | 
be  immediately  issued  upon.  | 

Eequisi lions  upon  the  ordnance  department  are  not  required  to  be  i 
made  in  duplicate.  ; 

Division  ordnance  officers  will  be  held  responsible  that  the  following  . 
supply  of  ammunition  for  their  divisions  shall  be  kept  constantly  on  | 
hand,  viz,  250  rounds  per  gun,  including  that  in  the  ammunition  i 
chests,  for  artillery;  150  pounds  per  man,  including  that  in  the  car-  ! 
tiidge  boxes,  for  cavalry  and  infantry. 

In  moving,  the  wagons  containing  the  reserve  ammunition  will  be  < 
under  the  control  of  division  ordnance  officers.  Ammunition  wagons  i 
will  be  distinguished  by  a horizontal  stripe,  6 inches  wide,  painted  on 
each  side  of  the  cover — for  artillery  ammunition,  red;  for  cavalry,  yel- 
low; for  infantry,  light  blue.  The  wagons  will  also  be  distinctly  marked 
with  the  number  of  the  corps  and  division  to  which  they  belong  and  1 
the  kind  and  caliber  of  ammunition  contained.  The  main  depot  for 
the  army  will  be  designated  bj^  a crimson  flag,  marked  “Ordnance 
Depot,  U.  S.  A.’^ 

Upon  the  march,  or  when  the  brigades  are  widely  separated  from 
each  other,  the  wagons  containing  the  reserve  ammunition  for  each 
brigade  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  division  commander,  be  turned 
over  to  the  brigade  quartermaster,  who  will  draw  liis  supplies  from  the 
division  ordnance  officer. 

Division  ordnance  officers  will  select  from  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  division  a competent  clerk,  and  from  those 
of  each  brigade  a mechanic  capable  of  repairing  small-arms,  who  will 
be  provided  with  a comiflete  set  of  armorer’s  tools.  If  skilled  in  their 
employment,  each  will  be  paid  40  cents  per  day  by  the  ordnance  de- 
partment. A sergeant  will  also  be  detailed  from  each  division  as  an 
acting  ordnance  sergeant. 

Division  ordnance  officers  will  be  relieved  from  all  duty  with  their 
regiments  and  will  report  for  duty  at  division  headquarters. 

In  condemning  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  officers  will  be  governed 
by  paragraphs  1021,  1022,  and  1023,  Aiiny  Eegulations. 

Unserviceable  stores  will  not  pass  through  division  ordnance  officers, 
but  be  turned  into  the  depot  ordnance  officer,  accompanied  by  dupli- 
cate invoices  and  receipts,  stating  the  exact  condition  of  the  stores. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  acting  ordnance  officers  will  report 
for  further  instructions  to  First  Lieut.  Horace  Porter,  chief  of  ordnance, 
at  the  end  of  the  ordnance  wharf. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  154.  j Camp  near  Harrison^ s Landing,  Uu.,  Aug.  9, 1862. 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  the  attention  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  the  following  executive 
order  by  the  President,  which  has  been  officially  published: 

Executive  Order.]  War  Department,  Washington,  July  2% 

First.  Ordered  that  military  commanders  M'ithin  the  States  of  Virginia,  South  Car- 
olina, Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  Arkansas,  in  an  or- 
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derly  manner,  seize  and  nse  any  property,  real  or  personal,  which  may  be  necessary  or 
convenient  for  their  several  commands  for  supplies  or  for  other  military  purposes;  and 
that  while  property  may  be  destroyed  for  proper  military  objects,  none  shall  be  de- 
stroyed in  wantouuess  or  malice. 

Second.  That  military  and  naval  commanders  shall  employ  as  laborers,  within  and 
from  said  States,  so  many  persons  of  African  descent  as  can  be  advantageously  used 
for  military  or  naval  purposes,  giving  them  reasonable  wages  for  their  labor. 

Third.  That,  as  to  both  property  and  persons  of  African  descent,  accounts  shall  be 
kept  sufficiently  accurate  and  in  detail  to  show  quantities  and  amounts,  and  from 
whom  both  property  and  such  persons  shall  have  come,  as  a basis  upon  which  compensa- 
tion can  be  made  in  proper  cases ; and  the  several  departments  of  this  Government 
shall  attend  to  and  perform  their  appropriate  parts  toward  the  execution  of  these  orders. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Seer ei ary  of  War. 

No  official  copy  of  this  order  has  been  received  at  these  headquar- 
ters, and  the  general  commanding  has  for  this  reason  delayed  the 
issuing  of  a general  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  views  and  directions 
of  the  President.  Some  recent  occurrences  in  this  army  have,  however, 
shown  that  it  has  become  necessary  to  do  so  to  prevent  this  executive 
order  being  made  a pretext  for  military  license. 

The  order  of  the  President  accords  so  substantially  with  the  course 
uniformly  pursued  by  this  army  on  this  Peninsula  under  the  orders 
and  instructions  of  the  general  commanding,  that  no  material  change 
in  any  respect  is  required  thereby  in  its  conduct  and  government. 

Personal  property  necessary  or  convenient  for  supplies  or  other  mili- 
tary purposes  of  this  army  will  be,  as  heretofore,  seized  and  used  by 
the  proper  quartermasters  or  subsistence  officers  upon  the  orders  of 
commanders  of  army  corpsj  or,  in  cases  of  troops  employed  on  detached 
service  where  army  corps  commanders  are  not  accessible,  by  order  of 
the  officer  in  command  of  such  detached  force. 

In  all  cases  the  officers  thus  making  the  seizures  shall  take  an  ac- 
count showing  the  kind  and  quantities  of  property  seized  and  by  whose 
command;  the  amounts  of  its  estimated  value  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  from  whom  the  same  shall  have  come.  Whenever  circum- 
stances admit  of  so  doing  receipts  will  be  given  to  the  owners  or  their 
agents,  specifying  simply  the  particulars  above  mentioned.  Copies  of 
all  such  accounts  and  receipts  will  be  transmitted  in  the  usual  manner 
by  the  officers  making  them  to  these  headquarters. 

All  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  army  are  enjoined  aud  ordered  to  ab- 
stain from  all  seizures  of  private  property  except  in  the  mode  above 
prescribed;  all  other  appropriations  will  be  regarded  and  punished  as 
pilhige.  The  idea  that  private  property  may  be  plundered  with  im- 
punity is  perhaps  the  very  worst  that  can  pervade  an  army.  Maraud- 
ing  degrades  as  men  and  demoralizes  as  soldiers  all  who  engage  in  it 
and  returns  them  to  their  homes  unfitted  for  the  pursuits  of  honest  in- 
dustry. This  army  is  composed  mostly  of  young  men,  and  the  general 
commanding,  to  whose  care  they  are  intrusted,  owes  it  to  the  parents 
who  have  sent  their  sons  and  to  the  communities  that  have  sent  the 
flower  of  their  youth  into  the  military  service  of  their  country  to  warn 
and  restrain  them  from  an  evil  so  pernicious. 

The  order  of  the  President  requires  the  application  of  a similar  rule 
in  the  use  of  real  property.  This,  however,  does  not  apply  to  such  uses 
as  are  inseparable  from  military  operations,  to  wit,  marches,  camps, 
pasturage,  hospitals,  depots,  quarters,  and  damages  occasioned  by  active 
hostilities;  but  no  use  shoukl  be  made  or  injury  done  to  real  property 
beyond  what  is  actually  necessary  or  convenient  for  military  purposes. 

The  destruction  of  any  si^ecies  of  property  in  wahtonness  or  malice 
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is  expressly  prohibited  by  the  President’s  order,  as  well  as  by  the  Arti- 
cles of  War  and  the  usages  of  all  civilized  nations.  All  commanding 
officers  are  earnestly"  enjoined  to  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  on  this 
subject.  Straggling  and  trespassing  are  the  invariable  indications  ot 
a tendency  to  this  description  of  crime. 

Inhabitants,  especially  women  and  children,  remaining  peaceably  at 
their  homes  must  not  be  molested;  and  wherever  commanding  officers 
find  families  peculiarly  exposed  in  their  i)ersons  or  property  to  maraud- 
ing from  this  army,  they  will,  as  heretofore,  so  far  as  they  can  do  so 
with  safety  and  without  detriment  to  the  service,  post  guards  for  their 
protection. 

In  protecting  private  property  no  reference  is  intended  to  persons 
held  to  service  or  labor  by  reason  of  African  descent.  Such  persons 
will  be  regarded  by  this  army,  as  they  heretofore  have  been,  as  occu- 
pying simply  a peculiar  legal  status  under  State  laws,  which  condition 
the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States  are  not  required  to  regard 
at  all  in  districts  where  military  operations  are  made  necessary  by  the 
rebellious  action  of  the  State  governments. 

Persons  subject  to  suspicion  of  hostile  purposes,  residing  or  being 
near  our  forces,  will  be,  as  heretofore,  subject  to  arrest  and  detention 
until  the  cause  or  necessity  is  removed.  All  such  arrested  parties  will 
be  sent,  as  usual,  to  the  provost-marshal-general,  with  a statement  of 
the  facts  in  each  case. 

The  general  commanding  takes  this  occasion  to  remind  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  this  army  that  we  are  engaged  in  supporting  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  in  suppressing  rebellion 
against  their  authority;  that  we  are  not  engaged  in  a war  of  rax)ine, 
revenge,  or  subjugation ; that  this  is  not  a contest  against  populations, 
but  against  armed  forces  and  political  organizations;  that  it  is  a strug- 
gle carried  on  within  the  United  States,  and  should  be  conducted  by  us 
upon  the  highest  principles  known  to  Christian  civilization. 

Since  this  army  commenced  active  operations,  persons  of  African  de- 
scent, including  those  held  to  service  or  labor  under  State  laws,  have 
always  been  received,  protected,  and  employed  as  laborers  at  wages. 
Hereafter  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  provost-marshal-general  to  cause 
lists  to  be  made  of  all  persons  of  African  descent  employed  in  this  army 
as  laborers  for  military  purposes,  such  lists  beiug  made  sufficiently 
accurate  and  in  detail  to  show  from  whom  such  persons  shall  have  come. 

Persons  so  subject  and  so  employed  have  always  understood  that 
after  being  received  into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  in 
any  capacity  they  could  never  be  reclaimed  by  their  former  holders. 
Except  upon  such  understanding  on  their  i^art  the  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent as  to  this  class  of  persons  would  be  inoperative.  The  general 
commanding  therefore  feels  authorized  to  declare  to  all  such  employ^‘8 
that  they  will  receive  permanent  military  protection  against  any  com- 
pulsory return  to  a condition  of  servitude. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

. August  10,  1862. 


Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Corps: 


General;  On  the  8th  instant  a steamer  from  Port  Monroe  ptissed 
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this  army  carryiD^?  a flag  of  truce  on  its  way  to  City  Point  and  returned 
without  reporting  at  these  headquarters.  The  commandiog  general 
desires  that  an  explanation  be  required  of  the  officers  concerned  of  this 
violation  of  the  requirements  of  military  courtesy  as  well  of  military  rule, 
which  dictate  that  no  communication  be  had  with  the  enemy  through 
a flag  of  truce  except  with  the  consent  and  knowledge  of  the  general 
in  command. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adj^itant- General, 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing,  Ya.,  August  10,  1862. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  your  corps  in  readi-" 
ness  to  march  on  temporary  service  to-mWow  at  2 o^clock  p.  m.  The 
men  will  be  provided  with  40  cartridges  in  boxes  and  two  days^  rations 
in  haversacks. 

Four  days’  extra  rations  of  subsistence  and  three  days’  forage  for 
animals,  with  60  cartridges  per  man,  will  be  loaded  in  wagons  ready  to 
move  with  the  column. 

Such  of  your  well  men  as  have  not  muskets  will  be  supplied  at  once 
by  requisitions  upon  the  ordnance  department  or  from  men  who  are 
sick. 

You  will  give  directions  to  have  such  of  your  old  tents  cut  up  as  may 
be  necessary  to  supply  deficiencies  in  shelter-tents.  The  men  will  march 
as  light  as  possible,  and  will  leave  everything  except  what  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  march. 

The  requirements  of  General  Orders,  No.  153,  from  these  headquarters 
to  be  carried  out  at  once  in  every  particular  where  it  does  not  conflict 
with  these  instructions. 

Should  you  require  more  wagons  than  you  have  you  will  apply  to 
the  chief  quartermaster. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

JAS.  A.  HAKDIE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Aide-de-Camp,  Actg,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  153.  f Gamp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.,  Aug.  10,  ’62. 

I.  The  following  allowance  of  wagons  is  authorized : 

For  the  headquarters  of  an  army  corps,  four. 

For  the  headquarters  of  a division  or  brigade,  three. 

For  a battery  of  light  artillery  or  squadron  of  cavalry,  three. 

For  a full  regiment  of  infantry,  six. 

This  allowance  will  in  no  case  be  exceeded,  but  will  be  reduced  to 
correspond  as  nearly  as  practicable  with  the  number  of  officers  and 
men  actually  present.  All  means  of  transportation  in  excess  of  the 
prescribed  standard  will  be  immediately  turned  in  to  the  depot,  with 
the  exception  of  the  authorized  supply  trains,  which  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  chief  quartermasters  of  corps.  The  chief  quartermaster 
of  this  army  will  direct  the  organization  of  the  supply  trains. 

II.  The  army  must  be  prepared  to  bivouac  when  on  marches  away 
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from  the  depots.  The  allowance  of  tents  will  therefore  be  immediately 
reduced  to  the  following  standard,  and  no  other  accommodations  must 
be  expected  until  a permanent  depot  is  established : 

For  the  headquarters  of  an  army  corps,  division,  or  brigade,  one  wall- 
tent  for  the  general  commanding  and  one  to  every  two  officers  of  his 
staff. 

To  each  full  regiment,  for  the  colonel,  field,  and  staff  officers,  three 
wall-tents. 

For  all  other  commissioned  officers,  one  shelter-tent  each. 

For  every  two  non-commissioned  officers,  soldiers,  officers’  servants, 
aud  camp  followers,  as  far  as  they  can  be  supplied,  one  shelter-tent. 

One  hospital  tent  will  be  allowed  for  office  purposes  at  corps  head- 
quarters, and  one  wall-tent  at  division  and  brigade  headquarters. 

All  tents  in  excess  of  this  allowance  will  be  immediately  turned  in  to 
the  depots. 

Tents  of  other  patterns  required  to  be  exchanged  for  shelter-tents 
will  be  turned  in  as  soon  as  the  latter  can  be  obtained  from  the  Quar- 
termaster’s Department.  Under  no  circumstances  will  they  be  allowed 
to  be  carried  when  the  army  moves. 

III.  The  allowance  of  officers’  baggage  will  be  limited  to  blankets,  a 
small  valise  or  carpet-bag,  and  a reasonable  mess  kit.  All  officers  will 
at  once  reduce  their  baggage  to  this  standard.  The  men  will  carry  no 
baggage  except  blankets  and  shelter-tents.  The  chief  quartermaster 
will  luovide  storage  on  the  transports  for  the  knapsacks  of  the  men  aud 
for  the  officers’  surplus  baggage. 

IV.  Hospital  tents  must  not  be  diverted  from  their  legitimate  use, 
except  for  officers,  as  authorized  in  i)aragra]jh  II. 

V . The  wagons  allowed  to  a regiment  or  battery  must  carry  nothing 
but  forage  for  the  teams,  cooking  utensils  for  the  men,  hospital  stores, 
small  rations,  and  officers’  baggage.  One  of  the  wagons  allowed  for  a 
regiment  will  be  used  exclusively  for  hospital  stores,  under  the  direction 
of  the  regimental  surgeon.  The  wagon  for  regimental  headquarters 
will  carry  grain  for  the  officers’  horses.  At  least  one  aud  a half  of  the 
wagons  allowed  to  a battery  or  squadron  will  carry  grain. 

VI.  Hospital  stores,  ammunition,  quartermaster’s  stores,  and  sub- 
sistence stores  in  bulk  will  be  transported  in  special  trains. 

VII.  Commanding  officers  will  be  held  responsible  that  the  reduction 
above  ordered,  especially  of  officers’  baggage,  is  carried  into  eflect  at 
once,  and  corps  commanders  are  especially  charged  to  see  that  this  re- 
sponsibility is  enforced. 

VIII.  On  all  marches  quartermasters  will  accompany  aud  conduct 
their  trains,  under  the  orders  of  their  commanding  officers,  so  as  never 
to  obstruct  the  movement  of  troops. 

IX.  All  quartermasters  and  commissaries  of  subsistence  will  attend 
in  person  to  the  receipt  and  issue  of  supplies  for  their  commands,  and 
will  keep  themselves  constantly  informed  of  the  situation  of  the  depots, 
roads,  &c. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Abstract  from  Tri-monthly  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Gen.  George  B. 
McClellan  commanding,  for  August  10,  1862. 


Command. 


General  staff 

TJ.  S.  Engineers  (Dnane) 

Engineer  Brigade  (Woodbury) 

Cavalry  division  (Stoneman) 

Escort  to  headquarters  (McIntyre) 

Provost  guard  (A.  Porter) 

Ist  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery 

Quartermaster’s  department  guard  (In- 
galls). 

U.  S.  Signal  Corps  (Myer) 


Total. 


Second  Army  Corps  (Sumner’s) : 

Staff 

Sedgwick’s  division 

French’s  division 

Kimball’s  brigade 

6th  New  York  Cavalry,  Companies  D 
and  K. 

Artillery  Reserve  (Bartlett) 


Total- 


Third  Army  Corps  (Heintzelman’s) : 

Staff.  

Artillery  Reserve  (Bramhall) 

Hooker’s  division 

Kearny’s  division 

Squadron  5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 


Total. 


Fourth  Army  Corps  (Keyes’) : 

Staff 

6th  New  York  Cavalry,  Third  Bat- 
talion. 

Artillery  Reserve  (West)  

First  Division  (Abercrombie’s) 

Second  Division  (Peck’s) 


Total . 


Fifth  Army  Corps  (Fitz  John  Porter’s) : 

Staff  

Artillery  Reserve  (Hunt) 

Morell’s  division 

Sykes’  division  

Seymour’s  division 


Total. 


Sixth  Army  Corps  (Franklin’s) : 

Staff 

6tli  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  detach- 
ment. 

First  Division  (Slocum’s) 

Second  Division  (W.  F.  Smith’s) 


Total. 


Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  and 
vicinity  (Dix). 


Grand  total , 


Present  for 
duty. 


41 

3 

41 

207 

5 

35 

45 

26 

31 


434 


7 

336 

190 

103 

4 

11 


651 


1-2 

9 

329 

333 

2 


685 


9 

7 

14 

272 

338 


640 


6 

33 

225 

105 

270 


729 


238 

296 


1546 


175 
1,041 
4,  969 
125 
684 
979 
299 

108 


8,  380 


7,  857 
4, 180 
2,  217 
82 

317 


14,  653 


320 
7,  863 
7,  553 
118 


15,  854 


92 

302 
6, 128 
7,  243 


13,  765 


750 
5,  949 
4,  724 
7,  361 


18,  784 


445 


4, 130 


105 

6,  997 

7,  184 

14,  286 


9, 196 


94,  918 


§ 


111 
1,  082 
5, 172 
127 
487 
1,  024 
319 


8,  389 


7,  831 
4,  295 
2,  320 
86 

328 


14,  860 


329 
7,475 
7,  536 
120 


'T5,  460 


316 

6,  400 

7,  535 


14,  359 


783 

(T) 

4,  898 
7,  326 


13, 007 


10 


7,  235 
7,  478 


14,  723 


9,  574 


§ 90,  372 


42 
234 
1,  194 
5,  853 
150 
831 
1, 133 
373 

153 


o S 


48 
277 
1,  535 
7,  352 
231 
1,  037 
1,314 
501 

180 


9,  963 


12,  475 


7 

9,  196 
5,118 
2,  916 
98 

387 


17,  722 


8 

11.018 
6,  896 
3,  374 
131 

420 

21,  847 


12 

377 

9,582 

9,146 

130 


13 
409 
12,  660 
12,  748 
143 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


37 


37 


12 


19,  247 


111 

■ 361 

7,  338 

8,  674 


25,  973 


12 

158 

451 
11, 142 
13, 442 


16,493  I 25,205 


906 
7, 165 
5,  545 
8,  280 


21,  902 


2,  312 
9,  943 
7,  309 
10,  743 


30,  313 


10 

121 


7,  866 

8,  860 


16,  857 
10,  892 


113,  076 


10 

162 


10,  147 

11,  888 


22,  207 


11,  738 
149, 758 


44 


82 

18 

10 

16 

126 


26 

17 

43 

20 

343 


* The  original  shows  15,860,  there  being  an  error  either  in  the  total  or  the  items  thereof, 
t Not  reported  on  the  original. 

I Morell’s  division  omitted  on  the  original, 
y Original  shows  544,  an  error  in  addition. 

5 Original  reports  90,772,  but  see  notes  *,  t,  and 
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Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  11,  1862. 

Maj.  Geu.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  : 

General  : I have  just  received  the  communication  of  General  Will- 
iams in  regard  to  the  flag  of  truce  sent  from  here  to  City  Point  last 
week,  and  I regret  exceedingly  that  the  failure  to  report  should  have 
been  regarded  as  a want  of  courtesy  to  you  as  the  general  command- 
ing or  as  a violation  of  military  rule.  Before  I took  command  at  this 
post  and  ever  since  a steamer  has  been  sent  to  City  Point,  with  more 
or  less  regularity  as  to  time,  to  convey  letters  for  our  prisoners  in  the 
insurgent  States,  to  receive  letters  for  theirs,  and  to  land  persons  or- 
dered to  be  sent  through  our  lines  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Of  this 
practice  I supposed  you  were  aware.  The  instructions  have  always 
been  the  same,  to  deliver  the  letters  and  the  persons  sent  under  the 
protection  of  the  flag,  and  return  immediately  to  this  post. 

The  flag  sent  last  week  was  for  these  purposes  and  with  the  usual 
instructions.  As  the  steamer  was  about  leaving  some  ten  or  twelve 
released  prisoners  arrived  here  from  Baltimore,  with  instructions  from 
the  War  Department  to  deliver  them  for  exchange.  Thinking  it  a 
favorable  opportunity  to  get  them  oft*  our  hands  I sent  them  to  City 
Point,  and  took  a receipt,  which  has  been  delivered  to  General  Thomas 
to-day. 

When  you  were  on  the  Chickahominy  it  would  not  have  been  practi- 
cable for  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  flag  to  report,  and  since  the  change 
of  position  to  the  James  Kiver  the  old  routine  has  been  continued  with- 
out adverting  to  the  altered  circumstances.  If,  therefore,  there  is  a 
fault,  it  is  entirely  my  own  and  not  that  of  the  officer ; and  it  has  arisen 
from  my  consti  uction  of  the  obligation  which  a flag  of  truce  imposes 
on  those  who  use  it.  I supposed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  send  the  vessel 
bearing  it  to  her  destination  and  then  to  order  her  back  to  the  point  of 
departure,  without  stopping  anywhere  for  any  purpose,  but  confining 
her  rigidly  both  in  going  and  returning  to  the  specific  purpose  for  which 
she  was  sent. 

With  this  view  of  the  sacred  character  of  the  flag  of  truce,  when  I 
went  to  meet  General  Hill  and  desired  to  see  you  on  my  way  I did  not 
raise  the  flag  until  after  I had  passed  your  headquarters  and  took  it 
down  the  moment  I reached  them  on  my  return.  If  1 am  in  error  it  is 
the  result  of  too  strict  a construction  of  my  duty,  and  I regret  that  it 
should  have  been  considered  as  a departure,  even  through  inadvertence, 
from  the  rules  of  military  subordination  or  courtesy. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add  that  no  flag  will  be  sent  from 
this  post  hereafter  without  instructions  from  you.  When  persons  ar- 
rive here  with  orders  from  the  War  Department  to  be  sent  across  the 
lines  I will  retain  them  and  advise  you. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General, 


Harrison’s  Landing,  August  11,  1862. 

M.  0.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General : 

We  are  embarking  a cavalry  regiment  of  1,000  men  and  horses.  It 
will  require  three  days  for  the  medical  department  to  ship  away  the 
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Sick.  Most  of  our  large  transports  are  used  now  in  that  service  Tf 
we  are  to  embark  from  Yorktown  or  Fort  Mouroe  we  shall  require 
many  of  those  horse  sailing  vessels.  The  command  is  under  orders  to 
move  at  2 to  day  somewhere.  It  we  are  expected  to  arrive  in  time  to 
beat  back  the  rebels  from  the  Potomac  there  should  be  great  haste! 
You  will  recollect  that  it  required  six  weeks’  time  to  transport  this  army 
trom  Alexandria,  where  there  were  very  excellent  facilities.  The  bat- 
teries that  went  to  Aqiiia  recently  were  forty-eight  hours  in  embarking, 
and  we  pushed  them  to  the  utmost.  I refer  to  this  merely  to  serve  fs 

SsYau1n  m/p!;er  ^o 

FUFFS  INGALLS, 

JjWutCTKiut- Colonel  OjUd  Chief  Qudvter'incisteT, 


HaxalFs,  August  11,  1862. 

General  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

wlm^thP  i"u‘®  received.*  Tliere  are  moments 

JItJr  decided  action  is  necessary  to  save  us  from  great  disas- 

ters. I think  such  a moment  has  arrived. 

The  enemy  before  us  is  weak.  A crushing  blow  by  this  army  at  this 

iiOTthTfAm  ^%’h  Jf  ® disconcert  the  troops  of  the  enemy  to  the 
north  ot  us.  That  blow  can  be  made  in  forty-eight  hours.  Two  corns 

by  tliaf  time^^^  position  to  go  wherever  else  they  may  be  ordered 

From  all  I can  learn  there  are  not  36,000  men  between  this  and  Eich- 
^ they  [can]  get  more  before  we  can  whip  them.  I 

mythf^th/generaTwanis!'"  sufficiently  well  to  accomplish 

.rdp«  ht  tUpt  “*1  ^ sliall  willingly  carry  out  the  general’s 

I'his  time  lew  men  ever  attain. 

Destroy  this,  and  whatever  I have  said  shall  not  be  repeated  by  me. 
V ery  truly,  yours,  •’ 

A PLEA80NT0K. 


General  E.  B, 


Haxall’s,  August  11,  1862—8  p.  m. 
Marcy,  > ^ i ^ i . 

Chii-f  of  Staff; 

is  J'ast  reported  from  the  pickets  that  the  enemy  has 
e!  p!hW  making  a good  deal  of  noise  this  afternoon  at\hir- 

ave  ( mWP,l’ impression  that  they  were  rebuilding  it.  I 
qmrfmu  tliini'tLI'®^  strictly  watched  during  the  night  and  shall 
;rip-adrare  Zall  fhonrino  ^ ? intaiitry  regiments  of  the  Irish 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


24  R R—VOL  XI,  PT  III 


* Not  found. 
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Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  August  11, 1862. . 

Number  of  horses  belonging  to  the  regiments  comprising  the  Cavalry  Division. 


First  Brigade,  Colonel  Averell. 


3d  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Owen) 

4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (Colonel  Childs)  

1st  New  York  Cavalry  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Yon  Schickfuss) 
5t]i  United  States  Cavalry  (Captain  McArthur)  - 


Second  Brigade,  General  Pleasonton. 

1st  United  States  Cavalry  (Captain  Beno) 

Cth  United  States  Cavalry  (Captain  Kautz) 

Sthlllino  s Cavalry  (Major Clendenin) 

8th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (Colonel  Gregg) 


Independent  Regiment. 


2,7G5  1 

1 

i 

299 

1 

593  1 

814 

731 

i 

2,  437 

j 

Cth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith). 

Total 

Grand  total  serviceable  and  unserviceable 


018 
5,  820 


C.C, 


Ivespectfully  submitted. 

Brevet  Brigadier- General^  Acting 


A.  J.  ALEXA^EK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  oe  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Harrisoids  Landing.^  Eu.,  August  11,  1862. 

xVs  the  army  is  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  for  a movement  at  a in 
ment’s  notice,  and  to  be  prepared  to  bivouac  until  a,  permanent  dep 
is  established,  the  general  commanding  directs  that  the  allowance 
tents  to  officers  serving  at  these  headquarters  be  reduced  to  one  wa 
tent  for  every  two  officers  and  one  common  tent  for  every  two  office) 
serA^ants.  AU  tents  in  excess  of  this  allowance,  except  such  as  may  ' 
actually  necessary  for  office  purposes,  Avill  be  turned  in  to  the  assista 
(piartermaster  at  headquarters. 

Officers  Avill  be  expected  to  redu(;e  their  baggage,  as  far  as  practii 
ble,  and  especially  to  take  nq  large  trunks  or  boxes,  and  they  will  s 
that  this  reduction  is  extended  to  their  servants  and  to  the  enlist 
men  serving  under  their  orders,  some  of  whom  have  now  more  ba 
gage  than  is  allowed  to  commissioned  officers.  The  surplus  bagga 
sliould  be  plainly  marked  and  turned  OA^er  to  the  assistant  quart 
master,  who  Avill  have  it  stored  on  the  transports. 

These  reductions  must  be  made  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  t 
order  to  inoA^e.  Captain  Dandy  will  reassign  the  Avagons  as  to  co 
form  more  nearly  to  the  diminished  number  of  officers  noAV  serving 
headquarters  aiid  the  reductions  above  ordered. 

By  command  of  Major-Cxeiieral  McClellan  : 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Rarriso7i^s  Landing^  Fa.,  August  IJ,  1862. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  troops  will  move  from  their  present  posi- 
tion to-day,  Imt  commaTiding  officers  will  proceed  to  carry  out  with  all 
possible  dispatch  the  arrangements  prescribed  in  General  Orders,  No. 
lo3,  from  these  headcpiarters,  of  the  10th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
allowance  of  transportation,  tents,  and  baggage. 

By  command  of  Mujor-General  McOlellali : 

[S.  WILLIAMS,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral. 


General  Orders,  ^ W ar  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

No.  101.  j Washington^  August  11,  1862. 

The  following  order  is  published  to  the  Army : 

Executive  Mansion, 

Wasliiiujton,  July  11,  1862. 

Ordered,  That  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck  be  assigned  to  command  the  whole  land 
forces  ol  the  United  States  as  General-in-Chief,  and  that  he  repair  to  this  capital  as 
soon  as  ho  can  Avith  safety  to  the  positions  and  operations  within  the  department  now 
under  his  special  charge. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Major  General  Halleck,  having  been  assigned,  in  accordance  with  the 
above  order  of  the  President,  assumed  command  of  the  Arim^  as  Gen- 
eral-in-Ohief  on  the  23d  of  July,  1862. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adj utant-  G eneral. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

August  12,  1862. 

Col.  D.  D.  Tompkins, 

Assistant  Quarter  master- General^  ICew  Yorlc : 

Charter  and  dispatch  to  Port  Monroe,  to  report  to  General  Dix  and 
await  orders,  a fleet  of  transports.  They  should  be  capable  of  ascend- 
ing the  James,  the  York,  and* the  Potomac  Rivers.  Schooners,  brigs, 
and  ships  going  out  in  ballast  to  load  with  troops,  artillery,  wagons,  and 
horses.  Two  hundred  such  vessels  should  be  dispatched  immediately, 
(chartered  by  the  day  lor  not  less  than  ten  days  and  as  much  longer  as 
the  Governinent  needs  them.  Send  back  with  utmost  dispatch  all 
steamers  bringing  to  New  York  or  other  ports  near  you  sick  from  Har- 
rison’s Landing. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- Gen  era  1. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

• August  12,  1862. 

IMajor-lieneral  McFlellan, 

, Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Jfarrisotds  Bar: 
j General:  I ordered  long  simu*  all  the  steamers  that  could  be  char- 
in  Baltimor(‘,  Plnladel])hia,  N(^w  York,  and  Boston  to  be  sent  to 
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Harrison’s  Bar,  or  if  they  could  uot  ascend  the  river  to  report  at  Fort 
Alonroe  and  await  orders. 

All  that  could  be  cbartered  were  thus  sent  and  added  to  the  fleet 
which  has  been  for  weeks  in  the  Chesapeake  and  James. 

There  Vv'ere  thirty  steamers  at  Harrison’s  Bar  when  I saw  you  there, 
so  reported  to  me  by  Colonel  Ingalls,  ehief  quartermaster  Army  of  the 
Potomac  5 a large  number  at  Hampton  Hoads.  There  were  some  hun- 
dreds of  sailing  vessels  at  Fort  Monroe  and  in  the  James. 

General  Burnside’s  vessels,  bo;h  sail  and  steam,  were  ordered  back 
for  your  use  after  moving  his  troo[)S  to  Aquia  Creek. 

By  sacriticing  the  hay  in  the  vessels  in  the  river,  throwing  over  or  i 
landing  the  deck  load,  which  is  generally  heavy,  I supposed  you  would  j 
have  the  means  ot  moving  from  Fort  Monroe  as  fast  as  the  men  could  1 
be  embarked  and  disembarked.  The  steamers  alone  at  Harrison’s  j 
Landing  were  estimated  to  carry  from  that  distance  at  a single  tri})  i 
20,000  to  25,000  men.  The  embarkation  of  the  wagons  and  horses  will  i 
take  time. 

No  more  steamers  can  be  obtained  without  breaking  up  the  lines  of 
ferries  and  transportation  by  which  the  new  levies  can  be  brought  to 
the  seat  of  war. 

I have  to-day  directed  the  quartermaster  in  Philadelphia  to  send  to 
Fort  Monroe  to  await  orders  all  the  roomy  schooners  he  can  get  in  that 
port,  and  the  quartermaster  at  New  York  to  send  two  hundred  sailing- 
vessels,  if  he  can  get  them,  with  the  same  orders. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General. 


Berkeley,  Va.,  A7/(/ust  12,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 

(Keceived  11.8  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

Information  from  various  sources  received  within  a few  days  past 
goes  to  corroborate  the  evidence  you  have  received  that  the  rebel  army 
at  llichmond  has  been  much  v/eakened  by  detachments  sent  to  Gordons- 
ville,  and  that  the  remaining  forces  have  been  so  much  dis])ersed  be- 
tween Pichmond  and  this  })lace  on  both  sides  James  Piver  as  to  render 
it  doubtful  if  they  can  be  concentrated  again  rapidly.  D.  H.  Hill,  with 
a division  or  more,  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg;  others  are  along 
the  south  bank  of  James  Piver  back  of  Fort  Darling,  and  l am  (piite 
certain  that  Longstreet,  Vvith  about  18,000  men,  now  occu])ies  an  in- 
trenched jiosition,  wdiich  can  ])robably  be  turned,  and  is  about  3 miles 
above  IMalvern  Hill.  1 can  in  forty -eight  hours  advance  on  him  and 
eitlier  drive  him  into  the  works  around  Pichmond  or  defeat  and  cap- 
ture his  force.  Should  1 succeed  in  accomplishing  the  latter  I see  but 
little  difficulty,  if  my  information  t)r  i ve  correct,  in  ])ushing  rapidly  lor- 
ward  into  Pichmond.  This  would  involve  the  co-oi)eration  of  all  my 
available  force,  but  the  (luestion  would  soon  be  decided,  and  if  success- 
ful, I should  require  re-enforcements  to  maintain  my  communications. 

This  effort  would,  it  seems  to  me,  have  the  effect  to  draw  back  the 
forces  now  before  General  Pope,  and  thus  relieve  Washington  from  all 
danger.  One  of  my  general  officers,  who  for  live  days  i)ast  has  held  a 
position  near  Malvmn  Hill,  in  a letter  just  received,  says: 

The  enemy  hefove  us  is  weak,  amt  irom  all  I can  leani  there  is  not  36,000  meu  be- 
tween this  and  Richmond,  nor  do  1 believe  they  can  get  more  before  we  can  drive 
them.  * * * I have  good  guides,  &c. 
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General  Barnard,  chief  of  my  engineers,  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  this 
movement  at  this  time. 

Under  these  circumstances  I consider  it  my  duty  to  present  the  fore- 
going information,  and  for  your  consideration,  as  under  existing  orders 
I do  not  feel  authorized  to  malie  the  movement. 

I shall  continue  to  forward  re-enforcements  and  sick  as  rapidly  as 
transports  arrive,  and  have  given  the  necessary  instructions  to  insure 
no  delay  in  moving  the  army. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN^, 

Major-General. 


Berkeley,  Ya,  August  12,  1862—7  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halle CK : 

One  thousand  and  seven  sick  sent  off  to-dav. 

GEO.'^B.  McCLELLAIS", 

Major-  General. 


Haxall’s,  August  12,  1862 — 9.30  a.  m.. 

General  R.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : The  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the  two  infantry  reo-i- 
nents  of  the  Irish  Brigade  reports  to  me  this  morning  that  he  has  imt 
norethan  650  in  both  regiments,  each  being  about" 300  strong.  He 
ilso  says  that  his  men  are  without  blankets,  &c„  and  are  worn  down 
ivith  the  duties  they  have  lately  performed.  What  these  duties  are  I 
loii’t  know,  but  I imagine  they  want  to  get  away  to  Harrison’s  Landing. 

1 think  It  my  duty  to  report  this  to  you,  for  whatever  men  I have"l 
-vant  them  good  ones. 

I am  highly  xdeased  with  the  conduct  of  my  own  brigade  and  that  of 
he  batteries,  and  should  not  like  to  do  them  the  injustice  of  iilacing 
hem  with  infantry  that  do  not  inspire  confidence.  If,  therefore,  any 
irrangeinents  can  be  effected  to  relieve  these  regiments  by  better  ones 
lie  service  would  be  benelited. 

I should  like  to  be  notified  when  the  troops  on  my  right  are  drawn 
n,  that  I may  xirevent  being  surprised  on  that  side. 

The  enemy  sent  u])  four  white  rockets  in  quick  succession  last  night 
vhout  11  ]).  ni.,  and  have  been  firing  on  my  pickets  pretty  constantlv 
vitliout  advancing.  Two  of  my  men  were  reported  wounded  yesterdav 
ivening.  ' 

Please  send  me  two  or  three  coiiies  of  the  best  map  you  have  of  the 

eninsula.  I wish  to  study  the  roads  and  make  inquiries  (‘oncernino’ 
hem  in  case  I should  require  the  information  en  roxote  to  Yorktowir 
I'ort  Monroe,  or  Richmond.  ’ 

I am,  general,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PLEASONTONT, 
Brigadier -Gener a f Commanding. 


Haxall’s,  August  12,  1862—7  p.  m. 

General  R.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  Pickets  quiet  to-day.  A rebel  officer  came  down  to  the 
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mill  and  called  out  to  our  pickets  that  if  they  did  not  fire  his  pickets  • 
would  not.  No  reply  was  returned. 

The  Port  Eoyal  received  no  orders  to  day  about  firing’  at  Malvern. 

I have  posted  guards  at  Haxall’s  and  Eoyalf  s. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ ^ • A.  PLEASONTON, 

Brigadier- General,  ( hmm and ing. 

The  boats  that  crossed  the  river  last  night  were  contrabands,  that  1 
have  gone  in  to  Harrison’s  Landing. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.,  August  12,  1862. 
Corps  and  other  independent  commanders  will  have  loaded  up  at 
once  six  days’  rations  of  all  the  components  except  meat,  which  will  be 
for  four  days’ — bacon  or  salt  pork. 

Four  dajxs’  short  forage  for  wagon  animals  will  be  carried  in  each 
wagon.  Four  days’  short  forage  for  the  cavalry  and  artillery  horses 
will  also  be  taken. 

When  the  march  commences  all  the  men  must  have  two  days’  rations 
in  their  haversacks.  . . 

Each  man  will  have  his  cartridge  box  filled,  and  60  rounds  additional 
will  be  carried  in  the  wagons. 

The  artillery  ammunition  will  be  limited  to  that  which  can  be  carried 
in  the  limber  boxes  and  caissons.  . - 

The  wagons  will  not  be  loaded  with  over  1,800  pounds,  including  ! 

forage.  . i i I 

As  soon  as  the  wagons  are  loaded  commanders  will  report  to  liead-  | 

quarters  what  number  they  have  disposable.  . . I 

A reasonable  amount  of  axes,  spades,  and  picks  will  be  carried  in  the  | 
division  trains.  S 

These  arrangements  will  be  made  this  day.  | 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan:  | 

[S.  WILLIAMS,]  j: 

Assistant  A djutant-  General.  jj 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  13,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  : 

General  : I deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition 
of  my  command.  The  force  at  this  post  is  so  much  reduced  that  it  is 
impossible  to  perform  the  guard  and  police  duty  reiiuired.  We  have 
only  about  300  men  lor  duty.  The  Fifth  Maryland,  the  only  regiment 
at  Camp  Hamilton,  is  now  doing  guard  duty  every  other  day,  and  1 have 
a statement  from  the  surgeon  that  the  sickness  of  the  troops  is  aug- 
mented by  this  severe  service. 

The  term  of  service  of  three  of  my  regiments  expires  during  the  present 
month.  Two  of  them  are  at  Suffolk,  and  the  third  is  divided  between 
Yorktown,  Fort  Wool,  and  the  hospital  at  Point  Lookout. 

A reference  to  my  monthly  report  forwarded  to-day  will  show  the 
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lecessity  of  re-enforcing’  me  promiitly.  At  tliis  post  especially  I must 
la  ve  another  regiment,  or  the  hospitals  at  Camp  Hamilton  cannot  he 
moperly  guarded. 

Begging  your  early  attention  to  the  subject,  I am,  very  respectfully, 
,our  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Haxall^s,  August  13,  18G2— 6 a.  m. 

jeneral  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

General  : Last  night  the  infantry  pickets  reported  the  enemy  ad- 
:ancing  with  heavy  artillery.  I sent  out  to  see,  and  found  they  had 
liawn  up  the  sluice-gates  at  the  mill  pond,  and  that  the  water  was  flood- 
ug  the  countrv.  I sent  a party,  closed  down  <he  gates,  and  examined 
he  mills,  where  none  of  the  enemy  is  to  be  found. 

1 was  questioning  a contraband  a day  or  two  ago  about  ail  the  roads 
eadiug  to  Eichmond  from  Malvern,  and  I judge  they  have  obliged  the 
larkey  to  communicate  to  them  my  questions.  The  darkey  lives  at  the 
iiill,  and  I did  not  want  to  remove  him  to  excite  suspicion. 

The  enemy  have,  no  doubt,  the  idea  we  are  about  to  advance  on 
iichmond  and  endeavored  to  cut  oh*  the  road  by  water.  This  I con- 
Jder  a sign  of  weakness  on  their  part.  I shall  send  scouts  to-day  to 
jiee  if  they  are  still  on  Malvern. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PLEASOXTOX, 
Brigadier-  Gen  era  ?,  Co  m manding. 


War  Department, 
Washington.,  I).  6'.,  August  14,  1862. 

Jajor-General  McClellan, 

Berheleij,  Va.  : 

Assistant  Secretary  Fox  suggests  that  one  of  the  large  guns  near 
^'ort  Monroe  be  put  in  battery  at  Newport  News,  so  as  to  be  in  readi- 
less  for  the  new  Merrimac.  A telegram  of  last  night  from  General 
^1)6  conlirms  former  reports  that  the  enemy  was  tairly  repulsed  at 
.'edar  Mountain.  He  is  probably  waiting  for  re-enforcements. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

* General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  14,  1862. 

)ol.  D.  Campbell,  Williamshurg : 

I Establisl)  your  headquarters  at  Barham sville  or  EopeFs  Church.  Send 
wo  or  tliree  squadrons  toward  New  Kent  as  far  as  Slater’s  house,  and 
me  or  two  s(iuadrons  from  Barhanisville  toward  Eltham,  about  3 or  4 
niles  out. 


Send  a squadron  to  Diascund  Bridge,  to  communicate  with  Colonel 
^.verell.  Let  all  the  squadrons  you  send  out  remain  constantl^^  on  the 
ilert  at  the  positions  assigned  them  until  relieved.  Should  anytliing 
Kicur,  that  is,  should  the  enemy  be  seen  or  heard  of,  communicate  im- 
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mediately  with  OoloDel  Averell  via  Diascuud  Bridge.  The  squadrons 
sent  out  should  he  placed  in  positions  where  they  can  resist  any  cav^- 
alry  force  that  may  threaten  them.  Yon  will  be  in  position  to-morrow  at 
as  early  an  hour  as  practicable,  and  receive  orders  from  Colonel  Averell. 
Communicate  frequently  with  the  troops  at  new  pontoon  bridge  at  Bar- 
rett’s Ferry,  near  mouth  of  Chickahominy.  General  F.  J.  Porter  will 
cross  the  bridge  to-morrow\ 

Inform  General  Van  Alen  that  you  have  been  ordered  to  advance, 
but  give  him  no  particulars  of  your  movements  or  those  of  this  army. 
General  Van  Alen  will  be  instructed  to  send  you  all  his  cavalry  except 
one  squadron. 

Eegard  this  dispatch  as  confidential. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) . Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  • 

No.  155.*  1 Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing^  Fu.,  Ang.  14,  ’62. 

1.  In  the  contemplated  movement,  unless  otherwise  directed,  the 
train  of  each  division  will  precede  the  division,  arranged  in  the  order 
of  march  of  the  troops,  and  will  be  itself  preceded  % an  advanced 
guard  taken  from  the  division. 

The  train  of  the  reserve  artillery  of  the  corps  will  go  wdth  the  train 
of  the  leading  division. 

Each  quartermaster  and  his  assistants  must  be  with  his  train,  and  re- 
quire it  to  take  at  the  i)roper  time  its  appropriate  place  in  the  column 
and  keep  it,  and  Avill  see  that  his  wagons  do  not  check  the  march  of  the 
troops  or  wagons  in  the  rear. 

2.  Each  regimental  commander  will  be  held  responsible  for  delay 
caused  by  any  wagons  of  the  train  of  his  regiment  not  being  ready.  So, 
too,  with  each  brigade  and  division  commander  regarding  his  supply 
train.  Any  train  not  prei)ared  to  move  at  its  appropriate  time  will  be 
held,  to  fall  in  the  rear  of  the  division  trains. 

3.  Trains  of  batteries  attached  to  divisions  will  accompany  that  of 
the  division  in  the  order  of  march. 

Corps  commanders  will  designate  the  order  of  march  of  the  supply 
trains. 

4.  Staff  officers  not  otherwise  occupied  will  find  their  appropriate 
place  in  the  line  of  march,  ascertaining  the  cause  of  any  detention  that 
may  occur. 

5.  On  arriving  in  camp  each  commander  will  see  to  all  necessary 
arrangements,  such  as  requiring  wagons  to  be  camped  quickly,  i)rop- 
erly  faced,  bridges  to  be  made,  fences  removed,  ditches  filled,  &c.,  to 
enable  trains  to  leave  and  re-enter  the  road  without  delay. 

6.  If  troops  or  artillery  are  required  to  pass  wmgous  at  any  time  they 
will  pass  on  the  left,  and  the  wagons  will  close  sufficiently  to  the  right 
and  keep  moving  if  possible.  Trains  must  be  kept  closed,  and  must 
not  be  cut  by  other  trains,  artillery,  or  troops. 

7.  During  a temporary  halt,  quartermasters  will  close  up  and  double 
or  park  their  trains  in  convenient  places  near  the  road  so  as  to  allow 
rear  trains  to  move  up,  thus  shortening  the  line  occupied  by  the  column. 

8.  No  accident,  such  as  breaking  dow  n of  a waigon,  balking  of  a team. 


* The  following  [above]  was  not  published  as  a general  order.  It  was  directed  to 
be  considered  a circular,  without  number.  General  Orders,  No.  155,  of  the  series  of 
1862,  bears  date  September  9. 
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&c.,  must  on  any  consideration  be  allowed  to  delay  the  wagons  in  the 
rear  of  the  one  specially  alfected.  An  escort  must  be  left  with  it  and 
the  train  must  move  on. 

9.  Quartermasters  will  see  that  their  animals  are  well  watered  before 
starting  out. 

No  stoppage  must  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  watering  while  on  the 
road. 

Wagon  wheels  will  not  be  locked  for  the  descent  of  hills,  except 
where  it  cannot  be  avoided  without  danger. 

10.  To  each  brigade  train  the  brigade  commander  will  assign  a guard 
of  companies  amounting  to  100  men.  No  other  men  will  be  permitted 
to  go  with  the  wagons.  These  companies  will  permit  no  stragglers  of 
any  command  Vvhatever  to  join  the  train,  compelling  all  such  to  join 
their  own  regiments  or  march  as  prisoners  and  assist  the  guard  in  giving 
aid  to  the  wagons.  The  officers  will  exercise  their  cool  judgment  and 
energy  to  expedite  the  march  and  not  wait  to  be  asked  for  assistance. 

11.  Commanders  of  corps,  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  companies, 
and  guards  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  prevent  straggling,  and 
punish,  on  arrival  in  camp,  all  offenders.  Men  must  not  be  permitted 
to  leave  the  ranks.  At  the  end  of  every  hour  on  the  march  there  will 
be  a rest  of  five  minutes,  and  the  men  must  avail  themselves  of  these 
intervals  to  re-arrange  belts,  obey  the  calls  of  nature,  &c. 

12.  The  hour  of  marching,  the  route,  and  the  place  of  encampment 
will  be  specially  communicated  to  each  corps  commander. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Harrison’s  Landing,  Aucjust  15, 1862. 
M.  C.  Meigs,  ^ 

Quartermaster- General : 

Your  dispatch  of  the  13th  is  just  received.  We  hav’^e  embarked  troops 
from  this  point  to  the  full  extent  of  our  ability.  Colonel  Falls  and 
others  will  tell  you  so.  When  we  reach  Yorktown  and  Fort  Monroe 
the  army  will  be  sent  off*  rapidly.  Up  to  this  moment  the  thing  could 
not  have  been  done  faster.  I believe  I comprehend  the  whole  question. 

, I have  the  will  to  execute  your  orders,  and  shall  be  ably  assisted  by 
Captain  Sawtelle  and  our  other  officers  and  agents.  The  movement  to 
the  rear  has  commenced.  This  river  will  be  clear  of  vessels  early  to- 
morrow. Captain  Sawtelle  will  go  by  water  in  charge  of  the  fleet  and 
to  make  arrangements  for  embarkation  at  Yorktown,  Newport  News, 
and  Fort  Monroe.  I shall  go  by  land  to  conduct  the  trains,  &c.  Eely 
upon  us,  general.  There  shall  be  no  unsatisfactory  delay  that  we  can 
avoid  in  the  quartermaster’s  department.  The  vessels  sent  to  us  should 
assemble  at  Fort  Monroe. 


EUFUS  INGALLS, 

TAeutenant- Colonel j Aide-de-Camp^  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Haxall’s,  August  15,  1862—1.30  p.  m. 
&en.  E.  B.  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff : 

General  : Yesterday  a free  negro  living  near  Malvern  came  in  and 
told  me  that  the  eiieiii}^  had  obstructed  all  the  roads  near  the  river 
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leading'  to  Richmond,  and  that  the  only  road  they  had  open  to  Rich- 
mond at  this  time  is  the  Middle  road,  which  joins  the  Quaker  road  at 
the  blacksmith  shop. 

I am  inclined  to  believe  that  this  is  correct,  and,  if  true,  this  will  be 
the  road  upon  which  they  may  attempt  to  march  upon  us. 

There  are  only  two  outlets  for  this  road,  one  on  the  first  Long  Bridge 
road  and  the  other  the  second  Long  Bridge  road,  that  can  lead  to  my 
rear.  These  two  roads  I am  now  guarding  very  carefully,  aud  will  ob- 
struct them  as  soon  as  I receive  orders  to  move. 

Do  me  the  favor  to  mention  in  my  final  instructions  the  particular 
routes  the  general  desires  me  to  pursue,  that  I may  instruct  my  officers 
advisedly. 

I am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  seryaut, 

A.  PLEASORTOR, 
Brigadier- General,,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — AVill  it  be  necessary  for  me  to  haye  guides  ? 

I open  this  to  say  haye  just  heard  from  my  squadron  on  second  Long- 
Bridge  road.  It  has  been  within  4 miles  of  the  Ghickahomiuy  and  heard 
nothing  of  the  enemy,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Mr.  WalkePs,  ou  that 
road. 

A.  P. 


[August  15-September  2, 1862. — For  correspondence  relating  spe- 
cially to  transfer  of  troops  from  the  Peninsula  and  not  embraced  in  Mc- 
Clellaifs  general  report,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  XII,  Part  III.] 


Barrett’s  Ferry,  Ciiickahominy, 

August  17,  1862 — 2.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  LIalleck, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  : I have  had  this  morning  a full  conversation  with  General 
Burnside.  To  be  perfectly  frank  with  you,  I must  say  that  I did  think 
from  some  of  your  recent  telegrams  that  you  were  not  disposed  to  treat 
me  in  a candid  or  friendly  manner.  This  was  the  more  grating  to  me 
because  I was  conscious  that  although  I differed  from  you  in  opinion 
I had  done  so  with  entire  frankness  and  loyalty,  and  that  I had  not  de- 
layed one  moment  in  preparing  to  carry  out  your  orders.  I am  glad 
to  say  that  Burnside  has  satisfied  me  that  you  are  still  my  friend ; in 
return  I think  he  can  satisfy  you  that  I have  loyally  carried  out  your 
instructions,  although  my  own  judgment  was  not  in  accordance  with  , 
yours. 

Let  the  past  take  care  of  itself.  So  long  as  I remain  in  command  of  . 
this  army  I will  faithfully  carry  out  the  new  programme.  , ; 

I feel  quite  confident  that  I will  have  everything  across  the  Chicka-  ■ 
hominy  by  daylight.  If  all  is  then  quiet  I will  regard  my  command  > 
as  reasonably  safe,  and  will  feel  justified  in  moving  it  solely  with  refer-  ? 
ence  to  its  speedy  embarkation. 

Verv  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

GKO.  B.  McCLELLAX, 

Major-General,  r 
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Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 


Fort  Monroe,  August  17,  1862 — 1 p.  m. 

(Eeceived  4.45  p.  m.) 


Your  dispatch  is  received.  I will  come  to  Washington  as  soon  as 
possible.  1 am  now  occupied  with  very  important  duties.  General 
Kearny’s  division  is  near  Williamsburg.  Porter  is  expected  at  Hamp- 
ton to-night. 

Everything  is  moving  successfully. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  August  18,  1862. 

Hon.  P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

The  ordnance  officer  here  patched  up  some  2,800  arms  of  various  cal- 
ibers for  the  exchanged  prisoners  and  sent  them  to  General  McClellan, 
but  the  importance  of  this  post  is  such  that  there  ought  to  be  from  5,000 
to  10,000  stand  of  arms  always  on  hand  in  good  order  and  ready  for 
issue.  The  principal  object  of  my  dispatch  of  the  7th  instant  was  to 
make  this  suggestion. 

JOHX  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  August  20,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Commanding  Fourth  Corps,  Yorldown,  Va. : 

Your  corps  is  to  halt  at  Yorktown  until  further  orders.  If  you  have 
passed  beyond  the  vicinity  of  that  place  when  this  reaches  you,  you 
will  at  once  return  to  Yorktown  and  there  await  further  orders,  which, 
may  not  reach  you  for  some  days. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAX, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  20,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding,  &e. : 

General:  I have  just  received  yours  of  the  17th  by  General  Burn- 
side. 

You  can  scarcely  imagine  the  pressure  on  me  for  the  last  two  weeks 
and  the  anxiety  I have  had  in  regard  to  your  movements.  When  I felt 
that  the  safety  of  Washington  dei)ended  on  the  prompt  and  rapid 
transfer  of  your  army  it  is  very  probable  that  my  messages  to  you 
were  more  urgent  and  pressing  than  guarded  in  their  language.  I cer- 
tainly meant  nothing  harsh,  but  I elid  feel  that  you  did  not  act  as 
l)romptly  as  I thought  the  circumstances  required.  I deemed  every 
hour  a golden  one,  the  loss  of  which  could  not  be  repaired.  I think 
you  did  not  attach  so  much  value  to  the  i)assing  hours  j but  perhaps 
I was  mistaken.  I know  that  there  are  several  little  matters  which 
have  annoyed  you  ; they  could  not  be  avoided. 

You  asked  a private  telegraphic  cipher.  It  could  not  be  given,  as 
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all  telegraphic  messages  were  required  to  be  shown  to  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  War. 

You  also  asked  certain  clianges  of  officers,  which  I could  not  possibly 
make.  Again,  at  Cherrystone  you  thought  I left  the  office  without 
hearing.  I supposed  I had  received  two  messages  from  that  place  and 
wrote  an  answer ; being  completely  worn-out  I retired,  directing  any 
other  messages  to  be  kept  till  I could  get  some  rest.  I afterward 
learned,  to  my  regret,  that  both  of  those  which  had  been  deciphered 
were  written  before  you  came  to  Cherrystone.  I deeply  regretted  the 
mistake,  but  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  it.  I had  slept  but  a few  hours 
for  the  last  three  or  four  nights,  and,  like  the  operator  who  attempted 
to  decipher  your  messages,  I was  only  half  awake  at  the  time. 

My  dear  general,  we  must  not  let  little  tilings  annoy  us,  but  push  right 
ahead  to  the  great  end  in  view. 

There  is  enough  and  more  than  enough  for  all  of  ns  to  do,  although 
none  of  us  can  do  exactly  what  we  could  wish.  That  Lee  is  moving  on 
Pope  with  his  main  army  I have  no  doubt.  Unless  we  can  unite  most 
of  your  army  with  Burnside  and  Pope,  Washington  is  in  great  danger. 
Under  these  circumstances  you  must  pardon  the  extreme  anxiety  (and 
perhaps  a little  impatience)  which  I feel.  Every  moment  seems  to  me 
as  important  as  an  ordinary  hour. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

H.  W.  HALLE  CK. 


Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Arnui  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McCtellan  com- 
manding, for  August  20,  1862. 


Command. 


Present  for  duty. 


Remarks. 


Headquarters  Engineers,  ar- 
tillery, cavalry,  provost 
guards.  <fec. 

Second  Corps 

Third  Corps 


400 

789 


7,  269 
16,  069 


8,  221 
17,  747 


10,  798 
24,  652 


12, 475 


21, 847 
25,  973 


42 


Fouith  Corps 
Fifth  Corps  . . 


699 


13,  728 


14,  760 


24.  752 


25,  205 
30,  313 


37 


Sixth  Corps  

Seventh  Corps 

Total 2, 


455 


9,  205  10,  963 


46,  271  ! 51,  691 


11.  776 


71,  978 


22,  207 
11.  738 


149,  758 


109 


A ssigned  to  Major- 
General  Pope. 

Assigned  to  Major- 
General  Pope. 
Assigned  to  Major- 
General  Pope. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Poto.mao, 

Fort  Monroe^  Anriunt  22,  18G2 — 3 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  H.  Keyes, 

Yorlctoicn,  Va.: 

As  a tein[)orary  measure,  please  jdace  one  of  your  field  batteries  in 
the  work  at  Gloucester  Point. 

Please  push  the  work  laid  out  by  the  engineer  officers  with  the  utmost 
rapidity.  1 hope  to  have  new  trooiis  to  relieve  your  in  ui  by  the  time 
transports  are  ready  for  yonr  corps.  Please  detail  some  of  your  artil* 
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lery  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  to  instruct  tlie  garrison  you 
found  under  General  Van  Alen  in  the  use  of  heavy  guns,  and  have  them 
prepare  tables  of  ranges,  &c.,  for  them.  I trust  to  your  zeal  and  ac- 
tivity in  this  very  trying  moment. 

They  are  fighting  now  on  the  Eappahannock.  A general  engagement 
is  probably  going  on  now. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  22,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps : 

The  duty  intrusted  to  your  corps,  while  it  is  no  doubt  disagreeable, 
is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

I fully  realize  how  severe  a tax  it  is  upon  men  who  have  fought  so 
gallantly  and  worked  so  hard  as  your  corps  to  require  them  now  to  go 
upon  fatigue  duty.  I feel  sure,  however,  that  if  they  knew  that  the 
work  I now  call  upon  them  to  perform  is  necessary  they  will  perform  it 
cheerfully.  You  will  please  detail  as  large  working  parties  as  the  tools 
available  will  permit  to  perform  the  work  laid  out  by  the  engineer 
officers. 

It  is  a matter  of  vital  importance  that  the  details  should  be  furnished 
and  the  work  done  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

I have  taken  all  the  necessary  steps  to  have  your  command  relieved 
by  new  troops  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

It  is  imperatively  necessary  that  the  work  required  should  be  pushed 
with  the  utmost  vigor.  You  will  be  held  responsible  that  this  work  is 
pushed  with  all  the  rapidity  possible  with  the  means  at  your  command, 
and  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice. 

If  you  judge  it  necessary,  send  two  regiments  or  an  entire  brigade  of 
infantry  to  Williamsburg  to  cover  your  operations. 

Please  push  as  far  as  possible  the  instruction  of  the  old  garrison  in 
heavy  artillery  practice,  and  give  me  in  full  your  views  as  to  the  best 
method  of  holding  Williamsburg  and  the  force  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Send  a couple  of  squadrons  of  cavalry  to  Gloucester  to  patrol  and 
examine  the  country  on  the  left  bank  of  the  York. 

If  you  think  it  advisable,  send  a much  larger  force  of  cavalry  there 
for  temporary  duty.  While  we  have  a large  cavalry  force  comparativefy 
idle,  it  may  be  well  to  occupy  a large  portion  of  it  in  clearing  out  the 
country  on  that  side  of  the  York  River. 

If  you  think  it  best  to  occupy  a point  near  Williamsburg  by  infantry, 
hold  Fort  Magruder  and  destroy  the  adjacent  works. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Steamer  City  of  Htidsonj  off  Fort  Monroe,  August  23,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Corps,  Fort  Alonroe : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
the  following  movements  have  been  ordered  to  take  place  immediately: 
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Peck’s  division,  except  Emory’s  brigade  and  one  battery,  to  repair  to 
Fort  Monroe  and  report  to  you  for  duty. 

The  two  companies  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  formerly  with 
Smith’s  division,  to  rejoin  their  regiment  at  Williamsburg,  and  the  regi- 
ment to  be  under  the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  forces  at  York- 
town. 

Five  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  now^  at  Will- 
iamsburg, to  repair  to  Suffolk  and  report  to  Brigadier-General  IMans- 
held. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  August  2d,  1802 — 12.20  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I have  just  received  your  order  to  send  home  the  three  months’  regi- 
ments, of  which  I have  three,  and  put  them  en  route  two  or  three  days 
before  the  expiration  of  their  term.  This  is  not  possible  now,  as  the 
terra  of  one  expires  the  day  after  to-morrow.  The  two  others  are  at 
Suffolk.  Their  time  expires  next  week. 

General  McClellan  has  placed  other  regiments  at  my  disposal  this 
morning  to  relieve  them,  but  they  are  at  Yorktown,  and  as  the  traus- 
l)ortation  is  all  engrossed  in  moving  his  army,  there  will  be  a dehi}"  of 
a few  days. 

The  officers  and  men  of  these  regiments  are  in  debt  at  Suffolk  and 
are  anxious  to  pay,  but  they  have  no  money.  If  they  leave  without 
paying  it  will  be  discreditable  to  them  and  the  Government.  They 
have  received  nothing.  Cannot  a paymaster  be  ordered  here  immedi- 
ately to  pay  them  before  they  leave  ? 

JOHY  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

YorMoivii,  Fu.,  August  25,  1802. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  oe  the  United  States: 

Having  given  my  opinion  in  favor  of  removing  the  army  from  Harri- 
son’s Landing  when  Your  Excellency  was  at  that  place  and  afterward 
by  letter,  I did  not  learn  that  my  views  were  in  opposition  to  thos(?  ot 
Major-General  McClellan  and  of  most,  if  not  all,  the  corps  commanders 
until  quite  recently.  From  that  place  something  like  20  per  centum  ot 
our  force  were  carried  away  sick  in  boats.  Many  who  came  by  laud 
were  weak,  and  1 am  convinced,  after  many  observations  and  impiiries, 
that  if  the  army  had  remained  tlirough  the  sickly  season,  which  was 
blit  just  setting  in  when  we  left,  .by  the  middle  of  September  not 
more  than  10,000  well  men  would  have  remained  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  Onr  draught  animals  were  suffering  from  heat,  tlies,  aud 
stamping  almost  as  much  as  the  men.  It  was  therefore  absolutely  nec- 
essary to  leave  Harrison’s  Landing.  I only  regret  the  loss  of  a monrh. 
I strongly  advocated  a movement  which  should  bring  th(‘  whole  of  the 
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Army  of  tbe  Potomac  to  act  in  coDjimction  Avith  the  Army  of  Virginia 
and  between  our  capital  and  the  enemy. 

I thought,  and  still  think,  such  to  be  our  true  policy ; and  to  leave  a 
corps  d'amiee-ow  this  Peninsula  at  this  time,  Avbile  Ave  haA’e  command  of 
the  York  and  James  Rivers,  is  like  casting  upon  the  sand  the  water  in- 
tended  for  men  dymg  of  thirst.  A brigade  of  fresh  troops  and  one  regi- 
ment of  artillery  ought  to  be  here  at  Yorktowu. 

\ But  I cannot  fail  to  be  aware  that  Avhile  1 am  absent,  and  while  those 
t with  whom  I have  been  serving  and  from  whom  I differed  in  opinion  in 
V important  matters  are  in  personal  intercourse  aa  ith  the  sources  of  power, 
my  reputation  may  suffer.  Often  haA^e  1 been  made  to  feel  the  evil 
j effects  of  my  zeal  in  this  aatit,  and  of  having  so  often  foreseen  what  would 
T happen  and  Avhat  has  happened.  I urged  great  exertions  eighteen 
• months  ago,  because  I knew  the  rebels  intended  to  fight  hard  or  to  be 
let  alone.  As  my  corx)s  (the  Fourth)  has  been  left  behind  on  this  Pen- 
•>  insula,  and  as  tAA  o brigades  liaA^e  been  detached  and  ordered  to  report 
to  General  Dix,  the  main  object  of  this  note  is  to  ask  Your  Excellency 
to  maintain  me  in  a command  corresponding  with  my  rank.  1 ask  also 
that  you  should  judge  me,  if  it  be  necessary  to  judge  me  at  all,  on  the 
testim  ony  of  men  Avho  are  not  opposed  to  me,  and  Avho  are  not  embittered, 

' as  many  in  this  army  are,  by  want  of  success,  and  anxious  to  throw  the 
blame  of  failure  upon  others.  Generals  Meigs,  Barnard,  Stoneman, 
Cochrane,  Capt.  C.  0.  Suydam  (my  adjutant-general  and  one  of  the  best 
heads  in  this  army),  and  others  can  speak  of  me  as  I am  and  tell  Avhat 
' I have  done.  I liaA^e  done  more  probably  than  has  been  told. 

My  A'iews  of  the  policy  of  this  war  are  in  hearty,  spontaneous  accord- 
ance Avith  that  adopted  by  Your  Excellency,  and  I trust  that  you  aauII 
: not  restrain  me  to  a narrow  command,  but  Avill  allow  me  to  fill  up  the 
' Fourth  Cor[)s  Avith  recruits  and  to  marcli  with  it  against  the  enemy. 
No  ])ersonal  consideration  weighs  A\ith  me,  and  I obey  imiAlicitly  any 
man  avIjo  is  placed  over  me  as  my  chief. 

I am  disposed  to  complain  of  nothing  but  a Avant  of  opportunity.  If 
Major-General  Dix  is  to  leave  Fort  Monroe  I Avould  like  his  command; 
but  my  habits,  I think,  Avould  enable  me  to  be  of  more  service  in  the 
held. 

Begging  pardon  for  this  liberty,  I remain.  Your  Excellency’s  most 
humble  seiwant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-General,  Coynmanding  Fourth  Corps. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  245.  1 Alexandria,  August  27,  1862. 

I.  At  his  OAvn  request  Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Barry  is  relieA^ed  from 
duty  as  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  Avill  proceed 
to  Washington,  and  report  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  for 
orders.  In  issuing  this  order  the  general  commanding  avails  himself 
of  the  occasion  to  ex])ress  his  thanks  for  the  zeal  and  ability  General 
Barry  has  at  all  times  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and 
especially  for  his  valuable  services  in  connection  with  the  organization 
of  the  artillery  of  this  army. 

* * * * * * 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

* Assistant  Acljul ant- General. 


384 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXlll. 


Kavy  Department, 
August  29,  1862 — 1.10  p.  m. 

Hear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blochadc  Squadron^  Norfolk,  Va.: 
Commodore  Wilkes  is  ordered  to  Washington  with  the  Wachusett, 
Maratanza,  Sonoma,  Tioga,  Aroostook,  and  six  mortar  boats.  The  other 
six  mortar  boats  go  to  Baltimore.  He  is  directed  to  turn  over  the  re- 
mainder of  the  flotilla  to  you,  and  you  will  make  such  disposition  of  the 
vessels  as  your  best  judgment  dictates,  closing  the  coast  south  of  the 
Ra])pahaunock. 

Acknowledge  receipt. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CORTIKSI^ONDEI^CE,  ETC. 

Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fu.,  March  18,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding,  d^c.,  Norfolk,  Ya. : 

General  : It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  work  at  Harden’s 
Bluff,  Fort  Huger,  is  not  in  good  defensive  condition.  The  items  of 
fault  are  reported  to  be  as  follows : 

1.  Want  of  proper  traverses. 

2.  Want  of  bomb  proofs. 

3.  Existence  of  wooden  buildings  inside  the  work. 

4.  The  six  32-pounders  for  hot  shot  are  not  on  barbette  carriages  and 
there  are  no  guns  mounted  for  land  defense. 

5.  The  woods  are  left  standing  close  to  the  work  on  the  outside. 

6.  The  men  have  not  been  drilled  at  their  guns  for  some  time  past. 

7.  A want  of  harmony  and  zealous  co-operation  among  some  of  the 
officers,  resulting  from  questions  of  rank  (it  is  said  Captain  de  Lagnel, 
who  was  sent  to  command  the  battery  of  heavy  guns,  is  junior  to  the 
captain  of  one  of  the  companies  serving  at  the  battery,  and  that  this  is 
one  cause  of  trouble  ; and  that  Colonel  Archer  and  Captain  de  Lagnel 
do  not  accord  entirely. 

Captain  Hives,  in  charge  of  the  engineer  office  here,  reports  in  regard 
to  the  items  of  complaint  as  follows  : 

1.  Traverses  are  in  ])rogress  of  construction. 

2.  Bomb  proofs  are  being  made  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

3. 

4.  The  six  32-pounders  have  not  been  mounted  en  harhette  because 
he  has  not  been  able  to  procure  the  carriages,  and  for  the  same  reason 
no  guns  have  been  placed  for  the  land  defense.  He  thinks,  however, 
that  he  can  procure  at  least  two  barbette  carriages  on  which  to  mount 
a like  number  of  guns  looking  to  the  land,  and  will  send  them  to  Fort 
Huger  at  once,  with  as  many  more  as  can  be  obtained,  and  will  do  the 
same  in  regard  to  the  other  carriages  and  guns  so  soon  as  they  can  be 
procured. 

o.  The  engineer  in  charge  of  Fort  Huger  has  long  since  been  in- 
structed to  have  the  woods  felled.  A want  of  axes  may  have  prevented 
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the  execution  of  the  order.  He  will,  however,  be  direeted  to  have  this 
work  done  at  once  to  the  extent  of  his  means. 

1 have  stated  both  sides  of  the  question  as  presented  to  me.  You 
will  know  what  importance  to  attach  to  the  several  complaints.  I think 
the  wooden  buildings  in  the  fort,  if  that  cause  of  complaint  be  real, 
should  be  removed  as  soon  as  practicable.  If  they  are  used  as  quar- 
ters, cannot  tents  be  substituted  for  them  I If  for  store  houses,  some 
portions  of  the  bomb  proofs  might  be  arranged  to  supply  their  places, 
which  latter  I am  told  is  being  done. 

The  clearing  of  the  woods  near  the  battery  is  of  course  necessary, 
and  I am  surprised  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort  has  not  had 
this  done  by  the  troops.  If  the  engineer  force  has  more  important 
work  to  do,  axes  sufficient  could  probably  be  procured  from  the  neigh- 
bors, if  they  cannot  be  supplied  in  any  other  way. 

The  drill  has  probably  been  interrupted  by  the  change  in  the  guns, 
but  should  be  resumed. 

The  last  item  of  complaint,  Want  of  harmony  among  the  officers,”  is 
the  most  important.  The  senior  officer  present  should  command  all, 
but  the  immediate  command  of  the  guns  and  the  men  serving  them 
should  be  with  Captain  de  Lagnel,  as  he  was  assigned  to  his  present 
position  because  of  his  supposed  capabilities  as  an  artillery  officer. 
This  is  not  a time  to  squabble  about  rank;  every  one  must  work,  and 
do  what  he  can  to  promote  the  cause.  To  save  time  I have  assumed 
the  statements  made  to  me  to  be  true,  which  is  most  likely  not  the 
case;  and  my  suggestions  on  this  supposition  are  intended  mainly  as 
explanatory. 

You  can  best  determine  whether  the  faults  referred  to  are  so  and 
provide  the  remedy,  and  you  are  desired  to  give  the  subject  your  ear- 
liest attention. 


I am,  &c., 


E.  E.  LEE, 
General^  Commanding. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  March  18,  1862. 

General  J.  B.  Maoruder, 

Commanding  Army  of  Peninsula^  Yorhtown^  Va. : 

General  : Notwithstanding  the  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  in  your 
front,  I see  nothing  to  prove  that  he  intends  immediately  to  attempt  your 
line.  He  is  feeling  your  strength  and  desires  to  prevent  your  occupy- 
ing Other  points.  If  strong  enough,  his  feint  may  be  converted  into  a 
real  attack.  I hope  you  will  so  maneuver  as  to  deceive  and  thwart 
liim. 

The  roads  are  hardly  firm  enough  yet  to  invite  his  advance  by  land, 
and  I discover  nothing  at  present  indicating  co-operation  with  his  col- 
umn from  Newport  News.  You  can  therefore  only  prevent  his  accumu- 
lating information  and  reserve  your  men.  Should  the  Monitor  appear 
before  your  batteries,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  by  reserving  your  fire 
until  she  arrives  near  and  discharging  by  word  of  command  or  simul- 
taneously your  heavy  guns  at  her  turret  at  the  time  when  her  gun 
was  protruded  for  delivering  fire,  if  the  gun  was  struck  it  would  be 
disabled,  or  if  the  turret  was  hit  by  a number  of  shot  it  would  be 
deranged  or  capsized  from  its  center. 

Wrought-iron  shot  are  being  forged  with  a view  to  penetrate  her 
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armor.  Some  will  be  sent  you.  I do  not  think  she  will  enter  York 
Eiver  and  leave  the  Virginia  in  her  rear. 

Directions  have  been  given  in  reference  to  the  completion  of  the  bat- 
tery at  Harden’s  Bluff,  and  General  Hnger’s  attention  called  to  all  the 
points  referred  to  in  Colonel  Oahell’s  letter.  It  would  be  better  in  some 
respects  if  the  battery  formed  part  of  your  command,  but  its  support- 
ing force,  &c.,  must  be  drawn  from  the  command  of  General  Huger.  I 
can  learn  nothing  of  the  two  Mississippi  comx)auies  promised,”  men- 
tioned in  your  postscript  to  telegram  of  17th. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

> Asst.  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  163.  ) YorMown,  Va.,  31arch  19,  1862. 

The  following  proclamation  is  published  for  the  information  of  this 
army,  and  of  all  others  concerned : 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  President  of  the  Confederate  States  having  declared  martial  law 
in  and  over  the  counties  of  Elizabeth  City,  James  City,  York,  Warwick, 
Gloucester,  and  Matthews,  and  the  suspension  of  all  civil  jurisdiction 
therein,  with  certain  enumerated  exceptions,  and  Major-General  Ma- 
gruder,  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Peninsula,  being  charged  with 
the  due  execution  of  said  proclamation  of  martial  law : 

Now,  therefore,  all  residents  and  sojourners  within  the  counties  afore- 
said are  hereby  warned  and  notified  of  the  said  declaration  of  martial 
law,  and  will  govern  themselves  accordingly.  The  following  regula- 
tions of  military  discipline  and  police  are  established : 

The  distillation  and  sale,  or  either,  of  spirituous  liquors  of  any  kind 
is  positively  prohibited  and  will  be  i)roinptly  punished,  and  all  estab- 
lishments for  the  making  or  sale  of  the  same  are  hereby  suppressed. 

All  persons  infringing  or  violating  this  prohibition  will  suffer  such 
punishment  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  court-martial  or 
otherwise  ordained  by  the  military  code. 

Provost-marshals  will  be  api)ointed  at  everj^  post  and  camp  in  this 
department,  who  will  be  charged  with  the  rigid  enforcement  of  this 
order,  and  will  institute  strict  search  in  order  to  the  i)rompt  detection, 
arrest,  and  punishment  of  all  offenders. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  near  Bethel, 

March  20,  1862. 

General  Lee,  C.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Army,  Ac. : 

General  : I am  low  down  on  the  Warwick  road  (Langhorne’s  Mill) 
and  at  Bethel,  with  the  greater  portion  of  my  command.  The  weatlier, 
which  was  fine  when  the  troops  marched,  is  now  bad,  and  the  roads,  which 
were  almost  imiiracticable  in  my  rear  and  were  getting  good,  are  now 
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beconiiug  again  very  bad  since  the  rain  of  last  night.  I came  down  in 
the  conviction  that  the  right  flank  of  my  operating  forces  on  James 
River  was  secured  by  the  success  of  the  Virginia  and  would  not  care 
for  the  roads  so  much,  but  from  all  I learn  and  see  here  I am  the  more 
convinced  than  ever  that  the  enemy  will  persevere  in  his  designs  up 
James  River,  and  for  the  following  reasons: 

It  will  be  greatly  to  their  interest  to  keep  such  a ship  as  the  Virginia 
confined  to  the  Hampton  Roads.  This  can  be  done  if  the  Monitor, 
which,  as  I have  learned  since  moving  the  troops,  draws  but  5 feet 
water,  can  be  sent  up  James  River,  supported  by  an  irresistible  column, 
marching  up  the  Peninsula,  say  20,000  men,  whilst  20,000  would  remain 
to  occupy  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Monroe  and  Newport  News. 

Should  the  Virginia  go  outside  of  Fort  Monroe  and  Newport  News, 
the  enemy  would  steam  across  the  lower  James  River  with  his  20,000 
and  cut  Norfolk  off,  whilst  the  other  20,000,  supported  by  the  Monitor, 
would  eventually  succeed  in  i)ushing  their  way  up  to  Jamestown. 

Should  the  Virginia  remain  in  the  Roads,  no  troops  could  be  thrown 
across  as  far  up  as  she  could  go,  which  is  but  a few  miles,  but  the  col- 
umn below  would  support  the  land  operations  of  the  column  above, 
and  the  whole  would  cross  above,  say  at  Jamestown  Island  or  at  Mul- 
berry Point.  The  enemy  is  re-enforcing  by  every  means  in  his  power 
therefor  his  forces  at  Newport  News  and  Fort  Monroe.  Two  regi- 
ments are  reported  to  have  arrived  yesterday,  and  the  vedettes  on  the 
advanced  wafer  points  report  that  some  thirteen  sailing  transports 
were  towed  up  the  bay  by  steamers  (tugs  probably)  yesterday,  whilst 
I saw  myself  several  sailing  vessels  in  tow  of  steamers  going  up  the 
day  before.  I think,  therefore,  that  he  is  straining  every  nerve  to 
put  a large  force  on  the  Peninsula  before  the  Virginia  comes  out, 
either  to  operate  on  James  River,  York  River,  or  both,  whilst  his  troops 
march  up. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  Virginia,  if  she  cannot  get  at  the 
Monitor— a conflict  which  it  will  be  the  interest  of  the  country  to 
prevent — ought  so  to  station  herself  outside  Fort  Monroe  as  to  inter- 
cept all  re-enforcements  of  troops  and  to  cut  oft'  further  supplies.  This 
course,  if  it  can  be  pursued  at  once,  might  prevent  the  advance  up  by 
land,  and  would  also  prevent  the  crossing  of  troops  in  large  numbers 
on  the  lower  James  Rivc-r,  as  far  up  at  least  as  the  Virginia  could  go, 
since,  if  she  could  pass  Fort  Monroe  once,  she  could  return  again  to 
the  Roads,  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  cross  troops  in  large  numbers. 
By  takiug  such  a position  the  Virginia  would  also  prevent  an  expedi- 
tiou  of  magnitude  either  up  York  or  Rappahannock  Rivers. 

I think  no  time  should  be  lost  in  sinking  insurmountable  obstacles 
in  James  River  to  prevent  the  Monitor  from  ascending.  Nothing  but 
positive  i)hysical  obstructions  will  do  against  such  ships.  But  the 
river  would  be  worse  than  useless  to  this  army  if  the  obstructions  were 
made  high  up,  since  there  could  be  no  means  of  transportation  below 
such  obstructions,  the  Monitor  destroying  such  means.  It  is  necessary 
therefore  to  block  up  the  river  at  some  strategic  point,  affording  to  this 
army  the  means  of  safely  ascending  James  River  from  that  point. 
Jamestown  Island  alone  fulfills  these  conditions,  as  far  as  I know. 

Would  it  not  be  well,  therefore,  to  sink  vessels  of  all  kinds,  loaded 
with  stone,  at  once,  for  this  purpose,  across  the  channel  there,  and  fortify 
the  island  and  the  commanding  main-land  strongly  without  delay? 
The  last  I am  doing  with  all  the  means  in  my  power  j but  for  the  former 
the  means  must  come  from  Richmond.  I presume  that  all  the  sail  ves- 
sels, some  of  the  older  steamers,  and  all  the  canal-boats  above  Rich- 
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mond  would  do  it  effectually.  If  done  at  all  it  should  be  done  without  j 
the  least  delay,  and  by  an  engineer,  civil  or  military,  of  great  energy  : 
and  understanding.  I could  hold  Williamsburg  then  and  Jamestown  | 
Island  at  least  as  long  as  Yorktown  could  hold  out,  which  I hope  I 
would  be  a long  time. 

I think  McClellan  has  shown  his  plan  is  to  turn  flanks  by  great 
detours  by  land  and  water.  The  falling  back  of  our  army  from  the  : 
Potomac  gives  him  the  power  to  detach  largely,  and  I think  he  will 
never  risk  a defeat  himself  when  he  can  devolve  the  risk  of  it  upon 
some  one  of  his  subordinates. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I have  received  the  following  report 
from  Colonel  Cruuip,  the  correctness  of  which  I have  no  reason  to 
doubt : 


Headquarters,  Gloucester  Point,  March  20,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder: 

General  : The  lieutenant  commanding  the  picket  in  Matthews  makes  the  follow- 
ing report : “ That  a fleet  passed  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Monroe  yesterdaj'^,  composed 
as  follows:  Twenty-eight  steamers,  four  floating  batteries,  twenty-six  sails  of  differ- 
ent Muds,  loaded  with  hay  and  a large  number  of  horses.” 

I should  he  glad  to  hear  the  result  of  the  firing  heard  in  the  Peninsula  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  CRUMP, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


I have  also  the  honor  to  report  that  my  lowest  pickets  say  that  the 
enemy  were  re-enforced  at  both  Newport  News  and  Old  Point  last 
night  and  the  night  before  (during  the  night).  They  judge  from  the 
whistling  of  steamers  and  the  sound  of  drums. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Norfolk,  March  20,  1862. 

Major-General  Magruder  : 

Nineteen  steamers  loaded  with  troops  and  nine  schooners  came  down 
the  bay  at  8 o’clock  yesterday  evening  to  Old  Point.  Two  gunboats 
went  to  sea.  I have  had  no  report  from  the  post  this  morning,  the 
weather  being  too  misty  to  see  the  shipping  at  Old  Point. 

JAS.  E.  MILLIGAN, 

Signal  Officer. 


Engineer  Bureau, 

* Richmond,  March  20,  1862. 

Lieut.  Henry  T.  Douglas,  P.  A.  0.  S., 

In  Charge  of  Defenses,  Yorhtoivn  : 

Sir  : The  almost  impossibility  of  i)rocuring  axes  has  prevented  me 
so  far  from  honoriug  your  requisition  for  200.* 

##**#** 

I still  tliink  the  water  battery  should  be  abandoned  at  Yorktown, 

"'Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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for  the  reasons  specified  in  a former  letter^  and  because  of  the  invul- 
nerability of  iron-clad  vessels  of  proper  build. 

When  you  expressed  your  confidence  in  the  ability  of  a 64-pounder  to 
contend  with  an  iron-clad  vessel  you  were  not  aware  that  180-pounder 
solid  shot  had  been  used  at  20  yards’  range  for  four  hours  without  ap- 
preciable effect;  at  least  such  is  the  information  I received  here. 

I would  take  occasion  here  to  condemn,  as  a general  system,  small 
detached  redoubts,  although  you  might  infer  from  what  you  see  near 
Williamsburg  that  I am  in  favor  of  them.  I was,  when  they  were  com- 
menced, completely  inexperienced,  and  acted  under  instructions.  I now 
know  and  have  known  for  some  months  past  that  the  system  is  most 
defective,  making  a line  equally  strong  it  is  true,  but  equally  weak  at 
the  same  time.  When  one  small  redoubt  is  carried,  which  can  easily 
be  done,  the  troops  cease  to  have  confidence  in  the  whole  line,  and  the 
defense,  in  consequence,  is  most  defective. 

My  views  I believe  you  know  with  regard  to  mobilizing  the  army,  and 
having  but  few  works,  and  those  of  a strong  character  and-  thoroughly 
flanked.  There  are  certain  inferior  works  of  great  utility,  however, 
but  they  should  generally  be  masked  in  the  edge  of  woods  and  open 
in  the  rear ; rifle  i^its,  for  instance,  or  positions  for  light  artillery  with 
a simple  embankment  in  front.  As  you  are  doubtless  excessively  busy 
at  present,  and  I know  do  not  exactly  agree  with  me  on  the  subject 
of  the  intrenched  camp,  I propose  to  place  that  work  under  Captain 
Clarke,  as  well  as  the  defenses  of  the  Warwick  Eiver  below  Lee’s  Mill. 
From  Mulberry  Island,  his  present  location,  he  can  easily  direct  these 
works.  I shall  write  at  once  to  General  Magruder  on  the  subject,  but 
before  doing  so  thought  it  w ould  be  agreeable  to  you  to  learn  of  the 
proposed  arrangement  through  the  bureau. 

Very  resxjectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

ALFEED  L.  EIVES, 

Acting  Chief]  Engineer  Bureau. 


Norfolk,  Ya.,  March  21,  1862. 

Major-General  Magruder  : 

The  nineteen  steamers  and  six  schooners  which  arrived  at  Hampton 
Eoads  day  before  yesterday  with  troops  went  to  sea  this  morning  from 
Old  Point  about  li  o’clock  a.  m. 

JAS.  F.  MILLIGAN, 

Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Half-tvay  House,  near  Bethel,  Mareh  21,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond : 

General:  In  consequence  of  the  equinoctial  storm,  the  exposure  of 
the  men  in  an  advanced  position  without  tents,  the  increasing  impracti- 
cability of  the  roads  between  the  line  of  Young’s  Mill  and  Harwood’s 
Mill  and  that  of  Warwick  Eiver,  and  the  very  large  re-enforcements  of 
the  enemy,  as  indicated  by  my  previous  reports,  I ordered  all  the  troops 
on  the  line  of  Langhorne’s  Mill  and  Bethel  to  resume  their  position  on 
the  line  of  Warwick  Eiver,  except  the  Tenth  Georgia  Eegiihent  and  300 
cavalry  left  at  Young’s  Mill,  and  Goggin’s  battalion  and  200  cavalry 
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left  at  Bethel,  and  Winston’s  regiment  left  at  Harwood’s  Mill.  The 
line  of  Warwick  is  being  fortified  rapidly  by  a large  number  of  negroes. 

The  Virginia  is  expected  out  in  a day  or  two.  Her  first  object,  it 
seems  to  me,  ought  to  be  certaiuly  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  enemy’s 
transports  and  gunboats  up  James  Eiver,  except  the  Ericsson  (Monitor),  ^ 

which  it  is  not  expected  she  can  i^revent,  as  she  draws  very  little  water  i 

and  can  elude  the  Virginia. 

I think  the  enemy  may  fear  for  Fort  Monroe,  but  having  such  anim- 
mence  force  will  endeavor  to  march  np  the  Peninsula,  and  by  aid  of  the  I 
Ericsson  will  endeavor  to  obtain  Jamestown  Island  if  he  is  continued  to 
be  opposed  by  a force  so  small  as  mine. 

I presume  McClellan  cannot  advance  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  i 
the  roads  and  for  other  reasons.  If  it  were  possible,  therefore,  to  throw  | 
30,000  here  from  the  army  of  the  Manassas  line,  20,000,  making  30,000  ; 

in  all  with  mine,  with  our  knowledge  of  the  country,  we  could  crush  I 
the  enemy,  and  perhaps  with  the  assistance  of  the  Virginia  take  Fort  | 
Monroe;  and  if  Norfork  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  in  the  | 
mean  time,  with  the  guns  in  our  batteries  spiked,  which  I do  not  think  ' 
at  all  probable,  we  could  retake  it  with  the  aid  of  the  Virginia  perhaps, 
and  vanquish  or  at  least  expel  Burnside.  i 

Not  knowing  what  has  taken  place  elsewhere  I do  not  know  if  this  i 
can  be  done,  that  is,  whether  troops  can  be  withdrawn  from  other  points, 
but  I presume  that  it  could  be,  at  least  for  a short  time,  and  I have  little 
doubt  that  I could  be  able  to  throw  troops  across  Back  River  down  op- 
posite Hampton,  and  thus  cut  off  the  enemy  now  around  Newport  News 
from,  that  place;  but  30,000  men  is  the  least  that  this  ought  to  be  at- 
tempted with,  leaving  out  the  necessary  garrisons,  some  4,000  men. 
Such  large  re-eifforcements  having  already  arrived  of  horses  and  men 
at  Old  Point  and  Newport  News,  as  well  as  supplies  of  hay  and  pro- 
visions, the  Virginia  ought  to  first  prevent  the  passage  of  a fleet  of 
transports  and  gunboats  up  James  River  before  she  takes  her  place  on 
the  outside  of  Fort  Monroe,  as  I recommended  yesterday,  and  the  sooner 
she  is  at  her  post  at  Sewell’s  Point  the  better,  as  the  enemy  may  be 
ready  now  to  send  their  vessels  up  James  River,  where  she  cannot  fol- 
low them. 

The  present  Secretary  of  War  is  so  well  acquainted  with  the  locali- 
ties here  that  I desire  to  have  this  letter  laid  before  him. 

I wrote  the  other  day  with  respect  to  cavalry  re-enforceinents,  the 
enemy  having  so  large  a preponderance  in  that  arm.  One  of  these  com- 
panies is  ready  at  Fredericksburg,  being  sent  there  to  recruit.  There 
are  said  to  be  some  about  Richmond,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Goode 
wrote  me  of  one  large  company  already  formed  in  a county  the  name 
of  which  I have  already  sent  you  (Buckingham  County  probably).  My 
letter  will  exi:)lain  itself. 

I beg  leave  to  recommend  the  arming  of  cavalry  with  lances  and  shot- 
guns, if  to  be  had.  The  former  can  be  made  by  any  carpenter  and  or- 
dinary blacksmith  in  any  neighborhood  and  rapidly  and  in  any  number, 
and  in  my  opinion  more  efiicient  than  the  saber.  Without  the  shot- 
guns they  would  be  as  powerful  in  a charge  as  with  them.  They  could 
be  held  in  reserve  until  wanted. 

If  heavy  re-enforcements  are  to  be  sent  here  I would  like  to  know 
at  once,  that  I may  throw  up  fortifications  at  points  which,  if  we  should 
not  want  them  ourselves,  it  is  extremely  important  that  the  enemy 
should  not  hold,  such  as  from  Langhorne’s  Mill  to  Bethel,  and  from 
Young’s  to  Harwood’s  Mill,  which  are  almost  impregnable  if  held  by  a 
sufiicient  number  of  trooi)S,  but  entirely  untenable  unless  so  manned. 
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The  disposition  of  tlie  artillery,  tlie  occupation  of  posts,  and  indeed  my 
whole  coarse  depends  entirely  uj^on  the  nainher  of  troops  which  I may 
expect. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGKUDER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  March  21,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Mauruder, 

Commanding,  &c.,  -YorMown,  Ya, : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that,  in  conformity 
with  your  request  of  the  14th  instant,  application  was  made  to  Gen- 
eral Johnston  to  know  if  the  Lunenburg  Cavalry  or  any  other  com- 
panies  of  that  arm  could  be  spared  for  the  purpose  of  re-enforcing 
you,  and  that  he  replied  that  it  was  utterly  impossible,  the  proportion 
of  cavalry  in  his  department  being  already  much  too  small  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  service. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AV.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Ya.,  March  22,  1862. 

General  J.  B.  Mauruder, 

Commanding,  &c.,  YorMown,  Ya. : 

General:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  and  having 
to  Start  to  North  Carolina  to-morrow  morning  have  but  little  time  to 
rei)ly. 

The  lleet  in  the  Roads  which  you  refer  to  has  gone  to  sea,  as  I am 
informed,  for  the  purpose  probably  of  re-enforcing  Burnside’s  or  one  of 
tlie  other  expeditions  against  the  Southern  coast.  This  will  relieve  you 
of  immediate  apprehension  from  this  source. 

With  regard  to  obstructing  the  river,  of  course  the  lower  down  the 
better.  This  is  now  being  done  at  Drewry’s  Bluff',  some  7 or  8 miles  be- 
low this  city.  It  has  no  relation  to  your  operations,  however,  but  was 
commenced  to  meet  the  emergency  occasioned  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Monitor  in  Hampton  Roads.  An  arrangement  has  been  made  to 
allow  our  vessels  to  pass  the  obstructions.  Upon  inquiry  I am  told 
that  a sufficient  number  of  hulks  cannot  be  obtained  to  obstruct  the 
river  at  any  xioint  without  too  seriously  interfering  with  the  sux^idies 
of  your  army  and  of  this  city. 

A system  of  ])iling  has  been  arranged  by  Captain  Rives  which  jirom- 
ises  to  answer  at  least  as  good  a purpose,  and  I will  cause  his  immediate 
attention  to  be  called  to  the  question  of  obstructions  at  Jamestown  Isl- 
and or  at  such  other  |)oint  as  in  your  opinion  may  be  considered  best. 
Very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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Fredericksburg,  Ya., 

March  22,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virgmia  : 

Sir  : I.  You  will  relieve  Major-General  Holmes  of  his  command,  and 
direct  him  to  report  at  Richmond  for  further  orders. 

II.  You  will  detach  two  brigades  of  infantry  and  two  companies  of 
artillery,  with  orders  to  report  to  Major-General  Holmes  with  the  least 
delay  at  his  headquarters  in  the  field. 

III.  The  troops  when  passing  through  Richmond  will  be  reported  to 
the  Adjutant-General  for  any  instructions  which  it  may  be  needful  to 
give  them  at  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  vours, 

JEFFERSON  DAYIS. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  83.  j Rapidan,  March  23,  1862. 

Under  the  orders  of  the  President — 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  commanding  Aquia  District,  is  relieved 
from  the  command  of  that  district,  and  is  assigned  to  duty  temporarily 
with  General  Lee,  and  will  report  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral, Richmond,  Ya.,  for  further  orders. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Aquia 
District,  and  will  take  such  of  his  staff  with  him  as  he  may  deem  neces- 
sary. 

HI.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker,  with  his  brigade  and  the  company  of 
artillery  attached,  is  assigned  to  duty  under  Major-General  Holmes, 
and  will  jiroceed  to  Richmond,  Ya.,  without  delay  and  report  to  the 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  for  further  orders. 

l Y.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  M.  Wilcox,  with  his  brigade  and  company  of  artil- 
lery attached,  with  the  exception  of  the  Virginia  regiment  (Thirty- 
eighth  Virginia),  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Major-General  Holmes,  and 
will  report  without  delay  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Rich- 
mond, Ya.,  for  further  orders. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston  : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders, 
No.  84. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northe  rn  Virginia, 

Rapidan,  March  23,  1862. 
***** 


II.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Kershaw  will  immediately  assume  command  of 
the  brigade  formerly  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Bonham. 
******* 


By  command  of  General  Johnston  : 


A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Yorktown,  March  24,  1862. 
Hon.  George  W.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  War  : 

The  enemy  are  in  very  great  force  at  Fort  Monroe,  Newport  News, 
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and  between  those  places;  not  less,  I think,  than  35,000  men.  Should  he 
advance  now  he  would  carry  all  the  strong  points,  and  re-enforcements 
would  be  too  late.  Ten  thousand  detached  from  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac now  would  defeat  him — 20,000  later  may  not  do  it— as  McClellan 
cannot  move  his  army  in  the  present  state  of  the  roads  from  before 
Washington;  as  I am  informed  he  transfers  it  to  where  he  can  advance. 
Should  these  10,000  be  required  afterward  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
they  could  be  sent  back.  Now  they  should  be  here. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDER, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Yorlxtown,  March  24,  18G2. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir  : The  late  Secretary  of  War,  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  stated  in 
a letter  some  ten  or  twelve  days  since  that  he  would  send  me  an  un- 
armed regiment  of  1,000  men,  which  I could  arm  here,  and  I have  been 
expecting  them  every  day,  but  they  have  not  arrived. 

I have  to  report  that  I have  not  troops  to  man  the  works  on  the 
shortest  line,  that  of  Warwick  River,  and  I hope  this  regiment,  which 
of  course  is  not  drilled,  may  be  sent  to  me  without  further  delay. 

I cannot  bring  into  the  field  more  than  0,000  men  to  meet  some  30,000, 
leaving  insufficient  garrisons  in  the  works,  and  have  not  more  than 
10,000  in  all  for  duty  in  the  Peninsula  and  at  Gloucester  Point. 

We  shall  make  a glorious  fight  doubtless,  but  it  will  avail  us  nothing 
if  the  enemy  carry  our  works. 

The  Virginia  has  not  made  her  appearance,  and  the  enemy  may  take 
advantage  of  her  absence,  as  the  Monitor  draws,  it  is  reported,  only  5 
feet,  whilst  she  draws  22J  feet.  The  Virginia  can  therefore  be  easily 
eluded  by  the  Monitor,  and  the  latter  pass  up  James  River. 

1 would  like  to  be  informed  when  the  Virginia  will  again  come  out. 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  March  24,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  Army,  &c.,  Yorlctown,  Va.  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  in  reply  to  that  por- 
tion of  your  telegram  of  yesterday  which  relates  to  the  non-arrival  of 
the  re-enforcements  promised  you,  that  though  the  order  for  the  move- 
ment of  Col.  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb’s  Legion  to  the  Peninsula  was  sent  to 
Norfolk  prior  to  that  directing  that  General  Howell  Cobb’s  brigade 
be  forwarded  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  the  latter  first  reached  General 
Huger,  and  the  Legion  moved  to  Carolina  with  General  Cobb’s  com- 
mand. He  instructs  me  to  say,  however,  that  orders  have  been  issued 
for  the  Fourteenth  Alabama  Regiment,  Colonel  Judge,  to  proceed  to 
join  you  in  lieu  of  the  Cobb  Legion.  The  Twenty-sixth  Alabama,  Colonel 
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Smith,  has  been  previously  ordered  to  you,  both  beiug  now  in  this 
city. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk,  Va., 

March  24,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding : 

Sir  : I telegraphed  this  morning  to  inform  you  that  some  twenty 
steamers,  loaded  with  troops,  came  down  the  bay  last  evening.  They 
brought  large  re-enforcements,  and  immediately  commenced  to  disem- 
bark the  troops. 

Guarding  the  extent  of  country,  front  and  rear,  that  T do,  and  divided 
as  it  is  by  rivers,  I feel  weak  at  all  points,  and  cannot  concentrate 
troops  rapidly. 

I omitted  to  mention  that  two  light  batteries  accompanied  the  troops 
sent  from  Suffolk  to  Goldsborough,  Captain  McIntosh’s  battery  (his  was 
the  eleventh  company  of  the  First  South  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel 
Hamilton’s)  and  a battery  attached  to  General  Howell  Cobb’s  brigade. 
The  field  guns  on  the  Roanoke  were  not  reported  to  me,  and  I gave  no 
orders  about  them. 

Brig.  Gen.  Carter  L.  Stevenson  has  been  ordered  to  Suffolk  in  com- 
mand of  Fourth  Brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

Major- General. 


Harwood’s,  March  24.  1862.  I 
Capt.  Henry  Bryan,  I 

Assistant  Adjutant- General:  I 

Sir:  I inclose  the  above  [following].  There  is  no  doubt  the  enemy  | 
are  here  in  force,  and,  though  it  may  not  be  reasonable  that  .they  will  | 
tell  their  designs,  yet  they  have  not  come  for  nothing.  I shall  hold  | 
everything  ready  to  move  on  orders.  jj 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  | 

JOHN  A.  WINSTON,  | 

Colonel,  Commanding.  j 

[Inclosure.]  !j 

Cottage  Home,  March  24,  1862.  j| 

Sir:  The  re-enforcements  of  the  enemy  that  arrived  at  Old  Point  \>- 
yesterday,  and  encamped  in  Sinclair’s  field  and  Dr.  Ham’s  field,  extend  < 
as  far  as  tlie  eye  can  observe  toward  Hampton.  The  force  is  immense — ■ 
entirely  out  of  my  power  to  estimate.  A lieutenant  and  3 men  have  just  * 
left  my  house.  I was  informed  by  the  lieutenant  they  are  from  Manas-  H 
sas,  and  intend  an  early  advance  up  the  Peninsulaj  at  least  such  was 
the  inference  impressed  upon  my  mind  from  his  conversation.  He  , 
remarked  that  the  evacuation  of  Manassas  only  shifted  the  battle  to  ! 

this  jioint,  and  that  the  people  would  suffer  thereby.  ; 

In  great  haste  and  greater  trouble,  I am,  vours,  truly,  } 

CHARLES  COLLINS.  ^ 
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Colonel  Winston: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  above,  being  a true  copy  of 
Mr.  Collins’  letter  addressed  to  Major  Phillips. 

The  picket  reported  that  twenty-four  steamers  came  down  the  bay 
yesterday  and  proceeded  to  Old  Point. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  PULLEK, 

Captain^  Commanding  Post. 


Mr.  Collins  is  perfectly  reliable. 


B.  F.  HUDGINS, 

Captain. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

YorJctoivn^  March  25,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond: 

Sir:  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  twenty  of  the  principal  officers 
of  my  command,  assembled  together  this  evening  for  a council  of  war, 
that  in  view  of  the  known  forces  of  the  enemy  the  best  positions  which 
can  be  assumed  by  this  army  are  untenable  without  heavy  re  enforce- 
ments— at  least  10,000  immediately,  and  10,000  more  as  soon  as  they 
can  possibly  be  sent. 

It  is  their  further  opinion  that  in  falling  back  from  the  line  of  York- 
town  and  Mulberry  Point  we  yield  the  best  line  for  the  defense  of 
Richmond,  and  that  it  the  Peninsula  is  lost  Norfolk  must  necessarily 
fall,  and  the  Virginia  (Merrimac)  must  be  captured  unless  she  can  pass 
the  guns  of  Old  Point,  and  the  chances  of  fitting  up  gunboats  on  York 
River  are  given  up.  We  lose  the  fine  fortifications  on  this  line,  and 
destroy  the  confidence  of  our  army  in  the  safety  of  Richmond. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  council  that  if  the  re-enforcements  asked  are 
promised  by  the  Government  to  this  army  Yorktown  should  be  held  to 
the  last,  awaiting  their  arrival ; but  if  re-enforcements  are  not  to  be 
sent,  then  Yorktown  should  be  abandoned,  with  a view  to  save  the  gar- 
rison from  certain  capture  after  the  enemy  shall  have  penetrated  our 
second  line  of  defense  (Warwick  River  line)  and  after  the  enemy  shall 
have  ascended  the  river  with  their  iron-clad  steamers  and  cut  ofi*  com- 
munication by  water. 

•If  the  Government  considers  it  a military  necessity  to  hold  Yorktown 
under  these  circumstances  it  will  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity. 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above,  and  remain,  sir,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major- General,  Coyninanding . 

P.  S. — I give  the  result  of  the  council  of  war  in  the  language  in  which 
i^as  expressed  and  agreed  to. 

[IndorBement.j 

PP  March  26,  1862. 

r I concur  fully  in  the  opinion  that  the  re-enforcements  asked  for  are 
[bsolutely  necessary  for  the  successful  defense  of  this  Peninsula  against 
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au  advance  of  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  said  now  to  be  assembled  at 
Newport  News  and  vicinity  and  Old  Point. 

L.  McLAWS, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding  Second  Division. 


Yorktown,  March  25,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph,  * 

Secretary  of  War : I 

Sir  : I beg  leave  urgently  to  request  that  you  will  order  all  the  cav-  | 
airy  which  can  possibly  be  spared  to  this  department.  Cobb’s  Legion,  i 
which  was  promised  to  me,  has  been  ordered  to  Goldsborough,  and  I I 
am  therefore  most  inadequately  furnished  with  that  arm  of  the  service,  I 
and  will  be  entirely  overmastered  by  the  enemy,  who  are  said  to  have  I' 
1,600  well  equipped.  i 

The  accounts  of  the  very  large  forces  at  Old  Point  are  corroborated  i 
this  morning.  Should  they  advance  by  the  York  road  and  attack  York- 
town and  Ship  Point  at  the  same  time  I could  offer  little  or  no  resist- 
ance except  on  the  Warwick  Eiver  line,  as  I have  not  troops  for  the  ; 

left  flank  below  Yorktown,  though  it  is  admirably  fortified. 

Please  do  not  delay  in  sending  the  re-enforcements,  if  it  be  possible. 
If  the  attack  should  be  on  Yorktown,  the  Virginia  should  by  all  means  : 
be  made  to  pass  Old  Point  and  disperse  the  attacking  fleet.  If  this  is 
determined  on,  please  let  me  know.  She  will  thus  gain  a great  and  I 
substantial  victory.  Urge  this  upon  the  Navy  Department  and  the 
President. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major- General,  ComniandiMg. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  March  25,  1862. 
General  J.  B.  Magruder,  Yorhtown: 

We  are  making  every  possible  exertion  to  re-enforce  you.  Two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  the  cavalry  of  the  Wise  Legion  have  been  or- 
dered to  you,  and  we  will  endeavor  to  send  other  forces. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  March  25,  1862. 

General  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  at  Norfolk : 

General  : It  seems  certain  from  the  reports  received  that  the  enemy 
is  assembling  in  great  force  at  Old  Point  Comfort.  Whether  he  will 
move  against  Norfolk  or  Eichmond  nothing  is  yet  disclosed.  Should  the 
former  be  his  point  of  attack,  re-enforceaients  from  the  Army  of  the 
Peninsula  and  from  troops  concentrating  here  will  be  dispatched  to 
your  support.  You  must  therefore  prei)are  to  receive  them  and  deter- 
mine the  points  to  which  they  will  be  directed.  Watch  vigilantly  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  and  endeavor  to  discover  his  plans.  On  the 
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contrary,  should  Eichmond  be  the  object  of  his  attack  and  his  route  be 
by  the  Peninsula,  you  must  throw  across  James  Eiver  at  a point  to  reach 
his  front  as  large  a force  as  can  be  safely  withdrawn  from  the  defense 
of  Norfolk.  It  is  probable  a feint  will  be  made  against  one  city,  while 
the  attack  will  be  against  the  other,  and  great  care  and  judgment  must 
be  exercised  not  to  be  deceived.  You  must  therefore  immediately  look 
to  all  your  defenses,  organize  the  troops  to  hold  them,  mobilize  the  re- 
mainder to  move  at  a moment’s  warning,  should  they  not  be  required 
to  oppose  the  enemy  in  the  lines  around  Norfolk.  You  will  have  also 
to  arrange  means  of  transportation  should  it  be  necessary  to  cross  your 
troops  over  James  Eiver. 

The  infantry,  it  is  suggested,  might  be  sent  by  railroad  to  City  Point 
and  ferried  over  by  steamers.  Artillery  could  be  crossed  lower  down, 
from  Carter’s  Wharf  to  Grove’s  Wharf,  unless  the  enemy’s  gunboats 
prevent  it  j but  as  to  the  best  points  and  means  you  must  judge,  and 
make  such  preparations  under  both  contingencies  as  are  necessary. 

Keep  me  advised  of  the  preparations  and  movements  of  the  enemy  as 
far  as  you  can  discover,  and  also  of  your  opinion  as  to  the  object  he  has 
in  view. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
BAchmond,  Va.,  March  25,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Cotnmanding  Army  in  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  : The  President  desires  to  know  with  what  force  you  could 
march  to  re-enforce  the  Army  of  the  Peninsula  or  Norfolk,  which  are 
now  threatened  by  the  enemy  assembling  in  great  numbers,  according 
to  the  reports  received,  at  Old  Point  Comfort.  It  seems  probable  that 
the  troops  concentrating  there  are  drawn  from  the  army  of  General 
McClellan.  Whether  it  is  intended  to  move  against  Norfolk  or  Eich- 
mond there  is  yet  nothing  to  determine.  But  from  the  accounts  re- 
ceived nothing  less  than  20,000  or  30,000  men  will  be  sufficient,  with 
the  troops  already  in  iiosition,  successfully  to  oppose  them.  It  will  be 
necessary,  therefore,  for  you  to  organize  a part  of  your  troops  to  hold 
your  iiresent  line,  and  to  prepare  the  remainder  to  move  to  this  city,  to 
be  thrown  on  the  point  attacked. 

The  object  of  the  President  is  to  prepare  you  for  a movement  which 
now  appears  imperative,  as  no  troops  are  available  but  those  of  your 
army  to  meet  the  enemy  concentrating  on  the  coast. 

As  soon  as  something  more  definite  can  be  learned  you  will  be  in- 
formed, and  should  you  receive  a dispatch  saying  “Move  at  once,”  you 
will  understand  that  you  are  to  repair  immediately  to  tliis  city,  where 
you  will  be  informed  to  what  point  you  are  to  direct  your  course. 
Such  arrangements  as  you  deem  necessary  for  the  transportalion  and 
subsistence  of  your  troops  on  their  march  you  are  desired  to  make. 
Every  facility  that  can  be  given  here  to  the  same  end  will  be  prepared. 

Tliis  is  sent  by  a special  messenger,  to  insure  security  and  dispatch. 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General^  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

> Assistant  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

No.  166.  ) YorktowUj  March  25,  1862. 

W illiamsburg  is  hereby  declared  to  be  under  martial  law.  It  was  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  included  in  the  proclamation  extending  martial 
law  over  James  City  County. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder  : 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  March  26,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commandmg^  Yorhtown,  Va. : 

General  : Your  several  telegrams  of  yesterday  and  previous  dates 
were  received.  The  information  forwjirded  by  you,  derived  from  the  sig- 
nal office  at  Norfolk,  was  transmitted  by  General  Huger. ' It  is  unneces- 
sary for  you  to  repeat  in  detail  such  dispatches  ; the  substance  will  be 
sufficient,  or  your  opinion  of  the  facts  related. 

It  seems  certain  that  a large  force  of  the  enemy  is  accumulatiug  at 
Old  Point  Comfort,  no  doubt  with  a purpose  of  attacking  either  Nor- 
folk or  Eichmond,  but  which  of  these  points  he  may  select,  or  what  line 
of  approach  he  may  choose,  I have  as  yet  heard  nothing  to  enable  me 
to  decide.  Until  some  conclusion  can  be  drawn  as  to  his  point  of  at- 
tack it  would  be  manifestly  improper  to  accumulate  at  either  the  army 
to  oppose  him.  Measures,  however,  have  been  taken  to  throw  into  the 
Peninsula  the  available  troops  from  Norfolk  in  case  the  enemy  move 
against  your  line,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  be  prepared  to  re- 
enforce Norfolk  in  the  event  of  the  attack  being  upon  that  city.  All 
the  boats  on  James  Eiver  are  ordered  to  be  prepared  to  ferry  across  the 
troops,  and  troops  are  being  concentrated  in  this  city  to  be  moved  to 
either  point  that  may  be  threatened. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  the  policy  of  the  enemy  to  disguise  his  intention 
by  threatening  one  point  while  preparing  to  attack  the  other,  and  the 
utmost  care  and  judgment  should  be  exercised  to  ascertain  his  real 
design.  You  will  use  every  means  in  your  power  to  obtain  information 
on  this  point,  and  communicate  every  material  fact  tending  in  your 
opinion  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject,  with  your  own  inferences  from 
such  facts. 

Assuming  that  the  enemy  will  advance  up  the  Peninsula  to  Eich- 
moud,  and  supposing  that  their  boats  may  be  able  to  force  a passage 
by  the  batteries  on  York  and  James  Eivers,  they  will  be  in  a iiosition, 
should  they  land  on  the  Pamunkey  on  one  side  and  about  the  Chick- 
ahominy  on  the  other,  to  intercept  your  retreat,  and  will  have  turned 
the  line  of  your  laud  defenses.  You  must  take  measures  to  guard 
against  such  a (;atastrophe,  and  be  prepared  in  sucli  event  to  throw 
your  whole  force  behind  the  Chickahominy, where  a stand  must  be  made. 
For  this  purpose  you  will  cause  examinations  to  be  made  of  suitable  posi- 
tions on  the  lines  of  the  Pamunkey  and  Jame^  Eivers  above  the  water 
batteries,  to  be  occupied  by  you  in  such  force  as  to  delay  the  landing  and 
advance  of  the  enemy  while  you  are  withdrawing  the  body  of  your 
army  behind  the  Chickahominy.  In  selecting  these  i)Ositions  you  will 
ascertain  the  best  wharves  and  landings  on  each  river  above  your  river 
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batteries,  and  take  measures  in  the  event  of  the  enemy’s  passing  those 
batteries  to  destroy  those  wharves  and  impede  the  landing  of  the  en- 
emy in  every  way,  and  to  display  such  a force  opposite  the  wharves  and 
landings  which  the  enemy  may  approach  as  to  delay  his  advance  while 
the  body  of  your  army  is  being  withdrawn  behind  the  proposed  new 
line.  Of  course  you  will  understand  that  these  positions  to  cover  the 
withdrawal  of  your  army  are  only  to  be  occupied  by  you  in  the  event  of 
the  danger  of  the  enemy’s  passing  the  river  batteries  becoming  so  im- 
minent as  in  your  judgment  to  render  it  necessary. 

Ill  the  mean  time  you'  will  only  select  suitable  places  to  be  occu- 
pied by  you  in  the  happening  of  the  contingency  above  mentioned,  and 
make  such  preparations  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  pur- 
poses above  indicated.  All  the  information  received  here  leads  me  to 
believe  that  the  troops  of  the  enemy  now  being  concentrated  at  Old 
Point  are  drawn  from  the  army  that  has  heretofore  been  threatening 
the  lines  lately  occupied  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  General 
Johnston. 

I am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  March  26,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding^  dfc.,  YorJctown,  Va. : 

General  : Your  telegram  of  to-day  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  has  been  referred  to  me  for  a reply. 

I would  remark,  in  commencement,  that  no  secrecy,  either  as  to  your  ' 
movements  or  views,  can  be  maintained  if  you  make  them  the  subject 
of  telegraphic  dispatches.  Experience  shows  that  information  trans- 
mitted by  telegraph  becomes  known,  and  is  even  reported  in  the  public 
journals.  I would  advise,  therefore,  that  all  matters  important  to  be 
concealed  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a letter.  In  the  present  in- 
stance I fear  both  your  plans  and  condition  will  become  public. 

My  letter  of  this  morning  will  explain  to  you  the  views  taken  as  re- 
gards the  position  and  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  the  measures  contem- 
l)lated  to  meet  the  emergency  should  it  be  discovered  that  his  intention 
is  to  advance  by  way  of  the  Peninsula. 

As  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  your  strongest  line  of  defense  is  that 
between  Yorktown  and  Mulberry  Point,  which  I believe  had  been 
adopted  by  you,  and  I think  can  best  be  held  as  long  as  your  hanks 
are  not  turned  by  the  passage  of  the  enemy  up  either  river.  If  you 
abandon  that  line  I know  no  better  i)Osition  you  could  assume  on  the 
Peninsula. 

I would  advise  that  in  assembling  a council  of  war  it  should  con- 
sist of  onlj^  a few  of  the  principal  officers  of  your  command.  The  dis- 
advantages of  a large  council  will  be  apparent  to  you. 

I am.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Your  telegram  relative  to  the  detailed  men  at  “Glass  Island” 
has  been  received,  but  is  not  understood,  no  one  here  knowing  anything 
of  “Glass  Island,” 
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Assistant  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  March  20,  1862. 

Captain  Taylor,  Aide-de-Camp : 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  means  of  transportation  on  James 
Eiver : 

Steamer  Northhampton;  capacity,  800  men  and  baggage. 

Steamer  Shultz ; capacity,  400  men  and  baggage. 

Steamer  Jiinalnska,  tug. 

Steamer  David  Currie,  tug. 

Schooner  North  Wind;  capacity,  300  men  and  baggage. 

Schooner  Delaphine  Hubert ; capacity,  300  men  and  baggage. 
Schooner  James  Buchanan;  capacity,  300  men  and  baggage. 
Schooner  Eebecca;  capacity,  300  men  and  baggage. 

Ark  Dick  Bownee;  capacity,  500  men  and  baggage. 

Ark  Baty;  capacity,  400  men  and  baggage. 

Total  3,300. 

Also  lighters  and  barges,  which,  carrying  baggage,  will  increase  the 
capacity  of  the  vessels  to  carry  troops  25  per  cent. 

The  private  steamer  West  Point,  capacity  800  men,  is  undergoing 
repairs,  and  cannot  be  chartered  until,  say,  Thursday. 

All  these  vessels  are  directed  to  be  held  ready  for  immediate  use. 
Capt.  Kensey  Johns,  acting  quartermaster,  is  specially  in  charge  of 
them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LAEKIN  SMITH, 

Acting  Quartermaster- General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  March  26,  1862. 


Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  Repartmentj  (he.,  Norfolk^  Fa.  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say,  in  relation  to  that 
portion  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  two  light  batteries  with  the  troops  sent  from  your  command  to 
North  Carolina,  that  there  are  in  camp  near  this  city  several  artillery 
comx)anies  awaiting  to  be  furnished  with  guns;  that  he  has  done  all  in 
his  power  to  hasten  their  equipment,  and  that  when  ready,  unless  there 
is  a more  urgent  demand  for  them  elsewhere,  one  or  more  will  be  sent 
to  replace  those  taken  from  you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
RapidaUj  3Iarch  26,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army: 

General:  Your  letter  of  yesterday,  communicating  the  President’s 
instructions  to  me  to  hold  the  troops  of  this  army  in  readiness  to  march 
and  asking  what  force  I can  bring  to  the  Peninsula  or  Norfolk,  is  just 
received. 

The  force  here,  excluding  arrivals  of  men  returned  from  furlough 
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jiirI  recruits,  arrived  since  the  22d  instant,  amounts  to  about  2;j,000; 
that  near  Fredericksburg,  according  to  Major-General  Holmes,  to  about 
12,000.  Major-General  Jackson  has  been  falling  back  for  a few  days 
before  a greatly  superior  force.  His  strength  on  the  28th  February 
was  about  5,000. 

If  summoned  to  Eichmond,  I shall  leave  on  this  frontier  only  such  a 
force  as  is  now  employed  on  outpost  duty,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  mask- 
ing the  movement.  That  will  enable  me  to  take  to  Eichmoud  at  least 
25,000  men,  after  the  return  of  Brigadier-General  Jones,  just  ordered 
with  about  5,000  men  to  the  Blue  Eidge,  to  support  General  Jackson. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHESTON, 

General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division, 

March  20,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston; 


General:  On  Tuesday,  25th  instant,  I went  toward  Manassas,  and 
derived  information  respecting  the  enemy  from  a Mr.  Butler,  whose 
brother  lives  near  Manassas,  and  from  a Mr.  Davidson,  who  was  ar- 
rested as  a spy  by  the  Yankees  and  treated  very  badly,  his  horse’s  tail 
and  mane  being  shaved. 

General  French,  with  a brigade,  is  at  Manassas.  General  Sumner 
was  expected  to  cross  Bull  Eun  on  Tuesday.  Two  of  the  regiments  are 
from  Pennsylvania  ; others  from  Hew  York  City.  The  cavalry  is  esti- 
mated at  2,000  j the  horses  look  very  well.  Soldiers  are  in  good  spirits, 
saying  they  do  notexiiect  another  battle  will  be  fought.  They  estimate 
their  reserves  along  the  railroad  and  at  Alexandria  at  200,000.  The  late 
retreat  was  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  food.  They  are  working 
very  slowly  at  Bull  Eun  Bridge,  apparently  for  effect.  Ho  other  repairs 
are  going  on. 

They  expect  Banks  continually,  and  all  the  soldiers  now  at  Manassas 
look  to  be  removed  to  another  iioint. 

Pickets  extend  a mile  or  so  from  Manassas.  Scouting  parties  come 
to  Broad  Eun.  They  are  searching  the  houses  for  concealed  Southern 
property.  They  say  they  will  arrest  all  who  gave  money  to  the  army 
or  had  sick  soldiers^  at  their  houses  last  summer.  Their  health  is,  and, 
as  they  say,  has  been,  good.  They  have  a great  deal  of  artillery  with 
them.  The  negroes  come  in  in  shoals,  and  are  immediatelv  told  to  go 
to  the  rear. 


The  above  information  is  up  to  Monday,  the  2Ith  instant. 

A command,  size  unknown,  marched  up  the  railroad  this  morning 
with  drums.  Tliey  were  3 miles  above  Bristoe. 

Very  respectfully, 


W.  STODDEET. 


[ludoiseraent.] 


' March  27,  1802. 

Eespectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  President.  The 
writer  is  the  brother  of  Major-General  Ewell.  His  residence  is  about 
5 miles  from  Manassas,  in  tlie  direction  of  Warren  ton. 

J.  E.  JOHHSTOH. 
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Headquarters  Camp  McIntosh, 

March  20,  1862—4  p.  in. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Commanding  : 

General  : At  a point  about  7 miles  below  this  a large  column  of  in- 
fantry was  seen  on  the  march  this  way  at  2 p.  m.  Captain  Gaither  says 
he  counted  six  regiments  witliout  seeing  either  end  of  the  column  ; six 
regimenta  l colors  were  counted.  They  were  marching  across  the  lields 
parallel  to  the  railroad  and  in  view  of  it.  I immediately  sent  the  First 
Virginia  Cavalry  (Jones’)  down  to  observe  the  enemy  and  report,  and 
have  not  since  heard.  It  is  probable  they  will  cam}!  near  Weavers vi lie 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUAET, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  and  Fifth  Brigs.,  Dept,  of  Norfolk, 

Buffolh,  Vu.,  March  26,  1862. 
Col.  S.  S.  Anderson,  A.  A.  G.,  Department  of  Norfolk.,  Norfolk.,  Va.: 

Colonel:  I have  examined  the  country  surrounding  Suffolk  with  a 
view  to  the  defense  of  it  and  the  railroads. 

The  battery  and  barrier  referred  to  in  Brigadier-General  Eandolph’s 
memorandum  are  nearly  completed,  and  the  guns  will  be  mounted  as 
soon  as  a company  shall  be  designated  for  it.  Captain  Poor  informs 
me  there  is  one  (Captain  Otey’s)  in  Eichmond  without  a battery  that 
General  Eandolph  tliought  could  be  obtained.  It  should  be  manned 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  material  for  the  bridge  over  the  Nansemond  and  its  western 
branch,  communication  between  the  First,  Second,  and  Fourth  Bri- 
gades, is  nearly  readj^,  and  that  over  the  branch  will  be  constructed  in 
a few  days. 

The  approaches  from  the  south  are  so  easy,  and  the  country  so  open, 
that  with  the  troops  now  liere  the  enemy,  if  in  force,  could  not  be  held 
in  check  for  any  length  of  time.  I respectfully  ask  that  the  command- 
ing general  will  urge  upon  the  Department  the  vital  importance  of  send- 
ing a considerable  re-enforcement  here  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
All  of  the  cavalry  in  this  Fourth  Brigade — about  40  ettectiv'e  men — are 
now  used  as  vedettes  and  couriers  between  this  place  and  Harvey’s 
Neck,  on  the  Sound.  Tlie  distances  to  the  several  landings  on  the 
Chowan  below  Wyanoke — Colonel  Armistead’s  camp  and  battery  (I  do 
not  think  the  enemy  would  ascend  the  river  that  far) — are  so  short  that 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  intelligence  of  the  tirst  ap])earance 
of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  up  the  Sound  should  be  communicated  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  To  insure  this  and  to  scout  the  country  thoroughly 
to  provide  against  spies  in  the  guise  of  ffshmongers  and  traders  (I  find 
there  are  many  now  passing,  but  shall  stop  it  at  once)  the  cavalry 
force  there  is  not  sufficient. 

The  Fifth,  Seventh,  Eighth,  and  Ninth  North  Carolina  Militia  (mere 
fragments),  now  on  duty  in  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Brigades,  have  not  all 
been  mustered  into  service.  Will  you  designate  some  one  to  perform 
that  duty? 

I shall  leave  to-morrow  to  inspect  the  trooi)s  and  defenses  on  the 
Eoanoke  and  those  in  the  Fourth  Brigade  south  of  this  place. 

I am,  sir,  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Brigad ier-  Genera ?,  Commanding. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

i Richmond^  March  26,  1862. 

#**##** 
yil.  The  military  department  of  Henrico,  under  the  command  of 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder,  is  extended  to  include  the  city  of  Peters- 
burg and  the  adjoining  and  surrounding  country  to  the  distance  of 
10  miles. 

# * * # * * - * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

No.  699.  ) YorMoicn^  March  26,  1862. 

* * *-*-**  * 

XXI.  The  women  and  children  in  Yorktown  are  directed  to  leave 
Ee  place  without  delay. 

Brigadier-General  Eains  will  cause  this  order  to  be  executed. 

* * 

By  order  of  Major-General  Magruder  : 

HENRY  BRYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Yorktown,  March  27,  1862. 

Ion.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  The  enemy  is  just  reported,  by  Colonel  Oiimmiug,  at  Young’s 
lill,  to  be  advancing  in  great  force  on  the  Warwick  road.  He  is  ad- 
yncing  with  all  his  forces  on  three  roads,  having  been  reported  to  be  at 
tykes’  Comer,  as  well  as  above  Bethel.  Please  answer  by  telegraph. 

By  holding  the  works  in  front  ot  Williamsburg  the  re-enforcements 
Hght  be  in  time.  If  he  carry  our  line  on  the  Warwick  River  we  shall 
ise  a part  of  our  artillery. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


r Yorktown,  March  27,  1862. 

lou.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  following  dispatch  received  to-day  from  Norfolk : 

1 ’ Norfolk,  March  27,  1862. 

eiieral  Magruder:  ? ^ • 

received  large  re-eufoiceuieDts  at  Fort  Monroe  and  Newport 
B^8  tlio  last  three  days.  It  would  he  hard  to  estimate  bow  many.  The  town  of 
lamptoii  and  all  the  available  beach  to  Fort  Monroe  is  occupied  by  encampments: 
so  Newpwt  News  and  1 mile  below  there;  also  two  encampments  between  Newport 

h shore.  I think  myself  the  re-enforcements  cannot 

p lar  irom  .10,000,  if  not  more. 

M^day  prevails.  Vessels  are  arriving  and  departing  continually,  night 

•IAS.  F.  MILLIGAN, 

SUjnal  Officer. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGKUDEK, 

Mdjor-dencnil. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

89.  } Eapidan^  March  27,  1862. 

Brig.  Gea.  Charles  W.  Field,  P.  A.  0.  S.,  will  report  for  duty  to  Maj. 
Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  commanding  Aqnia  District. 

Bv  command  of  General  Johnston; 

A.  P.  AlASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Biclimondj  Fn.,  March  27,  1862.  i 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder,  I 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Peninsula^  Yorhtoicn,  Va. : | 

General  : Yonr  letter  of  the  24th  instant  to  the  honorable  Secretary  | 
of  War  has  been  referred  to  General  Lee,  who  directs  me  to  say  that  j 
the  Fourteenth  Eegiment  Alabama  Volunteers  left  this  city  this  morn-  i 
ing  for  Yorktown  to  join  your  command,  and  that  the  unarmed  regi-  j 
ment  from  the  same  State  (Twenty-sixth)  will  leave  here  to-morrow,  \ 
also  to  join  you,  and  by  you  be  armed.  i ' 

The  general  instructs  me  to  add  that  he  has  been  informed  by  the  { 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  the  Virginia  is  now  about  ready  to  come  i 
out,  but  the  exact  day  when  she  will  move  is  not  known  to  him. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

' ' AY.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Engineer  Bureau, 
Piehmond^  March  27,  1862. 

Capt.  John  J.  Clarke,  P.  A.  0.  S.,  , 

Engineer  in  Charge  Alulherry  Island  Point: 

Dear  Sir:  It  seems  almost  needless  to  urge  upon  you  the  vigorous ^ 
prosecution  of  the  Avorks  at  Mulberry  Point,  but  I do  so  at  the  sugges-i 
tion  of  General  Lee,  who  thinks  it  a matter  of  paramount  importance.  [ 
I received  to-day  a telegram  from  General  Magruder  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  directed'you  to  place  the  42  and  68  pounders  in  barbette  in  the 
work  surrounding  Crafford’s  house.  In  this,  from  the  lights  before  me, 

I should  think  the  general  probably  right.  The  work  on  the  point  can 
then  be  prosecuted  untrammeled  by  guns  in  position. 

I sent  you  to-day  1,000  sand  bags,  and  you  will  receive  with  this  letter^ 
the  first  installment  of  bolts  for  the  casemate  batter;^\  I have 
trying  in  vain,  so  far,  to  procure  wronght-irou  protection  for  the 
brasures,  but  think  that  I have  succeeded  to-day  in  making  a plan 
procuring  flat-bar  railroad  iron  from  the  Richmond  and  Danville 
road  Company  which  aarII  be  perfectly  satisfactory.  A tracing  will  be  j 
sent  to  you  to-morroAV.  I shall  write  a note  this  evening  to  Colonelj 
Gorgas,  requesting  him  to  send  you  immediately  a 6.4-inch  rifle  guiJ,j| 
64-pouuder  columbiad  pattern,  with  barbette  carriage  pintle-block, 
Avhich  is  here  on  hand  complete.  One  casemate  carriage  will  be  finished 
this  Aveek  and  tive  the  next,  if  promises  may  be  relied  on.  i 

General  Leeis  particularly  desirous  that  all  your  nnmonnted  gnus 
should  be  mounted  immediately,  and  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  1 
do  not  think  you  can  do  better  than  to  mount  them  all  in  the  coveringi 
works  around  CraffbixTs  house.  Of  that,  however,  you  Avill  probably., 
be  the  best  judge, 
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At  Harden’s  Bluff  General  Lee  is  particularly  desirous  that  two  guns 
at  least  should  be  mounted  for  rear  protection,  and  that  the  guns  on 
the  water  front  should  be  well  traversed.  He  also  suggests  that  a few 
large  guns  might  be  arranged  on  the  bluff  outside  of  and  protected  by 
the  fort.  Is  it  possible  to  do  anything  in  that  way?  Separation  and 
scattering  of  the  guns,  if  possible,  he  considers  the"  best  disposition. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

ALBEED  L.  EIYES, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer  Bureau, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Va.,  March  27,  1862. 

Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Commissary-  General^  &c. : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  10,000  troops  have  been 
ordered  and  are  expected  to  arrive  in  this  city.  A portion  may  be 
liere  to-night.  It  will  be  necessary  to  make  provision  at  once  for  them. 
. I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Raindan,  March  27,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Richmond: 

Sir  : I received  yesterday  a letter  from  you  dated  March  25,  in  which 
you  give  me  the  President’s  orders  to  be  prepared  to  move  to  Eich- 
mond,  on  the  way  to  the  Peninsula  or  Norfolk,  with  all  the  force  I can, 
after  proper  dispositions  on  this  line. 

This  afternoon  I received  by  telegraph  an  order  to  send  10,000  men 
instead  of  the  effective  force  named  in  your  letter. 

I beg  leave,  with  all  deference,  to  suggest  to  the  President  the  expe- 
diency of  transferring  to  the  point  about  to  be  attacked  the  whole 
available  torce  of  this  department.  In  making  such  a movement  I 
would  leave  only  such  a line  of  outposts  as  would  serve  to  mask  it. 

The  division  of  the  troops  of  this  department  made  by  the  telegram 
of  this  afternoon  leaves  on  this  line  a force  too  weak  to  oppose  an 
invasion,  and  furnishes  to  the  threatened  point  a re-enforcement  too 
small  to  command  success.  Por  the  sake  of  expedition  I have  ordered 
about  7,500  men  from  this  vicinity  by  railroad  to  move  to-morrow  and 
2,500  to  be  transported  in  the  same  manner  from  Predericksburg. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 

I S' — Major-General  Ewell’s  division  is  on  the  Eappahannock,  near 

the  bridge  ; the  cavalry,  about  1,100,  beyond  the  river. 

The  divisions  of  Major-General  Longstreet,  Brig.  Gens.  D.  E.  Jones, 
Early,  and  H.  11.  Hill,  ten  brigades,  averaging  near  2,000  men,  are  in 
this  vicinity. 

The  corps  of  General  Sumner  was  sui)posed  to  be  at  Cedar  Eun  at  2 
o’clock  to-day,  12  miles  from  the  Eappahannock. 
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March  28—7  a.  in. 

1 in(*iose  reports  from  Brigadier-General  Stuart  on  the  subject. 

The  letter  from  General  Jackson  was  received  this  morning.* 

We  cannot  win  without  concentrating.  Should  my  suggestion  be 
approved  say  so  by  telegraph,  and  the  movement  will  be  made  with 
all  expedition  from  Fredericksburg  and  this  place. 

J.  E.  J. 


The  troops  ordered  to  Bichmond  are  Early’s  division  and  Toombs’ 
brigade;  their  artilhwv,  four  batteries,  are  ordered  to  march. 

J.  E.  J. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  1.] 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

March  27,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  : 

' General  : The  enemy's  column  has  been  in  motion  since  12,  but  at 
live  minutes  past  2 had  not  crossed  the  run  near  Warrenton  Junction. 
They  have  baggage,  say  450  wagons  ; scarcely  any  cavalry  visible  then. 
They  are  spreading  about  on  Cedar  Eun  to  find  fords.  Colonel  Jones 
says,  “Undoubtedly  they  are  in  strong  force.”  They  have  not  yet  left 
the  railroad  far,  and  so  far  as  movements  now  indicate  they  are  march- 
ing along  the  general  direction  of  the  railroad.  Eadford  has  been  or- 
dered to  retire  by  way  of  Warrenton  Springs,  burning  bridges,  and  to 
halt  on  the  south  bank  Eappahannock.  The  direction  of  this  movement 
is  not  and  will  not  be  fully  developed  till  they  cross  Cedar  Eun  and 
have  proceeded  3 miles  this  side.  Their  progress  must  be  very  slow. 

In  haste, 

J.  E.  B.  STUAET. 

finclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters,  Bealeton — 4.15  p.  m. 

Dear  General  : I did  not  ask  for  another  regiment.  I think  I have 
enough  to  make  a graceful  retreat ; also  two  mountain  howitzers,  which 
I may  send  back  this  evening.  The  order  referred  to  was,  I think,  for 
you  to  move  toward  Fredericksburg.  A drummer-boy  just  caught,  who 
is  very  communicative.  He  says  Sumner’s  corps  is  in  force  in  front  of 
us,  and  that  his  corjis  and  Banks’  are  to  form  a junction  at  and  march 
on  Gordonsville.  He  says  they  have  three  batteries  of  artillery.  He 
says  Sumner  has  four  divisions — Heintzelman’s,  Bienker’s,  Eichardson’s, 

and ’s,  three  brigades  to  a division.  He  says  McClellan  i.s  still  at 

Fairfax,  with  heavy  reserves  of  artillery  and  troops,  “waiting  to  see 
where  we  are  going  to  make  a stand.” 

Please  send  this  on  to  General  Johnston.  He  also  says  that  there  is 
talk  of  McDowell  going  to  the  West  and  that  Burnside  has  had  re-en- 
forcements. 

[Not  signed.] 

[Inclosuro  No.  3.] 

Headquarters, 

Bealeton,  Mareli  27,  [1862] — 8.30  p.  m. 

General  Johnston: 

General  : The  enemy  has  camped  at  Warrenton  Junction.  He  made 
a great  to-do  crossing  and  recrossing  Cedar  Eun,  firing  artillery  at  a 


Of  March  27.  It  will  he  printed  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XII,  Part  III. 
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few  vedettes,  and  tlie  like,  and  lias  actnally  made  3 miles  with  his  ad- 
Avaiice  guard.  I begin  to  think  this  is  a mere  demonstration,  but  when  I 
receive  Colonel  Jones’  report  I may  be  able  to  tell,  and  better  to-mor- 
row. To-night  I send  around  toward  the  enemy’s  rear  to  hnd  ouE  if 
])ossible,  the  real  force.  They  have  a great  number  of  wagons* 

Colonel  Jones’  has  arrived,  but  brings  nothing  but  confirmation  of 
previous  reports.  He  says  the  enemy  seemed  disi)osed  to  make  a dis- 
play, and  marched  so  as  to  give  him  a review  of  10,000  men  at  least. 
The  circumstances  of  the  drummer’s  arrest,  since  brought  to  light,  throw 
some  suspicion  on  his  information,  and  it  ought  therefore  to  be  received 
Avith  allowance.  He  may  have  been  sent  over  to  humbug  us.  I heard 
from  Warrenton  this  evening,  and  from  Colonel  Munford  also.  He 
writes  from  Middleburg.  I inclose  his  letter.  He  is  doing  admirable 
service  there. 

The  dispatches  I have  heretofore  sent  started  in  ample  time  to  reach 
you  before  10  p.  m.  I would  be  glad  if  you  would  give  orders  not  to 
have  my  dispatches  delivered  to  you  till  morning,  as  messengers  are 
too  uncertain  for  me  to  make  the  calcidation  at  this  distance. 

Most  respectfullv,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

' ■ J.  E.  B.  STUAET, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


[Sub-inclosurc.] 

Eear  Middleburg,  March  27, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  are  making 
another  march  and  in  a different  direction.  I saw  a gentleman  yester- 
day morning  who  had  been  in  the  enemy’s  camp,  and  reported  that  they 
had  moved  up  rmry  hurriedly  toward  Snickersville,but  they  have  counter- 
marched, and  are  now  making  for  Aldie.  1 saw  their  traips  yesterday 
evening,  and  last  night  took  30  men  and  scouted  over  near  them — 
Union — Avhere  I captured  the  prisoner  I send  you.  He  was  dressed  in 
citizen’s  clotlies,  had  hid  his  uniform,  Enfield  rifle,  &c.,  and  was  tam- 
l)ering  with  the  negroes.  I will  send  you  the  man  to-day  at  whose  house 
he  was  staying.  * 1 liope  he  will  be  treated  as  a spy.  They  are  about 
7,000  strong  and  have  an  immense  train.  I understand  twenty  of  their 
wagons  are  loaded  with  ammunition.  The  scamp  Geary  commands  the 
advance.  General  Abercrombie’s  brigade  at  Alountville,  and  it  is  re- 
ported that  Banks  is  there  with  him.  I will  endeavor  to  find  some- 
thing definite  of  their  destination  to-day.  They  deceived  me  yesterday 
01-  1 could  have  burnt  Carter’s  Bridge.  Tlieir  advance  guard  had  not 
b(‘en  there  an  hour  before  Ave  Avere  at  or  in  sight  of  the  bridge. 

Very  respectfulhy 

THOMAS  T.  MUNEOBD, 

Lieutenant- Colonel ^ Comdg.  Detachment  Second  Yirginia  Cavalry. 


Bapidan,  March  28,  1862. 
Hon.  George  AV.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  War  : 

It  is  necessary  to  moA^e  ])ublic  j)ro])erty  from  GordonsAulle.  The 
commissary-general  forbids  our  sending  it  to  Richmond.  AAdiere  shall 
it  go  ? 

J.  E.  JOLINSTON. 
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Etohmond,  Va.,  March  28,  18G2. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

liaindan  : 

Use  your  own  discretion  in  the  matter.  General  Lee  thinks,  liow- 
ever,  that  they  had  better  not  be  sent  here. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 

Richmond^  Va.,  March  28,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Rapidan,  Va. : 

General:  Your  letter  by  Mr.  Turner  of  the  26th  has  been  received, 
together  with  the  reports  of  Mr.  Stoddert  and  General  Stuart. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  conveyed  by  your  telegraphic  dis- 
patch (No.  50)  that  the  enemy  was  reported  in  force  in  front  of  your 
line  beyond  Eappahannock  Bridge,  coupled  with  his  reported  strength 
in  the  above-named  reports,  you  have  been  desired  in  a dispatch  just 
sent  to  use  your  discretion  in  complying  with  the  requisition  for  troops, 
as  it  was  feared  your  line  could  not  be  weakened  and  held,  and  no 
stronger  ground  is  known  to  me  between  your  position  and  Eichmond 
than  that  you  occupy. 

Since  then  your  dispatch  (No.  55)  has  been  received,  recommending 
that  you  repair  here  with  the  largest  number  of  troops  named  in  my  j 
letter  of  the  25th,  viz,  30,000,  from  which  it  is  inferred  that  you  ap-  < 
prehend  no  attack  upon  your  line.  If  this  inference  is  correct,  you  can 
commence  the  movement  of  your  troops  to  this  place.  The  reason  the 
President  desired  in  my  first  telegrajihife  dispatch  that  only  about  half 
the  troops  you  might  designate  for  re-enforcing  our  right  flank  should 
be  sent  was  to  have  a portion  in  position  here  to  throw  where  required, 
Avhile  the  balance  might  follow  if  necessary;  for  although  the  enemy 
is  menacing  both  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  he  has  not  3^et  disclosed  his 
real  design  further  than  by  advancing  up  the  Peninsula  as  far  as  Bethel, 
but  in  what  force  is  not  yet  known.  You  can  therefore,  with  this  u'nder- 
standiug  of  the  case,  proceed  to  forward  the  desired  re-enforcements  in 
part  or  whole,  as  in  your  judgment  they  can  be  spared  from  the  defense 
of  your  line.  It  is  unnecessary  to  observe  that  the  baggage  of  the  de- 
tachment should  be  as  light  as  possible. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General,,  Commanding. 


Headquarter  s, 
Richmond,  Va.,  March  28,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  27th,  by  Lieutenant  Washington,  your 
aide-de-camp,  has  been  received.  The  reports  of  Generals  Jackson  and 
Stuart  indicate  a large  force  in  your  front.  Should  the  enemy  seize 
Gordonsville  and  Charlottesville  and  advance  his  right  wing  to  Staunton 
the  whole  of  Western  Yirginia,  our  lines  of  communication  tbrougli 
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Tennessee,  and  the  armies  of  Generals  Edward  Johnson,  Heth,  and 
Marshall  will  be  cut  off.  The  enemy  is  apparently  advancing  to  your 
present  position,  and  if  your  force  is  weakened  so  as  to  entail  the  loss 
of  the  line  of  the  Eapidan  it  will  carry  with  it  the  consequences  above 
stated. 

When  the  proposition  was  made  to  you  to  co-operate  with  a large 
part  of  your  forces  in  the  defense  of  the  Peninsula  or  NTorfolk,  as  the 
case  might  be,  it  was  under  the  supposition  that  the  enemy  could  not 
advance,  which  would  therefore  require  in  your  present  line,  for  the 
period  during  which  you  were  exi^ected  to  be  absent,  but  little  more 
than  an  army  of  observation.  If  such  be  the  fact,  then  you  will  move 
with  all  the  force  you  think  it  safe  to  withdraw.  But  as  a mode  of  ex- 
pressing to  you  the  limit  which  it  is  intended  to  affix  I will  cite  the  re- 
mark of  the  President,  that  the  loss  of  the  Central  road  and  commu- 
nication with  the  valley  at  Staunton  would  be  more  injurious  than  the 
withdrawal  from  the  Peninsula  and  the  evacuation  of  Norfolk.  You 
are  aware  that  between  your  present  position  and  Eichmond  there  is 
no  defensive  line  so  strong  as  that  you  now  hold,  and  this  consideration 
gives  to  that  line  an  additional  value. 

The  President  is  not  at  all  reluctant  to  take  the  responsibility  of  any 
movement  of  the  propriety  of  which  he  is  confident,  and  it  is  only  de- 
signed to  ask  of  you  that  judgment  which  your  better  information  en- 
ables you  more  safely  to  render.  He  desires  you  to  exercise  that  judg- 
ment and  give  him  the  benefit  of  your  views.  In  the  mean  time,  if 
doubtful  of  the  course  to  be  pursued,  he  invites  you  to  a full  conference 
at  this  place,  where  the  latest  intelligence  is  collected. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  BEE, 
General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond.  Va..  March  28,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Colston, 

Commanding^  ffic.,  near  Smithfield,  Va.  : 

General  : In  order  to  enable  you  to  carry  out  the  instructions  which 
you  will  receive  from  Major-General  Huger  in  relation  to  the  crossing 
of  your  brigade  to  the  Peninsula  to  re  enforce  General  Magruder  a boat 
will  be  sent  to  Stone  House  Wharf,  on  James  Eiver,  and  held  subject  to 
your  order. 

It  is  not  intended  that  you  shall  cross  the  river  until  you  have  posi- 
tive evidence  that  a demonstration  is  being  made  against  General  Ma- 
gruder. The  move  on  the  Peninsula  may  be  a feint  and  the  real  attack 
be  on  Norfolk. 

You  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  keep  yourself  accurately  advised  of 
what  transpires  on  the  Peninsula,  and  should  there  be  any  positive  in- 
dications of  his  moving  in  force  in  that  direction  you  will  cross,  and  re- 
port to  General  Magruder  with  all  dispatch.  Great  care  and  judgment 
must  be  exercised  to  prevent  being  deceived  as  to  the  real  intent  of  the 
enemy,  and  much  rests  on  your  discretion  and  decision. 

Inform  General  Magruder  of  your  position  and  ability  to  join  him 
when  actually  necessaiy. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

Genera I,  Coin mandin g. 


(Copy  sent  to  General  Huger.) 
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Headquarters,  i 

Jamestoivn,  March  28,  18G2.  j 

Col.  B.  S Ewell  : 

Hear  Sir  : I liave  the  honor  to  report  that  we  haA^e  of  heavy  artil- 
lery, including  all  the  new  recruits,  about  400  men,  and  only  have  80 
percussion  muskets  besides  what  the  militia  have  ; therefore,  we  want 
120  to  arm  one-half  of  the  heavy  artillery.  We  only  have  4,000  car- 
tridges for  muskets.  I shall  be  on  the  alert  for  the  enemy.  The  tlying  | 
artillery  company  under  Captain  Jordan  are  100  strong  and  the  militia 
about  20  men  only,  so  that  we  have  520  men  on  the  island  in  all.  Cap-  ] 
tain  Jordan  lacks  30  horses  for  his  light  artillery. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HILL  CAETEE, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


General  Orders, 
No.  108. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm^  near  Lee’s  Mill^  March  28,  1802. 
The  enemy  is  at  length  advancing.  We  shall  fight  him  on  the  line  of  i 
Warwick  Eiver.  Already  he  is  about  to  occupy  Young’s  Mill.  The 
commanding  general  is  aware  that  every  man  will  do  his  duty.  He 
therefore  giVes  these  few  general  directions : , . . 

1st.  Hereafter,  until  further  orders,  three  days’  cooked  provisions 
will  be  kept  in  the  haversacks  and  hard  bread  be  drawn  instead  of 

2d!  The  arms  of  all  descriptions  will  be  put  in  the  most  perfect  order  : 
and  kept  so.  A full  supply  of  ammunition,  dry  and  in  perfect  order,  i 
will  be  kept  always  on  hand  by  every  corps.  Commanding  officers  will 
deposit  near  the  fighting  ground  of  their  regiment  any  surplus  supply  | 
of  ammunition  which  they  may  haA^e,  so  as  to  get  at  it  conA^enientQ . | 
Additional  sujiplies  are  at  Williamsburg  and  Yorktown.  In  sending 
for  these,  commanding  officers  will  be  careful  in  every  case  to  state  the 
caliber  and  kind  of  arm  for  which  it  is  required,  and  ordnance  officei^  ^ 
will  issue  without  waiting  for  the  approvnl  of  the  commanding  general. 

Each  man  Avill  take  care  to  aim  well,  fire  low,  and  bring  his  man.  j 
When  fighting  in  the  woods  regimental  and  company  officers  wull  see  j 
that  the  men  are  extended  at  considerable  intervals  and  so  kept,  taking 
advantage  of  natural  obstacles.  The  disposition  of  inen  is  generally  I 
to  huddle  together,  in  consequence  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  torin  a i 
regular  line  of  skirmishers  and  the  line  is  not  sufficiently  extended. 

3d.  Commanders  of  all  infantry  corps  serving  with  artillery  must 
always  designate  a sufficient  number  of  the  intantry  to  protect  the  ai-  . 
tiller.v,  and  in  all  marches,  Avhether  to  the  front  or  rear,  these  coin- 
maiuiers  will  place  artillery  in  the  intervals  between  the  intantry,  so 
that  the  infantry  can  fully  protect  them. 

In  marching  on  a narrow  road  there  aauII  always  be  one  or  two  pieces 
of  artillery  in  front,  preceded  by  infantry,  and  one  or  two  jiieces  iii 
rear,  followed  by  infantry.  Cavalry,  wlien  in  column  on  the  road,  must 
be  in  front  and  rear,  the  larger  portion  in  front.  If  attacked  in  retreat, 
the  cavalry  Avhich  brings  up  the  rear  and  the  intantry  which  protects 
the  artillery  must  move  out  of  the  road  a little  to  allow  the  artillery  to 
fire  at  the"  enemy  and  stop  the  pursuit.  Should  the  enemy’s  cavali’i 
charge  upon  the  rear  of  a column  with  a view  of  capturing  the  artil- 
lery, the  infantry  must  form  a square  or  a circle  to  protect  it,  coming 
to  a charge  bayonet,  and  firing  when  necessary. 
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Commanding  officers  when  retreating  must  look  particularly  to  their 
rear  and  to  the  artillery  there  stationed.  As  the  enemy  is  clothed  with 
more  uniformity  tiian  our  men,  and  generally  in  darker  clothes,  and  as 
many  of  our  regiments  may  come  to  whom  badges  cannot  be  issued, 
it  is  ordered  that  all  badges  now  worn  by  our  men  be  abolished,  and 
none  will  hereafter  be  worn  unless  further  ordered. 

The  men  are  reminded  that,  our  forces  not  being  equal  to  the  enemy’s, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  them  from  the  front  to  the  rear  and 
from  the  right  to  the  left,  withdrawing  them  from  battle  in  one  place 
to  engage  them  in  battle  at  another,  and  therefore  their  movements  in 
withdrawing  from  battle  should  be  deliberate  and  calm,  holding  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  repel  any  attack  that  may  be  made  upon  them 
while  withdrawing  to  the  rear,  marching  to  the  front,  or  moving  to  the 
right  or  left. 

Every  night  after  a battle  the  commanders  of  companies  must  look 
to  the  condition  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  of  their  men,  causing  the 
first  to  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  a supply  of  the  latter  to  be  issued, 
at  which  time  short  and  concise  reports  should  be  made  to  the  com- 
manding general  through  the  proper  channels. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

A.  S.  DIOKmSOI^, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond Fu.,  March  29,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  Department^  Norfolk,  Va. : 


General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,*  and  to  say  that  he  is  fully  aware 
of  the  impediments  to  a rapid  concentration  of  troops  within  your 
dei)artment,  and  also  of  your  inability  to  render  assistance  to  others 
by  a permanent  detachment  of  any  part  of  your  force.  General  Ma- 
gruder was  apprehensive  of  an  attack  b}^  the  enemy  in  force,  and 
should  it  prove  that  tliis  is  his  real  design,  the  brigade  of  General 
Colston  was  to  cross  Janies  River  to  his  assistance.  Until  the  inten- 
tion of  the  enemy  is  positively  known  the  order  is  not  to  be  executed. 
Special  instructions  were  sent  to  General  C.  direct  to  this  effect  on 
yesterday,  and  a copy  of  the  same  forwarded  to  you. 

As  regards  the  numerous  permits  to  raise  companies,  &c.,  and  the 
injurious  effects  of  the  same,  the  general  instructs  me  to  say  that  no 
new  permits  are  being  given  by  tlie  Secretary,  and  that  it  is  hoped 
that  such  action  will  be  taken  by  Congress  as  will  jirevent  the  retire- 
ment from  the  service  of  those  regiments  whose  term  is  about  to 
expire. 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  add  that  similar  instructions 
to  those  of  General  Colston  have  been  given  General  Magruder  in  the 
event  that  the  real  attack  should  be  on  the  Norfolk  side. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  A djntant- General. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Ya.^  March  29,  18G2. 

Maj.  Geu.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding^  &g.j  YorJctown,  Va.: 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  28th,  relative  to  the  promise  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  send  yon  an  unarmed  regiment  of  1,000  men  and 
the  arrival  at  Yorktown  of  the  two  Alabama  regiments,  has  been  re- 
ceived. These  were  the  only  troops  which  were  here  and  available.  I 
am  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  increasing  your  command,  and  all 
that  is  possible  is  being  done  in  this  way.  General  Wilcoxes  brigade 
leaves  City  Point  to-day  for  the  Peninsula  to  join  you.  As  regards 
the  brigade  of  General  Colston,  it  was  not  intended  that  he  should 
move  until  there  was  positive  evidence  that  the  intention  of  the  enemy 
was  to  attack  you  in  force.  Puli  instructions  to  that  effect  have  been 
forwarded  to  him.  You  are  desired  to  keep  him  fully  advised  as  to  the 
movements  and  probable  designs  of  the  enemy.  A steamer  for  the 
necessary  transportation  has  been  placed  at  Stone  House  Wharf, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  General  Colston. 

The  enemy  is  pressing  us  on  all  sides,  and  a call  for  re-enforcements 
comes  from  every  department.  It  is  impossible  to  place  at  every  point 
which  is  threatened  a force  which  shall  prove  equal  to  every  emer- 
gency. As  yet  the  design  of  the  enemy  in  your  front  is  somewhat 
vague  and  undecided.  The  movement  against  you  may  be  a feint,  and 
the  real  attack  may  be  on  NTorfolk.  When  it  is  unmistakablj^  ascer- 
tained that  he  shall  attempt  to  force  his  way  up  the  Peninsula  every 
exertion  shall  be  made  to  enable  you  successfully  to  resist  and  drive 
him. 

I am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Rapidaii,  March  30,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  eluBAL  A.  Early, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division  : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  if  Bri- 
gadier-General Kershaw’s  brigade  has  not  yet  been  moved  from  the 
position  objected  to  by  Major-General  Longstreet,  you  will  direct  its 
immediate  removal  to  some  other  position. 

Bespectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MASON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond j Va.,  March  31,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding,  the.,  Forfollc,  Ya.  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that  he  has  received 
information  that  there  are  within  your  command  certain  arms  not  in 
use  belonging  to  the  companies  of  heavy  artillery  in  service  at  the 
lixed  batteries.  Every  arm  must  be  in  the  hands  of  troops  and  made 
available  at  this  time.  T!ie  men  at  the  heavy  batteries  may  be  armed 
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with  pikes,  and  any  muskets  there  may  be  to  spare  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  new  troops. 

He  cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  his  information,  and  only  wishes 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  rendering  every  musket  serv- 
iceable. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Bichmo7id,  Ya.,  March  31,  1802. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Maoruder, 

Coimnandmg  Army  of  the  Fenmsula  : 

General:  In  reply  to  your  requisition  of  the  29th  instant  for 
1,000,000  of  musket  cartridges,  I have  to  state  that  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment is  able  to  forward  to  you  this  morning  60,000  cartridges  of 
various  calibers.  There  is  a large  demand  for  cartridges  for  Knoxville 
and  Goldsborough,  as  well  as  for  your  department ; and  I am  informed 
that  as  fast  as  the  cartridges  are  turned  out,  which  is  about  at  the  rate 
of  70,000  per  day,  they  will  be  distributed  to  the  above-named  points 
in  proportion  to  the  requisitions  from  each.  Goldsborough  is  pretty  well 
supplied  now,  so  that  you  will  share  chieOy  in  the  distribution  with 
Knoxville.  The  Chief  of  Ordnance  is  also  under  the  impression  that 
your  sui:)plies  since  Kovember  last  have  been  sufficient  to  make  up  the 
waste  in  the  stock  in  your  hands  previous  to  that  date. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
Ge^ieral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  March  31,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  Dcx)a7dment,  Yo^^htoimi,  Ya. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  telegram  asking 
that  EamseuEs  battery  be  sent  you.  There  is  already  under  your  com- 
mand on  the  Peninsula  double  the  amount  of  the  artillery  in  the  De- 
partment of  Korfolk. 

It  was  not  intended  that  General  Colston  should  cross  the  river  un- 
less there  was  positive  evidence  of  an  attack  against  you  in  force. 
The  instructions  Avere  to  this  effect ^ nor  Avas  it  contemplated  that 
Eamseur’s  battery  or  the  caw  airy  should  accompany  him  until  it  was 
ascertained  that  no  attack  was  threatened  on  Korfoik. 

From  present  indications  I think  that  Norfolk  is  quite  as  seriously 
threatened  as  the  Peninsula,  and  more  probably  the  object  of  attack. 
Should  the  latter  proA^e  the  case,  it  is  expected,  as  intimated  to  you  by 
letter  on  26th  instant,  that  you  Avill  render  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power  coiiqiatible  Avith  the  security  of  your  own  line. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient*servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

G encral,  Co m m an d ing. 
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War  Department,  0.  S.  Army, 

Eichmo7idj  Va.j  A]^ril  1,  1862. 

Hou.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  C.  S.  A. : 

Sir  : I have  just  heard  from  General  Huger  that  the  obstruction 
contemplated  in  Elizabeth  Eiver,  by  lines  of  piles  left  open  for  our  own 
vessels  and  to  be  closed  by  booms  or  hulks  prepared  to  be  sunk  as  the 
enemy  approach,  has  not  yet  been  commenced.  Deeming  it  essential 
to  the  safety  of  Norfolk,  I must  request  that  you  will  order  the  com- 
mandant of  the  yard  to  co-operate  with  General  Huger  in  making  the 
obstruction  and  to  proceed  with  it  as  rapidly  as  iiossible. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  Ayril  1,  1862. 

General  Huger,  Norfolk : 

On  my  arrival  here  I saw  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  he  con- 
sented to  furnish  hulks  or  booms  for  floating  gates  to  a line  of  obstruc- 
tions. I supposed  the  orders  had  been  issued  to  the  commandant  of  the 
yard.  I will  see  that  it  is  done,  and  wish  you  to  proceed  immediately 
with  the  work,  in  conjunction  with  the  commandant  of  the  yard. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  Wa.r. 


Eichmond,  Apn7  2,  1862. 

Capt.  S.  S.  Lee, 

Com^nandant  Navy-Yard.,  Norfolk  : 

Proceed  at  once  to  obstruct  Elizabeth  Eiver.  Call  on  General  Huger 
for  such  aid  and  co-operation  as  may  be  necessary.  Prepare  hulks  to 
shut  passage  when  necessary. 

JEFFEESON  DAYIS, 


Navy  Department, 

Eich7nondj  April  2,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secreta7'y  of  War  ; 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  I have  the  honor  to 
inclose  herewith  copy  of  the  instructions  of  this  Department  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  navy-yard,  Norfolk,  on  the  subject  of  placing  obstruc- 
tions in  Elizabeth  Eiver. 

Oaptain  Sterrett  was  detailed  to  report  to  him  to  superintend  the 
work. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Sec7'etary  of  the  Navy. 

[luclosures.] 


Navy  Department, 


Rich7no7id^  March  21,  1862. 


Capt.  S.  S.  Lee, 

Appomted  to  Command  Navy- Yard.,  Norfolk,  Va.: 

Sir:  You  will  tal<e  immediate  stei)s  to  raise  the  Columbus  and  Dela* 
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.vare,  in  order  to  use  them,  if  necessary,  to  close  the  approaches  to  ISTor- 

blk. 

You  will  immediately  place  the  Germantown  or  Confederate  States, 
)r  both,  if  necessary,  in  such  position  as  to  enable  you  to  sink  one  or 
Doth  of  them  at  short  notice  at  the  best  point  and  in  the  best  manner 
•o  obstruct  the  apiDroach  of  the  enemy’s  shijDS  to  Norfolk.  General 
Randolph  thinks  that  either  ship  can  be  so  placed  to  act  like  a swinging 
’■ate,  to  keep  a passage  open  for  our  use  and  to  sink  the  vessel  at 
Dleasure  to  close  it  against  the  enemy.  The  Virginia  must  not  be  shut  in. 

In  these  operations  you  must  consult  with  General  Huger,  and  as 
•he  completion  of  the  iron-clad  boat  now  in  progress  is  a matter  of  vital 
nterest,  you  will  please  avoid  decreasing  the  contractor’s  price  in  the 
Dperations  necessary  to  this  work. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer’s  Office, 

Gosport^  F<%.,  March  28,  1862. 

[Ion.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.,  Richmond : 

Sir:  In  further  response  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  directing 
;he  preparation  of  the  Germantown  and  Confederate  States  for  service 
jelow  the  harbor  in  obstructing  approaches,  &c.,  I have  the  honor  to 
iiform  the  Department  that  tbe  Germantown  is  in  iierfect  readiness  to 
DC  removed  at  any  moment,  and  that  the  Confederate  States  requires. 
)nly  the  removal  of  her  own  crew  and  the  crews  of  the  vessels  com- 
)Osing  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Flag-Officer  Tatnall,  which 
ire  now  quartered  on  board  her,  to  their  respective  ships  or  to  some 
)ther  quarters,  to  render  her  also  ready.  This  can  be  effected  quite 
'eadily.  Meantime  I respectfully  request,  since  these  two  vessels  have 
jeen  named  by  you  for  the  purposes  indicated,  that  authority  be  given 
ne  to  prepare  the  Plymouth  for  use  as  a receiving  ship  in  place  of  the 
Jonfederate  States.  The  time  and  expense  involved  in  the  prepara- 
ion  of  this  latter  vessel  will  be  inconsiderable,  as  she  is  now  nearly,  if 
lot  quite,  in  condition  for  the  purpose. 

I shall  not  fail,  as  suggested  by  the  Department,  to  invite  a free  con- 
erence  with  General  Huger  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  vessels 
;au  be  disposed  so  as  to  accomplish  the  objects  conteinxilated. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully^,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  LEE, 
Commandant. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Eappaliannoclc.,  Fct.,  A])ril  2,  1862. 

leneral  James  Longstreet: 

General:  I have  learned  from  several  sources  since  my  last  dis- 
)atch  to  you  that  this  force  in  onr  front,  of  not  exceeding  10,000,  is  dis- 
trict, if  not  isolated,  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  a body.  A.  M. 
^V'hite,  just  from  Alexandria,  is  the  most  reliable  informant.  He  says 
le  has  been  witnessing  the  embarkation  of  troops  for  several  days 
rom  Alexandria;  that  McDowell’s  corps  and  Heintzelman’s  have  cer- 
lainly  embarked  or  are  now  at  it.  JMcClellan  was  at  Seminary  Hill. 
!Jo  troops  of  consequence  about  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  at  Center- 
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ville  one  German  regiment  of  Blenker’s.  As  tliose  in  our  front  are- 
Blenker’s,  I infer  the  same  division  is  scattered  along  this  line.  I have 
been  hoping  for  your  return  with  the  view  to  fall  upon  this  Dutch 
division  with  15,000  men  and  crush  it,  to  do  which  we  could  afford  to 
wade  and  ford  all  the  streams  interfering.  The  steamers,  according  to 
Mr.  White,  make  a round  trip  in  sixty  hours.  He  is  certain  of  that,  be- 
cause he  says  he  knows  the  vessels.  He  says  their  main  force  is  going 
by  water  to  some  point  down  the  river.  The  enemy  in  our  front  is 
tinkering  at  the  bridges,  but  we  get  some  every  day;  caught  8 cavalry 
yesterday.  Munford  is  doing  excellent  service  about  The  Plains,  where 
he  reports  Geary  with  1,300.  One  of  my  cavalry  captured  5 Massa- 
chusetts  infantry  with  Enfield  rifles. 

Munford  says  there  is  no  movement  from  Banks’  column  this  way ; 
that  Abercrombie’s  brigade  was  near  Union.  Please  do  something  for 


I send  this  by  Daingerfleld  Lewis,  as  special 


filling  up  my  brigade, 
bearer  of  dispatches. 

General  Ewell,  to  whom  I have  shown  the  foregoing  and  who  concurs 
in  the  belief  that  there  is  an  opportunity  for  a blow,  suggests  to  me  to 
add  that  the  prisoners  taken  talk  very  freely  that  the  object  of  the 
late  demonstration  here  was  to  make  us  destroy  the  bridges,  and  that 
a few  bridge  materials,  such  as  rope  and  tar,  would  make  the  movement 
easy.  The  value  to  us  of  such  a blow  you  know,  but  it  is  for  you  to 
judge  of  its  propriety  and  feasibility,  because  you  can  look  at  the  matter 
from  a higher  stand-point  than  the  banks  of  the  Pappahannock. 

The  information  may  serve  you,  however,  in  other  connections. 

Most  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUAET, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Lee'^s  Farm,  April  2,  1862 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  K.  E.  Colston,  . 7 . „ 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Department  of  Norfolk^  Smithjield: 

Sir  : General  Magruder  directs  me  to  request  you  to  send  the  steamer 
Allison,  with  any  other  transportation  you  may  have,  to  Grove’s  Wharf 
as  speedily  as  possible,  to  convey  back  to  you  the  two  regiments  under 
Col.  B.  A.  Pryor.  The  present  indications  are  that  these  troops  will 
be  needed  on  your  side,  and  General  Magruder  is  therefore  ordered  to 
send  them  to  their  former  position.  There  is  no  transportation  now  on 
this  side. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ ’ HENEY  BEY  AN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


PYag-Officer’s  Office, 
Dock-Yard^  Gosport^  Fu.,  April  3,  1862. 

His  Excellency  Jeff.  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  lUchmond: 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  telegram  of  the  2d  last  night  at 
a late  hour. 

General  Huger  and  myself  have  conferred  together  upon  the  sulqeci 
of  obstructing  Elizabeth  Elver,  and  have  agreed  upon  the  point  to  he 
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blocked  up,  if  it  becomes  necessary.  The  sloop-of-war  Germantown  is 
now  ready  in  all  respects  to  be  taken  below,  and  the  Confederate  States 
will  be  in  readiness  in  a day  or  two.  The  line-of-battle  ships  Delaware 
and  Columbus  are  completely  sunk  alongside  the  wharf,  their  bottoms 
resting  upon  the  mud.  I have  contracted  with  the  Messrs.  Baker,  who 
possess  all  the  appliances  needed  for  raising  sunken  wrecks,  such  as 
steam-pumps,  large  floats,  &c.,  and  they  commence  operations  on  the 
Delaware  to-day.  The  condition  of  these  vessels  is  such  as  to  render 
it  impossible  to  conjecture  when  either  will  be  raised.  1 shall  employ 
every  means  within  my  control  in  aid  of  the  contractors,  so  as  to  have 
these  vessels  available  for  the  object  contemplated  at  the  earliest  possi- 
ble moment.  If  these  ships  could  be  available  now,  the  part  of  the 
channel  proposed  to  be  obstructed  could  be  effectually  closed  up  j their 
great  size  would  enable  us  readily  to  accomplish  it.  The  point  deter- 
mined on  by  General  Huger  and  myself  is  what  is  known  as  the  Nar- 
rows, just  this  side  SewelPs  Point  j the  distance  thence  to  Norfolk  is 
too  great  to  be  reached  or  compassed  by  the  enemy^s  shells. 

There  is  some  difficulty  to  be  apprehended  in  blocking  up  the  channel, 
however.  The  vessels  cannot  be  sunk  until  the  Virginia  leaves,  and  to 
have  them  at  the  point  in  readiness  to  scuttle  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  would  involve  some  risk  of  losing  them.  They  might  be  reached 
by  boat  expeditions  some  dark  night  and  destroyed.  I repeat,  how- 
ever, that  I shall  use  my  best  exertions  to  have  everything  in  readiness, 
and  exercise  my  best  judgment,  aided  by  General  Huger’s  large  expe- 
rience, in  carrying  out  your  directions. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  LEE, 
Commandant. 


Greneral  E. 


Headquarters  Department  of 
E.  Lee,  Commanding.,  &c. : 


Norfolk, 
April  3,  1862. 


Geiger AL  : I have  received  your  telegram,  and  have  conferred  with 
Oaptain  Lee,  commanding  navy-yard,  as  to  obstructing  the  channel. 
3e  will  get  all  hulks  ready  as  soon  as  possible.  I propose  to  barricade 
jhe  narrow  channel  near  Oraney  Island,  and  am  having  examinations 
)f  it  made.  I fear  it  will  take  some  time  to  get  up  the  large  hulks. 

Up  to  this  time  no  demonstration  has  been  made  by  the  enemy  from 
►vhich  we  might  divine  their  point  of  attack.  From  their  large  num- 
)ers  and  the  great  activity  at  Old  Point  and  Newport  News  we  must 
conclude  they  intend  to  advance  on  one  side  of  the  river  or  the  other. 

. cannot  decide  which  is  most  likely. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

Major-General. 


Engineer  Bureau, 

_ Richmond.,  April  3,  1862. 

leneral  R.  E.  Lee,  0.  S.  A., 

Headquarters,  Richmond : 

G:^eral  : There  are  now  ready  for  the  defense  of  James  River  one 
»-inch  and  one  10-inch  columbiad,  with  barbette  carriages.  These 
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gnus  were  ordered  some  time  since  for  a battery  in  the  vicinity  of  Old 
Fort  Powhatan.  Do  yon  wish  them  sent  to  Harden’s  Bluff  or  Mulberry 
Island  Point,  or  reserved  for  a position  higher  up  the  river! 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer  Bureau. 


[Indorsement.] 

I do  not  know  the  condition  of  Fort  Powhatan.  It  ought  to  be  armed 
and  river  barricaded  at  once.  If  gnns  at  present  are  more  wanted  at 
Harden’s  or  Mulberry  Island,  or  if  they  will  be  more  available  there 
now  than  at  Fort  Powhatan,  send  them. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond.,  Fa.,  April  3,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding^  cfc.,  Yorhtown,  Va.: 

General  : I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1st  in- 
stant,* relative  to  the  assistance  which  might  be  rendered  you  by  the 
steamer  Teazer,  &c.,  and  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to 
say  that  he  had  referred  the  same  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
NtWy,  with  the  request  that  orders  be  given  the  commanders  of  the 
gunboats  in  the  James  River  to  communicate  to  you,  through  the  offi 
cer  in  charge  at  Mulberry  Island,  information  of  the  enemy’s  move- 
ments in  the  river,  to  disperse  and  destroy  their  transports,  and  to  co 
operate  with  the  batteries  on  the  river  generally  in  its  defense. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ W.  H.  TATLOE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond.,  Fa.,  April  3,  1862.  .1 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder,  I 

Commanding  Department^  Yorktoivn : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that  report  batil 
reached  him  that  the  batteries  at  Gloucester  Point  are  not  in  a good  con  < 
ditioiK  the  men  not  well  drilled,  &c. ; that  the  men  were  in  conseqnencM 
a little  discouraged,  and  the  citizens  iii  that  locality  not  as  confidcu  ( 
as  would  be  desirable  of  their  capabilities  of  defense,  &c.  ; 

Though  very  much  questioning  the  accuracy  and  truthfulness  of  thi;  ! 
information,  he  deems  the  matter  of  such  great  importance  that  h(‘  wishefl 
at  least  that  you  should  know  of  and  have  your  attention  called  to  tlK-; 
matter,  conlident  that  you  will  remedy  any  existing  defects. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  n.  TAYLOK, 
Asshtaiit  Adjutant-General. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Va.^  April  3,  1862.  - 

General  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Peninsula^  Yorhtotvn,  Va. : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th*  ultimo  in  reference  to  the  smallness  of 
your  cavalry  arm  and  the  necessity  of  having  it  increased,  and  request- 
ing to  have  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ball,  of  the  Virginia  cavalry,  ordered 
to  report  to  you.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ball  has  been  ordered  accord- 
ingly, and  it  is  supposed  has  reported  to  you  already. 

Five  companies  of  cavalry,  belonging  to  the  Wise  Legion,  have  also 
been  ordered  to  report  to  you.  Two  of  them  left  this  morning,  and  the 
other  three  will  start  to-morrow.  This  command,  with  the  exception 
of  two  companies  (Shields’  and  Caskie’s),  are  tolerably  well  armed, 
equiiiped,  and  mounted,  and  it  is  hoped  you  can  supply  the  deficiencies 
in  these  two. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  WASHINGTON, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fredericksburg,  April  4,  1862. 
General  E.  E.  Lee  : 7 ^ ? 

General  : I attempted  last  night  to  give  the  President  by  telegraph 
the  information  I found  here,  but  thie  operator  reported  that  he  was 
unable  to  communicate  with  Eichmond,  the  office  there  being  closed 
apjiarently. 

General  Sumner’s  headquarters  are  at  the  Warrenton  Junction.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  between  that  point  and  Alexandria  is  40,000  or  50,000. 
He  IS  rebuilding  the  railroad  bridges.  This  is  reported  by  prisoners 
taken  by  scouting  parties. 

A party,  estimated  at  2,500,  marched  yesterday  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Chopawampsic  to  Stafford  Court-House,  driving  in  our 
pickets.  It  retired  during  the  night. 

General  Longstreet  wrote  on  the  2d  that  General  Jackson  reported 
the  enemy  advancing  in  force  and  at  Woodstock  at  2.30  p.  m.  on  the 
1st  instant.  Yesterday  afternoon  he  wrote  that  General  Jackson  re- 
ported the  enemy  on  the  2d  advancing  to  his  left.  He  asks  for  re- 
enforcements  to  give  battle.  General  Longstreet  replies  that  it  is 
necessary  that  he  should  come  nearer  to  our  position  to  make  that 
practicable.  I have  told  him  (General  Longstreet)  that  two  days’  march 
IS  the  utmost  distance  to  which  it  would  be  prudent  to^detach.  Two 
brigades  are  held  in  readiness  to  march.  General  Jackson  has  been 
instructed  if  the  enemy  continues  to  press  him  to  leave  the  valley  by 
the  Swift  Eun  Gap  and  move  toward  Orange’Court-House.  Sumner’s 
position  is  as  near  this  place  as  Eapidan  Bridge. 

General  Longstreet  reported  at  3 p.  m.  yesterday  that  General  Early’s 
brigade  would  get  oft*  during  the  day  (to  Eichmond)  and  General  Grif- 
nth  8 brigade  to-day.  I directed  him,  upon  the  information  found  here, 
to  stop  the  movement.  Early’s  troops  will  probably  arrive  in  Eich- 
mond  before  this  reaches  you. 

Yon  will  perceive  that  the  loss  of  that  division  will  make  us  too  weak 
to  hold  this  line  if  pressed  in  front  and  on  the  left  flank  at  the  same 
time.  Tlie  President,  however,  will  always  have  the  means  of  judging 
where  those  troops  are  most  needed. 
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A telegraph  station  at  the  Hanover  Junction,  by  which  we  could  com- 
municate from  the  Kapidan  to  this  place  without  depending  upon  Kich- 
mond,  would  greatly  facilitate  our  intercourse.  I beg  that  it  may  be 
established  without  delay. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,^  JOHNSTON 

General. 


From  Eiohmond,  April  4, 1862. 


General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  : 

The  movement  of  the  troops  directed  from  your  line  must  immediately 
be  made  to  this  place.  Enemy  advancing  in  force  from  Old  Point. 

By  order  of  the  President : t?  t?  T -p-p 


Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

April  4,  1862 — 2 a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

Geneeal  : The  major-general  temporarily  commanding  the  army 
directs  that  you  order  Brigadier- General  Griffith  to  mov^  his  brigade 
bv  railway  to  Kichmond  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Major  Barbour,  chief 
quartermaster,  is  directed  to  furnish  the  necessary  transportation,  and 
the  brigade  will  move  as  soon  as  it  is  ready. 

I am  further  instructed  to  direct  that  you  yourself  proceed  to  Kich- 

mond  for  orders.  , , t . a. 

I am,  general,  respectfully, 

G.  MUALEi  bUliivlii-L, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Norfolk,  Vh.,  April  4,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : There  are  now  mounted  on  the  approaches  to  Norfolk 
seventeen  9-illch  gnus,  viz : At  Sewell’s  Point,  seven ; ** 
and,  seven ; at  Port  Norfolk,  three.  By  replacing  any  of  these  by  3-.- 
pounders  these  guns  can  be  removed;  for  most  of  these  guns  barbette 
carriages  have  been  constructed,  and  these  carriages  would  be  useless 

A^s""  regards  furnishing  mechanics  to  work  for  Navy  Department,  I 
referred  an  application  of  the  commandant  of  navy-yard  to  Secretary 
of  War  on  29th  of  March,  and  recommended  such  mechanics  as  were 
necessary  should  be  discharged  from  the  army  for  carrying  on  the  work 
required.  1 inclose  you  a copy  of  that  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servan^^^^  HUGER 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Col. 


Headquarters, 

^ ^ liiclimond,  Va.,  April  4,  1862. 

J.  GOROAS,  7 7 A'  7 

Chief  Ordnance  Bureau,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  cause  one  10- 
mch  columbiad,  with  barbette  carriage,  to  be  sent  to  Drewry^s  Bluff 
and  one  4.62unch  rifled  siege  gun  to  General  Huger,  to  be  placed  on 
Nansemond  Eiver.  I wish  five  8-inch  columbiads  retained  for  the  bat- 
tery at  Mulberry  Island,  for  which  casemate  carriages  are  being  pro- 
vided. These  carriages  were  promised  to  be  done  some  time  since. 
Can  you  not  hasten  their  completion  and  send  them  down  ? 

I will  advise  you  shortly  of  my  wishes  concerning  the  other  guns  on 
your  memorandum,  which  I understand  will  be  four  8-inch  columbiads 
with  barbette  carriages. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Col.  B.  S.  Ewell; 


Lee’s  Mill,  April  4,  1862. 


Inform  Col.  Hill  Carter  by  express  that  the  enemy  have  advanced  in 
lorce,  and  are  at  Warwick  Court- House  on  one  side  and  Harwood’s  Mill 
and  Cockletown  on  the  other.  Press  all  tlie  vehicles  in  the  country,  and 
send  all  the  sick  that  can  be  safely  moved  to  Bigler’s  Mill  and  James- 
town, to  be  forwarded  to  Eichmond.  Send  the  sick  from  Bigler’s  also 
to  Eichmond,  if  practicable.  Place  a guard  of  3 men  over  the  lighters 
at  mouth  of  College  Creek  to  ferry  any  troops  over,  or  take  the  lighters 
up  the  creek  if  the  enemy  advance.  You  will  make  every  effort  possi- 
ble to  move  the  guns  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  works  at  Spratley’s. 
Move  the  lighter  guns  at  all  events,  and  have  a man  ready  to  spike  the 
heavy  guns,  it  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so  to  save  them 
trom  the  enemy.  General  Eains  has  been  ordered  to  send  the  Logan 
to  Bigler’s  to-morrow  to  move  your  sick. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

HENEY  BEYAl!!, 

* Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lieutenant  Taliaferro, 

Ordnance  Officer,  Williamsburg  : 


Headquarters, 
Lee^s  Farm,  April  4,  1862. 


Sir  : You  will  send  one-half  of  all  the  ammunition  you  have  to-night 
without  delay.  Have  the  rest  ready  for  issue.  Tell  Colonel  Ewell  the 
enemy  is  at  Warwick  Court-House  in  great  force,  and  to  have  his  men  at 
their  guns  to-morrow  all  day,  their  guns  loaded  and  pointed  and  all  his 
ammunition  ready.  Should  our  men  be  repulsed,  he  must  be  careful  not 
w hre  upon  them.  Tell  him  to  have  a piece  of  artillery  at  Whitaker’s 
Mill  to  cover  our  retreat  if  we  should  have  to  fall  back,'and  that  it  may 
be  in  Lie  night.  The  countersign  to-morrow  is  ‘‘Weldon:’’  the  next 
’ I lorida;  the  third,  “ Mason.”  His  men  must  remain  at  night  sleeping 
Dn  tlieir  arms  in  the  works.  The  wagons  will  report  to  these  head- 
[juarters,  at  Lee’s  house,  with  the  ammunition. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Magruder : 


A.  B.  MAGEUDEE. 
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Headquarters, 

Lee's  Farm,  April  4 1862 — 12  at  night. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

My  Dear  General  : I think  our  only  chance  of  ultimate  success  is 
by  uniting  Huger’s  army,  mine,  and  all  floating  forces  at  once  with 
General  J.  E.  Johnston’s  army,  and  beating  McClellan’s  army  of  the 
Potomac— say,  if  we  can  get  together  70,000  men,  we  might  accomplish 
this  and  return  to  defend  Richmond  in  time  to  save  it.  The  Virginia 
might  be  stationed  in  the  mean  time  on  the  outside  of  Port  Monroe 
to  prevent  further  re-enforcements  to  the  army  there,  and  their  ad- 
vance might  be  retarded  by  some  2,000  men  left  here,  the  pickets 
remaining  the  same,  and  the  movement  masked  by  interrupting  all 
communications,  stopping  the  postal  channels,  and  putting  the  news- 
papers on  a false  scent  or  suppressing  them.  If  we  wait  until  his 
armies  unite  at  Richmond,  we  cannot  of  course  resist  them  together 
when  we  could  not  conquer  one  separately,  and  when  thus  united  they 
could  follow  us  anywhere,  and  defeat  us  more  easily  than  any  one  ot 
their  armies  could  do  it.  This  course  has  been  pursued  before  with 
success ; why  not  now 
Droll  me  a line. 

In  haste,  yours,  very  truly,  

’ j:  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Lee's  Farm,  April  5,  1862. 


General  Lee,  Richmond  : 


The  enemy’s  pickets  advanced  in  sight  of  Yorktown,  but  it  is  now 
raining,  and*  I think  there  will  be  no  attack  to-day. 

I have  made  my  arrangements  to  fight  with  my  small  force,  but  with- 
out the  slightest  hope  of  success.  , , , 

If  I am  re-enforced  in  time  with  10,000  men  I think  I can  block  the 


way  to  Richmond. 


J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee's  Farm,  April  5,  1862. 


Col.  T.  G.  Hunt, 

Mtdberry  Point : 

I am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  direct  you  to 
the  works  at  Minor’s  farm  with  all  your  force,  including  ar-J 


Sir: 

occupy 

tillery. 


The  horses  of  Captain  Young’s  battery  will  be  returned  immediately.il 


Xilt?  JJUioCo  Ml  UCA.A1A  KJ  ^ •11 

It  is  liiglily  important  to  hold  these  works  as  long  as  x^ossible. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[HENRY  BRYAN,] 
Assistant  Adjidant- General. 
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Headquarters, 

Eapidan,  April  6,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  0.  S.  A. : 

General  : I have  just  received  your  telegram  of  yesterday  in  cipher.* 

My  suggestion,  to  which  you  refer,  was  based  on  the  supposition  that 
the  enemy  is  advancing  upon  you.  I cannot  here  compare  the  state  of 
affairs  in  my  front  with  that  in  front  of  others,  and  cannot,  therefore, 
decide  understandingly  whether  troops  are  less  needed  here  than  else- 
where, which  seems  to  me  to  be  the  question.  He  who  directs  military 
operations  upon  information  from  every  department  can. 

The  railroad  is  operating  so  slowly  that  there  is  abundant  time  to  in- 
struct me  further. 

General  Stuart  thinks  that  the  Federal  force  near  Cedar  Eun  is  about 
10,000  and  that  there  is  no  large  body  of  troops  at  Manassas  General 
Jackson^s  two  last  reports  represent  the  enemy  near  him  quiet. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Navy  Department, 

Richmond^  April  6,  1862. 

Hon.  Georue  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a report  made  to 
me  by  Lieut.  Commanding  H.  H.  Lewis,  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Eap- 
pahannock,  which  vessel  is  actively  co-operating  with  the  army,  from 
which  you  will  observe  that  he  has,  upon  the  request  of  General  Holmes, 
prepared  four  vessels,  loading  them  with  stone,  to  obstruct  the  Eappa- 
hanuock  Eiver.  , 

Lieutenant  Lewis  informs  me  that  several  other  vessels  might  be 
similarly  prepared,  and  I suggest  that  h6  be  authorized  to  take  such  of 
them  as  he  may  deem  best  and  get  them  ready  for  the  purpose. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Inclosure.] 

C.  S.  Steamer  Eappahannock, 

Frederichshurg,  April  3,  1862. 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  instructions  from  you  I have  afforded  every 
assistance  in  my  power  to  Captain  Eootes,  in  getting  up  timber  for 
gunboats  to  this  place,  as  well  as  Ihe  commissary,  in  towing  up  boats 
loaded  with  grain  and  supplies  on  the  Eappahannock  Eiver. 

l\laj.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith  called  upon  me  on  the  27th  of  March 
to  aid  him  in  dismantling  Fort  Lowry  and  removing  the  guns  and  pub- 
lic property  from  that  place  to  Fredericksburg,  with  which  I promptly 
complied,  and  saved  live  out  of  eight  guns. 

I regret  to  state  that  a lighter  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  steamer  Vir- 
ginia, whilst  I was  absent,  by  which  we  lost  three  fine  guns,  the  lighter 
having  been  run  under  by  great  carelessness. 


Not  found. 
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Early  in  March  Major-General  Holmes  requested  me  to  prepare  some 
vessels  as  obstructions  for  the  Rappahannock  River,  and  I have  now 
four  ready,  loaded  with  stones,  and  anchored  6 miles  below  this  place. 
They  will  effectually  block  up  the  channel  at  the  point  where  they  are, 
but  at  a point  lower  down  the  river  can  be  as  well  obstructed  and  well 
defended  by  riflemen  from  the  high  banks.  I think  if  this  point  was 
defended  the  vessels  had  best  be  placed  there.  One  or  two  more  would 
then  be  required  to  fill  up  the  channel. 

I would  call  your  attention  to  a Baltimore  schooner,  recently  arrived 
from  that  place,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  owned  by  Messrs.  Dubbin  & 
Pennyman,  who  came  over  in  her.  I directed  them  to  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  they  did,  and  a custom-house  officer 
was  placed  on  board.  I should  be  pleased  to  know  if  this  vessel  has 
authority  to  leave  our  waters,  as  she  is  still  in  the  river,  and  some 
doubts  have  arisen  as  to  the  reliability  of  the  master  of  her. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this  vessel  has  been  most 
usefully  employed  in  her  various  duties,  and  every  facility  given  me  by 
the  officers  of  the  Army  in  prosecuting  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  LEWIS, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding^  C.  S.  Navy. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

• A]gril  6,  1862 — 2 a.  m. 


Col.  G.  T.  Ward  : 


Sir  : I am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  direct  you  to 
have  all  the  batteries  supplied  with  canister,  and  Richardson’s  battery 
with  grape  as  w^ell  as  canister. 

This  must  be  your  main  dependence  in  case  the  enemy  tries  to  assault 
you  with  heavy  columns,  which  the  commanding  general  thinks  he  will 
attempt. 

I am,  sir,  &c.. 


HENRY  BRYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Jamestown  Island,  April  6,  1862. 

Colonel  Ewell, 

Commanding  Post  at  Williamsburg : 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  examiuation  I find  that  we  have  only  cartridges 
enough  to  issue  15  rounds  to  each  man.  Some  1,000  of  those  on  hand 
are  damaged  to  such  an  extent  that  they  are  wholly  unfit  for  use.  I 
wish  you  would  send  me  4,000,  if  you  can  possibly  do  so. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  R.  C.  LEWIS, 

Major.,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Leeh  Farm,  April  6,  1862. 

Col.'-  B.  S.  Ewell,  Williamsburg : 

All  troops  arriving  at  Bigler’s  Mill  will  be  ordered  to  Lebanon  Church 
to  await  orders.  The  troops  will  press  on  without  delay,  sending 
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couriers  to  headquarters  to  announce  their  approach.  The  couriers  at 
Lebanon  Church  will  receive  and  bear  messages  or  communications 
from  the  commanding  officer. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder : 

V A.  G.  DICKINSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Far^n,  April  G,  18G2 — 10  o’clock  at  night. 
General  Lee,  Biehmond : 

Skirmishing  along  the  whole  line  to-day  j enemy  threatening  every 
point  j erecting  batteries  in  front  of  Yorktown  and  in  front  of  our  lines 
on  the  Warwick  Eiver.  Balloons  have  been  observing  Yorktown  and 
the  whole  of  our  line.  They  discovered  a weak  point,  where  numbers 
must  prevail.  It  is  in  a wood,  in  our  center.  We  will  work  day  and 
night  to  strengthen  it. 

Exchanged  fire  with  ships  to-day  at  Yorktown,  everybody  behaving 
beautifully.  Our  firing  blew  up  one  of  the  enemy’s  caissons  to-day. 
Two  regiments  of  Cobb’s  brigade  arrived  to-day.  Ee-enforcements  come 
very  slowly,  and  will  probably  be  too  late. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  98.  ( Bapidan,  April  G,  18G2. 

*#**#*# 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Featherston  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
special  brigade  formerly  commanded  by  Col.  G.  B.  Anderson,  and  will 
report  to  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  commanding  division,  for  duty. 

# # # # # # # 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Biehmond,  Ya.,  April  7,  18G2. 

General  B.  Huger,  • 

Commanding  Department,  Norfolk,  Ya. : 

My  Dear  General  : It  apx)ears  from  the  maps  in  my  possession 
that  the  Nansemoud  Eiver  is  defended  by  a number  of  small  batteries 
scattered  along  its  banks,  erected  from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency then  existing.  Singly  these  batteries  are  weak  against  a serious 
naval  attack,  and  are  more  or  less  liable  to  be  taken  and  destroyed  by 
|a  sudden  night  attack  by  land.  I think  it  would  be  better,  if  prac- 
ticable, to  collect  the  guns  from  these  scattered  batteries  and  x)lace 
them  in  position  at  some  point  where  they  can  be  concentrated  on  an 
obstruction  in  the  channel  of  the  river.  A position  at  or  near  Town 
Point  seems  to  be  a suitable  one;  and,  if  so,  under  this  view",  the  guns 
from  Cedar  Point  (Page’s  battery),  and  i)erhaps  Pig  Point  and  Bar- 
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rett’s  Keck  batteries,  might  be  dispensed  with  and  the  main  defense 
made  at  Town  Point  or  any  other  position  you  may  select.  Of  course 
the  guns  should  not  be  removed  from  their  present  positions  until  the 
works  are  ready  to  receive  them  at  the  new  position  selected.  My 
information  on  the  subject  is  so  meager  that  1 do  not  pretend  to  ad- 
vise, nor  even  to  suggest,  but  merely  to  call  the  matter  to  your  personal 
attention. 

It  would  be  a relief  to  know  your  views  on  the  subject,  your  plans, 
and  how  far  they  have  been  carried  out 5 for  without  such  knowledge  I 
can  neither  satisfy  my  own  mind  nor  answer  the  numerous  questions 
propounded  to  me. 

I am,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant. 

K.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  7,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Richmond: 

General  : The  regiments  arriving  to  re-enforce  me  come  without 
transportation.  I am  short  of  transportation,  and  have  already  re- 
quested additional  wagons  and  teams  to  be  sent  to  me. 

I beg  you  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  fact 
that  the  Quartermaster-General  is  detaining  in  Eichmond  the  transpor-  ' 
tation  of  the  regiments  sent  to  aid  me,  and  to  request  him  to  order  that 
the  transportation  belonging  to  these  regiments  should  be  sent  here,  ’ 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  send  me  the  wagons  and  teams  I solicited  some  » 
time  ago. 

I am  also  short  of  horses  Ibr  the  artillery.  I made  a requisition  some 
time  ago,  and  it  was  neither  filled  nor  noticed.  j 

I beg  to  earnestly  call  your  attention  to  this  fact.  This  deficiency  is  I 
serious,  and  its  being  provided  for  is  an  absolute  necessity. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGETJDEE, 

Major-General,  Commanding.  \ 

i 

i 


! 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee''s  Farm,  April  7,  1862. 


General  A^ilcox: 


I 


Sir  : The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  Colonel  Seibels’  ■ 
Sixth  Alabama  Eegiment  is  now  in  Yorktown  awaiting  orders.  You  1 
will  therefore  order  them  to  Colonel  Ward’s  i)osition,  and  such  other  i 
troops  as  maj^  have  arrived  at  Yorktown  you  will  place  in  iiositiou  upon  1! 
your  line  at  such  points  as  you  may  tbink  most  necessary,  there  to  ^ 
await  further  orders. 

Brigadier-General  Eodes  will  report  to  you  to-day.  Y^ou  will  assign  i 
his  brigade  to  i)osition.  The  Sixth  Alabama,  Colonel  Seibels,  is  part  i 
of  his  command. 

Look  particularly  and  carefully  to  the  upper  dam,  between  Ward’s 
and  Winston’s  ])osition,  and  report  your  views  in  regard  to  the  line  as 
well  as  what  is  taking  place  thereon. 


Chap.  XXIIL]  CORRESPONDENCP:,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  427 

General  Kodes,  with  the  larger  part  of  his  command,  will  join  you 
from  this  direction. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Magruder  : 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee^s  Farm,  April  7,  1862. 

Brigadier- General  Wilcox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Wynnh  Mill : 

Sir  : I am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you  that 
should  we  be  forced  to  retire  it  is  necessary  that  Yorktown  should  be 
re-enforced  under  any  circumstances  with  at  least  two  regiments,  and 
he  designates  the  Twenty-sixth  Alabama,  Colonel  O’Neal,  and  Forty- 
sixth  Virginia,  Colonel  Eichardson,  as  those  which,  if  practicable, 
should  be  thrown  into  the  garrison  of  Yorktown  in  the  event  of  such 
retirements. 

He  therefore  wishes  that  you  should,  circumstances  permitting,  so 
place  these  regiments  that  they  may  be  certainly  thrown  into  Yorktown 
when  needed.  This  must  be  done  if  possible  in  the  above  contingency, 
and  two  regiments  under  any  circumstances  must  be  added  to  the  gar- 
rison if  we  fall  back,  whetlier  the  above-named  regiments  can  be  thrown 
into  it  or  not. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  BEYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Owing  to  the  pressure  on  this  side  Brigadier-General  Eodes’ 
brigade  will  be  held  in  reserve  in  the  apple  orchard  near  Dam  No.  2, 
under  General  McLaws’  command,  for  the  present.  He  will  come  to 
vour  help  if  needed  when  informed  by  you. 

HENEY  BEYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm.,  April  7,  1862. 

Col.  B.  S.  Ewell, 

Commanding,  Williamsburg : 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  direct  you 
to  have  piled  on  King’s  Mill  Wharf,  at  different  places,  light-wood  and 
other  inhammable  material,  to  which  you  will  set  fire  as  soon  as  you 
perceive  that  the  enemy’s  boats  have  passed  Harden’s  Bluff*  and  Mul- 
berry Point  batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  T.  DOUGLAS, 
Engineer -in- Chief  and  Aide  de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Aquia  District, 

Fredericl'shurg,  April  7,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding.,  Richmond: 

General  : Herewith  is  inclosed  a statement  made  by  the  Eev.  Mr. 
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Stuart,  of  Alexandria.  I sent  telegrams  early  this  morning  embodying 
the  most  important  information,  one  to  yourself  and  one  to  General  J. 
E.  Johnston.  I sent  by  courier  a copy  of  the  statement  of  Mr.  Stuart 
to  General  Johnston,  and  have  directed  the  reverend  gentleman  to  be 
brought  in  that  we  may  hear  what  more  he  has  to  say. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major-General.  Commanding. 

Memorandum  of  a conversation  held  by  Capt.  B.  B.  Douglas,  Company  JT 

Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry,  with  the  Rev.  K.  J.  Stuart,  late  of  Alexandria^ 

on  Saturday,  the  5th  of  April,  1862. 

Mr.  Stuart  is  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  and  was  recently  arrested  in 
Alexandria  While  officiating  in  the  pulpit  for  refusing  to  offer  prayers 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  escaped  in  company  with 
a young  man  named  Brent  on  Thursday  night,  the  3d  instant,  dis- 
guised as  sailors,  and  landed  on  Friday  night  in  King  George  County, 
Va.,  just  above  Mathias  Point. 

Plans  and  policy  of  the  enemy. — Early  in  February  last  Mr.  Stuart 
was  in  Washington  City,  where  he  saw  and  conversed  with  Major  Lee. 
Judge  Advocate-General  of  the  Federal  Army.  Major  Lee  said  that 
in  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  conversation  the  plans  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  would  be  fully  developed.  They  consisted  in  part  of 
a grand  and  powerful  movement  against  Centreville  and  the  whole 
Potomac  line  of  defense.  The  Government  had  called  into  play  its 
every  resource  so  as  to  insure  success,  and  had  proceeded  on  a scale  of 
expenditure  so  vast  that  its  means  and  its  credit  were  for  the  present 
all  absorbed  or  exhausted.  It  was  impossible  to  renew  an  effort  of 
such  magnitude  if  failure  ensued,  unless  the  new  phase  of  i)olicy  to  be 
adopted  in  such  an  event  gave  fair  promise  of  success. 

This  new  phase  consisted  in  directing  all  their  eiforts  to  detaching 
the  border  States  from  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  proposing  peace 
on  the  basis  of  the  independence  of  the  rest. 

The  States  and  parts  of  States  to  be  detached  were  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Western  Yirginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri ; also,  if  possible,  Ten- 
nessee. The  means  to  this  end  were  the  destruction  of  slavery,  the 
expulsion  of  all  secessionists,  or  their  exclusion  from  the  pulpits,  the  | 
courts,  the  practice  of  medicine,  the  marts  of  trade,  &c.,  and  the  intro-  j 
duction  of  a more  subservient  element,  by  which  the  Unionists  should  i 
obtain  preponderance  at  the  ballot-box. 

Mr.  Stuart  says  that  the  greatest  dissatisfaction  exists  toward  Gen-  ( 
eral  McClellan  for  allowing  General  Johnston  to  escape  the  toils  so  i 
laboriously  and  at  such  heavy  cost  prepared  for  him.  In  the  Korth  the  i 
move  is  looked  upon  as  one  displaying  the  most  masterly  strategy,  ■ 
as  frustrating  the  anxiously  expected  denouement  of  their  gigantic  ^ 
schemes,  and  extremely  disastrous  to  the  Federals. 

An  officer  in  the  Treasury  Department,  noted  for  the  general  accu-  ; 
racy  of  his  information  and  in  a position  to  be  well  informed,  told  Mr.  , 
Stuart  that  General  Johnston’s  move  had  cost  the  Federal  Government  : 
$100,000,000,  and  that  the  daily  expenditure  of  the  Government  in  its 
efforts  to  meet  the  change  reached  the  enormous  sum  of  $4,000,000. 

Movements  of  the  enemy. — Nearly  all  the  forces  in  and  near  Washing-  : 
ton,  including  Hooker’s  division,  have  been  taken  to  Old  Point.  Gen- 
eral McClellan  has  himself  gone  thither,  passing  down  the  river,  as  Mr. 
Stuart  had  every  reason  to  believe,  on  Friday  last. 
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On  Sunday  last  a clerk  in  the  Signal  Service  Headquarters  informed 
Mr.  Stuart  that  orders  had  been  issued  for  the  officers  of  that  ser\dce  to 
embark  that  night.  Next  morning  Mr.  Stuart  observed  a vessel  in  the 
stream  flying  the  flag  of  the  Signal  Service,  and  evidently  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  the  general  or  further  orders. 

But  these  officers  always  attended  the  general,  and  he  thinks  there- 
fore that  they  were  awaiting  him ; and,  subsequently  noting  the  absence 
of  the  vessel,  is  certain  it  proceeded  down  the  river,  and  that  General 
McClellan  preceded  or  accompanied  it.  His  information  is  to  the  effect 
that  McDowelFs  division  alone  is  left  to  threaten  General  Johnston; 
that  it  is  not  very  strong  in  numbers  and  almost  without  artillery.  The 
forces  are  scattered  about,  and  a great  display  made  of  army  wagons,  to 
produce  the  impression  that  the  force  is  larger  than  it  really  is,  and 
seriously  meditates  an  advance.  This  Mr.  Stuart  is  satisfied  they  dare 
not  do,  but  will  limit  their  operations  to  amusing  our  generals  and  pre- 
venting, if  possible,  their  timely  re-enforcement  of  the  real  point  of  at- 
tack, which  he  supposes  to  be  the  Peninsula.  Most  of  the  information  on 
this  point  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Stuart  on  Wednesday  night  by  an 
educated  and  intelligent  negro,  who  had  a wife  on  his  lot,  and  who  came 
down  on  that  day  from  Manassas  with  a major  in  the  commissary  de- 
partment, in  which  also  the  negro  was  employed.  This  informant  also 
told  him  that  the  Confederates  had  driven  the  Federals  from  Warren- 
ton  back  to  Manassas,  capturing  or  killing  3 of  their  most  valuable  men, 
officers  he  supposes  were  meant;  that  he  had  recently  been  to  Manas- 
sas, Fairfax,  and  Centreville,  and  that  he  saw  no  artillery  at  either 
place  or  anywhere  else  on  his  route,  except  one  battery,  which  w^as  on 
its  way  to  Alexandria  to  be  shipped  off.  Similar  information  was  con- 
veyed to  him  by  a gentleman  employed  as  a secret  agent  by  General 
Johnston,  who  had  just  come  from  General  Johnston’s  camp,  and  was 
on  his  way  to  New  York. 

With  regard  to  Hooker’s  division,  Mr.  Stuart  himself  saw  a number  of 
transports  and  steamers  lying  in  Mattawoman  Creek  as  the  vessel  on 
which  he  was  got  off  the  mouth  of  it.  In  a little  while  three  other  large 
steamers  came  up  and  joined  the  rest,  and  shortly  afterward  several 
more  appeared  in  sight.  There  was  a busy  movement  of  troops  on  shore, 
evidently  preparing  for  embarkation,  and  they  are  supposed  to  have 
gone  down  tlie  river  on  Friday  night. 

The  foregoing  narrative  is  written  out  from  notes  of  the  conversation 
taken  at  the  time,  and,  except  being  fuller,  to  make  it  intelligible  to  the 
reader,  is  an  accurate  transcript  of  what  was  snid  and  noted  down. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

B.  B.  DOUGLAS, 

Captain  Company  FT,  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond.,  Fa.,  April  8,  1862. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Maelory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.,  Richmond.,  Ya. : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  Trom  recent  developments 
of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  in  the  Peninsula,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
they  are  endeavoring  to  change  their  base  of  operations  from  James  to 
York  River.  This  change  has  no  doubt  been  occasioned  by  their  fear 
of  the  effect  of  the  Virginia  upon  their  shii)ping  in  the  James.  General 
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Magruder  informs  me  that  their  gunboats  and  transports  have  appeared 
off  Shipping  Point,  on  the  Poquosin,  near  the  month  of  the  York,  where 
they  intend  apparently  to  establish  a landing  for  stores,  preparatory 
to  moving  against  oar  lines  at  Yorktown. 

They  could  easily  ascend  York  and  the  Pamiinkey  Kivers  with  their 
gunboats  and  transports  as  high  as  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  latter 
if  they  succeed  in  passing  the  defenses  at  Yorktown. 

I respectfully  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  practicability  of 
the  Virginia’s  passing  Fort  Monroe  in  the  night  to  York  Kiver.  "She 
could  by  destroying  the  enemy’s  gunboats  and  transports  thwart  this 
design.  After  effecting  this  object  she  could  again  return  to  Hampton 
Eoads  under  cover  of  night.  I would,  however,  recommend  that  the 
•Virginia,  previously  to  an  attempt  against  the  enemy  in  York  River, 
should  strike  a blow  at  their  transports  and  shipping  in  Hampton 
Roads  and  the  bay  outside  of  Forts  Monroe  and  Calhoun,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  an  attack  on  Norfolk.  In  this  manner  she 
could  so  cripple  their  means  of  supplying  their  army  as  to  prevent  its 
moving  against  Kichmond,  while  she  would  deter  any  movement  against 
Norfolk.  Coal  could  be  sent  by  railroad  and  York  River  to  Yorktown 
for  her  use; 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Headquarters, 
MicJimondj  Fa.,  April  8,  1862. 

Major  Claiborne, 

Assistant  Commissary  Subsistence^  &c, : 

Major  : General  Lee  directs  me  to  say  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  provision  for  30,000  men  on  the  Peninsula,  in  addition  to  "the 
old  army  under  Major-General  Magruder.  This  addition  comes  from 
Northern  Virginia,  where  a less  amount  of  provisions  will  be  required 
than  heretofore. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula,  ; 

Lee^s  Farm,  April  8,  1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Richmond : 

Sir  : I send  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ball  to  Richmond  to  bring  down  a 
thousand  additional  negroes.  I find  the  time  too  short  to  get  these  i 
negroes  from  the  neighboring  counties,  which  would  require  two  or  < 
three  weeks.  I want  them  to  erect  works  in  the  rear,  which  may  enable  -i 
me  to  save  this  army  in  case  of  being  overpowered  by  numbers  and 
forced  to  retreat  from  my  present  position. 

Field  guns  are  necessary  to  defend  the  new  work  at  Mulberry  Point, 
just  completed  for  land  defense.  It  is  very  strong.  It  also  mounts 
eight  very  heavy  guns,  and  will  probably  be  able  to  stand  a siege  of  a ; 
month,  but  in  consequence  of  the  slowness  of  tire  of  the  large  guns 
there  must  be  at  least  eight  field  pieces  in  the  work.  There  are  eight 
field  jiieces  in  the  work  below  it  across  the  little  peninsula,  which  were 
intended  for  this  larger  work,  on  which  my  right  flank  rests.  If  this 
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work  is  successfully  stormed  these  eight  field  pieces  will  be  lost,  and  the 
stronger  work  therefore  without  any  means  of  defense.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  these  eight  field  pieces  should  be  of  long  range ; they  should 
fire,  however,  shell  and  canister  or  grape,  and  should  have  a large 
quantity  of  ammunition. 

One  of  McClellan’s  batteries  has  opened  upon  one  of  mine  on  my  right 
flank.  According  to  the  accounts  of  prisoners  the  number  and  caliber 
of  his  pieces  of  artillery  are  almost  incredible. 

As  the  Virginia  is  out,  the  gunboats  in  Norfolk,  the  Jamestown  and 
Patrick  Henry  and  others,  can  certainly  pass  up  the  river,  and  by  lay- 
ing in  the  {Swash  Channel,  which  they  can  do  with  ease,  can  certainly 
prevent  McClellan  from  crossing  the  Warwick  Eiver  below  my  works 
unless  exposed  to  a most  destructive  fire.  Please  have  them  ordered 
up,  as  the  James  Eiver  is  safe  so  long  as  the  Virginia  is  below. 

Field  guns  are  much  needed  at  Yorktown,  and  indeed  guns  for  the 
land  defense  of  every  caliber  are  much  needed  there ; the  field  pieces 
especially,  to  defend  the  numerous  ravines,  which  are  the  easiest  means 
of  approach  by  the  enemy.  Twelve  of  these  at  least  are  required  of 
long  range,  firing  shell.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  many  mor- 
tars, because  of  the  impossibility  of  reaching  the  enemy  in  the  ravines  by  ^ 
any  other  means.  There  are  but  three  old  42-pounder  carronades  and 
two  or  three  old  iron  guns  in  the  works  at  Williamsburg.  These  works 
are  now  of  importance  in  defending  the  Peninsula  and  in  securing  the 
best  means  of  safety  for  the  army  in  case  of  disaster.  Therefore,  if  my 
field  artillery  be  lost,  all  is  lost ; hence- the  necessity  of  having  guns  in 
these  works  without  the  least  delay.  Ten  heavy  rifled  guns  and  ten 
batteries  of  light  artillery  are  required  for  these  works.  Send  as  many, 
however,  as  you  can. 

The  fight  flank  at  Spratley’s  requires  at  least  two  field  batteries,  and 
the  work  on  the  main-land  opposite  Jamestown  commanding  the  bridge 
requires  another  battery. 

With  these  guns  and  fortifications  the  Peninsula  can  be  held  as  long 
as  the  works  at  Yorktown  and  Mulberry  Island  hold  out,  and  if  the 
Warwick  line  can  be  successfully  defended,  so  that  neither  of  these 
works  can  be  fully  invested,  McClellan  is  defeated,  at  least  until  the 
iron-clad  vessels  of  the  enemy  shall  be  in  such  numbers  as  to  make  forts 
useless. 

A large  quantity  of  ammunition  is  necessary  to  be  deposited  at  Will- 
iamsburg. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters, 

Lee's  Farm,,  April  8,  1862 — 10  a.  m. 

General  Lee,  Richmond: 

I want  200  wagons  for  transportation.  Will  you  send  them  at  once 
to  Williamsburg,  overland,  loaded  with  long  forage?  Drivers,  if  not 
to  be  had,  can  be  pressed  under  martial  law.  The  100  horses  ordered 
are  very  much  needed;  have  not  arrived.  Please  send  all  the  field 
artillery  to  be  had  and  in  the  best  possible  order.  These  things  are 
absolutely  necessary. 

Wagon-masters  can  be  had  for  money. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major-General,  Commanding 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  8,  1862. 

General  Eains: 

Sir:  When  troops  arrive  at  Yorktown  you  will  communicate  with 
these  headquarters  by  telegraph  (when  the  line  is  working,  or  by  a 
courier  if  it  is  not)  the  fact,  giving  the  name  of  the  regiment,  its  colonel, 
brigade,  and  division,  encamping  them  inside  the  works  until  you  re- 
ceive orders  in  regard  to  the  disposition  that  may  be  made  of  them. 

I desire  to  make  Yorktown  the  place  to  receive  all  troops  that  have 
not  been  assigned  to  positions,  thereby  to  have  it  as  strong  all  the  time 
as  possible,  aud  to  keep  it  so  under  any  circumstances.  On  this  subject 
you  will  receive  precise  instructions  from  me.  | 

The  letter  which  you  received  ordering  you  to  send  the  Eighth  South  11 
Carolina,  Kershaw’s  brigade,  contained  an  inaccuracy,  originating  in  this  J 
office.  It  should  have  been  the  Seventh  South  Carolina.  Send  the 
Seventh  forthwith  to  Lebanon.  You  will  keep  some  one  on  the  wharf  all 
the  time  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  troops,  and  I have  just  ordered 
a company  of  cavalry  to  report  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  acting  as  guides 
and  bringing  me  immediate  information  of  the  arrivals. 

♦ These  troops  will  in  every  instance,  to  avoid  being  observed  by  the 
enemy,  be  sent  via  the  Williamsburg  road,  turning  to  the  left  at  Eagle’s 
and  to  the  right  when  it  enters  the  Grove  Wharf  road. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major-General,  Commanding.  < 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  8,  1862. 
General  G.  J.  Eains,  ' - 

Commanding  First  Division : 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  direct  you  to  i 
have  the  lines  occupied  by  the  command  of  Colonel  Crump  and  also 
the  portion  which  enfilade  the  large  ravines  in  front  of  Eedoubt  No.  4 ^ 
strengthened  as  much  as  you  may  deem  necessary,  and  to  have  traverses  : 
constructed  to  protect  the  men  defending  those  lines  being  taken  in 
reverse  from  a fire  from  the  enemy’s  shipping. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  T.  DOUGLAS, 
Lieutenant  of  Engineers,  C.  IS.  Army. 


Headquarters, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  8,  1862. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

General  : Three  regiments  of  General  Early’s  brigade  (now  at  Leb- 
anon Church,  viz.  Colonel  Terry’s  Twenty-fourth  Virginia,  Colonel 
McEae’s  Fifth  North  Carolina,  and  Colonel  Cumming’s  Twentieth  Geor- 
gia) and  Colonel  Williams’  South  Carolina  regiment,  now  at  the  cross- 
roads half  a mile  below,  will  move  at  early  dawn  to-morrow  morning, 
and  will  report  by  a stafi'  officer  to  you,  awaiting  at  the  cross-roads, 
each  [such]  orders  as  you  may  send  them,  provided  there  should  be 
any  move  of  the  enemy  on  your  right  to  cross  the  river  which  will  make 
such  orders  necessary. 
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These  regiments  are  not  destined  permanently  for  your  division,  but 
are  intended  to  meet  any  emergency  which  may  arise  from  any  unex- 
pected movement  of  the  enemy  in  your  vicinity. 

Lieutenant  Lyon,  of  the  Fifteenth  Virginia  Eegiment,  has  not  re- 
ported to  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Magruder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  BRYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  April  9,  1862. 

Major-General  J.  B.  Maoruder, 

Commanding,  &e.,  Yorhtown : 

General  : Colonel  Carter  reported  to  me  yesterday,  in  conformity  to 
orders  from  you.  I find  that  my  letter  of  26th  March  was  not  sufliciently 
explicit.  I intended  to  call  your  attention  to  the  possibility  of  the  en- 
emy’s forcing  a passage  by  the  batteries  on  the  York  and  James  Rivers, 
below  your  lines  at  Yorktown,  and  effecting  a landing  in  your  rear  above 
your  lines  at  Yorktown  and  Williamsburg.  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
advise  an  abandonment  of  the  Williamsburg  lines,  even  should  you  be 
compelled  to  fall  back  from  Yorktown,  unless  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  by  water  should  place  him  in  the  rear  of  the  former  as  well  as 
the  latter  position.  In  that  event  you  would  be  compelled  to  place  the 
Chickahominy  between  you  and  the  enemy.  At  what  point  you  can 
cross  that  river  will  depend  on  the  course  of  the  enemy.  Should  you 
find  it  necessary  to  fall  back,  the  public  roads  leading  up  the  Peninsula 
along  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  and  the  present  bridges  over 
the  ui)per  part  of  that  river  are  considered  the  best,  and  in  this  con- 
nection I would  suggest  that  those  roads  and  bridges  be  put  in  good 
order  for  use.  I did  not  intend  to  advise  the  passage  of  the  lower 
Chickahominy,  in  the  contingency  named,  except  in  the  event  of  your 
march  by  the  upper  route  along  the  north  side  of  that  river  being  pre- 
vented by  the  enemy.  Should  such  a state  of  things  occur,  you  would 
be  compelled  to  cross  the  river  lower  down,  and  1 advised  on  that  ac- 
count an  examination  of  the  lower  crossings  and  of  the  roads  leading 
to  them  with  a view  to  putting  them  in  good  condition,  and  also  that 
you  make  the  best  preparation  you  can  to  enable  your  army  to  x)ass  at 
these  crossings,  if  necessary. 

In  case  the  enemy  succeed  in  passing  your  lower  river  batteries  so  as 
to  threaten  your  line  of  march  across  the  Chickahominy,  as  above  in- 
dicated, I further  advise  that  you  should  take  measures  to  keep  the 
road  01)011  as  long  as  might  be  necessary  to  enable  you  to  withdraw. 
For  this  purpose  I advise  that  you  should  prepare  to  destroy  such 
wliarves  on  the  York  and  James  Rivers  in  the  rear  of  your  present 
lines  as  the  enemy  would  be  likely  to  use  for  landing  their  troops. 
Of  course  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  extend  these  pre])arations  to 
other  wharves  higher  up  the  rivers  than  those  which  the  enemy  would 
probably  employ  for  that  purpose,  nor  would  it  be  necessary  to  destroy 
any  wharves  until  in  your  judgment  the  danger  becomes  iniininent. 

I further  advise,  with  the  same  object  of  keeping  open  your  line  of 
march  across  the  Chickahominy,  that  you  should  prepare  to  make  such 
display  of  force  in  front  of  the  landings  which  the  enemy  may  approach 
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as  will  retard  tbeir  advance  from  the  rivers  to  tbe  interior  of  tbe  country 
in  your  rear.  Tbe  object  of  all  tbe  precautions  advised  by  me  is  to 
secure  and  keep  open  tbe  best  practicable  route  by  wbicb  you  can  retire 
behind  Gbickabominy  in  tbe  event  of  tbe  enemy’s  getting  in  tbe  rear 
of  your  lines  at  Williamsburg  in  tbe  manner  indicated  and  forcing  you 
to  withdraw  behind  that  river. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond.,  Ya.,  April  9,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  Department^  Yorldown,  Va.  : 

General:  In  reply  to  your  several  telegrams  of  yesterday,  request- 
ing that  caps,  ammunition,  wagons,  and  negroes  be  sent  to  you,  I am  > 
directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that  all  that  is  i)ossible  is  being  done 
toward  supplying  your  necessities.  Two  days  ago  a large  quantity  of 
ammunition  was  forwarded  by  way  of  James  River  for  your  command. 
In  addition  to  tbe  caps  with  tbe  small-arm  ammunition,  60,000  finest 
quality  English  caps  were  sent. 

Powder,  lead,  and  other  material  are  very  scarce,  and  tbe  demand 
from  all  sides  great  and  urgent. 

Tbe  general  desires  you  to  impress  upon  tbe  commanding  officers  tbe 
great  importance  of  caring  for  the  ammunition  and  preventing  its  waste 
by  tbe  men.  Tbe  wagon  transportation  is  being  forwarded  with  all 
possible  dispatch.  Tbe  troops  move  by  rail  and  boats  and  of  course 
precede  tbe  Avagons  by  some  days,  but  tbe  Quartermaster’s  Deiiart- 
ment  is  directed  to  hasten  them  forward,  and  is  doing  its  utmost  in 
that  way. 

As  regards  tbe  negroes  wbicb  you  request  to  be  sent  you,  tbe  general 
thinks  it  unadvisable  under  tbe  ])reseut  circumstances  that  they  should 
be  placed  in  such  near  proximikA^  to  the  enemy.  It  AA^ould  be  unsafe, 
and  in  eA^ent  of  an  engagement  they  Avould  be  much  in  tbe  Avay.  He 
thinks  tbe  troops  could  be  employed  upon  tbe  works  in  question. 

Tbe  troops  from  tbe  Department  of  Northern  Virginia  will  carry  am- 
munition Avitb  them. 

Tbe  Quartermaster-General  has  been  made  aware  of  your  need  of 
horses,  and  will  supply  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

April  9,  1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Richmond: 

Sir  : Since  my  last  communication  1 lind  that  the  enemy  are  throwing 
up  heavy  batteries  in  front,  threatening  tbe  most  imjiortant  point  of 
my  line,  Yorktown.  By  a glance  at  tbe  map  you  Avill  see,  if  be  breaks 
tbe  line  there,  AAdiat  tbe  consequences  Avill  be. 

I find  that  5,000  siiades  at  least  are  necessary  and  1,000  axes.  I un- 
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derstand  that  Captain  Eives  has  15,000  spades,  and  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  buy  axes  in  Kichmond,  but  if  a call  were  made  upon  the  people 
there  I have  no  doubt  they  could  be  obtained  by  a contribution  of  one 
ax  by  each  family. 

Please  say  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  I need  excessively  the  serv- 
ices of  Major  St.  John  and  a corps  of  engineers.  Officers  know  noth- 
ing on  this  subject,  and  on  a line  of  15  miles’  extent  it  is  impossible  to 
be  present  myself  or  that  the  few  engineers  I have  can  be  at.  one-half 
the  points  necessary. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGKUDER, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Norfolk,  April  10,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  <&c. : 

My  Dear  General:  Your  letter  of  the  7th,  concerning  the  batteries 
on  Nansemond  Eiver,  was  received  yesterday.  You  are  perfectly  cor- 
rect ; small  batteries  were  put  up  from  time  to  time,  as  our  limited  means 
permitted,  to  keep  off  such  gunboats  as  the  enemy  then  had,  and  they 
were  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  as  events  have  shown.  During  last 
summer  and  fall  a half  dozen  wooden  steamers  were  all  we  had  to  meet 
in  shallow  waters,  and  these  batteries  served  to  keep  them  off,  and 
prevented  their  making  a Newport  News  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

Against  the  means  they  then  had  I was  prepared  to  prevent  any 
landing,  but  against  such  forces  as  they  have  now  collected  you  are 
perfectly  correct.  “These  batteries  singly  are  weak  against  a serious 
naval  attack,  and  are  more  or  less  liable  to  be  taken  and  destroyed  by  a 
sudden  night  attack  (I  may  add  day  attack  either)  by  land.” 

I have  been  endeavoring  for  some  time  past  to  get  obstructions  placed 
off  Town  Point,  and  am  at  work  strengthening  that  point,  but  I have 
not  yet  abandoned  any  of  the  batteries.  If  I do  so  it  invites  them  to 
come  and  occupy  that  position,  and  I have  no  force  to  drive  them  out 
before  they  fortify  themselves  there.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fear  of  the 
Virginia  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  occupying  any 
point  he  pleases  west  of  the  Nansemond  Eiver,  and  I could  not  meet 
his  advance  for  one  or  two  days  with  over  1,000  men,  and  I could  only 
then  move  against  him  with  troops  absolutely  necessary  to  guard  the 
positions  tliey  now  hold. 

To  add  to  my  embarrassment  the  terms  of  service  of  many  of  the  regi- 
ments expire  within  the  next  twenty  days.  Those  that  may  be  reor- 
ganized are  for  the  present  much  disorganized  by  the  process,  and  I 
fear  I will  lose  several  of  the  best  regiments  here,  viz,  the  Third  Ala- 
bama, Third  and  Fourth  Georgia,  First  Louisiana,  none  of  whom  have 
yet  rc-enlisted.  If  they  all  leave  the  enemy  may  come,  and,  if  in  suffi- 
cient force,  the  resistance  cannot  be  great.  We  have  so  long  a line 
and  so  cut  up  with  rivers  it  is  impossible  to  concentrate  our  forces 
rapidly. 

All  the  troops  that  were  sent  to  Suffolk  have  been  removed  (the 
First  South  Carolina  Eegiment  which  was  there  was  about  as  strong 
as  tlie  two  Virginia  regiments  now  there).  The  First  Brigade  (Colston’s) 
is  in  the  Peninsula,  and  I am  weaker  now  than  ever  before,  without  the 
withdrawal  of  the  regiments  above  mentioned.  When  they  leave  I 
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will  be  powerless.  What  can  I do  about  it  ? I do  not  know  and  I am 
not  aware  that  yon  can  help  me. 

The  terms  of  three  North  Carolina  regiments  expire  in  a short 
time. 

I am  very  deficient  in  many  departments,  but  must  struggle  on 
against  all  difficulties. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee'^s  House ^ April  11,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  General  Hill  has  reported  tome  with  his  division,  which  he 
represents  as  4,000  strong.  Previous  to  his  arrival  I had  received  about 
16,000  men,  making,  in  round  numbers,  say,  20,000  men.  My  old  army 
consisted  of  11,500  efficient  men,  making  an  aggregate  of  31,500.  But 
large  numbers  of  these  are  not  available  for  defense  on  my  extended  line. 
Some  1,500  are  over  the  York  River,  at  Gloucester  Point;  about  5,000 
at  Yorktown,  in  garrison ; 750  at  Jamestown  Island ; 1,000  at  Mul- 
berry Island,  and  200  at  Williamsburg  and  vicinity. 

I have  thus  about  23,000  men  on  a line  14  miles  long  to  meet  an  en- 
emy estimated  at  between  100,000  and  200,000. 

I wish  10,000  additional  men,  if  possible,  and  a greater  amount  of 
field  artillery  ; the  garrison’s  work  requiring  the  greatest  part  of  what 
I have. 

The  enemy  is  reported  to  have  three  hundred  rifle  pieces,  and  I think 
truly,  and  their  number  must  tell  dreadfully  on  us. 

All  my  troops  are  now  in  position,  or  taking  position,  as  fast  as 
they  arrive,  and  1 have  no  reserve,  the  important  necessity  of  which 
you  can  understand  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  so  much  exceeding  us. 

I am,  general,  vours,  respectfully. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee\s  Farnij  April  [11],  1862 — 3.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Early, 

Commanding  Third  Division^  Shields^  Farm: 

Sir  : You  were  directed  this  morning  to  send  out  skirmishers  to  the 
front  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy.  I am  now  instructed  to 
direct  you  to  send  out  no  less  than  a brigade  to  skirmish  and  ascertain 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  falling  back  before  a large  force. 

You  will  hold  another  brigade  in  reserve  to  sui)i)ort  the  skirmishers 
in  case  of  necessity,  manning  your  works  to  hold  the  eneiiQ"  in  check 
should  they  attempt  to  follow  our  troops  when  they  retire. 

This  to  be  done  prom[)tly. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

HENRY  BRY^AN, 

A ss i s ta n t A dju tant-  Gen eral. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee^s  Farm,  April  11,  1862. 

Col.  John  A.  Winston,  Wynnes  Mill: 

Sir  : 1 am  iDStructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  direct  you  to 
send  out  skirmishers  at  once,  to  discover  the  position  of  the  enemy.  A 
similar  movement  is  directed  to  be  made  all  along  our  front. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  BRYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 
Lee^s  Farm,  near  Lee’s  Mill,  April  11,  1862. 

PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Peninsula  and  south  side  of  James  River : 

McClellan,  at  the  head  of  100,000  men,  is  threatening  our  whole  line. 
To  meet  this  force  successfully  our  main  reliance  is  to  be  x)laced  upon 
breastworks.  Soldiers  cannot  be  expected  to  work  night  and  day  and 
fight  besides. 

Our  negro  force  now  at  work  on  - fortifications  is  too  small  to  accom- 
plish this  object  before  the  enemy  may  attempt  to  carry  us  by  assault, 
when  it  will  be  beyond  the  jiower  of  all  the  force  in  the  country  to 
remedy  that  which  earlier  could  have  been  edected  with  a slight  addi- 
tional assistance. 

Under  these  circumstances  I am  sure  that  no  patriotic  citizen,  with 
the  issue  truly  at  heart,  would  hesitate  to  respond  most  cheerfully  to 
the  call  which  I now  make,  viz,  one  negro  man,  with  his  ax  or  spade, 
to  be  furnished  at  once  by  each  proprietor.  Without  the  most  liberal 
assistance  in  axes,  spades,  and  hands  to  work  we  cannot  hope  to  suc- 
ceed, and  the  Northern  army  will  be  in  j)ossessiou  of  your  farms  in  a 
few  days. 

Mr.  Junius  Lamb  is  my  authorized  agent  to  receive  the  negroes. 
Send  them  at  once,  under  overseers,  to  Colonel  Ewell,  at  Williamsburg. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Yorktown,  April  12,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph: 

Sir  : I request  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  instructed  to  inform 
me  what  orders  have  been  given  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Virginia, 
in  order  that  1 may  be  governed  by  her  movements.  She  will  best 
subserve  the  interests  of  the  service  by  remaining  where  she  is.  If  she 
remains  1 can  move  field  guns  from  Jamestown  Island  to  the  front. 
I esteem  it  highly  important  that  theTeazer  be  immediately  furnished 
with  a rified  gun  and  stationed  in  the  Swash  Channel  below  Mulberry 
Island  Point.  If  she  were  there,  supported  by  two  gunboats  or  James 
River  tugs,  with  long-range  guns  stationed  at  intervals,  their  combined 
tire  would  sweep  Mulberry  Island  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing 
Warwick  River.  This  would  possibly  strengthen  my  right  fiank.  It 
would  [do]  away  with  the  necessity  of  the  works  at  Minor’s  farm. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major- General. 


438  THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA.  [Chap.  XXIlI. 

Yorktown,  Ya.,  April  12,  1862. 
General  George  W.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Is  there  no  possible  means  of  getting  any  more  cannon  powder 
for  this  place*?  We  have  scarcely  60  charges  per  giin  for  those  on  the 
front  line  and  30  for  the  rest.  We  should  have  at  the  very  least  30,000 
sent  us  immediately  and  20,000  more  sent  as  soon  afterward  as  possible. 

The  enemy  is  throwing  up  his  works  around  us  now,  and  we  really  have  | 
not  the  ammunition  to  drive  him  away.  He  can  shell  us  when  he  pleases  : 
and  we  cannot  spare  the  powder  to  return  it  fully. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Magruder : ^ 

J.  THOMAS  GOODE, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery  and  Ordnance^  Yorhtown. 


[Indorsement.] 


Respectfully  forwarded  and  urgently  recommended. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Yorktown,  April  12,  1862—12  o’clock. 
Hon.  George  W.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  War: 

A steam -tug  of  the  enemy  has  just  succeeded  in  passing  up  York 
River  and  entering  Wormley’s  Greek.  She  was  fired  upon  by  the  rifled 
32-pounder  from  Gloucester  Point  and  Yorktown. 

There  is  not  a sufficiency  of  ammunition  for  these  guns,  those  at 
Gloucester  Point  having  only  about  30  rounds,  those  at  Yorktown  hav- 
ing less  than  100.  It  is  desirable  that  more  ammunition  be  forwarded 
at  once.  The  caliber  of  the  projectile  for  the  gun  at  Gloucester  Point 
Captain  Minor,  of  the  Navy,  knows  j that  of  the  gun  at  Yorktown  you 
know.  These  guns  are  difi'erently  rifled. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  \ Headquarters, 

No.  6.  j Richmond,  Ya.,  April  12,  1862. 

The  Departments  of  Norfolk  and  the  Peninsula  are  embraced  for  the 
present  within  the  limit  of  operations  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston  will  direct  the  military  and  naval  operations 
in  those  departments.  The  commanders  of  the  departments  and  navy- 
yards,  while  conforming  to  his  instructions,  will  make  their  reports  and 
requisitions,  as  heretofore,  to  the  proper  departments  in  Richmond  until 
further  orders. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Ya.,  April  13,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk,  Ya. : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  in  reply  to  his  relative  to  the  batteries 
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on  Naiisemond  Eiver,  and  to  say  that  General  J.  E.  Johnston  started 
from  this  city  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Peninsula 
and  Norfolk,  proceeding  first  to  the  Peninsula.  A portion  of  his  army 
is  being  removed  from  Northern  to  Eastern  Virginia,  and  he  will  make 
such  distribution  of  it  between  the  Peninsula  and  Norfolk  as  the  good 
of  the  service  may  seem  to  require. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  n.  TAYLOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


April  13,  1862 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  TVur,  C.  8.  A. : 

Dear  Sir  : As  I am  once  more  in  charge  of  Yorktown,  and  General 
Magruder  is  at  the  other  end  of  the  line,  I have  taken  the  liberty  of 
writing  to  you  directly  by  Captain  Tayloe. 

I find  this  place  totally  unprepared  for  a siege.  There  are  only  65 
rounds  per  gun  for  each  of  the  heavy  guns,  and  there  ought  to  be  at 
least  ten  more  heavy  guns  on  the  land  side.  General  Johnston  thinks 
that  half  of  the  water  guns  ought  to  be  transferred  to  the  land  side. 

The  enemy  is  making  formidable  preparations.  He  has  established 
a depot  at  the  mouth  of  Wormley’s  Creek,  as  well  as  at  Ship  Point. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  is  bringing  up  heavy  siege  guns,  and 
when  he  does  open  fire  it  will  be  terrific.  The  light  guns  in  Eedoubts 
Nos.  4 and  5 (outside  of  Yorktown)  will  be  knocked  over  in  half  an  hour. 
I fear  that  those  redoubts  cannot  be  held,  certainly  not  with  light  guns. 
The  woods  which  I was  so  anxious  to  have  cut  down  are  still  standing, 
so  that  the  enemy  can  establish  his  batteries  under  cover  at  800  yards. 
In  fact,  we  have  had  men  killed  by  rifle-shots  even  inside  of  the  works. 
We  ought  to  have  force  enough  to  make  formidable  sorties  to  destroy 
batteries  in  process  of  construction.  But  with  our  present  inadequate 
sup])ly  of  troops  we  have  no  men  to  spare  for  outside  operations. 

Idle  occupation  of  Wormley’s  Creek  puts  a new  face  iiiion  the  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy.  His  light  steamers  can  carry  heavy  gnus  up  to 
White’s  Mill,  within  a mile  of  Yorktown.  He  has  full  possession  of  all 
the  woods  in  that  direction. 

Our  wants  are,  briefly,  more  infantry — at  least  10,000;  more  heavy 
guns,  and  more  ammunition.  The  calibers  on  the  land  side  are  four 
32-pouuders,  navy  carriages;  one  32-pounder,  light  carriage;  four  24- 
pounders;  one  8-inch  mortar;  three  12-pounders ; one  rifled  24-x)ounder 
(a  poor  affair).  These  guns  ought  to  be  abundantly  supplied  with  am- 
munition. In  addition.  General  Magruder  has  ordered  the  removal  of 
five  8-inch  columbiads  to  the  land  side.  These  also  ought  to  have  a 
large  sui)i)ly  of  ammunition.  Hand  grenades  ought  to  be  supi)lied  in 
large  numbers,  and  at  least  50,000  sand  bags.  Eichmond  and  the 
Southern  Confederacy  are  dependent  upon  the  contest  here. 

Please  excuse  my  calling  your  personal  attention  to  these  matters. 
General  Johnston’s  presence  and  General  Johnston’s  army  may  save  us; 
otherwise  the  contest  will  be  hopeless.  It  is  not  conceivable  that  the 
troops  of  General  Johnston  would  fight  as  well  under  any  other  officer. 
The  marvelous  energy  of  General  Magruder  has  accomplished  wonders, 
but  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  fight  better  under  its  own  chief. 

With  gieat  respect, 


D.  H.  HILL. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Fann,  April  14,- 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Early, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  he  con- 
siders the  upper  dam  of  Wynn’s  Mill  (now  in  charge  of  Colonel  Mott’s 
Nineteenth  Mississippi)  and  the  woods  to  the  left  of  it  not  sufficiently  | 
protected. 

He  desires  that  General  Colston’s  brigade  should  strengthen  this  | 
position,  and  that  General  Colston  be  placed  in  charge  of  this  upper 
dam  and  the  woods  on  the  left  until  the  left  of  his  troops  shall  meet  5 
the  right  of  General  Eodes’  command.  One  of  his  regiments  must  be 
held  ill  readiness  to  suiiport  the  works  of  Wynn’s  Mill  whenever  re- 
quired by  General  Wil(;ox. 

General  Colston  will  be  under  the  command  of  General  Wilcox,  as 
the  ranking  officer  of  the  position,  but  General  Colston  may  report 
direct  to  you  in  all  matters  not  affecting  the  arrangements  of  troops 
and  defense  of  the  particular  position  assigned  him,  sending  copies  to 
General  Wilcox. 

In  expressing  these  desires  of  the  commanding  general  I am  instructed 
to  authorize  you  to  place  this  brigade  wherever  you  think  it  most  needed 
on  your  line,  reporting  your  action  to  these  headquarters. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  BEYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  in  the  Field, 

Lee's  Farm,  April  14,  1862. 

Col.  B.  S.  Ewell, 

Commandmg,  W ilUamshurg : 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  the  major  general  commanding  to  request 
you  to  report  regularly  and  at  short  intervals  the  progress  of  the  works 
around  Williamsburg,  and  also  to  state  the  nature  and  the  number  of 
the  guns  in  position  at  Spratley’s  at  this  time. 

The  commanding  general  hopes  that  you  will  push  forward  as  much 
as  possible  the  defenses  of  those  two  places,  as  forming  a second  line  of 
defense  for  the  Peninsula,  completing  the  works  at  Williamsburg  first. 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  STANAED. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  14,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee: 


. Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  enemy’s  shipping  shelled 
Yorktown  this  evening  at  a distance  of  about  2 miles  from  the  fort. 
They  also  turned  their  attention  for  several  hours  to  a point  below 
Gloucester  Point,  and  after  shelling  for  some  time  sent  out  small  boats 
for  the  pur^iose  apparently  of  taking  soundings.  A landing  there 
seems  to  be  contemplated  by  them.  They  threw  a number  of  shell 
from  a battery  erected  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  Wynn’s  Mill  (which 
battery  is  about  the  same  distance  from  Wynn’s  Mill  and  Yorktown) 
over  Yorktown  and  into  Wynn’s  Mill  last  night. 
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This  evening  they  have  been  shelling  Wynn’s  Mill  continually  for 
about  five  hours,  with  intervals  of  about  six  or  seven  minutes  between 
the  shots.  No  casualties  have  yet  occurred.  We  have  replied  very 
seldom  from  Wynn’s  Mill.  Our  rifle  battery,  however,  delivered 
beautiful  shots  at  the  enemy’s  shipping. 

The  24-pounder  recently  sent  me  proved  utterly  worthless,  bursting 
this  evening  with  the  usual  charge,  fortunately  hurting  no  one. 

In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  guns,  I have  been  compelled  to 
take  six  guns  from  the  water  side  and  place  them  on  the  land  side. 
Five  of  these  were  8-inch  shell  guns — one  42-pounder. 

Please  direct  Colonel  Gorgas  to  send  me,  via  York  Eiver,  an  equal 
number  of  the  same  description  for  the  water  batteries,  with  full  supply 
of  ammunition. 

I am  in  great  want  of  guns,  and  desire  that  you  will  have  'them  sent 
to  me  at  once.  I am  very  scarce  of  ammunition  for  the  rifle  32-pounder, 
our  main  dependence.  Please  direct  that  a full  supply  of  ammunition 
be  at  once  sent. 

I require  disk  shell  for  32- pounder  rifle.  Please  order  them  sent. 
This  32  rifled  battery  is  a great  protection,  and  it  keeps  the  gunboat 
out  of  range  of  the  other  batteries  or  coming  sufficiently  close  to  do 
great  harm. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGPUDEK, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farniy  April  14,  1862. 


Brigadier-General  Toombs, 

Curtis’  Farm  : 


Sir  : Your  note  to  hand  reporting  arrival  of  Eighth,  Ninth,  and 
Eleventh  Georgia  Eegimentsj  also  probable  arrival  of  two  more. 

I am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  you  wdll 
direct  the  last  two  regiments  to  remain  at  King’s  Mill  Wharf  until  fur- 
ther orders,  drawing  their  supplies  from  Williamsburg,  and  that  you 
will  order  all  unnecessary  baggage  of  your  command  to  be  left  at  King’s 
Mill  Wharf,  bringing  forward  only  that  that  is  necessary  to  keep  your 
forces  in  an  effective  condition. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 


HENEY  BEYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Yorktown,  Va., 

April  15,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

. Secretary  of  Wur,  C.  S.  A.: 

Dear  Sir  : As  nothing  can  be  procured  here  without  i)ersonal  at- 
tention, I have  sent  my  quartermaster  uj)  to  get  2,000  tents.  The  army 
is  diminishiug  most  fearfully  by  sickness  from  fatigue,  exposure,  and 
stampedes. 

The  enemy  has  sent  up  two  gunboats,  which  have  been  bombarding 
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this  place  for  two  days.  We  have  but  two  guns  which  can  reach  tliem, 
and  these  have  but  IG  rounds  of  disk  sliells.  The  other  shells  are  I 
worthless.  Tlie  delay  of  McClellan  can  only  be  accounted  for  in  one  of  | 
two  ways  : He  is  either  waiting  for  a formidable  mortar  and  siege  train  : 
or  he  is  waiting  until  more  iron-clad  vessels  are  made.  In  the  latter 
case  he  expects  to  reduce  Yorktown  from  the  water  side,  the  Monitor 
keeping  the  Alerrimac  in  check  at  Old  Point.  Yesterday  the  gunboats 
shelled  the  woods  near  Gloucester,  feeling  for  batteries.  The  reduction 
of  Gloucester  would  be  a serious  calamity,  but  iron-clad  boats  in  the 
river  would  be  much  more  so. 

The  enemy  with  his  water  facilities  can  multiply  his  artillery  indefi- 
nitely, and  as  his  is  so  sui^erior  to  ours,  the  result  of  such  a fight  can- 
not be  doubtful. 

Would  it  not  be  better  to  let  our  railroads  in  Korth  Carolina  be  cut, 
our  cities  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  captured,  and  have  the  whole 
Southern  army  thrown  here  and  crush  McClellan  ? By  attempting  to 
hold  so  many  points  w^e  have  been  beaten  in  detail,  and  are  losing  all 
that  we  have  been  trying  to  hold.  We  are  no  match  for  the  Yankees 
at  an  artillery  play  with  our  \vretched  ordnance,  poor  in  quality  and 
feeble  in  quantity.  We  must  fight  on  the  field  and  trust  to  the  bayo- 
net. If  we  had  100,000  men  here  we  could  march  out  of  the  trenches 
and  capture  McClellan,  unless  he  has  a swift-footed  horse.  He  has 
been  anxious  to  dine  in  Eichmond  and  we  would  be  glad  to  send  him 
up  with  an  escort. 

I have  been  much  troubled  about  the  river.  If  the  enemy  get  a position 
in  rear  of  us  our  men  cannot  stand  to  their  gnns  on  the  land  side  while 
an  assaulting  column  is  coming  up  to  attack  the  works.  The  enemy 
is  accumnlating  men  and  guns  much  faster  than  we  are.  Every  day  is 
a gain  to  him. 

I have  a wretched  tallow  candle  stuck  in  a box  and  cannot  see  the 
lines. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL. 


War  Department, 
Richmond.,  April  15,  18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  at  Yorhtown: 

Dear  Sir  : I liave  ordered  five  8 inch  guns,  with  100  rounds  each,  to 
be  sent  to  you  immediately.  Colonel  Gorgas  will  have  as  many  sand 
bags  made  as  he  can  find  the  material  for.  He  hopes  to  be  able  to  get 
about  20,000.  We  are  expecting  a large  supply  of  powuler,  now  on 
the  road  between  here  and  Florida,  and  will  siqiply  you  so  soon  as  it 
arrives.  I have  directed  the  Tredegar  Works  to  complete  the  shaft  of 
the  Logan  in  i)ref(‘rence  to  all  other  work,  and  hope  to  have  her  on 
the  river  in  a week  at  farthest.  You  will  be  re-enforced  speedily  to  an 
extent  equal,  if  not  greater,  than  you  require,  and  General  Johnston 
will  assume  the  command.  We  can  send  other  artillery  so  soon  as  we 
get  the  powder,  and  will  do  so  if  necessary. 

Colonel  Gorgas  informs  me  that  he  has  sent  the  hand  grenades  and 
10,000  pounds  ol‘  powuler.  I send  you  a cipher,  which  I have  explained 
to  Captain  Hill,  and  will  get  you  to  use  when  you  telegraph  anything 
that  ought  not  to  be  known.  Communicate  with  me  freely. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


G.  W.  EANDOLPH. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Fann,  April  15,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Early, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  inform  you  that  as 
Major-General  [D.  H.]  Hill  has  reiiresented  that  the  weak  points  near 
Redoubts  iN'os.  4 and  5 may  be  pressed  by  the  enemy,  in  that  event  you 
will  call  upon  one  of  the  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Toombs’  divis- 
ion to  re-enforce  you.  The  position  of  this  brigade  will  be  in  the  rear 
of  Colonel  Winston’s  division. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  ALSTOi^^, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  15,  1862. 

General  Hill,  YorJctoicn: 

Sir  : I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  say  that  you 
can  retain  the  negro  force  which  you  have.  Major  Ramseur  will  be  or- 
dered to  take  charge  of  the  batteries  of  Redoubts  Nos.  4 and  5. 

There  has  been  no  change  except  that  a rilled  piece  of  Captain  Nelson 
has  been  ordered  to  Gloucester  Point  and  a piece  of  Captain  Page  has 
been  ordered  to  Yorktown. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  ALSTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Departiment  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  15,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  McLaws, 

Co7nmanding  Right  Flank,  Curtis’  Farm : 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  acknowledge 
your  letter  of  to-night,*  and  in  reply  to  say  that  it  was  not  intended 
that  you  should  iirepare  to  oppose  the  crossing  of  the  enemy  below 
Minor’s.  You  acted  rightly,  therefore,  in  removing  the  guns  from 
Minor’s.  The  mistake  arose  from  the  use  of  Brick  House  ” for  “ Brick 
House  Creek.” 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  in  erecting  fortifications  at 
Brick  House  Creek  you  cause  the  defensive  works  to  be  made  on  the 
left  flank  from  Green’s  to  the  road,  so  as  to  force  the  enemy  to  pass 
under  the  heavy  guns  at  Mulberry  Point.  These  works  he  directs  you 
to  cause  to  be  constructed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  ALSTON, 

Aide  de- Camp. 


t Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  16,  1862. 

>.  S.  Ewell,  Williamsburg : 

: I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Johnston  has  tele- 
ed  that  some  cavalry  and  artillery  are  marching  down  from  Rich- 


Not  found. 
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mond  to  Charles  City  Court-House.  Please  send  some  one  to  Charles 
City  Court-House,  with  instructions  to  act  as  a guide,  and  render  assist- 
ance to  enable  them  to  procure  forage,  if  any  is  received  by  them  from 
that  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Charles  City  Court-House.  He  will  guide 
them  to  Williamsburg  when  they  arrive,  unless  their  orders  require  a 
difierent  route. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  BRYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lee’s  Farm,  A;pril  16,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : . 

Virginia  again  gone  into  dock.  Please  hurry  her  out  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, particularly  as  the  Patrick  Henry  and  Jamestown,  as  well  as  Teazer, 
are  absolutely  needed  at  Mulberry  Island  to  render  the  works  at  that 
place  secure  and  protect  my  right  flank.  Please  send  them  up  as  soon  as 
the  Virginia  comes  out.  Quite  certain  that  enemy  is  preparing  to  cross 
Warwick  River  below  Minor’s;  in  which  case,  without  assistance  of  these 
vessels,  we  will  be  forced  to  abandon  our  works  on  Mulberry  Island. 
Let  the  Virginia  come  out  and  destroy  the  enemy’s  ships  in  York  River, 
take  permanent  position  outside  of  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  if  sufiicient 
re-enforcements  are  sent  to  crush  the  enemy  McClellan  and  his  army 
will  be  in  a critical  situation. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major-General. 


Lee’s  Farm,  April  16, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Please  inform  me  if  my  recommendation  that  two  of  the  tugs  on  James 
River  be  armed  and  sent  to  co-operate  with  the  Teazer  to  prevent  the 
enemy  crossing  Warwick  River  has  been  acted  upon.  Also  if  the  Pat- 
rick Henry  and  Jamestown  are  to  come  back,  as  they  should  do,  up 
James  River,  and  how  long  the  Virginia  will  remain  in  dock.  The 
Patrick  Heury  and  Jamestown  should  certainly  have  been  sent  before 
this ; they  can  be  of  great  use  here,  and  none  below.  The  continued 
absence  of  the  Virginia  will  be  fatal  to  Richmond,  as  both  my  flanks 
will  then  be  exposed.  Any  movement  of  the  Virginia  should  be  made 
known  here  by  the  authorities  from  Richmond,  as  a movement  good 
in  her  presence  might  be  fatal  in  her  absence.  Please  answer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Leer’s  Farmj  April  16,  1862. 


Brigadier- General  Toombs, 

Commanding  Division : 

Sir  : Major-General  Magruder,  finding  that  the  First  Georgia  Regu- 
lars, Colonel  Magill,  are  in  position  at  Dam  No.  1,  directs  that  they 
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remain  at  that  position  to  support  Colonel  Levy,  Second  Louisiana. 
The  remainder  of  your  First  Brigade  you  will  march  to  Dam  No.  1 an 
hour  before  daylight  to-morrow,  and  put  them  there  in  the  trenches 
between  Dams  Nos.  1 and  2.  You  will  be  in  command,  and  will  con- 
sult with  General  Cobb,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  position. 

General  Cobb  will  of  course  be  under  your  command. 

Order  your  men  to  bring  their  blankets,  knapsacks,  and  their  haver- 
sacks filled  with  provisions. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

HENKY  BRYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  16,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Wilcox: 

I am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  inclosing  one  from  Colonel  Winston.* 
Owing  to  the  demoralized  condition  of  the  negroes  it  is  impossible  to 
get  them  to  work  where  firing  is  going  on. 

Your  communication  was  only  received  at  past  midnight,  and  the 
slaves  could  not  reach  Wynn’s  Mill  and  commence  work  before  day< 
light.  They  will  be  sent  to-morrow  night,  but  in  the  mean  time  your 
men  must  earnestly  continue  the  work. 

General  Hill’s  orders  concerning  traverses  to  protect  the  artillery 
must  be  carried  into  effect  after  the  works  are  completed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  men.  The  Sixth  Alabama  reported  to  you  by  mistake. 
You  will  order  it  back  to  General  Rodes,  to  take  up  their  former  posi- 
tion. If  you  require  re -enforcements  you  will  call  on  General  Cobb  for 
a portion  of  his  reserve,  or  on  General  Toombs,  if  he  is  in  command. 

The  pulling  down  of  the  houses  may  be  delayed  under  the  pressing 
necessity  of  completing  the  works. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Famyi,  April  17,  1862. 

Col.  B.  S.  Ewell, 

Commanding  at  Williamshurg : 

Colonel  : You  are  directed  to  keep  Major-General  Longstreet  and 
Major-General  Magruder  advised,  at  Lee’s  House,  of  the  approach  to 
Williamsburg  by  land  of  General  Smith’s  and  General  Anderson’s  bri- 
gades by  sending  couriers  beyond  Williamsburg.  They  are  marching 
by  land  from  Richmond.  It  is  very  desirable  to  have  some  troops  in 
the  works  at  Williamsburg.  Suggest  this  to  General  Smith,  who  will 
leave  enough  troops  to  defend  the  works  there. 

Colonel  Ewell  will  retain  the  four  12-pounders,  and  put  them  in  posi- 
tion with  their  ammunition  and  men  to  serve  them. 

General  Smith  will  examine  the  works  at  Williamsburg  and  place  as 
many  loen  in  them  as  he  may  deem  sufficient  to  hold  the  place  in  case 
we  should  fall  back  upon  them. 
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I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  write  the 
above. 

Very  respectfully^,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  ‘STANARD, 

Acting  Aide  de- Gamp, 


Ool.  B.  S.  Ewell: 


Lee’s  Farm,  April  17,  1862. 


Send  a courier  to  meet  General  G.  W.  Smith’s  command,  now  march- 
ing down  the  Peninsula,  and  inform  him  and  all  other  troops  that  they 
must  hurry  on  in  the  most  rapid  manner,  as  we  are  struggling  against 
great  odds  here,  and  every  moment  is  of  importance. 

J.  BAKKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Lee’s  Farm,  April  17,  1862. 
George  W.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  War: 

I have  urgently  to  request  that  you  will  ask  the  President  to  order 
the  two  tugs  nowill  Norfolk,  and  which  can  be  of  no  possible  use  there, 
the  Beaufort  and  Raleigh,  to  Captain  Webb,  at  Mulberry  Island  Point, 
immediately.  They  each  carry  a rilled  32-pounder,  and  would  be  of  im- 
mense importance  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Warwick  and 
operating  on  James  River.  They  draw  but  5 feet,  and  can  only  pass 
Newport  News  by  keeping  close  into  shore  around  Pig  Point. 

I have  also  to  request  that  when  the  Merrimac  comes  out  the  Patrick 
Henry  be  ordered  to  Mulberry  Island  Point,  the  Jamestown  being  left 
with  the  Merrimac  ; the  force  there  must  be  left  to  itself,  the  step  being 
indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  army,  and  would  be  entirely  secure 
if  the  ships  and  gunboats  mentioned  occupied  the  positions  indicated, 
the  Virginia  being  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  by  this  means  my 
line  would  be  very  much  shortened  and  strengthened,  and  the  army  be 
less  in  danger  than  at  present.  I have  run  already  great  risk  by  the 
length  of  my  line,  waiting  for  instructions  upon  this  important  subject 
from  the  War  Department. 

I have  now  determined  to  leave  the  fort  to  its  fate,  having  every  con- 
fidence in  its  strength,  if  these  arrangements  are  made. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRHDER, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fn.,  April  17,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding^  cbc.,  Yorktoicn,  Va. : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  with  reference  to  arms  for 
General  Wilcox  is  received. 

1 am  informed  that  the  arms  turned  over  by  General  Wilcox  at  Gor- 
donsville  have  been  distributed  to  unarmed  troops  at  that  point  by  the 
ordnance  ollicer  in  charge.  There  are,  however,  in  the  hands  of  Cap- 
tain Alexander  a sufficient  number  of  arms  not  otherwise  appropriated 
to  suiiply  the  unarmed  men  of  General  Wilcox.  Those  arms  are  now 
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on  tlie  way  to  the  Peninsula  with  the  ordnance  train  of  General  John- 
ston, and  as  soon  they  arrive  can  be  turned  over  under  the  order  of 
that  officer  to  General  Wilcox.  The  train  is  expected  to  reach  this 
place  to-morrow. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  April  17,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding,  &c.,  YorMown,  Va. : 

General  : Your  letter  of  April  14  is  received.  Colonel  Gorgas  re- 
ports that  there  were  forwarded  to  jmu  the  16th  instant  five  8-inch 
columbiads,  with  barbette  carriages ; 60  rounds  canister ; 20  rounds 
grape  5 15  rounds  each  of  shot  and  shell ; 110  rounds  of  powder ; one 
4.62-inch  rifled  siege  gun,  with  carriage  and  limber  5 100  copper  disk 
shells  for  same ; 100  cartridge  bags ; 100  shells  for  rifled  32-pounder 
gun  (navy);  20  8 inch  incendiary  shells. 

Colonel  Gorgas  further  reports  that  he  is  making,  with  all  dispatch, 
100  additional  shells  for  rifled  32-pounders,  and  that  they  will  probably 
be  sent  to-morrow. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


April  18,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A. : 

The  requisitions  are  sent  through  you,  in  the  hope  that  matters  may 
be  expedited.* 

# * * # * # ♦ 

The  enemy  lias  felt  our  strength  at  various  points,  principally  about 
the  dams.  He  keeps  up  an  incessant  roar  of  artillery  day  and  night. 
Our  men  are  very  careless  and  occasionally  get  hit;  but  it  is  astonishing 
how  few  have  been  struck.  Shell  and  ball  fall  in  their  camps  and  even 
in  their  cabins  without  hurting  them.  We  have  lost  altogether  120 
killed  and  wounded.  You  know  that  cannon-shot  wounds  are  gener- 
ally fatal. 

Pierson  keeps  the  Yankee  boats  at  a respectable  distance.  We 
would  be  terribly  annoyed  but  for  his  battery,  and  he  ought  to  be  sup- 
l)lied  liberally  with  ammunition.  The  game  of  the  enemy  is  to  get  our 
snj)plies  exhausted  by  taunting  us  into  firing  at  him.  I find  it  difficult 
t(r  restrain  the  artillery  and  still  more  difficult  to  restrain  the  infantry. 
Honelson  fell  from  want  of  ammunition  more  than  from  any  other 
cause. 

A few  13-inch  mortars  would  be  of  great  service  to  us,  but  the  press- 
ing want  is  infantry.  Until  we  have  force  enough  to  make  sorties,  we 
have  to  submit  to  the  pelting  of  the  long-range  artillery  of  the  enemy 
without  making  a reply. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL. 


Some  personal  matter  omitted. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  1.  ) A])ril  18,  1862. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Ma^riider  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  right 
of  the  position  commencing  at  Dam  No.  1 and  extending  to  the  river. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  Yorktown, 
including  the  Eedoubts  Nos.  4 and  5. 

III.  Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
center. 

IV.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
reserve. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  RHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Right  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm.,  April  19,  1862. 

In  making  known  to  the  right  wing  of  the  Army  of  the  Peninsula 
the  foregoing  orders  of  the  general  commanding,*  Major-General  Ma- 
gruder  deems  it  a duty  he  owes  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Peninsula  to  express  publicly  the  approval  with  which  their  uniform 
good  conduct  has  inspired  him. 

Duty  has  exacted  many  sacrifices  of  them  and  they  have  been  cheer- 
fully made. 

The  spade  and  the  ax  have  been  no  less  familiar  to  their  hardy 
hands  than  the  musket  and  the  sword. 

Placed  by  the  determination  of  our  Government  upon  a narrow 
tongue  of  land,  washed  on  three  sides  by  navigable  waters  and  ever 
menaced  in  front  by  the  frowning  fortress  of  Monroe,  the  soldiers  of 
the  old  Army  of  the  Peninsula  have  ever  kept  faithful  ward  and  vigil 
over  that  avenue  to  the  heart  of  the  Confederacy  intrusted  to  their 
watchful  care. 

By  their  labors,  skill,  and  courage  the  broad  waters  of  York  and 
James  Rivers  have  been  locked  to  the  progress  of  the  invaders  by  iron 
gates,  which  his  energy  and  fertility  of  resources  have  yet  been  unable 
to  unlock;  and  when  pressed  back  by  overwhelming  numbers  from 
that  advanced  line  of  defense,  which,  with  a fourth  of  the  army  now 
present  under  our  flag,  would  have  been  impregnable  even  to  the  vast 
hordes  of  our  enemy,  the  little  Army  of  the  Peninsula  fell  back  with 
its  front  to  the  marching  enemy  until  it  reached  the  Warwick  River, 
along  which  its  skill  and  energy  had  constructed  a line  of  defense  suf- 
ficient to  temporarily  stay  the  swelling  advance  of  invasion. 

The  major-general  late  commanding  this  little  army  cannot  refrain 
from  declaring  his  gratification  at  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  when,  on 
Saturday,  the  12th  of  this  month,  the  immense  legions  of  the  enemy 
made  their  first  demonstration  along  our  line,  embracing  a front  of  10 
miles,  and  defended  by  a force,  exclusive  of  the  fixed  garrison  of  York- 
town and  Mulberry  Island,  of  scarce  half  as  many  thousand  men  as 
there  were  miles  to  defend.  Whenever  along  this  line  the  enemy  ven- 
tured to  approach  he  was  met  by  the  roar  of  your  artillery  and  the 
unwavering  ranks  of  your  soldiery. 

To  accomplish  this  almost  incredible  result,  when  an  army  of  twenty 
times  your  numbers  was  checked  and  held  at  bay  along  a front  of  10 
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miles,  you  hesitated  at  no  marches  or  vigils,  by  night  or  by  day,  and 
you  shrank  from  no  encounter,  however  unequal,  which  your  general 
asked  at  your  hands.  And  now,  when  you  have  fulfilled  our  whole 
mission,  when  you  have  checked  the  advance  of  an  exultant  enemy, 
until  a breathing  spell  of  countless  value  to  our  country  could  be  ob- 
tained, during  which  adequate  preparations  have  been  made  to  meet 
our  foe  upon  any  field  he  mg^y  choose,  you  can  with  pride  turn  over  to 
your  gallant  and  patriotic  comrades  the  position  which  you  have  firmly 
held  and  protected  against  such  terrible  odds,  and  gladly  share  with 
them  the  duty  of  guarding  this  road  to  the  capital  of  the  Confederacy, 
the  arduous  labors  of  which  had  become  too  great  for  the  unaided  efforts 
of  our  little  band. 

Everything  looks  bright.  We  have  a gallant  army,  led  by  a general 
whose  courage  and  skill  approve  him  worthy  of  the  universal  confidence 
in  which  he  is  held,  and  the  major-general  late  commanding  feels  every 
assurance  that  in  the  great  drama  about  to  be  enacted  on  this  Peninsula 
the  soldiers  of  that  little  army  which  he  so  long  had  the  honor  to  com- 
mand will  prove  themselves  worthy  comrades  of  those  gallant  warriors 
who  have  made  the  names  of  Manassas  and  Leesburg  illustrious  in 
Southern  history. 

By  the  new  arrangements  which  the  exigencies  of  the  service  require 
the  late  major-general  commanding  finds  himself  separated  from  a por- 
tion of  the  old  Army  of  the  Peninsula.  How  painful  this  separation  is 
to  him  he  will  not  venture  to  express,  but  he  begs  to  assure  them  that 
his  heart  will  follow  them  in  the  perils  of  the  coming  conflict  though  it 
be  not  his  fortune  to  lead  them,  and  he  feels  confident  that  their  courage 
and  gallantry  will  win  the  esteem  and  affection  of  their  new  general, 
as  it  has  already  done  that  of  their  old  commander. 

To  those  of  his  ancient  comrades  who  still  remain  under  his  com- 
mand he  can  only  express  the  hope  that  the  future,  like  the  past,  will 
only  strengthen  those  kindly  ties  which  unite  soldiers  in  arms  for  the 
service  of  their  country. 

Comrades,  the  hour  of  the  decision  of  our  liberties  is  approaching,  and 
during  its  eventful  minutes  let  no  man  rest  satisfied  with  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty,  for  our  country  demands  of  each  of  us  that  he  do  more. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Flag-Ship  Virginia,  Norfolk^  April  19,  1862. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory: 

Sir  : As  the  army  of  the  enemy  on  the  Peninsula  has  commenced 
operations  on  General  MagrudePs  front  I have  thought  it  advisable  to 
send  an  additional  naval  force  into  the  James  Eiver,  thinking  that  it 
may  render  service  on  the  general’s  flank.  I therefore,  last  evening, 
dispatched  the  Jamestown,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Barney,  and  the 
Ealeigh,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander,  into  the  James  Eiver, 
and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  they  passed  the  batteries  at  Newport 
News  in  the  night. 

I send  you  herewith  a copy  of  my  orders  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Barney. 

Things  remain  in  the  same  condition  at  Fort  Monroe.  The  enemy’s 
vessels  are  either  directly  under  the  guns  of  or  below  the  fort. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  TATNALL, 

Flag-Officer^  Commanding. 
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Flag-Ship  Virginia, 
Gosport  Navy-  Yard,  April  1 8,  1862. 
Lieut.  Oommauding  J.  K.  Barney, 

Commanding  Jamestown : 

Sir  ; You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  Jamestown,  under  your  com- 
mand, accompanied  by  the  steamer  Raleigh,  into  the  James  River  at 
the  first  favorable  opportunity  you  may  find  to  pass  the  enemy^s  bat- 
teries at  Newport  News. 

On  your  arrival  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Confederate  forces  under 
Major-General  Magruder  you  will  communicate  with  that  officer  as 
soon  as  ])ossible,  and  render  him  in  his  operations  against  the  enemy 
all  the  aid  in  your  power. 

On  falling  in  with  the  steamer  Teazer  you  will  take  her  under  your 
orders,  making  the  force  under  your  command  to  consist  of  the  James- 
town, the  Raleigh,  and  the  Teazer. 

You  will  communicate  to  me  all  matters  of  importance  through  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  any  other  more  direct  way. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  TATNALL, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Right  Flank,  Dept,  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee's  Farm,  April  19,  1862. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Rhett,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to 
the  great  difficulty  in  carrying  on  the  exhausting  defense  at  the  dams 
assigned  to  my  command,  particularly  at  Dam  No.  1.  Sharpshooters 
of  the  enemy  have  been  slowly  pushing  their  way  forward,  causing  it 
to  be  extremely  dangerous  to  relieve  troops  except  in  the  night. 

The  number  of  rifiemen  and  good  shots  at  that  position  is  very  lim- 
ited, and  I have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  order  the  Second 
Missis8ii)pi  Battalion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor  commanding,  which  is 
armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  and  about  275  effective,  and  now  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Rodes  near  Yorktown,  to  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Toombs  for  duty  at  Dam  No.  1. 

In  spite  of  all  my  endeavors  to  strengthen  the  redoubts  at  Dam  No. 
1 1 have  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  superior  number  and 
Aveight  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  Avill  finally  silence  our  batteries  there. 
1 therefore  ])articularly  request  that  one  of  the  light  32-pounders  of 
Ca])taiii  Richardson’s  battery,  now  at  Redoubt  No.  4,  near  Yorktown, 
be  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Toombs,  to  be  placed  in  posi- 
tion at  Dam  No.  1.  It  would  counteract  and  perhaps  overcome  the 
expected  fire  of  the  enemy. 

I have  further  the  honor  to  state  that  troops  at  the  dams  are  almost 
constantly  under  fire,  and  that  though  they  exhibit  fine  spirit  they 
must  inevitably  become  exhausted.  There  is  no  reserve  there  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  enemy’s  fire.  I therefore  beg  leave  to  request  that  the 
troops  from  our  reserve  in  the  rear  be  ordered  to  relieve  them  at  least 
every  forty-eight  hours,  to  procure  that  recui)eration  Avhich  is  necessary 
to  success. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

M ajor-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Eight  Flank,  Dept,  of  the  Peninsula 

^ , Tx  Lee>s  Farm,  April  19,  1862. 

Major-General  Hill,  ’ 

Commanding,  <&c.,  Torhtown  : 

General  : I send  you  by  train  at  6 p.  m.  two  32-pounders,  fortv- 
five  hundredweight,  and  I beg  that  you  will  send  Eichardson’s  batteir 
of  two  light  32-pounders,  which  is  now  at  Eedoubt  I^’o.  4,  to  me.  The 
enemy  is  expected  to  open  a heavy  fire  to-morrow,  and  I request  that 
Eichardson’s  battery  be  sent  to-night  to  Brigadier-General  Toombs  at 
Iso.  1,  to  be  placed  in  position  there. 

I expect  to  be  able  to  send  a 10-inch  columbiad  to  Yorktown  in  a 
lew  days,  and  have  now  two  fine  8-inch  guns  at  Mulberrv  Island, 
which  I will  send  to  Yorktown  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  mageudee, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters'  Eight  Wing, 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

■ Commanding  Left  Wing : 

General:  I have  just  received  your  communication  of  this  morn- 
ing.* 

The  32-pounder  guns  were  delayed  by  the  overturning  of  a wagon  in 
the  road  last  evening,  and  it  was  thought  imprudent  to  send  on  the 
guns  in  the  darkness.  They  ought  to  reach  you  this  morning.  Plat- 
forms are  prepared  for  Eichardson’s  guns  at  Dam  No.  1,  and  one  is  to 
be  placed  in  a position  which  it  is  hoped  will  enfilade  the  eiiemy^s  bat- 
teries. No  magazines  are  made  for  these  guns,  which  I have  alwavs 
moved  easily  from  point  to  point,  with  ammunition  attached  to  the  bat- 
• ^^^Quest  that  you  will  strengthen  Eichardson^s  battery  by  a 
detail  in  charge  of  a lieutenant  from  De  Gournay^s  battery. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  oppose  heavier  guns  to  the  large  bat- 
teries erected  there  at  Dam  No.  — by  the  enemy,  or  there  will  be  one 
consequence — defeat. 

I think  Wynn’s  Mill  requires  a heavy  gun,  and  have  directed  mv 
eDgineers  to  prepare  a platform  for  an  8-inch  columbaid  there.  Let 
^aptain  Eichardson  halt  his  pieces  some  distance  before  reaching  Dam 
^o.  1 and  go  forward  and  report  in  person  to  General  Semmes;  the 

ThTu  enfilading  battery. 

Ihis  had  better  be  done  at  dark.  Captain  Eichardson  must  see  whether 

enough.  Addition  of  earth  or  poles 
mignt  make  them  answer.  ^ 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Eight 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 


Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 
Leeh  Farm,  April  20,  1862. 


General  : I beg  leave  to  make  the  following  explanation  of  my  rea 
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sons  for  desiring  to  exchange  the  32-pounders  I have  for  those  you 
have : 

1st.  Those  I have  are  on  ship  carriages,  consequently  unfit  for  field 
services ; heavier  and  of  longer  range  than  those  you  have. 

2d.  Those  you  have  are  on  wheels,  and  have  been  taken  by  me  about 
on  the  Peninsula.  I think  the  lighter  guns  on  wheels  better  for  the 
field,  and  long-range,  heavier  guns  for  your  purposes. 

Do  you,  after  this  explanation,  still  decline  to  exchange  % 

To  save  time  please  send  a telegraph  by  way  of  Eagle’s.  At  all 
events  answer  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

' Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Bichmondj  Va.,  April  21,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

General  : I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  20th*  instant, 
giving  the  result  of  your  examination  of  the  lines  occupied  by  your 
army.  I regret  the  defects  they  exhibit,  and  trust  it  may  be  in  your 
power  to  remedy  them  or  to  assume  a position  better  calculated  for 
your  purjjose. 

Having  no  knowledge  of  their  character  or  condition  except  from  re- 
port I can  offer  no  suggestions  for  their  improvement,  but  should  be 
glad  to  receive  your  views  as  to  what  can  best  be  done  under  all  the 
circumstances  that  surround  your  position,  that  I may  lay  them  before 
the  President. 

The  Virginia  has  not  been  returned  to  dock,  I am  informed,  since  her 
last  visit  to  Hampton  Eoads,  but  is  at  the  navy-yard  having  her  port 
shutters  adjusted  in  their  places.  She  is  ready  for  service  at  any  mo- 
ment. Her  commander  is  Flag-Officer  Tatnall.  The  steamers  Patrick 
Henry,  Jamestown,  Beaufort,  Ealeigh,  and  Teazer,  under  command  of 
Captain  Tucker,  are  in  the  mouth  of  James  Eiver. 

I have  written  to-night,  that  my  letter  may  be  ready  for  your  courier 
in  the  morning. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Eight  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  21,  1862. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Ehett, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major;  I desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to 
the  situation  of  affairs  at  Dam  No.  1. 

The  enemy  have  erected  in  front  of  that  dam  three  batteries,  with 
embrasures,  mounting  fourteen  guns,  all  of  which,  as  far  as  we  know,  are 
rified  and  of  heavier  caliber  than  any  we  have  in  position.  It  is  my 
opinion,  from  all  the  surrounding  facts,  that  the  enemy  propose  a serious 
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and  formidable  demonstration  at  that  point,  and  that  our  ability  to 
hold  it  is  contingent  upon  the  effectiveness  of  our  artillery. 

Upon  the  day  before  yesterday  I made  a personal  reconnaissance  of 
the  enemy’s  batteries  and  of  our  position,  and  discovered  a point  where, 
in  my  opinion,  a battery  mounted  with  heavy  artillery  could  command 
two,  if  not  all,  of  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  and  immediately  directed 
earthworks  to  be  thrown  up  in  order  to  place  in  position  two  heavy  guns. 

We  had  two  32-pounders  mounted  on  wheels,  which  I have  been  fre- 
quently in  the  habit  of  moving  on  the  Peninsula.  I consider  that  these 
two  guns  placed  in  my  new  battery  would  render  the  batteries  of  the 
enemy  very  nearly  untenable.  These  two  guns  had  been  i)reviously 
placed  in  Eedoubt  No.  4,  near  Yorktown,  and  recommended  themselves  to 
me  by  the  facility  with  which  they  could  be  brought  to  the  dam,  and  by 
the  ease  with  which  their  place  could  be  supplied  b^^  two  long  32- 
pounders,  mounted  on  navy  carriages,  which  I had  in  mj'  possession. 

Impressed  with  these  ideas,  I requested  Major-General  Hill  to  make 
the  exchange  of  pieces  indicated  with  me,  but  he  declines  acquiescing 
in  my  proposition,  deeming,  probably,  that  he  would  be  weakened  by 
the  exchange.  Not  deterred  by  his  refusel,  and  deeply  impressed  with 
the  vital  importance  of  defending  Dam  No.  1 as  far  as  possible,  I have 
continued  my  rear  battery , determined  to  mount  these  or  the  32-pounders 
on  navy  carriages  if  no  other  arrangement  should  be  ordered  by  the 
general  commanding. 

The  objections  to  these  latter  guns  being  used  in  that  position  are 
twofold.  In  the  first  place  the  engineer  reports  that  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  mount  them  in  the  position  chosen,  while  the  nearness  of  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  under  cover  will  make  the  work 
of  the  cannoneer  more  than  usually  hazardous,  and,  secondly,  if  from 
any  cause  it  should  be  necessary  to  abandon  that  position,  either  by  a 
movement  in  advance  or  to  the  rear,  it  would  be  impracticable  in  the  one 
case  to  derive  any  benefit  or  in  the  other  to  serve  the  guns. 

The  guns  mounted  as  they  are  would  be  used  in  the  main  works  at 
Yorktown  in  embrasures  or  under  bomb-proof  with  great  effect,  or  as 
the  Eedoubt  No.  4 is  a more  permanent  and  fixed  position  than  Dam 
No.  1,  whether  we  advance  or  retreat  they  could  be  used  if  necessary 
to  replace  the  guns  which  I desire. 

I have  therefore  to  request  an  order  from  the  general  commanding 
directing  the  transfer  to  me  of  the  two  32-pounders  mounted  on  wheels. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  yours,  respectfullv, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Eight  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Leeh  Farm^  April  21,  1862. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Ehett, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  on 
the  left  bank  of  York  Eiver  there  is  required  at  least  one  strong  cavalry 
company  for  vedette  duty.  There  is  at  present  but  one  company  there 
(35  men  for  duty).  The  distance  from  West  Point  to  the  Eappahan- 
nock  Eiver  is  only  about  20  miles,  and  unless  we  have  vedettes  sta- 
tioned as  far  as  the  Eappahannock  Eiver  the  enemy  might  land  and  com- 
mence his  march  before  we  were  aware  of  it.  There  were  three  cavalry 
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companies  there,  and  I thought  it  necessary  to  bring  two  of  them  over 
to  this  side.  One  or  both  of  these  companies  I think  should  be  returned, 
that  the  vedette  duties  may  be  properly  performed.  Colonel  Crumi), 
the  commanding  officer  at  Gloucester  Point,  earnestly  makes  this  re- 
quest. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

A.  G.  DIOKINSOK.* 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  21, 1862. 

Col.  B.  S.  Ewell: 

Sir  : I am  instructed  by  General  Magruder  to  say  to  you  that  the 
houses  unoccupied,  or  that  have  been  left  by  their  proprietors,  be  the 
first  that  are  taken  for  hospitals.  You  will  next  take  all  houses  occu- 
pied by  males  alone.  Then  all  public  offices  must  be  vacated  and  the 
occupants  go  into  tents. 

The  guard  will  be  removed  from  the  court-house  or  other  buildings 
they  may  occupy  and  tents  be  furnished  them.  Hope’s  Hotel  must  also 
be  used  before  private  families  are  forced  to  give  up  their  residences. 
Then,  if  the  sick  and  wounded  should  still  require  accommodations,  the 
house  in  question  (Bowder’s),  or  any  other  house  where  it  is  possible  for 
the  inmates  to  procure  accommodations,  must  be  used  and  the  occu- 
pants removed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Monday  Night,  April  21,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  8.  A. : 

The  enemy  is  establishing  a battery  where  by  a singular  oversight 
we  had  not  a single  gun  to  reply  to  it.  I have  placed  two  columbiads 
(8-inch)  to  reply  to  them.  There  are  many  grave  defects  in  the  main 
bastion,  and  the  demi-bastions  are  all  subject  to  reverse  fires.  j 

As  I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  do  everything  possible  for  the  defense 
of  Yorktown,  I have  sent  up  an  officer  to  get  sand  bags,  and  if  possible 
one  long-range  gun,  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  together  with  all  ! 
possible  ammunition  for  the  guns  now  on  hand.  | 

It  is  very  plain  that  with  our  defective  artillery  and  munitions  we 
cannot  contend  with  the  enemy  using  his  favorite  arms.  My  only  hope  | 
has  been  that  our  force  would  be  so  increased  as  to  enable  us  to  meet  ( 

the  rascals  in  the  open  field.  But  they  certainly  outnumber  us  now  two  j 

to  one,  and  our  sick  list  is  fearfully  increasing.  Two-thirds  of  our  men  I 

have  no  tents.  Exposure,  fatigue,  loss  of  sleep,  and  hard  work  are  I 
sending  hundreds  to  the  rear  every  day.  Could  not  our  whole  avail-  [ 
able  force  be  thrown  here  and  the  war  ended  by  one  crushing  blow  ? I 
I think  it  likely  that  Burnside  has  sent  a large  part  of  his  force  here.  I 

The  enemy  is  concentrating  around  Corinth  and  Yorktown.  We  must  ! 

do  the  same,  else  we  will  be  beaten  at  both  points,  and  the  Southern  ^ 


* I sign  this  communication,  as  General  Magruder  is  suffering  very  much  with  hia 
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Confederacy  will  cease  to  exist.  I saw  an  article  in  the  Herald  the 
other  day  boasting  of  the  greater  concentration  of  their  forces. 

As  the  defense  of  onr  position  is  now  concerned  we  are  immeasurably 
the  losers.  The  enemy  keeps  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns  and  pelts 
us  all  day  long.  It  is  true  that  but  few  are  killed  daily,  but  our  men 
are  kept  in  the  wet  trenches  and  are  harassed  day  and  night.  Disease 
will  destroy  a hundred  fold  more  [than]  the  Yankee  artillery.  Pro- 
tected by  these  guns,  however,  he  can  retire  to  his  comfortable  tents 
and  fires,  while  our  poor  fellows  are  in  the  wet  and  cold.  This  is  a sad 
but  true  picture  of  our  situation.  Would  that  we  had  force  enough  to 
end  this  state  of  things  by  a fair,  open  field  fight.  This  is  our  only 
hope. 

Excuse  the  freedom  of  an  old  acquaintance.  If  intrusive,  I hope  that 
my  deep  interest  in  our  common  cause  will  be  my  excuse. 

Truly,  yours, 


D.  H.  HILL. 


Eichmond,  April  21,  1862. 

Major-General  Pemberton  : 

A good  brigade  necessary  for  the  defense  of  Eichmond.  Send  one 
as  soon  as  possible.  Enemy  preparing  to  advance  from  Fredericksburg. 
Very  resi)ectfully, 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  April  22,  1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  Gorgas, 

Chief  of  Ordnance^  C.  S.  Army : 

Colonel  : Your  letter  of  this  date  is  received.  I desire  the  10-inch 
columbiad,  with  barbette  carriage,  to  be  sent  to  Drewry’s  Bluff ; the  8- 
inch  columbiad,  with  casemate  carriage,  to  Mulberry  Point,  and  the 
other  two  8-inch  columbiads,  with  barbette  carriages,  to  be  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Beauregard. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Lee’s  Farmj  April  22,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

General:  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  commanding  at  Yorktown,  reports 
that  the  enemy  used  signal  lights  across  the  river  and  fired  signal  guns 
last  night.  He  thinks  that  this  may  indicate  a dash  at  Eichmond  from 
West  Point  qr  Urbana,  and  suggests  that  the  North  Carolina  army 
be  brought  to  that  place.  The  report  from  Norfolk  that  ten  steam 
transports  left  Fort  Monroe  with  troops  the  day  before  is  more  indica- 
tive of  such  a move. 

I have  heard  neither  from  Jackson  nor  Field.  Ewelks  last  letter, 
dated  18th,  informed  me  that  he  was  hourly  expecting  a summons  to 
Jackson’s  aid.  Stationed  here,  I can  obtain  no  information  except 
from  or  through  Eichmond.  Should  the  enemy’s  movements  on  the 
north  or  south  of  you  require  the  withdrawal  of  these  troops  you  will 
have  to  give  me  notice. 

Labor  enough  has  been  expended  here  to  make  a very  strong  i)osition, 
but  it  has  been  wretchedly  misapplied  by  the  young  engineer  officers. 
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No  oDe  but  McClellan  could  have  hesitated  to  attack.  The  defensive 
line  is  far  better  for  him  than  for  us. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

Lee's  Farniy  April  22, 1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  was  received  at  8.30  to-night ; 
the  telegraph  wire  had  been  broken.  I replied  by  telegraph  immedi- 
ately, but  have  just  learned  that  the  wire  is  again  broken. 

I have  written  to  you  twice  since  my  arrival  to  represent  what  seems 
to  me  to  be  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  armies  and  the  probabili- 
ties which  seem  to  me  against  us.  Consequently  1 think  it  anything 
but  expedient  to  divide  these  forces.  I thought  that  it  was  so  consid- 
ered by  the  President  at  the  time  of  our  conference  in  Richmond. 

Should  McDowell  advance  upon  the  capital,  which  is  certainly  prob- 
able, the  only  course  for  us,  in  my  opinion,  is  that  which  I suggested 
at  the  time  referred  to  above — to  assemble  near  Richmond  as  many 
troops  as  possible,  those  from  Norfolk,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Car- 
olina to  be  joined  by  this  army,  then  to  endeavor  to  fight  the  enemy 
before  all  his  forces  are  united.  To  detach  troops  from  this  position 
would  be  ruin  to  those  left. 

When  you  send  me  an  important  dispatch  by  telegraph  it  would  be 
well  to  forward  a duplicate  by  steamer ; our  telegraph  line  is  so  liable 
to  accident.  For  this  purpose  there  should  always  be  a boat  in  Rich- 
mond and  another  at  the  King’s  Mill  Wharf. 

Please  desire  the  Quartermaster-General  to  have  the  two  lower 
bridges  of  the  Chickahominy  repaired.  I have  made  the  request  by 
telegraph. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Right  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Le^s  Farm,  April  22,  1862. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Rhett, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  command- 
ing general  that  the  general  in  command  of  my  left  flank,  Brigadier- 
General  Toombs,  and  Brigadier-General  Semmes,  in  charge  at  Dam 
No.  1,  report  the  men  (twelve  regiments  there  on  duty)  have  become  so 
worn-out  *l5y  long  exposure  in  the  trenches,  labor,  alarms,  &c.,  that 
they  will,  unless  relieved,  cease  to  be  effective  for  action.  In  this 
opinion  I fully  concur,  and  believe  it  impossible  that  men  can  remain 
in  that  position  for  any  length  of  time  without  becoming  almost  useless. 
This  is  by  far  the  most  exposed  part  of  the  line.  I therefore  most  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  troops  from  this  part  of  the  line  be  withdrawn 
and  considered  as  forming  for  the  time  being  a part  of  the  general  re- 
serve, their  places  being  tilled  from  that  reserve.  This  seems  the  only 
way  to  afford  the  desired  relief. 

I have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  the  information  of  the  com- 
manding general  that  previous  to  his  arrival  I gave  an  order  that  the 
sick  should  be  sent  to  Richmond.  The  troops  being  few  in  number,  it 
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was  easy  to  have  a rigid  exammation  previous  to  doing  this.  I am  now 
informed,  however,  that  large  numbers  under  this  order  are  being  sent 
to  Kichmond  daily,  which  might  recover  in  a few  days,  and  that  the 
army  is  thus  being  rapidly  diminished.  I therefore  respectfully  rec- 
ommend that  my  order  be  revoked,  and  that  encampments  capable  of 
accommodating  the  sick  be  established  near  Grove’s  Wharf,  at  which 
place  a commissary  might  be  stationed  and  supplies  furnished  from 
Eichmond  5 tents  are  being  procured  for  this  purpose. 

I have  also  the  honor  to  recommend  that  an  order  be  issued  directing 
that  the  sick  arriving  in  Yorktown  be  equally  divided  by  the  Kelson 
Hospital,  in  charge  of  Dr.  Coffin,  and  the  new  general  hospital,  in  charge 
of  Dr.  Page. 

I deem  it  my  duty  to  make  these  recommendations  to  the  command- 
ing general,  as  from  long  administration  of  this  department  I am  per- 
haps better  acquainted  with  their  necessity  than  others  more  recently 
arrived,  my  desire  being  to  render  to  the  commanding  general  all  of  the 
assistance  in  my  power. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Eight  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm^  April  22,  1862. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Ehett, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Mdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
general  to  the  incomplete  defenses  on  the  Curtis  farm  line  (our  right 
Sauk),  connecting  Skiff  Creek  with  Lee’s  Mill,  and  to  request  that  the 
particular  attention  of  the  chief  engineer  and  his  disposable  force  be 
given  to  perfecting  them. 

The  rifle  pits  already  made,  connecting  the  redoubts,  are  very  weak, 
and  a portion  of  the  line  so  low  that  the  trench  is  full  of  water,  and  ihe 
ground  rising  in  front  would  shorten  the  lire  of  our  sharpshooters. 

The  woods  obstruct  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  which  would  probably, 
if  a small  belt  of  woods  were  removed,  command  the  Mulberry  Island 
road  to  a long  distance,  firing  down  Curtis’  field.  The  possible  occu- 
pation of  Cosuahan’s  battery  (our  advanced  work)  by  the  enemy  at  an 
early  day  invests  this  matter  with  the  deepest  interest. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Eight  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  22,  1862. 

Colonel  Ewell: 

Sir:  I am  instructed  to  direct  you  to  have  merlons  constructed  and 
put  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  navy  guns  at  Spratley’s,  extending  at 
least  five  or  six  yards  on  each  side,  and  by  placing  heavy  logs  over  the 
embrasures  and  covering  them  at  least  6 feet  thick  with  earth  he  can 
protect  and  casemate  the  guns  in  a great  measure.  This  applies  to  the 
navy  guns  on  ship  carriages.  The  guns  mounted  in  barbette  can  remain 
so  lor  the  present.  Merlons  could  be  rapidly  constructed  with  sand 
bags,  5,000  or  6,000  being  sufficient,  covering  them  with  wet  earth  to 
obscure  them,  so  that  they  would  not  present  a shining  mark  to  the 
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enemy.  If  sandbags  could  not  be  had,  they  could  be  constructed  of  ;■ 
earth  if  the  parapets  are  of  sufficient  width.  Five  thousand  sand  bags  i{ 
have  been  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Spratley’s. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

HENRY  BRYAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters, 
Bichmond,  Va.,  April  23,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General:  A dispatch  from  General  Field  to  day  reports  all  quiet  i 
in  his  front.  The  enemj^  has  not  crossed  the  Rappahannock,  and  the 
gunboats  that  were  arrested  in  their  ascent  by  the  obstructions  at  ^ 
Spottswood  Bar  have  left  the  river.  I presume  his  numbers  are  much 
exaggerated;  for  if  General  Augur  had  the  force  attributed  to  him,  or 
if  General  McDowell  had  reached  Aquia,  I think  they  would  have 
occupied  Fredericksburg. 

I think  it  probable  that,  finding  our  weakness  in  that  quarter,  the 
enemy  will  now  endeavor  to  seize  upon  Fredericksburg,  and  make  use 
of  the  Rappahannock  as  a means  of  approach.  In  addition  to  the 
force  under  General  Field  left  by  you  I have  ordered  to  him  two  regi- 
ments and  a light  battery  from  this  city,  probably  over  1,000  men ; 
Starke’s  Virginia  and  Orr’s  South  Carolina  regiments,  over  2,000  men; 
Gregg’s  South  Carolina  brigade,  and  J.  R.  Anderson’s  brigade  from 
North  Carolina.  I hope  this  may  enable  him  to  occupy  his  former 
position,  or  at  least  to  preserve  a strong  front  against  any  advance  of 
the  enemy. 

In  my  dispatch  to  you  on  this  subject  I had  not  intended  to  propose 
a division  of  your  army,  but  thought  it  possible  some  regiments  might, 
in  your  opinion,  be  better  applied  toward  the  Rappahannock,  as  among 
the  reports  furnished  us  was  one  that  the  enemy  was  sending  back 
troops  to  the  Potomac.  Should  the  force  now  sent  to  the  Rappahan- 
nock not  be  sufficient  to  arrest  a forward  movement  from  that  river  I 
will  inform  you,  and  then  you  must  consider  how  far  it  will  involve  the 
necessity  of  a retrogade  movement  on  your  part;  but  in  the  mean  time, 
referring  to  your  letter  of  the  20th,  should  there  be  reason,  in  your 
opinion,  for  a withdrawal  from  the  Peninsula,  I beg  you  will  state  them, 
with  your  recommendation,  that  I may  submit  them  to  the  President. 
You  can  best  judge  of  the  difficulties  before  you  and  know  the  interests 
involved  in  the  question. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  BEE, 

General, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fu.,  April  23,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  Yorhtoivn^  Va.  : 

General:  I have  received  to-night  your  two  letters  of  yesterday’s 
date.  The  points  in  one  have  been  replied  to  in  mj^  letter  of  this  morn- 
ing. I informed  you  of  the  condition  of  afiairs  upon  the  Rappahannock 
and  such  troops  as  I had  been  able  to  send  them.  I have  heard  noth- 
ing since,  except  the  arrival  at  Urbana  of  two  large  gunboats,  one  of 
which  apparently  contained  troops. 
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Should  au  advance  be  contemplated  from  the  Kappahannock  it  would 
require  some  time  to  assemble  a sufficient  force.  In  that  event  the 
course  you  suggest  seems  to  me  the  only  one  we  can  pursue.  I will  en- 
deavor to  keep  you  advised  of  the  progress  of  events  north  of  this 
place.  I will  follow  your  suggestions  when  any  important  dispatch  is 
forwarded  to  you  by  telegraph.  I directed  the  Quartermaster-General 
this  morning  to  have  the  bridge  on  the  Chickahominy  repaired.  I have 
heard  of  no  boats  going  up  the  bay  from  Fort  Monroe  but  two  steamers 
and  twenty  sail  vessels.  1 presume  they  were  going  for  provisions,  and 
thought  probably  their  object  to  be  seizure  of  corn  from  the  counties 
bordering  on  the  Eappahannock. 

My  last  accounts  from  General  Jackson  were  dated  21st.  He  was 
then  at  Swift  Eun  Gap.  Ewell  had  reached  Gordonsville.  I have  heard 
nothing  of  the  further  advance  of  the  enemy  in  the  valley  nor  of  the 
junction  of  Jackson  and  Ewell. 

Field’s  position,  as  far  as  I understand  it,  is  on  the  Ta  Eiver,  where 
it  is  crossed  by  the  Telegraph  road,  about  13  miles  this  side  of  Freder- 
icksburg. His  cavalry  was  advanced  to  within  4 miles  of  Fredericks- 
burg. 

I neglected  to  mention  that  the  only  troops  that  1 have  heard.of  hav- 
ing left  Hew  Berne  was  General  Eeno’s  brigade,  of  five  regiments,  who 
landed  at  Elizabeth  City,  on  the  Pasquotank,  with  a view  of  destroy- 
ing the  lock  of  the  canal  to  prevent  our  iron-clad  boats  from  Horfolk 
reaching  Albemarle  Sound.  They  were  met  at  South  Mills  by  the 
Thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Wright,  and  McOomas’  li^ht  battery,  and 
driven  back  with  loss,  burning  the  bridges  in  their  rear,  taking  to  their 
boats,  and  departing.  We  captured  considerable  ammunition,  some 
arms,  &c.,  but  I regret  to  add  that  Captain  McComas  fell  while  gal- 
lantly fighting  his  battery. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Headquarters, 

Lee^s  Farm^  April  23,  18G2. 

General  Toombs  : 

The  capture  of  a Yankee  colonel  and  a major  at  Lee’s  Mill,  imme- 
diately in  front  of  our  position,  at  the  head  of  their  regiment,  indicates 
that  re-enforcements  are  being  sent  against  Lee’s  Mill.  From  another 
prisoner  captured  to-day  and  from  other  sources  I gain  information  that 
satisfies  me  that  the  i)riucipal  body  of  the  enemy’s  troops  are  massed 
in  your  front  for  several  miles  in  depth.  I believe  the  attack  will  take 
place  to-morrow  morning  or  some  time  during  the  day. 

Should  the  enemy  make  an  attack  to-morrow  morning  at  or  before 
daylight  you  will  not  exchange  the  regiments  from  General  McLaws’ 
division  for  those  ordered  to  be  relieved,  to  wit.  Levy’s,  Fifteenth 
North  Carolina,  and  Taylor’s  Kentucky,  but  will  fight  the  battle  with 
the  latter,  sending  the  regiments  from  General  McLaws’  division  with- 
out delay  back  to  General  McLaws.  Eelief  will  be  afforded  later  in 
the  day. 

Since  communicating  with  you  in  regard  to  the  artillery,  information 
has  been  received  that  the  Washington  Artillery  will  not  be  sent.  I 
have  therefore  ordered  Captain  Eichardson’s  enfilading  battery  of  32- 
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pounder  guns  to  be  put  in  the  works  to  theleft  of  Dam  No.  1.  That  one  of  ^ 
the  rifle  guns  now  in  the  middle  battery,  immediately  opposite  Dam! 
No.  1,  should  be  removed  to  an  embrasure  in  the  traverse  nearly  oppo-i 
site  to  the  same  place,  and  the  other  rifle  gun  be  placed  in  the  work  oni 
the  right,  where  there  is  an  embrasure  finished,  from  which  it  will  beii 
able  to  fire  over  the  space  between  the  dam  and  our  works  opposite.! 
Colonel  Cabell  has  been  charged  with  the  execution  in  detail  of  these* 
movements. 

You  will  be  careful  to  support  with  sufiicient  infantry  all  artillery,  im-ii 
pressing  upon  the  infantry  that  it  is  their  highest  trust  to  defend  it. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Lee^s  House,  April  23,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  Bight  of  Position : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  order  a brigade  from 
your  command  to  relieve  that  of  Brigadier-General  Anderson,  now  on 
duty  in  the  trenches  at  Dam  No.  2. 

The  general  commanding  wishes  this  order  executed  as  soon  as  pos-  ( 
sible. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  Memorandum  Return  of  the  Eight  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula,  Maj.  Gen. 
John  B.  Magruder  commanding,  for  April  23,  1862. 


Present  for  duty. 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


Command. 


First  (D.  R.  Jones')  Division: 

Infantry 

Artillery 

Total 

Second  (McLaws’)  Division: 

Infantry 

Artillery 

Total 


Heavy  Artillery  Brifjade  (R.’  S.  Ewell’s) 

Cavalry  (R.  Johnston’s) 

Cavalry  ( J.  L.  Davis’) 

Cavalry  (Poage’s) 


5, 568 
104 


! 5.672 


9,221 

104 

9,  325 


637 

14 


10,  572 
528 


651  I 11,  100 


142 

35 


555 

626 

194 

112 


177 


1.  487 


828 


12.  587 


11,  209 
542 


11,  209 
542 


11.  751 


11,  751 


697 

661 

194 

112 


661 

194 

112 

1,664 


19,  087 


22,  740 


4 


4 


45 

45 


4S 


Total 

Grand  total, 
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Headquarters, 

Lee's  Farm,  April  24,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

General  : In  the  event  of  our  being  compelled  to  fall  back  from 
this  point  it  would  be  a great  convenience  to  have  a few  days’  pro- 
vision in  wagons,  which  could  meet  the  army  on  any  road  we  might 
take.  For  this  object  I have  above  100  wagons  in  Eichmond,  which 
the  officer  who  bears  this  is  directed  to  keep  loaded  and  ready  to  move 
at  a moment’s  notice,  provided  you  can  have  a sufficient  guard  fur- 
nished for  the  safety  of  the  stores.  1 beg  that  this  may  be  done  if  pos- 
sible. My  object  is  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  wagon  trains  of  our 
divisions. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 


April  24, 1862 — 2 p.  m. 

Hon.  Georue  W.  Eandolph,  Secretary  of  TFhr,  0.  S.  A. : 

Two  deserters  from  the  enemy  were  captured  in  Matthews  yesterday, 
attempting  to  get  home  and  avoid  the  fight.  They  report  that  sixty 
mortars  have  been  landed,  and  that  McClellan  has  made  a complete  in- 
vestment of  our  whole  front,  and  that  his  works  bristle  with  artillery. 
They  say  that  he  has  200,000  men,  most  of  whom  are  confident  of  vic- 
tory. They  report  a loss  of  400  men  on  the  day  Colonel  McKinney  was 
killed.  If  their  statements  can  be  relied  upon,  the  enemy  has  lost  near 
1,000  since  his  landing.  The  men  mean  to  tell  a straight  tale,  but  know 
but  little,  and  are  evidently  very  timid. 

Another  24-pounder  rifle  burst  to-day  and  one  of  Pierson’s  6.4-inch 
guns.  We  have  but  one  gun  now  to  keep  the  shipping  at  a distance. 
The  smooth-bore  guns  have  no  range.  Should  tbe  gunboats  nowiiass 
us,  all  our  transports  in  the  river  will  be  lost  and  the  army  starved.  I 
regret  that  we  have  made  a stand  upon  the  water.  The  enemy  can 
bring  up  ten  guns  to  our  one,  and  his  guns  will  be  infinitely  superior. 
All  his  batteries  against  Yorktown  are  on  the  other  side  of  Wormley’s 
Creek.  We  have  but  few  guns  that  will  reach  them,  and  of  these  few 
the  shells  do  not  burst. 

There  must  be  something  very  rotten  in  the  Ordnance  Department.  It 
is  a Yankee  concern  throughout,  and  I have  long  been  afraid  that  there 
was  foul  play  there.  Our  shells  burst  at  the  mouth  of  the  gun  or  do 
not  burst  at  all.  The  metal  of  which  the  new  guns  are  made  is  of  the 
most  flimsy  and  brittle  character  and  the  casting  is  very  bad. 

I learn  that  the  conscription  is  not  to  take  place  for  thirty  days.  If 
the  men  are  not  called  out  sooner  I fear  that  we  will  be  beaten.  The 
policy  of  trying  to  hold  every  point  leaves  us  always  weaker  than  the 
enemy  at  the  vital  point.  We  are  committing  the  mistake  of  the  Aus- 
trians in  Napoleon’s  first  Italian  campaign. 

I send  up  an  officer  to  see  whether  he  can  get  a 6.4-inch  gun  for  Pier- 
son. I hope  that  it  will  be  tested  before  sending.  The  carriage  was 
torn  all  to  pieces.  The  battery  was  full  of  men,  but,  strange  to  say, 
only  2 were  killed  and  4 wounded. 

The  Yankee  camps  could  be  reached  with  a 13-inch  mortar.  He  is 
establishing  an  enfilade  batterj^  against  Pierson  at  the  mouth  of 
Wormle5^ 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL. 
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Hdqrs.  Eight  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee^s  Farm,  A^ril  24, 1862. 

Maj.  Thomas  Gr.  Ehett, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : It  lias  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  not  be  inappropriate  in 
me  to  address  to  you  certain  reflections  upon  the  present  position  of 
our  army  for  the  consideration  of  the  general  commanding. 

Our  forces  now  occupy,  in  a strictly  defensive  attitude,  the  Warwick 
line,  with  the  exception  that  that  portion  of  the  Warwick  Eiver  inter- 
vening between  Lee’s  Mill  and  Minor’s  farm,  which  was  originally  em- 
braced within  our  line,  has  been  abandoned  as  against  any  serious 
demonstration  of  the  enemy. 

The  purposes  that  induced  me  to  adopt  the  Warwick  line  were : 

1st.  The  necessity  of  locking  up  the  navigation  of  James  and  York 
Eivers  by  defending  a point  on  each,  and  hence  the  vital  consequence 
of  connecting  my  two  extreme  flanks  by  a connection  as  defensible  as 
possible. 

2d.  The  propriety  of  having  a line  to  fall  back  upon  whenever  driven 
by  superior  forces  from  the  advanced  line  of  Harwood’s  and  Young’s 
Mills,  which  was  my  favorite  line,  and  which,  with  20,000  men,  could 
have  been  held,  in  my  opinion,  against  any  force  of  the  enemy  howso- 
ever vast  it  might  be. 

3d.  The  absolute  importance  of  providing  a check  against  any  rapid 
and  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  behind  which  re-enforcements 
could  be  collected  and  a breathing-spell  obtained,  during  which  other 
means  of  defense  might  be  devised. 

It  will  be  seen  that  none  of  these  objects  contemplated  a permanent 
line  except  the  first,  but  rather  looked  to  the  temporary  necessities  of 
a small  force  in  the  presence  of  one  vastly  superior. 

The  first  reason,  which  embraced  the  means  of  closing  against  the 
enemy  the  James  and  York  Eivers,  necessarily  contemplates  a fixed 
and  permanent  purpose,  to  be  maintained  at  every  hazard  not  involv- 
ing the  loss  of  the  army.  Yet  this  purpose  was  only  the  defense  of  the 
rivers,  and  if  that  object  can  be  achieved  by  any  other  means  than  a 
continuous  line  along  Warwick  Eiver  the  purpose  nevertheless  will  be 
fully  realized.  This  is  evidently  the  opinion  of  the  general  command- 
ing, because  he  has  directed  the  abandonment  of  the  lower  portion  of 
the  line  on  Warwick  Eiver,  influenced  doubtless  in  this  determination 
by  a belief  in  the  strength  and  formidable  character  of  the  works  at 
Mulberry  Island  Point,  sufficient  in  his  belief,  with  the  aid  of  the  Vir- 
ginia, to  maintain  itself  alone  and  unsupported,  except  on  the  water 
side,  by  our  steamers,  against  any  eftbrts  of  the  enemy. 

Hence  the  only  i^ermanent  object  originally  contemifiated  by  our 
right  line  of  defense  has  been  considered  as  realized  by  reason  of  the 
presence  of  the  Virginia  at  the  mouth  of  James  Eiver  and  the  ability 
of  the  fortifications  on  James  Eiver  therefore  to  maintain  themselves, 
and  thus  close  the  navigation  of  that  important  river  to  the  enemy. 

The  two  remaining  objects  contemplated  by  me  in  projecting  so  long 
a line  of  defense  were  essentially  temporary  in  their  nature,  and  have 
already  been  fulfilled  and  realized  in  every  particular. 

My  iittle  army  has  found  a temporary  refuge  behind  the  Warwick 
line  "from  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  the  enemy  has 
been  held  in  check  until  the  general  commanding  has  been  able  to 
concentrate  here  a force  which  needs  no  artificial  line  of  defense  be- 
tween it  and  the  enemy.  Hence  I am  unable  to  discover  any  reason 
why  the  line  to  the  right  should  be  adhered  to. 
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The  line  to  the  left  is  still  essential,  as  covering  our  left  flank  and 
protecting  Yorktown,  which  is  the  key  of  the  navigation  of  the  York 
Eiver. 

Regarding  the  high  spirits  of  our  men  and  their  efficiency,  it  is  my 
belief  that  in  a fair  field  we  would  be  able  to  rout  the  enemy,  and  hence 
I regard  the  artificial  obstacles  below  Wynn’s  Mill,  created  to  pro- 
tect a feeble  army,  as  an  obstacle  to  a strong  one  and  a protection  to 
the  enemy. 

The  country  now  occupied  by  the  enemy  is  very  ffivorable  for  de- 
fense. 

From  Wormley’s  Creek  to  Ship  Point  a strong  line  of  redoubts  was 
built  by  me  at  a time  when  I had,  and  expected  to  continue  to  have, 
sufficient  forces  to  maintain  my  advanced  line.  These  redoubts  the 
enemy  has  strengthened  by  new  works,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  Har- 
wood’s and  Young’s  Mills,  already  strong,  have  been  much  strengthened 
by  him.  We  know  that  in  front  of  our  lines  he  has  also  thrown  up 
earthworks,  and  I have  but  little  doubt  that  with  the  cautious  policy 
that  distinguishes  General  McClellan  he  has  fortified  himself  so  as  to 
guard  against  the  contingency  of  a great  disaster.  Hence,  if  he  should 
attack  our  lines  and  we  should  repulse  him,  how  can  we  gather  the 
fruits  of  our  victory  when  a pursuit  of  the  enemy  would,  if  not  obstructed 
altogether  by  our  defensive  line,  lead  us  in  a mile  or  two  right  against 
formidable  intrenchments  protected  by  artillery? 

In  my  opinion  our  strength  is  such  that  we  can  abandon  the  line  be- 
tween the  redoubts  and  Lee’s  Mill,  and,  resting  our  right  on  Blow’s  Mill, 
invite  the  advance  of  the  enemy. 

We  could  cover  the  woods  in  advance  of  that  position  with  strong 
pickets  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  again  fortifying,  as  he  has 
done  on  our  present  line,  which  I could  not  prevent  on  account  of  my 
feeble  numbers. 

If  he  attempt  to  drive  in  our  pickets,  we  can  support  them  and 
bring  on  the  engagement.  Then  if  we  routed  him  he  would  be  dis- 
tant from  his  protecting  intrenchments,  and  we  might  disorganize  him 
before  he  reached  them  or  enter  with  him,  besides  having  in  his  rear 
the  boggy  and  difficult  stream  upon  which  the  mill-dams  are  con- 
structed. 

The  foregoing  views  are  submitted  simply  to  meet  the  theory  of  a 
purely  defensive  policy,  which  I by  no  means  advocate. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  practicable  for  us  by  a vigorous  attack 
at  daylight  to  sweeii  the  enemy  from  our  front,  which  he  presses  too 
closely,  so  that  we  have  scarce  breathing  space,  and  in  doing  this  we 
would  capture  a large  part  of  the  artillery  which  he  has  advanced  near 
to  us,  and  if  in  the  attack  we  should  discover  that  he  had  become  dis- 
organized and  panic-struck,  we  might  cautiously,  but  energetically, 
press  our  success  to  the  extent  of  our  ability. 

The  conclusion  that  I arrive  at  is  that  it  is  not  advisable  under  the 
present  circumstances  to  maintain  our  position  on  the  Warwick  line, 
which  was  purely  a temporary  defensive  line,  and  is  in  my  opinion  uii- 
suited  for  aggressive  and  decisive  action,  being  an  obstacle  to  our 
advance,  not  strong  enough  for  defense,  and  no  longer  necessary  to  be 
held  in  connection  with  James  River  because  of  the  present  state  of  its 
defenses. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major- General j Comdg.  Bight  Wing^  Army  of  the  Feninsulu. 
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[April  25, 1862. — Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Anderson’s  brigade  ordered  from 
Eichmond  to  Fredericksburg.  See  Series  I,  Yol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  867.] 


Lee’s  House,  Aj^ril  25,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

General:  I have  just  read  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  Captain 
Pierson’s  report  to  you,  inclosed  with  it.*  This  report  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I have  always  supi)osed  that  McClellan’s  effort  would  be  to  turn  our 
left  by  getting  possession  of  York  Eiver. 

I asked  by  telegraph  yesterday  for  long-range  guns  for  you;  the 
Secretary  promised  five  more  than  a week  ago.  I’ll  telegraph  again. 

Do  I understand  you  to  say  that  your  men  already  require  relief*?  I 
suppose  not,  as  there  has  [been]  no  occasion  yet  for  fatiguing  service. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  husband  their  strength  and  to  require  of  them 
but  the  amount  of  exertion  they  are  able  to  endure. 

It  seems  to  me  too  late  to  make  the  obstruction  to  navigation  that 
you  propose.  It  would  require,  if  we  had  the  cable,  a long  time  to 
prepare  the  floats  and  put  them  in  position.  It  is  very  unfortunate  to 
be  placed  in  such  a command  after  the  enemy  has  had  time  to  prepare 
his  attacks. 

Yours,  respectfully  and  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHXSTOX, 

General. 


War  Department, 
Richmond,  April  25,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Yorhtown : 

Dear  Sir  : I regret  extremely  the  bursting  of  the  rifle  guns,  but  do 
not  attribute  it  to  foul  play,  as  they  were  cast  by  Southern  founderies. 
The  scarcity  of  metal  has  caused  the  use  of  inferior  qualities,  and  hence 
these  accidents.  The  usual  test  is  no  safeguard,  for  the  gun  may  be 
fired  thirty  or  forty  times  before  it  bursts,  and  overcharges  for  the  pur- 
pose of  testing  weakens  the  gun. 

We  have  sent  you  a smooth  10-inch  and  will  send  immediately  a smooth 
8 inch  gun;  these  are  safe,  and  in  my  judgment  are  better  guns  than 
the  rifled  guns. 

We  cannot  rely  upon  the  latter,  and  for  the  present  have  ceased  to 
make  them.  We  fully  appreciate  the  policy  you  speak  of,  and  have  pur- 
sued it  to  an  extent  that  has  exposed  some  vital  .points.  The  diflicul- 
ties  of  your  iiosition  are  great,  and  if  the  Peninsula  were  merely  at 
stake  we  should  not  hesitate  to  evacuate  it  rather  than  subject  the 
troops  to  losses  from  sickness  and  the  superior  artillery  of  the  enemy. 
But  Korfolk  would  go,  almost  our  entii  e Navy  would  be  lost,  an  immense 
amount  of  material  would  be  captured,  and  we  sbould  gain  no  better 
position  nearer  to  Eichmond  for  the  defense  of  the  city.  There  is  much 
that  can’t  be  trusted  to  paper,  and  1 must  request  you  to  destroy  this. 
A short  conversation  would  convince  you  of  the  necessity  of  defending 
our  present  position  as  long  as  possible. 

Very  truly,  yours. 


*Not  found. 


G.  W.  EAXDOLPH, 

[Secretary  of  War.] 
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Yorktown,  Va., 

A]^ril  26,  1862—11  a.  m. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

General  ; The  enemy  has  thrown  up  a parallel  this  side  of  Worm- 
ley’s  Creek  and  in  front  of  the  woods.  The  work  was  done  last  night. 
He  threw  uj)  a line  of  investment  before  Kedonbts  4 and  5 night  before 
last.  He  has  not  fired  a shot  from  the  land  side  for  a week. 

The  shipping  has  fired  a good  deal,  but  as  yet  without  hurting  any 
one  or  anything. 

I referred  to  the  present  exhaustion  of  the  troops  in  Yorktown.  Ten 
days  ago  there  was  not  a traverse  constructed  against  enfilade  and  re- 
verse fire  ; there  was  not  a magazine  properly  covered,  and  there  was 
scarcely  a heavy  gun  on  the  land  side  which  could  be  brought  to  bear 
on  certain  points.  All  this  work  has  been  done  by  the  troops  here  ; in 
addition,  they  have  had  to  land  all  the  guns,  forage,  and  commissary 
stores.  I have  withdrawn  all  the  negro  force  from  the  outworks  and 
will  try  to  relieve  the  troops  here.  Fifty  more  negroes  here  would  give 
a great  relief  by  being  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary. Some  30t)  negroes  were  sent  up  to  fix  up  the  outworks  ten  or 
fifteen  days  ago.  A large  portion  of  these  have  reported  sick  and  have 
left. 

Five  8-inch  columbiads  have  arrived  since  my  assignment  to  duty. 
These  have  been  placed  on  the  land  side.  An  8-inch  howitzer  has  also 
come  and  been  placed  in  position. 

There  are  now  at  the  wharf  a 10-inch  columbiad  and  a 5.82-inch  rifle. 
The  latter  is  a Eichmond  gun,  and  I am  afraid  of  it.  For  every  gun  we 
will  get  the  Yankees  will  have  ten  of  an  infinitely  superior  character. 
We  have  about  60  rounds  for  each  heavy  gun.  I understand  that  there 
are  about  200  rounds  per  gun  at  Jamestown  Island.  As  the  island  must 
fall  if  Yorktown  does,  would  it  be  practicable  to  get  some  ammunition 
from  it*? 

I would  be  glad  to  have  authority  to  draw  tents  from  Williamsburg 
to  take  the  place  of  the  huts  the  men  are  now  using.  These  huts  ought 
to  be  destroyed. 

A company  of  Hood’s  riflemen  placed  in  the  Peyton  battery  near  the 
wharf  might  succeed  in  stopping  the  passage  of  the  gunboats  by  kill- 
ing the  crew.  The  distance  to  the  main  channel  is  less  than  half  a mile. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


P.  S. — Is  Pryor’s  regiment  subject  to  my  orders 
Colston  claims  it  and  sends  orders. 


It  is  in  my  line,  but 


Hdqrs.  Eight  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  26,  1862. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Ehett, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Major  : I would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general  com- 
manding to  the  fact  that  Cobb’s  brigade  went  into  the  trenches  the  day 
before  yesterday  and  that  I have  no  troops  to  relieve  them,  having 
been  compelled  to  march  up  from  Lee’s  Mill  the  other  day  August’s 
brigade  to  relieve  in  part  the  troops  of  Toombs’  division.  Pettigrew’s 
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and  Anderson’s  brigades  relieved  Cobb’s  on  two  days  of  this  week,  and 
are  still  convenient  to  his  position.  I had  understood,  as  I suppose 
from  the  general  commanding,  that  these  two  brigades  would  relieve 
Cobb  on  successive  days,  and  that  Cobb’s  brigade,  during  such  relief, 
would  constitute  a part  of  the  reserve  under  Major-General  Smith. 

The  favor  of  an  answer  is  requested. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  yours,  respectfully, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Dejpart7nent,  Bight  Wing. 


Fort  Huger,  Harden’s  Bluff, 
April  26,  1862. 

General  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

General  : I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  af- 
fairs at  this  point,  and  to  ask  for  some  changes  which  I consider  neces- 
sary to  its  efficiency. 

I have  a garrison  consisting  of  two  artillery  companies,  belonging  to 
an  infantry  battalion  of  five  companies  in  all,  stationed  outside  of  the 
fort,  and  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Archer,  of  the  Third  Vir- 
ginia Regiment.  These  two  artillery  companies  were  detailed  by 
Colonel  Archer  as  a garrison  for  this  fort,  and  can,  of  course,  be  with- 
drawn by  him  whenever  he  thinks  proper  to  do  so.  He,  as  commanding 
the  battalion,  claims  to  command  the  garrison  everywhere  except  in  the 
fort,  and  he  lias  a right  to  withdraw  them  from  the  fort,  as  a part  of 
his  command,  at  any  time. 

As  I am  held  responsible  for  the  defense  of  this  fort,  I do  not  think 
it  right  that  the  senior  officer  of  the  battalion  outside  should  have  a 
right  to  withdraw  my  garrison  without  my  consent.  Besides  this,  I 
think  it  essential  to  good  order,  discipline,  and  efficiency  that  the  com- 
mand of  the  fort  should  be  entirely  distinct  from  that  of  the  infantry 
force  outside  of  it.  That  force  consists  of  three  companies,  which,  with 
the  two  artillery  companies  of  the  garrison,  comprise  the  whole  force 
at  this  point;  It  may  and  probably  will  be  necessary  aud  proper  to 
hold  the  fort  longer  than  the  infantry  companies  can  hold  their  position, 
and  if  it  became  necessary  to  withdraw  the  infantry,  the  commanding 
officer  could  and  probably  would  withdraw  the  garrison,  as  forming  part 
of  his  battalion  ; or,  if  he  should  think  proper  to  withdraw  into  the  fort, 
he  would  be  commanding  officer  of  the  garrison,  and  of  course  of  the 
fort. 

Under  these  circumstances  I feel  compelled  to  apply  to  you  for  three 
companies  of  artillery,  to  be  placed  under  my  command,  and  not  to  be 
subject  to  withdrawal  by  anybody  but  the  general  commanding  this 
department  or  division.  The  fort,  from  causes  partly  traceable  to  this 
mixed  command,  was  and  is  in  an  inefficient  state. 

I inclose  a copy  of  a letter  which  I addressed  to  Colonel  Archer  a 
few  days  after  I took  command  here,  which  resulted  in  his  verbally 
giving  me  control  of  the  companies  of  the  garrison  as  far  as  he  could 
do  so  without  disintegrating  Ids  battalion.  Colonel  Archer  is  now  the 
brigade  commander  at  Smithfield,  and  I feel  bound  to  say  that  he  has 
shown  every  disposition  to  second  my  views  short  of  breaking  up  his 
battalion,  but  if  these  two  artillery  companies  are  to  be  retained  here 
as  a garrison  that  disintegration  is  necessary  to  its  efficiency.  I wish 
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to  avoid  it  if  possible,  and  therefore  I respectfully  request  that  three 
other  com pauies  be  ordered  here  as  a garrison.  The  two  companies  are 
not  sufficient  to  man  the  guns.  I have  seven  guns  in  barbette  and  six 
on  navy  carriages,  and  it  will  require  three  full  companies  to  afford  a 
relief  in  working  them. 

In  my  judgment  the  commissary  and  quartermaster's  departments  of 
the  garrison  should  also  be  under  the  control  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  fort.  If  it  should  become  necessary  at  any  time  for  the  infantry 
companies  to  retreat,  the  garrison,  if  it  remained  behind,  would  be  left 
without  provisions. 

I have  bomb-proofs  for  storing  provisions  in  case  our  supplies  should 
be  cut  off,  but  I have  no  control  over  the  commissary  department,  and 
of  course  cannot  lay  in  supplies. 

I know  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Government  that  this  place  should  be  held 
to  the  last  extremity,  and  it  shall  be  done  if  I can  have  control  of  the 
garrison ; but  if  the  senior  officer  of  the  three  infantry  companies  outside 
can  order  my  men  from  the  guns  or  come  into  the  fort  and  take  com- 
mand of  it,  I must  respectfully  request  to  be  relieved  from  the  respon- 
sibility of  defending  it. 

I most  respectfully  urge  the  settlement  of  this  question,  as  I think  that 
the  efficiency  of  the  fort  depends  upon  it.  It  seems  to  me  most  desira- 
ble and  necessary  that  the  garrison  should  feel  identified  with  the  fort 
and  with  the  commander  of  it;  should  look  to  him  alonefor  orders,  and  not 
be  constantly  in  doubt  whether  they  were  to  act  as  infantry  or  artillery, 
and  whether  it  best  comported  with  their  interest  or  inclination  to  obey 
my  orders  or  those  of  the  senior  officer  of  the  battalion  outside,  each 
man  judging  for  himself  whether  he  should  attach  himself  to  the  in- 
fantry force  or  to  the  garrison  in  case  of  a fight. 

I have  written  thus  fully  on  the  subject,  general,  from  a sense  of  duty, 
and  because  I am  sure  that  the  case  has  never  been  brought  fairly  be- 
fore the  Department  before;  otherwise  such  a state  of  things  would  not 
have  been  allowed  to  exist. 

I would  also  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  the 
guns  of  this  fort  are  long-range  guns  and  all  mounted  on  the  water 
front.  I am  moving  some  of  the  32-imunders  to  the  land  side,  but  short 
guns  of  that  caliber  and  carronades  on  siege  carriages  would  be  much 
more  effective.  Five  32s  of  twenty-seven  hundredweight  or  thirty- 
three  hundredweight  and  two  carronades  would,  I think,  be  sufficient. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  MAURY, 

CaptaiUj  G.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 

In  strict  official  propriety  this  communication  should  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  General  Lee,  but  I knew  the  many  delays  it  might  have  been 
subject  to  before  reaching  him,  and  I thought  it  important  that  it  should 
be  acted  on  immediately.  So  I have  presumed  upon  old  acquaintance- 
ship to  address  it  to  you  unofficially,  with  the  belief  that  you  would  take 
the  i)roper  steps  to  have  it  brought  to  his  early  attention. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  MAURY. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort  Huger,  April  21, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  H.  Archer,  Brigade  Commander.,  Smithjleld : 

Colonel  : I understand  that  there  has  been  some  difficulty  between 
the  commander  of  this  post  and  the  commander  of  Fort  Huger  respect- 
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ing  authority  over  the  garrison.  I have  found  some  things  contrary  | 
to  my  idea  of  what  is  right,  and  I deem  it  due  to  you  and  to  myself  to 
state  them  and  request  their  correction,  and  to  tell  you  frankly  what  | 
will  be  my  action  in  the  mean  time. 

1 was  ordered  here  by  General  Magruder,  by  the  desire  of  General 
Lee,  to  ^‘assume  command  of  the  battery  at  this  place.  I know  noth- 
ing of  the  connection  between  the  artillery  companies  of  the  garrison  I 
and  the  infantry  companies  under  your  command,  but  by  the  terms  of 
my  orders  1 am  held  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of  this  battery,  and  to  , 
secure  that  I must  have  entire  control  of  the  garrison.  Under  the  pres-  i 
ent,  which  I presume  has  your  sanction,  I have  not  the  necessary 
control.  It  is  necessary  that  I should  have  my  own  guard,  my  own 
officer  of  the  day,  and  my  own  adjutant.  I must  also  have  the  power 
to  punish  any  officer  or  man  who  may  merit  it,  or  I cannot  have  the 
discipline  or  efficiency  which  are  requisite  and  for  which  1 am  held  re- 
sponsible. I find  one  of  the  officers  under  my  command,  Lieut.  A.  M. 
Braxton,  of  the  Yarina  Artillery,  detailed  as  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary of  the  battalion.  I need  his  services  at  the  guns,  and  I respect- 
fully request  that  he  be  relieved  from  his  present  duty  and  ordered  to 
rejoin  his  company.  Another  of  the  lieutenants  under  my  command. 
Lieutenant  Baskerville,  of  White’s  artillery,  was  a day  or  two  since 
detailed  and  sent  to  Norfolk  for  powder  without  my  knowledge  or  con- 
sent. 

I find  all  the  officers  of  the  two  artillery  companies  under  my  com- 
mand detailed  for  battalion  duty  as  officers  of  day  and  guard,  thus 
taking  them  from  my  command,  and  I find  infantry  officers  of  day  and 
guard,  over  whom  I have  no  control,  exercising  authority  in  my  com- 
mand. These  things  cannot  be  and  the  efficiency  of  the  battery  main- 
tained. 

The  garrison  is  too  small  as  it  is.  The  officers  and  men  need  much 
instruction  and  drill.  I need  every  officer  of  both  companies,  and  must 
respectfully  request  that  they  be  relieved  from  battalion  duty  entirely, 
and  that  they  shall  not  be  detailed  for  any  duty  whatever  except  by 
me.  It  is  essential  that  they  should  devote  every  hour  of  their  time 
to  drill  and  study.  We  may  at  any  moment  be  called  upon  to  fight  a 
desperate  fight,  requiring  all  the  skill  and  knowledge  and  practice  that 
can  be  brought  to  bear  to  make  it  successful,  and  I find  that  some  of 
the  officers  and  most  of  the  men  do  not  know  how  to  load  or  fire  a gun. 

I consider  it  essential  that  every  nerve  be  strained  to  acquire  skill  and 
efficiency’"  in  the  branch  of  the  service  to  which  they  belong,  and  there- 
fore I must  respectfully  request,  for  the  sake  of  good  order  and  disci- 
pline and  efficiency,  that  the  companies  be  turned  over  entirely  to  me 
until  the  Secretary  of  War  decides  whether  this  garrison  is  under 
the  command  of  the  senior  officer  of  the  battalion  or  under  my  com- 
mand. 

All  the  officers  and  men  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  and  cannot  feel  that  interest  and  spirit  which  are  'essential  to 
good  discipline  and  efficiency. 

I deem  myself  fully  justified  by  my  orders  in  altering  the  existing 
arrangement  to  some  extent.  I liave  therefore  published  an  order 
(General  Orders,  No.  1),  a copy  of  which  I send  you,*  which,  as  far  as  I 
am  aware,  does  not  conflict  with  any  order  that  you  have  given. 

It  is  due  to  you  in  courtesy  as  well  as  in  right  that  I should  state 
my  view  of  the  case,  and  ask  your  concurrence  therein,  before  making 
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a full  and  fair  stat6m6ut  of  tlio  whole  matter  to  tbe  Secretary  of  W^ar 
for  his  decision.  I must  respectfully  request  an  early  answer. 
Kespectfully,  &c., 

J.  M.  MAUEY, 

Captain,  G.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort. 


General  E.  E.  Lee: 


Headquarters, 
Lee’s  House,  April  27,  1862. 


General:  Our  scouts  report  that  the  enemy  has  two  hundred  and 
fifty  transports  at  Ship  Point,  one-third  of  them  steamers  and  five 
hundred  bateaux.  He  has  been  preparing  with  elaborate  caution  to 
attack  Yorktown  with  heavy  artillery.  It  is  certain  that  our  guns  will 
soon  be  dismounted  and  York  Eiver  open  to  him.  He  will  then  doubt- 
less transport  an  army,  up  that  river  and  so  compel  me  to  fall  back. 
It  will  then  be  necessary  to  evacuate  N^orfolk,  bringing  the  troops  to 
Eichmond.  I am  told  that  two  small  iron-clad  vessels  have  recently 
come  to  Old  Point.  This  will  render  complete  obstruction  of  the  chan- 
nel of  James  Eiver  necessary. 

I suppose  that  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  now  in  Hamp- 
ton Eoads  will  join  in  the  attack  upon  our  batteries,  so  that  James  Eiver 
for  the  time  will  not  be  threatened.  I have  asked  Commander  Tatnall 
if  the  Virginia  could,  under  such  circumstances,  assist  us.  Serious 
damage  to  his  transport  fleet  would  at  the  least  delay  the  enemy^s 
movements.  I doubt,  however,  if  the  Virginia  can  pass  Fort  Monroe 
and  the  iron-clad  vessels. 

Captain  Tucker  with  the  Patrick  Henry  and  three  smaller  vessels  is 
near  Mulberry  Point.  When  compelled  to  retire  they  can  pass  the 
obstruction  below  Eichmond  before  it  is  closed. 

The  weather  is  most  unpropitiousj  the  roads  as  bad  as  possible. 
I he  march  of  an  army  now  with  its  wagons  and  artillery  would  be 
very  difficult.  The  passage  of  the  Federal  army  up  York  Eiver  would 
render  a rapid  movement  necessary  on  our  part. 

Do  urge  the  work  on  the  bridges  of  the  Chickahominy. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTOII, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

n , -r.  ^ House.,  April  27,  1862. 

General  B.  Huger,  ^ 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk : 

Sir  : The  enemy  is  apparently  preparing  to  attack  Yorktown  with  a 
mwertul  artillery.  Should  he  succeed  in  dismounting  our  guns  he 
vill  be  able,  with  the  help  of  his  numerous  transports,  said  now  to  be 
.yaiting  at  Ship  Point,  to  turn  this  position  by  ascending  York  Eiver. 
;nich  a move  will  of  course  compel  this  army  to  abandon  the  Peninsula. 
^ ^ question  how  long  we  can  hold  James  Eiver  by  means 

> the  Virginia  and  other  vessels  of  war  and  the  batteries  on  the  southern 
'bore.  The  possession  of  James  Eiver  would  make  Norfolk  untenable, 
t IS  necessary,  therefore,  that  you  should  be  prepared  for  such  a con- 
ingency,  and  hold  your  troops  in  readiness  to  move  tovfard  Eiclimond 
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with  the  utmost  promptness.  As  little  public  property  as  possible 
should  be  left  to  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON^, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Eight  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee'^s  Farm,  April  27,  1862. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Tucker,  0.  S.  N., 

Mulberry  Point : 

Captain:  I am  directed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  say  to  you 
that  information  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters  that  the 
Teazer  reports  the  enemy  in  large  force  at  the  mouth  of  the  Warwick 
Eiver,  and  that  it  is  the  wish  of  General  Johnston  that  you  should  send 
a light-draught  steamer  to  the  mouth  of  the  Warwick  Eiver  to  observe 
and  oppose  the  passage  of  the  enemy  over  the  river. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  yours,  respectfully, 

J.  L.  BEENT, 

Acting  Aide-de-Gamp. 


Saluda,  April  27,  1862 — 5 p.  m-. 

Col.  Charles  A.  Crump, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Gloucester  Pomt: 

I have  just  received  intelligence  from  a reliable  source  that  there  are 
nine  steamers  in  the  Piankitank,  about  the  mouth,  which  were  sta- 
tionary, and  four  or  five  barges  had  left  them  full  of  armed  men  pro- 
ceeding up  the  river,  and  when  last  seen  were  above  Dr.  TayloPs,  about 
10  miles  from  the  mouth. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  OLIVEE, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  PicJcet. 

P.  S. — I have  hardly  enough  men  to  attend  to  the  Eappahannock,  or 
I would  send  down  a picket. 


Headquarters, 

Lee’s  House,  April  28,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I have  this  evening  suggested  to  you  by  telegraph  to  order 
the  immediate  enrollment  of  all  men  here  of  volunteer  regiments  whose 
terms  of  service  expired  before  the  16th  Ajuil ; otherwise  we  shall 
lose,  it  is  said  by  their  superior  officers,  nearly  all  the  South  Carolin- 
ians and  others.  These  troops  were  reorganizing  when  your  official 
opinion  that  they  are  entitled  to  discharge  was  communicated  to  them 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baxter.  I suggested  the  transmission  of  the 
order  by  telegraph. 

Without  the  retaining  in  service  all  the  troops  now  here  it  will  be 
impossible  to  retain  this  position,  now  too  extensive  for  the  strength  of 
the  army. 
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Unless  you  can  retain  tlie  troops  in  service  whose  terms  expired  be- 
fore the  16th  instant,  or  rather  subject  them  immediately  to  conscrip- 
tion, this  army  will  be  weakened  beyond  calculation.  Ee-elections  have 
greatly  reduced  its  value. 

Please  answer  by  telegraph. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHKSTOis", 

General. 


Headquarters, 

Leeh  House,  April  28,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

General  : I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  in  relation  to 
assignment  of  Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise  to  duty  with  this  army. 

As  I told  you  in  Eichmond  these  troops  are  already  organized.  The 
number  of  brigadier-generals  is  rather  greater  than  that  required.  A 
command  for  General  Wise  cannot,  therefore,  be  formed  without  reor- 
ganizing the  army.  With  the  enemy  at  rifle  shot  from  us  that  cannot 
be  done. 

General  Wise  was  ordered  to  join  me  with  his  troops.  The  troops 
were  afterward  sent  elsewhere,  dispersed.  I proposed  to  you  and  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  that  the  general  should  be  permitted  to 
reorganize  those  troops  and  join  me  with  them.  This  suggestion  seemed 
to  me  to  have  your  approval.  I respectfully  repeat  it. 

Gloucester  Point  is  now  commanded  by  an  officer  who  is  said  to  be 
very  efficient  j he  has  had  opportunity  to  study  its  defense.  I submit 
to  your  judgment  if  it  is  expedient  to  put  a new  man  in  command  (new 
in  regard  to  that  position,  I mean)  just  as  the  enemy  is  about  to  attack. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


April  28,  1862. 


’General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  G.  S.  Forces : 

General  : Nothing  new  this  morning  to  report  except  the  arrival  of 
transports  with  troops  at  the  mouth  of  Wormley.  Two  steamers  came 
in  about  dark,  one  certainly  loaded  with  troops.  The  works  were  con- 
siderably strengthened  in  front  of  us  last  night.  There  are  now  seven 
gunboats  in  the  offing. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  Eight  Wing,  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Leeh  Farm,  April  28,  1862. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Ehett: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  out  of  twelve  regiments  now  at 
Dam  No.  1 there  are  four  companies,  armed  with  long-range  guns,  and 
constitute  the  only  corps  of  shar])shooters.  They  liave  almost  constantly 
been  on  duty,  and,  as  their  imsition  is  a dangerous  one,  I would  res})ect- 
fully  ask  that  one  of  General  Hood’s  Texas  regiments,  or  any  other 
regiment  armed  with  long-range  guns,  be  detailed  to  constitute,  with 
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tlie  four  already  there,  a corps  of  sharpshooters  to  act  against  the  en- 
emy at  that  i)oint.  They  could  be  divided  into  three  reliefs,  and  render 
essential  service.  As  it  is,  the  enemy  has  vastly  the  advantage  of  us, 
and  shoot  at  every  man  and  horse  they  see  exposed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullj^, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major- Oeneralj  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  Department  of  Norfolk, 

South  Mills,  A.  G.j  April  28,  1862 — 1 p.  m. 
Major-General  Huger,  Commanding  Department  : 

General  : The  enemy^s  gunboats  are  reported  in  motion  up  the 
river,  but  only  two  as  yet  as  far  as  Opossum  Quarter  Landing.  Colonel 
Brabble,  Thirty-second  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  having  refused  ; 
to  obey  orders,  is  sent  to  you  under  charges ; also  Adjutant  Parker.  I ! 
hope  they  will  be  dismissed  without  delay,  for  if  the  orders  are  not  1 
obeyed  we  have  no  army.  I send  a copy  of  his  letter.  He  positively  I 
refused  me  in  i3erson.  Adjutant  Parker  refused  to  form  his  regiment,  i 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  BLANCHAED, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

P.  S. — 1.15  p.  m.  Three  boats  reported. 


[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Norfolk,  Ya.,  April  28,  1862. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I recommend  that  the  President  dismiss  Colonel  Brabble  for  posi- 
tive and  willful  disobedience  of  orders,  especially  when  the  order  was 
to  move  toward  the  enemy.  The  letter  of  Colonel  Brabble  is  sufficient 
evidence. 

BENJ.  HUGEE, 

Major- General,  Com^nanding. 


[Second  indorsement.] 


Eespectfully  referred  to  General  Lee. 


April  30, 1862. 


S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


[Inclosure.  ] 

Eichardson’s  Farm,  April  18,  1862. 
Cai)t.  W.  L.  Eiddick,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I have  received  an  order  from  headquarters  to  send  a company 
near  the  mouth  of  the  canal  to  protect  laborers  to-day.  The  order  has 
not  been  obeyed,  as  I cannot  get  a comiiany  there  v ithout  inarching  it 
7 miles;  Avhereas  a company  can  be  sent  from  the  other  side  by  march- 
ing one-third  of  that  distance. 

I suppose  that  it  must  have  been  thought  that  I could  send  the  com- 
pany by  [way]  of  the  river,  but  this  is  rendered  impossible  by  the  ob- 
structions as  well  as  want  of  transportation.  However,  if  it  was  meant 
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that  oue  of  my  companies  should  march  7 miles  rather  than  a company 
of  the  Third  Georgia  or  First  Louisiana  should  march  half  the  distance, 
I must  say,  though  with  all  respect  for  the  general,  that  I would  prefer 
to  suffer  the  consequences  of  disobedience,  even  should  the  penalty  be 
death,  rather  than  execute  it.  My  men  have  been  working  hard  in 
throwing  up  intrenchments  and  obstructing  the  river,  while  I under- 
stand the  forces  on  the  other  side  have  had  negroes  to  help  them. 
While  engaged  in  a war  for  what  I claim  to  be  my  rights  I cannot  sub- 
mit to  what  I believe  to  be  unjust  discrimination. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  BRABBLE, 
Commanding,  Bicliardsoids  Farm. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  109.  ( Lee’s  Farm,  April  28,  1802. 

******* 

II.  Brigadier-General  Semmes  will  report  to  Major-General  Magruder 
for  the  command  of  a brigade,  composed  of  the  Fifteenth  Virginia, 
Tenth  Georgia,  Tenth  Louisiana  Regiments,  and  the  Louisiana  Battal- 
ion, now  temporarily  commanded  by  Colonel  August. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston  : 

THOS.  G.  RHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters,  Lee^s  House,  April  29,  1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 

Sir  : I suspect  that  McClellan  is  waiting  for  iron -clad  war  vessels  for 
James  River.  They  would  enable  him  to  reach  Richmond  three  days 
before  these  troops,  setting  out  at  the  same  time.  Should  such  a move 
be  made,  the  fall  of  Richmond  would  be  inevitable,  unless  we  anticipate 
it.  I cannot  account  otherwise  than  by  this  supposition  for  the  long 
delay  here.  The  fight  for  Yorktown,  as  I said  in  Richmond,  must  be 
one  of  artillery,  in  which  we  cannot  win.  The  result  is  certain  •,  the 
time  only  doubtful. 

Should  the  attack  upon  Yorktown  be  made  earnestly,  we  cannot 
prevent  its  fall  j nor  can  it  hold  out  more  than  a few  hours.  We  must 
abandon  the  Peninsula  soon.  As  two  or  three  days,  more  or  less,  can 
signify  little,  I think  it  best  for  the  sake  of  the  capital  to  do  it  now,  to 
put  the  army  in  position  to  defend  Richmond.  I shall  therefore  move 
as  soon  as  can  be  done  conveniently,  looking  to  the  condition  of  the 
roads  and  the  time  necessary  for  the  corresponding  movement  from 
Norfolk. 

The  wretched  condition  of  the  roads  may  cause  us  heavy  losses  of 
materials  on  the  march. 

The  Virginia  should  hold  Hampton  Roads  as  long  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  enemy  from  cutting  off*  the  troops  now  in  Norfolk, 
if  she  can  do  so. 

■ As  this  is  an  important  movement,  I think  it  necessary  that  the  in- 
tention to  make  if  should  be  reported  to  the  Government. 

Should  the  enemy  approach  Richmond  in  this  manner,  I apprehend 
we  should  have  there  concentrated  the  largest  force  you  can  collect. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  IS’orfolk,  ' 

April  29,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Commanding:  j 

General  : Up  to  last  evening  the  enemy  near  Elizabeth  City  re-  i 
mainecl  on  board  their  vessels.  A few  gunboats  ran  some  distance  up  i 
the  river,  but  returned.  As  I told  you  yesterday,  the  force  now  afloat  ' 
can  be  moved  in  a few  hours  from  any  point  along  the  Albemarle  Sound 
or  Chowan  Elver. 

I received  yesterday  a letter  from  General  J.  E.  Johnston  informing 
me  the  enemj^  were  preparing  to  attack  Yorktown  with  a powerful 
artillery,  and  if  he  succeeds  in  dismounting  our  guns,  which  he  thinks 
inevitable,  the  numerous  transports  now  waiting  at  Ship  Point  can  turn  j 
his  position  by  ascending  York  Eiver,  and  the  question  comes,  how  long 
can  we  hold  James  Eiver  and  the  batteries  on  the  south  shore.  The  ■ 
possession  of  James  Eiver  by  the  enemy  would  make  Norfolk  untena- 
ble. He  desires  I should  reflect  on  the  occurrence  of  this  contingency 
and  be  prepared  for  a prompt  movement,  and  if  compelled  to  move, 
as  little  public  property  as  possible  should  be  left  for  the  enemy.  i 

I have  reflected,  but  do  not  see  that  I can  make  much  preparation  ‘ 
beforehand,  and  have  so  written  to  General  Johnston.  If  I abandon 
my  position  the  enemy  are  likely  to  occupy  it  at  once,  and  as  I have 
this  large  force  afloat  south  of  me,  if  they  get  another  on  James  Eiver 
they  can  select  their  points  of  landing  and  shut  me  in.  The  guns  at* 
the  different  batteries  with  our  limited  means  could  not  be  moved  in 
weeks.  Ammunition  might  be  destroyed,  but  this  is  all,  and  the  navy- 
yard,  which  contains  more  property  than  the  rest  of  the  country,  is  not 
under  my  control.  It  seems  to  me  the  best  I can  do  is  to  be  prepared 
to  repel  promptly  any  attack  and  defend  the  position  as  long  as  I can. 

In  the  contingency  likely  to  happen  referred  to  by  General  Johnston 
I am  in  a cuh de-sac. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGEE.=» 


Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 

April  29,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

My  Dear  General  : Captain  Norris  handed  me'  yesterday  your 
letter  of  the  27th  instant.  I have  reflected  what  to  do  on  the  occur- 
rence of  the  contingency  you  allude  to.  Eor  a weelT past  the  enemy 
has  kept  a brigade  afloat  near  Elizabeth  City,  N.  0.,  which  can  move 
to  any  point  of  Chowan  Eiver.  This  force  landed  on  night  of  18th  live 
or  six  regiments,  under  General  Eeno,  and  marched  on  South  Mills,  where 
thej^  were  met  by  the  Third  Georgia  Eegiment  and  six  pieces  of  artillery 
and  repulsed  with  great  loss.  At  night  the  few  companies  who  had^ 
stopped  them  retired,  and  next  day  found  the  enemy  had  also  retired 
to  their  boats,  leaving  17  wounded  on  the  field,  and  over  1,000  pounds 
powder  in  barrels,  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  It  is  supposed  their  object 
was  to  destroy  the  locks  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal.  These  regiments 
were  from  New  Berne  and  Eoanoke  Island.  They  have  been  re-en- 
forced  during  the  week,  and  are  now  afloat  to  the  south  of  me. 

If  the  enemy  gets  possession  of  the  James  Eiver,  and  can  have  a 
moving  force  on  it  which  he  can  land  where  he  pleases,  I do  not  see 

* See  Huger  to  Randolph,  August  22  and  25,  p.  681. 
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I how  I can  meet  such  a force,  and  they  can  land  where  they  please.  If 
' they  get  possession  of  the  country  west  of  this  place  (through  which 
I the  railroads  pass),  as  well  as  the  waters  on  the  other  three  sides,  any 
; escape  from  here  is  very  doubtful. 

It  would  not  do  now  to  give  up  any  part  of  the  position,  as  they 
j would  at  once  occupy  it.  I cannot  begin  to  move  the  public  property, 
i The  guns  scattered  at  the  different  batteries  could  not  be  removed  with 
our  means  in  weeks,  and  where  to  move  them  to?  The  ammunition 
! could  be  destroyed  when  not  wanted.  As  to  the  valuable  establish- 
! ment,  the  navy-yard,  which  has  more  public  property  than  the  rest  of 
the  country,  it  is  not  under  my  control,  and  others  must  determine 
concerning  it.  Yery  little  can  be  removed  from  there. 

I do  not  see  what  preparation  I can  make,  if  any,  for  the  contingency 
but  to  repel  every  attack  as  promptly  as  possible  and  defend  the  posi- 
tion as  long  as  I can. 

When  they  have  the  waters  on  both  sides  of  me,  you  can  calculate 
how  long  I can  hold  out  as  well  as  I can. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  &c., 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

Major-General. 


; Headquarters, 

Richmond^  F<%.,  A]^ril  29,  1862. 

i Col.  J.  Gorgas, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  Bureau,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  General  Johnston  has  in- 
; formed  me  that  he  does  not  want  any  more  heavy  guns  nor  ammunition 
I for  them  sent  to  York  town  for  the  present. 

' Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

: R.  E.  LEE, 

! General. 


Headquarters  Right  Wing  of  Army, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  29,  1862. 

I Hod.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

\ Sir  : I have  learned  that  complaints  have  been  made  to  you  of  the 

■ treatment  of  the  slaves  employed  in  this  army. 

It  is  quite  true  that  much  hardship  has  been  endured  by  the  negroes 
‘ in  the  recent  prosecution  of  the  defensive  works  on  our  lines ; but  this 
has  been  unavoidable,  owing  to  the  constant  and  long-continued  wet 
weather.  Every  jjrecaution  has  been  adopted  to  secure  their  health 
and  safety  as  far  as  circumstances  would  allow.  The  soldiers,  how- 
ever, have  been  more  exposed  and  have  suffered  far  more  than  the 
slaves.  The  latter  have  always  slept  under  cover  and  have  had  fires 
to  make  them  comfortable,  whilst  the  men  have  been  working  in  the 
rain,  have  stood  in  the  trenches  and  rifle  pits  in  mud  and  water  almost 
knee-deep,  without  shelter,  fire,  or  sufficient  food.  There  has  been  sick- 
ness among  the  soldiers  and  the  slaves,  but  far  more  among  the  former 
.than  the  latter. 

■ _ I write  this  for  your  information,  supposing  that  you  might  not  know 
F the  facts. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Right  Wing,  Army  of  Virginia. 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  April  30,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  &c.,  Yorldown^  Ya. : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  27th,  reporting  the  condition  of  affairs 
on  the  Peninsula,  has  been  received. 

The  preparation  of  bateaux  by  the  enemy  indicates,  I think,  an  at- 
tack on  Gloucester  Point,  in  conjunction  with  his  general  attack  upon 
your  lines.  The  presence  of  the  Virginia  in  York  Eiver  would  discon- 
cert that  part  of  his  plan  as  well  as  the  ascent  of  York  Eiver.  I have 
conversed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  thinks  the  Virginia 
should  repair  to  Yorktown,  and  that  it  might  be  accomplished  at  night. 
Should  you,  after  hearing  from  Flag-Officer  Tatnall,  determine  upon 
this  measure,  could  you  arrange  a signal  to  call  the  steamer  to  you  ? 
Should  you  not  be  able  to  designate  the  precise  time  ? Coal  will  have 
to  be  prepared  for  her  at  Yorktown.  Do  you  wish  any  sent  I trust 
you  may  be  able  to  retain  command  of  York  Eiver,  but  we  must  make 
every  preparation  for  a disaster,  which  may  occur,  and  I will  write  to 
General  Huger  to  prepare  him  for  the  contingency  apprehended. 

Operations  for  obstructing  the  channel  of  the  J ames  Eiver  at  a point 
8 miles  below  the  city  have  been  in  jDrogress  ever  since  my  arrival.  I 
regret  to  state  it  is  not  completed,  and  the  work  has  been  much  re- 
tarded by  freshets  and  the  want  of  means  of  transportation,  all  of  the 
latter  being  in  requisition  for  troops  and  provisions  for  your  army. 

The  quartermaster  reports  that  the  bridges  across  the  Ohickahominy 
in  this  vicinity  are  repaired,  except  one,  which  will  be  finished  to-morrow. 
Bottom’s,  Long,  and  Forge  Bridges  below  required  much  work.  Work- 
men are  now  engaged  on  them,  and  they  are  directed  to  use  every  exer-  | 
tiou  to  complete  them.  j 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  j 

E.  E.  LEE,  : 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  April  30,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk^  Fa.  : 

General:  The  movements  of  the  enemy  near  Elizabeth  City  do  not 
seem  to  indicate  a real  attack,  and  is  probably  intended  to  distract  ! 
attention  from  other  points,  or  to  watch  that  entrance  into  the  sound, 
by  which  they  seem  to  apprehend  the  introduction  of  our  gunboats. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  your  scouts  to  be  vigilant  and  your  troops  pre- 
X^ared. 

The  subject  of  General  Johnston’s  letter  is  of  a more  serious  nature. 

If  he  is  obliged  to  retire  from  the  Peninsula  and  thus  liberate  the  i 
enemy’s  gunboats,  &c.,  his  attention  will  naturally  be  turned  to  Nor- 
folk. His  i)ossession  of  James  Eiver  would  render  the  evacuation  of 
Norfolk  in  time  necessary.  Its  possibility  as  well  as  practicability  had 
better  therefore  be  considered  now,  in  order  that  it  be  executed  at  the 
most  opportune  moment.  I need  hai’dly  suggest  to  you  that  the  troops 
be  put  in  as  movable  condition  as  possible;  that  all  surx)lus  stores,  &c., 
be  sent  to  a i)roper  place  of  safety,  and  that  without  evacuating  any 
place  that  you  consider  important,  what  is  not  deemed  essential  for  its 
defense  be  withdrawn.  Your  knowledge  of  what  would  be  required  in  ' 
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tlie  event  of  the  necessity  contemplated  will  point  out  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued,  and  I feel  every  assurance  that  it  will  be  pursued  with 
discretion,  judgment,  and  energy.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  see 
the  means  of  transportations,  routes,  &c.  Being  disembarrassed  of 
surplus  stores  and  other  articles,  the  troops  can  be  withdrawn  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  with  order  and  celerity.  The  safety  of  all  am- 
munition must  require  your  particular  attention.  Whatever  arrange- 
ments you  find  it  necessary  to  make  will  of  course  be  preparatory  and 
be  done  quietly. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LiEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

Lee’s  Honse^  April  30,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee: 

General:  We  are  engaged  in  a species  of  warfare  at  which  we  can 
never  win. 

It  is  plain  that  General  McOlellan  will  adhere  to  the  system  adopted 
by  him  last  summer,  and  depend  for  success  upon  artillery  and  engineer- 
ing. We  can  compete  with  him  in  neither. 

We  must  therefore  change  our  course,  take  the  offensive,  collect  all 
the  troops  we  have  in  the  East  and  cross  the  Potomac  with  them,  while 
Beauregard,  with  all  we  have  in  the  West,  invades  Ohio. 

Our  troops  have  always  wished  for  the  offensive,  and  so  does  the 
country.  Please  submit  this  suggestion  to  the  President.  We  can 
have  no  success  while  McClellan  is  allowed,  as  he  is  by  our  defensive, 
to  choose  his  mode  of  warfare. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTO^I, 

General. 


Norfolk,  Va„  April  30, 1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Military  District: 

General:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant 
as  the  Virginia  was  on  the  point  of  dropping  down  to  Hampton  Eoads, 
and  deferred  the  movement  until  I could  consult  competent  pilots  and 
others  as  to  the  feasibility  of  running  the  Virginia  by  the  forts  and  to 
tbe  position  occupied  by  the  enemy’s  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Poquosin 
Eiver. 

I inclose  you  a copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  two  pilots  of  the  ship,  which, 
condensed,  is  that  on  a day  clear  enough  for  the  land  to  be  seen  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  reaching  York  Eiver,  but  that  at  night  it  could 
not  be  undertaken  with  a reasonable  prospect  of  success.  This  would 
of  course  oblige  me  to  pass  the  forts  by  light;  after  which  I should  have 
to  contend  with  the  squadron  of  men-of-war  below  the  forts,  which  is 
j large,  and  includes  the  Minnesota,  the  iron-clad  steamers  Monitor,  Nauga- 
tuck, and  Galena,  and  the  powerful  steamer  Vanderbilt,  fitted  with  a 
ram  expressly  to  attack  the  Virginia. 

Should  I pass  the  forts  and  ships  at  night  the  latter  (their  steam  is 
always  up)  would  follow  me,  and  those  of  lighter  draught  than  16  feet, 
taking  a shorter  route,  would  reach  the  Poquosin  long  before  me,  while 
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the  larger  vessels,  taking  the  same  route  as  the  Virginia  (having  much 
greater  speed),  would  also  reach  the  river  before  me  if  they  declined  en-  ; 
gaging  her  on  the  route. 

On  reaching  the  Poquosin,  if  the  pilots  be  right  I should  find  the 
enemy’s  transports  out  of  my  reach,  and  thus  at  a great  hazard  and  * 
without  deriving  any  advantage  abandon  the  defense  of  Norfolk  and 
the  moral  effect  produced  by  the  presence  of  the  Virginia  on  the  enemy’s 
operations  in  the  James  Eiver. 

I am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  TATNALL, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding. 


Lee’s  Farm,  April  30,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  negroes  just  received.  We  want  at  least 
800  negroes;  they  are  indispensable.  These  can  be  returned  when 
others  are  sent  in  their  places. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Hdqrs.  Eight  Wing,  Department  of  the  Peninsula, 

Lee^s  Farm,  April  30,  1862. 

Brigadier- General  McLaws, 

Comdg.  Second  Fiv.,  Right  Wing: 

I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  inform  you  that  Colonel 
Goode,  with  the  cavalry  at  j)resent  with  him,  has  been  ordered  to  re- 
port to  you. 

Major-General  Magruder  directs  that  two  regiments  of  infantry,  one 
battery  of  artillery,  and  Colonel  Goode’s  cavalry  be  at  once  ordered, 
under  such  commander  as  you  may  select,  to  proceed  to  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  Peninsula,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  McIntosh  house,  and  make 
such  demonstrations  as  to  cause  the  impression  that  we  are  prepared  to 
receive  them  should  they  attempt  to  cross  the  river. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Eight  Wing,  Army  Northern  Virginia, 

Lee’s  Farm,  April  30,  1862. 

Major  Ehett, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : . 

Sir:  I referred  a communication  directly  to  General  Johnston  from 
Brigadier-General  Jones  in  relation  to  the  state  of  disorganization  and 
disaffection  in  the  First  Kentucky  Eegiment,  belonging  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  in  which  Brigadier-General  Jones  recommended  that  "this 
regiment,  which  has  just  come  out  of  the  trenches,  be  relieved  tempo- 
rarily by  one  of  the  regiments  of  the  reserve,  of  Major-General  Smith’s 
command,  which  has  had  little  duty  to  perform  as  yet,  and  is  perfectly 
fresh,  whilst  the  other  regiments  in  the  front  have  been  exposed  to  the 
v eather  without  fire  most  of  the  time  and  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  and 
should  at  least  have  occasional  relief. 

To  this  communication  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cary,  assistant  inspector- 
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geueral  of  this  department,  informs  me  that  General  Johnston  answers 
in  effect  that  the  matter  remains  with  me.  This  cannot  be  so,  as  relief 
is  especially  asked  by  Brigadier-General  Jones  to  come  from  the  reserve 
under  command  of  Major-General  Smith. 

The  complaint,  it  seems  to  me,  is  universal  and  the  dissatisfaction 
great,  that  all  the  duty  is  imposed  on  a part  of  the  army  and  none  on 
the  reserves. 

Some  companies  of  the  artillery  ought  to  be  relieved  without  delay; 
otherwise  they  will  be  unable  to  serve  their  pieces. 

These  companies  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the  Peninsula,  and  have 
slept  on  the  platforms  of  their  guns  and  been  under  fire  without  relief 
since  the  4th  of  April  continuously.  They  can  keep  no  fires;  many  of 
them  have  chills  and  fevers;  all  of  them  should  be  put  in  the  reserve  for 
a short  time,  I think,  and  what  is  called  reserve  artillery  should  be 
substituted  in  their  places. 

These  are  gallant  and  devoted  men,  and  I am  naturally  anxious  that 
they  should  not  be  kept  longer  in  their  i^resent  position  than  they  can 
bear. 

I most  respectfully  request  that  the  commanding  general  will  cause 
. Lieutenant-Colonel  Browffs  reasonable  application  for  relief  for  a por- 
tion of  his  artillery  to  be  granted  without  delay  by  Brigadier-General 
PendletoD,  chief  of  artillery,  and  that  a regiment  from  Smith’s  reserve 
be  ordered  to  relieve  for  twenty -four  hours  the  First  Kentucky  Eegi- 
ment  to  enable  its  officers  to  organize  it.  This  cannot  be  done  by  me, 
as  I have  no  troops  with  which  to  do  it. 

1 have  the  satisfaction  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  that  I addressed  the  South  Carolinians,  Kershaw’s  brigade, 
yesterday  afternooD,  after  which  all  re-enlisted  into  service  without  a 
murmur,  and  I believe,  if  the  suggestion  of  Brigadier-General  Jones  is 
acceded  to  by  the  commanding  general,  there  will  be  no  further  trouble, 
but  if  it  once  commences  there  is  no  knowing  where  it  may  end,  for  I 
have  intimation  that  there  is  at  least  one  officer  of  rank  who  sanctions 
by  his  language  the  idea  that  the  conscription  law  is  unconstitutional 
and  not  bindiug  ui)on  the  men,  and  the  men,  it  is  said,  know  his  views. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGKUDEE. 


Organization  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia^  commanded  by  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston^  on  the  Peninsula^  about  April  30,  1862.* 

RIGHT  OF  POSITION. — Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder  commanding. 

McLaws’  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  McLaws  commanding. 

McLaivs’  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  McLaws  commanding. 


5tk  Louisiana 744 

10th  Louisiana 595 

15th  Virginia 476 

Noland’s  battalion 162 

Ganett’s  battery 50 

Young’s  battery 57 

2,084 


Original  not  dated. 
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Griffith’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Griffith  commanding. 

1st  Louisiana  Battalion 315 

13th  Mississippi 640 

18tli  Mississippi 684 

21st  Mississippi 792 

Cosnahan’s  battery 51 

Ho  witzer  battery 103 

Manly’s  battery 37 

Read’s  battery 72 

Sands’  battery 80 


Kershaw’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Kershaw  commanding. 

2d  South  Carolina 616 

3d  South  Carolina 550 

7th  South  Carolina 581 

8th  South  Carolina 467 

Gracie’s  battalion 276 

Kemper’s  battery 77 

2, 567  . 

Cobh’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb  commanding. 

16th  Georgia 488 

24th  Georgia 660 

Cobb’s  Georgia  Legion 594 

2d  Louisiana 782 

17th  Mississippi 692 

15th  North  Carolina 532 

Page’s  battery 48 

3,796 

IN  RESERVE. 

10th  Georgia,  Col.  A.  Cumming  commanding 582 


Efifective  strength  of  McLaws’  division 11,803 


Toombs’  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Toombs  commanding. 

Toombs’  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Toombs  commanding. 

1st  Georgia  (Regulars) 367 

2d  Georgia 607 

15th  Georgia 441 

17th  Georgia 398 

38th  Virginia 544 


D.  B.  Jones’  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  P.  J.  Semmes  commanding. 

7th  Georgia 611 

8th  Georgia 251 

9th  Georgia 411 

11th  Georgia .573 

1st  Kentucky 496 

2, 342 


Total  effective  strength  of  Toombs’  division 


4,699 
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FORCES  AT  WILLIAMSBURG. 

Col.  B.  S.  Ewell  commanding. 

32d  Virginia  (one  company) 29 

52d  Virginia  Militia 30 

68tli  Virginia  Militia 20 

115tli  Virginia  Militia 40 

Old  Dominion  Rifles 60 

Allen’s  artillery  battalion 500 

Companies  artillery  B and  C 121 

800 


Total  effective  strength  of  the  right  wing,  Major-General  Magruder 
commanding 17, 302 


CENTER  OF  POSITION. — Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet  commanding. 

A.  P.  Hill’s  Brigade. 

Brig.'  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  commanding. 

Ist  Virginia 400 

7th  Virginia 700 

11th  Virginia 750 

17th  Virginia 600 

Rogers’  battery 62 

2,512 

Anderson’s  Brigade. 

^ Brig.  Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson  commanding. 

4th  South  Carolina 450 

5th  South  Carolina 650 

6th  South  Carolina 550 

9th  South  Carolina 450 

Stribling’s  battery 68 


Colston’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  E.  Colston  commanding. 

3d  Virginia 550 

13th  North  Carolina 575 

14th  North  Carolina . 625 

1,750 

Pickett’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett  commanding. 

8th  Virginia 450 

18th  Virginia 700 

19th  Virginia 650 

28th  Virginia 600 

Bearing’s  battery 60 

2, 460 

Wilcox’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  M.  Wilcox  commanding. 

9th  Alabama 550 

lOrh  Alabama 550 

11th  Alabama 656 

19th  Mississippi  800 

Stanard’s  battery 60 
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8tli  Alabama *. 800 

14th  Alabama - 700 

14tb  Louisiana 750 

Macon’s  battery 60 

2,310 


Total  efiective  strength  of  tbe  forces  in  the  center  of  position,  com- 
manded by  Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet 13,816 


LEFT  OF  POSITION.— Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  commanding. 
Early’s  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Early  commanding. 

Early’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Early  commanding. 


20th  Georgia 560 

5th  North  Carolina 460 

23d  North  Carolina 540 

24th  Virginia 740 

Jeff.  Davis  Artillery 80 

2, 380 


Bodes’  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  R.  E.  Rodes  commanding. 


5th  Alabama 660 

6th  Alabama 1, 100 

12th  Alabama 550 

12th  Mississippi • 650 

King  William  Artillery 80 


DETACHED. 


3,  040 


Colonel  Ward  commanding. 


2d  Florida 530 

2d  Mississippi  Battalion t 360 

890 

Total  Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Early’s  division 6,310 


Rains’  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Rains  commanding. 
Rains’  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Rains  commanding. 


Forces  within  the  post  (Yorktown): 

13th  Alabama 474 

26th  Alabama 283 

6th  Georgia - 703 

23d  Georgia 370 

1,830 

Nineteen  heavy  batteries 1,151 
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Featherston’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Featherston  commanding. 


Outside  the  post : 

27th  Georgia 428 

28th  Georgia  518 

4th  North  Carolina 739 

49th  V irginia 539 

2,224 


Gloucester  Point. 
Colonel  Crump  commanding. 


46th  Virginia 356 

9th  Virginia  Militia 29 

21st  Virginia  Militia 39 

61st  Virginia  Militia 201 

Detachment  cavalry * 18 

Detachment  from  Eastern  Shore 58 

Matthews  Light  Dragoons 40 

Armistead’s  battery 46 

Battalion  heavy  artillery 332 

1,119 

Total  Rains’  division 6, 324 


Total  effective  strength  left  of  position 12, 634 


RESERVE. — Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  commanding. 
Whiting’s  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  commanding. 
Whiting’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  commanding. 


4th  Alabama 459 

2(1  Mississippi 477 

11th  Mississippi 504 

6th  North  Carolina 715 

Imboclen’s  battery Ill 

Reilly’s  battery 132 


Hood’s  Brigade. 


2,398 


Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Hood  commanding. 


18th  Georgia 
Ist  Texas.. 
4th  Texas . . 

I 5th  Texas  . . 


634 

477 

470 

341 

1, 922 


Hampton’s  Brigade. 

Col.  W.  Hampton  commanding. 


I4th  Georgia 379 

t9th  Georgia 395 

I6th  North  Carolina 721 

Hampton  Legion 658 

Sfoody’s  battery 72 


Total  Brigadier  General  Whiting’s  division 


2,225 
6,  545 
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Anderson’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  R.  Anderson  commanding. 


2,030 

Pettigrew’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Pettigrew  commanding. 

Arkansas  Battalion. 

Both  Georgia 

22d  North  Carolina 

47th  Virginia 

Andrews’  battery... 


Total  effective  strength  of  reserve,  commanded  hy  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W. 

Smith 10, 592 

Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  commanding. 


146 

545 

752 

444 

130 

— 2, 017 


Ist  Tennessee 
7th  Tennessee 
14th  Tennessee 
Braxton’s  battery  J 


> Estimated 


Ist  Virginia  Cavalry 437 

4th  Virginia  Cavalry 540 

Jeff.  Davis  Legion 171 

Stuart  Uorse  Artillery 141 

Total 1, 289 


Beserve  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  N.  Pendleton  commanding. 


Pieces. 


Pendleton’s  artillery  corps 36 

Washington  Artillery 20 

Total 56 


No  numbers  given. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  effective  strength  right  wing,  Major-General  Magruder  commanding..  17,302 
Total  effective  strength  center  of  position,  Major-General  Longstreet  com- 


manding  •. 13,816 

Total  effective  strength  left  of  position,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  commanding. ..  12, 634 

Total  effective  strength  of  reserve,  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  commanding 10,592 

Total  effective  strength  cavalry  brigade,  Brig.  Geu.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  com- 
manding  1,289 


Total 55,633 


Reserve  Artillery,  Brigadier-General  Pendleton  commanding,  56  pieces. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  May  1,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Yorlctoivn,  Va. : 

Accepting  your  conclusion  tliat  yon  must  soon  retire,  arrangements 
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are  commeuced  for  the  abandonment  of  navy-yard  and  removal  of  pub- 
lic property  both  from  Norfolk  and  Peninsula.  Your  announcement 
to-day  that  you  will  withdraw  to-morrow  takes  us  by  surprise,  and 
must  involve  enormous  losses,  including  unfinished  gunboats.  Will 
the  safety  of  your  army  allow  more  time  ? 

JEFFEKSON  DAYIS. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  Mmj  1,  1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  TorMown,  Ya.: 

It  is  a necessity  that  you  should  send  General  Smith  or  General 
Longstreet  to  the  Army  of  the  North.  I dislike  to  tax  you  at  this  time, 
but  it  is  unavoidable,  and  admits  of  no  delay. 

JEFFEKSON  DAYIS. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  May  1,  1862. 

Major-General  Huger,  JYorfollc,  Ya.  : 

Send  as  speedily  as  possible  the  railroad  iron  warehoused  at  Norfolk 
and  Portsmouth  to  Ealeigh  and  to  Danville  via  Petersburg.  Use  both 
roads,  and  detail  Mr.  John  M.  Eobinson,  who  is  at  Suffolk,  on  Gen- 
eral Loring^s  staff,  to  take  charge  of  the  transportation  on  his  road, 
and  request  General  Mahone  to  order  his  superintendent  to  take  charge 
of  that  on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  road.  Lose  no  time,  as  much 
more  is  involved  than  the  railroad  iron,  and  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  have  the  roads  clear  for  other  purposes. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 

' Richmond^  Ya.j  May  1,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding.,  d&c.,  Yorlctown,  Ya.: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  29th,  relative  to  the  supposed  plans  of 
General  McClellan  and  their  result  upon  your  movements,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  30th,  has  been  received  and  submitted  to  the  President. 
The  feasibility  of  the  proposition  contained  in  the  latter  has  been  the 
subject  of  consideration  with  him  for  some  time,  so  far  as  advancing  a 
column  to  the  Potomac  with  all  the  troops  that  can  be  made  available. 
The  i)roposed  invasion  of  Ohio  by  General  Beauregard,  however  desir- 
able, it  is  feared  at  this  time  is  imiiracticable,  though  it  will  also  be 
considered.  He  concurs  in  your  views  as  to  the  benefits  to  be  obtained 
by  taking  the  ofi'ensive,  and  is  very  desirous  of  being  able  to  carry  it 
into  effect. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

' E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Ya.,  May  1,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Peninsula  : 

General  : An  important  defensive  work  is  to  be  constructed  on 


486 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XSIIt. 


James  River  below  Richmond,  and  a good  constmcting  engineer  is 
wanted.  If  Oapt.  John  J.  Clarke,  of  the  Provisional  Engineer  Corps, 
can  be  spared,  and  a portion  of  your  negro  force  with  him,  please 
send  them  at  once  to  Richmond  to  report  to  the  Engineer  Bureau  for 


duty. 


I am,  general,  very  respeetfully,  your 


obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Lee^s  Souse^  May  1,  1862. 

General  Hill  : 

General  : I have  just  seen  a note  from  General  Whiting  to  General 
G W.  Smith,  in  which  he  says  that  you  expect  your  wagons  to  start 
near  sunset  to-morrow.  This  would  be  much  too  late.  My  intention 
is,  and  instructions  to  all  the  major-generals,  that  the  wagons  shall 
reach  the  neighborhood  of  Williamsburg  before  dark.  As  the  roads 
are  bad,  to  accomplish  this  they  must  start  early  in  the  day.  1 lease, 
therefore,  to  have  yours  set  off  as  early  in  the  day  as  you  can.  Ihey 
cannot  be  driven  over  the  road  in  the  dark,  and,  if  they  could,  would 
interfere  with  the  march  of  the  troops.  It  is  absolutely  necessary, 

therefore,  not  to  delay.  ^ ^ JOHNSTON, 


The  chief  quartermaster  will  assign  the  Wtigons  their  ground  at  the 
end  of  the  march.  Your  quartermasters  should  accompany  them,  with 
orders  to  permit  no  teamster  to  stop  in  the  road  to  water  or  for  any 
other  purpose.  This  is  necessary  to  prevent  delay.  These  quarter- 
masters should  show  the  troops  their  ground  when  they  come  up. 

J.  E.  J. 


Headquarters, 
Leeh  House.,  May  1,  1862. 


Major-General  Hill: 

General  : Your  letter  of  this  morning  is  just  received.* 

You  may  retain  the  negroes  for  the  work  you  mention  upon  the  con- 
dition you  state,  that  the  place  is  one  of  perfect  safety.  Have  the 
work  pressed  to  immediate  completion. 

Have  you  any  sick  ? If  so,  they  must  be  sent  to  Eichmond  immedi- 
atelv.  The  time  for  the  measure  we  spoke  of  at  Longstreet  s tent  is 
very  near.  It  is  postponed  only  until  the  different  divisions  are  read}  . 
I am  continually  finding  something  in  the  way  never  mentioned  to  me 

^^Could  the  troops  at  Gloucester  Point  join  you?  The  move  must  be 
made  by  you,  when  the  time  comes,  in  the  early  part  of  the  night. 
Could  Colonel  Crump  join,  or  will  it  be  necessary  for  him  to  take  an- 


other route  ? 

Eespectfully  and  truly,  yours, 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


* Not  found. 
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Navy  Department,  Spe<mal  Service, 

Richmond^  May  1,  1862. 

General  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War^  Present : 

Sir  : I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  our  river  defenses,  and  to  say  that 
the  most  effectual  way  of  keeping  off'  the  enemy  with  his  shot-proof  ves- 
sels is  to  mine  the  channel-ways  and  blow  up  by  means  of  electricity 
when  he  attempts  the  passage. 

1 have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  there  is  now  on  the  way  to 
this  city  from  Norfolk  a God  send  of  about  10  miles  ot  submarine  wire 
that  was  lost  by  the  enemy  in  the  Chesapeake.  It  is  just  what  we 
wanted.  I have  secured  it  from  Dr.  Morris,  who  has  kindly  placed  it 
at  my  disposal  for  the  public  service,  and  1 shall  be  happy  to  turn  it 
over  to  you  for  such  use  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  direct  to  be  made 
of  it. 


Eespectfully,  &c., 


M.  F.  MAUEY, 
Commander^  Confederate  Navy. 


Headquarters  Department  Northern  Virginia, 

May  1,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  Yorktoicn  : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  move- 
ment agreed  upon  yesterday  will  take  place  to-morrow,  the  wagons  to 
be  loaded  and  sent  to  Williamsburg  in  the  morning  and  the  troops  to 
move  to-morrow  night. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P.  S. — Details  will  be  given  hereafter. 


Headquarters  First  Division  Eeserve, 

May  1,  1862. 

Major-General  Hill, 

Commanding  Left : 

My  Dear  General:  Major-General  Smith  has  just  directed  me  to 
inquire  of  you  what  time  your  wagons  will  pass  my  camj),  that  1 may 
have  the  road  clear  for  you.  He  has  ordored  me  also  to  be  packed  and 
ready  to  start  at  daylight,  presuming  that  you  will  pass  before.  He 
also  directs  that  the  regiment  heretofore  ordered  on  picket  will  not  be 
sent  in  to-night,  but  that  in  case  of  any  emergency  arising  in  the  night 
any  number  may  go  in  that  may  be  necessary.  I would  suggest  as  a 
very  good  road,  and  materially  aiding  in  getting  the  trains  out  on  the 
Telegraph  road,  the  beach  a short  distance  from  the  town,  where  a road 
turns  off',  bringing  one  on  to  the  Telegraph  road  a short  distance  in 
my  rear. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Br  igadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  First  Division  Eeserve, 

May  1,  18G2. 

Major-General  Hill, 

Commanding  Left: 

My  Dear  General  : I just  heard  from  the  troopers  a verbal  answer 
to  my  question  To-morrow  evening  at  sundown.’^  There  must  be  some 
misapprehension.  I have  received  orders  to  move  my  trains  to-morrow 
morning  at  daylight  immediately  after  yours,  and  am  sure  that  General 
Smith  informed  me  that  your  wagons  would  all  move  to-night  and  your 
troops  to-morrow  night.  If  your  trains  don’t  move  until  to-morrow  night 
the  whole  movement  will  have  to  be  altered — at  least  all  my  orders 
and  arrangements.  General  Johnston  sent  the  orders  relative  to  move- 
ment of  trains,  and  I am  expressly  directed  to  follow  your  wagons  with 
mine  at  daylight  to-morrow.  The  movement  of  troops  is  mdependeut 
of  them  and  takes  place  the  next  night. 

Very  truly,  yours,  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Va.,  May  2,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant*  has  been  received,  and  your 
directions  to  General  Huger,  Captain  Lee,  and  Flag-Officer  Tatnall 
forwarded  to  Norfolk.  The  Secretary  of  War  went  to  Norfolk  this 
morning  to  make  arrangements  preparatory  to  the  evacuation  of  that 
department  and  for  securing  the  public  property  at  the  forts  and  navy- 
vard,  and  to  endeavor  to  send  the  unfinished  gunboats  to  this  city. 
All  the  time  that  can  be  gained  will  facilitate  these  operations.  It  is 
not  known  under  what  necessity  you  are  acting  or  how  far  you  can 
delay  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  it  is  presumed  will  move  up 
York  Eiver  as  soon  as  opened  to  him  to  annoy  your  fiank.  His  ad- 
vance on  land  can  be  retarded,  and  he  might  be  delayed  in  eftectiug 
a landing  on  York  Eiver  until  your  stores  are  withdrawn.  The  safety 
of  all  your  ammunition  is  of  the  highest  importance,  and  I feel  every 
assurance  that  everything  that  can  be  accomplished  by^  forethought, 
energy,  and  skill  on  your  part  will  be  done.  If  it  is  possible  for  the 
Virginia,  which  upon  the  fall  of  Norfolk  must  be  destroyed,  to  ruu 
into  Yorktown  at  the  last  moment  and  destroy  the  enemy’s  gunboats 
and  transports,  it  would  greatly  cripple  his  present  and  future  move 
ments,  relieve  your  army  from  pursuit,  and  prevent  its  meeting  the 
same  army  in  Northern  Virginia.  • 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Lee’s  Farm.,  May  2,  1862. 

Oapt.  J.  E.  Tucker,  C.  S.  N.: 

My  Dear  Sir  : I have  ordered  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  frop 
this  line  to  take  place,  if  practicable,  to-night.  While  the  Virguni.' 
holds  Hampton  Eoads  you  will  only  have  to  guard  against  tlie  efiec 


Not  found. 
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of  the  guns  of  the  enemy  from  the  shore.  I have  to  request  that,  in 
addition  to  aiding  in  saving  the  heavy  guns  and  other  valuable  mate- 
rial in  the  batteries,  you  will  send  the  Jamestown  as  soon  as  possible 
to  the  King’s  Mill  Wharf,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  sick  now 
there  to  Eichmond.  1 desire  this  because  we  have  been  disappointed 
in  i^rocuriug  other  transportation,  and  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  have  all  the  sick  removed  before  the  troops  are  drawn  back.  The 
vessel  in  rendering  this  invaluable  service  will  only  be  occupied  fifteen 
or  eighteen  hours,  when  she  will  report  to  you  again.  The  sick  should 
be  on  board  this  afternoon. 

I would  desire  that  after  the  troops  have  fallen  back  you  continue  to 
observe  and  control  the  upper  James  Elver  as  long  as  practicable,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  and  attempting  to  cut  ofi*  our 
forces  retiring  from  Korfoik.  When  hard  pressed  you  will  retire  upon 
Eichmond. 

The  garrison  at  Jamestown  Island  has  been  ordered  to  Eichmond  by 
water.  You  will  oblige  me  by  inquiring  to-morrow  whether  they  have 
adequate  water  transportation,  and,  if  not,  furnish  it  to  them  from  your 
squadron,  and  at  the  same  time  lend  such  assistance  as  may  be  neces- 
sary in  getting  off  the  heavy  guns  and  ordnance  stores.  The  garrison 
numbers  between  500  and  600. 

Whatever  of  valuable  property  that  might  be  useful  to  the  enemy 
should  be  destroyed  if  it  is  not  practicable  to  remove  it. 

Your  letter  of  this  date  is  just  received,  and  the  object  of  [it]  I antici- 
pated as  above. 

[Very  respectfuUv,  &c., 

J.  E.  JOHKSTOK.l 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 

No.  — . j Leeh  Farm^  May  2,  isfe. 

I.  The  artillery,  except  the  heavy  guns,  will  be  withdrawn  from  the 
batteries  and  lines  in  front  at  as  early  an  hour  this  evening  as  practi- 
cable (after  sunset)  without  being  observed  by  the  enemy,  and  put  at 
once  in  march  for  Williamsburg. 

II.  The  main  portion  of  the  infantry  will  be  withdrawn  immediately 
after  dark,  leaving  behind  a sufficient  advance  picket  to  hold  position 
until  12  o’clock  to  night,  at  which  time  they  will  be  withdrawn  and  take 
up  the  same  line  of  march  as  the  other  troops  to  Williamsburg. 

III.  The  cavalry  will  hold  their  position  until  after  daylight,  and 
then  keep  a close  watch  upon  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

IV.  Major-General  Hill,  with  a portion  of  his  troops,  will  keep  up  an 
active  fire  from  his  heavy  guns  until  after  midnight.  The  other  portion 
of  his  command  will  move  at  dark. 

y.  The  two  detached  brigades  of  the  reserve  will  move  at  the  same 
hour.  General  Whiting’s  division  of  the  reserve,  with  two  batteries  of 
artillery  and  the  cavalry  of  his  division,  will  remain  in  position  until 
General  Hill’s  troops  have  passed  j they  will  then  take  up  the  line  of 
march,  becoming  the  rear  guard  upon  the  road  from  Yorktown  to 
Williamsburg. 

VI.  Tlie  commands  of  Major-Generals  Longstreet  and  Magruder  will 
retire  by  the  rotites  taken  by  their  wagon  trains  respectively,  each 
command  furnishing  a brigade,  with  one  battery  of  artillery,  to  bring 
up  their  rear  ; on  arriving  at  tlie  point  where  the  two  roads  unite  the 
command  of  General  Magruder  will  pass  first  upon  the  road. 

VII.  Orders  have  been  given  for  parking  the  trains,  and  quarter- 
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masters  will  be  directed  to  conduct  the  different  commands  to  the 
ground  upon  which  the  trains  are  parked.  The  troops  will,  if  practi- 
cable, bivouac  with  or  near  their  wagons.  The  order  of  march  for  to- 
morrow will  be  communicated  to  major-generals  and  separate  com- 
manders at  or  near  Williamsburg.*  The  whole  command  will  be  held 
in  readiness  to  move  from  that  place  at  8 o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

VIII.  All  detached  portions  of  cavalry  serving  with  divisions  and 
brigades,  excepting  small  escorts  to  division  commanders,  will  report 
to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  upon  reaching  Williamsburg. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASOl!l, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  May  3,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk^  Va. : 

General  : The  determination  of  General  Johnston  to  fall  back  on 
the  Peninsula  renders  it  necessary  that  you  should  prepare  for  a speedy 
evacuation  of  Norfolk.  You  will  accordingly  send  to  Ealeigh  all  the 
ammunition  not  necessary  for  your  field  batteries  and  for  such  heavy 
guns  as  you  may  use  to  cover  the  evacuation.  You  will  next  send  to 
the  same  point  all  your  provisions  not  required  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  during  the  evacuation  and  their  march  to  Petersburg,  and  such 
clothing  as  you  may  have  on  handj  and  you  will  then  send  to  Eich- 
mond  or  Ealeigh,  according  to  your  means  of  transportation,  as  many 
of  the  heavy  guns  as  you  have  time  to  move,  preferring  those  of  the 
heaviest  caliber,  and  especially  the  rifled  guns  of  the  navy  pattern.  The 
carriages  should  be  sent  with  the  guns  if  possible,  and  such  shot  and 
shell,  especially  for  the  rifled  guns,  as  can  be  carried.  Whatever  public 
property  will  be  of  use  to  the  enemy  and  cannot  be  carried  off'  must  be 
destroyed.  You  will  take  the  control  of  the  railroads  leading  out  oi 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  and  allow  nothing  to  impede  the  transporta 
tion  of  the  Government.  I wish  you  to  act  in  concert  with  the  com 
mandant  of  the  navy-yard,  and  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  such  public 
property  from  the  navy-yard  as  may  be  selected  for  removal.  You  will 
bear  in  mind,  however,  that  the  preservation  of  your  army  is  of  the  firsl 
importance,  and  that  its  safety  must  not  be  too  much  hazarded  by  yoin 
efforts  to  save  the  public  property.  I would  suggest,  therefore,  that  i1 
will  be  well  to  concentrate  it  as  speedily  as  possible  near  Suffolk,  leav 
ing  in  position  only  such  portion  as  may  be  necessary  to  cover  the  evac 
nation.  To  do  this  eff'ectually  it  will  be  well  to  observe  the  shores  o: 
James  Eiver  and  the  approaches  to  Norfolk  on  the  North  Carolina  side 
and  to  hold  the  enemj^  in  check,  if  he  advances,  until  your  entire  armj 
is  withdrawn  from  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  and  jdaced  bej’^ondthe  pos 
sibility  of  capture  by  a superior  force.  A brigade  of  not  less  than  thre( 
regiments  will  be  required  at  once  for  service  north  of  Eichmond,  anc 
should  be  marched  forthwith  to  Suffolk,  to  be  sent  thence  by  railroac 
or  by  the  country  roads,  as  may  be  hereafter  directed.  If  transporta 
tion  in  addition  to  that  already  on  the  railroads  can  be  used 'to  advan 
tage  call  upon  the  Department,  and  such  rolling  stock  will  be  furnishec 
as  can  be  procured  from  other  roads.  I would  finther  suggest,  as  addi 
tional  means  of  protection  on  the  North  Carolina  side,  that  you  destroy 
the  locks  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  forthwith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War* 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond,  May  3,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  : Officers  returning  from  the  Peninsula  have  represented 
to  the  President  that  many  men  are  leaving  there  on  sick  leave,  sur- 
geon’s certificate,  &c.,  and  that  there  is  great  danger  of  the  arms  with 
which  they  have  been  intrusted  not  being  turned  in  to  the  proper  offi- 
cers, and  of  their  being  misplaced  and  lost.  The  scarcity  of  arms  makes 
him  very  solicitous  upon  the  subject,  and  he  has  directed  that  an  officer 
of  the  Ordnance  Department  be  sent  down  to  aid  your  ordnance  officer, 
under  such  directions  as  you  may  give  him,  in  collecting  and  secur- 
ing their  arms.  Mr.  M.  P.  Taylor,  military  storekeeper,  has  been  desig- 
nated by  Colonel  Gorgas  for  this  duty,  and  is  the  bearer  of  this  letter. 

It  will  be  a great  relief  to  the  commanders  of  your  divisions,  brigades, 
and  regiments  when  your  time  will  permit  you  to  designate  officers  for 
ordnance  duty,  as  prescribed  in  General  Orders,  No.  24. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

. P.  E.  DEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

Leeh  House j May  3,  1862 — 3 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

Dear  General:  It  is  impossible  now  to  get  the  vessels  you  want 
in  time.  We  have  no  telegraph.  The  superintendent  took  away  the 
operator  from  Williamsburg  without  consulting  me,  a little  in  the  state 
of  mind  of  your  men  who  deserted,  I suppose.  I am  sorry  that  you  pub- 
lished the  order  for  evacuation  j that  was  not  expected.  It  is  not 
likely,  however,  that  the  man  went  to  the  enemy.  Leave  the  enemy 
as  little  valuable  property  as  you  can. 

Eespectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Headquarters, 

Lee’s  House,  May  3,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 

Major-General  Hill: 

General:  I have  just  received  the  note  received  in  the  memoran- 
dum book.  I think  that  the  state  of  things  at  Gloucester  Point  must 
be  greatly  exaggerated;  otherwise  Colonel  Crump,  in  whom  you  have 
given  me  confidence,  would  have  reported  to  you.  It  is  too  late  to 
make* the  change  proposed,  nor  is  it  likely  that  any  new  man  could 
exercise  the  command  so  advantageously  as  Colonel  Crump.  As  the 
])lace  is  to  be  evacuated  (your  plan  and  Colonel  Crump’s  was  to  do  so 
the  night  after  your  movement),  tlie  advantages  you  propose  of  saving 
stores  and  tlie  sick  supplies  of  Gloucester  cannot  be  accomplished. 
All  that  the  commanding  officer  there  can  accomifiish,  after  remaining 
the  time  designated  by  you,  will  be  to  bring  his  command  safely  to  the 
trooi)s  on  the  Fredericksburg  road  or  to  join  us  near  Eichmond,  as  he 
may  find  easiest. 

Eespectfully  and  truly,  vours, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

I wish  that  you  had  sent  to  Colonel  Crump  to  ascertain  from  him 
the  precise  state  of  things,  and  whether  he  cannot  control  his  troops. 

J.  E.  J. 
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Headquarters, 

Lee>s  House,  May  3,  1862—12.10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hill: 

• General:  I have  just  received  the  letter  by  your  aide-de-camp.  J 
have  no  telegraphic  communication.  The  office  in  Williamsburg  wa^ 
broken  up  without  my  knowledge  and  contrary  to  my  wish^. 

I^nnot  get  the  horses  you  mention  for  artillerists.  We  have  n 
public  ones;  those  of  the  cavalry  are  private  property.  There  can  b< 
no  difficulty  in  the  movement  of  your  artillerists.  So  small  a numbei 
of  men  can  easily  escape  any  organized  force  pursuing,  and  if  it  com« 
to  the  worst  they  can  be  taken  up  behind  some  of  the  cavalry,  who  hac 

better  be  selected  beforehand.  . „ . „ j 

Nothing  but  an  actual  attack  of  columns  of  infantry  need  interfer  e 
with  the  movement  of  your  mam  ^^ody  soon  after  dark.  An  artite.^ 
fire  can  be  replied  to  by  the  troops  you  keep  behind,  while  the  rest  ac  , 

”^If  the  enemy  know  of  the  move  they  will  not  be  apt  to  attack  unti 
the  retrograde  march  is  actually  commenced. 

I hope  you  may  get  the  six  wagons;  there  are  none  here,  and  the, 
could  not  be  brought  from  Williamsburg  as  the  roads  are  in  time  fo  i 

^°Anv'powder  you  don’t  shoot  away  had  better  be  thrown  away. 

In  considering  what  you  are  to  do  at  8 o’clock  remember  that  th 
■ troops  on  your  right  will  move  at  that  hour  unless  a fight  is  going  o 
then  A mere  demonstration  which  would  not  detain  Longstreet  ough 
not  therefore  to  hold  you  long.  Our  troops  must  move  together. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  ^ JOHNSTON. 


. , Hbadquaetees, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  May  3,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Anderson, 

Commanding,  (&c.,  Guiney^s  Station : 

General  : Your  letter  of  this  date  is  received.  It  is  out  of  my  powt 
to  send  you  any  further  re-enforcements  at  this  time,  nor  am  i no 
able  to  see  whence  I can  obtain  more  for  you. 

With  reference  to  the  request  of  Colonel  Riddick,  I ha\e  to  say  tli< 
it  is  impossible  to  arm  entire  regiments  already  provided  with  otli( 
arms  with  Enfield  rifles.  Those  arms  are  given  to  the  flank  company 
wlien  they  can  be  obtained.  If  Colonel  Riddick  will  make  a requisitic 
for  Enfield  rifles  for  two  flank  companies  it  will  be  filled  as  tai  as  pra 
ticable,  and  when  the  Ordnance  Department  is  ready  to  lurnisU  ti 
rifles  Colonel  Riddick  could  receive  them  and  turn  in  a correspomut 
number  of  the  arms  he  now  has.  , ^ 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  savant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General 


Alexander  Dudley,  Esq., 
Presidetit  Richmond  and 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Ya.,  May  3,  1862. 


Yorh  River  R.  R.  Co.,  West  Point: 
Sir  : Your  telegram  is  received,*  but  owing  to  the  closing  of  t 
office  at  West  Point  I am  compelled  to  reply  by  letter.  _ 


* Not  found. 
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General  Johnston  is  the  only  person  who  can, give  directions  on  the 
I ibiects  about  which  you  inquire.  I cannot  give  any  that  might  inter- 
re  with  plans  of  his,  of  which  I am  ignorant.  You  will  have  to  see 
im  about  removal  of  wires,  rails,  and  the  points  to  place  obstructions. 
il  am  informed  that  the  best  point  for  obstructing  the  river  below  the 
i^iilroad  bridge  is  at  Cooke’s  Island.  Lieutenant  Tapscott,  engineer  at 
„'ew  Market  [Kent  ?]  Court-House,  has  been  making  examinations  of 
le  river  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  it.  You  can  consult  with  him 
Q this  point.  General  Johnston  is  at  Williamsburg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  E.  LEE, 
General^  Commanding,  ■ 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  May  3,  1862. 

leneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  : It  has  been  reported  that  some  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats 
lave  reached  West  Point.  The  President  is  apprehensive  that  they 
my  ascend  the  Pamunkey  before  the  obstructions  in  that  river  are 
ODipleted,  and  thus  get  possession  of  the  grain,  &c.,  in  that  valley, 
le  thinks  if  you  could  send  a good  light  battery,  supported  by  in- 
antry,  to  a favorable  point  on  the  Pamunkey  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
Lelaying  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  if  not  preventing  him.  Not  know- 
ug  your  position  or  movements,  I do  not  know  whether  this  is  practi- 
-able.  He  is  also  anxious  to  receive  a reply  to  his  dispatch  to  you  of 
ihe  1st  instant,  and  as  it  may  not  have  reached  you  I inclose  a copy.* 
I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  May  5, 1862. 

T.  H.  Wynne,  Esq., 

Chairman  Committee  on  Defense^  Richmond^  Ya,  : 

My  Dear  Sir  : The  President  desires  ihe  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
!)f  vour  two  letters  respectiv^ely  of  the  3d  and  Ith  instant,!  in  reference 
':o  the  progress  of  the  obstructions  in  the  river  below  this  city  j and  to 
jay  to  you  that,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  letters,  immediate  steps  were 
|;aken  to  remedy  the  evils  mentioned,  and  it  is  believed  with  the  desired 
effect  5 but  if  you  can  think  of  anything  further  that  we  can  do  to  aid 
in  tlie  defenses  in  which  we  are  all  so  much  interested,  we  will  be 
,^]ad  to  hear  from  you  on'the  subject. 

Expressing  the  President’s  kind  regards  to  yourself  and  associates, 
[ am,  very  respectfully, 

G.  W^.  0.  LEE, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Petersburh,  Ya.,  May  5, 1862. 

(leneral  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General  : 

We  are  entirely  defenseless  here.  Y^hat  shall  I do  with  cotton  and 
(logsheads  of  tobacco,  and  also  with  manutactured  tobacco  and  flour  ? 

* Seep.  485.  t Not  found. 
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Please  reply  immediately  by  telegraph.  It  will  take  me  some  days  to 
prepare  it  for  burning. 

WILLIAM  PANNILL, 

Provost-Marshal, 


Baylor’s  House,  May  5, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph: 

Hear  General  : Finding  that  there  would  be  no  fighting,  at  least 
for  a few  days,  I have  seized  upon  the  opportunity  to  turn  myself  over 
to  the  care  of  the  doctor,  to  re-establish  my  health,  which  sadly  needed 
repair.  I expect,  nevertheless,  to  join  the  army  in  a couple  of  days 
or  so. 

In  reflecting  over  the  state  of  our  affairs  it  has  struck  me  that  the 
changed  position  of  our  campaign  releases  the  Merrimac,  or  Virginia, 
from  the  inaction  that  she  has  necessarily  remained  in  for  the  last 
month,  and  I have  thought  it  proper  to  give  my  views  to  you  upon  this 
subject. 

All  that  the  Virginia  can  effect  in  the  Eoads  is  the  protection  of 
Norfolk  and  the  James  Elver.  The  former  object  is  not  now  a con- 
trolling one,  as  I understand  that  Norfolk  is,  or  is  to  be,  evacuated. 
The  protection  of  the  James  Eiver  by  her  is  entirely  confined  to  the 
closing  of  its  mouth  against  a large  fleet,  but  she  could  not  prevent  one 
or  more  gunboats  running  by  at  night,  which  would  give  the  enemy  the 
control  of  the  river.  In  addition,  our  retrograde  movement  gives  him 
the  command  of  the  left  bank  of  the  river  from  the  Ohickahominy 
down,  and  hence  we  are  unable  to  protect  it  to  that  extent.  Hence  it 
occurs  to  me  that  the  object  that  still  detains  the  Virginia  at  the  mouth 
of  the  James  Eiver  is  too  inconsiderable  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
last  naval  hope  we  have. 

If  she  could  successfully  pass  Fort  Monroe  and  enter  York  Eiver  I 
think  that  then  she  would  be  in  a sphere  of  action  more  suited  to  her 
capacities.  By  coming  up  immediately  she  would  certainly  capture 
probably  several  of  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy,  which  would  be  surren- 
dered, with  all  their  armaments,  uninjured.  These  captures  would  form 
the  nucleus  of  a little  fleet,  which,  protected  by  the  Merrimac,  would 
have  a safe  port  of  refuge  in  York  Eiver,  whence  they  could  sally  out  to 
harass  and  worry  the  enemy  in  every  conceivable  way.  To  provide  for 
the  contingency  of  the  capture  of  a gunboat  the  Merrimac  should  have 
put  on  her  a sufficient  number  of  men  to  man  the  prize,  and  these  could 
be  obtained  from  the  Jamestown  and  Patrick  Henry,  if  from  no  other 
quarter. 

But  the  Virginia  would  in  York  Eiver  possess  a most  serious  influ- 
ence over  McClellan’s  army.  It  would  make  his  base  of  operations  40 
miles  distant  from  West  Point,  which  he  will  select  now  if  not  inter- 
fered with,  and  even  if,  owing  to  her  absence,  he  could  assume  com- 
mand of  the  James  Eiver,  still  his  line  would  be  liable  at  any  time  to 
be  broken  by  her,  and  under  all  circumstances  would  be  less  conveni- 
ent to  him  and  less  injurious  to  us  than  West  Point. 

If  it  should  be  said  that  this  arrangement  would  unite  or  facilitate  a 
junction  between  McClellan  and  Burnside,  I answer  that  we  are  unable 
to  prevent  that  whenever  the  enemy  thinks  proper  to  make  one  or  two 
gunboats  pass  up  the  James  Eiver,  running  the  blockade  of  the  Vir- 
ginia at  night,  which  I am  informed  by  the  highest  naval  authority  on 
the  river  is  perfectly  practicable. 
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■'  The  possession  of  York  Eiver  would  also  enable  the  Virginia  to  ven- 
|ire  more  successfully  against  a fleet  of  iron-clad  vessels,  because  in 
lie  narrow  points  of  the  river  she  would  have  the  advantage  of  forcing 
lie  enemy  to  receive  her  fire' in  any  position  she  might  choose  to  take. 
But  the  consequences  flowing  from  her  presence  in  York  Eiver  would 
e infinite.  She  could  sally  out  whenever  she  wished,  without  again 
Bing  submitted  to  the  terrible  fire  of  Fort  Monroe.  By  going  down 
le  bay  from  time  to  time  she  could  keep  the  fort  itself  in  a state  of 
imi-blockade,  and  render  it  very  difhcult  for  McClellan  to  feed  his 
-my.  ^ . 

II  she  should  be  enabled  to  effect  the  capture  of  some  of  theenemy^s 
anboats  now  in  York  Eiver  she  might  subsequently  venture  with 
leir  aid  to  sail  for  the  North,  and  the  field  of  her  operations  there  is 
) vast  that  I will  not  venture  to  speculate  upon  them.  Of  course  all 
lese  suggestions  are  based  upon  the  theory  that  in  the  opinion  and 
Blief  of  her  officers  she  can  successfully  pass  Fort  Monroe  and  engage 
le  enemy^s  iron-clad  vessels  now  watching  her. 

If  she  cannot  struggle  successfully  against  these  obstacles,  then  I 
link  the  sooner  this  is  known,  so  as  to  relieve  us  from  any  false  reli- 
ice  upon  her  capacities,  the  better  it  would  be  for  us  in  the  forma- 
on  of  our  plans  for  the  future. 

In  addition,  I would  state  that  it  is  not  even  necessary  for  the  enemy 
► have  gunboats  in  the  James  Eiver  to  insure  his  passage  over,  be- 
luse,  being  in  possession  of  our  works  at  Jamestown  Island,  he  could 
onut  his  heavy  and  long-range  guns  and  drive  our  frail  wooden  gun- 
Bats  with  their  exposed  engines  away,  and  under  his  guns  land  at 
arter’s  Wharf,  or  rather  where  Carter’s  Wharf  was,  as  I have  ordered 
to  be  burned. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major- General, 

[Indorsement.] 

These  suggestions  are  worthy  of  consideration,  but  the  position  of 
■ie  Virginia  at  the  mouth  of  James  River  until  our  obstruction  is  com- 
ete  adds  materially  to  the  defenses  of  Eichmond,  besides  giving  us 
chance  to  move  the  material  from  the  navy-yard  up  James  Eiver. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Eiehmondj  Fa.,  31ay  6,  1862. 

"ILLIAM  Pannill,  Esq., 

Provost-Marshal^  Petersburg^  Va.  : • 

Sir  : You  will  prepare  to  destroy  the  cotton  and  tobacco,  both  leaf 
• la  manulactured,  in  and  about  Petersburg,  in  case  it  is  necessary  to 
■event  It  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  If  the  tobacco 
' n be  destroyed  by  rolling  it  into  the  water,  you  are  authorized  to 
Ilia  sneds  tor  its  protection,  convenient  to  the  river,  and  to  store  it 
ere  iintil  the  time  arrives  for  its  destruction.  If,  however,  it  can  be 
inied  without  setting  fire  to  the  town  you  will  burn  it,  and  make 

■eparations  tor  doing  so  at  once. 

The  cotton  must  be  placed  where  it  can  be  safely  burned,  and  the 
' ayage  will  be  paid  by  the  Government.  Suffer  no  public  property 
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to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  which  can  be  used  by  them,  but 
destroy  it  if  you  cannot  send  it  away. 

I should  be  sorry  for  the  people  of  Petersburg  to  think  from  these 
instructions  that  the  Government  has  no  intention  of  defending  the 
town  or  that  its  capture  is  considered  probable.  On  the  contrary,  we 
confidently  expect  to  repel  the  invasion  from  the  interior  of  the  State, 
and  are  preparing  for  it  by  withdrawing  troops  from  exposed  points. 

I had  ordered  an  engineer  to  obstruct  the  Appomattox  below  Peters- 
burg, and  desire  that  you  will  assist  him  by  furnishing  labor  or  mate- 
rial or  in  any  other  way  in  your  power. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Westover,  on  James  Eiyer, 

May  6,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : When  I left  Williamsburg  there  was  no  fighting  and  the  retro- 
grade movement  was  proceeding  without  interruption  by  the  enemy. 
To-day  we  hear  the  enemy  came  up  with  our  troops  and  engaged  them 
below  Williamsburg,  on  the  York  [Eiver]  road.  It  is  reported  that 
we  lost  some  500  in  killed  and  wounded,  including  among  the  latter 
Colonel  Ward,  of  Florida.  Their  loss  is  much  heavier,  including  some 
900  prisoners  and  several  batteries  of  artillery. 

I have  reliable  information  that  the  march  to  the  rear  has  been  sus- 
Iiended  in  order  to  confront  the  enemy,  who  press  on  us  warmly,  not- 
withstanding the  repulse  they  have  met  with.  It  seems  to  me  the 
condition  of  the  army  is  critical,  and  as  General  Johnston  has  not,  I 
believe,  means  of  direct  communication  with  Eichmond,  I have  thought 
[it]  of  importance  to  give  you  this  information,  and  to  suggest  that  all 
the  steamboats  and  other  means  of  transportation  at  hand  in  Eichmond, 
accompanied  by  all  the  armed  vessels,  may  be  sent  without  delay  to 
Wilcox’s  Wharf,  on  James  Eiver,  to  be  in  readiness  to  transport  the 
army  across  the  river. 

I learn  from  my  signal  officer,  Captain  Norris,  just  up  from  below, 
that  there  may  be  serious  obstacles  to  the  Virginia  getting  into  York 
Eiver.  She  should,  therefore,  by  all  means  take  or  retain  her  iiosition 
as  a guard  boat  at  the  mouth  of  this  river. 

Without  knowing  what  supplies  General  Johnston  may  be  furnished 
with.  I suggest  that  at  least  20,000  rations  of  meat  and  corn  meal  be 
sent  by  the  boats  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Without  being  able  to  perform  any  duty,  I have  thought  it  proper 
to  make  these  suggestions. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE. 


Eichmond,  3Iay  6, 1862. 

William  T.  Joynes,  Petersburg  : 

The  movements  of  troops  and  stores  now  going  on  are  of  the  utmost 
importance.  They  have  not  been  interrupted  here  in  behalf  of  the 
owners  of  private  property,  and  I do  not  feel  authorized  to  interrupt 
them  in  Petersburg. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters,  • 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Hugee,  M^ehmo^ul,  Va,  May  7,  1862. 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolh,  Va  ■ 

Sfr/LtaS  4"r‘*  ” 

ments.  I have  this  morning  teWr^ph^to  you 

l^ht 

adtnt’dltterLX 

order  him  to  report  to  General  TTnimao  • '^‘iroiina.  Ulease- 

;S5S«ssaisM 

LorSmyfnrcoTmanf  *Vh“or^^  necessary  to  withdraw  General 
assigning  hirto  dutHlsewhere  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 

Headquarters, 

1 T ^ Richmond,  Ya.,  May  7,  1862 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  ^ u i 

Commanding,  &c. : 

rom  Norfolk;"’'  Huger  has  uot  moved  aw.ay 

lugger  on  tL  subjec\.^  ^ directed  him  to  communicate  with  General 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

I By  W.  H.  TAYLOR, 

I Aide-de-Camp, 


32  R R — VOL  XI,  PT  III 
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Headquarters,  May  7, 18G2. 


General  D.  H.  Hill: 

My  Dear  General  : Please  place  Kodes’  brigade  about  half  way 
between  Diasciind  Bridge  and  Burnt  Ordinary,  with  his  battery— one 
regiment  a mile  in  advance  of  the  brigade,  with  a section  of  artillery. 
This  is  necessary  to  guard  our  rear  on  that  road. 

Please  direct  General  Bodes  to  select  the  best  position  that  he  can 
find  both  for  his  three  regiments  and  his  regiment  on  advance  guard, 
and  instruct  them  that  our  cavalry  will  retire  by  that  road,  so  that  they 
may  not  fire  on  them.  A position  must  be  selected  which  can  be  held, 
and  must  be  held. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTRBET, 
Major- General j Commanding, 


[Indorsement.] 


General  Bodes: 

I send  you  directions  from  General  Longstreet,  which  please  read 
and  return.  The  order  must  be  promptly  executed. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major- General. 


Petersburg,  Va., 
(Beceived  May  8,  1862.) 

Hon.  George  W.  Bandolph, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  Must  I let  cotton  and  tobacco  be  sent  awaj 
or  must  I ffo  and  get  it  ready  for  burning,  should  it  become  necessary' 

^ WILLIAM  PANNILL, 

Provost-Marshal. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Second  Corps,  . 

No.  — . ] 

The  command  will  move  to-morrow  morning  as  soon  as  the  train, 
have  passed,  Longstreet’s  division  in  front.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  wil 
designate  a brigade  and  a battery  as  rear  guard,  which  will  not  mov< 
from  this  position  until  the  rear  guard  of  to-day  has  passed.  The  orde 
of  march  of  Longstreet’s  division  will  be  as  follows : 

1st.  Artillery. 

2d.  Hill’s  brigade. 

3d.  Anderson’s  brigade. 

4th.  Pickett’s  brigade. 

5th.  Pryor’s  brigade. 

6th.  Colston’s  brigade. 

7th.  Wilcox’s  brigade. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Longstreet: 

G.  MOXLET  SOBBEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters, 

Tx  Bichmo7id^  Va.,  May  8,  1862. 

Maj.  Geu.  B.  Huger,  t t j i 

Commianding^  d^c.,  Iforfolk,  Va. : 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  with  ree-ard 
to  tlie  movonionts  of  tho  steamer  Vircfinia  Tt 
in.portance  that  she  guard  the  entrS  to  jles  S to 
ascent  by  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy.  I am  awarfof  the  lid  shfcan 
reiider  in  the  evacuation  ol  the  batteries  at  Sewell’s  Point  and  Oranev 
Island,  but  it  is  believed  that  she  will  as  effectnallv  pava,.  +aio  ^ 

ment  white  stationed  at  the  »outh  o^Lea  SVs 

Roads  The  enemy  would  not  be  likely  to  attemprto  croL  froTfte 

opposite  side  while  she  was  within  so  short  a dist^ce  and  she  woidd 

the  Lite, 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


General  R B Lee  • 

mmmmmrn. 

SftSi-SSSSS 

[ lace  them  so  that  they  may  not  be  cut  off  by  an  army  lanZg  at 


Only  one  found. 
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West  Point.  I have  heard  casually  that  you  have  caused  the  Pamun- 
key  to  be  obstructed;  if  so,  it  is  unfortunate  that  I was  not  apprised 

The  enemy  occupied  a large  and  dense  wood  in  front  of  their  landing 
place  in  the  afternoon  of  the  6th,  and  was  dislodged  in  very  handsome 
kyle  yesterday  by  Brigadier-General  Whiting  with  a portion  of  his 
division,  the  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Hood  and  Colonel  Hamp- 
ton. These  officers  gave  additional  evidence  of  their  high  merit,  i 
therefore  earnestly  repeat  my  recommendations  that  Brigadier-General 
Whiting,  who  has  commanded  a division,  and  Colonel  Hampton,  who  has 
commanded  a brigade,  for  six  months,  may  be  promoted  to  correspond- 
ing rank.  The  service  will  gain  greatly  by  these  promotions. 

As  the  department  of  Eichmond  is  not  under  my  command,  i can 
o'ive  no  orders  in  regard  to  works  for  its  defense.  I sent,  however,  sev- 
eral hundred  negroes  from  the  Peninsula  to  help  in  their  construction, 
and  desired  Captain  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  remove  the  guns  at  Mul- 
berry Point  and  Jamestown  for  the  defense  of  the  obstructions  to  navi- 
gation which  I am  told  are  in  course  of  construction. 

Maior  Stevens,  C.  S.  Engineers,  now  in  Eichmond,  might  be  usetullj 
employed  in  directing  these  works  and  disposing  of  ^e 

I shall  be  found  for  the  present  on  the  New  Kent  Court-House  road. 
The  impossibility  of  subsisting  the  army  in  the  neighborhood  and  the 
supposed  position  of  an  army  of  ours  near  Fredericksburg  render  i 
impracticable  to  wait  to  oppose  a landing  opposite  to  West  i oint. 

We  may  be  supplied  with  provisions  hereafter  by  the  York  Eivei 
Eailroad  at  the  station  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,^  JOHNSTON 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Ya.^  May  8,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  has  just  been  received.  Those  to  which  yoi^ 
allude  as  having  received  yesterday  were  prepared  for  my  signature 
and  being  unexpectedly  called  away,  and  not  wishing  to  detain  th 
messenger,  I directed  Major  Taylor  to  affix  my  signature  and  send  t 
you.  The  one  referring  to  the  telegram  of  General  Loring  was  merel. 
intended  to  advise  you  of  the  progress  of  the  evacuation  of  Norfol 
and  what  had  been  done  to  maintain  the  posts  guarding  the  commun 
cation  to  that  place  until  the  evacuation  was  completed,  and  which  wa 
supposed  to  be  in  accordance  with  your  general  in^ructions  on  th 
subject.  Nothing  was  done  to  interrupt  the  portion  of  General  Colston 
brigade  joining  him.  I consider  your  authority  to  extend  over  t 
troops  on  both  sides  of  James  Eiver,  and  have  transmitted  as  rapidl 
as  I could  all  the  orders  sent,  to  me.  I do  not  recollect  your  havin 
requested  information  relating  to  the  other  departments  of  your  con 
mand  to  be  forwarded  by  any  other  means  than  the  usual  course  < 
the  mails,  and  supposed  the  commanders  were  in  direct  corresponden( 

l\d^lsed  you  on  the  23d  of  April  of  certain  troops  having  bee, 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Field,  viz,  two  regiments  from  this  cit 
raised  for  local  defense,  two  light  batteries,  a brigade  from  South  Cai 
lina,  and  a brigade  from  North  Carolina,  making  in  all  about  8,01 
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men,  in  addition  to  those  previously  there.  The  brigade  of  General 
J.  E.  Anderson  having  been  sent  from  North  Carolina  by  General 
Holmes,  places  General  Anderson  in  command  of  the  troops,  he  being 
the  senior  officer  present.  He  has  taken  ijosition  about  Massaponax, 
south  of  Fredericksburg,  extending  his  pickets  toward  Port  Eoyal. 

I understand  that  the  enemy  has  built  a bridge  of  boats  across  the 
Rappahannock  opposite  Fredericksburg,  but  has  not  yet  occupied  the 
town,  his  troops  occupying  the  hills  in  Stafford,  his  left  being  opposite 
Port  Eoyal ; his  strength  estimated  at  from  15,000  to  20,000. 

General  Ewell  at  last  reports  was  at  Swift  Eun  Gap,  a portion  of 
jtiis  division  being  at  Stanardsville.  General  Jackson  was  at  Staunton, 
With  a view  of  uniting  with  General  Edward  Johnson  and  attacking 
General  Milroy,  who  was  not  far  from  Buffalo  Gap.  General  Banks 
ivas  reported  as  having  evacuated  Harrisonburg  and  passed  down  the 
j^alley,  his  main  body  being  beyond  New  Market.  It  has  occurred  to 
ne  that  his  object  may  be  to  form  a junction  with  General  McDowell 
im  the  Rappahannock.  I have  telegraphed  my  apprehension  to  both 
Generals  Jackson  and  Ewell  to  place  them  on  their  guard. 

Two  brigades,  one  from  North  Carolina  and  one  from  Norfolk,  have 
oeen  directed,  under  the  orders  of  the  President,  to  proceed  to  Gordons- 
I’ille,  to  re-enforce  that  line,  which  at  one  time  was  threatened  by  a 
itolumn  from  Warren  ton,  the  advance  of  which  entered  Culpei)er  Court- 
louse.  The  obstructions  of  James  River  are  progressing  as  rapidly  as 
possible  and  batteries  in  process  of  erection  for  their  defense.  I know 
no  one  more  competent  to  direct  the  construction  of  these  works 
han  Major  Stevens  if  not  wanted  with  your  army.  In  reference  to 
be  obstruction  of  the  Pamunkey,  before  it  was  commenced  the  subject 
v‘ds  referred  to  you,  and  directions  were  given  for  the  preparation  of 
aaterial,  procuring  of  pile-driver,  &c.  The  river  had  been  previously 
xamined  for  that  purpose,  and  the  best  position  stated  to  be  about  8 
ailes  below  the  railroad  bridge.  Captain  Carrington,  who  understood 
he  work,  was  directed  to  report  to  you  for  instructions  and  any  aid  he 
[•aight  require.  But  from  the  difficulty  of  communicating  with  you  and 
he  necessity  of  the  case,  and  being  only  able  to  use  the  boats  in  the 
[ iver,  the  work,  I fear,  has  been  imperfectly  done.  All  the  transports, 

I lowever,  were  carried  above  the  obstructions,  and  their  cargoes  I under- 
! tand  are  at  present  secure. 

The  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  will  be  informed  as 

0 the  i^oint  to  which  to  send  you  provisions. 

The  President  has  heard  with  much  pleasure  of  the  handsome  mail- 
er in  which  the  enemy  was  dislodged  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  by 

1 portion  of  your  command,  and  your  commendatory  remarks  on  the 
fficers  engaged  have  been  re^iorted  to  him. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General, 


( 

I 

\ 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond j Va.,  May  9,  1862. 

^ETER  V.  Daniel, 

President  of  Richmond^  Frederichshurg  and  Petersburg  R,  R.  Go. : 
Sir:  The  Government  desires,  in  the  event  of  the  occujiation  of  this 
Ity  by  the  enemy,  that  all  of  your  rolling  stock  and  material  necessary 
>r  the  operation  of  the  road  should  be  sent  south.  You  will,  therefore. 
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prepare  it  for  removal;  and  should  the  danger  become  imminent,  yon 
will  remove  it  without  waiting  for  further  instructions. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(A  similar  letter  addressed  to  Col.  Edmund  Fontaine,  president  oi 
the  Virginia  Central  Kailroad.) 


Eichmond,  May  9,  1862. 

William  Pannill, 

Provost-Marshal^  Petersburg : 

Move  10,000  pounds  to  Ealeigh,  and  5,000  to  the  nearest  safe  place 
from  which  it  can  be  used  for  your  city  defenses.  Get  all  out  of  read 
from  the  river  at  once. 


G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Ya.,  May  9,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger,  . ^ 

Commanding,  the.,  Norfolk^  Ya. : 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  am  glad  t( 
hear  that  the  work  of  removal  is  progressing  favorably.  With  you  J 
object  to  destruction  for  destruction’s  sake,  and  hope  that  you  will  b( 
enabled  to  remove  everything  of  value.  As  regards  the  point  at  whict 
to  collect  your  troops,  I did  not  intend  to  interfere  with  your  instruc 
tions  from  the  Department  to  rendezvous  at  Petersburg.  I merely  in 
tended  to  designate  this  city  as  their  probable  ultimate  destination,  t( 
be  held  available  to  be  thrown  in  front  of  Eichmond  if  necessary.  Aj 
I advised  you  on  yesterday,  the  line  of  road  from  Petersburg  to  Wei 
don  is  to  be  held.  All  points  east  of  that  line  necessary  to  its  security 
must  be  guarded.  The  exact  disposition  is  left  to  your  judgment.  Il 
is  not  desired,  however,  to  station  anj^  large  force  at  Petersburg,  bul 
your  force  could  at  least  rendezvous  at  that  point  and  be  held  avail  I 
able  for  a movement  in  this  direction,  should  it  become  advisable  oj 
necessary.  The  brigade  of  General  Malione,  as  you  have  been  advised  i 
has  been  ordered  in  advance  to  Gordonsville. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

R'ew  Kent  Court-House^  May  9,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  A.: 

Sir:  I received  last  evening  your  letter  in  relation  to  my  aiding  ii 
the  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of  the  Pamunkey. 

This  work  I respectfully  suggest  should  have  been  directed  by  th( 
Government  and  completed  by  this  time.  Your  letter  was  writtei 
while  I was  still  in  Williamsburg.  It  is  received  after  the  enemy’s  gun 
boats  have  possession  of  the  river.  Our  field  pieces  cannot  content’ 
with  their  heavy  guns. 
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I have  been  unable  to  find  any  one  who  can  tell  me  what  has  beeu 
done  or  by  whom  or  at  what  point,  thodgh  it  is  thought  in  the  neigh- 
borhood that  such  work  was  in  progress,  but  interrupted  by  the  Fed- 
eral war  vessels. 

A copy  of  a telegram  from  the  President  to  me,  dated  1st  instant, 
was  also  received. 

The  two  officers  named  are  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  anything 
like  organization  in  this  army.  The  troops,  in  addition  to  the  lax  dis- 
cipline of  volunteers,  are  partially  discontented  at  the  conscription  act 
; and  demoralized  by  their  recent  elections.  Stragglers  cover  the  coun- 
try, and  Eichmond  is  no  doubt  filled  with  the  absent  without  leave.  It 
has  been  necessary  to  divide  the  army  into  two  parts ; one  under  Gen- 
eral Smith,  on  this  road  ; the  other  under  General  Longstreet,  on  that 
by  the  Ohickahominy.  Each  of  these  divisions  is  probably  much  larger 
than  the  ^‘Army  of  the  ^5^orth.”  This  army  cannot  be  commanded  with- 
out these  two  officers;  indeed,  several  more  major-generals  like  them  are 
required  to  make  this  an  army.  The  men  are  full  of  spirit  when  near 
the  enemy,  but  at  other  times  to  avoid  restraint  leave  their  regiments 
I in  crowds.  To  enable  us  to  gather  the  whole  army  for  battle  would 
i require  a notice  of  several  days. 

The  best  mode  of  arranging  this  matter  will  be  to  unite  the  two 
I armies,  which,  if  I am  in  actual  command,  will  be  done.  It  is  necessary 
; to  unite  all  our  forces  now.  All  that  I can  control  shall  be  concentrated. 

If  this  command  (mine)  includes  the  Department  of  J!!^'orthern  Yir- 
i ginia  still  this  Army  of  the  North  is  a part  of  it ; if  not,  my  position 
: should  be  defined  anew.  Nothing  is  more  necessary  to  us  than  a dis- 
\ tinct  understanding  of  every  officer’s  authority. 

Longstreet  is  ordered  to  place  himself  to-day  near  the  Long  Bridge, 

1 on  this  [side]  of  the  river,  and  General  Smith  to  move  to  the  Baltimore 
I Cross-Eoads,  8 miles  from  this  place. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

, l^ear  Baltimore  Store,  May  9,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

General:  Major-General  Smith’s  troops  are  on  this  road;  his  own 
division  around  this  point;  that  of  Magruder,  now  under  Brig.  Gen.  D. 
E.  Jones,  nearer.  He  has  gone  too  near  the  Ohickahominy  Bridge.  I 
propose  to  remain  in  this  vicinity  until  further  information  reaches  me. 

Major  Stevens,  just  from  Eichmond,  tells  me  that  there  are  but  three 
guns  in  battery  at  Drewry’s  Bluff.  I directed  Captain  Tucker,  com- 
manding the  little  squadron  there  near  the  place,  to  send  the  guns  and 
carriages  from  Mulberry  Point  to  Eichmond.  I was  told  that  the  guns 
are  good,  as  well  as  the  carriages.  He  was  also  desired  to  remove 
those  at  Jamestown.  There  is,  however,  reason  to  think  that  this 
service  was  not  performed. 

^ Permit  me  to  suggest  the  importance  of  arming  the  battery  for  the 
defense  of  the  obstructing  works  as  heavily  as  possible. 

It  is  reported  that  several  thousand  stragglers  from  this  army  are  in 
Eichmond,  or  near  it,  on  the  way.  I request  that  the  commanding 
officer  may  be  directed  to  compel  them  to  rejoin  their  regiments  forth- 
with. Many  who  were  sent  to  the  city  slightly  sick  should  now  rejoin. 
A large  number  of  muskets  taken  to  Eichmond  by  these  sick. 
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I can  get  no  information  of  14ie  position  or  strength  of  the  army  (Con- 
federate) near  Fredericksburg.  Can  you  give  me  none  f 

We  depend  upon  the  Virginia  for  the  defense  of  James  Eiver.  The 
batteries  on  the  south  side  are  useless. 

Eel  ays  of  couriers  are  placed  on  the  road  and  a telegraph  office 
established  at  Tunstalfs  Station,  some  5 miles  hence. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Engineer  Bureau, 

Richmond^  May  9,  1862, 


John  B.  Stanard, 

In  charge  of  Richmond  Defenses  : 

Sir:  Colonel  Goode,  Major  Allen,  and  other  artillery  officers  have 
been  directed  to  mount  the  32-pounder  guns  on  ship  carriages  around 
this  city,  and  I wish  you  to  point  out  to  these  officers,  as  I have  pointed 
out  to  you,  the  i)laces  where  they  are  to  place  the  guns,  and  furnish 
them  every  facility  for  forwarding  the  work  at  your  command. 

ALFEED  L.  EIVES, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer  Bureau. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  May  9, 1862. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Branch,  Petersburg : 

Push  the  drill  of  your  battery,  and  if  the  enemy ^s  gunboats  enter  the 
Appomattox,  choose  a position  where  you  can  fire  upon  them  to  advan- 
tage, and  do  your  utmost  to  defend  the  obstruction  in  the  river.  You  i 
will  only  obey  orders  from  your  military  superiors. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH,  I 
Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Fa.,  May  10,  1862.  . 

S.  Cooper,  * 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

Sir  : Have  such  of  your  records  and  papers  as  ought  to  be  preserved, 
and  are  not  required  for  constant  reference,  packed  in  boxes,  for  re-  i 
moval  and  marked,  so  as  to  designate  the  bureau  to  which  they  belong.  , 
Books  and  papers  necessary  for  constant  reference  may  be  kept  in  the  1 
presses,  but  boxes  must  be  prepared  for  them.  This  is  only  intended 
as  a prudent  step,  and  is  not  caused  by  any  bad  news  from  the  army. 
There  is  no  need,  therefore,  for  any  panic  in  the  city,  and  it  should  be 
prevented  by  the  assurance  that  we  have  every  reason  to  think  that 
the  city  can  be  successfully  defended. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(The  same  to  Colonel  Gorgas,  Chief  of  Ordnance;  Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 
Commissary-General;  S.  P.  Moore,  Surgeon- General,  and  Col.  A.  C. 
Myers,  Quartermaster- General.) 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Va.^  May  10,  1862. 

General  J.  H.  Winder, 

Commanding^  &c.^  Richmond^  Ya. : 

General:  General  Johnston  telegraphs  that  he  desires  all  soldiers 
of  his  army  now  in  Eichmond  to  be  sent  down  by  railroad  to  Summit 
Station,  with  full  cartridge  boxes. 

The  enemy  is  reported  to  be  advancing.  I desire  that  you  will  cause 
all  these  troops  to  be  sent  at  once  and  all  the  Texas  recruits  now  in 
the  city  previously  reported  as  ready  to  move. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  EEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  May  10,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  &c.: 

General:  Your  letters  of  the  9th  have  been  received.  The  object 
of  the  President  in  obtaining  a general  for  the  [)ortion  of  your  army  on 
the  Eaxjpahannock  was  with  a view  that  operations  of  its  several  divis- 
ions might  be  combined  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  seemed  to  have  ex- 
posed himself  and  his  lines  of  communication,  and  to  prevent  any  move- 
ment that  might  threaten  your  rear.  He  still  thinks  such  a commander 
very  desirable,  but  as  the  condition  of  things  is  now  changed,  and  the 
branches  of  your  army  are  brought  nearer,  it  may  not  be  so  important 
as  it  was  while  you  were  occupied  in  front  of  Yorktown.  Your  com- 
mand still  includes  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  the  army 
on  the  Eappahannock  is  under  your  control. 

In  addition  to  the  three  guns  originally  at  Dre wry’s  Bluft*  several 
navy  guns  have  been  mounted,  and  every  exertion  is  being  made  to 
render  the  obstructions  effective  and  the  battery  commanding  it  as  for- 
midable as  possible. 

It  would  appear  from  your  letter  of  the  9th  that  you  had  not  received 
mine  of  the  8th,  giving  you  detailed  information  as  regards  the  strength 
and  position  of  our  army  near  Fredericksburg.  I presume  it  has  sub- 
sequently reached  you.  In  a letter  this  morning  received  from  General 
Anderson  he  reports  that  the  enemy  have  crossed  over  one  regiment, 
perhaps  more.  General  Patrick,  brigade  commander,  has  headquarters 
in  Fredericksburg.  He  states  the  strength  of  the  enemy  at  nearly  40,000 
and  increasing. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  May  10, 1862. 

General  Johnston: 

General  : In  a letter  from  General  Huger,  dated  this  morning,  he 
says: 

At  8 last  evening  the  vedettes  from  City  Point  reported  four  of  the  enemy^s  steamers 
were  laying  off  City  Point.  I send  a picket  to  the  neighborhood  of  City  Point  to 
observe  them. 

General  Huger  reports  nothing  since. 
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In  a report  from  Colonel  Stuart  just  to  hand  (who  is  opposite  Drewry^s 
Bluff)  he  says:  ‘^It  is  reported  that  the  enemy^s  transports  (fourteen) 
are  at  City  Point  with  troops.”  This  is  by  no  means  positive  5 I merely 
give  it  as  received  and  for  what  it  is  worth. 

The  general  is  absent,  and  I send  you  the  above  unofficially,  know-  ! 
ing  that  you  would  like  to  hear  all  that  is  going  on.  j 

Most  respectfully, 

W.  H.  TAYLOE.  i 


HTfi  AT)QTTAT?.T'F'iT?,P: 

Cross-Roadsj  New  Kent  G.  jff..  May  10,  1862 — 10.30  p.  m. 
General  E.  E.  Lee: 

General:  I have  written  to  you  several  times  on  the  subject  of  con- 
centrating near  Eichmond  all  the  troops  within  reach.  I have  ordered 
Major-General  Huger  to  evacuate  Norfolk  and  conduct  his  troops  to 
Eichmond,  but  have  no  information  of  his  progress.  The  Army  of  the 
North  must  be  in  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  but  as  I have 
been  informed  neither  of  its  location,  strength,  nor  the  name  of  its 
immediate  commander,  I must  suppose  that  it  is  not  under  my  orders. 
If  the  President  will  direct  the  concentration  of  all  the  troops  of  North 
Carolina  and  Eastern  Virginia  w e may  be  able  to  hold  Middle  Virginia 
at  least.  If  we  permit  ourselves  to  be  driven  beyond  Eichmond  we 
lose  the  means  of  maintaining  this  army. 

The  enemy  is  now  almost  exactly  between  us  and  the  Army  of  the 
North.  That  army  should  therefore  be  drawn  back,  to  secure  its  com- 
munication with  this  one. 

A concentration  of  all  our  available  forces  may  enable  us  to  fight 
successfully.  Let  us  try. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Long  Bridge,  May  10, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A.  : 

It  is  with  deep  mortification  that  I report  that  several  thousand 
soldiers  and  many  individuals  with  commissions  have  fled  to  Eichmond 
under  pretext  of  sickness.  They  have  even  thrown  away  their  arms 
that  their  flight  might  not  be  impeded.  Cannot  these  miserable 
wretches  be  arrested  and  returned  to  their  regiments,  where  they  can 
have  their  heads  shaved  and  be  drummed  out  of  service?  Do  make 
General  Winder  hunt  up  all  who  have  not  surgeons’  certificates. 

General,  the  lies  of  the  newspapers  ought  to  be  stopped.  Could  they 
not  be  forbidden  to  publish  anything?  In  the  fight  near  West  Point 
we  lost  but  16  killed  and  wounded.  The  Eichmond  papers  report  a 
thousand  killed  and  wounded.  What  must  the  enemy  think  of  his 
success  ? 

Our  force  at  Williamsburg  is  reported  to  be  larger  than  that  of  the 
enemy  by  the  Eichmond  i)ress,  w hereas  the  only  troops  engaged  were 
the  divisions  of  Longstreet  and  myself,  and  McClellan  was  in  person 
at  Williamsburg  wdth  at  least  two  corps  of  his  army.* 

*#**##*' 

I think  that  the  enemy  got  a severe  check  at  Williamsburg  and  l 
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Barbamsville.  He  has  been  cautious  about  the  pursuit  since  the  three 
hghts.  Our  own  loss  has  been  heavy.  At  Williamsburg  we  must  have 
had  a thousand  killed  and  wounded.  I fear  even  a heavier  loss. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  H.  HILL. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  108.  ( Richmond^  F<%.,  Mmj  10,  1862. 

******* 

YI.  The  regiment  of  cavalry  under  Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis,  the  Forty- 
sixth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  under  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Eichard- 
son,  the  Twentieth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Nat. 
lyler,  the  Fifty-ninth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  under  Colonel 
Henniugsen  (that  portion  not  captured  and  paroled),  and  McComas’ 
light  battery,  will  form  a brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen. 
Henry  A.  Wise,  and  will  report  to  General  J.  E.  Johnston  for  duty. 
******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  May  11,  1862. 
Major-General  Huger,  or  the  Officer  in  Command  at  Suffolk; 

Notify  General  Wool  that  we  shall  send  the  prisoners  down  James 
Eiver  to-morrow,  and  that  we  w^ere  prevented  from  sending  them  last 
Monday  by  the  movements  of  the  armies.  This  should  be  done  imme- 
diately, so  that  he  may  send  steamers  to  receive  them.  There  will  be 
probably  800  sent.  Ask  him  to  what  point  we  shall  send  the  prisoners 
I in  North  Carolina.  Take  up  the  railroad  tracks  on  both  roads  east  of 
I Suffolk  as  far  as  possible,  and  send  the  iron  of  the  Seaboard  and  Eoan- 
, oke  road  to  Clarksville,  and  that  of  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  road 
1 to  the  junction  ot  the  South  Side  and  Eichmond  and  Danville  roads. 

: When  the  troops  retire  from  Suffolk  continue  the  same  thing  westward, 
j letting  the  last  train  take  up  the  iron  behind  it.  Eemove  the  rolling 
stock  of  the  first  road  to  Weldon  or  west  of  it,  and  that  of  the  other  to 
Petersburg,  when  the  troops  retire. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 


Eichmond,  Va.,  May  11, 1862. 


General  : Your  letter  and  one  of  General  Longstreet^s  were  laid 
before  me  for  attention  to  the  recommendations  of  officers  therein  con- 
tained. 

Your  attention  has  been  heretofore  called  to  the  law  in  relation  to 
the  organization  of  brigades  and  divisions.  Orders  were  long  since 
given  to  bring  the  practice  and  the  law  into  conformity,  and  recently  re- 
ports have  been  asked  for  from  the  commanders  of  separate  armies  as  to 
the  composition  of  their  respective  brigades  and  divisions.  I have  been 
much  harassed  and  the  public  interest  has  certainly  suffered  by  the 
delay  to  place  the  regiments  of  some  of  the  States  in  brigades  together. 
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it  beiDg  deemed  tliat  uDjust  discrimination  was  made  against  them,  and 
also  by  the  popular  error  which  has  existed  as  to  the  number  of  bri- 
gades to  which  appointments  could  be  specially  urged  on  grounds  of 
residence.  While  some  have  expressed  surprise  at  my  patience  when 
orders  to  you  were  not  observed,  I have  at  least  hoped  that  you  would 
recognize  the  desire  to  aid  and  sustain  you,  and  that  it  would  produce 
the  corresponding  action  on  your  part.  The  reasons  formerly  offered 
have  one  after  another  disappeared,  and  I hope  you  will,  as  you  can, 
proceed  to  organize  your  troops  as  heretofore  instructed,  and  that  the 
returns  will  relieve  of  the  uncertainty  now  felt  as  to  the  numbers  and 
relations  of  the  troops  and  the  commands  of  the  officers  having  bri- 
gades or  divisions. 

As  a general  rule,  I would  not  have  less  than  four  regiments  to  a 
brigade  nor  less  than  four  brigades  to  a division.  The  limit  above  that 
must  depend  upon  the  character  of  the  troops  and  of  the  officers. 

I have  been  much  relieved  by  the  successes  which  you  have  gained, 
and  hope  for  you  the  brilliant  result  which  the  drooping  cause  of  our 
country  now  so  imperatively  claims.  I will  not  dwell  on  the  lost  op- 
portunity afforded  along  the  line  of  Northern  Virginia,  but  must  call 
your  attention  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs  and  probable  action 
of  the  enemy  if  not  driven  from  his  purpose  to  advance  on  the  Freder- 
icksburg route. 

I hope  to  see  you  soon  at  your  headquarters,  and  in  the  mean  time 
remain,  verv  truly,  yours, 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters, 
Eichmond,  Fu.,  May  11,  1862. 

Samuel  S.  Wilson,  Esq., 

Richmond^  Ya.: 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  War  is  re- 
ceived. The  forces  have  been  withdrawn  from  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth, 
but  efforts  will  be  made  to  continue  railroad  communication  with  the 
South  through  Weldon.  I deem  it  a matter  of  great  moment  that  the 
rolling  stock  and  equipments  of  your  road  should  be  removed  to  a 
place  of  safety  and  placed  where  they  can  be  made  available  on  other 
roads. 

Unless  there  should  be  danger  of  losing  rolling  stock  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  using  the  upper  part  of  the  road  for  transporting  to 
Weldon  such  stores  and  supplies  as  may  be  collected  along  the  route, 
but  in  no  case  should  the  trains  be  endangered  either  in  attempting  to 
transport  such  supplies  or  more  especially  in  the  ordinary  traffic  of  the 
road. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Petersburg,  Va., 

May  11,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Am  sure  you  will  excuse  my  suggesting  that  Petersburg  ought  to  be  | 
defended.  Let  a stand  be  made  here,  where  an  armj^  can  be  collected  i 
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wliose  resistance  would  spread  over  tlie  world  and  go  down  to  latest 
times.  The  cotton  mills  and  flour  mills  are  important  to  be  saved. 

As  a thoroughfare  it  is  very  important.  The  railroads  go  out  to  the 
north,  east,  west,  and  south.  There  are  large  numbers  of  negroes  in 
all  the  surrounding  country.  If  it  is  not  to  be  defended  strenuously 
ought  not  the  people  to  know  it  ? 

EOBEET  E.  COLLIEE. 


I Hdqrs.  Second  Corps,  Dept,  of  ]!^’orthern  Virginia, 

: Christianas  House^  May  11,  1862. 

I Brigadier-General  Eains, 

Commanding  Rear  Guard : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  brigade,  now  on  rear  guard,  back  to-morrow  morning  to  a posi- 
tion half  way  between  that  you  occupy  at  present  and  this  point. 

He  further  directs  that  the  main  body  of  the  cavalry  move  back  with 
I yon,  keeping  their  usual  distance  behind  your  brigade.  The  pickets 
1 must  still  be  kept  at  the  points  now  held  and  in  advance  along  the 
I roads.  TI»e  bridge  will  be  burnt  when  the  cavalry  come  over.  It  is 
I the  desire  of  the  major-general  commanding  that  you  put  out  no  shells 
: or  torpedoes  behind  you,  as  he  does  not  recognize  it  as  a proper  or 
! effective  method  of  war. 

i I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
! servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


' [Indorsement.] 

A shell  which  can  be  prepared  and  unprepared  in  a moment,  and  a 
sentinel  to  keep  our  own  people  off',  are  all  that  is  wanted  for  our  pro- 
tection. 

Oor  volunteers  cannot  be  restrained  from  firing  their  guns  when  they 
ought  not,  and  so  frequent  is  this  fault  that  the  small  report  of  a gun 
of  a sentinel,  as  a rifle,  for  instance,  is  not  heeded,  and  our  troops  liable 
to  surprise  and  destruction,  of  which  we  have  had  three  notable  cases. 

I A shell  prepart-d  would  remedy  this,  for  the  advancing  enemy  would 
' explode  it,  and  that  would  lessen  their  force,  demoralize  their  troops, 

I and  give  us  time,  with  loud  warning,  to  prepare  for  the  conflict.  As  it 
1 is,  I am  compelled  to  ap])roximate  to  the  same  results — to  send  forward 
' a picket  of  artillery,  supported  by  infantry,  which  is  liable  to  be  cut 
off',  and  have  our  men  killed  or  captured  by  such  rigid  philanthropy  for 
the  enemy,  which  I have  myself  possessed  until  lately. 

These  shells  give  us  decided  advantages  over  the  foe  invading  our 
soil,  especially  in  frustrating  night  surprises,  requiring  but  little  powder 
for  great  results  in  checking  advancing  columns  at  all  times. 

For,  their  being  proper  for  war,  they  are  as  much  so  as  ambuscades, 
masked  batteries,  and  mines.  The  enemy,  I learn,  intended  to  mine 
and  blow  up  Eedoubt  No.  4,  known  as  Fort  Magruder,  at  Yorktown; 
and  if  such  means  of  killing  by  wholesale  be  proper,  why  should  not 
smaller  mines  be  used  ? Or  must  we  accord  to  them  alone  the  privi- 
lege of  using  against  us  the  vast  supplies  of  gunpowder,  for  which  they 
have  raked  the  world  by  advantages  derived  from  a navy  much  of 
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which  properly  belongs  to  us.  For  their  effectiveness  I refer  to  the 
enemy. 

Believing  as  I do  the  vast  advantages  to  our  country  to  be  gained 
from  this  invention  I am  unwilling  to  forego  it,  and  beg  leave  to  appeal 
direct  to  the  War  Department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  &c., 

G.  J.  EAINS, 

Brigadier- General^  Comdg.  Brigade  in  the  Fields  near  Biehmond. 

Eespectfully  forwarded. 

In  my  opinion  all  means  of  destroying  our  brutal  enemies  are  lawful 
and  proper. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 

[The  foregoing  papers.  Sorrel  to  Eains  and  Eains’  indorsement,  also 
Mason  to  Hill,  p.  511,  and  Eains  to  Hill,  p.  51C,  were  considered  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  who  indorsed  thereon  the  following:] 

[Indorsement.] 

Whether  shells  planted  in  roads  or  parapets  are  contrary  to  the  usages 
of  war  depends  upon  the  purpose  with  which  they  are  used. 

It  is  not  admissible  in  civilized  warfare  to  take  life  with  no  other  ob- 
ject than  the  destruction  of  life.  Hence  it  is  inadmissible  to  shoot 
sentinels  and  pickets,  because  nothing  is  attained  but  the  destruction 
of  life.  It  would  be  admissible,  however,  to  shoot  a general,  because 
you  not  only  take  life  but  deprive  an  army  of  its  head. 

It  is  admissible  to  plant  shells  in  a parapet  to  repel  an  assault  or  in 
a road  to  check  pursuit,  because  the  object  is  to  save  the  work  in  one 
case  and  the  army  in  the  other. 

It  is  not  admissible  to  plant  shells  merely  to  destroy  life  and  without 
other  design  than  that  of  depriving  your  enemy  of  a few  men,  without 
materially  injuring  him. 

It  is  admissible  to  plant  torpedoes  in  a river  or  harbor,  because  they 
drive  off  blockading  or  attacking  fleets. 

As  Generals  Eains  and  Longstreet  differ  in  this  matter,  the  inferior 
in  rank  should  give  way,  or,  if  he  prefers  it,  he  may  be  assigned  to  the 
river  defenses,  where  such  things  are  clearly  admissible. 

G.  W.  EAKDOLPH. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  May  12,  1862 — 4 a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  : Your  letter  of  10.30  p.  m.  May  10,  1862,  has  just  been  re- 
ceived. I must  suppose  that  some  of  my  letters  to  you  have  miscarried. 

The  army  on  the  Eappahannock  is  located  on  the  line  on  which  you 
placed  it.  General  Jackson  in  the  valley.  General  Ewell  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Gordonsville,  and  General  J.  E.  Anderson,  senior  officer,  with 
the  troops  near  Fredericksburg,  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city.  General  i 
Jackson  has  been  moved  to  General  Edward  Johnson,  and  General 
Ewell  has  been  called  by  him  to  Swift  Eun  Gap.  General  Anderson  is 
on  the  Massaponax  Hills,  south  of  Fredericksburg. 

The  enemy  is  in  front  of  each  of  these  divisions,  and  reported  to  be  in 
greater  strength  than  either.  That  opposite  Fredericksburg,  by  last  ' 
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accounts  from  General  Anderson,  api)roaclies  40,000.  Probably  it  is 
i the  whole  of  McDowelFs  column,  and  I hope  exaggerated. 

As  our  troops  recede  the  enemy  will  naturally  follow.  Toward  what 
point  in  the  vicinity  of  liichmond  do  you  desire  them  to  concentrate  ? 

General  Huger  has  left  Norfolk,  and  I presume  the  enemy  is  in  it. 
t General  Holmes  at  Goldsborough.  A brigade  from  Generals  Holmes 
and  Huger  has  been  drawn  into  Virginia  to  strengthen  the  army  on  the 
i Rappahannock.  It  is  in  this  way  that  General  Anderson  becomes 
I the  commanding  general  at  Fredericksburg.  I will  forward  him  any 
1 directions  you  may  have  for  his  guidance  and  for  the  other  divisions  of 
j your  army.  If  General  Anderson  retires  south  of  the  junction  of  the 
i Central  and  Fredericksburg  Railroad  it  will  interrupt  the  railroad  com- 
i m unication  with  Generals  Jackson  and  Ewell,  and  from  the  tenor  of 
your  letter  it  may  be  necessary  for  him  to  come  nearer  this  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  EEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Viroinia, 
Near  Cross-Roads,  May  12,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

General  : General  Johnston  desires  that  you  inquire  into  the  in- 
closed report,  taken  from  the  New  'i  ork  Herald,  to  ascertain  if  there  is 
any  truth  in  the  statement,  to  find  out  if  there  were  any  torpedoes 
ifiaced,  and,  if  so,  when,  where,  and  by  whom.* 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — The  works  where  the  enemy  say  the  torpedoes  were  placed 
were  those  at  York  town. 


[luclosare.] 

TORPEDOES. 

[Extract  from  General  McClellan’s  report.] 

The  rebels  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  murderous  and  barbarous 
conduct  in  placing  torpedoes  within  the  abandoned  works  near  wells 
and  springs,  and  near  flag  staffs,  magazines,  and  telegraph  offices,  in 
carpet-bags,  barrels  of  flour,  &c. 

We  have  not  lost  many  men  in  this  manner — some  4 or  5 killed  and 
perhajis  a dozen  wounded.  I shall  make  the  prisoners  move  them  at 
their  own  peril. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Ya.,  May  12,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Pemberton, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Charleston,  S.  C.: 

General:  I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that  such  is  the 
pressure  in  Virginia  that  it  has  become  necessary  to  concentrate  our 

•These  ph,pers  were  sent  to  Major-General  Hill;  were  referred  by  him  to  Brigadier- 
General  Rains,  and  were  answered  under  date  of  May  14.  See  also  Sorrel  to  Rains, 
May  11. 
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forces  as  much  as  possible,  in  order  to  be  enabled  successfully  to  meet 
the  heavy  columns  of  the  enemy  in  their  attempt  to  advance  on  Eich- 
mond,  and  it  may  be  necesssary  to  draw  still  further  from  your  com- 
mand for  the  purpose  of  re-enforcing  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
You  are  desired,  therefore,  to  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  send  on  an- 
other brigade  from  the  troops  of  your  command,  should  it  be  required. 

I am^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Petersburg,  Ya.,  May  12, 1862. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

There  are  several  schooners  here  belonging  to  private  individuals. 
May  I fill  them  with  rock  and  sink  them  in  the  river? 

By  sinking  these  vessels  it  will  greatly  aid  in  obstructing  the  river. 

WM.  TUENBIJLL, 

Government  Agent. 


Eichmond,  May  13,  1862. 

William  Turnbull,  Peter  slur g : 

Whatever  is  required  by  the  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  obstruct- 
ing the  river  may  be  taken,  but  it  will  create  confusion  if  other  persons 
undertake  to  make  obstructions. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  May  13,  1862. 

His  Excellency  Henry  T.  Clark, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina.,  Raleigh: 

Governor  : The  necessity  for  re-enforcements  to  General  John  stones 
army  is  so  great  as  to  render  it  necessary,  I fear,  to  withdraw  more 
troops  from  your  State.  I therefore  respectfully  urge  upon  Your  Excel- 
lency the  great  importance  of  sending  to  General  Holmes  your  new 
regiments  to  replace  troops  that  may  be  withdrawn  from  him.  It  is 
with  extreme  reluctance,  I assure  Your  Excellency,  that  further  drafts 
will  be  made  upon  the  army  under  General  Holmes ; but  I believe  the 
surest  way  to  protect  North  Carolina  from  invasion  is  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  Virginia.  The  President  has  determined  to  appoint  General  Mar- 
tin and  Colonel  Clingman  brigadier-generals  in  the  Confederate  service, 
which  he  hopes  will  be  pleasing  to  Your  Excellency  and  the  troops  of 
your  State. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  BEE, 
General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  May  13,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding.,  the..  New  Kent  Court-House : 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  to-day  by  Major  Cole  in 
reference  to  the  supply  of  provisions  for  your  army  in  the  event  of 
Eichmond  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  It  has  been  the  policy 
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lot  to  keep  in  depot  here  more  than  ten  days^  supply  for  100,000  men.  That 
s about  the  quantity  here  at  this  time.  Depots  have  been  formed  at 
Oanville,  Charlotte,  Atlanta,  &c.,  on  the  Southern  roads.  Supplies  are 
ilso  placed  at  Gordon sville,  Charlottesville,  Lynchburg,  &c.  No  great 
lupply  has  been  placed  at  Staunton,  as  it  was  thought  that  place  was 
n jeopardy  from  the  movement  of  the  enemy  up  the  Shenandoah  Yal- 
ey.  There  is  a large  supply  of  bacon  at  Lynchburg,  and  the  Commis- 
;ary-General  calculates  upon  receiving  about  10,000  head  of  cattle  from 
,he  country  now  covered  by  Jackson  and  Ewell. 

In  reference  to  the  provisions  in  this  city,  they  can  be  removed  out 
>f  the  reach  of  the  shots  from  the  enemy^s  gunboats  for  the  immediate 
ise  of  your  army,  and  the  only  question  is  as  to  the  best  points.  I 
lave  proposed  to  the  Commissary-General  to  send  a portion  to  Ashland 
md  the  Louisa  Junction,  on  the  north  side  of  James  Eiver,  and  to 
Eirkeville,  the  intersection  of  the  Danville  and  Southside  Eailroads, 
outh  of  James  Eiver.  Would  Hanover  Court-House  or  a nearer  point 
tn  the  Central  Eailroad  be  convenient  to  you  and  some  point  on  the 
Richmond  and  York  Eiver  Eailroad  this  side  of  the  Chickahominy  ? 

I I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


I Eichmond,  Ya.,  May  13,  1862 — 9 p.  m. 

ixeneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston  : 

! Dear  General  : I have  been  in  conference  several  hours  with  the 
l^resident.  General  Lee,  and  Colonel  Northrop,  and  although  I have 
[lOt  succeeded  in  procuring  much  information,  yet  I conclude  to  send 
i'ou  a courier  and  give  such  information  as  they  furnished. 

! There  is  ten  days^  rations  now  in  Eichmond  for  about  70,000  men. 
jle  proposes  to  send  off  at  once  to  Burke ville  Junction,  Southside 
|nd  Danville  roads,  and  Ashland,  on  Fredericksburg  road,  a part  of  this 
iupidy.  He  has  at  Lynchburg  5,000,000  of  rations  that  can  be  placed 
jt  any  point  on  either  side  of  James  Eiver  south  and  west  of  Eich- 
liond  as  fast  as  cars  can  take  it.  He  expects  to  get  10,000  head  of 
nttle  from  the  valley  division  within  our  reach  very  soon.  In  fine,  he 
ays  that  there  is  no  trouble  about  feeding  your  army  for  ninety  days, 
I you  will  indicate  where  your  line  will  be  south  and  west  of  Eichmond 
1 case  we  should  be  forced  to  give  up  the  city. 

Colonel  Northrop  don’t  know  anything  about  the  supply  about  Staun- 
3n.  Ewell  and  Jackson  are  supplied  from  the  country  about  them. 

1 n addition  to  your  army,  he  says  20,000  rations  are  issued  here.  The 
rmy  south  of  James  Eiver  does  not  draw  from  here,  and  wiU  not  at 
resent,  provided  they  saved  the  supply  at  Norfolk. 

Colonel  Northrop  insists,  if  you  can  reoccupy  Northern  Yirginia  and 
he  Potomac  about  Loudoun,  that  100,000  men  can  be  supplied  from  that 
ountry.  This  I doubt. 

I am  to  talk  with  the  flour  and  bacon  merchants  to-night,  and  wiU  be 
ble  to  give  you  better  data  to-morrow.  I will  follow  the  thing  up, 
Ithough  I find  Colonel  Northrop  very  much  disinclined  to  give  infor- 
lation  5 he  seems  to  consider  it  his  patent  article. 

The  gunboats  (five)  were  at  City  Point  at  11  a.  m.  to-day,  making 
oundings  and  surveying. 

In  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  COLE, 

Major j C.  S.  P,  A, 
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P.  S. — The  sick  and  stra^^glers,  without  passes  and  with  their  arnn 
come  in  large  numbers  daily  to  the  city  by  the  railroad  trains.  N 
guard  at  either  end  and  no  officer  on  the  trains.  Trains  make  thre 
trii)s  each  way  daily. 

They  insist  on  your  saying  where  you  propose  taking  up  your  lin 
in  case  Richmond  falls.  If  you  choose  to  tell  them,  send  me  a courie 
early  in  the  morning,  with  such  information  as  you  think  proj)er. 

Yours, 

A.  H.  COLE. 


Engineer  Bureau, 

Richmond^  May  13,  1862. 

General  Huger,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

Captain  Blackford  leaves  to  night  for  Mill  Rock  to  post  sharpshootei 
from  that  point  (on  the  south  side  of  the  James  River)  to  the  obstrm 
tions.  Capt.  John  J.  Clarke, at  Chaffiffis  Bluff  (north  side  of  river),  wi 
post  below  that  point.  Major  Stevens  will  direct  the  whole. 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer  Bureau, 


Engineer  Bureau, 

Richmond,  May  13,  1862. 

Lieut.  Charles  P.  Mason, 

Provisional  Engineer  Corps,  Drewry^s  Bluff: 

Dear  Sir  : Capt.  William  Blackford  has  been  directed  to  post  shar] 
shooters  below  you  on  the  right  bank  of  James  River.  Extend  1 
him  every  facility  consistent  with  a due  regard  to  your  own  wori 
He  may  have  need  for  a few  tools  for  rifle  pits;  if  so,  let  him  ha^ 
them,  if  possible.  Some  rifle  pits  at  Drewry’s  would  also  be  advisabl 
Major  Stevens,  of  the  Confederate  Engineer  Corps,  will  take  charge  < 
the  whole  defense  in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer  Bureau, 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  14, 1862. 

General  B.  Huger,  Petersburg,  Ya, : 

Send  immediately  General  Mahone,  with  his  brigade,  or  part  of  it,  i 
Drewry’s  Bluff*.  Let  him  land  at  ProctoFs  Creek,  on  the  Petersbui 
Railroad. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  General  J.  E.  Johnsto: 
commanding,  &c. 

By  order  of  General  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  i 
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Eichmond,  Va.,  May  14, 1862. 

Major-General  Huger,  Petersburg: 

The  President  wishes  j'Ou  to  have  four  companies  of  light  troops  at 
Drewry’s  Bluff  at  daylight.  Yon  will  send  them  by  special  train,  and 
they  must  leave  the  railroad  near  Drewry^s  house  about  miles  from 
Dre wry’s  Bluff.  They  will  act  as  a covering  force  for  the  battery, 
under  the  command  of  the  senior  officer  of  the  army  present. 

You  will  send  General  Mahone’s  brigade  to  the  same  point  as  soon 
as  practicable,  and  he  will  assume  the  command  on  his  arrival  there. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  ^Yar, 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A,, 

^ Richmond^  Fa.,  May  14,  1862. 

Major-General  Huger, 

Petersburg^  Fa.; 

General  : Presuming  from  your  telegraph  to  Captain  Eives  this 
. evening  that  you  have  not  received  General  Lee’s  telegram  ordering 
you  to  send  General  Mahone’s  brigade  to  Drewry’s  Bluff',  1 send  Captain 
Blackford,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  to  conduct  the  brigade  to  its  destina- 
tion.  You  will  send  it  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  direct  General  Ma- 
hone  to  assume  the  command  of  the  post.  He  will  find  Captain  Far- 
rand,  of  the  i^avy,  in  charge  of  the  battery  and  the  obstruction.  The 
President  wishes  General  Mahone  to  supmintend  the  engineering  opera- 
itions  and  to  cover  the  battery  with  his  brigade.  He  will  have  an 
engineer  officer  assigned  to  his  command,  and  will  cause  the  obstruc- 
ition  to  be  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  the  deposit  of  loose  stone. 

I He  will  have  the  guns  mounted  and  the  ba  tteries  casemated.  You  will 
I send  on  in  advance  of  the  brigade  four  companies  of  light  troops,  who 
I will  report  to  the  Army  officer  present,  and  be  employed  in  covering  the 
I battery  and  as  sharpshooters  on  the  bluff.  These  are  the  troops  of 
i which  General  Lee  spoke  to  you,  and  which  we  hoped  would  be  in  posi- 
tion last  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  EAKDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  iToRTHERN  Virginia, 
Cross-Roads^  Neio  Kent  County^  May  14,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

Sir  : The  cavalry  force  of  this  army  is  inadequate — entirely  out  of 
proportion  to  the  other  arms  of  the  service. 

1 am  informed  that  there  are  many  bodies  of  cavalry  in  Virginia  un- 
der your  control.  If  so,  I beg  that  they  may  be  assigned  here,  as  it  is 
certain  that  their  services  cannot  be  more  valuable  elsewhere.  It  is 
said  that  there  are  several  of  these  bodies  of  cavalry  at  or  near  Eich- 
mond. 

I solicit  your  earliest  attention  to  this  matter,  as  time  is  all  important 
to  us  now. 

Most  respectfully,  your  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTONT, 

General, 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  May  14,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  &c.: 

General  ; I have  received  your  letter  of  this  morning,  and  agree 
ably  with  your  request  I have  directed  General  Winder  to  have  a guard 
stationed  at  the  railroad  depot  to  arrest  stragglers  from  your  army.  ] 
have  also  ordered  Colonel  W alton  to  proceed  with  his  artillery  to  re 
port  to  you,  with  the  exception  of  one  battery,  which  was  stationed  or 
yesterday  at  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  to  resist  the  ascent  of  the  enemy’s  boats 
or  at  least  to  annoy  them. 

As  soon  as  I can  replace  the  battery  of  Colonel  Walton’s  command 
I will  order  it  to  join  him. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Camp  Eear  Guard,  May  14, 1862. 

Major-General  Hill, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General  : Yours  of  yesterday  is  acknowledged,*  and  in  answer  ] 
beg  leave  to  recall  to  your  mind  that  my  command  was  the  first  to  leav< 
Yorktown  by  your  order,  and  consequently  I know  nothing  of  the  loca 
tion  of  torpedoes  ” at  the  places  mentioned,  nor  do  I believe  it,  a< 
wells  or  springs  of  water,  barrels  of  flour,  carpet-bags,  &c.,  are  placet 
incompatible  with  the  invention. 

That  invention  is  strictly  mine,  as  well  as  the  essential  parts  of  Colt’i 
weapons,  for  the  use  of  which  I have  never  been  called  to  account. 

If  it  be  required  to  know  what  use  I have  made  of  the  invention, ! 
answer  I commanded  at  Yorktown  for  the  last  seven  months,  and  whei 
General  McClellan  approached  with  his  army  of  100,000  men  an( 
opened  his  cannon  upon  us  I had  but  2,500  in  garrison,  and  our  whoL 
Army  of  the  Peninsula,  under  Major-General  Magruder,  amounted  t< 
but  9,300  effective  men:  then,  at  a salient  angle,  an  accessible  point  o 
our  works,  as  part  of  the  defenses  thereof,  I had  the  land  mined  will 
the  weapons  alluded  to,  to  destroy  assailants  and  prevent  escalade 
Subsequently,  with  a similar  view,  they  were  placed  at  spots  1 neve 
saw. 

And,  again,  when  at  Williamsburg  we  were  ordered  to  turn  upoi 
our  assailants  and  combat  them,  which  we  did  successfully,  most  of  ui’ 
without  food  for  forty-eight  hours,  having  stood  all  night  in  the  rail 
without  fire  or  light,  the  second  of  our  vigils,  cold  and  drenched  to  th 
skin,  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  to  the  rear  by  order,  aod  when  phys; 
ical  endurance  had  been  taxed  to  the  utmost,  at  a place  of  mud  slushes 
where  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  fight  or  bring  a single  cannon  to  bear 
some  6 or  7 miles  this  side  of  Williamsburg,  my  command  forming  th 
rear  guard  of  the  army,  and  the  enemy  advancing  upon  our  wearie( 
and  scattered' troops,  firing  his  cannon  along  the  road,  some  four  smal 
shells,  found  abandoned  by  our  artillery,  were  hastily  prepared  by  m; 
efforts  and  put  in  the  road  near  a tree  felled  across,  mainly  to  have  i 
moral  effect  in  checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy  (for  they  were  to* 
small  to  do  more)  to  save  our  sick,  wounded,  and  enfeebled,  who  strag 
gled  in  our  rear. 


See  Mason  to  Hill,  May  12, 1862,  p.  511. 


HAP.  xxni.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  517 

Finally,  I conclude  by  stating  that  the  enemy vessels  appoached 
'’orktowh  April  6,  1862,  and  without  a word  of  warning  to  innocent 
mmen  and  children,  as  at  New  Berne,  N.  0.,  my  native  place,  they 
ommenced  to  pitch  into  the  town,  at  a distance  of  4 miles,  entirely  be- 
ond  the  range  of  our  guns,  massive  beams  of  iron  18  inches  long  and 
normous  shells  (which  they  continued  for  a month),  both  by  day  and 
ven  at  the  hour  of  midnight,  bursting  with  awful  noise  and  scattering 
leir  death-dealing  fragments  among  the  innocent  and  unoffending, 
endish  acts  unknown  among  civilized  nations,  reversing  the  scriptural 
3xt  that  it  is  better  for  ninety-nine  guilty  persons  to  escape  than  for 
ne  innocent  to  suffer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  EAINS, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Brigade^  Bear  Guard,, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  14,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 

reneral  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I have  just  heard  from  the  general  that  there  are  strong 
idications  of  a movement  around  our  left,  and  that  to-night.  Be  pre- 
ared  to  hear  it  early  in  the  morning  j though  the  general  writes,  at  the 
ime  time  he  thinks  that  the  enemy  will  not  risk  a battle  now  that  the 
ames  Eiver  is  opened  to  their  gunboats.  The  fight,  it  is  thought,  will 
e a great  thing  for  us. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Major- General j Commanding, 

The  general  wants  your  division  to  cross  the  river  at  Turner’s  Bridge, 
our  wagons  had  better  go  on  as  they  now  are  and  camp  as  before 
irected. 

There  are  plenty  of  rations  at  the  Dispatch  Station.  We  will  not 
[•OSS,  of  course,  if  the  battle  may  be. 

J.  L. 


Eichmond,  May  14,  1862. 

ROVOST-Marshal,  Petersburg : 

You  will  afford  the  owners  of  negroes  who  desire  to  remove  them  on 
le  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  are  obstructed  by  the  persons  to  whom 
ley  are  hired,  such  facilities  as  they  would  have  if  martial  law  had 
ot  been  declared,  and  you  may  consult  counsel  on  the  subject. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Eichmond,  May  14,  1862. 

William  Pannill, 

Provost-Marshal^  Petersburg : 

Permit  the  owners  of  every  kind  of  property  to  remove  it  to  places  of 
ifety,  if  they  desire  to  do  so. 


G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Eichmond,  May  14,  1862. 

William  T.  Joynes,  Esq.,  Petersburg: 

In  the  present  state  of  affairs  I think  it  would  be  wholly  unjustifia- 
ble to  impede  the  transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war  for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  removal  of  private  ])roperty, 

G.  W.  KANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  May  15,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Mahone, 

Commanding^  &c.^  Dr e wry's  Bluff : 

General  : Orders  were  issued  on  yesterday  for  your  command  to 
move  to  the  south  side  of  James  Eiver,  in  the  vicinity  of  Dre wry’s  Bluff. 
It  is  desired  that  you  at  once  take  charge  of  the  river  defenses  at  that 
point,  and  make  such  use  of  your  troops  and  resources  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  prevent  the  ascent  of  the  river  by  the  gunboats  of  the  ' 
enemy.  The  work  of  obstructing  the  river  should  be  i^rosecuted  with 
ceaseless  vigor  and  the  batteries  pushed  forward  to  completion  with 
all  possible  dispatch.  Commander  Farrand,  of  the  Navy,  has  the  river  I 
obstruction  under  his  immediate  command,  and  will  man  and  fight  cer-  i 
tain  guns  as  far  as  the  naval  force  will  permit.  Oapt.  T.  J.  Page,  of 
the  Navy,  is  engaged  ujion  the  obstructions,  &c.,  at  Warwick  Bar. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  harmonize  these  several  operations  and  t© 
give  vigor  and  energy  to  the  whole.  You  will  draw  such  working 
parties  from  your  brigade  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  uninterrui)ted 
prosecution  of  the  works  ; and  should  additional  force  for  manning  the 
heavy  guns  be  required,  it  is  suggested  that  the  company  “ United  Ar- 
tillery,” under  Cai)tain  Kevill,  be  devoted  to  this  purpose. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  May  15,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 


General  : There  is  no  official  information  from  Drewry’s  Bluff  since 
the  opening  of  the  fight  this  morning.  The  report  given  me  by  Captain 
Zimmer,  who  is  connected  with  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  who 
was  present,  is  to  the  effect  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  bad  j 
that  we  had  set  the  Galena  on  fire  (trifling,  I sui)pose)  j that  the  boats 
liad  dropped  down  the  river  (how  far  he  did  not  say),  and  that  at  times 
the  tire  from  the  bombs  by  our  infantry  was  pretty  brisk,  though  with 
what  effect  it  is  not  stated. 

General  Lee  has  gone  down  the  river  again  this  morning.  I will 
avail  myself  of  this  opimrtunity  to  disavow  any  intentional  breach  of 
military  etiquette  in  the  letters  forwarded  you  from  this  office  some  days 
since,  written  for  General  Lee’s  signature,  and  signed  informally  by  me 
in  his  absence.  I trust  his  exj)lanation  was  satisfactory  to  you. 

I do  not  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  Captain  Zimmer’s  statement, 
though  he  is  reliable,”  and  the  city  credits  the  rei)orts. 

Most  respectfully,  &c., 


W.  H.  TAYLOE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  with  General  Lee, 
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Headquarters, 
Eicimondy  Va.y  May  15,  1862. 

eiieral  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  information  the  fol- 
iwing  copy  of  a dispatch  just  received  from  Major-General  Ewell, 
ated  Swift  Eun  Gap,  May  14,  1862: 

Under  instiuctions  from  General  Jackson  I am  moving  down  the  valley.  I have 
d<n  ed  part  of  the  forces  to  cross  the  ridge  via  Madison  Court-House  and  FishePs 

ip. 

General  Mahone,  who  is  in  command  at  Hre wry’s  Bluff,  where  he 
as  most  of  his  brigade,  reports  that  the  enemy’s  gunboats  oitened  on 
le  batteries  on  the  river  this  morning  at  8 o’clock.  Only  the  two  iron 
aats  engaged.  Eo  one  exposed  and  no  chance  for  sharpshooters.  No 
gns  of  landing. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Headquarters, 
Eichmondy  Va.y  May  16,  1862. 

eneral  B.  Huger, 

PetershurQy  Va. : 

General:  I have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  reporting 
le  execution  of  the  orders  relative  to  the  movement  of  General  Ma- 
ine’s brigade,  &c.  As  regards  your  request  to  have  officers  acquainted 
ith  the  localities  sent  you,  I know  of  none  except  the  engineer  officers 
mt  by  Captain  Eives,  and  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  topogra- 
liy  of  the  country  along  the  river.  You  can  emxiloy  local  guides,  who 
ould  be  able  to  render  you  material  assistance  in  becoming  acquainted 
ith  the  roads,  localities,  &c. 

I In  my  telegram  of  yesterday,  in  reply  to  yours  relative  to  the  de- 
ruction of  the  wharf  and  warehouse  at  City  Point,  I intended  to  con- 
3y  the  idea  that  the  property  should  be  destroyed  if  it  was  of  a 
laracter  to  be  useful  to  the  enemy.  Not  being  on  the  spot,  and  hav- 
ig  no  knowledge  of  either  wharf  or  warehouse,  I left  it  to  your  judg- 
lent  to  decide  of  the  advisability  of  the  step  jiroposed. 

Cavalry  is  very  much  needed  with  General  Johnston.  I desire  you 
► send  the  four  comiianies  formerly  of  the  Wise  Legion,  and  recently 
ationed  at  Murfreesborougb,  to  join  their  regiment,  under  Colonel  Da- 
is, as  soon  as  practicable. 

I would  suggest  that  a battery  of  light  artillery  be  placed  at  Mill 
ock  to  opx)ose  the  ascent  of  the  river  by  the  enemy’s  transx)orts.  It 
IS  been  rex)orted  that  this  bluff*  might  be  blasted,  so  as  to  obstruct 
le  channel ; please  examine  into  feasibility  of  this  stex>.  If  x>ractica- 
Ic,  it  might  be  blasted  so  as  to  crush  the  boats  in  x>assing  or  after 
leir  x)assage,  so  as  to  shut  them  in. 

I am,  very  resx>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Eichmondy  Va.y  May  16,  1862. 

[aj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commandingy  dx.  : 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  this  morning.  As  regards 
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the  future  movements  of  the  enemy,  it  is  impossible  to  divine  which 
plan  of  attack  he  will  adopt.  I presume,  however,  he  will  avail  him- 
self of  the  river  as  far  up  as  possible.  He  may  come  beyond  City 
Point ; he  may  go  to  Port  Walthall.  It  would  appear  advisable,  there- 
fore, that  you  keep  your  command  light  and  movable,  so  as  to  move 
with  celerity  to  any  point  he  may  select.  The  river  should  be  well 
picketed  by  trusty  men,  to  keep  you  advised  of  any  movement  up  the 
river  by  the  boats  and  transports  of  the  enemy.  I think  the  Black- 
water  too  far  removed  for  you  to  keep  a force  stationed  there  5 it  would 
be  in  constant  danger  of  being  cut  off  and  too  remote  to  be  relieved. 

I expect  the  reports  in  Colonel  Tomlin’s  letter  are  much  exaggerated. 
They  cannot  have  the  tremendous  force  which  they  are  represented  to 
have  everywhere.  If  they  are  in  such  strength  along  the  Norfolk  road 
they  cannot  come  in  the  same  strength  up  the  river.  Any  considerable 
force  that  may  advance  from  Norfolk  must  diminish  the  army  on  the 
Peninsula.  This  McClellan  is  not  likely  to  do,  for  he  is  even  now  calling 
for  re-enforcements. 

In  retiring  along  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Eailroad  it  should  be 
so  destroyed  as  to  prevent  its  use  by  the  enemy.  So  far  as  I can  learn 
the  road  is  almost  intact.  The  stone  piers  of  the  bridges  should  be  de- 
stroyed as  well  as  the  bridges  themselves.  If  you  find  that  the  enemy 
is  coming  up  the  river,  it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  retire  in  this  di- 
rection, so  as  to  take  a part  in  the  contest  which  must  take  place  near 
Eichmond.  It  is  advisable  that  you  make  all  arrangements  in  view  of 
this  contingency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

GeneraL 


Headquarters, 
Eichmond^  Fu.,  May  16,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  &c.: 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  15th  instant.*  The  letter 
to  General  Huger  which  you  forwarded  through  me  has  never  been  re- 
ceived. As  I informed  you  on  yesterday,  he  had  been  previously 
directed  to  send  a brigade  to  the  vicinity  of  the  batteries  and  obstruc- 
tions on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  Colonel  Stuart,  with  the  Fifty- 
sixth  Virginia  Eegiment,  also  a battery  of  light  artillery  and  the  30- 
pounder  rifled  gun  (served  by  Captain  Dabney’s  company),  is  on  this 
side. 

I inclose  you  General  Mahone’s  report  of  the  engagement  yesterday 
with  enemy’s  boats. f General  Huger  wrote  me  yesterday  that  he  ex- 
pected Blanchard’s  and  Armistead’s  brigades  in  Petersburg  last  even- 
ing. There  is  no  force  in  this  city,  as  you  seem  to  infer  from  my  letter 
on  the  subject  of  subsistence. 

I have  requested  that  Major  Blair,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence, 
be  reassigned  to  duty  with  your  army. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


*Not  foimcl. 

t Not  found.  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XI,  Part  I,  p.  636. 
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P.  S. — I sent  you  on  yesterday  the  latest  information  from  Generals 
Jackson  and  Ewell.  I presume  it  was  received  by  you  subsequently  to 
the  writing  of  your  letter. 


i Headquarters, 

Richmond^  Fu.,  May  16,  1862. 

; General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

■ Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General  : In  reply  to  that  portion  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date* 
{ relating  to  the  works  for  the  defense  of  James  Eiver,  I will  state  that 
j the  redoubt  at  Dre wry’s  Bluff  is  armed  with  seven  of  our  heaviest  guns, 
well  posted,  but  not  as  perfectly  protected  as  designed,  for  want  of  time! 
I The  work,  however,  is  progressing,  and  I presume  we  shall  have  a few 
i days  before  the  return  of  the  enemy,  which,  if  properly  improved,  much 
i|  may  be  accomplished.  To  insure  this  I was  obliged  to  halt  General 
iMahone’s  brigade,  or  at  least  that  portion  of  it  with  him,  at  Drewry’s 
i Bluff,  place  him  in  command,  and  difect  him  to  push  the  work  with  vigor. 
I The  laborers,  mechanics,  and  companies  of  unorganized  regiments  left  at 
I the  first  shot  day  before  yesterday,  and  could  not  be  controlled  by  the 
: Navy  5 neither  could  proper  scouts  or  vedettes  be  kept  on  the  river  to 
I report  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  which  gave  rise  to  innumerable 
j alarms  and  exaggerated  reports. 

The  obstruction  of  the  channel  of  the  river  also  is  progressing,  but 
I not  satisfactorily.  On  this  side  of  the  river  a battery  is  under  construc- 
jtion  by  Major  Stevens  at  Warwick  Bar,  where  a second  line  or  barrier 
!has  been  commenced  by  sinking  boats.  Two  guns  are  designed  for 
this  position.  Major  Stevens  also  projects  a three-gun  battery  on  the 
Heft  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  Drewry’s,  to  unite  with  the  battery  at 
that  point.  Chaffin’s  Blufi‘,  on  the  left,  about  2 miles  below,  is  occupied 
by  Colonel  Stuart’s  Yirginia  regiment,  the  rifled  32-pounder,  and  a 
light  battery.  I have  supposed  if  your  army  took  a position  so  near 
this  city  its  right  would  rest  in  that  vicinity.  You  will  see  by  the  re- 
ports of  yesterday’s  fight  that  the  enemy  were  driven  back  by  batteries, 
with  supposed  damage. 

I telegraphed  to  you  yesterday  that  Major  Stevens  desired  the  services 
of  Captain  Douglas,  engineer  on  General  Magruder’s  staff,  and  a Mr. 
Douglass,  a builder,  if  he  could  be  spared  by  you. 

1 am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters,  May  16,  1862. 

General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : Please  have  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  a 
moment’s  warning.  Your  train  had  better  stretch  out  at  once.  My 
division  is  to  take  position  at  Drewry’s  Bluff — sharpshooters  against 
igunboats.  Your  division  will  be  posted  on  this  road,  and  about  6 miles 
out  from  Eichmond. 

If  you  can  send  me  a staff  officer  I will  endeavor  to  point  out  your 
position  in  such  a way  as  to  get  your  troops  and  wagons  on  the  same 


Not  found. 
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side  of  the  river  at  least.  You  had  better  send  two,  if  you  cau  spare 
them,  or  a couTier  with  your  officer  to  guide  you  to  the  place.  My  di- 
vision will  move  in  front  of  the  wagons  and  go  on  to  its  position.  Yours 
will  have  [to]  come  behind  your  wagons,  and  will  find  its  position  by 
the  guide  that  you  will  send  to  me. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  May  IG,  1862. 

General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I have  no  rations  that  I know  of ; will  endeavor  to  get 
some  for  you  as  soon  as  possible.  Rations  were  to  spare,  you  know, 
yesterday.  I believe  I showed  you  the  general’s  note  in  which  he  said 
that  the  delay  was  on  account  of  the  surplus  rations  at  the  station.  If 
I can  get  them,  where  will  you  have  them  ? Where  you  now  are  or  at 
the  i)lace  you  expect  to  be  ? In  the  mean  time  make  your  own  commis- 
sary take  care  to  look  out  for  you.  It  is  as  much  as  my  commissary 
can  do  to  look  out  for  this  division.  I have  no  extra  man  for  that  serv- 
ice^ and  yours  should  be  as  able  to  take  care  of  you  as  mine. 

I consider  that  you  are  only  under  my  command  for  the  purx>oses  of 
the  march  and  battle  and  its  aiipendages,  such  as  guards. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Major- General j Commanding. 

Rations  for  a day  will  be  sent  you,  my  commissary  says,  and  reach 
you  by  9 o’clock. 


Headquarters, 
Eichmond,  Va.,  May  IG,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Mahone, 

Commanding^  &c,  : 

General  : On  the  12th  instant  eight  companies  of  heavy  artillery 
were  sent  to  Drewry’s  Bluff  and  Chaffin’s  Bluff  to  assist  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  batteries  being  erected  on  James  River  at  those  points.  The 
comi)anies  were  those  of  Captains  Bowyer,  Delaney,  Price,  Sale,  Jones, 
Bailey,  Pierce,  and  Patterson.  In  consideration  of  the  i)resence  of 
your  brigade  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  laborers  since  that  time, 
they  are  regarded  as  no  longer  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  in  question ; and  as  they  were  about  being  organized  with  others 
into  a regiment  of  infantry,  I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that 
he  desires  you  to  order  them  to  report  to  the  commanding  oflicer  at 
Camj)  Lee,  near  this  city,  that  they  may  complete  their  organization 
and  equipment. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Ya.^  May  17,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding j (&c.  : 

' General  : I had  the  honor  to  reply  yesterday  to  that  portion  of  your 
letter  of  the  15th  instant  relating  to  the  works  and  obstructions  for 
the  defense  of  James  River.  In  relation  to  the  information  brought  by 
your  scouts  of  the  position  of  the  Federal  army  and  your  impression 
that  General  McClellan  may  place  his  troops  in  communication  with 
the  fleet  on  James  River,  I think  there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  your  views  on  this  latter  point.  It  is  evidently  now  his  best 
policy  to  do  so,  and  it  is  fair  for  us  to  conclude  that  his  operations  in 
front  of  Yorktown  will  be  re-enacted  in  front  of  the  obstructions  on 
James  River,  unless  you  can  prevent  it.  Will  it  be  possible  for  you  to 
strike  him  a successful  blow  in  the  passage  of  his  army  to  James  River 
and  before  he  can  have  the  co-operation  of  his  gunboats  ? Should  his 
course  to  James  River  be  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohickahomiuy  this 
iwill  be  difficult,  but  should  his  march  be  across  the  Chickahominy  his 
ipassage  between  that  river  and  the  James  may  furnish  you  the  oppor- 
tunity. 

Although  I have  little  doubt  but  that  you  have  already  considered 
.Ithis  subject,  your  attention  is  now  invited  to  it.  By  direction  of  the  Pres- 
ident I am  endeavoring  to  organize  and  arm  the  companies  of  heavy  ar- 
tillery that  have  been  serving  at  the  diflerent  batteries  on  the  Peninsula 
(at  Norfolk),  and  expect  to  form  two  regiments.  The  companies  of  one 
are  now  with  General  Huger ; of  the  other  in  this  city.  The  latter,  with 
all  iJie  other  companies  that  can  be  armed,  will  be  ordered  down  to  you 
as  soon  as  possible. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  May  17,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  <kc.  ; 

General:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th,  stating  your  great 
need  of  cavalry,  I have  the  honor  to  say  that  four  comi)anies  with  the 
army  under  General  Huger,  and  belonging  to  Colonel  Davis’  regiment, 
with  you,  have  been  ordered  to  join  it.  There  are  organized  coini)anies 
iof  cavalry  in  Virginia,  but  are  entirely  unarmed  and  poorly  equipped. 
Efibrts  have  been  and  are  being  made  to  prepare  them  for  the  held, 
land,  if  they  can  be  got  ready  for  the  service,  will  be  ordered  to  you. 
Most  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  17,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

, General  : This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  my  aide.  Colonel  Lee,  who 
is  sent  to  communicate  fully  to  you  the  condition  of  the  works  on  James 
River  and  the  positions  and  forces  on  the  south  side  of  it.  He  will  give 
you  the  details  of  the  attack  by  the  gunboats.  Since  their  repulse  a 
better  spirit  prevails  here,  and  we  shall  no  doubt  have  some  eflective 
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' partisans  from  the  citizens  not  subject  to  enrollment.  There  is  much 
manifestation  of  a determination  that  the  ancient  and  honored  capital 
of  Yirginia,  now  the  seat  of  the  Confederate  Government,  shall  not  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Many  say  rather  let  it  be  a heap  of 
rubbish. 

To  you  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the  defense  must  be  made  outside  of 
the  city.  The  question  is,  where  and  how  If  the  enemy  proceed  as 
heretofore  indicated,  your  position  and  policy,  as  you  stated  it  in  our 
last  interview,  seems  to  me  to  require  no  modification ; but  if,  as  reported 
here,  he  should  change  direction,  and,  leaving  his  boats  on  the  Pamun- 
key,  should  cross  the  Peninsula  to  join  those  on  the  James  Piver,  the 
opportunity  desired  by  you  to  meet  him  on  the  land  will  then  be  af- 
forded. His  boats  can  ascend  some  distance  up  the  Chickahominy, 
and  he  will  probably  move  to  a point  on  that  stream  to  effect  a junction 
there.  This  diminishes  the  space  within  which  his  march  will  be  ex- 
posed to  your  attack,  unless  he  should  cross  the  Chickahominy,  v/hich 
we  can  hardly  hope. 

There  are  disadvantages  to  you  in  operations  below  the  stream,  but 
if  you  must  choose  between  that  plan  and  one  which  gives  the  enemy 
the  co-operation  of  his  river  transports  and  gunboats,  it  would  seem 
that  the  balance  would  be  on  the  side  of  the  former. 

As  on  all  former  occasions,  my  design  is  to  suggest,  not  to  direct, 
recognizing  the  impossibility  of  any  one  to  decide  in  advance ; and  re- 
posing confidently  as  well  on  your  ability  as  your  zeal,  it  is  my  wish  to 
leave  you  with  the  fullest  powers  to  exercise  your  judgment. 

Colonel  Lee  will  communicate  freely  with  you  and  bear  to  me  any 
information  and  reply  which  you  may  intrust  to  him. 

Very  respectfully  and  trulv,  yours, 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  May  17,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding^  (fic.,  Petersburg^  Ya. : 

General  : Your  letters  of  the  16th  instant  have  been  received.*  The 
plan  of  your  operations  will  be  for  the  defense  of  the  Petersburg  and 
Wilmington  Eailroad,  having  in  view  at  the  same  time  the  right  bank 
of  James  Eiver.  With  these  objects  in  view  you  will  exercise  your  own 
judgment  and  discretion.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  thoroughly 
acquaint  yourself  with  the  nature  of  the  country,  &c.,  on  your  line  of 
operations.  It  is  evidently  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  concentrate 
his  forces  on  the  James  Eiver  and  operate  in  conjunction  with  the  gun- 
boats along  the  line  of  the  river.  You  will  watch  closely  his  movements 
on  your  side  of  the  river,  and  oppose  him  to  the  utmost  of  your  ability 
whenever  an  opportunity  occurs.  When  you  are  unable  to  hold  him  in 
check  you  will  withdraw  your  forces,  keeping  them  out  of  danger  of 
being  cut  off  from  your  main  body.  Should  you  be  forced  to  do  so,  you 
will  fill!  back  with  your  whole  force  to  the  battery  and  obstructions  at 
Drewry’s  Bluff,  on  James  Eiver.  It  is  thought  that  you  can  annoy  the 
enemy  greatly  with  shar])shooters  and  light  artillery  as  he  advances  up 
the  riVer,  and  may  possibly  stop  his  transports. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General, 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond j Ya,^  May  17,  1862. 

; General  B.  Huoer, 

Commanding j &c.j  Petersburg^  Ya. : 

General:  Your  letter  of  this  date  is  received.  With  reference  to 
^ that  part  which  relates  to  the  obstruction  of  the  Appomattox  I have 
j to  say,  that  if  you  cannot  obstruct  it  below  Port  Walthall  you  must 
1 select  the  most  favorable  point  above  that  place  for  the  purpose,  and 
' push  the  work  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I have  already  written  to  you 
with  reference  to  the  other  subjects  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E,  LEE, 

General, 


; Circular.]  May  17,  1862. 

The  division  commissary  has  sent  around  notice  that  he  has  rations 
of  bread  for  one  day  and  bacon  for  two  days.  Brigadiers  will  see  that 
all  the  regiments  and  artillery  under  their  command  draw  to-night,  as 
we  are  ordered  by  General  Johnston  to  move  at  daylight  in  the  morning. 

The  near  vicinity  of  the  enemy  requires  that  the  brigades  should  be 
so  disposed  as  to  be  ready  to  resist  a night  attack. 

The  trains  will  move  at  early  dawn.  The  infantry  will  move  when 
the  wagons  are  fairly  out  of  the  way.  The  march  is  not  expected  to 
' be  long,  and  if  those  gentlemen  of  leisure  the  quartermasters  are  made 
to  attend  to  their  duty  the  journey  can  be  performed  without  fatigue. 

By  order — 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General, 


Orders  ) May  17, 1862. 

No.  — . i 

Captain  Armistead  will  take  the  eight  guns  from  Gloucester  up  to 
Richmond  and  report  to  General  Pendleton  or  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  heavy  artillery  battalion  under  Captain  Montague,  including 
the  companies  of  Captains  Bagby,  Otey,  Jordan,  and  his  own,  will  report 
to  General  Rodes  as  a part  of  his  brigade  until  further  orders. 

General  Rodes  will  give  from  this  battalion  such  assistance  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  to  Captain  Armistead  to  drive  his  battery  to 
Riclirnond,  but  not  assistance  enough  to  man  the  guns. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Virginia,  Colonel  Page,  and  all  the  non-conscript 
militia  who  owe  ninety  days’  service  to  the  Confederacy,  are  assigned 
to  the  brigade  of  General  Rodes. 

The  Forty-sixth  Virginia,  Colonel  Richardson,  is  assigned  to  the  bri- 
gade of  General  Featherston. 

The  cavalry,  Major  Douthat,  will  report  directly  to  these  head- 
quarters. 

•Many  of  the  regiments  have  more  wagons  than  allowed  by  law,  and 
our  march  is  rendered  vexatious  and  wearisome  by  the  enormous  train. 
Brigadiers  will  institute  at  once  a rigid  inspection  of  the  wagons  in 
their  brigades  and  send  off  all  the  surplus  (over  seven  to  a regiment) 
to  Richmond  before  noon  to-day. 

By  order — 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General, 
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Headquartees, 
Richmond^  May  18,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  President  to  say  that,  in  locating 
your  troops  in  the  neighborhood  of  Eichmond,  he  requests  you  will 
give  strict  orders  that  the  residences,  inclosures,  gardens,  &c.,  shall  be 
strictly  respected.  Besides  the  individual  injury  that  will  otherwise 
result,  the  feelings  of  the  people,  now  thoroughly  enlisted  in  aid  of  the 
operations  of  the  army,  may  be  alienated  from  it.  . 

He  desires  also  that  private  houses  be  not  taken  for  the  use  of  the! 
army  without  the  consent  of  the  owners  and  to  their  discomfort,  as  it; 
has  been  stated  to  him  in  some  instances  has  been  done,  no  doubt! 
without  your  knowledge.  ! 

As  you  are  now  so  convenient  to  the  city  the  President  wishes  you 
to  confer  with  him  upon  your  future  plans,  and  for  that  purpose  desires 
you  to  see  him  at  his  office. 

Please  say  when  it  will  be  convenient  for  you  to  come  in. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General.  | 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Ya.,  May  19,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  : I inclose  you  an  account  for  stock  and  corn  taken  by  the 
army  during  the  recent  movement  up  the  Peninsula,  and  request  that 
you  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what 
commissary  and  quartermaster  should  settle  it. 

I am  instructed  by  the  President  to  call  your  attention  to  the  habit 
in  which  many  of  the  regiments  have  fallen  of  burning  the  fences  near 
their  encampments  and  bivouacs,  and  I must  request  that  you  will  issue 
orders  requiring  the  983d  paragraph  of  the  Army  Eegulations  to  be 
executed  by  the  quartermasters  of  the  respective  brigades  or  regiments. 
Unless  the  destruction  of  fences  can  be  arrested  it  will  materially  lessen 
the  crop  of  the  State  and  impair  the  power  of  the  Government  to  sub- 
sist the  Army.  In  all  cases  where  injury  is  done  to  the  locality  in  which 
troops  are  encamped  it  will  be  charged  to  the  quartermaster,  unless  he  j 
inspects  the  premises  and  reports  the  regiment  or  company  doing  the 
damage  and  the  extent  of  it,  as  required  by  the  regulations  quoted  ) 
above ; and  in  case  such  report  is  made  the  damage  will  be  deducted  i 
from  the  pay  of  the  parties  inflicting  the  injury.  I desire  that  you  will ! 
make  this  known  in  your  general  orders.  , 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ; 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH,  ^ 
Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  53.  ) May  19,  1862. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  0.  S.  Army,  hav- 
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iii^?  recovered  his  health  and  ggain  reported  for  duty,  will  resume  his 
former  position  as  chief  commissary  of  this  army. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASOI^, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Lee: 


Headquarters, 
Harrison^  Va,,  May  20,  1862. 


General:  I had  the  honor  to  write  you  on  Saturday,  expressing 
the  opinion  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Department  of  Hen- 
rico should  be  included  in  my  command.  Having  received  no  reply,  I 
' respectfully  repeat  the  suggestion,  and  ask  the  President  to  have  the 
proper  orders  in  the  case  given.  It  is  needless  to  remind  either  of  you 
of  the  mischief  inevitable  from  divided  commands. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
i J.  E.  JOHNSTOII, 

: General, 


' Headquarters, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  20,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  17th,  expressing  your  opinion  of  the 
necessity  of  the  Department  of  Henrico  being  placed  under  your  com- 
mand, was  submitted  to  the  President,  who  directs  me  to  state  in  reply 
that  that  department,  comprising  the  city  of  Eichniond  and  a circuit  of 
10  miles  around,  was  specially  constituted  and  placed  under  martial 
law,  with  a view  to  its  civil  as  well  as  military  government,  which  he 
does  not  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  disturb  in  consequence  of 
your  army  being  in  the  vicinity.  He  is  willing  to  reduce  the  limit  of 
the  dcq3artment  to  a circuit  of  5 miles  around  the  city,  if  you  do  not 
wish  it  to  extend  within  your  camps,  or  to  make  any  arrangement  so 
as  not  to  interfere  with  your  control  of  your  troops  or  operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va,,  May  20,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding,  &c,,  Petersburg,  Va, : 

General:  I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  morning,  reporting  the  capture  of  a party  of  the 
enemy  by  our  pickets  at  City  Point,  &c.  Upon  inquiry  of  General 
Winder  he  finds  that  the  prisoners  have  been  sent  to  Salisbury,  N.  0., 
which  is  what  he  would  have  directed  had  no  disposition  been  made  of 
, them. 


He  hopes  that  the  work  of  obstructing  the  Appomattox  is  being 
vigorously  pushed  forward,  and  that  measures  are  being  taken  to  pro- 
tect the  obstructions  by  artillery,  rifle  pits,  &c.  He  instructs  me  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  bridge  over  Swift  Eun  Creek,  between  Pe- 
tersburg and  this  city,  and  to  the  importance  of  having  a force  there  to 
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protect  and  guard  it,  if  you  have  not  already  taken  the  necessary  steps 
to  insure  its  safety. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters,  i 
Richmond,,  Fu.,  May  20,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Mahone, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Brewry^s  Bluff: 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  I 
of  your  letter  of  yesterday,*  and  to  say  that  he  regrets  to  hear  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  river  obstructions,  and  desires  that  the  necessary 
measures  be  at  once  taken  to  strengthen  them.  He  wishes  an  addi- 
tional system  of  cribs  immediately  commenced  above  that  already 
constructed  5 the  first  piers  to  be  placed  opposite  those  points  which 
are  weakest  in  the  present  line.  He  thinks  the  cribs  should  be  made 
larger  than  those  heretofore  constructed  (which  are  but  20  feet  at  the 
base),  and  that  they  should  be  at  least  25,  and  had  better  be  30  feet  in 
length  in  the  direction  of  the  fiow  of  the  river.  The  increase  of  size 
will  of  course  tend  materially  toward  making  them  effectual. 

From  your  favorable  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work  at  the  bat- 
teries it  is  hoped  that  you  will  be  enabled,  without  impeding  erection, 
to  employ  some  of  the  mechanics  upon  the  construction  of  the  cribs. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 

. Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing  Army, 

Fairfield  Course,  May  21,  1862. 

Maj.  Samuel  W.  Melton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a communica- 
tion of  the  21st  instant,  stating  that  Major-General  Smith,  command- 
ing, ‘^has  interrupted  a very  important  conference  in  regard  to  the 
movements  of  the  various  armies  in  Virginia,  in  order  to  write  (me), 
over  his  own  signature,”  &c.,  “that  the  movements  requisite  to  effect 
the  dispositions  in  your  (my)  front  requires  time,  and  he  earnestly  de- 
sires that  time  may  patiently  be  given  to  it.”  And  mean  time  he  does 
not  feel  the  slightest  solicitude  in  regard  to  the  ability  of  your  (my) 
infantry  pickets  to  procure  for  (my)  your  command  ample  opportunity 
for  the  dispositions  necessary  to  resist  any  attacks  made  upon  it,  add- 
ing that  “the  major-general  would  be  glad  at  anj^  hour,  day  or  night, 
to  be  informed  whenever  an  attack  in  force  upon  my  lines  is  clearly 
threatened,  but  he  begs  that  information,  unless  of  that  nature,  will 
be  sent  at  such  time  as  not  to  deprive  him  of  his  necessarily  limited 
hours  of  rest.” 

In  reply  I have  to  say  that  I have  asked  frequently  for  the  last  week 
or  ten  days  that  cavalry  should  be  placed  in  front  of  my  infantry,  and 
the  officers  of  the  cavalry  have  orders  to  report  to  me  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  in  my  front,  but  no  reports  from  them  reached  me  up  to 
the  time  of  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant. 


Not  found. 
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I have  uo  undue  solicitude  as  to  the  ability  of  my  infantry  pickets  to 
uocure  ample  opportunity  for  the  dispositions  necessary  to  resist  any 
ittack  of  the  enemy,  but  they  have  no  more  ability  to  procure  this 
•pportunity  than  any  other  infantry— for  instance,  that  of  Major-Gen- 
sral  Smith— and  I do  not  see  the  propriety  of  their  being  kept  more  on 
he  alert  for  this  purpose  than  the  infantry  of  Major-General  Smith’s 
mmediate  command,  in  front  of  which  the  cavalry  is  constantly  kept 
,nd  in  close  and  frequent  communication.  Indeed,  as  both  of  his 
ianks  are  protected  by  troops  of  other  divisions  and  one  of  mine  is 
ot,  the  propriety  of  cavalry  acting  with  me  seems  the  more  manifest. 
I did  send  to  Major-General  Smith,  in  Eichmond,  at  night  informa- 
ion  that  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  the  Old  Church,  in  Hanover 
Jounty,  and  had  turned  toward  Hanover  Court-House,  and  I gave  him 
ly  views  on  the  subject. 

: I sent  this  communication  at  2 o’clock,  and  at  his  particular  request, 
liade  to  me  at  my  quarters,  that  1 would  communicate  to  him  all  im- 
jortant  information  at  the  Spottswood  House.  I deemed  this  impor- 
tlint,  as  it  threatened  the  railroad,  and  ordered  my  troops  to  be  ready  to 
pove  at  a moment’s  warning,  knowing  that  it  would  be  daylight  betore 
le  order  could  be  communicated  to  all  of  them,  and  believing  that  they 
I'  ould  be  moved  farther  to  the  left,  as  I thought  they  ought  to  be,  so 
|3  to  be  in  a position  to  defeat  the  enemy’s  design  upon  the  railroad  if 
e entertained  it. 

I have  this  moment  received  a report  from  Colonel  Eobertson,  of  the 
ivalry,  showing  that  the  railroads  are  in  some  danger,  and  proving 
lat  I was  right  in  my  views.  Even  a temporary  possession  of  the  rail- 
)ads  by  the  enemy  would  cause  great  mischief. 

I have  just  learned  accidentally  from  a citizen  that  there  are  two  regi- 
ents  of  infantry  at  Hanover  Court-House.  Where  they  come  from  I 
now  not. 

I forward  Colonel  Eobinson’s  letter.*  I regret  to  have  disturbed  the 
[iSt  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  reserve  and  my  wing,  but 
aving  had  for  nearly  a year  sentinels  stationed  at  my  headquarters 
ith  orders  to  pass  everybody  to  my  bed-room  with  any  communication 
: relation  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  or  any  other  important  char- 
jder  requiring  action,  and  having  in  every  case  acted  at  once,  1 had 
icome  somewhat  in  the  habit  of  disregarding  hours,  but  do  not  re- 
: ember  to  have  ever  inflicted  this  inconvenience  upon  him  except  on 
1 e occasion  here  stated,  and  then  at  his  special  request.  I beg  to 
*.sure  the  major-general  that  I shall  be  happy  to  carry  out  any  instruc- 
Dns  with  which  he  may  honor  me,  but  believe  it  is  the  understanding 
1 at  in  aU  movements  of  troops  I am  to  await  his  orders. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 


May  21,  1862. 

Gneral  E.  E.  Lee  : 

General:  There  will  be  at  least  6,000  arms  made  serviceable  here,  at 
te  rate  of  200  to  250  per  day  (some  of  them  will  be  without  bayonets). 
ia.ve  you  unarmed  regiments  coming  here  to  absorb  them? 

* Not  found. 
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I Iviiow  nothin"  of  the  two  regiments  referred  to  in  the  inclosed  letter. 
Shall  1 order  anytliing  to  them? 

Kespectfully, 

J.  GOEGAS, 
Colonel,  P.  A.  C.  S. 


Headquarters, 
Riclimoncl,  Va.,  May  21,  18G2. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

General:  The  President  desires  to  know  the  number  of  troops 
around  Eiclimond,  how  they  are  i)oste(l,  and  the  organization  of  the 
divisions  and  brigades;  also  the  i)rograinme  of  operations  which  yon 
proi)Ose.  The  information  relative  to  the  composition  and  i)()siti()n  ol 
your  army  can  readily  be  furnished,  but  your  plan  of  o])erations,  de 
pendent  upon  circumstances  i)erhaps  yet  to  be  developed,  may  not  be 
so  easily  explained,  nor  may  it  be  prudent  to  commit  it  to  i)aper.  I 
woidd  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  you  communicate  your  views 
on  this  subject  i)ersonally  to  the  President,  which  perhaps  would  be 
more  convenient  to  you  and  satisfactory"  to  him. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Strength  of  the  several  brigades  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  neai 
Richmond,  as  shown  by  General  Johnston^s  memorandum  of  May  21 
18G2. 

First  (Smith’s)  Division. 


Wbit'mg’s  brigade- . 

Hood’s  brigade 

Hampton’s  brigade. 
Hatton's  In'igade  ... 
Pettigrew’s  brigade 


2,391 
1,92: 
2,22i 
2.  03( 
2, 01'.| 


10,  59i 


Second  (Longstreet’s)  Division. 


a.  P.  Hill’s  brigade 

Pickett’s  brigade  ... 

R.  H.  Anderson’s  brigade 

Wilcox’s  brigade 

Colston’s  brigade 

Pjyor’s  brigade 


Third  (Magruder’s)  Division. 


McLaws’  brigade 

K»  rslia.w’s  biigade 

Gri  lb  til’s  brigade 

Cobb’s  brigade 

Toombs’  brigade 

D.  R.  .Tones’  brigade. 

Cabell’s  reserve  artillery. 


2, 

2,  4G( 
2,  lOt 
2, 6 It 
1,75( 
2, 31( 

13,  81( 


2,08- 
2, 00' 
2,  .03. 
:T,  79' 
2,3.0'J 
2, 34; 
241 

15. 92, 
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Fourth  (D.  H.  Hill’s)  Division. 


2, 380 
3,040 
1,830 
2,  224 
787 
890 


11,151 

tu art’s  cavalry  brigade j 

endletou’s  reserve  artillery  (56  guns) . 


RECAPITULATION. 

it  Division 

1 Division * 

I Division 

rh  Division 

avalry  Brigade 

eserve  Art  illery * 

Grand  total 


10, 592 
13,816 
15, 920 
11, 151 
1,289 
920 


53,  688 


parly’s  brigade 

kodes’  briga<le 

kaiiis’  brigade 

’’eatlierstoii’s  brigade 

Jrunip’s  brigade 

Vard’s  command 


frgamzaUon  of  tlie  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  commanded  hy  General 
Joseph  h.  Johnston^  near  Richmond^  F^i.,  May  21,  18G2. 

First  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  commanding. 


Hampton^s  Brigade. 

14tb  Georgia. 

19th  Georgia. 

Hampton  Legion. 

16tli  North  Carolina. 

Moody’s  (Louisiana)  battery. 


Haitorda  Brigade. 

1st  Tennessee. 

7th  Tennessee. 

14tb  Tennessee. 

Braxton’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Pettigreiv’s  Brigade. 

Arkansas  Battalion. 

35th  Georgia. 

22(1  North  Carolina. 

47tli  Virginia. 

Andrews’  battery. 


WJiiiing’a  Brigade. 

I 

tb  Alabama, 
jd  Mississippi. 

;th  Mississippi, 
itli  North  Carolina, 
dlly’s  (Norrb  Carolina)  battery, 
aunton  (Virginia)  Artillery. 

Hood’s  Brigade. 

th  Georgia, 
st  Texas, 
th  Texas, 
tb  Texas. 


Second  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet  commanding. 


P*  HilVa  Brigade. 

It  Virginia, 
ill  Virginia, 
bh  Virginia. 

Lli  Virginia. 

leers’  (Virginia)  battery. 


PieJeeii’s  Brigade. 

8tb  Virginia. 

18tli  Virginia. 

19th  Virginia. 

28th  Virgi  nia. 

Dearing’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
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B.  H.  Andei'son^s  Brigade. 

4tli  South  Carolina. 

5th  South  Carolina. 

6th  South  Carolina. 

9th  South  Carolina. 

Stribling’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Wilcoxes  Brigade. 

9th  Alabama. 

10th  Alabama. 

11th  Alabama. 

19th  Mississippi. 

Stanard’s  (Virginia)  battery. 


Colston's  Brigade. 

13th  North  Carolina. 

14th  North  Carolina. 

3d  Virginia. 


Pryor’s  Brigade. 

8th  Alabama. 

14th  Alabama. 

14th  Louisiana. 

Macon^s  (Virginia)  battery. 


Third  Division. 


Maj.  Gen.  J.  B. 

McLaws'  Brigade. 

5th  Louisiana. 

10th  Louisiana. 

Noland’s  battalion. 

15th  Virginia. 

Garrett’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Young’s  (Virginia)  battery. 


Kershaw's  Brigade. 

2d  South  Carolina. 

3d  South  Carolina. 

7th  South  Carolina. 

8th  South  Carolina. 

Gracie’s  battalion. 

Kemper’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Griffith's  Brigade. 

Ist  Louisiana  Battalion. 

13th  Mississippi. 

18th  Mississippi. 

21st  Mississippi. 

Howitzer  (Virginia)  Battery. 


Magruder  commanding. 

Cobh's  Bngade. 

16th  Georgia. 

24th  Georgia. 

Cobb’s  Georgia  Legion. 

2d  Louisiana. 

17th  Mississippi. 

15th  North  Carolina. 

Page’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Toombs'  Brigade. 

1st  Georgia 
2d  Georgia. 

15th  Georgia. 

17th  Georgia. 

38th  Georgia. 


D.  B.  Jones'  Brigade. 

7th  Georgia. 

8th  Georgia. 

9th  Georgia. 

11th  Georgia. 

Ist  Kentucky. 


Cabell's  Beserve  Artillery. 


Cosnahan’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Manly’s  (North  Carolina)  battery. 
Read’s  (Georgia)  battery. 

Sands’  (Virginia)  battery. 


Fourth  Division. 


Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  commanding. 


Early's  Brigade. 

5th  North  Carolina. 

23d  North  Carolina. 

24th  Virginia. 

38th  Virginia. 

Jeff.  Davis  (Alabama)  Artillery. 


Bode^  Brigade. 

5th  Alabama. 

6th  Alabama. 

12th  Alabama. 

12th  Mississippi. 

King  William  (Virginia)  Artillery. 
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Fourth  Division— Continned. 


Bains’  Brigade. 

13th  Alabama. 

26th  Alabama. 

6th  Georgia. 

23d  Georgia. 

Featherston’s  Brigade. 

27th  Georgia. 

28th  Georgia. 

I 4th  North  Carolina. 
jl9th  Virginia. 


Crump’s  Brigade. 

46th  Virginia. 

9th  Virginia  Militia. 

2l8t  Virginia  Militia, 
eist  Virginia  Militia. 
Detachment  cavalry. 
Matthews  Light  Dragoons. 
Armistead’s  battery. 

Ward’s  Command. 

2d  Florida. 

2d  Mississippi  Battalion. 


Cavalry  Brigade.  ' 


Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  commanding. 


1st  Virginia. 

4th  Virginia. 

Jeff.  Davis  Legion. 

Horse  Artillery. 

Reserve  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  N.  Pendleton  commanding. 

Pendleton’s  artillery  corps. 
Washington  (Louisiana)  Artillery. 


Hdqes.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

May  22,  1802. 

lajor-General  Huger, 

Commanding Petersburg  ; 

Dear  General  : The  enemy  is  now  near  the  Ohickahominy,  his 
dvanced  troops  showing  themselves  yesterday  at  the  bridge  of  the 
lew  Kent  road  and  near  that,  directly  opposite  to  Eichmoud,  on  the 
lechanicsville  turnpike. 

Little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  bridge  which  I mentioned  to 
on  a few  days  ago,  thanks  to  the  peace  establishment  habits  of  the 
hchmond  officials. 

The  army  in  four  divisions  has  its  right  on  the  Charles  City  Court- 
louse  road,  behind  Cornelius  Creek,  and  its  left  near  and  outside  of 
le  Fairfield  Eace- Course.  It  is  necessary  that  you  should  be  ready  to 
o at  a moment’s  notice  wherever  a considerable  action  may  occur — 
) Drewry’s  Bluff,  in  the  event  of  an  advance  upon  it  of  a character 
) indicate  that  land  forces  are  to  be  used  in  the  attack,  or  to  Eich- 
iond,  should  the  Federal  Army  approach  it  from  the  east. 

Could  the  railroad  company  furnish  the  means  of  transporting  your 
once;  if  not,  how  much  of  it?  I sui)i)ose  at  least  half, 
«u  that  in  that  way  all  might  be  brought  in  the  course  of  a night 
ithout  the  fatigue  of  a march.  How  long  a time  would  bo  required 
) collect  the  engines  and  cars  necessary  for  your  jiurpose  ? Can  any 
rangement  be  made  now  which  would  expedite  your  starting  any 
me  “ If  so,  please  have  it  made. 
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You  will  oblige  me  by  giviug  to  tlie  officer  wlio  will  deliver  tliis  to 
you  a statement  of  your  force  in  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery — such 
as  you  can  have  iiiade  from  the  knowledge  of  your  staffi  officers  or 
your  own,  without  reference  elsewhere. 

Any  suggestions  or  information  which  you  can  give  will  oblige  me 
greatly.  The  position  you  should  occupy  is  matter  of  great  interest. 
If  the  railroad  can  furnish  you  quick  transportation,  Petersburg  may 
be  that  point;  otherwise  it  will  be  necessary  1 think  for  you  to  place 
yourself  near  Drewry’s  Bluft,  with  a strong  rear  guard  at  Peters- 
burg. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  May  22,  18G2. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Comdg.  Army  of  Norther 7i  Yirgmia,  Hdqrs.  near  Richmond,  Va.: 

General  . Your  letter  of  this  inorning  relative  to  the  constructior 
of  the  bridge  near  Dre wry’s  Bluff  has  been  received.*  Upon  iiuiuiring 
of  the  acting  chief  engineer  I find  that  everything  necessary  lor  tht 
construction  of  a bridge  has  been  furnished  Captain  Blacktord  and  sent 
down  to-day  except  labor.  Fifty  laborers  have  also  been  sent  down] 
and  others  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  they  can  be  procured.  Owing  to  tluj 
difficulty  of  getting  hands  it  will  be  necessary  to  draw  any  additional 
force  that  may  be  wanted  from  the  troops  stationed  in  contiguous  posil 
tious  to  the  work. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  May  22,  18C2. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Coimnanding,  &c.  : 

General:  Your  letter  of  this  morning*  by  Major  Whiting  has  beer 
received,  and  I can  only  assure  you  that  there  is  no  question  as  to  tin 
extent  of  your  authority  or  command.  The  troops  at  and  arouiu 
Hrewry’s  Bluff*  are  commanded  by  General  Mahone  and  are  a ])art  o 
General  Huger’s  division,  whose  operations  you  ot  course  control. 

As  regards  the  work  at  Drewry’s  Bluff',  it  was  commenced  under  tlr 
general  ])lan  and  su])erintendence  of  Ca])tain  Hives  and  subsecpientl; 
has  been  ])laced  in  immediate  charge  of  the  Navy.  The  system  adoi)te( 
is  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it  hazardous  to  change  it,  and  the  onl; 
thing  to  be  done  is  to  strengthen  and  comi)lete  it  as  fast  as  imssible 
Captain  Clarke  is  considered  the  constructing  engineer,  and  1 see  ir 
objection  to  Major  Stevens  having  the  general  control,  it  his  other  dutie 
will  permit,  or  at  least  to  his  giving  to  Captain  Clarke  and  the  nava 
officers  in  charge  the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  knowledge.  Bii 
the  President  is  unwilling  to  dis<-urb  the  arrangement  with  the  Niiv; 
Department  now  existing  further  than  is  necessary  to  insure  the  geu 
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'eral  control  of  the  military  operations  nowexercised  by  General  Mahone, 
who  is  of  course  subject  to  ;^  our  orders. 

1 am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  E.  LEE, 

I General. 

1 

} Headquarters, 

[ Richmond^  Fa.,  ilia?/  22,  18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger,  Petersburg,  Fa.  ; 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  aclcnowledge  the  re- 
3eipt  ot  your  letter  of  yesterday,  reporting  ])rogre8s  of  tlie  work  of 
)bstructing  Ai)pomattox  River,  the  force  stationed  at  Swift  Greek,  &c. 
The  general  <lesires  you  to  report  tlie  progress  made  in  the  organization 
)f  the  Ninth  Virginia  Regiment;  also  a return  showing  the  number  of 
irms  on  hand  and  the  nundter  required  to  com])lete  its  armament. 

As  regards  the  assignment  of  Captain  KevilFs  company  to  the  bat- 
pry  at  l)rewry’s  Blutf,  he  instructs  me  to  say  that  the  battery  is  one  of 
he  greatest  importance,  is  within  your  command,  and  will  have  to  be 
nanned  by  troops  from  your  division.  He  understands  that  tlie  coin- 
)any  in  question  was  one  of  the  best,  and  thought  it  advisable  to  place 
t at  Drewry’s.  You  might  give  the  siege  guns  to  Oai)tain  Hupp  or 
;ome  other  com])any  used  to  this  service. 

l am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


i Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

ilia?/  22,  18G2. 

kig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch: 

General:  I have  just  received  your  note  of  to-day. 

You  have  two  ])ur[)oses  to  accomplish : To  connect  this  army  with  that 
If  Brigadier-General  Anderson,  near  Fredericksburg,  and  to  protect 
he  railroad. 

General  Anderson  has  cavalry  between  the  Pamunkey  and  Matta- 
,»ony ; that  of  General  Stuart,  belonging  to  this  army,  is  in  your  front, 
its  left  on  the  Pamunkey.  Put  yourself  in  communication.  It  must 
jPep  you  informed  of  all  the  enemy’s  movements. 

, This  army  is  near  Richmond,  with  outposts  near  Mechanicsville  and 
lleadow  Bridge. 

If  too  strongly  x)ressed,  or  you  hear  of  a battle,  join  us.  The  object 
jf  protecting  the  railroad  will  make  it  necessary  for  you  to  dispose  of 
nd  ])lace  your  trooi)S  according  to  the  enemy’s  movements. 

Keep  up  a communication  with  the  troops  at  Meadow  Bridge. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

' General. 


Headquarters  Right  Wing, 

Fairfield  Race-Course,  May  22,  18G2. 

tajor-General  [G.  W.]  Smith, 

[Commanding  Reserve,  &c.,  narrison'^s  Farm:] 

Sir:  I desire  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  New  Bridge,  leaving  only 
He  regiment  at  the  Old  Tavern,  so  that  I may  concentrate  m^^  forces 
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at  Mechauicsville  and  Meadow  Bridge,  as  the  enemy  are  represented  to 
be  20,000  strong  near  these  places.  The  prisoners  that  I examined  place 
the  number  at  a higher  figure. 

I will  be  at  Brigadier-General  McLaws’,  so  that  you  will  please  dis- 
patch the  courier  with  an  answer  to  his  headquarters  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

[J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE.] 


Charleston,  May  22,  1862. 

General  E.  Lee,  Richmond: 

I cannot  spare  any  troops  unless  positively  ordered. 

J.  0.  PEMBEETON, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 


May  23,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  &c.: 

General  : I went  yesterday  afternoon  to  Mechanicsville,  and  was 
there  during  the  artillery  firing,  which  you  no  doubt  heard.  General 
Lee  was  with  me,  and  at  my  request  will  see  you.  Colonel  Johnston 
aide-de-camp,  accompanied  me,  and  will  deliver  this  note  to  you.  Tc 
him  I refer  you  for  any  facts  you  may  desire  to  learn. 

I saw  General  Stuart  and  General  Cobb,  but  as  neither  of  them  com  i 
municated  to  me  any  plan  of  operations,  or  appeared  to  know  what 
troops  were  in  front  as  we  approached,  I suppose  neither  of  then]| 
could  have  been  commanding  in  chief  at  that  locality.  My  conclusioEt 
was,  that  if,  as  reported  to  be  probable,  General  Franklin,  with  a divis ' 
ion,  was  in  that  vicinity  he  might  easily  have  advanced  over  the  turn 
pike  toward  if  not  to  Eichmond. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fu.,  May  23,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding.^  &c.: 

General:  I have  received  your  letter  of  this  morning*  inclosing 
one  from  General  Huger  relative  to  certain  arrangements  to  be  made  t( 
enable  him  to  transport  his  troops  rapidly  by  railroad.  I have  referrec 
the  matter  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  requested  him  to  efieci 
the  arrangements  desired,  if  practicable. 

Governor  Clark,  of  North  Carolina,  has  been  requested  by  telegrapl 
to-day  to  send  a brigade  of  four  regiments,  under  Genpal  Martin,  t( 
Petersburg,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  road  leading  to  Weldon 
He  was  told  that  the  four  regiments  could  be  armed  from  here,  anc 
two  batteries  of  light  artillery  also  sent  to  form  a part  of  the  brigade 
After  the  arrival  of  these  troops  the  whole  line  of  railroad  from  Peters 
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3urg  to  Wilmington  will  be  placed  under  the  command  of  Major- 
Gieneral  Holmes.  It  would  then  be  no  longer  necessary  to  keep  any  of 
Greneral  Huger’s  command  at  Petersburg.  If  Governor  Clark  forwards 
the  regiments  I will  duly  apprise  you  of  the  fact. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

! May  23,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch: 

General  : Since  my  dispatch  addressed  to  you  at  Gordonsville  the 
snemy’s  positions  have  been  changed.  They  are  now  nearer  to  the 
Ohickahominy.  Do  not,  therefore,  consider  Hanover  Court-House  your 
station,  but  be  governed  by  circumstances  in  placing  your  troops. 
Colonel  Eobertson,  of  the  cavalry,  can  give  the  information  you  re- 
quire for  this  object,  and  will  keep  you  informed  of  the  movements  of 
the  Federal  troops. 

I I suppose  that  a position  much  nearer  the  Chickahominy  than  your 
^present  one  would  be  better.  Of  this,  however,  you  must  judge. 

I The  regiment  which  preceded  you  to  Hanover  Court-House  does  not 
belong  to  your  brigade,  I believe.  It  must  for  the  present  form  a part 
lof  your  command.  * 

i In  the  event  of  a general  engagement  within  your  reach,  in  the  ab- 
fSence  of  other  orders,  attack  the  enemy’s  flank,  if  you  can. 

In  a few  days  General  J.  E.  Anderson  will  probably  be  near  you. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

I General. 

Please  inform  me  of  all  movements  of  your  troops. 

J.  E.  J. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Fairfield  Race-Course^  May  23,  1862. 

Major  Ehett, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  Having  understood  from  General  Johnston,  in  conversation 
near  the  cross-roads  some  weeks  since,  that  the  arrangement  by  which 
my  command  was  placed  under  Major-General  Smith  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the  army  being  massed  in  about  equal  numbers  on  two  roads, 
requiring  two  commanders,  and  that  the  arrangement  was  temporary, 
I have  now  the  honor  to  request  that  my  command  be  no  longer  at- 
tached to  that  of  Major-General  Smith,  but  that  I be  authorized  to 
report  as  usual  to  the  general  commanding  the  army. 

These  commands  are  now  acting  separately,  and  there  would  seem 
to  be  no  necessity  that  an  inconvenience  and  delay  arising  from  the 
present  arrangement,  without  mentioning  other  obvious  reasons  for  my 
wishing  a command  independent  of  an  officer  of  the  same  grade  with 
myself. 

I hope  the  above  may  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  general  to  accede  to 
my  request. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J*:  BANKHEAD  MAGEHDEE, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Right  Wing, 

, Fairfield.  May  23,  18G2. 

Ma]or  Melton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Sir  : I Lave  the  boiior  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  General  Smith’s 
communications  of  to-day,  but  after  mine  had  been  sent  to  him. 

Before  he  designated  where  the  regiments  should  be  taken  I had 
already  ordered  two  from  General  Jones’  command  and  two  010066  0! 
Mtiller.v  witb  two  regiments  of  cavalry  to  occnpy  and  figlit  for  Meehan 
be^’s"  be  protected.^  commanding  position  and  where  the  railroad  can 

After  hearing  from  General  Smith  I ordered  another  regiment  from 
General  McLaws  to  take  post  also  at  Mcchanicsville,  ami  carried  out 
his  instructions  m other  respects.  I sent  copies  of  his  letters  to  Gen- 

Genma^SnifirUs^*'^'^'''®’  ^ 

I have  been  a,t  Meadow  Bridge  all  the  morning  and  gave  the  orders 
to  the  cavalry  direct.  General  Stuart,  however,  stated  to  me  early  this 
morning  that  he  intended  to  order  his  cavalry  to  occupy  Mechanicsville. 

Iho  enemy  is  v-ery  quiet  to-day,  and  his  pickets  are  within  three  quar-i 
ters  of  a mile  of  echanicsville.  Now  1 am  satisfied  he  will  SiTliat^ 
Gmrefn'  *^*.*y'  1’’^®  been  making  his  preparations  to-day.  I: 

f/  e “ r T®  force,  of,  say,  3,(100  men,  biiti 

I think  that,  it  I am  permitted  to  throw  or'er  now  one-half  of  McLawsi 

lervTn ’r  i1“h  a regiment  and  jilenty  of  anil-’ 

derange  his  phn“®  at  each  place,  we  will  obtain  a victory  which  may: 

in  ha^ranlimm^^*'^  me  and  General  Johnston  sanctions  let  me  know 


I am. 


sir. 


very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Sight  Wing. 


m. 


' Headquarters  Right  Wing, 

Fairfield  Race-Course.  May  23,  18G2— 9 n 

Major  Melton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir  : I have  just  received  your  note  dated  7.30  p.  m.,  Mav  23  I did 
propose  a concentration  of  my  force  nearer  the  city  yesterday  on  a nar- 
rower circle,  and  because  the  enemy  was  advancing,  and  could  if  he 
pleased,  outdauk  me,  and  might  even  occupy,  if  he  were  euterprisiiur 
our  for  ifications  farther  to  my  left,  and  becm’ise  no  foree  wm7hrown 
fornaid  across  the  Chickahominy  capable  of  opposing  such  advance 
I understood  General  Stuart  to  say  this  morning  Lily  that  h^'ad 
I’.y  fo/eoccupy  Mechanicsville.  When  I arrived  at 
ri®‘*.*il?7  I iouud  that  all  the  cavalry  were  on  this  side  of  the 

Chickahominy  except  a few  pickets ; that  General  Stuart  was  not  there 

LnlmTno^'Zlers^^'™  neighborhood,  and  that  Colonel  Robert- 

Haviiig  received  orders  from  you  to  place  two  regiments  and  a niece 
at  or  near  Slechaiiicsville,  as  was  done  yesterday,  I direeted  the^two 
regiments  to  be  taken  from  General  Jones’ command,  to  live  time  ^ 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  as  I had  learned  the  enemy  were  in  some  force 
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I and  near  that  place,  and  ordered  the  two  cavalry  regiments  of  Eohert- 
I son  and  Lee  to  occupy  the  place  also,  as  1 supposed  was  the  intention 
I of  General  Stuart. 

TJiese  dispositions  were  made  when  I received  another  order  from 
General  Smith  directing  that  the  two  regiments  to  hold  Mechanicsville 
and  to  support  the  cavalry  should  be  detailed  from  General  McLaws^ 
command. 

1 thought  it  more  in  accordance  with  his  views  to  detail  one  regiment 
from  General  McLaws’  command,  as  he  appeared  to  desire  that  some 
troops  should  come  from  him,  aiul  as  he  further  stated  that  the  object 
was  to  sui)port  the  cavalry,  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  and  not  to  give  up 
the  ground  except  in  case  of  a real  attack  in  force.  I could  not  see  how 
these  were  to  be  accomplished  unless  tlie  force  there  fought  him  when  he 
appeared.  I therefore  ordered  Colonel  Eobertson,  who  was  the  rank- 
ing officer  of  those  then  sent  over,  to  fight  him  should  he  advance  on 
Mechanicsville,  and  if  forced  to  retreat  that  the  whole  should  do  so  by 
the  Meadow  Bridge,  and  if  that  were  impracticable,  by  the  Brooke 
Turnpike  Bridge. 

1 still  thought  and  think  now  that  the  enemy  will  advance  to-morrow 
with  jirobably  10,000  men,  and  that  he  can  be  driven  back  by  us  if  we 
crossed  over  that  number  to-night.  I therefore  made  the  proposition 
to  you,  as  1 would  be  responsible  for  the  movement  if  it  were  permitted. 

1 stated  that  if  I could  get  an  answer  in  half  an  hour  it  could  be  done, 
having  calculated  the  timent  would  take  to  cross. 

Brigadier-General  McLaws,  to  whom  you  allude,  was,  as  well  as  my- 
self, in  favor  of  concentrating  my  command  so  as  to  afford  a stronger 
resistance  to  the  enemy ; at  least  so  I understood  a letter  from  him  to 
me  received  the  night  before  last,  but  which  was  returned  to  him.  I 
shall  send  your  letter  of  instructions  to  Colonel  Bobertson  or  the  officer 
in  command  at  Mechanicsville,  and  direct  him  to  be  guided  by  it  in  lieu 
of  any  instructions  in  relation  to  the  same  subject  of  mine. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGIUJDER, 
Major-General^  Commanding  Bight  Wing. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Ka.,  May  23,  1802. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder, 

Commanding^  Richmond.,  Ya. : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that  you  will  order 
the  following  light  batteries,  viz,  Captains  Khett’s,  Stamps’,  Peyton’s, 
Clark’s,  Moseley’s,  Forrest’s,  and  Lloyd’s  to  report  witliout  delay  to 
General  J.  E.  Johnston  for  service  in  the  field.  The  general  also  directs 
that  you  will  cause  to  be  immediately  armed  and  equi[)])ed  as  infantry 
Colonel  Harris’  battalion  of  heavy  artillery,  now  at  Camp  Lee.  This 
battalion  is  composed  of  the  following  companies:  Bowyer’s,  Price’s, 
Patterson’s,  and  Jones’ j also  to  have  the  arms  of  Captains  Bossieux’ 
and  Carrington’s  heavy  artillery  companies  inspected,  and  the  worth- 
less arms  turned  in  and  replaced  by  serviceable  ones. 

J am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  /Secretary. 
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Special  Oeders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General^s  Office, 

No.  118.  j Richmond,  Ya.,  May  23,  1862. 

# # # # # # * 

IV.  Col.  J.  Thomas  Goode’s  Fourth  Regiment,  Virginia  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, is  assigned  to  duty  as  infantry  with  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise’s 
brigade,  and  will  report  accordingly,  without  delay,  to  General  Joseph 
E.  Johnston,  commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia. 

V.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris’  battalion,  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery, 
will,  without  delay,  report  for  duty  as  infantry  to  General  Joseph  E.  ; 
Johnston,  commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia. 

^ *****  ^ 

VII.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  District,  of  Department  No.  2,  and  will  report  to  this 
office  for  instructions. 

# ****** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  near  Aylett’s,  King  Williai^, 

May  24,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch: 

General  : By  direction  of  General  J.  R.  Anderson  I send  a courier 
this  morning  to  open  communication  with  you,  and  not  knowing  your 
adjutant  I*  have  to  address  myself  directly  to  yourself. 

1 have  the  honor  to  report  the  results  of  numerous  and  extensive  re- 
connaissances (made  in  person  and  by  small  parties  sent  out  by  me) 
along  the  banks  of  both  the  Pamunkey  and  Mattapony  Rivers  and  for 
a short  distance  down  the  York. 

There  are  no  Federal  troops  in  this  county  except  a few  guards  and 
pickets  at  West  Point,  Williams’  Ferry,  and  Mrs.  Munday’s.  There 
are  numerous  vessels  lying  in  the  Pamunkey  all  the  way  from  West 
Point  to  Garlick’s,  but  they  are  congregated  mostly  at  the  White  House 
and  at  Taylor’s  quarters,  2 miles  above  West  Point.  Much  the  larger 
part  of  the  vessels  consist  of  sailing  transports  and  store  vessels. 

Last  night  there  was  great  activity  in  the  arrival  and  debarkation  of 
troops  at  the  White  House.  Since  Tuesday  last  none  have  arrived, 
and  those  previously  landed  have  nearl^'  all  been  sent  forward  in  heavy 
columns  along  the  line  of  the  York  River  Railroad  and  by  the  old  Cold 
Harbor  road,  through  the  lower  eud  of  Hanover. 

Since  Saturday  last  a great  many  of  the  enemy’s  armed  vessels  have 
disappeared,  going  off  in  the  night,  and,  as  the  people  living  on  the  river 
suppose,  to  James  River.  A gunboat  came  up  the  Mattapony  on  Monday 
last,  but  got  aground  some  4 or  5 miles  below  the  village  of  Aylett’s, 
and  when  she  got  off  put  down  the  river  and  went  out  of  it,  since  which 
time  there  has  been  no  reappearance  of  hostile  boats  in  that  stream. 
Persons  who  were  taken  on  board,  however,  were  told  that  a lighter 
draught  boat  would  be  sent  up  in  a few  days  to  capture  the  vessels  or 
destroy  them  and  the  stores  lying  at  and  near  Aylett’s.  These  stores 
could  all  be  easily  saved  if  proper  effort  was  made,  as  it  is  only  some  20 
miles  to  the  railroad,  but  there  is  no  quartermaster  or  quartermaster’s 
agent  here  having  the  requisite  authority,  and  in  the  mean  time  vessels 
and  cargoes  quietly  await  the  inevitable  hour  of  the  enemy’s  api^roach, 
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j which  must  soon  be,  unless  we  keep  him  too  busy  in  the  mighty  task  of 
[ taking  Eichmond. 

I On  Wednesday  there  was  much  activity  among  the  shipping  on  the 
EPamunkey;  many  arrivals  and  departures.  The  inward  bound  were 
‘generally  loaded  with  stores,  forage,  &c.,  and  the  outward  bound  w^ere 
[all  light.  On  neither  were  any  troops  observed. 

McClellan’s  army,  according  to  the  statement  of  Colonel  Black,  of 
j Pennsylvania  (Ex-Governor  of  Nebraska),  made  to  Mr.  Eoger  Gregory, 
of  this  county,  on  Saturday  last,  numbers  120,000  men. 

There  is  nothing  indicating  a move  through  this  county  on  General 
Anderson’s  rear.  There  is  more  danger  of  a flank  movement  on  Gen- 
eral Johnston’s  left,  involving  the  railroads,  communications,  «&c. 

I learn  from  one  of  my  scouting  parties  that  got  to  camp  on  yester- 
day that  Federal  officers  were  at  Mrs.  Braxton’s  (a  little  below  the 
Old  Church  in  Hanover)  on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  selecting  a i)lace  of  en- 
campment for  a large  force.  The  ferryman  at  New  Castle  and  the  over- 
seer on  Mrs.  Braxton’s  estate  say  that  the  officers  marked  out  a very  large 
area  and  said  they  wanted  room  for  8,000  or  10,000  men.  The  point  of 
selection  is  equally  convenient  for  a flank  movement  or  a direct  one 
along  the  Cold  Harbor  road,  and  there  is  very  little  difference  in  dis- 
tance from  it  either  to  Eichmond  or  to  Hanover  Court-House. 

My  friend  Captain  Old,  commanding  cavalry  near  Hanover  Court- 
House,  wrote  me  a note  which  I received  yesterday,  expressing  a wish 
to  establish  communication  with  me,  and  I am  desirous  of  doing  so, 
but  my  number  is  small  and  my  horses  worked  hard.  If,  however,  you 
will  instruct  the  captain  to  send  a courier  to  Mangohick  Church,  in 
this  county,  each  day,  I can  meet  him  there  as  a common  jioint  nearly 
equidistant  from  Aylett’s  and  the  Court-House.  I suggest  that  the 
courier  should  be  directed  not  to  leave  Mangohick  before  the  arrival  of 
one  from  my  camp. 

It  will  afford  me  pleasure,  general,  to  furnish  prompt  intelligence 
of  any  noteworthy  facts  that  I may  obtain,  and  I shall  certainly  dis- 
patch a fleet  messenger  to  you  when  anything  occurs.  Please  inform 
me  by  return  of  the  bearer  of  the  news  generally,  and  furnish  me  your 
day  and  night  signals  and  countersign. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 

B.  B.  DOUGLAS, 

Captain^  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry ^ Comdg,,  on  Detached  Service. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 

May  24,  1862. 

Captain  McClung  will  establish  communications  with  Captain  Doug- 
las in  the  manner  suggested  within. 

Eeturn  this  letter  to  me. 

L.  O’B.  BEANCH, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Harrison^ May  24,  1862 — 11.30  p.  m. 

General  Longstreet  : 

Dear  General:  I have  just  read  your  note,  having  been  to  Eich- 
luond.  Huger  telegraphed  to  me  that  Blanchard’s  brigade  started  this 
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afternoon  from  Petersburg  for  Drewrj^’s  Bluff.  I intend  it  to  relievo 
Anderson;  so  soon  as  it  arrives  let  Anderson  understand  that  be  is  to 
rejoin  you. 

1 regard  the  battery  you  mention  as  a folly;  the  guns  should  bo 
together  at  Drewry’s.  Let  Hill  to-morrow  furnish  the  necessary  sup- 
ports on  the  roads  below. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  May  24,  18G2. 

Col.  Thomas  S.  Rtiett, 

Inspector  of  Ordnance^  Richmond^  Va. : 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23d*  I am  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Lee  to  say  that  having  no  control  over  the  guns  belonging  to  tho 
Navy,  he  cannot  cause  any  other  disposition  to  [be]  made  of  them 
than  such  as  they  desire.  The  two  8-inch  columbiads  now  ready  and 
asked  for  by  Major  Stevens  must  go  to  the  James  liiver  batteries.  Tho 
9-inch  Dahlgren  and  8-inch  columbiad  now  in  course  of  pre])aration 
may  be  sent  to  General  French  at  Wilmington  if  not  reciuired  for  tho 
defense  of  James  River. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  24,  18G2. 

Major-General  Hill, 

Commanding^  &c. : \ 

General:  By  order  of  the  commanding-general  I report  to  you  that  i 
m3"  brigade  is  assigned  to  3'our  division.  At  i)resent  1113"  brigade  has — 
1st.  One  regiment  of  cavaliy,  under  Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis,  not  3"et  ■ 
organized  by  election  of  its  field  officers.  The  election  was  to  have 
been  held  to  day;  but  the  whole  regiment  ready  for  service  is  already 
detached  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  Stuart. 

2d.  The  Forty-sixth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  with  seven  com-  < 
panics  only,  several  being  on  parole,  with  some  expectation  of  an  early 
exchange. 

3d.  The  Twentieth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  with  but  two  com-  ' 
panics,  which  are  ordered  to  be  temporaril3^  attached  to  the  Forty- 
sixth  until  the  Twentieth  can  be  filled.  These  two  companies  are  now  ■ 
in  Richmond,  under  Brigadier-General  Winder,  who  declines  to  turn 
them  over  until  he  receives  orders  from  General  Lee. 

4th.  The  Twent3"-sixth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  under  Colonel 
Page,  regularl3"  organized.  For  these,  the  Fort3’-sixlh,  the  two  com- 
panies of  the  Twentieth  attached,  and  for  the  Twent3"-sixth,  I have 
ordered,  as  you  directed,  a compact  encampment,  close  in  the  rear  of 
your  head(]uarters.  The  moment  my  available  forces  are  encamped  I 
will  take  up  my  quarters  with  them  in  the  field. 

I beg  that  you  will  request  General  Lee  to  have  the  two  comi)anies 
of  the  Twentieth,  ordered  by  General  Johnston  to  be  attached  to  tho 
Forty-sixth,  released  from  the  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Winder. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  3’our  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 


Not  found. 


!nAP.  xxin.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


543 


5PECTAL  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  ITorthern  Virginia, 

No.  IIG.  ) Richmond^  May  24,  18G2. 

Brig.  (xeii.  Samuel  Garland  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  for  as- 
ignment  to  the  brigade  lately  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Early. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston: 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Rarrison^s,  May  25,  18 G2. 

leneral  Lee: 

General  : The  importance  to  the  army  of  the  appointment  of  several 
[lore  general  officers  induces  me  to  address  you  on  the  subject  to-day. 

hope  in  a day  or  two  that  Brigadier-General  Anderson’s  command 
s^ill  be  united  to  that  of  Brigadier-General  Branch.  This  important 
orce  (important  to  us  both  from  numbers  and  position)  should  be  com- 
(landed  by  an  able  soldier,  having  adequate  rank.  A brigadier- general 
ssigned  to  that  command  would  neither  exercise  it  with  the  same  con- 
idence  nor  be  as  readily  and  cheerfully  obeyed  as  if  he  were  first  pro- 
loted;  such  an  assignment  would  also  give  great  dissatisfaction  to  the 
•rigadier  generals  now  with  those  troops  and  to  their  triends. 

Tlie  good  of  the  service,  in  my  opinion,  requires  the  promotion  of  the 
fficers  already  recommended  by  me  for  jiromotion  to  the  grade  of 
lajor-general. 

i have  been  informed  that  Colonel  Hampton  has  declined  the  promo- 
ion  oflered  him.  This  makes  Colonel  Ewell’s  apiiointment  legal,  I 
•resume. 

j I respectfully  suggest  that  Colonel  Beall,  of  the  “Marine  Corps,”  is 
jminently  qualified  for  the  grade  of  brigadier-general. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

May  25,  18G2— 10  a.  m. 

leneral  L.  O’B.  Branch: 

General  : I have  just  received  your  letter  dated  yesterday,  with  a 
ostscript  of  this  morning. 

; In  selecting  your  position  consider  the  protection  of  the  railroad,  so 
|ir  as  it  can  be  done  without  endangering  your  connection  with  the 
irmy. 

Have  all  crossing  places  of  the  Chickahominy  examined,  and  learn 
11  routes  leading  to  your  positions,  as  well  as  those  from  them  to  the 
lain  body. 

i It  would  be  well  to  shift  your  place  every  day,  if  it  can  be  done  with- 
nt  disadvantage  in  respect  to  your  principal  objects. 

General  Anderson’s  troops  will  soon  be  at  the  Hanover  Junction — in 
day  or  two,  that  is  to  say.  Let  him  know  your  position  on  his  arrival. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 

I send  a letter  to  General  Anderson,  which  you  will  oblige  me  by 
aving  forwarded  to  him  beyond  Hanover  Junction,  if  it  can  safely  be 
onej  not  otherwise. 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond,,  Ya,,  May  25,  1862.  J 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  G.  S.  A.: 

You  will  excuse  me,  I trust,  for  again  calling  your  attention  to  the 
necessity  for  an  earl3"  concentration  of  our  troops.  The  desire  for  this 
is  universal  with  our  officers.  While  I feel  sure  that  the  great  mass  of 
officers  and  men  will  do  their  duty  fully,  yet  it  cannot  but  have  a dis- 
piriting effect  upon  all  to  believe  that  they  will  have  to  fight  the  com- 
bined forces  of  McClellan,  Banks,  Burnside,  and,  maybe,  Sherman. 
And  the  question  often  arises.  Why  run  any  risk  in  this  contest  for 
national  existence  when  we  could  make  a sure  defense  ? Why  i)ermit 
ourselves  to  be  beaten  in  detail  when  we  might  throw  our  heavy  masses 
with  resistless  force  upon  the  enemy  ^ Burnside  can  slip  away  from 
North  (Carolina  and  Holmes  be  none  the  wiser;  so  Sherman  can  slip  off 
from  Port  Eoyal,  leaving  small  garrisons  under  protection  of  the  gun- 
boats. McDowell  is  doubtless  with  McClellan,  and  the  better  part  of 
Banks’  column,  his  Western  troops,  have  formed  a junction  also.  I do 
not  think  that  I am  an  alarmist,  and  I trust  in  God  that  I may  be  able 
to  discharge  my  duty  faithfully,  but  the  scattering  of  our  forces  makes 
me  fear  the  worst.  Being  mixed  up  with  our  troops,  I know  more  of' 
their  temper  and  disposition  and  tone  of  thought  than  those  do  whose 
position  has  placed  them  above  such  association.  This  fact  must  be 
my  excuse  for  intruding  the  same  opinions  upon  you  so  often.  God 
knows  my  only  thoughts  are  for  the  good  of  the  South,  in  whose  defense 
f will  most  likely  shed  my  heart’s  blood.  ' 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Major-General  Branch  : 


Headquarters, 
Junction,  May  25,  1862. 


General  : I arrived  here  at  7 o’clock.  Head  of  my  column  is  en-‘. 
camped  within  2 J miles,  and  the  extreme  rear  back,  I suppose,  4J  miles  I 
farther.  Expect  to  send  them  down  to-morrow,  and  will  try  and  come  to  I 
the  Court-House  with  the  first  of  them  and  have  your  advice. 

Yours,  truly,  ^ 

J.  E.  ANDEESON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding.  ^ 


I marched  all  night  and  day,  and  am  pretty  tired,  and  of  course  my! 
men  are  more  so,  and  for  that  reason  I want  to  move  them  by  rail. 

If  you  move  your  camp  from  the  Court-House  please  inform  me  before 
I start  my  troops. 


Headquarters, 
Drewrfs  Bluff,  Va.,  May  25,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph,  ‘ i 

Secretary  of  War,  G.  S.  A. : 

Sir:  In  your  communication  to  Major-General  Huger  under  date  of 3 
14th  of  May,  ordering  that  General  Mahone’s  brigade  shall  be  sentt 
forward  to  the  support  of  Drewry’s  Bluff',  you  direct  that  I shall  as- 
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ime  tlie  command  of  the  post,  and  that  I shall  superintend  the 
agineering  operations  upon  the  obstructions  and  defensive  works  at 
lat  post,  the  location  of  guns,  and  the  casemating  of  batteries,  &c. 

In  the  mean  while  Captain  Lee,  of  the  Navy,  has  been  sent  down  to 
dieve  Captain  Farrand,  with  certain  instructions  from  the  Secretary 
• the  Navy. 

It  is  important  to  harmonize  the  operations  of  the  Navy  and  Army 
well  understand,  and  so  far  as  in  my  power  this  shall  be  done  where 
) sacrifice  to  the  service  is  to  be  the  cost,  but  I cannot  be  responsible 
any  copartnership  authority. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  between  the  two  arms  of  the  service,  but 
terferences  have  occurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  works  to  the 
’ej Lidice  of  the  common  object. 

I have  therefore  to  inquire  to  what  extent  it  is  intended  that  I shall 
i relieved  of  the  command  and  responsibility,  as  prescribed  in  your 
tter  to  General  Huger,  by  the  chief  naval  officer  at  the  post. 

If  I am  to  be  responsible  for  the  manner  and  energy  of  the  works  at 
is  post  I would  thank  you  to  make  this  understood  with  the  Navy 
epartment,  as  also  the  official  relation  of  the  Navy  with  my  command, 
id  that  the  engineers  be  directed  to  report  to  me  and  made  subject  to 
,y  directions. 

In  your  letter  you  state  that  an  engineer  officer  will  be  assigned  to 
[y  command,  but  none  lias  been  so  assigned. 

I am  sure  you  will  appreciate  and  understand  the  motive  which 
■ompts  me  to  address  you  this  paper.  I desire  simply  to  exercise 
Lthority  where  I am  held  to  account. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier- General, 


[Indorsement.] 

Eeferred  to  General  Lee.  Since  this  letter  was  written  General  Ma- 
ine has  telegraphed  to  me  General  HugeFs  arrival  had  relieved  him 
I )m  all  further  responsibility,  but  the  difficulties  will  still  exist. 

The  letter  which  he  speaks  of  as  written  by  me  to  General  Huger 
' IS  a telegraph,  prepared  with  the  sanction  of  the  President,  ordering 
(meral  Mahone  to  Drewry’s  Bluff,  putting  him  in  command  of  the  post 
[ d in  charge  of  all  the  engineering  work. 

This  left  the  batteries  to  the  Navy  when  completed,  and  rendered  all 
[ nflict  of  authority  improbable. 

Things  seem  to  have  gone  back  to  their  former  conditions,  and  it  is 
i possible  to  pin  the  responsibility  upon  any  one. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Riuht  Winu, 

May  25 j 1862 — 9 p.  m. 

hjor  Melton, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-  General : 

3ir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  Mechanicsville,  from 
^lence  I last  wrote  to-day,  I i)roceeded  to  Meadow  Bridges  and  made 
a examination  of  the  hill  across  Brooke  Run,  inoceeding  to  it  by  the 
looke  turnpike  and  returning  by  the  Meadow  Bridges. 
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All  the  bridges  are  still  in  our  hands,  the  enemy  being  less  than  half  , 
a mile  in  front  of  them,  the  farthest  being  defended  by  six  companies  of 
sharpshooters  stationed  in  the  woods,  supported  by  a regiment  on  this  i 
side  of  Brooke  Eun  in  an  admirable  position  for  that  purpose. 

The  Meadow  road  and  railroad  run  here  parallel  and  very  close  to 
each  other. 

I directed  two  mountain  howitzers  to  be  placed  so  as  to  enfilade  each 
road,  while  they  are  themselves  concealed  and  in  proximity  to  the  ] 
bridges.  i 

One  regiment  is  stationed  on  the  commanding  hills  to  the  left,  spoken  ! 
of  this  morning.  I had  intended  sending  two  mountain  howitzers  to  | 
that  position  also,  as  the  descent  is  precipitous  and  the  range  not  long, 
to  defend  the  canal  bridge  near  that  point,  and  I have  ordered  up  my  ^ 
two  32-pounder  guns  on  traveling  carriages,  which  are  excellent  guns,  I 
furnished  with  shells,  15  and  20  second  fuses,  by  which  the  other  side  ^ 
of  the  enemy  will  be  reached,  and  I think  these  important  communica- 1 
tions  may  be  considered  safe,  except  against  a very  powerful  attack  of  i 
the  enemy. 

I have  directed  rifle  pits  to  be  constructed  midway  between  the 
heights  and  bridges,  both  at  Mechanics ville  and  Meadow  Bridges  and  ' 
on  the  right  and  left  of  the  roads,  to  be  used  by  our  sharpshooters  when 
necessary  or  desirable.  I have  further  to  report  from  personal  exam- 
ination that  there  are  no  cavalry  pickets  to  protect  the  left  flank  of  this 
position  against  surprise.  General  Stuart  requested  me  to  have  it  pro- 
tected by  Colonel  Lee,  but  I could  not  find  that  officer.  It  should  be 
done  at  once,  as  the  best  ford  on  the  river  is  at  Dr.  Powell’s,  2 miles  be- 
yond the  regiment,  which  is  stationed  on  the  hill  between  Brooke  Eun 
and  the  river. 

I am,  sir,  very  repectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  May  26,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Armistead, 

Petersburg : 

We  are  informed  that  if  the  enemy’s  pickets  are  kept  off  as  far  down 
as  the  Black  water,  on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  road,  and  the  cars 
run,  we  can  obtain  large  quantities  of  supplies.  Can  you  afford  the 
necessary  protection  ? This  is  certainly  so,  and  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral’s agent,  Everett  Todd,  will  see  you  this  evening. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Eiohmond,  Ya.,  May  26,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  d'C. : 

General  : Yours  of  yesterday  was  received  this  morning.  My  note 
to  you  was  handed  to  General  Griffith,  who  had  borne  a communication 
from  General  Featherston,  and  who,  I supposed,  would  deliver  my  note 
to  you.  It  was  not  sent  by  me  to  General  McLaws,  nor  was  it  intended 
to  be  formally  or  officially  presented.  At  the  time  it  was  written  1 
had  heard  of  objections  to  the  restoration  of  the  Seventeenth  Eegi- 
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nent,  and  the  NTineteenth  was  supposed  to  be  one  which  especially  re- 
ijuired  to  be  in  a brigade  of  Mississippians  for  reasons  more  likely  to 
36  communicated  to  me  than  yourself.  I gave  to  General  Lee,  at  a sub- 
!5equent  time,  a list  having  the  numbers,  as  stated  by  you,  of  the  regi- 
ments which  now  compose  Griffith’s  brigade.  The  only  change  which 
vould  be  required  in  its  components  now  would  be  the  transfer  of  the 
\Iississippi  battalion  in  exchange  for  that  of  Louisiana  j and  the  only 
iilteration  I would  desire  in  your  proposed  organization  of  the  Second 
Brigade  would  be  the  addition  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  to  it  when  it 
jan  be  drawn  from  the  brigade  in  which  it  is  now  serving  (viz,  Trini- 
Ole’s,  of  Ewell’s  division).  This  would  combine  the  ten  infantry  regi- 
nents  of  Mississippi  in  two  brigades,  and  I am  confident  they  would  be 
nore  effective  in  battle  for  being  thus  associated. 

You  will  remember  that  the  proposition  made  by  me  last  fall  was 
hmilar  to  this.  Then  the  First  Brigade,  to  be  of  five  regiments,  was 
iesignated  for  Whiting,  and  was  followed  by  his  offensive  rejection  of 
ii  Mississippi  brigade  in  an  insubordinate  letter,  which  was  withdrawn 
)y  him  for  modification,  but  of  which  I ha\^e  heard  nothing  further. 

The  addition  of  the  troops  under  Brigadiers  Anderson  and  Branch 
ijeemed  to  require  another  major-general,  and  upon  the  recommenda- 
ions  before  me  Brigadier-General  Hill  was  selected. 

Brigadier- General  Jones  was  left  by  the  Senate  in  a position  which 
vould  render  it  improper  for  one  to  supersede  him  as  a division  com- 
uander,  unless  I should  have  cause  to  withdraw  his  nomination  (still 
)euding),  and  thus  decide  the  question  as  to  whether  he  should  be  a 
najor-general.  Counting  the  two,  Jones  and  Hill,  you  have  seven 
livision  commanders,  with  four  brigades  to  the  division.  This  would 
jover  your  command  very  nearly. 

I have  sought  some  satisfactory  solution  for  the  case  of  Ewell  to  be 
ffiief  of  staff  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  and  can  find  none  which 
you  could  ask  me  to  adopt. 

Yery  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Ya.^  May  26,  1862. 

Vlaj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding^  c&c.,  Petersburg^  Ya. : 

General;  Your  communication  of  the  25th  instant,  reporting  your 
irrival  at  Drewry’s  Bluff,  has  been  received.  I presume  you  will  receive 
rom  General  Johnston  definite  instruction.  In  the  mean  time  I can 
fiate  that  I understood  his  object  was  to  afford  greater  protection  to  the 
3atteries  on  the  river,  to  watch  and  oppose  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
Tom  City  Point  by  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  to  have  your  forces 
n readiness  to  cross  to  this  side  of  the  river  in  case  of  a general  engage- 
nent,  which  seems  to  be  immediate  [imminent]. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Appomattox, 

Brewryh  Farm,  May  26,  1862. 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : I inclose  herewith  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  War  De- 
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partment  to  General  Mahone  j also  copies  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Kavy  to  Capt.  S.  S.  Lee. 

I consider  these  letters  are  conflicting.  I ask  that  these  conflicting  | 
instructions  be  reconciled  or  be  withdrawn  altogether. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


[Inclosures.] 

War  Department, 

Richmond,  May  14,  1862. 

Major-General  Huger,  Petersburg : 

General:  Presuming  from  your  telegraph  to  Captain  Rives  this 
evening  that  you  have  not  received  General  Lee’s  telegram  ordering 
you  to  send  General  Mahone’s  brigade  to  Drewry’s  Bluff,  I send  Cap- 
tain Blackford,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  to  conduct  the  brigade  to  its 
destination. 

You  will  send  it  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  direct  General  Mahone 
to  assume  command  of  the  post.  He  will  find  Captain  Farrand,  of  the 
FTavy,  in  charge  of  the  battery  and  the  obstructions. 

The  President  wishes  General  Mahone  to  superintend  the  engineer- 
ing operations  and  to  cover  the  battery  with  his  brigade.  He  will  have 
an  engineer  officer  assigned  to  his  command,  and  will  cause  the  ob- 
structions to  be  completed  as  rapidlj"  as  possible  by  the  deposit  of 
loose  stone  j he  will  have  the  guns  mounted  and  the  batteries  case- 
mated. 

You  will  send  on  in  advance  of  the  brigade  four  companies  of  light 
troops,  who  will  report  to  the  senior  army  officer  present,  and  be  em- 
ployed in  covering  the  battery  and  as  sharpshooters  on  the  bluff*. 

These  are  the  troops  of  which  General  Lee  spoke  to  you,  and  which 
we  hoped  would  be  in  position  last  night. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters, 
Richmond,  May  15,  1862. 

General  Mahone: 

General  : Orders  were  issued  on  yesterday  for  your  command  to 
move  to  the  south  side  of  James  River,  in  the  vicinity  of  Drewry’s  Bluff. 

It  is  desired  that  you  at  once  take  charge  of  the  river  defenses  at  that 
point,  and  make  such  use  of  your  troops  and  resources  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  prevent  the  .ascent  of  the  river  by  the  gunboats  of  the 
enemy. 

The  work  of  obstructing  the  river  should  be  prosecuted  with  ceaseless 
vigor,  and  the  batteries  pushed  forward  to  completion  with  all  possible 
dispatch. 

Commander  Farrand,  of  the  Navy,  has  the  river  obstructions  under 
his  immediate  command,  and  will  man  and  fight  certain  guns,  as  far  as 
the  naval  force  will  permit. 

Capt.  T.  J.  Page,  of  the  Navy,  is  engaged  upon  the  obstructions,  &c., 
at  Warwick  Bar. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  harmonize  these  several  operations,  and  to  give 
vigor  and  energy  to  the  whole. 
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You  will  draw  such  working  parties  from  your  brigade  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  uninterrupted  prosecution  of  the  works  j and  should 
additional  force  for  manning  the  heavy  guns  be  required,  it  is  suggested 
that  the  company  “ United  Artillery,”  under  Captain  Kevill,  be  de- 
voted to  this  purpose. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

Uavy  Department, 

Bicimond,  May  15,  1862. 

Captain  Lee,  0.  S.  U. : 

Sir  : Proceed  to  Drewry’s  Bluff  and  take  command  of  the  naval  de- 
fenses of  the  James  Eiver,  relieving  Commander  Farrand,  who  will  re- 
main there  second  in  command. 

General  Mahone  has  been  assigned  to  the  chief  command,  but  the 
□aval  force  is  expected  to  fight  all  the  batteries,  complete  the  obstruc- 
tions, and  mount  additional  guns  where  you  may  deem  them  necessary. 

All  the  officers  are  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

Consult  freely  with  General  Mahone,  and  defend  the  river  to  the  last 
extremity. 

Apply  to  me  promptly  for  all  and  any  aid  I can  afford  you. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fh.,  May  17,  1862. 

Oapt.  S.  Smith  Lee, 

Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  Drewrfs  Bluff,  near  Richmond : 

Captain  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  inclose  to  you  the  within 
Bppy  of  a letter  of  instructions  to  General  Mahone,  commanding  forces 
at  Drewry's  Bluff. 

The  general  desires  you  to  be  informed  that  there  will  be  no  inter- 
ference with  the  naval  forces  under  your  command  by  the  land  forces 
serving  in  conjunction  with  you.  He  hopes  that  the  two  services  will 
tiarmonize  perfectly  in  the  duties  that  have  been  assigned  them. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servan  t, 

A.  L.  LONG, 
Colonel,  Military  Secretary. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Yirgmnia, 

May  26,  1862. 

Ifaj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

General:  Brigadier-General  Pettigrew,  commanding  Major-General 
Smith’s  advance,  IJ  miles  this  side  of  the  Nine-mile  road,  on  that  to  Will- 
iamsburg, has  been  ordered  to  hold  his  position.  Should  he  be  attacked 
in  force  he  will  be  supported,  so  that  an  action  maybe  brought  on. 
Please  be  ready  for  such  an  emergency  to  support  General  Smith’s 
right. 

Yours,  truly  and  respectfully, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 
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Headquarters, 
Rarrison^Sj  May  26,  1862. 

Major- General  Hill  : 

Dear  General:  I have  just  received  your  note  of  to-day.  I fear 
that  the  enemy  will  come  lio  nearer  than  Pettigrew’s  position.  It  is 
scarcely  worth  while  to  iirepare  for  his  reception  nearer.  That  position 
is  now  nearer  than  I intended  it  should  be.  It  is  well  to  have  the  ground 
immediately  in  your  front  prepared,  but  I think  that  if  we  fight  near 
this  iilace  it  must  be  by  going  forward  a little  way  to  attack.  I fear  a 
line  of  countervallafcion  is  McClellan’s  scheme. 

Your  regiments  on  the  Central  and  Charles  City  roads  should  have 
their  distance  from  you  regulated  by  Pettigrew’s.  If  he  is  attacked  it 
will  probably  be  necessary  for  you  to  move  forward. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTOK 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Fairfield^  May  26,  1862. 

Major  Melton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Sir:  In  answer  to  Major-General  Smith’s  communication  of  this 
afternoon  I have  to  say  that  by  the  words  used  by  me, 

Our  troops  were  withdrawn  in  obedience  to  General  Smith’s  orders, 

I meant  that  General  Smith  had  given  orders  that  troops  should  fall 
back  in  certain  cases,  and  that  the  case  provided  for  by  General  Smith 
having  occurred,  our  troops  were  withdrawn  accordingly. 

Por  instance  General  Smith  directed  that  Mechanicsville — 

Should  not  be  given  up  except  in  case  of  a real  attack  in  force, 

Colonel  Eobertson  reported  that  he  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  ad- 
vancing in  force,  with  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  and  that  he  was 
then  engaged,  and  asked  for  re-enforcements.  I directed  him  to  with- 
draw his  force,  in  accordance  with  General  Smith’s  orders,  a copy  of 
which  orders  I had  sent  in  full  to  Colonel  Eobertson,  in  lieu  of  anj^  and 
all  instructions  on  this  subject  from  myself. 

Had  it  been  left  to  me  I should  have  re-enforced  Colonel  Eobertson, 
but  having  been  refused  permission  to  cross  over  any  more  of  my  troops 
than  two  regiments,  and  having  been  told  to  obey  orders,  I was  com- 
pelled to  refuse  re-enforcements,  and  to  inform  Colonel  Eoliertson  that 
he  must  fall  back  to  Meadow  Bridges. 

The  order  thus  given  by  me  to  Colonel  Eobertson  was  not  my  order, 
but  the  order  of  my  superior  in  rank.  I said  that  it  was  the  order  of 
General  Smith,  as  I received  it  from  him,  as  above  explained. 

I hope  I have  made  myself  sufficiently  clear  to  be  understood;  it  is 
my  earnest  desire  to  do  so. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEHDEE, 
Major-General^  Commanding  Bight  Wing. 


Headquarters, 
Junetion,  May  26,  1862. 

General  L.  O’B.  Branch: 

General:  General  J.  E.  Anderson,  commanding,  directs  me  to  say 
that  his  force  will  be  transported  down  the  Eichmond,  Fredericksburg 
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and  Potomac  EailrCad  as  far  as  Kilbey’s  Mill ; will  there  leave  the  rail- 
road and  proceed  to  Halfsink.  General  Anderson  will  go  to  the  same 
point,  and  will  open  communication  with  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Your  letter  of  May  26  is  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E^OEWOOD, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia,  * 
^NTo.  117.  f Richmond^  May  26,  1862. 

#*##*** 

Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
troops  heretofore  commanded  by  Major-General  Magruder,  the  latter 
having  been  relieved  by  Special  Orders,  IS^o.  118,  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector GeneraFs  Office,  May  23,  1862. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  NTorthern  Virginia, 

May  26,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Seeretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  this  date,  in  which 
you  require  me  to  modify  my  order  relieving  Major-General  Magruder 
from  duty  in  this  army. 

Tour  letter  is  calculated,  I think,  to  give  the  impression  that  I have 
done  Major-General  Magruder  injustice.  Let  me  remind  you  that  my 
order  in  question  was  given  in  obedience  to  yours  assigning  General 
Magruder  to  the  command  of  a department,  and  directing  him  to  report 
for  instructions.  Your  order  was  positive  and  unconditional.  I had 
no  option,  but  was  bound  to  obey  it.  If  injustice  has  been  done  it  was 
not  by  me.  If  an  improper  order  has  been  given  it  is  not  mine.  Mine, 
therefore,  permit  me  to  suggest,  is  not  the  one  to  be  recalled  or  modi- 
fied. 

Obedience  to  the  order  contained  in  your  letter  would  place  me  in  a 
false  position  in  relation  to  Major-General  Magruder  and  to  the  Army. 
I therefore  respectfully  ask  you  to  recall  it. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTONT, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

Eo.  120.  ) Richmond^  Fa.,  May  26,  1862. 

* # * * * * * 
XXIV.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder  is  relieved  from  the  operation  of 
paragraph  VII,  Special  Orders,  Xo.  118,  current  series,  and  will  report 
for  duty  to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding  Department  of 
Xorthern  Virginia. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War : 


JXO.  WITHEES. 
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Headquarters, 
Bichmond,  Fa.,  3[ay  27,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  : I received  information  from  Major-General  Holmes  a day 
or  two  since  that  two-thirds  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  enemy  had 
left  Kew  Berne,  and,  in  consideration  of  this  movement,  directed  him 
to  prepare  the  same  proportion  of  his  army  to  move  in  this  direction 
or  Wilmington,  as  the  future  action  of  Burnside’s  force  would  dictate. 
By  a telegram  received  last  night,  however.  General  Holmes  reports 
eleven  steamers  at  Plymouth  and  two  gunboats  removing  obstructions' 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Blackwater  and  Nottoway  Eivers,  and  he  has 
been  instructed  to  regulate  the  movements  of  his  troops  accordingly,  I 
and  to  oppose  any  advance  upon  the  railroad  leading  south  whenever 
it  may  be  attempted.  Should  Burnside  appear  in  James  Eiver  he  will 
move  with  corresponding  portion  of  his  forces  to  Petersburg  and  estab- 
lish his  headquarters  at  that  place. 

The  First  Louisiana  Eegiment,  of  General  Huger’s  command,  which 
was  at  Weldon,  has  been  relieved  by  a regiment  from  General  Holmes’ 
command,  and  has  arrived  at  Petersburg.  All  the  troops  now  at  Wel- 
don are  from  the  Department  [of]  North  Carolina,  except  a battery  of 
artillery,  and  this  will  be  relieved  in  a few  days,  so  soon  as  one  of  the 
new  batteries  in  course  of  preparation  at  Petersburg  is  ready  for  the 
field  service.  The  line  of  railroad  from  Wilmington  to  and  beyond 
Weldon  to  Petersburg  will  then  be  considered  under  the  charge  of 
General  Holmes,  and  General  Huger’s  army  can  be  devoted  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  batteries  on  the  south  side  of  James  Eiver  and  to  resist 
any  advance  the  enemy  may  make  from  City  Point,  or  be  thrown  across 
to  the  north  side  to  take  part  in  the  battle  impending  in  your  front,  as 
you  may  see  fit  to  direct. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Appomattox, 
Brewryh  Farm,  Fa.,  May  27,  1862. 
General  E.  E.  Lee,  Commanding : 

General  : I inclose  herewith  a copy  of  letter  received  this  day  from 
General  J.  G.  Walker,  and  as  Petersburg  is  within  my  department  I 
received  his  report  and  directed  him  to  await  further  orders.  If  you 
have  any  instructions  concerning  this  brigade  I request  that  you  will 
inform  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  May  27,  1862. 

Eespectfully  referred  for  information  of  General  Johnston,  as  advised 
on  yesterday.  May  27.  . 

General  Holmes  has  been  directed  to  regulate  his  movements  by 
those  of  Burnside’s  army,  and  should  it  be  ascertained  that  its  destina- 
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tion  was  Virginia,  General  Holmes  was  to  move  to  Petersburg.  He 
has  thought  it  advisable  to  send  Walker’s  brigade  to  that  city,  but  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy  at  Plymouth  may  change  his  jilans.  If 
Walker’s  brigade  remains  in  Petersburg  the  presence  there  of  General 
Armistead’s  command  would  be  no  longer  necessary.  General  John- 
ston will  be  furnished  with  such  information  bearing  upon  this  matter 
as  may  be  received  from  General  Holmes. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


1 [Inclosure.] 

^ Petersburg,  Ya.,  May  27, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

i Commanding  Department  of  the  Appomattox  : 

General:  I arrived  here ’this  morning  with  orders  from  General 
Holmes  to  assume  command  at  this  point.  This  order  was  given,  I 
believe,  on  the  supposition  that  your  division  had  been  withdrawn 
from  this  vicinity.  As  I find  the  case  to  be  different,  I have  the  honor 
bo  report  my  arrival  merely,  and  will  await  your  further  instructions. 
One  regiment  of  my  brigade  is  now  here,  and  the  remainder  will  arrive 
to-day  and  to-morrow. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  WALKER, 
Brigadier -General^  C.  S.  Army. 


Greneral  Featherston: 


Headquarters, 

May  27,  1862. 


General  : An  attack  is  to  be  made  at  daylight  by  General  Smith 
in  the  left  of  Rodes.  You  will  move  with  your  two  pieces  and  regi- 
nents  at  dawn  to  the  support  of  General  Rodes,  sending  ahead  to  ap- 
prise him  of  the  movement,  that  his  pickets  may  not  fire  upon  you. 

Rodes  is  expected  to  keep  his  command  parallel  to  that  of  Smith. 
[ have  given  him  full  instructions,  and  as  he  is  your  senior,  you  will 
report  to  him  for  orders.  The  whole  division  will  be  immediately  behind 
you. 

I Tours,  &C., 

I D.  H.  HILL, 

I Major-General, 


! P.  S. — I placed  last  night,  according  to  promise,  three  companies  of 
E&ains’  brigade  on  picket  just  in  front  of  you. 


Headquarters,  May  27, 1862. 

I The  brigades  will  be  put  in  motion  immediately.  The  lightest  guns 
laf  the  batteries  can  alone  be  taken,  and  the  extra  horses  may  be  at- 
Ibached  to  the  caissons,  that  all  may  move  with  rapidity.  The'camps 
vnll  be  left  just  as  they  are.  We  are  moving  out  for  battle  and  all 
who  can  go  should  do  so. 

The  brigade  of  General  Rains  will  move  by  Currie’s  to  the  Charles 
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City  road.  The  brigade  of  General  Wise  will  follow  that  of  General 
Rains,  on  the  same  road.  The  brigade  of  General  Garland  will  be  i 
marched  to  the  position  now  occupied  by  General  Eodes  and  will  be 
there  held  in  reserve. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Stony  Run,  May  27, 1862. 

General  Branch: 

I assume  the  command  of  this  division.  I send  you  General  John- 
ston^s  order. 

Collect  your  command  near  Ashland,  and  be  prepared  to  move  in 
this  direction. 

Colonel  Hamilton  has  been  directed  to  vacate  the  Junction  and  move 
toward  Ashland.  I shall  move  that  way  to-morrow  with  Field^s  and 
Gregg^s  brigades.  Communicate  with  me  at  once. 

Respectfully, 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Major-General. 

[Inclosure.] 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  ^Torthern  Virginia, 

May  27,  1862—7.15  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch  : 

General  : I have  just  received  your  note  of  this  date. 

Please  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  to  whose  division  you  now  be- 
long, as  soon  as  possible. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Ya.,  May  27,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding,  the.,  Drewry's  Bluff,  Ya. : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  24th,*  reporting  the  arrival  of  the  First  Louisiana 
Regiment  at  Petersburg,  &c.,  and  to  say  that  Major-General  Holmes 
has  been  instructed  to  take  charge  of  and  defend  the  line  of  road 
through  Weldon  to  Petersburg,  and  that  you  are  desired  to  send  a 
light  battery  to  Weldon  as  soon  as  one  of  those  now  in  course  of  prep- 
aration at  Petersburg  is  ready  for  field  service,  to  relieve  that  of  Cap- 
tain Graham,  which  can  then  repair  to  Petersburg  to  recruit  and  refit. 

It  has  been  reported  by  General  Holmes  this  morning  that  eleven 
steamers  are  at  Plymouth  and  two  gunboats  removing  ofetructions  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Blackwater  and  Nottoway  Rivers.  General 
Johnston  has  been  informed  of  these  facts,  and  that  General  Holmes 
will  regulate  his  movements  accordingly,  and  it  is  presumed  lie  will  in- 
struct you  not  to  remove  the  brigade  left  at  Petersburg  until  relieved 
by  troops  from  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Not  found. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 

No.  119.  ( Bichmondj  Fa.,  May  27,  1862. 

The  troops  serving  under  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Anderson  and  Brig.  Gen. 
L.  O’B.  Branch  will  form  a division,  to  the  command  of  which  Maj. 
Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  is  assigned. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters, 

Sarrison^Sj  Fa.,  May  28, 1862 — 9 a.  m. 

General  Lee: 

General  : If  McDowell  is  approaching,  of  which  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  we  must  fight  very  soon.  Every  man  we  have  should  be  here. 
Major-General  Holmes^  troops  should  therefore  be  ordered  to  Eichmond 
forthwith ; they  may  be  wanted  to-morrow.  I have  more  than  once 
suggested  a concentration  here  of  all  available  forces. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


P.  S. — I shall  bring  up  Huger. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Ytroinia, 

May  28,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  Appomattox,  Fa.  : 

General  : I have  just  learned  that  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  WalkePs  bri- 
gade is  at  Petersburg.  Being  in  the  Department  of  Appomattox,  it 
is  under  your  orders.  There  are,  then,  four  brigades  under  your  com- 
mand for  the  defense  of  Dre wry’s  Bluff  and  Petersburg ; at  the  former 
place  is  Stuart’s  regiment  also.  I am  promised  eighty  cars  and  engines 
to  move  your  troops  to-night  j they  are  to  be  ready  in  Manchester  by 
9 o’clock.  They  shall  receive  your  orders  at  a point  opposite  to 
Drewry’s  Bluff,  when  you  can  arrange  the  order  of  transportation  of 
the  troops.  You  will  of  course  select  the  brigade  to  guard  Drewry’s 
Bluff  and  Weldon,  counting  Walker’s  as  one  of  the  brigades  liable  to 
your  detail. 

The  President  assured  me,  when  General  Walker’s  brigade  left  Fred- 
ericksburg, that  it  was  still  in  my  command  j so  it  is  in  your  command 
by  a double  argument. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  May  28,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

General:  I have  just  received  a telegram  from  General  Huger, 
stating  that  General  Holmes  had  ordered  Walker’s  brigade  back  to 
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Weldon,  and  that  lie  would  leave  Armistead^s  brigade,  Huger’s  com- 
mand, at  Petersburg.  I bad  received  a telegram  from  General  Holmes 
to  the  same  effect,  but  have  ordered  the  brigade  of  General  Walker  to 
remain  in  Petersburg,  and  have  so  notified  General  Huger  by  telegraph, 
telling  him  that  this  would  release  General  Armistead’s  brigade. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,,  Fa.,  May  28, 1862 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commandmg,  (fic.,  Breioryh  Bluff j Ya, : 

General  : I'  am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  inclosing  one  from  Brigadier-General 
Walker  of  same  date,  reporting  the  arrival  of  the  advance  of  his  bri- 
gade at  Petersburg.  It  was  reported  by  General  Holmes  a day  or  two 
since  that  two-thirds  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  enemy  at  New  Berne 
had  left  that  place.  It  \vas  presumed  their  intention  was  either  to  move 
against  Wilmington  or  to  re-enforce  McClellan,  and  General  Holmes  was 
directed  to  regulate  his  movements  so  as  to  meet  them  in  either  case.  If 
it  was  ascertained  that  their  destination  was  Virginia,  General  Holmes 
was  to  move  a proportionate  amount  of  his  army  to  Petersburg,  and 
was  to  consider  his  department  so  extended  as  to  include  that  place 
and  the  entire  line  of  railroad  to  Wilmington.  This  will  account  for 
the  presence  in  Petersburg  of  General  WalkePs  brigade.  On  yester- 
day the  enemy’s  transports  (eleven)  and  gunboats  (two)  were  reported 
at  Plymouth,  and  this  may  change  the  movements  of  the  troops  en  route 
from  North  Carolina.  General  Johnston,  who  has  been  made  acquainted 
with  these  facts,  it  is  presumed,  will  give  you  all  the  necessary  orders 
in  the  case. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  28, 1862. 

Brigadier- General  Armtstead, 

Petershurg,  Ya.: 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  obstruction  of  the  Appomattox,  and  is 
anything  needed  to  perfect  it '? 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Petersburg,  Va.,  May  28,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

When  I last  visited  obstructions  with  Captain  Pegram,  C.  S.  Navy, 
we  both  thought  they  could  be  easily  removed.  They  are  not  in  the 
right  place.  Give  me  the  authority,  with  the  officers  and  men  now  at 
work  on  the  present  obstructions,  and  I will  try  to  redeem  lost  time. 
Let  me  have  Captain  Pegram,  C.  S.  Navy. 

L.  A.  ARMISTEAD, 
Brigadier-  General,,  Commanding. 
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\femorandum  from  Secretary  of  War  to  Chiefs  of  Bureaus^  May  28, 1862. 

Should  our  army,  contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation,  be  forced 
0 abandon  Eichmond,  the  notice  of  the  movement  may  not  be  suffi- 
dent  to  enable  us  to  remove  our  archives.  It  has  been  determined, 
herefore,  to  place  such  of  them  as  are  not  indispensable  for  daily  use 
m one  of  the  lines  of  public  conveyance,  in  order  that  their  removal,  if 
endered  necessary,  may  be  effected  without  difficulty.  Wagons  will 
)e  ready  to-night  at  9 o^clock  to  commence  the  removal,  which  should 
)e  conducted  quietly  and  from  the  rear  of  the  building  to  avoid  panic 
>r  excitement  in  the  city.  The  provost-marshal  will  conduct  the  trans- 
hipment, and  the  adjutant- general  will  detail  an  officer  to  take  charge  of 
he  archives,  who  will  receive  his  instructions  from  the  Secretary. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  May  28,  1862. 

3rig.  Gen.  L.  A.  Armistead, 

Commanding  at  Petersburg : 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant  to  General 
l^ooper,  in  which  you  express  the  opinion  that  the  obstructions  in  the 
Appomattox  Itivor  should  have  been  placed  at  the  Point  of  Eocks,  in- 
|tead  of  above  Port  Walthall.  General  Huger  wrote  on  the  21st  in- 
tant  that  he  was  endeavoring  to  obstruct  the  river  at  the  Point  of 
locks,  and  would  if  possible  render  the  barrier  effective.  This  work 
f incomplete  should  be  continued  with  the  utmost  energy,  unless  it  has 
>een  decided  to  be  impracticable. 

The  engineer  officer  assigned  to  the  charge  of  the  work  in  obstruct- 
Qg  the  river  is  unquestionably  under  your  direction  as  commanding 
(fficer  of  the  district.  He  was  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  En- 
gineer Bureau  only  until  General  Huger  was  assigned  to  the  command 
tf  the  Department  of  the  Appomattox. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Fairfield  Race-Course^  May  28,  1862. 

General  : I send  a copy  of  a letter  just  received  from  General 
Tohnston.*  Please  consider  it  confidential  for  the  present. 

I have  ordered  General  Jones  to  prepare  to  move  his  troops  to  the 
■ight  as  soon  as  relieved  by  General  Smitffs  troops,  and  to  occupy  the 
daces  now  occupied  by  General  Cobb’s  command,  near  Mechanics ville 
Bridge,  by  the  same  number  and  kind  of  troops.  General  Cobb  will 
how  him  the  positions,  and  when  his  troops  are  relieved  by  those  of 
General  Jones  you  will  cause  those  of  General  Cobb  and  the  rest  of 
mur  troops  to  concentrate  toward  the  right. 

I have  received  no  other  instructions  than  General  Johnston’s  note, 
)ut  after  conferring  with  him  will,  if  more  detailed  instructions  are 
pven,  communicate  them  to  you  by  courier.  In  the  mean  time  you 
nust  be  guided  in  their  execution  by  your  own  judgment. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  First  [Field’s]  Brigade, 

May  28,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 

General  [Branch]  : 

I am  deputed  by  General  Hill,  who  has  laid  down,  to  say  to  you  that 
you  will  hold  on  to  your  iiosition ; that  Colonel  Hamilton  has  been 
ordered  to  fall  back  from  the  Junction,  and  we  will  advance  from  here  i 
early  in  the  morning,  and  we  will  fight  or  fall  back  together,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require.  ! 

Very  respectfully,  your  servant,  I 

G.  F.  HAEEISON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 

P.  S. — General  Hill  has  just  arrived  to  take  command. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  FTorthern  Virginia, 

Eo.  120.  1 Richmond,  Ya.,  May  28,  1862. 

The  Wise  Legion  Cavalry,  the  Hampton  Legion  Cavalry,  the  Cobb 
Legion  Cavalry,  and  the  cavalry  lately  serving  in  the  Aquia  District 
are  hereby  placed  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 
and  the  several  commanding  officers  of  the  above-named  bodies  of 
cavalry  will  report  forthwith  their  whereabouts  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B. 
Stuart. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  18.  ( Brooke’s  House,  May  28,  1862. 

The  division  now  commanded  by  Brigadier- General  Whiting  and  the 
brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Pettigrew  and  Brigadier-General  Hatton 
will,  until  further  orders,  constitute  one  division,  under  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Whiting. 

Brigadier-Generals  Pettigrew  and  Hatton  will  at  once  report  for 
orders  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith : 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  May  20,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Armistead, 

Petersburg,  Ya.: 

Do  what  you  can  to  make  the  obstructions  effective,  but  I think  you 
had  better  have  engineer  officers.  Our  experience  here  proves  that 
great  confusion  results  from  the  two  services  attempting  to  work 
together.  If,  however,  you  still  wish  Captain  Pegram  I will  apply  for 
him, 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters ‘Third  Brigade, 

May  29,  18G2 — 5 o’clock. 

jGeneral  Hill:] 

j Upon  deploying  a line  of  skirmishers  in  the  woods  in  front  they  im- 
jaediately  became  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  and  sharp 
iiring  is  now  going  on.  Eesult  not  yet  reported  j our  men  holding  their 
Iwn. 

i My  men  are  under  arms  in  the  original  position  you  found  them  yes- 
lerday.  I think  I distinguished  the  rumbling  of  approaching  artillery, 
’ll  send  again  further  particulars. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

S.  GAELAED,  Jr., 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade, 

May  29,  1862—6.30  o’clock. 

General  Hill:] 

Major  Call,  commanding  the  skirmishers,  has  drawn  them  in  and  re- 
iirued.  Casualties  on  our  side:  One  lieutenant  from  the  Twenty-fourth 
i’'irginia  and  2 privates  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  wounded,  one  of 
tie  latter  being  left  on  the  field  through  a misunderstanding  of  my  orders, 
^lupposed  casualties  of  the  enemy  15  or  20 ) since  reported  more.  Con- 
eusing the  conflicting  statements,  I gather  that  two  regiments  were 
een  drawn  up  upon  driving  in  their  line  of  pickets,  which  held  the  edge 
f the  woods  in  our  front.  Some  cavalry  were  also  seen  in  the  road, 
iid  Major  Call  confirms  my  impression  of  hearing  the  wheels  of  artillery, 
horn  this  I infer  the  presence  of  a brigade  on  my  immediate  front  in 
lie  woods  opposite.  All  now  is  profoundly  quiet.  The  cavalry  vedette 
eports  parties  of  the  enemy  creeping  up  near  the  railroad.  I have  the 
•econd  Florida,  with  its  left  resting  on  the  railroad,  and  shall  preserve 
ommunication  with  it. 

Your  dispatch  just  received. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  GAELAND,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

May  29,  1862. 

lajor-General  Hill: 

Dear  General:  Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  I suppose  that 
our  report  mentioned  was  from  General  Eodes.  You  wrote  my  name. 
Tell  your  advanced  brigades  to  find  out  the  strength  of  the  enemy 
efore  them  if  possible.  It  may  become  iiroper  to  attack. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

, I congratulate  you  upon  the  prize. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  May  30,  1862. 

Eaj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Petersburg^  Ya. : 

Bring  your  command  here  as  rapidly  as  iiossible  and  report  by  letter. 
|end  on  in  advance  to  General  Johnston.  He  will  instruct  you. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters,  I 
Bichmond,  Fa.,  May  30,  1862.  | 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  ! 

Commanding^  &c.: 

General:  I went  as  far  to-day  as  your  pickets  at  the  bridges  on  the  » 
Chickahominy  where  the  Telegraph  road  and  the  old  stage  road  cross  i 
that  river.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  commanding  at  those  points, 
informed  me  that  he  had  a skirmish  last  evening  at  the  latter  point,  , 
called  Halfsink,  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  This  morning  he  ascer- 
tained by  his  skirmishers  that  the  enemy  had  disappeared  and  that 
nothing  had  been  seen  of  them  to-day.  Captain  Fox,  who  represented 
himself  as  a scout,  and  who  I found  had  come  into  the  cavalry  pickets 
on  the  Telegraph  road  beyond  the  Chickahominy,  stated  that  the  enemy 
had  retired  from  Atlee^s  and  was  nowhere  west  of  the  railroad  in  that 
vicinity.  Dr.  Fontaine,  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  stated  to  me 
that  he  was  last  night  as  high  up  as  Hanover  Court-House,  and  that 
he  saw  and  heard  nothing  of  them  in  the  region  west  of  the  road  from 
Ashland  to  that  point.  He  also  reported  that  there  was  no  enemy  on 
the  stage  road  from  Fredericksburg  this  side  of  Gordonsville,  [?J  18 
miles  south  of  Fredericksburg.  It  was  reported  by  citizens  that  there 
was  a force  of  the  enemy  marching  by  the  Amelia  road,  but  of  that 
he  knows  nothing.  I think  it  probable  from  what  I learned  to-day  that 
the  enemy,  being  satisfied  with  temporarily  breaking  up  our  railroad 
communication  north,  have  withdrawn  east  of  these  roads,  with  a view, 
probably,  of  concentrating  his  force  nearer  Eichmond. 

I omitted  to  mention  in  the  statement  of  Captain  Fox  that  he  met  a 
citizen  of  his  acquaintance  who  had  been  seeking  the  restoration  of 
some  property,  and  was  referred  by  the  parties  to  whom  he  applied  to 
General  McClellan,  who  was  stated  to  be  at  a point  4 miles  from  Atlee’s, 
on  the  road  leading  from  Eichmond  to  Pamunkey.  He  inferred  that 
the  main  body  of  his  forces  was  in  that  vicinity.  You  may  probably 
have  received  more  accurate  accounts  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  from 
your  scouts. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 
Fairfield  Race-Course,  Va.,  May  30,  1862. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Ehett, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral to  the  great  extent  of  mj^  line,  reaching  from  New  Bridge,  on  my 
right,  to  1 mile  to  the  left  of  the  Meadow  Bridges.  The  protection  of 
this  line  was  necessarily  incumbent  upon  my  troops  even  so  far  as 
beyond  Brooke  Eun,  until  General  A.  P.  Hill  took  possession  on  my  left. 
I have  a regiment  stationed  beyond  Brooke  Eun  with  which  the  rest  of 
my  command  find  some  difficulty  in  communicating.  I therefore  desire 
to  have  that  regiment  replaced  by  one  from  General  Hill’s,  division, 
which  is  nearer,  and  can  communicate  with  it  much  more  readily  than 
I can.  I deem  it  necessary  to  mention  that  even  after  this  change,  in 
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onsequence  of  the  extent  of  my  line,  it  may  be  broken  by  a vigorous 
I ssault  from  the  enemy. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 

P.  S. — I do  not  anticipate  this  at  present,  but  only  wish  the  com- 
landing  general  to  have  it  in  mind. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Appomattox, 

Petersburg j Va.,  May  30,  1862. 

[on.  Georoe  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : When  I reported  to  you  by  telegraph  that  the  obstructions  in  the 
.ppomattox  were  worthless,  I spoke  in  reference  only  to  the  point  at 
hich  they  were  placed,  being  too  high  up  to  guard  the  most  important 
oint  in  this  vicinity,  viz.  Port  Walthall,  which  is  but  3 miles  from  the 
Ichmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad.  Upon  a personal  examination  of 
le  work,  which  I made  on  yesterday,  I am  of  the  opinion  that,  so  far 
s the  ascent  of  the  enemy^s  gunboats  to  Petersburg  is  concerned,  the 
arrier  erected  by  Captain  Dimmock  accomplishes  that  end.  So  far 
s I could  judge,  the  work  has  been  faithfully  performed.  In  asking 
Qother  engineer  officer,  I was  under  the  impression  that  Captain  Dim- 
lock  was  acting  independently  of  the  department  commander  here, 
Qd  I was  so  informed  by  Brigadier-General  Armistead,  whom  I re- 
eved. I merely  desired  an  engineer  who  was  subject  to  my  control. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

' J.  G.  WALKER, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Camp  at  Childrey^s,  on  Yarina  Road, 

, May  30,  1862. 

.ajor-General  Hill, 

Commanding,  &e.: 

General  : Between  2 and  3 o’clock  p.  m.  I visited  Yarina  (Aiken’s), 
1 James  River.  At  about  that  time  firing  was  distinctly  heard  on 
ir  left,  which  we  judged  to  be  either  at  or  near  Ashland  or  Bottom’s 
ridge.  This  had  not  continued  many  minutes  before  two  gunboats  of 
Le  enemy  were  discovered  coming  slowly  up  the  river  with  the  tide, 

1 if  feeling  their  way  in  the  channel  and  observing  the  shores.  When 
:st  seen  by  me  they  had  come  nearly  up  to  Deep  Bottom,  but  the 
ckets  had,  from  lower  positions,  seen  them  start  from  about  Curl’s 
,eck.  With  Colonel  Duke  and  Major  Gregory  I paused  to  see  whether 
,iey  were  towing  any  transports,  and  Captains  Magruder  and  Clement 
istened  to  watch  any  attempt  at  landing. 

,I  immediately  ordered  the  Forty-sixth,  Twenty-sixth,  and  Fourth 
,egiments  Yirginia  Yolunteers  and  Armistead’s  and  French’s  batteries 
unite  at  the  point  where  the  Kingsland  intersects  with  the  Yarina 
ad,  and  sent  notice  of  the  movement  to  Colonel  Stuart,  at  Chaffin’s 
luff.  Before  this  was  done  the  cavalry  pickets  reported  that  the  gun- 
)ats  had  returned  down  the  river. 
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Now,  at  8 o^clock  p.  m..  Captain  Magruder,  of  the  cavalry,  report 
that  they  came  up  as  high  as  Yarina,  and  so  near  to  the  wharf  tha 
the  enemy  invited  Mr.  Aiken  to  go  on  board,  assuring  him  that  neithe 
he  nor  his  property  should  be  injured.  Mr.  Aiken  did  not  go  on  board 
but  conversed  with  them  from  the  shore.  They  asked  him  the  distanc 
to  Dutch  Gap  5 then  the  distance  to  the  batteries  at  Dre wry’s  Bluff 
how  many  batteries  we  had  between  there  and  Eichmond  j where  ou 
pickets  were  placed ; whether  there  had  been  any  fighting  to-day  o 
not ; whether  we  intended  to  fight,  &c.  After  desultory  questions  an<i 
replies  they  turned  down  the  river.  They  did  not  go  far  before  on 
of  tbe  boats  stopped;  a skiff,  with  but  one  man  in  it,  went  off  to  he| 
and  returned  with  two  men  in  it ; they  were  negroes.  Near  there  is 
rendezvous  of  free  negroes,  who  live  by  fishing  and  who  are  good  rive 
pilots.  Doubtless  the  gunboat  had  taken  in  one  of  them  as  a pilot  an* 
put  him  off  in  this  skiff.  It  is  supposed  by  me  that  these  boats  cam 
up  to  mark  the  channel  and  to  note  the  landings.  It  is  said  that  a larg 
fleet  of  transports  is  below.  The  boats  were  sounding  all  the  waj 
Unless  otherwise  ordered  I shall  picket  the  river  side  at  the  landing 
as  low  down  as  safe  and  all  the  roads  with  cavalry,  and  shall  concer 
trate  the  infantry  and  artillery  at  close  supporting  distances  at  or  nea 
the  crossing  of  the  Kingsland  and  Yarina  roads,  placing  our  baggagi 
and  provisions  in  the  rear  on  the  Osborne  turnpike. 

Mr.  Aiken  states  that  there  is  an  immense  amount  of  corn  at  Mi 
Allen’s  and  other  places,  which  may  be  gotten  off.  It  can’t  be  got  b 
Government  wagons  in  the  day-time,  but  can  be  gotten  by  plantatio 
wagons  at  night.  It  is  in  reach  of  the  enemy’s  shells.  If  the  quartei 
master’s  department  wiU  furnish  the  wagons  to  haul  it  away  from  th 
depots  of  the  plantation  wagons  a large  quantity  may  be  saved.  ; 
have  ordered  about  30  head  of  fat  cattle  to  be  driven  within  oui 
lines. 

I shall  order  these  free  negroes  to  be  arrested  and  put  on  the  worl 
as  prisoners  and  the  fishing  skiffs  to  be  destroyed — those  of  low  whit 
men  as  well  as  those  of  the  negroes.  Some  of  the  whites  are  as  dange; 
ous  as  the  negroes. 

In  the  act  of  posting  my  regiments  this  evening  we  were  arrested  b 
a drenching  rain  and  thunder  storm,  which  still  continue.  In  th 
morning  I shall  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  posts.  Some  infauti 
pickets  and  more  cavalry  pickets  will  be  stationed  on  the  New  Markc 
road,  and  I will  reach  as  far  as  possible  with  the  cavalry  in  my  con 
mand  down  the  river  and  on  the  Central  and  Charles  City  roads. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Saturday  Morning,  May  31 — 6.45  a.  m. 

General  : I omitted  to  state  that  Captain  Magruder  reported  als 
that  the  sharpshooters  on  the  Chesterfield  or  south  side  annoyed  tl 
gunboats  yesterday  as  they  returned. 

I think  the  enemy  will  land  and  approach  by  laud  to  flank  the  ba 
teries  very  soon,  and  say  to  you  frankly  that  the  troops  under  me  ai 
too  green  to  be  relied  on  and  too  few  to  be  adequate  for  the  defenS" 
But  I will  fight  against  all  odds  and  mean  to  be  cut  to  pieces  or  to  r 
pulse  the  enemy.  The  rain  has  continued  all  night  and  prevente 
sending  a courier  before  this  morning. 

Yours,  truly, 

HENEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Viroinia, 

May  30,  1862—9.15  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith: 

General  : If  nothing  prevents  we  will  fall  upon  the  enemy  in  front 
of  Major-General  Hill  (who  occupies  the  position  on  the  Williamsburg 
road  from  which  your  troops  moved  to  the  neighborhood  of  Meadow 
Bridge)  early  in  the  morning — as  early  as  practicable.  The  Ohickahom- 
iny  will  be  high,  passable  only  by  the  bridges — a great  advantage  to  us. 

Please  be  ready  to  move  by  the  [Gaines  ?]  road,  coming  as  early  as 
possible  to  the  point  at  which  the  road  to  New  Bridge  turns  off.  Should 
there  be  cause  of  haste.  General  McLaws,  on  your  approach,  will  be, 
ordered  to  leave  his  ground  for  you,  that  he  may  re-enforce  General 
Longstreet. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

Please  acknowledge. 

• J.  E.  J. 

• 

A copy  of  this  has  been  sent  to  General  Whiting,  who  is  directed  to 
ict  upon  the  order  in  your  absence. 

J.  E.  J. 


Special  Orders,  l Headquarters, 

No.  21.  1 Bichmondy  Fa.,  May  30,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Eipley,  upon  his  arrival  in  this  city,  will  report 
br  duty  with  his  brigade  to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding 
Department  of  Northern  Virginia. 

The  regiments,  as  they  arrive,  will  take  the  direction  of  Fairfield  Eace- 
Jourse,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  General  Johnston. 

The  quartermasters  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transpor- 
ation  to  the  encampment. 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Division, 

Near  BieJimondj  Va.,  May  31,  1862 — 3 a.  m. 

laj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I am  directed  by  Major-General  Huger  to  write  to  you 
ind  say  that  a brigade  will  start  for  the  Charles  City  road  as  soon  as 
K)ssible,  and  that  when  they  are  in  motion  he  will  notify  you,  and 
J'ould  be  glad  if  you  would  send  a guide  to  conduct  them. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  A.  Armistead  will  report  to  General  Eodes.  I fear 
Lelay  may  occur  owing  to  the  state  of  the  roads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY, 

Aide-de-Gain/p, 


May  31,  1862^4.45  a.  m. 

General  G.  J.  Eains: 

General  : Captain  White  will  report  to  you  this  morning  as  a guide 
0 take  your  men  down  the  railroad  to  position  assigned. 
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We  are  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  this  morning.  Have  the  ammu- 
nition in  the  cartridge  boxes  examined,  and  if  wet  have  it  supplied  from 
ordnance  wagons.  The  guns  and  everything  should  be  well  looked  to. 
as  you  have  some  very  poor  officers  in  command. 

Have  every  man  supplied  with  a strip  of  white  cloth.  This  is  to  be 
worn  on  the  cap  in  battle,  but  do  not  let  even  your  colonels  know  where 
it  is  to  be  worn  until  a few  moments  before  you  start. 

Major  Sadler  reports  that  your  commissary  has  not  drawn  his  meat 
rations.  Your  men,  I fear,  will  have  to  go  into  battle  hungry.  Youi 
colonels  have  several  times  complained  to  me  of  negligence  on  the  part 


of  your  commissary. 

We  cannot  move  on  the  enemy  until  your  brigade  is  in  position, 
hope  that  it  will  not  delay  us. 

Yours,  truly, 

’ ’ D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-General. 


• May  31,  1862—6.30  a.  m. 

General  : I am  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  this  morning.  Yoi 
will  be  relieved  by  General  Armistead.  Have  your  men  ready  to  starl 
at  a moment’s  notice.  Examine  their  cartridge  boxes,  and  if  their  am 
munition  be  damaged  have  it  supplied  from  the  ordnance  wagons. 

Send  Nelson  to  General  Rains’  camp,  now  on  the  Williamsburg  roac 
and  near  the  place  occupied  by  Pettigrew’s  brigade,  near  the  toll- gate 
and  between  the  railroad  and  the  Williamsburg  road.  Carter’s  batterj 
will  move  with  you.  1 think  that  you  had  better  move  over  to  th( 
Williamsburg  road  by  the  road  running  by  French’s.  I presume  tha 
you  will  scout  the  country  on  Garland’s  right,  between  that  and  th( 
Charles  City  road.  Halt  the  head  of  your  column  at  the  edge  of  th( 
woods  near  "the  field  running  by  Currie’s.  As  soon  as  General  Armis/ 
tead  reaches  the  Charles  City  road  I have  directed  Lieutenant  West  t( 
ride  on  and  set  your  brigade  in  motion  to  be  out  of  the  way  beforr 


General  Armistead  arrives. 

Have  your  ordnance  wagons  parked  at  some  convenient  distance  ii 
rear.  Have  a strip  of  cloth  (white)  prepared  as  a battle  badge  for  eacl 
man.  This  is  to  be  worn  around  the  cap  in  action ; but  I do  not  wan 
even  your  colonels  to  know  its  position  until  the  action  is  about  t< 
begin. 

Specific  battle  instructions  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Leave  an  officer  to  point  out  to  General  Armistead  the  position  o 
your  infantry  and  artillery,  and  get  your  brigade  out  of  his  way  whei; 
notified  by  Lieutenant  West. 

Yours,  truly, 

’ ’ D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters,  May  31,  1862. 

Major-General  Whiting; 

General  : General  Johnston  directs  me  to  say,  in  answer  to  your 
of  this  date,  that  Longstreet  will  precede  you.  What  he  said  abou 
McLaws  was  merely  in  case  of  emergency.  He  has  given  no  orders  t 
Magruder. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Major-General  McLaws: 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

May  31,  1862. 


Ge^ral:  General  Magruder  instructs  me  to  say  that  General 
? hngade  has  been  ordered  to  occupy  General  Cobb's  position 
It  Mechanics ville  Bridge.  You  will  place  General  Cobb's  brigade  in 
liuch  position  as  his  left  may  rest  where  his  right  now  rests.  The  rest 

dispose  of  in  such  a manner  as  will  more 
! efficiently  strengthen  your  position. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


I Brigadier-General  J ones  ; 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

May  31,  1862. 


GBiTOEAi : I am  instructed  by  General  Magruder  to  direct  you  to 
laove  General  Toombs’  brigade  to  the  right,  and  occupy  the  position  at 
‘lechanicsville  Bridge  now  occupied  by  General  Cobb’s  brigade,  who 
been  ordered  farther  to  the  right.  Colonel  Anderson’s  brigade 
rill  ocOTpy  the  position  at  present  occupied  by  General  Toombs, 
very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  G.  JDICKINSOSr, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


1 Peteesbueg,  Va.,  May  31, 1862. 

lajor-General  Holmes,  through  General  E.  E.  Lee: 

. nothing  of  the  country.  Please  have  sent  to  me 

/aptain  Marks’  company  Prince  George  Cavalry,  attached  to  the  Third 
irginia  Cavalry  j they  know  the  country  thoroughly. 

J.  G.  WALKEE, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  June  1, 1862. 

Irigadier-General  Walker, 

Petersburg,  Ya. : 

If  you  have  not  left  Petersburg  proceed  at  once  with  your  entire 
)rce  to  Dre wry's  Bluff.  Eeply  immediately  and  state  the  number  of 
our  troops. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


TTT  ^ Petersburg,  Va.,  June  1, 1862. 

Con.  George  W.  Eandolph,  ^ 

Secretary  of  War : 

Tour  dispatch  to  General  Walker  is  received.  He  went  to  Eichmond 
ilS  morning  with  his  brigade.  I have  left  me  here  not  more  than  400 
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well  men,  and  they  are  very  indifferently  armed.  I arrived  here  but  a 
few  hours  ago. 

R.  RAKSOM,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Department  of  Appomattox. 


Petersburg,  Va.,  June  1,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Two  gunboats  and  one  transport  passed  our  pickets  at  Giles^  Land- 
ing, on  James  River,  at  12  m.,  on  their  way  up  the  river.  NTo  particu- 
lars. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN^, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


Petersburg,  Va.,  June  1, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph: 

The  Thirtieth  Virginia  left  here  at  10  p.  m.  and  the  Forty-eighth 
Georgia  at  11.  A train  has  also  [been]  ordered,  as  I understand,  to 
take  up  the  Arkansas  regiment  of  Colonel  Manning  at  Port  Walthall 
Junction.  These  troops  could  be  stopped  in  Richmond  and  ordered  | 
back  to  Halfway  Station ; thence  take  the  line  of  march  for  Drewry^s  ! 
Bluff*.  * ' 


R.  RAKSOM,  Jr. 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  1, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph,  I 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I informed  General  Lee  yesterday  that  Captain  Lee,  in  com- : 
mand  of  naval  forces  at  Drewry^s  Bluff,  reported  to  me  that  the  sup-  ^ 
porting  force  to  his  battery  had  been  withdrawn,  with  the  exception  of 
about  300  troops,  and  that  a land  force  was  necessary  to  protect  his ) 
handful  of  seamen  who  man  the  batteries. 

Inclosed  herewith  I hand  you  Captain  Lee’s  dispatch  of  this  evening, 
announcing  the  ascent  of  the  river  by  iron  vessels  of  the  enemy  and 
the  landing  of  troops  from  his  transports  7 miles  below  the  battery. 
Unless  troops  are  immediately  sent  down  the  batteries  may  be  carried 
by  a small  land  force,  and  I suggest  that  a sufficient  force  be  sent  at 
once.  The  steamers  at  Rocketts  will  transport  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Inclosxire.] 

Drewry’s  Bluef,  Va.,  June  1, 1862. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Reported  four  transports  lauding  troops  at  Howlett’s  Landing,  7 miles 
below,  and  two  gunboats  coming  up,  firing  occasionally  to  clear  the 
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lanks.  We  have  only  a small  force  to  prevent  them  from  outflanking 
IS.  I do  not  know  who  commands  the  forces  outside. 

S.  S.  LEE, 
Captain,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  1,  1862. 

lol.  E.  F.  Keen, 

Comdg.  Fifty-seventh  Regiment  Virginia  Vols.,  Brewrfs  Bluff: 

Colonel  : Your  telegram  of  yesterday  has  been  received.  General 
jee  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  the  command  of  the  troops  at  Drewry^s 
31uff  having  devolved  upon  you,  you  will  take  all  the  necessary  steps 
or  protecting  the  defenses  on  the  river.  You  will  guard  carefully  all 
he  approaches  toward  the  batteries  from  the  direction  of  City  Point, 
lending  forward  your  pickets  on  all  the  roads  leading  in  that  direction, 
vith  instructions  to  watch  carefully  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and 
report  any  appearance  of  an  advance.  You  will  oppose  to  the  last  ex- 
f remity  any  attempt  upon  your  position.  You  will  report  promptly 
any  movement  of  the  enemy.  There  is  a brigade  of  General  Holmes^ 
r.ommand  at  Petersburg.  You  will  endeavor  to  keep  a system  of  com- 
munication with  this  force,  as  there  is  a material  dependence  upon  yours 
iind  this  force. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LOKG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Beaver  Dam,  June  1,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

I was  at  Jerrold^s  [?]  Mill  on  yesterday  when  my  advanced  party  of  6 
nen  came  in  contact  with  and  drove  back  5 of  the  enemy^s  cavalry.  The 
^ederals  are  in  force  at  Stuart’s  Mill,  2 miles  beyond  Jerrold’s.  Ko  in- 
lication  of  any  advance  toward  Eichmond.  Some  part  of  McDowell’s 
brce  has  certainly  been  sent  back  to  Washington  or  the  valley,  and  if 
ny  information  can  be  relied  on,  he  is  waiting  further  intelligence  of 
lackson’s  movements  to  determine  his  course. 

. Men  and  horses  in  my  command  have  been  worked  hard,  and  I have 
ijome  this  side  of  the  river  to  recruit  for  a day  or  two.  I am  acting  un- 
jler  orders  from  Major-General  Hill,  and  will  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  have 
bis  telegram  communicated  to  him. 

B.  B.  DOUGLAS. 

(Copies  sent  to  Generals  E.  E.  Lee  and  A.  P.  Hill  June  2,  1862.) 


Headquarters  Light  Division, 

June  1,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch  : 

General  : Send  two  regiments,  under  an  experienced  officer,  down 
fche  Brooke  turnpike  to  Mechanicsville.  Let  the  men  take  their  blankets, 
tod  if  they  have  not  cooked  iirovisions  to  last  until  to-morrow  after 
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breakfast  let  the  wagons  follow  after  them.  The  regiments  must  start 
at  once.  Let  the  colonel  commanding  come  by  here  for  instructions. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Major-General. 

Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this. 


General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

I will  be  in  Petersburg  this  evening, 
your  orders. 


Weldon,  May  30, 1862. 

Please  telegraph  me  there 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  May  30,  1862. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes  : 

Your  dispatch  of  to-day  to  General  Lee  received.  On  your  arrival 
at  Petersburg  this  evening,  repair  to  this  city  and  report. 

S.  OOOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters,  June  1, 1862. 

Major-General  Hill  : 

General  : General  Longstreet  desires  me  to  say  that  you  should 
make  your  movement  at  once  or  it  will  have  to  be  postponed.  The 
greatest  promptness  is  required.  ' 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters,  June  1, 1862. 

Major-General  Hill,  Commanding: 

My  Hear  General:  Yours  of  this  morning  is  received.  I have 
but  one  company  of  cavalry,  and  will  send  it  to  you.  As  soon  as  Gen-i 
eral  Stuart  comes  I will  ask  him  to  send  you  another. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  June  1,  1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee: 

Sir  : The  unfortunate  casualty  which  has  deprived  the  army  in  front 
of  Eichmond  of  its  immediate  commander.  General  Johnston,  renders 
it  necessary  to  interfere  temporarily  with  the  duties  to  which  you  were 
assigned  in  connection  with  the  general  service,  but  only  so  far  as  tc' 
make  you  available  for  command  in  the  field  of  a particular  army.  You 
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will  assume  command  of  the  armies  in  Eastern  Virginia  and  in  NTorth 
Carolina,  and  give  such  orders  as  may  be  needful  and  proper. 

Very  respectfully, 

JEFFEESON^  DAVIS. 


I Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

, ]No.  22.  ) ^ Richmond^  Fh.,  June  1,  1862. 

! I.  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  President,  General  E.  E.  Lee 
iissumes  command  of  the  armies  of  Eastern  Virginia  and  NTorth  Car- 
olina. 

! The  unfortunate  casualty  that  has  deprived  the  army  in  front  of 
'(Richmond  of  the  valuable  services  of  its  able  general  is  not  more 
jieeply  deplored  by  any  member  of  his  command  than  by  its  present 
!)ommander.  He  hopes  his  absence  will  be  but  temporary,  and  while 
!ie  will  endeavor  to  the  best  of  his  ability  to  perform  his  duties,  he 
I -eels  he  will  be  totally  inadequate  to  the  task  unless  he  shall  receive 
i;he  cordial  support  of  every  officer  and  man. 

! The  presence  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  capital,  the  great  interests 
involved,  and  the  existence  of  all  that  is  dear  to  us  appeal  in  terms 
;oo  strong  to  be  unheard,  and  he  feels  assured  that  every  man  has 
•esolved  to  maintain  the  ancient  fame  of  the  Army  of  NTorthern  Vir- 
ginia and  the  reputation  of  its  general  and  to  conquer  or  die  in  the  ap- 
proaching contest. 

II.  Commanders  of  divisions  and  brigades  will  take  every  precau- 
iion  and  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  have  their  commands  in 
'•eadiness  at  all  times  for  immediate  action.  They  will  be  careful  to 
)reserve  their  men  as  much  as  possible,  that  they  may  be  fresh  when 
jailed  upon  for  active  service.  All  surplus  baggage,  broken-down 
vagons,  horses,  and  mules,  and  everything  that  may  embarrass  the 
)rompt  and  speedy  movement  of  the  army  will  be  turned  into  depot. 
Inly  sufficient  transportation  will  be  retained  for  carrying  the  neces- 
iary  cooking  utensils  and  such  tents  or  tent-flies  as  are  indispensable 
0 the  comfort  and  protection  of  the  troops. 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  June  2,  1862. 

xeneral  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding : 

General  : Tours  of  this  date  just  received.  I have  directed  the 
Jecretary  of  War  to  appoint  as  brigadier-generals  Cols.  J.  J.  Archer, 
r.  L.  Kemper,  and  A.  E.  Wright. 

The  uncertainty  of  the  fate  of  Colonel  Pettigrew,  which  I hope  will 
►e  resolved  favorably,  renders  me  unwilling  to  make  an  appointment 
0 his  brigade  J therefore  Col.  William  D.  Pender  (being  an  officer  of  the 
5.  S.  Army)  is  assighed  to  temporary  rank  as  a brigadier- general.  You 
an  anticipate  the  receipt  of  orders  by  placing  them  on  duty  as  above. 

The  disease  from  which  I have  been  suffering  for  several  days,  to- 
gether with  the  heat  of  yesterday,  leaves  me  so  unwell  to-day  that  I 
Lave  delayed  to  go  out  until  an  important  contingency  may  require. 

Please  keep  me  advised  as  frequently  as  your  engagements  will  per- 
ttit  of  what  is  passing  before  and  around  you. 
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Colonel  Kemper  is,  I am  informed,  now  in  command  of  the  brigade 
recently  commanded  by  General  A.  P.  Hill.  Colonel  Archer  has  served 
with  the  Tennesseeans,  and  may  know  more  of  them  than  either  of  the 
other  officers  named. 

Colonel  Wright  is  a Georgian,  and,  as  my  memory  serves  me,  Hamp- 
' ton’s  brigade  was  partly  composed  of  Georgians.  But  you  will  know  , 
best  how  to  dispose  of  these  officers. 

I give  you  the  material  to  be  used  at  your  discretion. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSOK  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Huger’s  Division, 

June  2,  1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding : 

General  : I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  the  troops 
I commanded  have  been  detached,  I presume  from  the  necessity  of 
the  service  ; and  finding  myself  on  the  field  last  evening  without  any 
command  at  all,  I,  with  the  permission  of  General  Longstreet,  returned 
to  these  headquarters. 

The  First  Brigade  of  my  division  (Colston’s)  was  detached  to  re- 
enforce General  Magruder  when  the  enemy  first  advanced  up  the  Pen- 
insula. The  three  brigades  I brought  up  with  me  are  at  present  serving 
under  the  orders  of  Major-General  Hill. 

I ask  that  all  may  be  returned  to  my  command.  I hope  the  position 
I am  placed  in  is  merely  an  accidental  one,  and  will  be  changed  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  done. 

1 must  demand  the  command  and  position  my  rank  entitles  me  to. 
On  no  other  condition  will  I hold  it. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

Major-General,  \ 

[First  mdorsement.]  j 

Headquarters  Dabb’s  House, 

June  3,  1862. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Longstreet  for  a report  of  the 
facts  in  the  case. 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

, [Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  June  3, 1862. 

The  entire  division  of  General  Huger  was  left  in  advance  upon  retir- 
ing with  the  forces  from  the  late  battle-field. 

He  was  absent  yesterday,  and  not  coming  to  report  after  being  sent 
for,  I ordered  General  Stuart  to  take  the  command  of  the  division 
during  the  absence  of  General  Huger. 

He  has  joined  his  division  this  morning  and  taken  command. 

Respectfully, 


JAMES  LOKGSTREET, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Eichmond,  Ya.,  June  2,  1862. 

>ENioR  Officer, 

At  Drewry^s  Bluff , Ya. : 

We  have  just  heard  from  Petersburg  that  seven  or  nine  gunboats 
nd  six  transports,  with  barges  in  tow,  passed  up  James  Eiver  since 
i unrise.  Ee-enforcements  are  on  their  way  to  join  you. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


ItPECiAL  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

, Ko.  126.  ) Biehmond,  Va.,  June  2,  1862. 

* * ***** 

i II.  By  direction  of  the  President,  General  Eobert  E.  Lee,  0.  S.  Army, 
kill  assume  the  immediate  command  of  the  armies  in  Eastern  Virginia 
ind  North  Carolina. 

******* 
i By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Ieneral  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Lonostreet’s  Division, 

No.  18.  ( June  2, 1862. 

‘ The  commanding  general  congratulates  the  troops  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H. 
i lill  and  his  own  upon  their  handsome  conduct  in  the  various  attacks 
pon  the  enemy’s  intrenched  positions  and  camps  in  the  battle  of  the 
. even  Pines,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  the  defense  of  the  position  on  the 
st  instant.  After  a severe  struggle  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his 
tronghold  and  all  his  artillery  and  his  entire  camp  captured. 

It  is  a source  of  deep  regret,  however,  that  these  gallant  soldiers,  after 
tins  taking  the  entire  position  of  the  enemy,  should  have  endangered 
ur  captured  stronghold  by  so  far  forgetting  themselves  as  to  desert 
tieir  ranks  for  plunder.  This  bad  conduct  is  more  the  fault  of  the  offi- 
ers  than  the  soldiers.  If  officers  so  obviously  fail  to  do  their  duty 
othing  better  may  be  expected  of  the  men. 

The  Seven  Pines  will  be  inscribed  on  the  regimental  banners  of  each 
egiment  of  the  two  divisions,  except  those  few  regiments  that  disgrace- 
illy  left  the  battle-field  with  their  colors. 

! The  Seven  Pines  will  also  be  inscribed  upon  the  standard  of  the  Fifty- 
ihird  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers  of  General  Armistead’s  brigade, 
f lajor-General  Huger’s  division. 

I By  command  of  Major-General  Longstreet : 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

DaWs  House,  Va.,  June  3,  1862. 

'ffaj.  W.  H,  Stevens, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 
i Major:  I desire  you  to  make  an  examination  of  the  country  in  the 
icinity  of  the  line  which  our  army  now  occupies,  with  a view  of  ascer- 
aining  the  best  position  in  which  we  may  fight  a battle  or  resist  the 
dvance  of  the  enemy.  The  commanding  points  on  this  line  I desire 
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to  be  prepared  for  occupation  by  our  field  guns  and  the  whole  line 
strengthened  by  such  artificial  defenses  as  time  and  opportunity  may 
permit.  My  object  is  to  make  use  of  every  means  in  our  power  to 
strengthen  ourselves  and  to  enable  us  to  fight  the  enemy  to  the  best 
advantage.  It  is  not  intended  to  construct  a continuous  line  of  defense 
or  to  erect  extensive  works.  Having  selected  the  line  and  put  the 
works  in  progress  of  construction,  I desire  you  to  resume  the  examina- 
tion and  see  what  other  positions  can  be  taken  nearer  Eichmond  in 
case  of  necessity.  You  will  please  make  requisitions  upon  the  com- 
manders of  divisions  in  the  vicinity  of  the  works  to  be  constructed  for 
such  working  parties  as  may  be  necessary.  You  must  also  make 
arrangements  to  collect  such  tools  as  may  be  with  the  army,  and  I 
have  to  request  that  you  will  push  forward  the  work  with  the  utmost 
diligence. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  60.  1 DaWs  House,  June  3,  1862. 

Surg.  D.  C.  De  Leon,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Wars 
Department,  is  announced  as  medical  director  of  the  Army  of  Northern  * 
Virginia. 

By  command  of  General  Lee: 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General.  \ 


General  J.  0.  Pemberton, 

Charleston,  8.  C.: 


Eichmond,  June  4, 1862. 


The  call  made  on  you  for  troops  was  the  result  of  pressing  necessity. 
It  was  hoped  that  the  season  would  secure  you  against  operations  in- 
land, and  that  you  could  spare  troops  without  weakening  your  strength 
for  the  defense  of  Charleston.  You  can  estimate  the  consequences  to 
the  common  cause  which  depend  upon  success  here.  Send  three  regi- 
ments, or,  if  you  think  it  safe  to  do  so,  send  the  largest  number  named 
by  you. 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters, 

BaWs  House,  Va.,  June  4,  1862.  % 

Maj.  W.  H.  Stevens, 

Chief  Engineer : 

Major  : I am  much  gratified  to  learn  by  your  letter  of  to-day  that 
you  have  commenced  a line  for  the  occupation  of  our  troops  and  hopd 
you  may  be  able  to  obtain  a satisfactory  one.  Strengthen  its  natural 
positions  by  artificial  defenses.  The  plan  you  iHopose  for  doing  this 
is  approved,  and  I hope  you  will  be  able  to  prosecute  the  work  with 
vigor.  I last  evening  directed  Captain  Eives  to  send  200  spades, 
shovels  and  picks  in  proportion,  and  50  axes  to  you.  Should  Major 
Barbour  have  a sufficient  quantity  of  tools  to  enable  you  to  dispense 
with  these,  please  have  them  returned.  I also  have  directed  him  to 
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iend  you  such  engineer  officers  as  are  available.  I inclose  you  a copy 
)f  a general  order  issued  to-day  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a pio- 
leer  corps. 

I am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Rp. 

General, 

P.  S. — I wish  you  particularly  to  cause  an  examination  to  be  made 
>f  the  nature  of  the  ground  along  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad,  to  see 
vhether  or  not  some  heavier  guns  might  be  placed  there,  as  I think 
he  only  way  the  enemy  can  get  his  heavy  guns  up  that  way  •will  be 
)y  the  railroad. 

[Inclosure.] 

jEneral  Orders,  1 ELdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Eo.  62.  1 June  4,  1862. 

Division  commanders  will  have  300  men  from  their  respective  divis- 
ons  detailed  as  pioneers,  who,  under  engineer  officers,  may  be  em- 
)loyed  as  working  parties,  to  throw  up  earthworks,  dig  rifle  pits,  and 
jonstruct  lines  of  abatis.  These  men  will  be  borne  upon  their  com- 
)any  rolls  and  paid  as  extra-duty  men,  retaining  their  arms  and  equip- 
aents.  Eegimental  officers  in  proportion  to  details  from  their  regi- 
Qents — at  least  1 to  every  35  men — will  accompany  these  details, 
lescriptive  rolls  being  furnished  with  each  company  detail.  Mechanics, 
luidge-bnilders,  and  laborers  volunteering  for  this  duty  will  be  pre- 
! erred.  Officers  so  detailed  will  report  to  Maj.  W.  H.  Stevens,  Engineer 
Jorps,  for  duty  with  their  details.  Maj.  W.  H.  Stevens,  engineer  de- 
)artment,  will  make  the  necessary  requisition  on  his  own  or  the 
[uartermastePs  department  for  implements  and  material  required. 

By  command  of  Oeneral  Lee : 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lynchburg,  June  4, 1862. 

lis  Excellency  Governor  Letcher  : 

The  James  Eiver  commenced  rising  this  morning  early;  has  risen  15 
eet,  and  is  yet  rising  rapidly — 5 o^clock  p.  m.  Should  not  this  be 
mown  at  the  batteries  1 May  not  the  gunboats  take  the  advantage  to 
>ass  over 

The  river  here  is  about  the  width  at  the  obstructions. 

0.  DIMMOCK, 
Brigadier- General. 


general  D.  H.  Hill: 


Headquarters,  June  4, 1862. 


General  : I have  just  ordered  General  Eipley  to  put  all  the  force 
to  the  road  that  he  can. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Major-  Generalj  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

1^0.  61.  j DdbWs  Souse,  June  4,  1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  H.  Chilton,  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general 
having  reported  for  duty  with  the  command  of  General  E.  E.  Lee,  ii 
announced  as  chief  of  the  staff  of  the  commanding  general. 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  123.  1 June  4,  1862. 

The  following  assignments  are  made  of  brigadier* generals : 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  L.  Kemper  is  assigned  to  command  of  brigade  lateb 
commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  and  will  report  to  Major-Genera 
Longstreet  for  duty  ; Brig.  Gen.  W.  D.  Pender  to  brigade  lately  com 
manded  by  Brigadier-General  Pettigrew,  and  Brig.  Gen.  James  J 
Archer  to  brigade  lately  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Hatton 
both  in  division  now  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  t( 
whom  they  will  report  for  duty. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters,  June  5, 1862. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Stevens, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

Major  : The  only  way  by  which  the  enemy  can  convey  heavy  artil. 
lery  from  the  Chickahominy  is  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad.  It  has  oc’ 
curred  to  me  that  he  is  constructing  a railroad  battery,  probably  platecj 
with  iron,  to  push  along  the  road  and  sweep  the  country.  That  ma^ 
be  the  object  of  his  bUnd  on  the  railroad.  Can  you  not  take  a position 
probably  where  General  Toombs  is  stationed,  and  erect  a battery  t( 
oppose  him  If  we  can  hold  him  on  the  railroad  he  cannot  advanc( 
by  his  present  front,  I think,  for  I do  not  see  how  he  can  provision  hij 
troops.  If  we  could  construct  a railroad  battery,  though,  plated  anc 
protected  with  a heavy  gun,  it  would  probably  be  preferable  to  a fixec 
gun.  What  do  you  think  of  its  practicability  ? Please  let  me  kno\^ 
what  progress  you  are  making  and  the  condition  of  affairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters,  June  5, 1862. 

Col.  J.  Gorgas, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  Department  : 

Colonel  : Is  there  a possibility  of  constructing  an  iron-plated  bat 
tery,  mounting  a heavy  gun,  on  trucks,  the  whole  covered  with  iron,  tc 
move  along  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad  ? Please  see  what  can  be  done 
See  the  Navy  Department  and  officers.  If  a proper  one  can  be  got  uj 
at  once  it  will  be  of  immense  advantage  to  us.  Have  you  any  mortars 
that  we  could  put  at  some  point  on  the  railroad  ? 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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Headquarters, 

Near  Richmond^  Va.,  June  5,  1862. 

Hou.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

■ Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  : I wrote  to  His  Excellency  the  President  this  morning  about  re- 
enforcements for  General  Jackson.*  The  troops  from  Georgia  you  pro- 
pose sending  him  I believe  form  a part  of  General  Lawton’s  brigade. 
I wish  they  were  mine,  but  with  the  North  Carolina  battalion,  if  they 
can  join  him,  will  fill  up  his  ranks.  He  ought  to  have  more,  or  these 
will  not  materially  aid  him.  His  plan  is  to  march  to  Front  Eoyal  and 
crush  Shields.  It  is  his  only  course,  and  as  he  is  a good  soldier,  I ex- 
pect him  to  do  it. 

I telegraphed  yesterday  to  Major  Harman,  at  Staunton,  to  collect  all 
the  troops  in  that  vicinity,  raise  the  community,  magnify  their  num- 
bers, and  march  down  the  valley  and  communicate  with  Jackson.  It 
will  shake  Shields  and  make  him  pause. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Dre wry’s  Bluff,  Ya., 

June  5,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

There  is  a battery  of  boat  howitzers,  commanded  by  Captain  Young, 
doing  nothing  at  Petersburg.  It  would  be  very  serviceable  here  to 
place  upon  the  hill  in  rear  of  Drewry’s  Bluff. 

J.  G.  WALKEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 

Near  Richmond^  Fa.,  June  5,  1862. 

General  J.  G.  Walker, 

Commanding  Brigade  at  Brewrfs  Bluffs  Va.  : 

General  : I am  very  desirous  that  you  should  have  your  whole  bri- 
gade on  this  side  of  the  river,  or  at  least  be  prepared  to  join  the  regi- 
ments now  here  at  the  shortest  notice.  It  is  equally  important  that  the 
safety  of  the  battery  at.  Drewry’s  Bluff  should  be  secured.  I have 
written  to  General  Eansom  at  Petersburg  to  know  his  strength  and 
whether  he  could  not  cover  the  works  at  Drewry  from  parties  landing 
from  the  river.  He  will  probably  visit  Drewry,  and  I desire  you  to  give 
him  all  information,  and  let  me  know  whether  you  cannot  with  pro- 
priety bring  your  regiments  that  are  with  you  to  this  side.  Is  the 
bridge  of  boats  serviceable 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

Near  Richn^ondj  Fa.,  June  5,  1862. 

Capt.  George  Minor, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography : 

The  Armstrong  gun,  if  mounted  on  a field  carriage,  with  its  supply 
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of  projectiles,  will  be  of  immense  importance  to  us.  Can  we  not  bave 
it  in  the  morning'?  The  smaller  guns  (Parrott)  I think  we  have  enough 
of  at  present.  I am  very  anxious  to  have  a railroad  battery.  I wrote 
to  Colonel  Gorgas  on  the  subject  this  morning  and  asked  him  to  get 
you  and  Brooke  to  aid  me.  Till  something  better  could  be  accom- 
plished I i)roposed  a Dahlgren  or  columbiad,  on  a ship’s  carriage,  on  a 
railroad  flat,  with  one  of  your  navy  iron  aprons  adjusted  to  it  to  pro- 
tect gun  and  men.  If  I could  get  it  in  position  by  daylight  to-morrow 
I could  astonish  our  neighbors.  The  enemy  cannot  get  up  his  heavy 
guns  except  by  railroad.  We  must  block  his  progress. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

B.  B.  LBB, 

General, 


Headquarters, 

Babb’s  Bouse,  June  5,  1862. 

Major-General  Magruder  : 

General:  General  Lee  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  this  evening,*  and  to  express  his  gratification  at  the; 
handsome  conduct  of  our  troops  during  the  day.  He  only  regrets  that! 
the  working  parties  of  the  enemy  were  not  driven  ofl‘  this  morning,  as  i 
this  would  have  rendered  our  advantages  greater.  His  object  in  direct- 
ing the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  and  the  establishment  of  a picket  onlyj 
at  Mr.  James  Garnett’s  was  to  save  the  men  the  unnecessary  exposure j 
and  fatigue  which  they  would  incur  if  kept  constantly  drawn  up  in  linei 
of  battle.  He  thought  the  picket  would  give  you  such  timely  notice  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  as  to  enable  you  to  make  the  necessary 
disposition  to  resist  and  repulse  him  should  he  attempt  to  occupy  the' 
position.  At  this  distance  he  cannot  judge  of  the  effect  of  the  several  , 
combinations  of  the  enemy  upon  the  positions  we  now  hold  to  which  you 
allude,  nor  does  he  intend  to  give  definite  instructions  in  the  case.  He 
is  unwilling,  however,  to  recede  from  a position  when  only  threatened, 
and  thinks  our  artillery  could  as  effectually  damage  the  enemy  as  his 
would  injure  us.  Mr.  James  Garnett’s  place  would  be  so  important  to 
him  that  it  is  highly  desirable  to  prevent  his  possession  of  it,  if  we  can 
do  so  without  unnecessary  or  unwarrantable  sacrifice,  and  he  wishes 
you  under  these  circumstances  to  resist  him  should  he  attempt  to  gain 
the  position.  As  you  are  on  the  ground  he  leaves  the  matter  to  your 
judgment  and  discretion,  but  suggests  that  the  men  be  allowed  to  rest 
to-night  if  possible,  and  that  the  necessary  dispositions  be  made  early 
in  the  morning,  should  you  determine  to  contest  the  occupancy  of  the 
place. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  63.  ) June  5,  1862. 

I.  To  prevent  straggling  a provost  guard  will  be  established  within 
each  division,  to  consist  of  1 lieutenant,  1 non-commissioned  oflicer,  and 
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0 privates  from  each  regiment,  to  be  selected  from  those  most  reliable 
md  efficient,  and  to  remain  upon  this  duty  unless  relieved  from  ineffi- 
iency  or  other  causes. 

These  guards,  under  such  instructions  as  division  commanders  may 
pve,  will  be  aided  by  a cavalry  company,  which  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stu- 
i[,rt  will  send  in  daily  to  Eichmond  to  pick  up  all  parties  absent  without 
imthority.  Assistance,  if  required,  will  also  be  given  by  General 
i^inder,  provost-marshal  of  Eichmond,  to  whom  officers  in  charge  of 
inch  guards  will  report  whenever  visiting  the  city  in  discharge  of  duty. 

1 II.  Whisky  rations  may  be  issued  on  the  authority  of  division  com- 
loanders  when  deemed  essential  to  the  health  of  the  men  from  the  in- 

ilemency  of  the  weather  or  exposure  in  the  swamps. 

By  command  of  General  Lee  : 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


“ Headquarters,  June  6,  1862. 

leneral  James  Longstreet  : 


I My  Hear  General  : I have  just  received  your  note  of  this  evening, 
leneral  Jones’  division  has  been  moved  to  the  left  to  rejoin  General 
lagruder’s  command.  Smith’s  division.  General  Whiting,  occupies 
he  ground  between  the  Nine-mile  road  and  the  York  Elver  Eailroad. 
l-here  is  no  gap  in  the  line  or  ought  not  to  be.  I found  divisions  and 
liven  brigades  were  becoming  disintegrated  to  the  left.  You  have  a 
^jood  neighbor,  and  I hope  you  will  get  along  harmoniously. 

I have  been  out  all  clay  on  the  left.  Just  in.  All  quiet,  but  the 
nemy  working  like  beavers,  making  bridges  and  causeways.  I saw 
10  extension  to  his  right.  All  the  bridges,  &c.,  were  from  New  Bridge 
[own.  He  seems  to  be  working  for  the  plateau  this  side  New  Bridge, 
rom  the  bridge  itself,  which  he  has  renewed  on  one  side,  and  his  tete- 
on  the  other.  Our  people  seem  to  think  he  will  advance  to- 
Qorrow  morning.  If  so,  I directed  he  should  be  resisted,  and  act  upon 
I ircum stances.  Be  prepared  on  your  side,  and  if  you  get  word  sweep 
|, round  on  your  right. 

[ Very  truly, 

E.  E.  LEE. 


[Indorsement.] 


xeneral  H.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding^  <Stc. : 

General:  I send  you  a note  just  received  from  General  Lee.  Be 
eady  in  the  morning,  bright  and  early,  if  you  hear  anything.  That 
Ir.  Allen  would  be  of  service  to  us  in  case  we  have  to  move. 

Yery  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  6,  1862. 

ifaj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill, 

Commanding^  &c. : 

General  : General  Lee  directs  that  you  send  a regiment  from  Brig. 
>en.  Joseph  E.  Anderson’s  brigade  to  relieve  the  Sixteenth  Georgia 
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Begimeut,  Colonel  Bryan,  which  [is]  posted  on  the  right  of  Gener 
Anderson’s  brigade.  Upon  being  relieved  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  wi 
report  for  duty  to  Brigadier-General  Cobb. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Bight  Wing  of  the  Army, 

June  6,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Whiting, 

Commanding  Division^  &c. : 

Sir  : I am  directed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  say  that  he  wi 
order  one  of  Jones’  brigades  to  relieve  one  of  the  brigades  of  your  divi 
ion,  now  in  the  rear  of  Mrs.  Price’s;  that  he  will  withdraw  also  tl 
other  brigade  of  Jones’  division  and  place  it  in  position  extending  fro 
Mrs.  Price’s  to  Mr.  James  Garnett’s,  thus  leaving  your  division  to  occu] 
and  defend  the  ground  from  the  Nine-mile  road  to  the  railroad.  A 
your  division  is  a large  one  and  Jones’  is  a weak  one,  he  can  do  not 
ing  toward  defending  the  ground  on  the  right  of  the  Nine-mile  roa 
He  considers  it  essential,  therefore,  that  one  of  your  brigades  be  ke] 
in  front  on  that  ground,  and  that  your  reserves  should  be  in  easy  su 
porting  distance  of  the  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Old  Tavern.  I 
ho])es  this  arrangement  will  be  satisfactory  to  you. 

In  reference  to  the  artillery  of  your  division,  Major-General  Magr 
der  directs  me  to  say  that  he  does  not  recollect  to  have  given  any  ord 
upon  any  occasion  whatever.  He  also  instructs  me  to  say  that  he  co 
siders  you  in  the  independent  command  of  your  division,  except  wh( 
operations  are  going  on  jointly  between  your  own  and  his  division 
when  by  law  the  ranking  officer  commands,  which  he  does  not  desi 
to  do  except  in  cases  of  necessity. 

In  order  to  effect  the  transportation  of  your  troops  and  those 
General  Jones  to-day,  he  informs  you  that  General  Jones  will  mo' 
his  division  from  the  right  by  the  rear  to  your  left,  and  will  inform  tl 
next  commanding  officer  of  brigade  in  your  division  on  his  left  wb( 
this  movement  will  take  place.  He  suggests  that  you  will  direct  tli 
movement  of  your  line  of  battle  by  the  right  flank  to  the  railroad  ai 
leave  vacant  the  ground  now  occupied  by  your  Third  Brigade,  to  1 
occupied  by  one  of  General  Jones’  brigades. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Bight  Wing, 
June  6,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Jones: 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  say  that  y( 
will  please  move  your  division  from  the  right  by  the  rear  to  your  lei 
and  inform  the  next  brigade  commander  (General  Whiting’s  divisio 
on  your  left  when  this  movement  will  take  place.  It  should  be  doi 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  so  that  you  can  get  into  position  bcfo 
niglit.  Direct  the  artillery  of  Toombs’  brigade  to  remain  in  posili< 
until  relieved  by  artillery  of  Whiting’s  division,  either  to-day  or  t 
morrow.  A brigade  to  protect  this  artillery  from  General  Whiting! 
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iivision  will  be  on  the  spot  before  General  Toombs^  brigade  moves, 
inderson’s  brigade  will  relieve  the  Third  Brigade  j Whiting’s  division 
n the  rear  of  Mrs.  Price’s  house.  At  dusk  two  regiments  of  Ander- 
lon’s  brigade  will  relieve  the  two  left  regiments  of  Griffith’s  brigade 
lear  Mrs.  Price’s  house  and  Dr.  Garnett’s  respectively. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

A.  G.  DIOKINSOif, 

I Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

i 

I 

i Port  Republic,  Va., 

June  6,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

\ General  : My  present  position  is  such  that  if  Shields  forms  a junc- 
lion  with  Fremont  by  moving  west  he  will  have  to  do  so  by  marching 
[rithin  about  2 miles  of  my  advanced  brigade  or  else  he  must  return 
^0  New  Market.  Should  my  command  be  required  at  Richmond  I can 
[lie  at  Mechanics’  Run  [Mechum’s  River?]  Depot,  on  the  Central  Rail- 
Pad,  the  second  day’s  march,  and  part  of  the  command  can  reach 
here  the  first  day,  as  the  distance  is  25  miles.  At  present  I do  not 
pe  that  I can  do  much  more  than  rest  my  command  and  devote  its 
ime  to  drilling.  My  advanced  brigade  is  about  7 miles  this  side  of 
larrisonburg.  If  Shields  crosses  the  Blue  Ridge,  shall  my  entire 
nmmaud,  or  any  part  of  it,  move  correspondingly  ? 

While  I rejoice  at  your  success,  yet  I am  grieved  to  hear  that  you 
re  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major-General. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  June  8, 1862. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

If  General  Jackson  is  safe  in  his  position,  and  cannot  undertake  offen- 
ive  operations,  which  seems  to  be  the  case,  re- enforcements  will  be  lost 
pon  him.  I have  written  [him]  to  report  what  he  can  do  ; to  rest  and 
afresh  his  men,  and  to  be  prepared  to  unite  with  the  army  near  Rich- 
lond  if  called  on,  but  not  to  omit  to  strike  the  enemy  if  it  can  be  done 
uccessfully. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Richmond,  June  6,  1862. 

|*eneral  J.  G.  Walker, 

Drewrfs  Bluff,  Ya. : 

Have  you  any  information  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  the  river 
^-day  ? How  far  down  do  your  scouts  keep  observation  ? Has  the 
bstruction  been  aflected  by  the  rise  in  the  river  ? 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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Headquarters,  June  7, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I grieve  at  the  death  of  General  Ashby.  I hope  he  will  find  a sue 
cessor.  I doubt  whether  Eadford  would  be.  Eansom  cannot  be  spare 
from  his  brigade,  nor  would  he,  I presume,  exchange  his  command  fo: 
the  cavalry  of  Jackson.  We  must  endeavor  to  find  some  one.  Geil 
eral  Stuart  mentions  Col.  Fitz.  Lee,  of  the  First  Virginia  Cavalry, 
do  not  know  whether  he  could  carry  with  him  Ashby^s  men. 

Send  the  Georgia  regiments  you  mention.  They  will  be  some  helj 
We  must  aid  a gallant  man  if  we  perish. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

P.  S. — How  would  Ool.  Thomas  T.  Munford,  of  Second  Virginia  Oar 
airy,  answer^  He  seems  to  be  a good  officer,  judging  at  this  distauc<i 
and  was  elected  in  place  of  Eadford.  General  George  [H.]  Steuart,  (i 
the  Maryland  Brigade,  is  with  Jackson.  He  is  a cavalry  officer. 


Headquarters, 

June  7,  1862 — 11  a m. 

General  Johnston,  0.  S.  A. : 

General  : Your  kind  favor  and  present  are  received ; many  thanl 
for  both.  I hope  you  won’t  think  that  I could  visit  the  city  withoi 
doing  myself  the  pleasure  to  see  you  the  first  thing.  I have  desire; 
to  go  in  every  day,  and  for  no  other  purpose,  but  I have  been  afraid  1 
leave  my  command  for  a single  moment.  It  has  so  turned  out  that 
might  have  done  so,  but  I did  not  know  it.  Not  knowing  what  momei 
I may  be  called  ujjon,  I am  afraid  to  move.  I shall  not  fail  you  tt 
first  moment  that  I consider  safe. 

The  failure  of  complete  success  on  Saturday  [May  31]  I attribute  1 
the  slow  movements  of  General  Huger’s  command.  This  threw  perha] 
the  hardest  part  of  the  battle  upon  my  OAvn  poor  division.  It  is  great! 
cut  up,  but  as  true  and  ready  as  ever.  Our  ammunition  was  near! 
exhausted  when  Whiting  moved,  and  I could  not  therefore  move  c 
with  the  rush  that  we  could  had  his  movement  been  earlier.  We  di 
advance,  however,  through  three  encampments  and  only  stopped  i 
night-fall.  The  enemy  ran  in  great  confusion,  but  the  troops  were  a 
ranged  en  echelon,  and  we  encountered  fresh  troops  every  few  hundre 
yards.  These  readily  fell  back,  however,  as  the  fleeing  ones  came  t 
them  closely  pursued. 

I can’t  but  help  think  that  a display  of  his  forces  on  the  left  flan 
of  the  enemy  by  General  Huger  would  have  con)i)leted  the  afiair  an 
given  Whiting  as  easy  and  pretty  a game  as  was  ever  had  upon  a ha 
tie-field.  Slow  men  are  a little  out  of  place  upon  the  field.  Altogetln 
it  was  very  well,  but  I can’t  help  but  regret  that  it  was  not  coinplet 

With  kindest  expressions  for  Mrs.  Johnston  and  the  members  of  yoi 
staft’,  I remain,  truly  and  sincerely,  yours, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET. 
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pecial  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  Generates  Office, 

No.  131.  ( Richmond^  Ya.^  June  7,  1862. 

* * * * ^ # # * 

XXIY.  Colonel  Atkinson’s  and  Colonel  Lamar’s  regiments  Georgia 
olunteers  will  immediately  proceed  via  Mechum’s  Eiver  Depot  to  Port 
epublic,  Ya.,  and  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson,  command- 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 

1 Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Yirginia, 

* June  8,  1862. 

he  Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

I Richmond,,  Va. : 

; Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a list  of  details  and  transfers 
pm  this  army  to  service  in  hospitals,  in  the  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ent,  and  to  other  duties,  which  will  take  them  from  the  troops  now  in 
le  presence  of  the  enemy.  You  will  perceive  that  the  army  will  lose 
y’ these  orders  37  men,  among  them  4 sergeants  and  6 members  of  cav- 
ry  companies.  If  it  be  possible  it  would  be  much  better  to  employ 
|3rsons  not  in  service  for  hospital  duties,  or,  if  this  cannot  be  done, 
,)nvalescents  should  be  used  rather  than  men  on  dut^^  in  the  field,  and 
idvates  rather  than  non-commissioned  officers. 

1 I respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  great  importance  of  not 
' minishing  the  cavalrj^  force,-  already  too  small,  by  details  or  transfers 
j'r  any  purpose.  You  will  find  some  men  detailed  from  this  army  for 
Tvice  not  in  the  field  at  distant  places.  I respectfully  request  that 
3 such  details  be  made,  unless  it  be  found  impossible  to  iirocure  suit- 
ile  persons  for  such  services  at  the  places  where  they  are  to  be  ren- 
i3red,  or  without  taking  them  from  this  army. 

I also  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  list  shows 
le  transfer  from  an  artillery  company  in  service  with  this  army  to  a 
irtisan  ranger  corps.  I understand  that  such  transfers  would  not 
3 made  by  the  Department,  and  have  so  replied  to  a number  of  appli- 
"ttions  for  similar  transfers.  I respectfully  ask  that  this  army  be  not 
minished  by  transfers  of  this  kind,  at  least  for  the  present.  The 
|iclosed  list  represents  the  accumulation  of  three  days,  and  if  it  is  to 
p on  it  will  seriously  impair  our  strength. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

• E.  E.  LEE, 

! General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Yirginia, 

June  8,  1862. 

ol.  Thomas  E.  E.  Cobb, 

Commanding  Georgia  Legion : 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  has  been  received.*  It  is 
Bemed  necessary  in  the  operations  about  Eichmond  that  the  cavalry 

* Not  found. 
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should  be  kept  upon  the  flanks  of  the  army.  The  cavalry  force  being 
weak  and  hardly  suflicient  for  the  numerous  demands  upon  it,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  bring  all  the  cavalry  together  as  much  as  possible 
for  the  supposed  good  of  the  service,  not  from  personal  cousiderations. 
It  must  be  apparent  that  your  cavalry  can  be  much  more  usefully 
employed  where  it  is  than  it  could  be  were  it  with  your  Legion  in  its 
present  position  behind  the  Chickahominy,  where  there  would  be  no 
field  for  its  operatious.  Though  it  may  be  on  difterent  sides  of  Eich- 
mond,  it  is  in  the  same  wing  of  the  army  as  your  Legion.  When  it  is 
practicable,  independent  organizations  will  not  be  disturbed ; but  when 
a necessity  arises  every  consideration  must  yield  to  the  public  interest. 
Should  more  artillery  be  required  with  General  Cobb’s  brigade,  ori 
should  there  be  no  reason  why  that  at  present  attached  to  it  should 
continue  with  it  in  preference  to  that  belonging  to  your  Legion,  I see 
no  reason  why,  when  practicable,  an  exchange  should  not  be  made. 
If  you  will  make  application  through  General  Cobb  it  will  be  considered. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CHILTOI^, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Jtine  8,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise, 

Commanding^  &c.: 

• General  : General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  is  charged  with  all  the  outpost 
duty  of  the  army  in  its  present  position,  and  for  the  purpose  all  the  cav- 
alry has  been  placed  under  his  command.  Special  Orders,  No.  120,  of 
May  28,  is  in  force.  I regret  that  the  order  was  not  received  by  you  pre- 
viously. I am  informed  by  Captain  Mason,  assistant  adjutant-general 
with  General  Johnston,  that  it  was  ascertained  a day  or  two  after  the 
issue  of  the  order  that  it  had  not  been  received  by  you,  and  a special 
copy  with  a note  of  apology  was  forwarded  to  you  by  a staff  officer  of 
your  command  by  General  Johnston’s  direction. 

I desire  you  to  direct  Colonel  Davis  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B. 
Stuart  for  orders,  and  request  him,  until  further  directed  by  General 
Stuart,  to  continue  his  pickets  as  now  posted  ; to  forward  any  informa- 
tion of  importance  to  him,  and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  you  informed 
of  what  is  passing  in  your  front. 

Orders  were  given  yesterday  to  have  the  bridge  over  James  Eiver 
above  Wilton  replaced.  I was  in  hopes  it  had  been  accomplished. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  8,  1862. 

General  Thomas  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Army  in  the  Valley  : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  6th  [addressed  to  General  Johnston] 
has  been  received.  I congratulate  you  upon  defeating  and  then  avoid- 
ing your  enemy.  Your  march  to  Winchester  has  been  of  great  ad- 
vantage, and  has  been  conducted  with  your  accustomed  skill  and  bold- 
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jss.  I hope  you  will  be  able  to  rest  and  refresh  your  troops  for  a few 
lys  before  compelled  to  enter  upon  active  service.  I desire  you  to 
port  the  probable  intentions  of  the  enemy  and  what  steps  you  can 
ke  to  thwart  them.  Should  there  be  nothing  requiring  your  attention 
the  valley,  so  as  to  prevent  your  leaving  it  for  a few  days,  and  you 
,n  make  arrangements  to  deceive  the  enemy  and  impress  him  with  the 
ea  of  your  presence,  please  let  me  know,  that  you  may  unite  at  the 
jcisive  moment  with  the  army  near  Eichmond.  Make  your  arrange- 
ents  accordingly,  but  should  an  opportunity  occur  for  striking  the 
lemy  a successful  blow  do  not  let  it  escape  you. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  8,  1862. 

[•ig.  Geh.  E.  Eansom, 

Commanding^  chc.,  Petersburg^  Va. : 

General  : Your  letter  of  June  4 is  received. 1 desire  to  reunite 
I e regiments  of  your  brigade,  but  I think  the  probability  is  that  there 
11  be  more  need  of  your  whole  command  at  Drewry^s  Bluff  than  at 
itersburg.  1 am  now  expecting  General  Holmes  to  reach  Petersburg 
ith  a part  of  his  command,  when  the  troops  with  you  can  be  ordered 
Drewry^s  Bluff  to  join  those  now  at  that  place,  where  they  will  be 
larer  the  probable  scene  of  action. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

I JDabb^s  House.,  June  8,  1862. 

■on.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

I Secretary  of  War,  Richmond.,,  Ya. : 

'Sir  : As  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is 
1 sufficiency  of  artillery  with  this  army,  and  that  no  more  could  be 
led  to  advantage.  General  Beauregard  has  already  sent  upward  of 
; 0 surplus  pieces  to  his  rear,  after  retaining  what  he  deemed  all  that 
AS  requisite.  Under  these  circumstances  I respectfully  suggest  that 
le  light  artillery  now  being  organized  at  the  fair  grounds  near  Eich- 
pnd  be  changed  to  some  other  branch  of  the  service,  where  the  horses 
i d men  could  be  used  to  greater  advantage.  I do  not  think  the  good 
« the  service  will  be  at  all  advanced  by  completing  their  equipment  as 
ilillery. 

I I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1 E.  E.  LEE, 

[ General. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Thorne’s  House,  June  8,  1862. 

Lionel  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : Major-General  McLaws  writes  that  he  apprehends  an  attack  in 
la  immediate  front,  and  desires  that  Griffith’s  brigade  be  sent  to  him 


*Not  found. 
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early  to-morrow  morning.  I have  declined  sending  this  brigade,  a 
both  its  offic.ers  and  men  know  the  ground  here  so  well,  and  if  tb 
enemy  attack  anywhere  I think  it  will  be  here.  I have  informed  him 
however,  that  Griffith’s  brigade  should  be  sent  to  him  if  he  is  presscc 
and  that  brigade  is  not  absolutely  required  here,  and  that  I have  sug 
gested  that  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  should  have  orders  to  send  him  re-eu 
ibrcements  should  he  need  them  and  if  they  can  be  spared.  I do  no 
anticipate  the  attack  there  except  as  a feint,  however,  but  have  th 
honor  to  request  that  such  instructions  be  given  Major-General  Hill. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDER, 
Major- General^  Commanding  Right  Wing, 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  9, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker, 

Drewryh  Bluffs  Va.  : 

I presume  that  you  have  been  informed  by  Captain  Milligan  tha 
the  Monitor  and  one  gunboat  are  at  City  Point  and  that  nine  gunboatil 
and  four  transports  came  up  James  River  at  9 a.  m.  to-day.  He  has  s< 
telegraphed  to  the  Department. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

JSecretary  of  War. 


Headquarters,  June  9, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I received  this  morning  a telegram  from  Staunton  announcing 
a glorious  victory  achieved  by  the  gallant  Jackson  and  his  troops.  1 
confirmed  it  will  enable  him  to  take  the  offensive  again.  Re-enforce 
ments  will  therefore  be  important  to  him.  Those  you  ordered  shoulc 
go  on  in  that  event. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  9,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

General  : The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  saj^  that  Genera 
Stuart  is  charged  with  all  outpost  duty  of  cavalry,  and  reports  an 
made  directly  to  him  for  direct  communication  to  the  commanding 
general.  Your  picketing,  of  course,  under  these  circumstances  is  con 
fined  to  infantry  picketing  to  protect  your  front.  It  is  designed  to  pul 
Chaffin’s  Bluffi  under  command  of  the  Navy,  if  not  already  so  com 
manded,  and  the  attention  of  the  authorities  at  Richmond  has  agaii 
been  called  to  that  iioint  by  the  commanding  general.  Colonel  StuarG 
regiment  will  be  assigned  in  orders  to  Garland’s  brigade,  D.  H.  Hill’j 
division,  the  Sixth  Virginia  already  constituting  a part  of  Mahoiie’;: 
brigade,  its  reunion  with  which  will  be  regulated  by  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H 
Hill.  Your  brigade  forming  a part  of  Hill’s  division,  please  make  af 
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reports  and  communications  through  him.  Divisions  and  brigades  are 
not  numbered,  but  designated  by  names  of  commanders. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  10,  1862. 


Col.  G.  W.  Lee, 

Commanding^  Petersburg.,  Ya. : 

Your  command,  as  well  as  the  regiments  of  General  Lawton’s  bri- 
gade, as  they  arrive  at  Petersburg,  will  be  sent  to  General  Jackson’s 
army,  at  Port  Republic,  via  Lynchburg  and  Mechum’s  River  Station. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  June  10, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Ransom, 

Petersburg j Va.: 

The  brigade  under  General  Lawton  is  destined  for  General  Jackson’s 
army,  near  Port  Republic.  As  the  several  regiments  arrive  at  Peters- 
burg cause  them  to  be  sent  by  railroad  via  Lynchburg  to  Mechum’s 
River  Depot. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  June  10,  1862. 


Col.  Hugh  R.  Miller, 

Oxford^  Miss. : 

Proceed  with  your  regiment  of  Mississipjji  Yolunteers  by  railroad  to 
this  city,  and  report  to  this  office.  Apply  to  nearest  quartermaster  for 
transportation  by  railroad. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters, 

BabVs  HousCj  Fa.,  June  10,  1862. 

Col.  A.  C.  Myers, 

Quartermaster-  Ge^ieral : 

Colonel  : This  army  has  with  it  in  the  field  little  or  no  protection 
aBrom  weather.  Tents  seem  to  have  been  abandoned,  and  the  men  cover 
themselves  by  means  of  their  blankets  and  other  contrivances.  The 
shelter-tent  seems  to  be  preferred  by  them,  and  I have  tliouglit  that 
isomething  could  be  mauutactured  out  of  the  tents  now  on  hand  better 
than  what  they  have  in  use.  A simple  fly,  or  cloth  of  that  sliape,  would 
answer  the  purpose.  This  continued  inclement  weather  I fear  will 
produce  great  sickness,  and  I desire  to  see  what  can  be  done  for  the 
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protection  and  comfort  of  the  men.  Please  give  me  your  views  and  the 
capabilities  of  the  department  to  aiford  relief. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Kiuht  Wing, 

Thorne’s  Farm,  Va.,  June  10,  1862. 

Col.  E.  H.  Chilton: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  represent  that  I am  informed  that  Major- 
General  Longstreet  is  in  command  of  all  the  troops  on  the  right  flank 
or  on  the  Williamsburg  road.  As  I occupy  a similar  position,  on  the 
Kine-mile  road,  to  General  Longstreet,  I beg  to  be  informed  whether  I 
am  in  command  of  General  Whiting’s  as  well  as  the  troops  of  the  right 
wing,  regularlj^  assigned  to  me.  I consider  it  of  importance  to  have 
this  fairly  understood.  Had  I so  considered  myself  I would  have  taken 
many  steps  which  I recommended,  but  did  not  consider  myself  at  lib- 
erty to  order. 

The  troops  holding  the  ground  between  the  Old  Tavern  and  the  rail- 
road and  those  holding  the  positions  at  Mr.  Garnett’s  and  Mrs.  Price’s 
should  obviously  be  under  one  commander. 

I have  also  the  honor  to  request  to  be  informed  if  the  engineers 
assigned  to  the  division  commanders  under  me  are  subject  to  my  order, 
and  if  not,  whether  the  commanding  general  will  assign  an  engineer  to 
me.  1 sliould  prefer  Lieutenant  Douglas.  Many  works  expected  to 
be  accomplished  bj^  me  are  delayed  for  the  want  of  an  engineer  to  lay 
them  out  and  extend  them  as  may  be  required. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  10,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  Division: 

General  : With  regard  to  General  Whiting’s  division  being  within 
your  control,  the  commanding  general  desires  me  to  say  that  your  com- 
mand does  not  extend  beyond  those  of  Generals  McLaws’  and  Jones’. 
He  thinks  by  continuing  the  system  of  division  commanders  greater 
harmony  may  be  preserved  throughout  the  armj^,  as  all  questions  involv- 
ing difl'erences  of  opinion  may  be  referred  to  a common  superior  and 
promptly  settled.  This  arrangement  may  be  changed  during  an  en- 
gagement, if  deemed  expedient  at  the  time. 

With  regard  to  the  assignment  of  Lieutenant  Douglas,  engineer 
Provisional  Army,  to  your  division,  the  general  considers  it  necessary, 
in  order  to  secure  the  prompt  and  energetic  performance  of  all  duties 
pertaining  to  that  branch  of  the  service,  that  engineer  officers  should  v 
report  to  Major  Stevens,  chief  engineer  of  this  army,  so  as  to  be  under  f 
the  direction  of  one  head,  and  consequently  more  available  and  easily  < 
reached  when  required  for  particular  service. 

1 am,  sir,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Thorne’s  House,  Va.,  June  10,  1862. 

jlol.  A.  P.  Mason, 

' Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

\ Sir  : I regret  to  inform  you  that  I cannot  find  the  map  of  Hanover 
j;hat  you  request.  I think  Major  Bryan,  who  is  now  absent,  has  the 
nap  with  him.  As  soon  as  I can  procure  it  I will  send  it  to  you. 

; I addressed  a note  this  morning  to  Colonel  Chilton,  requesting  infor- 
mation concerning  the  extent  of  my  command.  I wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  I was  pressing  no  claim,  but  only  wished  to 
mow  what  my  responsibilities  were  in  order  to  meet  them.  My  only 
lesire  is  to  understand  and  ascertain  the  intentions  of  the  general  com- 
manding, which  I will  cheerfully  carry  out.  In  any  disposition  that 
vill  be  made  I feel  confident  of  my  ability  to  co-operate  with  Gen- 
eral Whiting,  but  the  letter  was  written  because  the  subject-matter 
;f  inquiry  was  too  important  not  to  be  clearly  understood,  and  dif- 
lerence  of  opinions  necessarily  arise,  as  they  have  already  arisen,  con- 
cerning what  troops  should  make  certain  partial  attacks  on  the  enemy, 
vhich  we  both  considered  proper.  These  differences  are  not  accom- 
)anied  by  anything  unpleasant  between  General  Whiting  and  myself, 
)ut  are  such  as  will  necessarily  arise  between  two  independent  minds 
vhen  neither  commands,  and  produce  inconvenience  in  little  matters 
00  unimportant  to  be  referred  to  the  commanding  general.  For  instance, 
f the  fortification  at  Golding’s  is  to  be  attacked,  my  troops  should  do 
t,  and  if  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  Nine-mile  road  are  to  be  kept 
clear  of  the  enemy,  General  Whiting’s  troops  should  do  it,  as  my  troops 
lold  positions  too  vital  for  them  to  leave  for  that  purpose.  If  the  com- 
nauding  general  should  wish  the  woods  to  be  kept  clear  I am  willing 
(.0  make  the  attack  with  two  of  my  brigades  and  one  of  General  Whit- 
ng’s,  provided  that  he  send  one  to  replace  Cobb’s  brigade  at  Mrs. 
Christian’s,  as  I would  take  his  brigade,  and  the  front  he  now  guards 
vould  then  be  left  uncovered.  The  rest  of  General  Whiting’s  brigades 
could  then  remain  in  the  main  line  of  battle  as  a reserve  to  this  for- 
vard  movement  should  that  be  decided  on  at  any  time. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Eight  Wing. 


Outpost,  June  10,  1862. 

Ton.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A. : 

The  anniversary  of  Bethel  has  turned  my  thoughts  to  you  with  the 
lope  that  you  may  prove  the  deliverer  of  the  country.  It  is  now  plain 

0 my  mind  that  Eichmond  can  only  be  saved  by  a wide  sweep  entirely 
A>  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  Without  Beauregard  this  cannot  be  done. 
Liet  us  give  up  the  South  for  the  time  to  capture  McClellan.  A wide 
ietour  to  the  rear  by  50,000  men  would  accomplish  the  object.  The 
memy  has  now  ditched  himself  up  to  the  very  gates  of  Eichmond.  In 

1 week  or  two  weeks  at  furthest  he  will  open  his  siege  batteries  and 
}he  capital  must  fall.  Had  our  whole  force  been  thrown  on  the  Will- 
amsburg  road  last  Sunday  all  might  have  been  well.  But  alas!  it  was 
lot  done.  We  had  got  in  rear  of  the  obstructions  which  foiled  Smith 
ind  Whiting.  Now  the  roads  are  connected  by  abatis  and  rifle  pits. 
The  enemy  can  only  be  turned  by  a wide  circuit  in  rear  of  all  the 
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enemy’s  works.  More  force  must  be  bad  to  accomplish  it,  else  the 
capital  will  fall.  1 have  been  over  the  ground,  understand  it,  and  the 
spirit  of  our  troops.  I think  I know  what  they  can  do  and  what  they 
cannot  do.  The  loss  of  all  our  Southern  cities  is  as  nothing  in  compar- 
ison with  the  capture  of  McClellan  and  a rapid  march  northward.  My 
deep,  almost  agonizing  interest  in  this  struggle  must  be  my  apology 
for  again  intruding  upon  your  time. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


Drewry’s  Bluff,  Ya., 

June  10,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  report  sent  you  yesterday  by  the  signal  officer  at  Petersburg 
seems  to  have  been  a mistake  of  his  own.  As  soon  as  your  dispatch 
reached  me  I sent  Colonel  Manning  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Appo- 
mattox; last  night  he  sent  me  the  information  that  there  are  four  gun- 
boats at  Jones’  Wharf,  three  near  Turkey  Island,  and  one  small  one 
at  Bermuda  Hundred.  The  signal  dispatch  sent  by  the  lieutenant 
near  City  Point,  on  which  Captain  Milligan’s  report  to  you  was  based, 
was  as  follows:  Monitor  and  one  gunboat  off  City  Point,  nine  gunboats 
up  James  Eiver;  all  quiet  on  the  river.  There  were  no  transports  seen 
yesterday  by  my  pickets  or  at  the  signal  station.  I have  no  report 
from  that  direction  this  morning,  which  I would  have  had  if  anything 
unusual  was  going  on. 

J.  G.  WALKEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  near  Eichmond,  Ya., 

June  10,  1862. 

Commanders  of  divisions  will  cause  the  utmost  care  and  vigilance  to 
be  used  in  protecting  and  watching  their  front.  They  will  also  use 
every  means  in  their  power  to  gain  all  possible  information  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  enemy  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  finding  out  his  position, 
strength,  and  the  possibility  of  striking  him  a successful  blow.  The 
advance  of  the  enemy’s  working  parties  must  be  promptly  arrested  by 
our  artillery  and  sharpshooters,  each  commander  using  his  own  discre- 
tion in  the  manner  of  attacking  and  annoying  them  in  their  approach 
to  his  position.  When  an  effort  of  this  kind  is  to  be  made  the  com- 
mander directing  it  will  notify  contiguous  commanders  of  his  intentions, 
that  they  may  be  ready  to  support  him  should  it  be  necessary,  and  will 
also  report  to  the  general  commanding  the  Army.  Commanders  of  di- 
visions will  use  every  means  at  their  command  to  strengthen  their  posi- 
tions in  the  most  ])erfect  manner  with  redoubts,  barricades,  abatis,  rifle 
pits,  &c.  This  will  be  done  when  positions  only  be  but  temporarily  occu- 
pied. They  will  also  cause  particular  attentioii  to  be  paid  to  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  men  under  command,  and  endeavor  to  spare  unneces- 
sary exposure  or  fatigue.  It  is  enjoined  u})on  comnmnders  to  cause 
strict  discipline  to  be  observed  in  their  respective  commands.  Offenders 
must  in  all  cases  be  arrested  and  made  to  answer  for  their  offenses. 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 
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Headquarters,  June  11,  1862. 

Maj.  Hen.  J.  B.  Maoruder, 

Commanding^  &c. : 

General:  Two  brigades  of  General  Smith’s  division,  under  General 
Whiting,  have  been  selected  to  re-enforce  temporarily  General  Jackson. 
This  will  render  some  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  in  front 
of  the  enemy  necessary.  I desire  you  to  extend  your  command  to  the 
York  Eiver  Eailroad.  The  brigades  of  Generals  Pender  and  Archer 
will,  as  soon  as  relieved  by  you,  join  the  portion  of  General  Smith’s 
command  under  General  A.  P.  Hill,  who  has  been  directed  to  take  posi- 
tion nearer  to  your  left.  If  you  find  it  necessary  for  the  occupation  of 
the  ground  between  the  Nine-mile  road  and  railroad  you  can  withdraw 
from  your  left  such  portion  of  your  troops  as  may  be  requisite  as  Gen- 
eral A.  P.  Hill  closes  upon  you.  Make  the  movement  quietly,  if  prac- 
ticable, consulting  the  comfort  of  the  troops  as  well  as  the  good  of  the 
service,  which  I know  your  good  judgment  will  insure. 

I am,  general,  with  great  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Headquarters,  June  11, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill, 

BrooJce  Boad,  Va. : 

General  Magruder  has  been  directed  to  close  by  the  right  to  the  York 
Eiver  Eailroad.  He  will  probably  be  obliged  to  vacate  a portion  of  the 
ground  on  his  left,  which  you  must  occupy.  The  brigades  of  Generals 
Hampton,  Pender,  and  Archer  have  been  directed  to  report  to  you. 
As  they  are  suffering  from  sickness  I suggest  that  they  be  placed  in 
reserve. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters, 

Near  Richmond^  Pu.,  June  11,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Valley  District: 

General:  Your  recent  successes  have  been  the  cause  of  the  liveliest 
joy  in  this  army  as  well  as  in  the  country.  The  admiration  excited  by 
your  skill  and  boldness  has  been  constantl}"  mingled  with  solicitude 
for  your  situation.  The  practicability  of  re-enforcing  you  has  been  the 
subject  of  earnest  consideration.  It  has  been  determined  to  do  so  at 
the  expense  of  weakening  this  army.  Brigadier-General  Lawton  with 
six  regiments  from  Georgia  is  on  the  way  to  you,  and  Brigadier-General 
Whiting  with  eight  veteran  regiments  leaves  here  to-day.  The  object 
is  to  enable  you  to  crush  the  forces  opposed  to  you.  Leave  your  en- 
feebled troops  to  watch  the  country  and  guard  the  passes  covered  by 
your  cavalry  and  artillery,  and  with  your  main  body,  including  Ewell’s 
division  and  Lawton’s  and  Whiting’s  commands,  move  rapidly  to  Ash- 
land by  rail  or  otherwise,  as  you  may  find  most  advantageous,  and  sweep 
down  between  the  Chickahominy  and  Pamunke.v,  cutting  up  the  enemy’s 
communications,  «&c.,  while  this  army  attacks  General  McClellan  in 
front.  He  will  thus,  I think,  be  forced  to  come  out  of  his  intrenchments, 
where  he  is  strongly  posted  on  the  Chickahominy,  and  apparently  pre- 
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paring  to  move  by  gradual  approaches  on  Richmond.  Keep  me  advised 
of  your  movements,  and,  if  practicable,  precede  your  troops,  that  we 
may  confer  and  arrange  for  simultaneous  attack. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Headquarters, 

Dahb^s  Souse,,  Fh.,  June  11,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War,,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

Sir:  It  is  very  desirable  and  important  that  the  acquisition  of  troops 
to  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson  should  be  kept  secret. 
With  this  view  I have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  use  your  in- 
fluence with  the  Richmond  newspajjers  to  prevent  any  mention  of  the 
same  in  the  public  prints. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

BablPs  Farm,  Ya.,  June  11,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General:  You  are  desired  to  make  a secret  movement  to  the  rear 
of  the  enemy,  now  posted  on  Chickahominy,  with  a view  of  gaining 
intelligence  of  his  operations,  communications,  &C.5  of  driving  in  his 
foraging  parties,  and  securing  such  grain,  cattle,  &c.,  for  ourselves  as 
you  can  make  arrangements  to  have  driven  in.  Another  object  is  to 
destroy  his  wagon  trains,  said  to  be  daily  passing  from  the  Piping 
Tree  road  to  his  camp  on  the  Chickahominy.  The  utmost  vigilance  on 
your  part  will  be  necessary  to  prevent  any  surprise  to  yourself,  and  the 
greatest  caution  must  be  practiced  in  keeping  well  in  your  front  and 
flanks  reliable  scouts  to  give  you  information. 

You  will  return  as  soon  as  the  object  of  your  expedition  is  accom- 
plished, and  you  must  bear  constantly  in  mind,  while  endeavoring  to 
execute  the  general  purpose  of  your  mission,  not  to  hazard  unneces- 
sarily your  command  or  to  attempt  what  your  judgment  may  not  ap- 
prove; but  be  content  to  accomplish  all  the  good  you  can  without  feel- 
ing it  necessary  to  obtain  all  that  might  be  desired. 

I recommend  that  you  only  take  such  men  and  horses  as  can  stand 
the  expedition,  and  that  you  take  every  means  in  your  power  to  save 
and  cherish  those  you  do  take.  You  must  leave  sufficient  cavalry  here 
for  the  service  of  this  army,  and  remember  that  one  of  the  chief  objects 
of  your  expedition  is  to  gain  intelligence  for  the  guidance  of  future 
operations. 

Information  received  last  evening,  the  points  of  which  I sent  you, 
lead  me  to  infer  that  there  is  a stronger  force  on  the  enemy’s  right  than 
was  previously  reported.  A large  body  of  infantry,  as  well  as  cav- 
alry, was  reported  near  the  Central  Railroad.  Should  you  find  upon 
investigation  that  the  enemy  is  moving  to  his  right,  or  is  so  strongly 
posted  as  to  render  your  expedition  inopportune — as  its  success,  in  my 
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opinion,  depends  ui)on  its  secrecy — you  will,  after  gaining  all  the  infor- 
mation you  can,  resume  your  former  jmsition. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

- June  11,  1862. 


Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill, 

Commanding^  &c. : 

General  : The  general  commanding  authorizes  you  to  rearrange  the 
brigade  as  far  as  practicable,  and,  as  proposed  in  your  letter  of  this 
morning,  it  being  his  wish  to  carry  out  the  law  in  this  respect  so  far  as 
present  condition  of  things  will  permit,  i)lease  forward  to  this  office, 
according  to  circular  issued  a few  days  since,  a statement  of  composi- 
tion of  your  division,  its  brigades,  and  the  regiments  and  other  organi- 
zations embraced  within  each ; also  names  and  rank  of  commanders  of 
each  respectively. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 


Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  11,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Archer, 

Commanding^  &c.  : 

General  : The  general  commanding' desires  that  so  soon  as  relieved 
by  General  J.  B.  Magruder  you  will  quietly  move  your  command  to 
the  left  of  Magruder’s  division,  reporting  to  Map  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  who 
has  been  directed  to  close  up  on  our  left  with  his  portion  of  the  com- 
mand of  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  of  which  yours  and  the  other  two  bri- 
gades constitute  a part. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  June  11,  1862. 

Major-General  Pemberton, 

Charleston^  S.  C.  : 

Movements  of  an  important  and  decisive  character  are  practicable  if 
we  can  get  re-enforcements  from  the  South.  Send  them  if  you  i)ossibly 
can  without  too  much  risk  to  Charleston. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

June  11,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  I am  just  about  to  relieve  the  brigades  of  Generals  Pen- 
der and  Archer,  who  are  ordered  to  report  to  you.  To  do  this  I am 
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compelled  to  move  the  troops  from  my  left  flank,  fronting  on  the  Chick- 1 
ahominy,  where  the  enemy  have  built  bridges  and  require  to  be  con- ; 
stantly  watched  in  force.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  Generali 
Lee,  directing  me  to  relieve  General  Whiting’s  troops  and  to  fill  up  the 
dangerous  vacancy  on  my  left,  caused  by  the  withdrawal  of  mj^  troops,  i 
I have  ordered  Generals  Pender  and  Archer  to  occupy  this  vacancy  asi 
soon  as  relieved  from  their  present  position  and  report  to  you  by  letter.  ! 
It  will  require  all  my  command  to  hold  the  line  from  the  Oliickahominy  i 
about  Mrs.  Price’s  house  across  the  railroad.  General  Lee  writes  that! 
you  have  been  directed  to  take  position  more  to  my  left.  You  will! 
perceive  the  necessity  of  closing  well  up  to  my  line.  There  are  manyt 
necessary  defensive  works  in  progress  on  the  line  where  your  troops! 
will  replace  mine.  i 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

J.  BAKKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General^  Commanding  Bight  Wing.  , 


Camp  on  Yarina  Eoads,  i 

June  11,  1862.  J 

Major-General  Hill,  ' 

Commanding  Third  Division ^ &c. : ' 

General:  I am  notified  that  the  Fifty-sixth  Eegiment  Virginia! 
Volunteers,  now  under  Major  Slaughter,  is  ordered  to  report  to  Brig  i 
adier-General  Garland,  and  the  Sixth,  under  Colonel  Eogers,  alone  is  ' 
left  at  Chaffin’s  Bluff.  This  reduces  the  forces  for  the  defense  of  the 
batteries  on  the  north  side  of  James  Eiver  to  a very  small  and  inade  i 
quate  number.  The  enemy  on  the  Long  Bridge  road  seem  to  be  ad 
vancing,  and  a number  of  gunboats  and  transports,  from  five  to  teri 
at  various  times,  are  lying  just  below  Varina,  landing  from  time  tc 
time  in  small  parties,  and  threatening  to  land  in  force.  I ask  that  the 
four  companies  belonging  to  the  fourth  regiment  of  my  brigade,  three 
from  Brigadier- General  Eodes’  brigade,  and  one  from  Drewry’s  Blufl 
may  be  ordered  to  join  their  regiments  immediately.  The  whole  of  mj 
cavalry  has  been  detached  and  put  under  orders  of  General  Stuart 
Our  men  are  suffering  from  the  rains  and  want  of  tents. 

Very  respectfully, 

HENEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement  Xo.  1.] 


The  force  with  General  Eodes  was  ordered  three  days  ago  to  joir 
General  Wise.  By  desertion  and  general  worthlessness  it  has  beer 
reduced  to  about  80  men. 


[Indorsement  Xo.  2.] 


D.  H.  HILL. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  11,  1862. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  General  D.  H.  Hill  to  ascertain  if  his  orders 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  three  heavy  artillery  comi)auies,  Goode’^ 
regiment,  and  reasons  for  not  reporting  to  General  Wise. 

By  order  of  General  E.  E.  Lee : 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Thorne’s^  Va.,  June  11,  1862. 

idl.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Sir  : From  the  experience  of  a year  I know  that  no  defensive  works 
f any  great  strength  can  be  expected  of  troops.  It  is  as  much  as 
jiey  will  do  to  throw  up  such  temporary  field  works  as  may  be  abso- 
itely  necessary  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  where  negroes  cannot 
' ork;  and  as  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  importance  and  advantage  to 
is  so  to  fortify  our  positions  as  to  be  enabled  to  send  off  troops  to  pro- 
uce  diversions  or  to  operate  in  the  rear  and  on  the  enemy^s  fianks,  I 
lispectfully  state,  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general,  that 
ihave  with  me  one  of  my  agents,  a most  efficient  and  effective  man, 

I ho  impressed  for  me  a large  number  of  negroes  in  the  different  coun- 
es,  and  who  knows  all  about  it.  These  negroes  could  be  employed 
light  and  day  on  the  works  in  the  rear  of  our  present  positions  and 
;)uld  render  them  really  formidable.  If  the  bridges  of  the  railroads 
!ere  rebuilt  at  once  and  the  roads  protected,  which  I think  could  be 
bne,  and  subsistence  stores  (flour,  at  least)  be  accumulated  at  Eich- 
jiond  in  large  quantities,  we  could  have  a small  army  in  our  works,  and 
large  one  to  threaten  and  fight  the  enemy  with  a view  to  raising  the 
lege. 

In  proposing  this  I would  not  give  up  an  inch  of  ground  which  we 
in  hold.  My  plan  is  to  fight  in  front  and  fortify  with  the  greatest 
^igor  in  rear.  Several  thousand  negroes  would  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Junius  Lamb  is  now  with  me,  and  is  the  agent  I allude  to.  I 
ill  have  all  the  papers  drawn  up  and  printed,  and  if  General  Lee  will 
gn  them'  the  negroes  will  be  obtained. 

This  plan  will  not  interfere  in  any  degree  with  any  offensive  opera- 
ons  which  might  be  inaugurated.  I speak  of  it  only  to  offer  to  the 
)mmanding  general  the  means  which  1 have  successfully  employed  in 
le  Peninsula  to  accomplish  a similar  purpose. 

I am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters, 
Thorne’s,  Ya.,  June  11,  1862. 

ol.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia: 
Colonel  : The  changes  of  troops  ordered  to-day  have  the  effect  to 
iminish  the  forces  by  which  the  positions  at  and  near  the  Old  Tavern 
ave  heretofore  [been]  defended.  Brigadier-General  WhitingVs  com- 
'land  of  about  1,200  men  were  not  considered  by  him  or  myself  as  more 
lan  necessary  to  defend  these  positions. 

After  moving  all  of  Major-General  McLaws’  brigades,  now  stationed 
a the  left  of  Mrs.  Price’s  house,  to  the  position  occupied  by  General 
7hiting’s  troops,  I find  that  they  will  amount  to  less  than  7,000  men. 
-S  the  enemy  has  evidently  settled  upon  this  and  the  railroad  as  his 
nes  of  advance,  and  as  the  Nine-mile  and  New  Bridge  roads  offer  him 
reater  advantages,  the  main  struggle  will  probably  be  there.  The 
irce  now  to  be  stationed  there  I do  not  therefore  consider  sufficient, 
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in  view  of  tlie  great  and  absolute  necessity  of  preventing  bis  advan< 
by  either  of  these  roads. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  who  is  with  me  now,  says  that  he  does  n 
consider  Mahoue’s  brigade  on  the  Charles  City  road  as  necessary.  I 
placed  liiin  there  himself,  having  no  other  convenient  jdace  for  him. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 
Major-General^  Commanding  Bight  Wing. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  130.  1 Jitne  11,  1862. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  C.  Whiting,  with  two  brigades  of  SmitL  ’ 
division,  to  be  selected  by  himself,  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  repot 
to  General  T.  J.  Jackson,  commanding  Army  of  the  Valley.  The  troop! 
with  three  days’  cooked  rations,  will  march  to  the  Dan\'ille  Railroi 
station  in  Richmond,  where  cars  will  be  in  readiness  for  their  trai] 
portatiou.  General  Whiting  will,  in  addition,  select  two  batteries 
Smith’s  division  to  accomiiany  him  if  transportation  can  be  obtaine 
Should  the  means  of  land  transportation  with  General  Jackson  be  insi 
ficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  this  command,  such  as  may  be  necessaif 
will  proceed  hence  to  Charlottesville,  and  thence  proceed  as  directe 
This  command,  being  detached  for  temporary  and  special  service,  w 
move  in  the  lightest  marching  order. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  12,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-  General : 

General  : Some  days  since  Colonel  Pate,  who  is  to  command  a Ki 
talion  or  regiment  of  cavalry,  was  to  have  reported  here  for  duty  wiii 
such  companies  as  were  organized,  without  regard  to  those  in  course 
organization.  The  cavalry  companies  are  greatly  needed,  and  ev< 
where  not  fully  armed  can  be  usefully  employed  in  replacing  couriers 
instructed  regiments.  The  general  commanding  desires  me  to  ask 
you  to  cause  Colonel  Pate  to  report  here  without  further  delay  with  f 
of  the  comi^anies  which  have  been  organized. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General 


Headquarters  Right  Wing, 

Thorne’s.,  Ya.,  June  12,  1862 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Sir  ; I am  directed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  say  to  you  tb 
you  will  arrange  your  troops  along  the  line  from  the  railroad  to  tl 
Nine-mile  road  in"  such  a manner  as  your  judgment  may  direct  as  mo 
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uitable  for  defense,  using  for  this  purpose  sucli  artificial  defenses 
Iready  constructed  or  commenced  as  in  your  discretion  may  seem 
uroper.  In  carrying  out  the  orders  of  General  Lee  it  will  be  necessary 
*0  maintain  very  nearly  a line  resting  on  the  railroad  so  as  to  support 
T cover  the  batteries  being  constructed  there,  with  your  right  resting 
in  the  railroad  and  your  left  on  the  traverses  near  Mrs.  Price’s  and  to 
he  left  of  the  Nine-mile  road.  You  will  dispose  of  your  troops  on  the 
Qtermediate  line  as  you  may  deem  proper  and  to  the  best  advantage. 

I am  further  directed  to  ask  you  to  report  to  these  headquarters  the 
nal  disposition  you  may  make  of  the  troops.  In  any  arrangement  that 
ou  may  make  you  are  directed  to  keep  your  pickets  as  well  advanced 
0 the  front  as  they  are  at  present,  and  to  retain  not  less  than  a regiment 
a support  of  them,  and  the  artillery  in  or  near  the  artillery  epaulement 
lost  advanced  on  the  Nine-mile  road. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

J.  L.  BRENT, 

Major  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Right  Wing, 

Thorne’s  House,  Va.,  June  12,  1862. 

lajor-Geueral  McLaws  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  instruct  you 
0 fortify  the  line  you  may  select  between  the  flanks  and  a point  indi- 
ated  to  you  in  a former  communication  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The 
rtificial  defenses  already  constructed  will  be  used  or  imi) roved  by  you 
rhen  deemed  advisable,  and  additional  intrenchments  will  be  made  by 
oil,  using  for  that  purpose  such  tools  as  you  may  have  or  be  able  to 
♦rociire.  You  will  use  your  own  judgment  in  strengthening  your  posi- 
iou,  as  no  engineer  can  be  furnished  you  in  addition  to  the  one  you 
[:ave,  in  case  you  should  have  one  assigned  you. 

! I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  BRENT, 

Major  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp* 


laj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 


Headquarters,  June  12, 1862. 


General  : Please  move  one  of  your  brigades  to  the  pine  wood  where 
leiieral  Ripley’s  has  been  and  relieve  his  till  to-morrow. 

I send  you  the  best  affairs  that  we  can  get  up  for  Williamsburg  and 
he  Seven  Pines.  I only  send  you  two  ‘‘Williamsburg,”  one  for  the 
ififth  North  Carolina  and  one  for  the  Twenty-fourth  Virginia.  If  there 
re  others  entitled  to  it  send  up  for  others. 

I send  enough  of  the  Seven  Pines  for  your  troops,  but  think  that 
feither  of  the  regiments  that  left  the  battle-field  have  the  slightest 
ilaim  to  it  nor  the  regiment  that  lost  its  colors.  Properly,  it  is  not 
wen  entitled  to  colors. 

We  must  endeavor  to  have  this  thing  select,  or  it  will  be  of  no  serv- 
ce.  Any  regiment  that  goes  through  the  battle  creditably  I think 
mtitled  to  the  inscrijition;  but  I hold  that  no  regiment  goes  through 
creditably  when  it  leaves  the  field  before  the  fight  is  over  j particularly 
Vhen  repeated  efibrts  have  to  be  made  to  get  it  back  upon  the  field. 
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I have  spoken  in  strong  terms  about  this,  because  I am  entirely  sa 
isfiecl  that  it  is  just. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

No  regiment  of  mine  can  ever  have  the  name  of  a battle  upon  i 
banners  if  it  quits  the  field  before  the  battle  is  ended. 


Headquarters,  June  12,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  T>.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Division  : 

General  : Yours  of  this  morning  is  received.  If  you  think  that  tl| 
Twenty-third  North  Carolina  and  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  <]eserve  “ Wii 
iamsburg”  I think  so  too.  My  own  impressions  were  talicii  from  wlu 
1 heard,  not  what  I saw.  I did  not  therefore  venture  an  opinion  c 
the  subject. 

I would  like  to  compare  rear  guard  and  picket  service  with  yo 
However,  that  has  notliiug  to  do  with  the  question.  My  division  hi 
been  put  back  as  the  reserve,  and  I do  not  think  that  I have  the  riglj 
to  use  it  without  the  authority  of  the  general.  It  is  not  the  place  that 
ever  expected  my  command  to  occupy,  and  should  never  have  tliougli 
of  seeking  it.  I don’t  think  that  1 have  ever  complained  of  havii' 
more  to  do  than  any  one  else,  but  am  entirely  willing  to  conqiare  will 
any  other  troops.  1 have  had  the  same  troops  for  a year.  No  one  hi] 
been  ahead  of  me  in  moving  to  the  front  since  Manassas.  Our  trav. 
has  been  on  foot  wherever  we  have  gone,  except  from  Eichmond  ' 
York  town.  I was  rear  guard  from  Falls  Church  to  Fairfax  Com 
House;  again  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Centreville;  again  fro; 
Centreville  to  Culpeper  Court-House;  again  from  Yorktown. 

Picket  duty  every  one  has  had  to  do,  and  I presume  that  1 have  doil 
more  of  it  than  any  other  person,  as  I have  been  months  at  a time  ;i 
advance  of  every  one  else— just  after  Manassas  up  to  October. 

Verv  respectfullv,  &c., 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Light  Division, 

June  12,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch: 

General  : Move  your  command  this  morning.  Leave  two  compani' 
on  picket  to  show  themselves  occasionally. 

Either  I or  my  staff  will  point  out  your  camp  to  you.  Take  especi 
pains  to  prevent  depredations  on  private  property. 

Yours, 


A.  P.  HILL, 
Major-General,  i 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 
No.  135.  ) Riehmond,  Va.,  June  12,  1862. 

* * * # * * # 

XVIII.  Commander  T.  J.  Page,  C.  S.  Navy,  having  been  appoinfi 
colonel  of  artillery,  Provisional  Army,  and  having  reported  for  duty  i 


liAP.  XXin.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.^CONFEDERATE. 


597 


le  War  Department,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  batteries  at 
ibafhu’s  and  BalFs  Bluffs,  and  will  report  for  further  orders  to  Gen- 
l-al  Kobert  E.  Lee,  commanding  the  forces. 

‘ By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  W^ar : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector-General’s  Office, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  June  13,  1862. 

It  is  necessary  for  the  War  Department  to  impress  slaves  to  complete 
^rtain  fortifications  for  the  protection  of  the  country.  The  citizens  of 
alifax,  Lunenburg,  Charlotte,  Pittsylvania,  and  Campbell  Counties 
le  therefore  called  upon  to  send  forthwith  one-fourth  of  their  male 
lives  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  to  execute  this  work  in 
le  vicinity  of  Riclimond.  The  negroes  will  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of 
\ 0 per  month  each,  and  receive  an  ample  supply  of  provisions  [rate  of 
nnpensation  changed  to  $20  per  month  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
''ar],  the  money  to  be  paid  by  the  Engineer  Department  to  their  mas- 
trs  promptly  at  the  places  where  they  may  work.  The  cost  of  trans- 
(•rtation  to  be  paid  by  the  Government. 

The  bearer  of  this,  Capt.  William  Turnbull,  is  authorized  to  give  re- 
i!ipts  for  the  negroes,  and  from  the  dates  of  said  receipts  the  Gov- 
(iintent  of  the  Confederate  States  will  be  responsible  for  the  slaves 
p'cording  to  the  laws  of  Virginia,  with  the  additional  responsibility  for 
teir  value,  should  they  escape  to,  or  be  injured  by,  the  enemy.  These 
pgroes  will  be  sent  to  the  nearest  railroad  depots,  in  accordance  with 
istructious  to  be  given  by  the  agent.  Cost  of  transportation  will  be 
1 id  upon  the  xiroduction  of  evidence,  signed  by  the  agent,  that  it  has 
len  furnished.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  collection  of  the  negroes  the 
( )vernment  agent  may  appoint  sub-agents  from  among  the  owners  of 
Mves  in  the  counties  called  ujion,  two  of  whose  negroes  will  be  re- 
lised  as  comi)ensation  for  their  labor. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  13,  1862. 


txj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  Division : 


General  : The  inspector.  Colonel  Lay,  reports  within  your  command 
liivision  train  of  thirty  wagons  (not  allowed  by  standing  orders),  and 
tree  fragmentary  trains,  averaging  twelve  wagons  each,  with  the  as- 
sitant  quartermaster’s.  The  general  commanding  requests  that  you 
^ll  [furnish]  a rex)ort  of  all  tiansportation  on  hand,  with  emi)loyes 
ttached  to  each,  tlirough  your  division  quartermaster.  I inclose  cir- 
<lar  regulating  transportation  allowances. 

1 am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
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Petersburg,  Ya.,  June  13,  1862.  \ 

George  W.  Eandolph,  ] 

Secretary  of  War : | 

I took  all  the  Korfolk  cars  I could  get;  most  of  my  cars  were  up  thel 

road  loaded  when  all  the  rest  were  sent  for  the  prisoners.  When  ij 

ordered  them  back  they  were  delayed  some  time  by  the  qnartermasteri 
in  Lynchburg  telling  our  agent  they  should  not  go.  The  superin- 
tendent of  the  telegraph  line  said  there  was  not  time  to  fix  instru- 
ments, or  outside  operators  should  not  tamper  with  their  wires.  The 
trains  of  empty  cars  had  to  be  brought  back  to  carry  troops  from  here 
and  also  for  Mr.  Talcott ; as  I had  a good  many  of  his  cars  I i)resume 
[he]  wanted  them.  I was  unwell  at  the  time  the  movement  com-' 
menced,  and  my  anxiety  that  it  should  go  on  right  put  me  to  bed, 
where  I am  still  very  sick,  but  I believe  the  troops  have  gone  as  fast 
and  safely  as  they  could  go  at  so  short  a notice.  I did  not  suppose' 
you  were  ignorant  of  the  number  of  troops,  but  I was  ignorant  untile 
near  the  time  of  the  troops  starting  from  Eichmond  that  they  were  all 
to  go  the  same  day.  Mr.  Talcott  telegraphed  me  they  would  start  uext« 
day.  He  sent  the  sick  to  the  Junction.  I feel  much  concerned  that 
you  complain  of  my  communicating  your  movement  in  the  way  I have 
done.  I have  made  no  communication  except  through  the  telegraph; 
but  perhaps  there  may  be  a mistake  in  that  part  of  the  wording  of 
your  telegraph.  If  1 erred,  it  was  from  my  desire  to  carry  the  troops 
as  fast  and  safely  as  they  could  go. 

. H.  D.  BIED. 


Petersburg,  Ya.,  June  13,  1862. 

George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I am  laid  up  sick,  but  our  agents  are  getting  the  troops  through  as 
fast  as  they  can.  If  you  issue  orders  to  them  it  will  confuse  them,  de 
lay  the  troops,  cause  collisions,  &c.  Do  send  your  orders  to  me.  You 
are  not  aware  that  while  you  were  sending  6,000  men  from  Eiclimond 
General  Eansoin  was  sending  4,000  from  Petersburg;  the  Surgeon 
General  sending  up  sick  trains;  our  cars  ordered  to  Lynchburg  for  Yan 
kee  prisoners — all  with  scarcely  any  notice.  Our  agents  and  men  are 
doing  all  that  can  be  done  to  expedite  the  troops.  I can’t  work  my  road 
like  some  others;  have  only  two  telegraph  stations  between  Junction 
and  Lynchburg,  and  they  not  under  our  control. 

H.  D.  BIED. 


Drewry’s  Bluff,  Ya., 

June  14,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

My  pickets  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  signal  corps  at  the  mouth  oi 
the  Appomattox  report  that  a gunboat,  towing  a lighter,  on  which  were 
six  pieces  of  field  artillery,  came  down  to  City  Point  late  in  the  daj 
yesterday,  remained  there  during  the  night,  and  proceeded  fartbei 
down  the  river  [in  the  morning].  Also  that  the  Monitor,  accompauieo 
by  two  wooden  gunboats,  on  one  of  which  was  a company  of  sharp 
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looters,  and  a steam  transport  freighted,  as  was  supposed,  with  shot 
id  shell,  left  City  Point  at  11  o’clock  to  day  and  passed  slowly  up  this 
ay.  Late  this  afternoon  they  had  not  come  above  Jones’  Wharf,  some 
"miles  by  water  beloAV  this  place.  I do  not  know  what  importance  to 
:tach  to  these  facts.  The  field  artillery,  perhaps,  came  from  McOlel- 
n’s  armj^ 

J.  G.  WALKEE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


ENERAL  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 
No.  68.  ] June  14  1862. 


; I.  The  Secretary  of  War  having  expressed  determination,  in  addition 
such  other  punishment  as  a court-martial  may  award,  to  revoke  the 
ithority  to  raise  x)artisan  corps  in  every  instance  where  the  partisan 
ficer  is  proved  to  have  received  into  his  corps  men  already  belonging 
the  service,  commanders  of  troops  will  report  all  such  cases  as  come 
ithin  their  own  knowledge,  in  order  that  this  evil  may  be  promiitly 
i>rrected. 

II.  Great  waste  of  ammunition  is  reported  from  the  practice  of  issuing 
ickages  of  cartridges  to  be  carried  in  pockets  of  the  men.  This  is 
'ohibited,  except  where  men  are  about  to  engage  the  enemy.  All  lu- 
red ammunition  will  be  turned  in  to  the  regimental  ordnance  sergeants 
r remanufacture  at  Eichmond,  and  commanding  ofiicers  of  regiments 
ill  see  that  comjDany  commanders  make  frequent  inspections  of  the 
nmunition  in  charge  of  their  men,  and  that  this  order  is  strictly  en- 
rced. 

III.  The  subject  of  subsisting  this  army  having  become  one  of  the 
'avest  importance,  it  is  required  that  the  most  rigid  examination  be 
ade  of  all  provision  returns  to  verify  their  correspondence  with  the 
unber  of  enlisted  men  actually  present  with  companies  on  the  day  for 
liich  the  return  is  made.  To  secure  the  proper  issue  of  provisions  to 
e troops  brigade  commanders  will  indorse  their  consolidated  jiro vision 
turns  as  ‘‘examined  and  verified  by  morning  reports,”  which  returns, 
■ nsolidated  at  division  headquarters,  will  be  indorsed  by  division  com- 
anders  as  “verified  and  approved,”  the  chief  commissary  not  issuing 
)on  any  returns  unless  so  indorsed.  Eeturns  will  be  in  detailed  form, 
ating  number  of  men  and  dates  inclusive  for  which  jirovisions  are 
quired. 

I IV.  Division  commanders  will  make  field  returns  the  10th  and  20th 
each  month,  and  also  the  usual  returns  at  the  end  of  each  month, 
s is  indisx)ensable  for  the  advised  action  of  the  commanding  general 
mth  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  army  that  he  should  have  full 
powledge  of  the  force  under  his  command,  and  returns  will  be  jiromptly 
f ndered  at  the  periods  stated. 

I By  command  of  General  Lee  : 


E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  15,  1862. 

aj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet, 

Commavding,  &c.: 

General:  Inclosed  I send  coi)y  of  an  order  for  the  Sixth  Virginia 
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to  rejoin  its  brigade.  The  commanding  general  desires  that  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  to  support  Chaffin’s  Bluff  battery  with  General 
Wise’s  brigade. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  H.  CHILTOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  15,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder,  Commanding.,  &c.: 

General:  General  Lee  desires  me  to  inform  yon  that,  in  comiiliance 
with  the  wish  you  expressed  a few  days  since,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  D.  Lee  is 
temporarily  assigned  to  duty  with  the  artillery  now  operating  with  the! 
troops  under  your  command. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  commanding  general  to  remove  Colonel 
Lee  permanently  from  the  division  with  which  he  was  formerly  serving. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Thorne’s  Wi.,  June  15,  1862. 

Col.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir:  Some  time  since  I reported  to  the  commanding  general  that  I 
considered  the  forces  of  Major-General  McLaws  alone  inadequate  to 
securely  hold  their  present  position,  which  in  my  opinion  was  only 
securely  held  by  General  Whiting’s  division,  which  numbers  several 
thousand  more  than  Major-General  McLaws’,  and  consequently  sug-^ 
gested  that  another  brigade  be  ordered  to  strengthen  this  line.  In 
my  letter  I indicated  Brigadier-General  Mahone’s  brigade  because  I 
understood  from  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  that  that  brigade  was  placed  on 
the  Charles  City  road  on  observation,  and  that  it  had  been  definitely 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  was  not  [in]  force  or  threatening  us  on  that 
road,  which  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  late  reconnaissance  of  General 
Stuart.  Further  observation  has  strengthened  me  in  the  belief  that 
another  brigade  is  necessary  for  the  proper  defense  of  the  position  1 
hold,  and  as  I have  never  received  an  answer  to  my  former  letter,  1 
have  the  honor  to  present  the  matter  again  for  the  information  of  the 
commanding  general. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

*J.  ‘^BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Division, 

June  15,  1862. 


Major  Bryan,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 


Sir: 


***♦### 

1 respectfully  request  that  the  relief  of  General  Toombs’  brigade  be 
drawn  from  the  brigade  to  the  left.  General  Gregg,  whose  positioc 
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has  been  so  strengthened  by  redoubts  that  the  force  to  defend  it  is  not 
required  as  large  as  heretofore,  and  General  Gregg  has  a force  con- 
siderably larger  than  General  Kershaw  has.  By  allowing  General 
Griffith  to  join  his  proper  command  much  confusion,  dissatisfaction, 
and  annoyance  will  be  avoided  and  the  service  be  benefited  to  that 
extent  at  least. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Brigadier-General  Toombs’  brigade  having  occupied  an  exposed 
position  without  relief  for  nine  days,  and  it  having  been  reported  to 
me  that  the  men  are  even  annoyed  with  vermin,  I regard  it  as  neces- 
sary that  it  should  be  relieved  and  should  hold  a reserve  position  for 
some  time.  As  General  Jones’  other  brigade  was  engaged  in  holding 
the  positions  at  Mrs.  Price’s  and  Mr.  James  Garnett’s,  I had  directed 
General  McLaws  to  relieve  General  Toombs’  brigade  by  a brigade  from 
his  division,  but  in  reply  to  this  order  I received  the  within  communi- 
cation from  General  McLaws.  If  it  be  practicable  I have  the  honor  to 
recommend  that  General  Gregg  be  ordered  to  relieve  Colonel  Ander- 
son’s brigade,  in  order  that  the  latter  brigade  may  relieve  General 
Toombs.  I have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  this  course  be  pursued ; 
but  as  General  Gregg  does  not  belong  to  my  command  it  will  be  nec- 
essary for  an  order  to  proceed  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  to 
accomplish  this  purpose.  If,  however,  the  brigade  from  the  Charles 
City  road  be  ordered  over  it  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  ordering 
General  Gregg’s  brigade  to  relieve  Colonel  Anderson. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGBUDER, 

Major- General,  Gommayiding. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Third  Brigade, 

June  15,  1802. 

General  Ripley  has  been  ordered  forward  to  attack  the  enemy’s  out- 
• posts.  Heintzelman  is  in  our  front  and  will  probably  give  battle. 
See  that  your  men  have  canteens ; haversacks  filled  with  cooked  pro- 
visious,  if  possible.  Rains’  brigade  will  lead  the  advance  in  this  divis- 
ion and  this  brigade  next.  Keep  your  men  in  the  shade,  but  under 
arms,  ready  to  move  when  the  order  comes.  The  order  of  march  will 
be : Fifth  Alabama,  Twelfth  Alabama,  Sixth  Alabama,  and  Twelfth 
Mississippi  on  left. 

J.  B.  GORDON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  10,  1802. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  Commanding^  &c. : 

General:  I inclose  herewith  Surgeon  De  Leon’s  report*  respecting 
the  sick  of  Hood’s  and  Whiting’s  brigades,  which  went  with  Major- 
General  Whiting.  As  these  brigades  constitute  a part  of  your  division. 


Not  found. 
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tlie  general  commanding  requests  that  you  cause  your  medical  director 
to  give  proper  attention  to  these  men,  and  also  have  them  assembled 
together,  under  command  of  the  senior  officer  present,  in  order  that 
th('y  may  be  provided  for  through  your  commissariat  and  quartermas- 
ter’s department.  The  camps  are  now  dispersed,  to  the  detriment  of 
public  property  left  in  their  charge.  Maj.  A.  H.  Cole,  inspector  of 
transportation,  has  been  directed  to  look  after  their  wagons,  &c.  Please 
report  course  taken  in  this  matter.  It  is  not  intended  that  these  men 
should  join  their  regiments  at  present,  but  when  sufficiently  recovered 
to  be  employed.  Please  return  Surgeon  De  Leon’s  report. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

‘ K.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Near  Richmond,  Va.,  June  16,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Valley  District : 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Boteler.  I 
hope  you  will  be  able  to  recruit  and  refresh  your  troops  sufficiently  for 
the  movement  proposed  in  my  letter  of  the  11th.  You  have  only 
acknowledged  my  letter  of  the  8th.  I am  therefore  ignorant  whether 
that  of  the  11th  has  reached  you.  From  your  account  of  the  position  j 
of  the  enemy  I think  it  would  be  difficult  for  you  to  engage  him  in  time  i 
to  unite  with  this  army  in  the  battle  for  feichmond.  Fremont  and  I 
Shields  are  apparently  retrograding,  their  troops  shaken  and  disorgan- 
ized, and  some  time  will  be  required  to  set  them  agaiu  in  the  field.  If  ' 
this  is  so,  the  sooner  you  unite  with  this  army  the  better.  McClellan 
is  being  strengthened;  Burnside  is  with  him,  and  some  of  McDowell’s 
troops  are  also  reported  to  have  joined  him.  There  is  much  sickness 
in  his  ranks,  but  his  re-enforcements  by  far  exceed  his  losses.  The  \ 
present,  therefore,  seems  to  be  favorable  for  a junction  of  your  army  t 
and  this.  If  you  agree  with  me,  the  sooner  you  can  make  arrange- 
ments to  do  so  the  better.  In  moving  your  troops  you  could  let  it  be 
understood  that  it  was  to  pursue  the  enemy  in  your  front.  Dispose 
those  to  hold  the  valle;v  so  as  to  deceive  the  enemy,  keeping  your  cavalry 
well  in  their  front,  and  at  the  proper  time  suddenly  descending  upon 
the  Pamunkey.  To  be  efficacious,  the  movement  must  be  secret.  Let  : 
me  know  the  force  you  can  bring,  and  be  careful  to  guard  Irom  friends  i 
and  foes  your  purpose  and  your  intention  of  personally  leaving  the  : 
valley.  The  country  is  full  of  spies,  and  our  plans  are  immediately 
carried  to  the  enemy.  Please  inform  me  what  arrangements  you  can 
make  for  subsisting  your  troops.  Beef-cattle  could  at  least  be  driven, 
and  if  necessary  we  can  subsist  on  meat  alone. 

Unless  McClellan  can  be  driven  out  of  his  intrenchmeuts  he  will 
move  by  positions  under  cover  of  his  heavy  guns  within  shelling  dis- 
tance of  Kichmond.  I know  of  no  surer  way  of  thwarting  him  than 
that  proposed.  I should  like  to  have  the  advantage  of  your  views  and  I 
be  able  to  confer  with  you.  Will  meet  you  at  some  point  on  your  ap- 
proach to  the  Chickahominy.  1 inclose  a copy  of  my  letter  of  the  11th, 
lest  the  original  should  not  have  reached  you. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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Headquarters,  June  16,  1862. 

General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  I have  just  ordered  a Korth  Carolina  regiment  to  your 
division.  This  will  enable  you  to  form  a North  Carolina  brigade  of 
four  regiments.  Please  make  that  arrangement  of  the  State  brigade  at 
once. 

T would  suggest  that  in  making  your  trenches  you  have  them  run 
with  regard  to  protecting  the  men  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  long- 
range  guns.  I don’t  think  we  have  as  much  to  apprehend  in  the  way  of 
an  attack  as  the  long  guns. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Wise’s  Brigade, 

Camp  on  Varina  Eoad,  June  16,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Coymnanding^  the.  : 

General  : Your  courier  delivered  yours  of  to-day  at  6.30  p.  m. 

I will  send  your  orders  to  the  Fifty-sixth  Regiment  Virginia  Volun- 
teers immediately.  I shall  start  early  in  the  morning,  and  it  would 
have  reported  to  your  camp  before  now  had  I been  ordered  to  forward 
it,  but  I Avas  expressly  informed  by  General  Lee  that  it  was  not  under 
my  command. 

I deeply  regret  the  severe  loss  of  your  gallant  division. 

You  express  the  hope  that  I have  rifle  pits  and  abatis,  &c.  As  yet 
it  has  been  impossible  to  obey  General  Johnston’s  orders  to  picket  the 
Varina  and  New  Market  roads  and  to  construct  any  works  at  the  ob- 
structions or  batteries  or  bridge  across  James  River  with  the  force 
under  me.  Our  force  is  barely  sufficient  to  picket  so  many  roads  and 
points  as  those  we  are  stationed  to  .guard.  I looked  to  the  regiments, 
the  Fifty-sixth  and  Sixth,  stationed  at  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  to  throw  up 
works  where  they  are  required  on  the  river,  and  wrote  to  General  Lee, 
through  you,  inquiring  whether  the  forces  at  the  Bluff  were  under  my 
command.  He  replied  the  batteries  would  be  placed  under  orders  of 
the  Navy  Department ; the  Fifty-sixth  would  be  ordered  to  report  to 
you,  and  the  Sixth  belonged  to  General  Mahone’s  brigade.  Colonel 
Stuart,  commanding  at  the  bluff,  has  been  relieved,  and  Colonel  Rogers, 
of  the  Sixth,  is  in  command  now.  To  him  I will  forward  your  present 
order.  I can’t  but  think  that  General  Lee  must  have  mistaken  me. 
He  thought,  perhaps,  I was  asking  to  have  these  regiments  joined  to  my 
brigade.  Not  so ; I merely  meant  to  ask  whether  I was  in  command  of 
the  defenses  and  forces  on  the  right  of  the  army  and  on  the  James 
River’s  left  bank,  and  received  the  above  reply,  leaving  me  still  to 
picket  the  Varina  and  New  Market  roads  and  the  rhw  landings. 

Now^,  sir,  I beg  of  you  to  have  my  command  here  defined ; if  it  is  ex- 
pected of  me  to  command  the  forces  and  defenses  at  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  I 
can  set  the  forces  there  to  constructing  rifle  pits  around  and  about  the 
batteries  and  the  obstructions,  and  the  only  bridge  of  retreat,  if  we  are 
compelled  to  cross  the  river,  and  keep  my  brigade  upon  the  roads,  but 
I haA^e  not  force  enough  to  do  both.  I Avill  anxiously  await  your 
I instructions. 

Remember  that  the  Bluff  is  near  2 miles  from  my  headquarters ; the 
obstructions  about  3,  and  the  bridge  about  4 miles,  and  my  infantry 
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pickets  extend  down  the  river  about  2 miles.  The  three  thin  regiments 
I have  can’t  do  double  duty  at  x)oints  from  2 to  4 or  5 miles  apart.  I 
will  send  you  a condensed  report  in  a day  or  two  in  full,  but  can  now 
report  in  brief  my  whole  force  to  be,  of  both  infantry  and  artillery,  117 
officers  and  1,543  non-commissioned  officers  and  x)rivates  present.  Of 
these,  364  are  on  the  sick  list  in  camj),  leaving  a fighting  force  of  1,296. 

We  have  been  expecting  the  enemy  every  day;  were  called  out  in  the 
pouring  rain  yesterday  evening  to  meet  him,  and  to-day  he  is  shelling 
the  river  sides  heavily  below  us  about  Curl’s  Keck!  Rifle  pits  or  not, 
we  will  fight  him  when  he  comes,  and  will  watch  him  and  work  all  we 
can  all  the  time. 

We  received  the  countersigns  to-day. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEKRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Indorsement  No.  1.] 

The  letter  of  General  Wise  is  respectfully  referred  to  General  Lee, 
that  General  Wise  may  receive  definite  orders. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement  No.  2.] 

Headquarters,  June  17, 1862. 

The  post  at  Chaffin’s  Bluff  is  under  the  command  of  Captain  Page, 
of  the  Kavy,  who  commands  the  batteries  and  men  that  man  them. 
The  engineers  are  engaged  in  its  construction.  The  Eifty-sixth  and 
Sixth  Virginia  Regiments  were  ordered  to  Chaffin’s  Bluff  as  a support- 
ing force  when  the  position  was  first  occupied.  They  have  now  been 
ordered  to  their  respective  brigades,  as  it  is  considered  advisable  to 
keep  brigades  united,  if  practicable.  General  Wise  being  on  the  ex- 
treme right,  it  is  desired  that  his  brigade  should  become  the  supporting 
force  of  the  battery,  for  which  purpose,  if  more  advantageous,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  he  take  position  on  the  line  established  by  Major  Stevens, 
chief  engineer,  for  occupation  by  the  troops.  He  could  then  strengthen 
his  position  by  rifle  pits,  &c.,  as  designed  by  the  engineers.  His  brigade 
pickets  need  only  extend  in  Ins  front  as  far  as  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
the  advanced  positions  being  held  by  the  cavalry.  Major  Stevens  will 
be  desired  to  designate  to  General  Wise  the  line  of  defense,  and  Gen- 
eral Stuart  to  give  directions  to  the  cavalry  pickets. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  H.  H.  Hill  to  give  proper  instructions. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters,  June  17, 1862. 

General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  According  to  my  i)apers  you  now  have  eight  North  Car- 
olina regiments,  or  two  brigades.  The  one  regiment  (892  men)  you 
speak  of  is  as  large  as  some  of  my  brigades.  This,  with  the  other  two 
regiments  of  200  each,  will  go  considerably  above  most  of  my  brigades. 
Now,  if  you  will  give  him  one  of  your  other  regiments  I think  his  bri- 
gade will  be  quite  a respectable  one.  To  call  a brigade  of  1,600  small — 
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I think  it  quite  respectable  for  these  times.  I cannot  promise  another 
regiment.  I don’t  think  that  more  than  four  should  be  in  a brigade, 
unless  they  are  exceedingly  small. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Major- General j Commanding. 

^No thing  from  the  War  Department  yet. 


Headquarters,  June  17, 1862. 


Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

General  : -I  inclose  the  order  detaching  General  Rains.  Please  as- 
sign General  G.  B.  Anderson  to  the  command  of  Rains’  brigade,  or,  if 
you  like  better,  transfer  the  Twenty  fourth  Virginia  to  that  brigade,  and 
send  Garland  to  it  and  Anderson  to  the  brigade  now  commanded  by 
Garland. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LOR^GSTREET, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


I have  ordered  another  17orth  Carolina  regiment  to  you  to-day. 

[Inclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  I^^^orthern  Virginia, 

NTo.  135.  ^ June  16,  1862. 

##****# 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Rains  is  detached  from  his  brigade,  and  will 
report  to  the  commanding  general  for  orders. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee : 

A.  P.  MASOl^, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Right  Wing, 

Army  before  Richmond^  June  17,  1862. 

Soldiers:  You  have  marched  out  to  fight  the  battles  of  your 
country,  and  by  those  battles  you  must  be  rescued  from  the  shame  of 
slavery.  Your  foes  have  declared  their  purpose  of  bringing  you  to 
beggary ; and  avarice,  their  natural  characteristic,  incites  them  to 
redoubled  efforts  for  the  conquest  of  the  South,  in  order  that  they  may 
seize  her  sunny  fields  and  hajipy  homes.  Already  has  the  hatred  of 
one  of  their  great  leaders  attempted  to  make  the  negro  your  equal  by 
declaring  his  freedom.  They  care  not  for  the  blood  of  babes  nor  car- 
nage of  innocent  women  which  servile  insurrection  thus  stirred  up  may 
bring  upon  their  heads.  Worse  than  this,  the  North  has  sent  forth 
another  infamous  chief,  encouraging  the  lust  of  his  hirelings  to  the  dis- 
honor and  violation  of  those  Southern  women  who  have  so  untiringly 
labored  to  clothe  onr  soldiers  in  the  field  and  nurse  oiir  sick  and  wounded. 
If  ever  men  were  called  upon  to  defend  the  beloved  daughters  of  their 
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country,  that  now  is  our  duty.  Let  such  thoughts  nerve  you  up  to  the 
most  dreadful  shock  of  battle;  for  were  it  certain  death,  death  would 
be  better  than  the  fate  that  defeat  would  entail  upon  us  all.  But  re- 
member, though  the  fiery  noise  of  battle  is  indeed  most  terrifying,  and 
seems  to  tlireaten  universal  ruin,  it  is  not  so  destructive  as  it  seems, 
and  few  soldiers  after  all  are  slain.  This  the  commanding  general  de- 
sires particularly  to  impress  upon  the  fresh  and  inexperienced  troops 
who  now  constitute  a part  of  this  command.  Let  officers  and  men,  even 
under  the  most  formidable  fire,  preserve  a quiet  demeanor  and  self-pos- 
sessed temper.  Keep  cool,  obey  orders,  and  aim  low.  Eemember  while 
you  are  doing  this,  and  driving  the  enemy  before  you,  your  comrades 
may  be  relied  on  to  support  you  on  either  side,  and  are  in  turn  relying 
upon  you. 

Stand  well  to  your  duty,  and  when  these  clouds  break  away,  as  they 
surely  will,  the  bright  sunlight  of  peace  falling  upon  our  free,  virtuous, 
and  happy  land  will  be  a sufficient  reward  for  the  sacrifices  which  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  make. 

JAMES  LOKGSTREET, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Korthern  Virginia, 

June  17,  1862. 

General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  to  you  that  he 
desires  you  to  establish  cavalry  pickets  in  front  of  the  position  to  be 
occupied  by  General  Wise  near  Chaffin’s  Bluff.  General  Wise’s  com- 
mand is  to  be  established  for  the  protection  of  the  batteries  at  Chaffin’s 
Bluff*,  and  will  be  drawn  closer  to  that  point  than  he  now  is.  The 
general  wishes  that  position  covered  by  cavalry  pickets,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  any  movement  of  the  enemy  bearing  in  that  direction  to 
General  Wise.  Major  Stevens,  Engineers,  has  been  directed  to  desig- 
nate General  Wise’s  line  of  defense.  This  will  guide  you  in  the  location 
of  your  pickets. 

The  general  also  desires  that  you  will  direct  all  scouts  or  pickets  to 
report  to  the  nearest  brigadier-general  anything  of  importance  that  may 
occur  in  his  vicinity. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  17,  1862. 

Maj.  W.  U.  Stevens, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  Department  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

Major  : I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  inform  you  that  he  desires 
you  to  have  indicated  to  General  Wise  his  line  of  defense  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Chaffin’s  Bluff*  as  soon  as  possible,  that  he  may  proceed  at 
once  with  the  necessary  works  to  secure  his  position.  He  wishes  you 
to  send  an  engineer  to  lay  out  the  works  and  establish  points  for  bat- 
teries, &c. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 
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General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

No.  30.  i Thorne’s  Rouse,  June  17,  1862. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  D.  Lee  is  axipointed  acting  chief  of  artillery  for 
this  command,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

All  companies  not  attached  lo  brigades  will  report  to  Colonel  Lee  at 
once. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder : 

HENEY  BEYAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters, 

DahWs  House,  June  18,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding^  &c.,  Goldsborough,  N.  G. : 

General  : By  information  received  direct  from  Norfolk  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  at  a council  of  war,’^  held  at  Fort  Monroe  a short  time 
since,  General  McClellan  ex^iressed  an  inability  to  take  Eichmond 
without  the  co-operation  of  General  Burnside,  and  that  the  force  of 
the  latter  should  advance  by  way  of  James  Eiver,  landing  and  taking 
the  batteries  at  Drewry’s  Bluff  in  rear,  the  gunboats  being  unable  to 
reduce  them.  It  is  also  ascertained  that  General  Burnside  has  re-en- 
forced McClellan  with  14,000  men.  This  is  reported  from  several  dif- 
ferent sources ; in  one  instance  the  language  is,  “embarked  at  Norfolk 
with  14,000  men”  and  inoceeded  to  join  McClellan.  It  may  be  that 
Ids  troops  were  transported  to  Norfolk  through  the  canal.  All  rexiorts, 
however,  agree  that  he  has  formed  a junction  with  the  army  under 
McClellan.  In  event  of  Burnside’s  ascending  James  Eiver  it  will  be 
n cessary  for  you  to  oppose  him  with  your  whole  force,  and  it  was 
with  this  view  that  I desired  you  to  concentrate  at  or  near  Petersburg, 
so  as  to  have  your  command  available  to  move  speedily  to  the  threat- 
ened xmint. 

I am,  very  resx^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

June  18,  1862. 


Col.  Stephen  D.  Lee: 

Sir  : If  an  attack  is  made  on  the  x>osition  in  front  or  in  force  upon 
the  pickets,  pljice  such  batteries  of  light  artillery  in  the  field  as  you 
may  think  best.  This  will  be  your  warrant  to  call  on  General  McLaws 
or  General  Jones  for  such  infantry  supports  as  you  may  think  are 
needed.  You  will  be  guided  in  this  case  by  the  nearness  of  the  in- 
fantry to  the  scene  of  action. 

Very  resx^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 
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Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Thorneh  House^  Fa.,  June  18,  1862. 


Major-General  McLaws  : 

Sir:  I send  you  the  within  note*  through  Colonel  Chilton  from 
General  Longstreet.  I send  the  Charles  City  Cavalry  to  report  to  you 
if  the  pickets  are  attacked  at  Janies  Garnett’s.  General  Jones  has 
been  ordered  to  support  them  with  Toombs’  brigade.  You  are  author- 
ized to  use  the  cavalry  sent  to  you,  with  such  infantry  as  you  may 
think  proper  (1  would  suggest  at  least  a brigade),  to  feel  and  observe 
the  enemy  on  the  right  of  the  Nine-mile  road.  Yon  need  not  wait  for 
the  cavalry,  as  they  are  now  on  other  duty  near  here.  Keep  your 
troops  under  arms  and  ready  in  the  mean  time.  The  cavalry  will  be 
sent  as  soon  as  possible.  Take  command  until  I arrive  if  there  is  any- 
thing serious.  Though  quite  sick,  I will  be  on  the  ground  if  anything 
of  importance  takes  place. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Thorne’s  House,  Va.,  June  18,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Jones  : 

General:  Should  the  pickets  at  Garnett’s  be  seriously  attacked 
you  will  support  them  by  Brigadier-General  Toombs’  brigade,  and  if 
thej^  are  not  in  convenient  positions  you  will  send  two  regiments  of 
Anderson’s  brigade  at  once  to  their  support  until  Toombs’  brigade  can 
get  into  position  so  as  to  support  them.  If  this  is  not  enough,  let 
Major-General  McLaws  know,  so  that  he  may  order  to  their  sui)port 
Griffith’s  brigade.  Toombs’  brigade,  however,  should  precede  Griffith’s 
brigade  into  the  fight. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Commanding  Right  Wing.. 


Special  Orders,  \ Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  140.  j Richmond,  Va.,  June  18,  1862. 

XII.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Eains  assigned  to  the  charge  of  the  submarine 
defenses  of  the  James  and  Appomattox  Eivers.  General  commanding 
troops  on  the  said  rivers  will  assist  him  in  his  operations  as  far  as 
practicable  by  details  of  men  or  otherwise,  and  the  Engineer  and 
Ordnance  Bureaus  and  the  Quartermaster-General  will  also  furnish 
him  assistance. 

XIII.  Brig.  Gen.  William  N.  Pendleton,  Col.  T.  S.  Ehett,  and  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  C.  Shields  will  constitute  a board  to  inquire  into  the  efficiency 
of  the  unattached  heav}"  artillery  companies  in  the  works  around  Eich- 
mond  and  the  competency  and  qualifications  of  the  officers  j to  report 
which  of  the  said  companies  should  be  retained  and  organized  into  bat- 
talions, and  which  of  the  said  companies  should  be  disbanded  and 
incori^orated  into  the  retained  companies  aforesaid;  and  also  to  in- 
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quire  aud  to  report  which  of  the  light  artillery  companies  in  the  said 
works  and  around  Kichmond,  awaiting  the  completion  of  their  equip- 
ment, shall  be  retained  and  equipped,  and  which  shall  be  disbanded 
I and  incorporated  into  existing  light  artillery  companies. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Special  Orders,  1 Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  167.  ] June  18,  1862. 

# * * * # 

II.  The  battalion  of  Washington  Artillery  is  assigned  to  duty  with 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet,  to  whom  Colonel  Walton,  in  command  of  the 
battalion,  will  report  for  duty.  Brigadier-General  Pendleton  will  assign 
a battery  to  serve  with  General  Toombs^  brigade. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  Lee. 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters,  June  19, 1862. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I have  directed  General  Blanchard’s  release  from  duty  and 
recommended  General  Huger’s  orders  to  be  issued  from  the  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General’s  Office.  I think  it  i)robable  that  the  60,000  men 
are  intended  for  McClellan,  and  will  be  drawn  from  Halleck.  Bragg 
aught  immediately  to  advance.  General  E.  K.  Smith  writes  that  Hal- 
leck is  sending  re-enforcements  to  East  Tennessee. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Division : 


Headquarters,  June  21,  1862. 


General  : Your  note  is  received.  Wilcox’s  position  is,  as  you  say, 
the  strong  position  on  the  C.  C.  road,  and  ought  to  be  fixed ; but  I 
•iiave  not  the  means  to  work  with  at  present.  General  Huger  has 
diarge  of  the  front  line,  and  the  suggestions  that  you  make  have  been 
made  to  him  repeatedly,  and  his  promise  to  arrange  his  right  has  been 
Inade. 

I Skirmishing  is  going  on  in  front  at  this  time — the  enemy  trying  to 
U’et  a new  position  to  fortify.  Be  ready  in  case  you  hear  anything 
brisk  in  front  or  if  you  get  a message  from  Huger,  who  is  in  front,  and 
hive  me  timely  notice  of  any  move.  Eelieve  Eipley  with  another  bri- 
!?ade  whenever  you  think  proper,  but  order  the  men  not  to  load  their 
.^uns  until  it  is  necessary. 

Most  respectfully. 


39  R R — VOL  XI,  PT  III 


JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters, 

BaWs  House,  Ya.,  June  21,  1862.  t 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory,  | 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  : I have  been  informed  by  Colonel  Gorgas  that  the  railroad  bat 
tery  will  be  readj^  for  service  to-morrow.  Inasmuch  as  this  battery  has 
been  constructed  by  the  Navy,  I would  be  pleased  if  you  assigned  ar 
officer  and  a requisite  number  of  men  to  take  charge  of  and  operate  it, 
If  you  desire  to  do  so,  I request  that  you  will  designate  the  officer  alj 
once,  as  I wish  to  place  the  battery  in  position  to-morrow.  I am  ver^f 
much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness  as  well  as  promptness  in  itg| 
construction. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LiEE. 


Headquarters,  June  21, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Comdg.  Department  between  James  and  Cape  Fear  Rivers  : 

General  : I congratulate  you  upon  the  arrival  of  your  troops  at. 
Petersburg.  Your  command  has  been  extended  from  the  Cape  Eeai, 
to  the  James  Eiver,  and  I desire  you  to  take  charge  of  the  military) 
operations  in  the  whole  department.  Your  headquarters  will  be  estab- 
lished where  most  convenient.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  may  be  the! 
course  adopted  by  the  enemy,  but  I think  he  will  endeavor  to  break 
up  the  batteries  at  Dre wry’s  and  Chaffin’s  Bluff's  to  let  his  gunboats  up 
to  Eichmond.  Should  he  attempt  this  on  the  south  side,  you  will  ol 
course  resist  it  with  all  the  force  in  your  department.  Should  he 
attempt  it  on  the  north  side  of  James  Eiver,  you  may  be  able  to  re-en- 
force the  army  ou  this  side. 

I am  very^  anxious  to  get  the  assistance  of  Eansom’s  brigade  in  the 
operations  of  next  week.  Could  you  prepare  it,  and  should  there  be 
no  movement  on  your  side  of  the  river  send  it,  with  light  baggage,  for 
temporary  service.  I will  telegraph  you  as  to  the  time,  and  think  it 
will  be  about  Tuesday.  It  can  either  come  by  rail,  or,  if  you  place  it 
near  Urewry’s,  it  might  cross  on  the  pontoon  bridge. 

I have  explained  to  General  Eansom  Burnside’s  movements  and 
probable  intentions,  and  have  requested  him  to  give  you  the  infor- 
mation. 

I am,  with  high  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

Babiy’s  House,  near  Richmond,  Va.,  June  21,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Finegan, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Tallahassee,  Fla. : 

General:  Yoiir  letter  of  May  21,*  including  return  of  troops  iu 
Florida,  to  Acljutant-General  Cooper  has  been  referred  to  General  Lee, 
who  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  innch  pleased  at  the  number  of  troops 
which  you  have  organized  in  Florida,  and  to  express  his  regret  that 
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they  are  uot  all  armed,  so  that  he  might  at  ouce  follow  your  suggestion 
and  withdraw  all  save  the  number  which  you  deem  sufficient  for  the 
defense  of  Florida.  In  their  present  condition,  however,  after  deducting 
the  2,500  which  you  think  should  be  retained,  there  will  be  left  but  one 
regiment  of  armed  men.  If  this  can  be  spared  he  would  like  to  have 
it  here.  More  than  this  he  does  not  think  can  be  spared,  nor  does  he 
think  it  would  be  safe  to  remove  you  from  your  present  department, 
where  you  have  already  rendered  such  efficient  service. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Drewry^s  Bluff,  Ya., 

June  21,  1862. 

Bon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Four  rifle  field  pieces  of  French’s  battery  and  a company  of  the  Third 
Arkansas  Yolunteers,  as  sharpshooters,  all  under  command  of  Colonel 
Manning,  had  a spirited  affair  yesterday  afternoon  with  one  of  the 
memy’s  side- wheel  wooden  gunboats.  One  of  her  guns  was  dismounted 
ind  her  crew  of  sharpshooters  driven  below  with  some  loss.  She  made 
bier  escape  with  one  wheel.  This  took  place  at  Gill’s  Bluft*,  10  miles 
■below. 

J.  G.  WALKEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Yirginia, 

No.  110.  i June  21,  1862. 

*#**#*# 

YII.  The  department  of  Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  is  hereby  extended 
;o  the  south  bank  of  the  James  Eiver,  including  Drewry’s  Bluff.  He 
-vill  establish  his  headquarters  at  Petersburg  or  at  such  other  point  as 
ie  may  deem  more  convenient. 

******* 


By  command  of  General  Lee : 


[A.  P.  MASON,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


jEneral  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Yirginia, 

No.  70.  1 Bahh^s  House^  June  21,  1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  L.  Corley  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  of  the  quar- 
ermaster’s  department  of  this  army,  and  is  charged  with  the  control 
ind  direction  of  all  of  its  operations.  All  quartermasters  connected 
vith  the  army  excepting  those  of  brigades  and  regiments  will  report  with 
•vhom  they  are  serving  and  the  condition  of  their  respective  charges. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Thorne’s,  Va.,  June  22,  1862. 

Col.  E.  H.  Chilton,  j 

, Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

iSiR:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  position  of  the  severa 
brigades  of  Major-General  McLaws,  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  the^ 
occupy  a line  from  the  small  fort  in  the  field  on  the  left  of  the  Nine 
mile  road  to  the  railroad,  Griflith’s  brigade  occupying  that  portion  o 
it  on  the  left  of  the  road  (a  few  hundred  yards  in  extent)  by  my  order 
so  as  to  afford  relief  necessary  to  Toombs’  brigade,  so  long  in  front 
The  other  three  brigades  of  Major-General  McLaws’  division  occuiu 
the  line  from  the  Nine-mile  road  to  the  railroad.  As  the  relative  posi 
tions  of  these  three  last-mentioned  brigades  are  changed  at  the  discre 
tiou  of  Major-General  McLaws  I have  sent  your  letter  to  him  for  infor 
matiou,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  give  you  the  precise  statement  as  to  them 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  ! 

J.  BANLCHBAD  MAGEtJDEE, 

Major-General,  Coimnanding.  , 


Frederick’s  Hall,  June  22,  1862. 

General  E.  S.  Ewell: 

Move  all  your  command  to-morrow  morning  to  Beaver  Dam,  witl 
Cunningham’s,  if  cars  enough.  Your  baggage  train  must  reach  Beave 
Dam  to-morrow  night. 

Acknowledge  receipt  at  once. 

By  order: 

E.  L.  DABNEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  oe  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  71.  j June  22,  1862. 

1.  Under  present  disposition  of  troops  Maj.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet  i 
charged  with  the  military  movements  and  operations  of  his  own  am 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill’s  division.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder  those  o 
his  division,  to  be  composed  of  Cobb’s  and  Griffith’s  brigades  and  th 
divisions  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  McLaws  and  Brig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Jones- 
Semmes’  and  Kershaw’s  brigades  constituting  McLaws’  division  an* 
Toombs’  and  Anderson’s,  Jones’.  All  division  commanders,  respect 
ively,  will  regulate  the  internal  arrangements  of  each  with  regard  t 
supplies  and  details,  making  their  requisitions  upon  the  proper  depart 
ments. 

2.  No  leaves  of  absence  will  be  granted  to  officers  except  from  thes 
headquarters. 

3.  By  arrangement  with  the  enemy,  medical  officers  of  either  sicl 
will  be  regarded  as  non-combatants,  and  free  from  capture  when  ei 
gaged  in  attending  the  sick  or  wounded. 

4.  The  artillery  of  the  army  is  necessarily  so  extensively  diffused  tha 
it  becomes  essential  for  its  due  efficiency  there  should  be  in  its  admii; 
istration  rigid  system. 

5. „  The  chief  of  artillery  in  each  division  will  have  charge  of  all  th 
batteries  thereto  attached,  whether  acting  with  brigades  or  held  in  r( 
serve.  A battery  duly  assigned  to  a brigade  will,  until  properly  r( 
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ieved,  report  to  and  be  controlled  by  the  brigade  commander.  It  must 
ilso,  however,  report  to  and  be  inspected  by  the  division  chief  of  artil- 
ery,  as  he  may  require.  When  a brigade  battery  needs  relief  it  will, 
when  practicable,  be  made  to  change  places  with  one  of  those  belonging 
:o  the  division  reserve.  Should  this  be  impracticable,  application,  au- 
I'horized  by  the  division  commander,  must  be  made  to  the  army  chief 
)f  artillery  for  temporary  relief  from  the  general  reserve. 

6.  The  army  chief  of  artillery  will  have  general  charge  of  that  branch 
i)f  service  and  special  direction  of  the  general  reserve.  He  wTll,  under 
instructions  from  the  commanding  general,  see  that  the  batteries  are 
i^ept  in  as  efficient  a condition  as  practicable,  and  so  distributed  as  to 
oromise  the  best  results.  To  this  end  he  will  require  from  the  several 
ijhiefs  of  artillery  weekly  returns,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  each  bat- 
ery  and  where  it  is  serving.  He  will  also  make  to  the  commanding 
general  a tri-monthly  report  of  his  entire  charge. 

Bv  command  of  General  Lee: 

E.  H.  CHILTOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 

June  23,  1862. 

vlaj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding^  cbc.,  Petersburg ^ Va. : 

General:  Unless  some  movement  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  side 
)f  James  Elver  is  apparent  or  threatening  against  your  position  at 
Petersburg  or  the  battery  at  DrewTy’s  Bluff,  which  will  require  the 
lid  of  General  Eansom’s  brigade  to  oppose,  I desire  you  to  send  him, 
vith  the  effective  force  of  his  brigade,  to  report  to  me  on  Wednesday 
norning  next,  25th  instant,  prepared  for  service.  He  will  come  with 
ight  baggage  and  one  day’s  cooked  provisions  in  haversacks.  You 
•un  retain  the  artillery  attached  to  his  brigade  if  you  think  i^roper. 
The  best  route  will  be  by  cars  to  Eichmond,  where  at  the  railroad  depot 
le  will  receive  orders.  He  will  inform  me  by  telegraph  at  what  time 
le  leaves  Petersburg.  I understand  that  a part  of  the  brigade  is  at 
Irewry’s  Bluff*  which  is  embraced  in  this  order.  These  latter  can 
I'ome  by  rail,  steamer,  or  march  across  the  pontoon  bridge,  as  you  may 
leem  best. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

i General. 


June  23,  1862. 


^ Jaj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  : 

j General  : I will  send  at  once  the  papers  to  General  Mali  one  j I be- 
ieve  the  regiments  referred  to  in  the  iiapers  are  of  Mahoue’s  command. 
The  firing  last  night  was  in  front  of  Mahone,  the  particulars  of  which 
i’  have  not  learned.  He  wrote  me  about  1.30  a.  m.  (this  morning),  ask- 
ng  that  I permit  one  of  my  regiments  to  remain  to-day  on  picket  with 
liiin.  In  his  note  he  stated  that  he  had  nothing  important  to  coinmuni- 
'•ate,  and  as  the  firing  was  about  0 o’clock  last  night,  I iiresume  it  was 
I ome  false  alarm  or  absurd  firing  among  the  pickets. 

! I rode  down  the  road  little  before  sundown  yesterday  evening  j did 
lot  see  Mahone  5 he  was  out  with  or  in  front  of  his  jiickets.  1 was  told 
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by  some  of  the  men  and  officers  that  the  enemy  had  been  seen  to  cross 
the  road  in  front  of  them,  going  in  direction  of  the  Darby  or  Central 
road.  Some  said  that  they  saw  as  much  as  three  regiments  of  infantry, 
but  I could  not,  from  their  reports  to  me,  satisfy  myself  that  they  had 
seen  more  than  15  or  20  infantry  j they  said  that  they  saw  officers  on  foot. 
I got  spades  and  picks  about  10  o’clock  last  night ; will  commence 
work  early  to-morrow  morning,  and  have  so  many  at  work  that  they  ’will 
accomplish  a good  deal,  I hope. 

Truly,  &c., 

0.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

Army  before  Richmond^  Fa.,  June  23,  1862. 

Gov.  John  Letcher, 

Richmond.,  Va.  : 

Sir  : I send  you  herewith  a statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Vir- 
ginia forces  belonging  to  this  command.  In  bringing  this  subject  to 
your  attention  my  object  is  to  induce  you  to  take  some  active  measures, 
if  any  such  lie  within  your  power,  to  recruit  their  ranks.  Such  a course 
is  pre-eminently  required  for  the  good  of  the  service,  since  any  addi- 
tion to  our  army  will  without  doubt  be  of  much  more  avail  when  in- 
corporated in  regiments,  which,  like  many  of  these,  have  already  been 
through  a most  trying  discipline  of  fire,  than  when  joined  with  men  as 
fresh  as  the  new  recruits  themselves.  You  will  observe  that  my  com- 
mand embraces  twenty-three  Virginia  regiments,  one  battalion,  and 
seventeen  batteries.  According  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  conscrip- 
tion these  various  organizations  should  contain  something  like  32,000 
men,  yet  they  number  on  their  rolls,  as  appears  from  the  list  I inclose, 
less  than  20,000,  and  of  this  number  over  7,000  are  at  times  absent  from 
their  posts.  That  is  to  say,  while  I ought  to  command  32,000  Virginians, 
I do  not  really  command  13,000.  I shall  cause  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  various  batteries  and  battalions  to  forward  their  muster  rolls,  as 
required  by  law,  to  the  commandants  of  the  camps  of  instruction  j but 
I am  not  without  strong  hope  that  yonr  interest  in  these  troops,  who 
have  done  so  much  to  distinguish  the  valor  of  Virginians,  may  incite 
you  also  to  co-operate  with  me  in  the  effort  to  procure  the  desired  re- 
enforcements. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LOXGSTEEET, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


Executive  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  28,  1862. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  earnest  hope 
that  he  may  have  the  power  speedily  to  fill  ui)  the  regiments  in  this 
division. 

By  order  of  the  Governor  : 

S.  BASSETT  EKENCH, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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strength  of  the  Virginia  Batteries  of  Arfillenj  in  the  Bight  Wing,  Armyhefore  Bichmond,  Va. 


Batteries. 

Present. 

1 

Absent.  | 

130 

34 

86 

38 

jTrd'iWTyN  Aviillppy  [ * 

110 

22 

^larli’s  battery  Vir^'inia  Artillery  ........................ ... ...... 

64 

25 

AptlllpTy  

69 

4 

lu'^'er’s  battery  Vir<’'inia  Artillery  ............ ............... ................ 

79 

6 

Irimes’  battery  Vir^'inia  Artillery  .............................................. 

98 

4 

TJowifTiPirfl 

74 

30 

Curner’s  battery  Richmond  Howitzers 

72 

26 

r.nnflmiTi  Arlillpry 

73 

1 

5triblin"’’s  battery  Fauquier  Artillery 

66 

23 

aeai'in'’'’s  battery  Lynchburg  Artillery  ...... ............................ 

52 

46 

Vlacoii’s  battery,  R chmond  Fayette  Artillery 

80 

52 

^inderson’s  battery  Virginia  Artillerv  

70 

17 

Joke’s  battery,  Vir^'inia  Artillery 

50 

14 

Watson’s  battery,  Yir<’'inia  Artillery. ..... ...... ... ...... 

57 

47 

'hnpmuTi’s  hot.te.ry  T)i vie  Artillery  

75 

6 

H'ntnl  ! 

1,205 

395 

Strength  of  the  Virginia  forces  in  the  Bight  Wing,  Army  before  Bichmond,  Va. 


Eegiments. 


4th  Kegiment  ffeavy  Artillery,  acting  as  infantry. 

2Cth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

16th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

6th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers  

12th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

IGih  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

list  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

49th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

9th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

14th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

'38th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

53(1  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

1st  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  about 

7th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

8th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

11th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

17th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

18th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

19th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

24th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

28th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

56tb  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 

3(1  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers  

5th  Battalion  Virginia  Volunteers 

Total 


lit 

<» 

m 

a 

® 

m 

PM 

•< 

466 

243 

513 

257 

330 

242 

673 

307 

691 

245 

516 

185 

564 

252 

332 

370 

435 

138 

449 

261 

389 

451 

468 

344 

100 

200 

417 

272 

359 

177 

414 

475 

392 

298 

437 

333 

451 

316 

455 

488 

466 

291 

466 

290 

484 

232 

213 

146 

11,  380? 

6,813 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond.,  Fa.,  June  24,  1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Comdg.,  &c.,  Hdqrs.  near  Bichmond,  Va.: 

General  : The  railroad-iron  plated  battery  designed  by  Lieut.  John 
M.  Brooke,  C.  S.  Navy,  has  been  completed.  The  giin,  a rifled  and 
.banded  32-pounder  of  57  cwt.,  has  been  mounted  and  equipped  by  Lieut. 
R.  I).  Minor,  0.  S.  Navy,  and  with  200  rounds  of  ammunition,  including 
15-inch  solid  bolt  shot,  is  now  ready  to  be  transferred  to  the  Army. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resiiectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  MINOB, 
Commander,  in  charge. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  24,  1862. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Major  B.  P.  Alexander,  chief  of  ordnance. 
General  commanding  desires  that  you  will  arrange  to  get  this  bat- 
tery dowm  to-night  or  early  in  the  morning,  and  get  an  officer  and  de- 
tail to  man  it.  It  may  be  that  General  Huger  can  give  you  an  instructed 
party ; otherwise  it  must  come  from  Colonel  Rhett. 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Light  Division, 

No.  — . i June  24,  1862. 

Brigade  commanders  will  direct  their  commissaries  to-morrow  (Wed- 
nesday) to  draw  two  days’  rations  (hard  bread),  to  be  issued,  cooked, 
and  put  in  haversacks. 

Each  brigadier  will  select  one  battery  for  service,  the  captain  of 
which  will  provide  himself  with  two  days’  forage,  to  be  hauled  in  the 
company  wagon.  The  remaining  batteries  will  be  left  in  position  and 
those  in  reserve  put  in  position. 

Where  it  can  be  done,  brigade  commanders  are  directed  to  take  with 
their  batteries  at  least  six  teams  of  spare  horses  and  drivers  (from  the 
remaining  battery  of  the  brigade). 

No  wagons  will  be  taken  along  except  one  for  each  regiment  and  bat- 
tery for  ammunition  and  the  wagons  mentioned  for  forage. 

Knapsacks  will  be  left  behind  in  camp  with  the  sick — artillery  as 
well  as  infantry — the  men  taking  but  one  blanket. 

The  infirmary  corps  of  two  men  and  one  non-commissioned  officer 
from  each  company,  the  men  without  arms,  under  charge  of  a lieuten- 
ant from  each  regiment,  will  be  detailed  and  ordered  to  report  to  regi- 
mental surgeons. 

Brigade  surgeons  will  call  upon  Surgeon  Watson  at  5 o’clock  p.  m. 
to-morrow  at  these  headquarters  for  badges. 

All  men  on  extra  or  daily  duty  in  and  around  the  camps  who  can  be 
possibly  spared  must  take  their  place  in  ranks. 

Brigade  commanders  are  urged  to  see  that  their  men  are  in  good  fight- 
ing condition. 

These  orders  are  precautionary  and,  as  far  as  they  can  be,  confidential. 

Orders  of  movement  will  be  issued  to-morrow  evening. 

A.  P.  HILL, 

Major- General. 

Acknowledge  receipt. 


Special  Orders,  ) Ad.tt.  and  Inspector-General’s  Office, 

No.  145.  1 Eiehniondj  Va.,  June  24,  1862. 

*#*#*#* 

XII.  The  light  artillery  battalions  of  Major  Boggs  and  Major  Moore 
will  report  for  duty  to  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Shields. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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• Headquarters,  June  26,  1862. 

Hod.  Georoe  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I have  directed  General  Holmes  to  be  prepared  to  move  his 
whole  movable  force  to  the  support  of  the  defenses  around  Richmond 
if  called  for.  General  J.  G.  Walker,  at  Hre wry’s  Bluff,  has  been  spe- 
cially instructed  also  to  the  same  effect.  General  Wise’s  brigade  is 
retained  in  observation  at  Chaffin’s  Bluff.  Colonel  Rhett  has  been 
arming  and  preparing  the  troops  in  the  batteries  for  an  emergency  in 
the  field.  Colonel  Ransom’s  regiment  is  already  with  General  Huger. 
I request  that  you  will  give  any  orders  that  the  emergency  may  require. 
I shall  be  found  on  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  or  farther,  according 
to  events.  I sent  to  President  a copy  of  the  general  order  of  the  day. 
I have  not  time  to  make  another  copy.  He  has  also  a copy  of  the  sig- 
nals to  be  given  from  the  balloon. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Headquarters  of  Division, 
Advanced  Lines,  Willi amsburo  Road, 

June  26,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 


Hon.  George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I send  inclosed  a letter  just  received  from  General  Lee.  I am 
holding  my  lines,  but  my  men  are  much  exhausted  by  yesterday’s  and 
last  night’s  work.  If  there  is  no  prospect  of  an  attack  at  Drewry’s  I beg 
you  will  send  the  troops  from  there  to  re-enforce  this  line  ; at  all  events 
please  send  me  the  two  regiments  of  my  division  now  there,  the  Eifty- 
seventh  Virginia  and  Thirty-second  North  Carolina,  left  at  Drewry’s 
Bluff.  My  force  here  is,  as  you  know,  not  sufficient  to  stand  long  an 
attack  in  force,  and  I have  no  supports. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


[Inclosure.^ 

Headquarters,  June  26,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding,  d&c.  ; 

General  : Hold  your  trenches  to-night  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
if  necessary.  If  you  discover  demonstrations  against  you  and  do  not 
feel  strong  enough,  call  upon  Colonel  Rhett  for  his  battalion  of  infantry 
armed  with  muskets.  Should  there  be  no  indications  of  the  enemy  on 
James  River,  call  on  General  Wise  for  such  as  he  can  spare.  If  the 
enemy  should  press  you  and  this  does  not  give  you  force  enough,  send 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  order  Walker’s  brigade  from  Drewry’s  Bluff' 
to  join  you,  if  only  for  to-night. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 
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Williams’  Farm,  Ya. — 8.30  p.  m. 

General  Huger,  j 

Commanding  in  Advance : \ 

Tlie  officer  who  brought  this  from  General  Magruder’s  headquarters  | 
says  Jackson  has  possession  of  Mechanics ville.  I do  not  know  where  i 
Colonel  Rhett’s  headquarters  are.  I will  endeavor  to  find  them,  how-  I 
ever,  and  inform  him  he  may  be  called  upon.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  I 
advise  the  Secretary  of  War  at  once  with  regard  to  Walker’s  brigade,  ■ 
so  as  to  have  it  ready  to  move  immediately  if  necessary  ? 

‘ S.  S.  A.  [ANDERSOK] 


Hre wry’s  Bluff,  Ya., 

June  26,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Randolph: 

My  pickets  and  signal  officer  at  the  mouth  of  Appomattox  report 
gunboats  and  transports,  three  of  each,  ascending  that  river  at  dark 
this  evening. 

J.  G.  WALKER, 
Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  June  26,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker, 

Drewrifs  Bluffs  Ya. : 

Leave  one  regiment  well  commanded  at  Drewry’s  Bluffi  and  march 
with  the  rest  of  your  force  to  re-enforce  General  Huger.  Move  by  the 
pontoon  bridge  if  you  have  guides,  and  Avarn  him  of  your  march  by 
couriers,  to  avoid  accident  in  the  dark.  I will  direct  General  Holmes 
to  look  out  for  Hrewry’s  Bluffi  during  your  absence. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Petersburg,  Ya.,  dime  26, 1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 

Enemy  are  landing  at  Bermuda  Hundred.  If  they  are  in  large  force 
I can’t  resist  them  till  they  reach  Drewry’s  Bluff. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsement  No.  1.] 

I telegraphed  to  General  Walker  to  suspend  his  movement  until  ho 
^^arued  the  character  of  that  on  the  part  of  the  enemy ; but  unless 
tlieir  landing  was  in  force  that  he  must  re-enforce  General  Huger. 

- G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Indorsement  No.  2.] 

Action  approved.  If  it  should  proA^e  that  the  report  is  correct,  we 
must  try  to  re-enforce  Huger  in  the  morning  by  sending  such  force  as 
we  haA^e  in  the  city  and  the  supports  of  batteries. 

JEFFERSON  DAYIS. 
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Eichmond,  Ya.,  June  26,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker, 

Dreivry^s  Bluff j Va. : 

Since  my  telegram  to  you  I have  received  a telegram  from  General 
Holmes,  announcing  that  the  enemy  are  landing  at  Bermuda  Hundred. 
Suspend  the  execution  of  my  order  until  3’ou  learn  the  character  of 
this  movement.  Unless  the  landing  is  in  force,  you  may  still  re-enforce 
General  Huger,  who  will  probably  need  it. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Drewry’s  Bluff,  Ya., 

June  26,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  received  j^our  three  telegrams.  Instead  of  the  enemy’s  land 
ing  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  his  gunboats  and  transports  have  gone  uj 
the  Appomattox.  I shall  put  my  command  en  route  to  join  General 
Huger  at  once. 

J.  G.  WALKEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  June  26,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Petersburg^  Ya. : 

The  battle  is  jirogressing  and  we  need  all  the  re-enforcements  we  can 
get.  I have  ordered  General  Walker  to  leave  one  regiment  at  Drewry’s 
Bluff,  and  to  join  General  Huger  on  the  Williamsburg  road  with  the 
rest  of  his  command.  Move  with  all  your  available  force.  If  you 
think  Drewry’s  Bluff  needs  re-enforcing  send  troops  there,  and  either 
come  here  with  the  rest  or  cross  at  the  pontoon  bridge  and  join  our 
right,  informing  General  Huger  of  your  approach.  Let  me  know 
which  route  you  take. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Yirginia, 

^ June  26,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  The  headquarters  of  the  commanding  general  will  be  on  the 
Mechanicsville  turnpike. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 

j ■ Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Thursday  Morning,  [June  26,  1862.] 

General  Branch: 

Wait  for  Jackson’s  notification  before  you  move  unless  I send  other 
orders. 

Yours, 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Major-General. 
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Merry  Oaks,  June  26,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

(Eeceived  10  a.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Branch  : 

General  : The  head  of  my  column  is  crossing  the  Central  Kailroad 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major- General.  * 


Headquarters  Light  Brigade, 

[June  26],  1862 — 9.30  p.  m.  | 
General  Hill  left  for  Mechanics ville  about  an  hour  since,  and  should.  | 
any  movements  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  be  observed  of  sufficient  im-  j 
portance  please  report  the  fact  and  I will  send  for  him.  He  may  re-  j 
turn  in  the  course  of  two  hours.  ' 

Please  say  to  your  assistant  adjutant-general  that  I do  not  know  the  i 
dates  of  commission  of  the  other  brigadier-generals  of  this  division,  i 
but  will  get  them  for  him  as  soon  as  possible. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  MOEGAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


• June  26,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch: 

General  : The  head  of  my  column  is  nearly  2 miles  from  where  it 
crossed  the  Central  Eailroad,  and  is  marching  on  the  Hanover  Court- 
House  and  Mechanicsville  turnpike. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  27,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  adopt  measures 
to  assemble  together  the  Second  Louisiana  Brigade  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  to  be  prepared  for  immediate  field  duty,  under  instructions 
to  be  received  from  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  June  27,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker, 

Drewr'ffs  Bluff,  Ya.  : 

Have  you  moved  yet?  From  General  Holmes’  telegram  this  morn- 
ing the  force  of  the  enemy  appears  to  be  small.  You  had  better  move 
at  once,  leaving,  if  you  think  proper,  1,500  men.  Has  General  Holmes 
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comniuuicated  with  you  or  re-enforced  you  ? Keep  him  advised  of 
your  movement. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hon.  Georoe  W.  Eandolph  : 


Drewry^s  Bluff,  Va., 

June  27,  1862. 


The  enemy’s  gunboats  drove  off  our  battery  and  pickets  at  Point  of 
Eocks.  They  landed  a small  force  this  morning  at  City  Point.  I have 
sent  a regiment  to  defend  the  barricade  below  Petersburg,  and  1 think 
one  had  better  be  sent  back  to  have  an  eye  on  City  Point,  which  will 
leave  two  disposable  for  Drewry’s  Bluff  or  the  field,  as  you  think  best. 
Please  answer. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-  General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  June  21  y 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Petersburg^  Ya. : 

I don’t  understand  what  you  mean  by  ^‘sending  a regiment  back.” 
Ho  you  mean  to  send  it  to  Drewry’s  Bluff'?  We  wish  all  the  force  we 
can  get  in  the  field,  and  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  send  troops  away 
from  Drewry’s  Bluff.  From  that  post  they  can  readily  re-enforce  Gen- 
eral Huger.  You  had  better  dispose  of  your  force  at  Petersburg  for 
the  protection  of  the  road  from  City  Point. 

G.  W.  EAKDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

June  27,  1862 — 1.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

General  : Ma.] or- General  Magruder  instructs  me  to  inform  you  that 
he  only  ordered  that  there  should  be  two  j egiments  in  your  front ; one 
v iiich  you  yourself  placed  there,  if  he  is  correctly  informed,  and  one 
ordered  by  himself.  Since  leaving  you  this  morning  one  of  these  (of 
Kershaw’s  brigade)  it  was  desirable  should  be  on  the  left  of  the  swamp. 
Upon  you  representing  to  Major  Brent  that  this  would  weaken  you 
too  much,  I sent  you  a written  communication  telling  you  to  retain  the 
regiment  in  the  position  previously  agreed  upon.  The  protest  which 
you  sent  against  General  Magruder’s  attempt  to  execute  General  Lee’s 
orders  will  be  forwarded  to  that  officer. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  BEYAK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

June  27,  1862 — 5.30  p.  m. 


Major  General  McLaws  : 

Sir  : I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  direct  you  to 
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cause  the  troops  iu  your  advance  to  push  forward  (in  accordance  with 
previous  orders)  and  drive  in  the  enemy’s  pickets  at  once,  and  to  push^ 
forward  as  far  as  can  be  carried  consistently  with  the  safety  of  your 
hues. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Similar  instructions  given  Generals  Jones  and  Griffith. 


Hon.  George  W.  Kandolph: 


Petersburg,  Ya., 

June  27,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 


The  enemy  have  shelled  out  all  my  signal  stations  on  the  Aiipo-  < 
mattox  Eiver  below  Clifton.  The  obstructions — eleven  gunboats,  two  ' 
iron-clads,  the  Monitor  and  Galena — are  now  in  the  Appomattox,  and. 
have  full  control  of  the  river  up  to  Port  Walthall.  Two  small  gunboats 
are  iu  the  Appomattox  channel  off  Port  Walthall.  No  transports  are 
with  them.  A party  of  about  100  landed  at  Hodges’,  Prince  George 
side,  in  small  boats  from  the  steamers.  No  landing  up  to  this  hour  on 
the  Chesterfield  side.  They,  the  enemy,  are  evidently  feeling  their  way 
up  toward  our  obstructions.  I have  reported  up  to  1 p.  m.  by  vedette 
to  General  Holmes. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 

Captain  and  Signal  Officer,  Department  of  the  Appomattox. 


Headquarters,  June  27, 1862. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis  ; 

Mr.  President  : Profoundly  grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  sig- 
nal victory  granted  to  us,  it  is  my  pleasing  task  to  announce  to  you 
the  success  achieved  by  this  army  to-day.  The  enemy  was  this  morn- 
ing driven  from  his  strong  position  behind  Beaver  Dam  Creek  and  pur- 
sued to  that  behind  Powhite  Creek,  and  finally,  after  a severe  contest 
of  five  hours,  entirely  repulsed  from  the  field.  Night  put  an  end  to  the 
contest.  I grieve  to  state  that  our  loss  in  officers  and  men  is  great. 
We  sleep  on  the  field,  and  shall  renew  the  contest  in  the  morning. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


[Friday  Morning,  June  27,  1862.] 

General  Branch  : 

General  Gregg  has  been  ordered  to  cross  Beaver  Creek.  As  soon  a« 
you  see  any  movements  on  the  right ’or  left  or  hear  heavy  musket  tir- 
ing, advance  also  and  storm  the  creek. 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Major-General. 
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Petersburg,  Va.,  June  28,  1862. 

The  Secretary  of  War: 

I shall  .'^,'0  at  once  to  Drewry’s  Bluff,  where  there  are  three  regiments 
and  three  batteries.  Please  let  instructions  meet  me  there  by  12  o’clock 
to-night. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-General. 


Petersburg,  Va.,  June  28,  1862. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War  : 

The  enemy’s  gunboats  have  disappeared  from  neighborhood  of  Peters 
burg.  Do  you  want  me  with  Daniel’s  brigade  ? 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major- Oeiieral. 

^ [Indorsement.  ] 

i It  would  seem  best  for  General  Holmes  to  move  up  with  his  force  to 
the  bridge  at  Warwick’s  Bar;  or  if  there  be  any  difficulty  about  trans 
portation  from  railroad  to  bridge  he  had  better  come  to  Eichmond. 

I JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Petersburg,  Va., 

June  28,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

The  enemy  have  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  left  the  Appomattox. 
Just  received  the  following  dispatch  by  signals  from  Cobb’s  Station, 
below  Port  Walthall,  viz  : 


The  gnuboats  opposite  our  station  aground  set  on  fire  and  abandoned  by  the  enemJ^ 
Monitor  has  gone ; all  the  gunboats  are  following  toward  City  Point. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


i 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  South  Carolina  Eegiment, 

June  28,  1862. 

Oapt.  C.  E.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutayit- General : 

Captain  : In  reply  to  the  inquiry  sent  me  from  brigade  headquarters 
irelative  to  the  direction  taken  by  my  regiment  yesterday  in  the  ‘Heel,” 
!is  ordered  by  the  general,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  the  order  issued 
ito  Colonel  Nance  and  myself  to  “feel”  the  enemy  in  the  morning  was 
3ountermanded  just  about  the  time  we  were  x^repared  to  advance.  I 
was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Barksdale,  on  the  Nine-mile  road, 
iis  a supxiort  to  him  in  the  event  of  his  being  driven  back  by  the  enemy, 
il  did  so,  and  had  scarcely  taken  my  i)osition  as  his  support  when  orders 
'3ame  again  that  “ the  regiment  Irom  Kershaw’s  brigade  must  form  on 
the  right  of  Barksdale’s  regiment  and  advance  in  line  with  Barksdale’s.” 
,We  formed  in  line  of  battle,  x)r<?pared  to  ailvance,  when  another  order 
jame  that  we  should  advance  in  just  such  a line  as  would  have  thrown 
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US  parallel  to  tlie  Nine-mile  road,  and  evidently  in  a direction  perpen-  j 
dicular  to  the  line  of  battle  as  formed  by  General  Anderson  on  our  left.-j 
Colonel  Barksdale  then  formed  his  line  of  battle  at  his  own  discretion,  ! 
perpendicular,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  Nine-mile  road,  and  parallel  to  ourl 
line  of  pickets.  I formed  immediatelj"  upon  his  right,  and  we  were  again  r 
about  advancing  (much  time  having  been  consumed  in  determining  our 
proper  line  of  battle)  when  Colonel  Henagan  appeared  on  the  field  and 
required  me  to  report  to  him  on  the  position  which  had  been  assigned 
me  in  the  morning  when  ordered  to  feel  the  enemy  in  conjunction  with 
Colonel  Nance.  Some  consultation  with  Colonel  Barksdale  was  then 
necessary,  because  the  direction  in  which  Colonel  Henagan  and  myself 
would  presently  advance  would  be  at  right  angles  almost  to  the  line  of 
advance  as  established  by  Colonel  Barksdale,  his  line  being  a prolon- 
gation of  Gen;  ral  Anderson’s  line.  These  irregularities  in  the  various 
lines  of  battle  can  be  explained  in  a few  words  by  assuming  points  of 
the  compass.  General  Anderson’s  pickets  are  stationed  in  a line  run- 
ning perhaps  northeast  and  southwest.  The  picket  line  in  front  of 
Colonel  Barksdale  runs  more  northward  and  southward,  and  just  up  on 
his  right  changes  again  almost  due  south.  In  front  of  the  left  of  my 
regiment,  as  finally  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  with  Colonel  Henagan, 
the  line  of  pickets  runs  east  and  west,  while  in  front  of  Colonel  Hena- 
gan’s  right  the  line  was  nearly  north  and  south  ; consequently  the  line 
of  advance  formed  by  Colonel  Henagan  and  myself  was  nearly  north 
and  south,  while  that  of  Colonel  Barksdale  was  perhaps  northeast  and 
southwest.  1 was  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Henagan,  and  my  left  about 
300  yards  from  Colonel  Barksdale’s  right.  Had  Colonel  Barksdale’s 
force  and  our  force  advanced  to  the  redoubt  in  front  of  Colonel  Hena- 
gan’s  advancing  line,  we  might  perhaps  have  met  the  enemy  on  the 
west  side  of  the  redoubt,  while  Colonel  Barksdale  would  have  ])asse(l 
to  the  eastward  entirely,  our  point  of  convergence  being  perhaps  be- 
yond the  enemy’s  breastworks. 

I trust  I have  made  myself  intelligible. 

EespectfuHv, 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 

Colonel  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


Camp  Hovee,  Hdqrs.  Eighth  S.  C.  Eegiment, 

June  28,  1862. 

General  Kershaw  : 

Inmbedience  to  orders  I proceeded  on  yesterday,  27th  instant,  to  the 
rear  of  General  Seinmes’  picket.  Not  finding  Colonel  Aiken’s  reginient 
there,  as . I had  supposed — I was  informed  that  lie  had  reported  to 
Colonel  Barksdale,  in  rear  of  General  Cobb’s  iiicket — I ordered  his 
regiment  to  march  to  the  rear  of  General  Semnies’  picket,  and 
placing  his  right  about  the  center  of  the  picket,  I then  formed  iny 
regiment  on  the  right  of  his,  my  right  resting  in  about  200  yards 
of  the  railroad.  I then  deployed  tlie  rifle  conqianies  of  the  two 
regiments  in  front,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland 
I then  gave  the  order  to  advance.  The  skirmishers  had  not  advanced 
more  than  80  yards  from  our  picket  line  before  they  were  fired  upon  by 
the  enemy,  which  was  returned  promptly.  We  continued  to  advance, 
driving  the  enemy  before  us.  We  halted  in  about  100  yards  ot  the 
open  field  in  front  of  us,  deeming  it  imprudent  to  advance  any  farther 
on  account  of  the  enemy  throwing  quantities  of  grape,  canister,  and 
shell  in  the  woods.  One  of  their  batteries  appeared  to  be  near  the 
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railroad,  which  would  have  swept  my  ranks  had  I proceeded  farther. 
I The  euemy  appeared  to  be  in  considerable  force.  I could  hear  them 
j cheering’  down  the  lines,  though  but  few  were  seen  by  us.  Colonel 
'Aiken  had  1 man  killed  and  3 wounded.  No  casualties  in  the  Eighth. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  HENAGAN, 
Colonel  Eighth  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

June  29,  1862. 

|Major-Geueral  Maoruder  : 

Sir  : My  line  is  formed  to  the  left  and  somewhat  to  the  front  of  Gen- 
eral Cobb.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  in  large  force  in  front  of  my  right, 
land  are  or  have  moved  a little  to  their  right.  I do  not  think  it  prudent 
for  me  to  attack  him  with  my  small  force  unless  there  be  a simulta- 
neous attack  all  along  our  lines.  I will  keep  a good  lookout  on  my  left. 
I had  hoped  that  Jackson  would  have  co-operated  with  me  on  my  left, 
but  he  sends  me  word  that  he  cannot,  as  he  has  other  important  duty 
to  perform. 

Kespectfully,  &c., 

D.  R.  JONES, 

Brigadier- General. 


Petersburg,  Va., 

June  30,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

1 have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Ehea’s  Farm  Station, 
opposite  City  Point,  viz : 

Two  guuboats  gone  down  James  River;  one  gunboat  off  City  Point ; six  gunboats 
iff  Turkey  Island,  above  City  Point ; heavy  firing  going  on  up  the  James  River;  one 
pmboat  hoisted  a black  flag. 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


Petersburg,  Va., 

June  30,  1862 — 6.30  p.  m. 

George  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Just  returned  from  Blanfleld  Signal  Station.  While  there  four  large 
steamers  left  Cartels  Wharf,  loaded  with  the  euemy,  and  gone  down  the 
dver.  Six  schooners  were  near  the  wharf  covered  with  canvas,  appar- 
Bntly  for  sick  [and]  wounded.  Two  river  steamers  arrived  at  City 
Point  towing  a schooner  and  a brig.  There  are  nine  schooners,  one 
brig,  and  five  steamers  now  off  City  Point.  The  Monitor  and  Galena, 
with  four  other  gunboats,  are  oft*  Carter’s  Wharf,  shelling  the  woods,  to 
iBOver  the  retreating  forces  of  the  euemy;  evidently  a lively  engagement 
is  going  on  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  enemy  appear  very  busy  about 
Oity  Point  and  Carter’s  Wharf  embarking  their  forces.  The  first  two 
transports  that  came  uj)  lauded  a small  force  at  Carter’s  Wharf. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 

Captain  and  Signal  Officer,  Department  of  the  Appomattox. 
i 40  R R — VOL  XI,  PT  III 
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Petersburg,  Ya.,  June  30,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Kandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  enemy  did  not  effect  a landing  at  Carter’s  Wharf  with  the  trooi)S 
that  came  up  this  evening.  They  have  been  driven  down  James  Eiver 
near  Turkey  Island,  opposite  City  Point.  Cannonading  is  incessant. 
All  the  gunboats  have  dropped  down  the  river  from  Carter’s  Wharf  to 
Turkey  Island. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MILLIGAK, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


Bermuda  Hundred, 

Via  Brewrfs  Bluffs  Ya.,  June  30,  1862. 
Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Large  numbers  of  Yankees  are  on  the  river  shore  at  Shirley,  Colonel 
Carter’s  place.  They  seem  to  be  encamped  just  above  his  house.  Many 
are  now  bathing  in  the  river.  The  gunboats  and  transports  seem  to 
be  taking  the  troops  off  as  fast  as  possible.  Very  few  of  them  here, 
though  'j  hence  they  can  only  take  off*  the  wounded. 

THOMAS  E.  UPSHAW, 
Captain  Randolph  Dragoons. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  June  30,  1862. 

General  Leadbetter, 

Chattanooga^  Tenn. : 

After  two  days’  fighting  McClellan  abandoned  his  camp  and  such 
stores  as  he  could  not  destroy  and  is  in  fall  retreat,  closely  pursued  by 
General  Lee.  Announce  this  to  .>our  army,  and  tell  them  that  we  hope 
soon  to  come  to  their  assistance.  I have  ordered  every  regiment  and 
battalion  in  Georgia  not  needed  on  the  coast  to  proceed  at  once  to 
Chattanooga.  As  they  are  new  organizations,  I am  uncertain  as  to 
their  number  and  condition.  I am  sending  arms  to  you  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. Is  it  safe  to  send  them  through  East  Tennessee  ? Answer  at 
once.  General  Heth  is  on  his  way  to  Chattanooga,  but  we  wish  you 
to  remain,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  all  the  assistance  in  your  power. 
If  you  can  defend  your  position  we  may  be  able  to  place  Buell  in  a 
critical  situation. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  June  30,  1862. 

General  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Knoxvtlle,  Tenn. : 

I am  happy  to  inform  j^ou  that  McClellan  was  attacked  by  our  army, 
under  General  Lee,  on  the  26th  instant,  and  after  two  days’  fighting  is 
in  full  retreat,  abandoning  his  camp  and  such  stores  as  he  could  not 
destroy.  Our  army  is  in  close  pursuit.  I have  ordered  to  Chattanooga 
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every  regiment  and  battalion  in  Georgia  in  a condition  to  march,  and 
Hilliard’s  Legion  from  Montgomery,  which  cannot  bring  more  than 
850  men.  I have  also  ordered  the  arms  called  for  by  you  to  be  for- 
warded as  speedily  as  possible.  Hilliard’s  Legion  and  the  Georgia 
troops  are  unarmed.  Did  they  enter  into  your  calculation  in  making 
your  call?  Is  it  safe  to  send  arms  through  East  Tennessee  or  shall 
they  go  to  Chattanooga  via  Atlanta?  Answer  by  telegraph.  Knowing 
you  to  be  sick,  I expect  an  answer  from  your  staff  and  not  from  your- 
self. 


G.  W.  EAKDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  June  30,  1862. 

General  Bragg, 

Commanding  the  Army  of  Mississippi^  Tupelo^  via  Mobile : 

After  two  days’  fighting  the  enemy  abandoned  their  camp,  leaving 
their  tents  standing  and  a large  quantity  of  stores  which  they  had  not 
time  to  destroy,  and  are  in  full  retreat,  closely  pursued  by  our  army 
under  General  Lee.  It  is  supposed  that  their  object  is  to  reach  some 
point  on  the  James  Eiver,  where,  with  the  assistance  of  their  gunboats, 
they  may  defend  themselves  until  re-enforcements  arrive.  They  are 
cut  off'  from  their  base  on  the  Pamunkey  Eiver,  and  all  their  depots 
on  that  river  are  destroyed.  This  state  of  things  must  bring  this  way 
large  detachments  from  their  Western  army.  Orders  have  been  given, 
as  we  learn,  for  the  transportation  of  5,000  men  a day  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Eailroad. 

Have  you  received  my  telegram  about  the  staff’  officers  of  General 
Preston’s  corps  ? Answer  by  telegraph,  as  an  officer  is  waiting  here 
for  the  commissions. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Eichmond,  Va.,  June  30,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Pemberton, 

Charleston^  S.  C. : 

Announce  to  your  forces  that  after  two  days’  fighting  the  enemy 
have  abandoned  their  camp  and  are  in  full  retreat,  closely  pursued  by 
our  army  under  General  Lee.  They  attempted  to  destroy  their  stores, 
but  left  their  tents  standing  and  large  quantities  of  them.  Prisoners 
are  rapidly  coming  in. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

j Secretary  of  War. 


Engineer  Bureau,  July  1, 1862. 

Oapt.  John  J.  Clarke, 

Provisional  Engineer  Corps,  C.  S.  Army : 

Captain  : There  has  been  a good  deal  of  confusion  between  the 
A.rmy  and  Kavy  recently  with  regard  to  steamboats  on  the  James 
River.  Please  select  sucli  boats  as  are  required  for  your  services  if 
not  claimed  by  the  Kavy  Department,  and  hold  them  exclusively  sub- 
ject to  your  orders.  Such  as  have  been  engaged  on  engineering  work 
should  be  settled  for  by  yourself.  I also  desire  you  to  examine  the 
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pontoon  bridge  and  inquire  as  to  capacity  and  number  of  the  employes, 
with  a view  to  reducing  the  expenditures  at  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES,  j 

" Acting  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


Engineer  Bureau, 
Richmond^  Vu.,  July  1,  1862.  | 

Capt.  John  J.  Clarke, 

Provisional  Engineer  Corps^  0.  S.  Army : | 

Captain  : It  is  proposed  to  erect  a battery  of  three  guns  on  the 
Appomattox  for  its  defense.  These  guns  are  one  10-inch  columbiadi 
and  two  long  32-pounders;  this  battery  to  be  ultimately  strengthened 
The  Secretary  of  War  desires  you  to  proceed  to  the  Appomattox  audi 
put  yourself  in  communication  with  Captain  Dimmock,  who  lias  been 
in  charge  for  some  time  past,  and  will  consult  with  you  as  to  the  loca-i 
tion  and  construction  of  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully:  yours, 

ALFEED  L.  EIVES, 

Acting  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


Petersburg,  Va.,  July  1,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adfitant  and  Inspector  General  C.  S.  Army.  Richmond^  Ya. : 

General  : In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  40,  May  29,  1862 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraTs  Office,  I beg  leave  to  report  tin 
number  and  organization  of  the  signal  corps  of  this  department  and  itt 
general  operations  during  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1862. 

The  corps  which  I command  is  composed  of  one  company,  organizec 
by  authority  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  upon  recommendatiom 
of  General  Huger,  commanding  Department  of  Norfolk,  February  22 
1862,  and  is  composed  of  1 captain,  3 lieutenants,  and  114  non-commis 
sioned  officers  and  privates. 

The  company  was  mustered  into  service  for  the  war  in  Norfolk,  Va. 
on  the  25th  day  of  April,  by  Major  Bradford,  inspector  general  of  th( 
Department  of  Norfolk,  with  73  men,  rank  and  file,  by  special  authority 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War.  Since  its  organization  41  mei 
have  entered  the  corps  by  enlistments  and  transfers.  My  posts  in  th( 
Department  of  Norfolk  extended  from  Harden’s  Bluft',  by  the  south  sid( 
of  James  Eiver,  to  headquarters  in  Norfolk;  distance  between  post.‘ 
varying  from  2 miles  to  7,  according  to  the  facilities  for  connection  auc 
view. 

The  posts  on  James  Eiver,  as  far  down  as  Pig  Point,  fell  back  afte) 
our  evacuation  of  our  fortification  at  Harden’s  Blufl*  and  Fort  Boykin 
After  the  evacuation  of  Mulberry  Island  the  posts  were  used  to  past 
the  steamers  up  and  down  the  river  by  i)rivate  signals. 

On  the  10th  of  May  the  post  at  Sewell’s  Point  came  ver3"  near  beiu^. 
cut  off  by  the  enemy.  Onr  forces,  leaving  at  4 a.  m.,  gave  no  notice  t( 
the  Signal  Corps  of  their  movement.  They  never  left  their  posts  unti 
7 p.  m.,  and  then  only  when  ordered  to  do  so  from  headquarters  ii 
Norfolk. 
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After  our  retreat  from  ISTorfolk  and  falling  back  upon  this  place  I 
was  ordered  to  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  further 
orders  by  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  Huger.  I reported  accordingly,  and  re- 
ceived verbal  orders  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  establish 
communication  on  the  James  Eiver  and  Appomattox,  which  I have  ac- 
cordingly done,  as  follows:  One  post  at  Drewry’s  Bluff,  communi- 
cating with.  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  thence  down  the  river  to  Gregory’s  farm, 
where  there  is  a good  view  of  the  river  for  15  miles.  I found  it  impos- 
sible to  get  communication  lower  in  consequence  of  the  sinuous  char- 
acter of  the  river.  The  posts  on  the  Appomattox  are  from  Ehea’s  farm, 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Appomattox,  to  Blanfield,  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  river  j thence  to  Cobb’s  farm,  between  Point  of  Eocks  and 
Port  Walthall,  on  the  western  side  of  the  river;  thence  to  Ciifton,  on 
the  same  side  of  the  river,  at  the  obstructions,  amid  the  fortifications 
covering  them;  thence  to  Old  Blanford  Church,  near  Petersburg ; from 
thence  to  Mcllwain’s  building,  on  Sycamore  street,  near  the  custom- 
house, the  headquarters  in  Petersburg;  making  in  all  six  stations  be- 
tween the  mouth  of  the  Appomattox  and  headquarters. 

I have  each  post  doubled,  in  order  to  transmit  messages  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  I can  get  communication  with  Ehea’s  farm,  the  lower 
post  on  the  Appomattox,  to  headquarters,  a distance  of  15  miles,  and 
pass  through  six  posts,  in  twenty  minutes.  The  river  is  exceedingly 
hard  to  communicate  by,  in  consequence  of  its  sinuous  character  and 
dense  timber  upon  its  banks. 

On  the  26th  ultimo  the  posts  at  Ehea’s.farm,  Blanfield,  and  Cobb’s 
were  shelled  out  by  a fleet  of  gunboats,  which  ascended  the  river  rather 
suddenly,  but  which  returned  on  the  27th,  after  burning  one  of  their 
vessels,  which  had  grounded  in  the  Appomattox  channel. 

The  discipline  of  the  corps  is  good,  and  the  men  drilled  by  sight  and 
sound.  All  are  sworn  into  secrecy,  and  apjjly  themselves  to  their  duty 
with  commendable  zeal.  The  men  not  being  armed,  I would  most  re- 
spectfully recommend  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  arm  them 
with  army  revolvers  or  light  carbines,  that  they  may  have  some  means 
of  protecting  themselves  in  case  of  a sudden  attack. 

In  addition  to  the  men  who  are  stationed  at  the  several  posts  herein 
mentioned  I keep  a reserve  at  the  Halfway  Station,  on  the  Eichmoud 
and  Petersburg  Eailroad,  with  a complete  outfit  for  any  emergency  or 
demand  that  circumstances  may  require.  I have  a complete  and  good 
outfit  for  fifteen  posts,  in  addition  to  an  outfit  sent  to  Major  Alexander 
for  twelve  posts. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 

Captain  and  Signal  Officer,  Department  of  the  Appomattox. 


[Indorsements.] 


July  7,  1862. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Gorgas  to  know  if  the  arms  asked 
for  on  the  third  page  of  this  letter  can  be  conveniently  supplied. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Eespectfully  returned, 
may  be  supplied  perhaps. 


July  10,  1862. 

No  pistols  or  carbines  on  hand.  Shot-guns 

J.  GOEGAS, 
Chief  of  Ordnance. 
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Headquarters  Centre, 
Battle-field  at  Grew^s  Farm^  Ya.^  July  2,  1862. 
Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  : The  enemy  having  now  changed  his  front  and  being  driven  to 
a new  line,  on  which  (should  he  attempt  further  movements  against  i 
Eichmond)  time  indefinite  in  its  duration  will  be  required  for  the  ex-  i 
edition  of  his  plans,  I consider  the  period  has  arrived  when  I cannot  : 
with  propriety  ask  the  longer  indulgence  of  the  Government  in  respect  ] 
to  the  order  already  assigning  me  to  the  command  of  the  Trans-Missis-  \ 
sippi  Department.  1 have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  announce  my  readi-  1 
ness  to  conform  to  the  orders  of  the  Government  relative  to  my  new 
position  as  soon  as  they  may  be  communicated  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEHDEE, 

Major-General,  &c. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Va., 

No.  — . I July  3,  1862. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder,  having  been  ordered  upon  special  serv- 
ice in  the  West  (temporarily  suspended),  will  now  proceed  to  carry 
out  that  order,  [the]  circumstances  causing  its  suspension  having  been 
removed.  He  will  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  further  instruc- 
tions. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Jones  is  assigned  with  his  division  to  Major- 
General  LongstreeFs  command,  and  will  immediately  proceed  to  join  i 
him. 

III.  Toombs’  and  Griffith’s  brigades,  of  Magruder’s  division,  are  as- 
signed to  duty  with  McLaws’  division. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Br.  Poindexter\s,  July  4,  1862. 

Major-General  Hill: 

General  : I desire  you  to-day  to  continue  the  work  of  burying  the 
dead,  collecting  the  wounded  and  sending  them  to  the  hospitals,  and 
gathering  up  all  arms  and  other  property  left  on  the  field. 

I understand  that  many  of  the  enemy’s  wounded  of  Monday’s  fight 
are  still  on  the  field'j  they  must  have  sufiered  greatly,  and  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  remove  all  of  them  where  they  will  be  comfortable. 

The  enemy’s  dead  (particularly  at  the  scene  of  Monday’s  fight)  must 
be  buried,  and  any  prisoners  that  may  be  in  your  hands  can  be  devoted 
to  this  work. 

Lose  no  exertion  to  collect  your  command,  and  in  every  way  prepare 
it  for  immediate  service. 

Send  a stroug  detail,  under  efficient  officers,  and  finish  the  work  at 
once. 

I shall  proceed  to  join  the  advance  of  the  army  under  General  Long- 
street,  where  you  can  communicate  with  me. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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Richmond,  Ya.,  July  4, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Drewry'^s  Bluffs  Ya.  : 

Governor  Clark  telegraphs  that  General  Martin,  -with  2,000  men,  now 
at  Kinston,  can  be  spared.  Order  them  on  without  delay.  They  had 
better  come  here. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Richmond,  Ya.,  J^dy  4, 1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  S.  Preston, 

Commanding  Camp  of  Instruction^  Columbia,  S.  C. : 

Our  losses  here  are  so  heavy  and  our  necessities  so  great  that  the 
order  directing  conscripts  to  be  sent  to  Charleston  is  suspended  until 
the  South  Carolina  regiments  here  are  recruited.  Send  your  conscripts 
here  in  parties  of  100  or  200  as  rapidly  as  you  can  get  them.  If  neces- 
sary, send  drill  officers  in  charge  of  them. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Richmond,  Ya.,  July  4,  1862. 
Maj.  J.  B.  Dorman,  Dublin  Depot,  Ya., 

Maj.  Y.  Mallett,  Raleigh,  N.  (7., 

Maj.  John  Dunwody,  Calhoun,  via  Dalton,  Ga.: 

Heavy  losses  have  been  sustained  in  the  recent  ox^erations  before 
this  city,  and  there  are  other  operations  of  great  importance  now  in 
progress  which  will  still  further  exhaust  our  army.  Recruits  are  much 
needed  from  your  State  You  will  therefore  hasten  the  enrollment  of 
conscriiits  as  much  as  possible,  and  send  the  conscripts  here  in  parties 
of  100  or  200  as  raiiidly  as  you  can  get  them  in.  We  have  no  time  now 
to  prej^are  them  for  the  field  as  carefully  as  we  wish. 

Send  them  under  charge  of  your  drill  officers  if  you  cannot  get  offi- 
cers detailed  for  the  duty.  They  will  be  assigned  here  to  their  regiment 
if  they  have  not  already  been  assigned. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  July  5,  1862. 

R.  E.  Lee,  General,  &c. : 

General  : I have  this  moment  received  yours  of  yesterday,  with 
sketch  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy  near  to  the  mouth  of  Her- 
ring Greek.* 

It  is  a hard  necessity  to  be  comx:)elIed  to  allow  him  time  to  recover 
from  his  discomfiture  and  to  receive  re-enforcements,  but  under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  must  be  regarded  as  necessary. 

I fully  concur  with  you  as  to  the  imx)roi)riety  of  exposing  our  brave 
and  battle-thinned  troops  to  the  fire  of  the  gunboats  while  attacking  a 
force  numerically  suiierior  and  having  the  advantage  of  so  strong  a 
position  as  that  held  by  the  enemy. 


Not  found. 
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If  farther  reconnaissance  should  show  ground  to  the  north  of  the 
Charles  City  road,  which  commands  the  ridge  on  which  that  rpad  is 
located,  we  might  send  to  you  at  least  the  two  heavy  guns  which  are  on 
traveling  carriages,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries from  a point  beyond  the  effective  range  of  his  navy  guns,  or  if 
a diversion,  by  engaging  the  gunboats  from  the  south  side  of  James 
lliver,  would  afford  you  an  opportunity  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  pres- 
ent position,  that  might  be  done  by  sending  some  of  Holmes’  batteries 
to  open  fire  on  the  first  passing  vessel  at  a point  below  Herring  Creek, 
so  as  to  draw  the  fleet  in  that  direction.  To  do  this  effectuall}^  would 
require  powerful  batteries,  with  strong  supports. 

General  Holmes,  whom  I saw  last  night  at  his  headquarters  below 
l)re wry’s,  expressed  a wish  to  go  down  on  the  south  side  of  James 
Eiver  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy’s  encampment.  His  experience  on 
the  Potomac  has  perhaps  led  him  to  underrate  gunboats.  He  has 
ordered  General  Martin  to  join  him  with  two  regiments  from  Kinston, 
and  spoke  of  drawing  one  regiment  from  Wilmington. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  called  for  men  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in 
the  ranks  of  your  army,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  hasten  them 
forward. 

The  quartermaster-general  assures  me  that  all  practicable  means  are 
employed  to  repair  the  railroads,  especially  the  Virginia  Central. 

My  office  work  fell  behind  while  I was  in  the  field,  but  no  public  in- 
terest, I hope,  was  seriously  affected. 

I will  direct  Colonel  Gorgas  to  send  to  you  some  burning  shells,  with 
the  hope  that  you  can  use  them  against  the  enemy’s  encampments  and 
perhaps  his  boats,  or  in  the  event  of  night  operations  they  may  serve 
to  guide  as  well  as  to  conceal  your  advance. 

If  there  should  be  anything  which  you  think  would  be  more  promptly 
or  certainly  executed  by  my  personal  attention  you  must  not  hesitate  to 
ask  for  it. 

Before  closing  I will  renew  my  caution  to  you  against  personal  ex- 
posure either  in  battle  or  reconnaissance.  It  is  a duty  to  the  cause  we 
serve  for  the  sake  of  which  I reiterate  the  warning.  Col.  Custis  Lee  is 
much  better. 

Verv  respectfully  and  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  July  5,  1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding : 

General  : Since  mine  to  you  by  yonr  courier  I hr.v'e  received  yours 
of  ihis  date. 

I can  realize  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  exact  i;iformation  of  the 
enemy’s  movements,  especially  as  to  the  re-enforcei.ients  which  he  is 
receiving. 

Tiie  entire  confidence  reposed  in  you  would  suffice  to  secure  my  sanc- 
tion to  your  view  of  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  to  a better  position 
for  your  troops,  but  beyond  this  it  seems  important  to  guard  against 
the  possibility  of  an  advance  by  the  fresh  troops  of  1 he  enemy  on  the 
south  side  of  dames  River.  He  commands  the  water  u])  to  our  batter- 
ies, and  thus  necessitates  on  your  part  a retrograde  movement.  Should 
it  become  necessary  to  cross  the  river,  you  can  be  more  readily  supplied 
and  the  troojis  v/iil  have  a more  healthy  location  on  Cornelius  Creek, 
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on  tlie  noi  tli  side,  and  Falling  Creek,  on  the  south  side,  of  James  River. 
The  bridge  will  furnish  easy  communication  between  the  two.  Of  all 
this  yon  are  better  able  to  judge  than  myself,  and  I would  not  be  re- 
garded as  interfering  with  the  free  exercise  of  your  discretion. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  from  the 
coast  of  South  Carolina.  In  that  event  General  Pemberton  has  been 
directed  to  leave  garrisons  of  artillery  in  the  forts  which  it  is  necessary 
to  hold,  and  to  bring  the  balance  of  his  force  to  this  quarter  for  opera- 
tions in  the  field.  In  that  case  you  will  receive  valuable  re-enforce- 
inents  from  a source  not  anticipated. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  5,  1862. 

J.  R.  Edmundson,  Esq., 

News  Ferry j Va. : 

Present  events  have  rendered  the  call  more  necessary  by  changing 
the  point  threatened  and  by  rendering  it  possible,  if  the  city  is  well 
fortified,  to  use  the  bulk  of  our  army  elsewhere.  Without  strong  works 
here  we  shall  be  compelled  to  remain  on  the  defensive. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

JSeeretary  of  War. 


Camp  near  Malvern  Hill  Battle-field, 

July  5,  1862. 

The  Suroeon-General  : 

Sir  : I have  heard  from  various  sources  that  you  have  sent  various 
communications  to  me.  Not  one  has  reached  its  destination.  I have 
only  seen  orders  for  medical  officers  to  report  for  duty  in  the  field.  I 
was  dela,>  ed  here  in  consequence  of  the  great  difficulty  in  removing  our 
wounded  to  Richmond.  When  their  removal  was  nearly  accomplished 
General  Lee  ordered  that  I should  give  assistance  to  the  Federal  medi- 
cal officers  in  concentrating  their  sick  and  wounded  at  some  central 
point,  where  surgical  aid  could  be  more  efficiently  rendered  and  where 
])ro visions  and  other  necessaries  could  be  issued.  I selected  Savage 
Station,  on  the  York  Railroad,  as  the  point  for  concentration.  Of  course 
there  are  many  Federal  wounded  that  cannot  be  moved  yet,  and  as  you 
are  aware  our  transportation  is  verj^  deficient.  In  all  there  must  be 
nearly  30  Federal  medical  officers  within  our  lines,  and  of  course  have 
required  little  or  no  surgical  aid  from  us.  They  have,  however,  asked 
for  food,  and  having  been  accustomed  to  such  luxuries  as  coffee,  tea, 
arrowroot,  sago,  jellies,  &c.,  were  disapx)ointed  in  getting  nothing  but 
flour  or  hard  bread  and  bacon. 

•The  commissary  has  sent  subsistence  to  different  points  designated 
for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  Every  variety  of  medical  and  hospital 
supplies,  in  very  limited  quantities,  and  a few  imperfect  sets  of  ampu- 
tating instruments  are  in  the  possession  of  Surgeon  Johnson,  medical 
purveyor,  which  he  retains  for  the  use  of  the  field  infirmaries,  and  have 
been  of  immense  value  to  us. 

Having  been  assigned  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  to  the  onerous  and 
responsible  duties  of  medical  director  of  this  large  army,  without  in- 
structions of  any  kind  and  without  knowledge  of  the  previous  orders 
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and  assignments  of  medical  officers  of  an  army  already  engaged  in  ac- 
tion, my  own  i:)osition,  of  course,  lias  been  embarrassing. 

I would  be  thankful  for  duplicate  of  any  order  you  have  issued  formyl 
guidance.  I have  followed  the  army,  and  in  every  instance  endeavored 
to  have  all  necessary  operations  performed  before  sending  the  woundetli 
to  Itichmond.  Of  course  many  must  have  been  sent  from  the  inlirma-i 
ries  without  primary  operations,  but  the  ])ressing  exigencies  under  which' 
we  labored  rendered  the  removal  of  such  cases  necessary.  I would  re-i 
spectfully  reciuest  that  the  medical  purveyor  be  instructed  to  forward,] 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  the  supplies  required  by  Medical  Pur-; 
veyor  Johnson,  xiarticularly  such  articles  as  opium,  morphia,  and  chlo- 
roform, which  will  be  indispensably  necessary  in  the  event  of  anothei 
battle. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  GUILD, 

Surgeon^  C.  N.  Army^ 

Medical  Director^  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

P.  S. — We  are  encamped  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Poindexter  to-night. 
Should  the  supplies  be  immediately  forwarded,  the  courier  who  bearg 
this  will  guide  the  supplies  to  us,  or  otherwise  let  them  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Crew’s  house,  and  all  necessary  instructions  will  be  left  to  have  there 
sent  forward. 


Hdqes.  Depaetment  of  Noetheen  Yiegtnia, 

July  5,  [1862] — 9 p.  m. 


Lieut.  Col.  E.  P.  Alexandee, 

Chief  of  Ordnance: 

Colonel:  General  Lee  directs  me  to  say  that  General  Pendleton  ig 
absent,  and  he  [does]  not  know  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Peserve  Artillery; 
he  therefore  desires  that  you  will  go  at  once  and  ascertain  the  conditior 
of  the  Peserve  Artillery^,  and  have  it  all  put  in  condition  to  move  to  Mai) 
vern  Hill  early  to-morrow  morning. 

The  artillery  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move;  everything  ready  foi 
active  service,  but  you  will  not  move  the  artillery  without  further  or 
ders  from  these  headquarters.  You  will  also  see  that  your  ordnance 
train  is  ready^  to  move  at  the  same  time,  if  necessary.  If  the  artillery 
is  ordered  down  the  general  desires  that  y^ou  go  with  it. 

Yours,  &c.. 


A.  P.  MASOIS^, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Depaetment  of  Koetheen  Yieginia, 
Phillips’  DousCj  Fa.,  July  G,  1862. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis, 

Richmond.)  Ya.: 

Mr.  Peesident:  From  the  conflicting  and  exaggerated  reports  ol 
the  movenumts  of  the  enemy"  I conclude  that  he  has  been  re-enforced, 
and  there  are  besides  indications  that  it  may  be  his  purpose  to  make  a 
lodgment  on  the  James  Piver  as  a base  for  further  operations.  Sever 
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large  steamers  were  reported  to  have  come  up  Wednesday,  said  to  be 
of  the  large-size  New  York  Sound  steamers,  crowded  with  soldiers; 
other  steamers  with  troops  are  also  reported  to  have  arrived  at  West- 
over;  many  sail  transports  with  supplies,  some  of  which  eontained 
bales  of  hay  on  their  decks.  Steamers  going  back  are  also  said  to 
ipontain  men,  but  they  appear  to  be  sick,  wounded,  and  demoralized ; 
iio  not  exhibit  themselves  on  the  decks,  &c.  A large  New  York  ferry- 
boat is  also  reported  at  the  Westover  Landing,  where  wharves  have 
jbeen  prepared  by  means  of  their  pontoon  bridges.  This  boat  may  be 
Nothing  more  than  any  other  transport,  but  it  would  ijrove  very  con- 
jrenient  should  he  meditate  a transfer  of  his  troops  to  the  other  side  of 
|the  river.  The  great  obstacle  to  operations  here  is  the  presence  of  the 
I3nemy’s  gunboats,  which  protect  our  approaches  to  him,  and  should  we 
,3ven  force  him  from  his  positions  on  his  land  front,  would  prevent  us 
from  reaping  any  of  the  fruits  of  victory  and  expose  our  men  to  great 
destruction.  These  considerations  induce  the  opinion  that  it  may  be 
jCetter  to  leave  a small,  light  force  with  the  cavalry  here  and  retire  the 
lirmy  near  Eichmond,  where  it  can  be  better  refreshed  and  strengthened, 
and  be  prepared  for  a renewal  of  the  contest,  which  must  take  place  at 
some  quarter  soon.  1 beg  that  you  will  take  every  practicable  means 
ito  re-enforce  our  ranks,  which  are  much  reduced,  and  which  will  require 
:to  be  strengthened  to  their  full  extent  to  be  able  to  compete  with  the  in- 
vigorated force  of  the  enemy.  I inclose  a report  from  Captain  Wingfield, 
stationed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,*  which  corroborates  the  re- 
ports that  I have  received  from  this  side. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) > Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  144.  1 Drewryh  Bluffs  July  0,  18(32. 

I.  The  division  near  Drewry^s  Bluff  will  march  this  morning  with  the 
east  possible  delay  in  the  direction  of  Prince  George  County,  via  Peters- 
Durg,  with  two  days’  rations  in  the  haversacks  of  the  men  and  two  days’ 
nore  in  the  wagons. 

The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march : 1st.  All  the  rifled  guns ; 
kl.  Daniel’s  brigade;  3d.  The  remainder  of  the  field  artillery;  4th. 
Walker’s  brigade. 

II.  The  head  of  the  column  will  move  at  8 o’clock. 
******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Holmes:  . 

I AECHEE  ANDEESON, 

I • Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


i Headquarters,  &c., 

Phillips'’  House j 7a.,  July  7,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W,  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  Ikar,  Richmond.,  Ya. : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  a paragraph  in  the 
jBichmond  Daily  Dispatch  of  this  morning,  the  publication  of  which 
imight  result  most  seriously  to  our  army.  In  the  third  paragraph,  first 
i30lumn,  and  first  page,  it  states  the  forces  at  this  point  to  be  the  divis- 
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ions  of  Generals  Longstreet,  Jackson,  and  A.  P.  Hill.  The  entire  Fed- 
eral Army  is  in  our  immediate  front ; these  papers  reach  the  enemy, 
and  the  great  danger  of  pujplishing  any  movements  of  this  army  ainl 
anything  exhibiting  its  strength  in  whole  or  part  must  be  apparent  to 
all.  I thought  it  was  understood  that  our  papers  were  to  be  silent  on 
all  matters  appertaining  to  the  movements  of  the  army,  and  I beg  that 
you  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  prevent  in  future  the  giving  pub- 
licity in  this  way  to.  our  strength  and  position. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


[Indorsement.] 

July  9,  18G2. 

Send  copies  of  this  letter  to  all  the  papers  in  the  city,  and  express 
the  hope  that  no  steps  may  be  necessary  to  stop  such  publications.  A 
more  rigid  censorship  should  be  established  by  the  papers  themselves, 
or  they  will  do  much  mischief.  It  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the  Depart- 
ment that  this  revolution  may  be  successfully  closed  without  the  sup- 
pression of  one  single  newspaper  in  the  Conferlerate  States,  and  that 
our  experience  may  be  able  to  challenge  comparison  with  our  enemy. 

[G.  W.  R.] 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  — . 1 July  7,  18(>2. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  Ransom,  jr.,  will  rejoin  with  his  brigade  the  com- 1 
mand  of  Mai.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  reporting  without  delay  for  duty  at  I 
Drewry^s  Bluff. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger,  so  soon  as  the  wounded  and  all  public  prop- 
erty have  been  collected  in  his  front,  will  fall  back  to  his  former  camp 
on  the  Williamsburg  road,  and,  collecting  his  property  with  all  dispatch,  ^ 
will  take  position  on  Falling  Greek,  south  side  of  James  River,  marching 
bj"  the  shortest  route,  either  by  the  pontoon  bridge  or  through  Rich- 
mond, as  may  be  most  convenient. 

III.  Division  commanders  are  called  uiion  to  repress  the  spirit  of 
depredation  which  the  commanding  general  has  observed  with  great 
concern  to  prevail  among  our  troops.  All  offenders  must  be  punished, 
and  immediate  commanders  held  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  their 
men.  Where  growing  crops  are  needed  for  forage  the  quantity  will 
be  ascertained,  with  the  value,  and  receipts  given  therefor  by  the  (juar- 
termaster  of  the  troops  camped  in  its  vicinity  requiring  it  for  forage; 
and  being  purchased,  it  will  be  issued  under  direction  of  the  inirchasing 
quartermaster  or  his  agent. 

By  command  of  General  Lee  : 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  — . j July  8,  1802. 

The  commands  of  Major-Generals  Jackson  and  Longstreet  will  leave 
their  present  positions  at  sunset,  placing  previously  some  of  their 
leading  divisions  on  the  different  routes,  as  they  may  deem  best,  and 
proceed  by  easy  marches — Major-General  Jackson  on  the  route  by 
Rocks,  crossing  the  White  Oak  Greek  Bridge,  and  taking  position  on 
the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  north  of  Richmond. 
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Major-General  Longstreet^s  command  will  proceed  by  tlie  roads  by 
Dr.  Poindexter’s  and  Turkey  Creek  Bridge,  and  take  position  on  Cor- 
nelius Creek,  between  tlie  Central  road  and  James  Eiver. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  will  resume  bis  former  position  near  the  Will- 
iamsburg road. 

Major-General  McLaws’  division  will  take  position  north  of  the  York 
River  Railroad  and  between  that  and  the  Rew  Bridge  road,  on  north 
branch  of  Gillis  Creek ; this  latter  division  to  move  to-morrow. 

Each  division  commander  will  use  every  effort  to  reorganize  his 
command,  in  securing  the  return  of  stragglers  and  all  effective  men, 
and  preparing  for  immediate  service. 

Brigadier- General  Stuart  will  dispose  his  cavalry  after  sunset  to 
relieve  the  infantry  pickets  in  front  and  cover  the  withdrawal  of  troops, 
as  above  directed,  retiring  before  daybreak  and  taking  position  to 
secure  his  communication  with  Richmond,  while  his  front  will  keep 
near  to  and  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

By  command  of  General  Lee: 

[R.  H.  CHILTON,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

BaWs  House,  Va.,  July  9,  1862. 

Col.  T.  F.  Goode, 

Commanding  Third  Virginia  Cavalry: 

Colonel  : It  is  desired  by  the  commanding  general  that  you  will 
collect  all  the  citizens  willing  and  able  to  co-operate  with  your  regi- 
ment and  adopt  the  requisite  measures  to  attack,  and,  if  possible,  cap- 
ture this  regiment  reported  to  be  crossing  the  Mattapony.  The  bearer 
of  this  (Mr.  Walker)  will  extend  all  facilities  as  a guide  and  in  collect- 
ing the  citizens  as  may  aid  you  to  the  extent  of  his  ability. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  146.  1 July  9,  1862. 

***#*## 

III.  Division  commanders  will  cause  to  be  immediately  established 
within  their  own  lines  field  hospitals  in  houses  to  be  rented,  if  such 
can  be  conveniently  found  within  their  lines,  otherwise  under  canvas, 
to  which  all  their  sick  will  be  sent,  to  be  attended  by  their  own  medical 
ofiicers.  Medical  officers  are  strictly  prohibited  from  sending  men  off 
from  their  commands  on  sick  certificates,  and  commanding  officers  will 
enforce  this  regulation. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

[R.  H.  CHILTON,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


White  Oak  Bridge, 

July  10,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

General  : Yours  of  this  date  has  been  received.*  I send  you  a copy 
of  the  order  for  falling  back. 


Not  found. 
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There  are  no  infantry  that  I am  aware  of  in  front  of  yon  this  morning. 
If  no  instructions  have  reached  you  I would,  if  in  your  place,  move 
off  to  your  position  near  the  Williamsburg  road. 

I expect  to  leave  here  this  evening  about  3 o’clock. 

Stuart  is  still  in  front.* 

######« 


Eespectfully, 


T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

July  11,  1862. 

General  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

General:  Special  Orders,  Nos.  158  and  159,  issued  from  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  July  10,  announce  six  transfers  of 
privates  in  different  regiments  of  this  army,  two  of  these  being  to  the 
Signal  Corps,  which  is  already  sufficiently  large.  By  the  same  orders 
23  privates  are  detailed  for  duty  in  commissary,  ordnance,  and  medical 
departments,  and  on  special  duty  not  named.  In  accordance  with  the 
Eegulations,  applications  for  details,  furloughs,  and  transfers  should 
pass  through  the  headquarters  of  this  army,  that  I may  pronounce 
upon  their  propriety.  If  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Department,  however, 
to  adopt  a different  rule,  I would  be  glad  to  have  it  so  stated,  that  no 
confusion  may  arise  and  I may  be  relieved  from  the  responsibility  now 
resting  on  me.  I fear  that  both  officers  and  men  are  assigned  to  special 
duty  on  in  dividual  applications,  in  which  the  public  service  is  not 
sufficientl3'  considered.  Efforts  are  constantly  made  to  release  men 
from  the  ranks  where  they  are  most  needed.  Many  will  be  discharged 
on  July  17  by  the  conscript  law,  and  who  could  no  doubt  be  employed 
in  the  different  offices.  I would  recommend  also  that  these  be  em- 
ployed in  the  development  of  the  niter  caves,  instead  of  making  details 
for  this  purpose  from  the  ranks  under  General  Orders,  No.  41,  of  which 
20  have  been  requested  from  this  army.  I hope,  general,  you  will  aid 
me  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  diminution  of  our  ranks  by  these 
various  details. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  with  high  respect, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


[Indorsement.] 

The  details  referred  to  were  necessary,  such  as  bakers,  hospital 
stewards,  &c.,  and  the  difficulty  of  communication  during  recent  oper- 
ations with  the  headquarters  of  the  army  prevented  the  usual  refer- 
ence. Applications  for  signal  officers  and  men  have  been  from  Wil- 
mington [andj  TenneSvSee,  which  the  corps  is  too  small  to  meet.  There 
will  be  no  discharges  on  July  17  (see  General  Orders,  No.  46),  and 
therefore  the  persons  required  cannot  be  obtained  from  that  source. 
The  Department  fully  appreciates  the  impolicy  of  details,  and  has  cut 
off  these  except  in  urgent  cases. 

G.  W.  E. 


Some  persoual  matter  omitted. 
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Eichmond,  Ya.,  July  11,  1862. 

Brigadier- General  Fineoan, 

Tallahassee^  Fla. : 

We  shall  need  a considerable  accession  of  force  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
our  victory.  If  you  can  spare  any  infantry  in  addition  to  the  Eighth 
Regiment  send  them  on  and  we  will  arm  them  here.  Telegraph  in 
reply. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Engineer  Bureau,  July  11,  1862. 

Lewis  E.  Harvie, 

President  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  : 

Sir:  General  Lee  and  the  Secretary  of  War  are  both  exceedingly 
mxious  to  push  rapidly  to  completion  certain  defensive  works  on  or 
lear  the  James  Eiver.  For  this  purpose  hands  were  called  out  in 
Halifax,  Charlotte,  Lunenburg,  Pittsylvania,  and  Campbell  Counties, 
out  have  failed  to  come  in  except  in  small  numbers.  One  difficulty 
net  with  I understand  is  want  ot  transportation  on  your  road.  If  such 
s the  case,  may  I ask  your  attention  to  the  subject  as  one  of  great 
mportance  at  this  particular  moment. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 

Acting  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


jeneral  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  77.  j July  11,  1862. 

I.  No  leaves  of  absence  during  the  near  proximity  of  the  enemy  to 
Richmond  can  be  given  under  any  circumstances  after  this  date.  Those 
ipplying  for  sick  leaves  will  be  taken  upon  the  sick  report,  and  avail 
hemselvcs  of  hospitals  or  accommodations  in  Eichmond  under  medical 
itteiition  until  sufficiently  recovered  for  duty. 

II.  Division  commanders  will  establish  guards  around  their  camps  to 
)revent  straggling,  and  by  regular  roll  calls  during  the  day  determine 
(he  presence  of  the  men,  and  when  absent  adopt  immediate  measures 
’or  their  return  to  their  companies. 

III.  Surg.  T.  H.  Wingfield,  Fifth  Regiment  North  Carolina  Volun- 
eers,  is  assigned  to  duty  as  medical  inspector  of  field  hosi)itals  and 
iainps  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  subject  to  the  instructions  of 
lurg.  L.  Guild,  medical  director. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 

. Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


> Headquarters  Light  Division, 

i July  12,  1862. 

general  R.  E.  Lee, 
r Commanding  Army  : 

I have  the  honor  to  request  that  I may  be  relieved  from  the  com- 
feuaiid  of  Major-General  Longstreet. 

^ Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■ A.  P.  HILL, 

j Major-  General,  Commanding  Light  Division. 

\ 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  July  14,  1862. 

Eespectfully  forwarded. 

If  it  is  convenient  to  exchange  the  troops,  or  to  exchange  the  com- 
manders, I see  no  particular  reason  why  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  should 
not  be  gratified. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  12,  1862. 

General  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

General  : I am  compelled  again  to  call  your  attention  to  details, 
transfers,  &c.,  of  soldiers  in  this  army.  By  Special  Orders,  No.  160, 
from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  six  iirivates  are 
detailed  for  special  duty — two  to  report  to  the  Governor  of  Alabama; 
two  privates  are  transferred  from  this  army  (one  to  forces  in  Georgia,  the 
other  to  the  Southwest),  and  a leave  of  absence  is  granted  to  an  officer  for 
thirty  days.  There  are;  no  doubt,  good  reasons  for  these  details,  but 
unless  the  applications  pass  through  the  headquarters  of  this  army  I 
am  unable  to  judge  of  their  propriety.  I have  been  obliged  to  issue  an 
order  that  no  application  for  furloughs  will  be  considered  except  on  a 
surgeoiPs  certificate  of  disability.  If  this  order  can  be  evaded  by  appli- 
cation to  the  War  Department  dissatisfaction  will  be  created  among 
those  who  have  been  refused.  I know  you  understand  the  condition 
of  the  army,  and  believe  it  is  only  necessary  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  injurious  effects  of  this  course  to  have  it  remedied.  I regard  the 
subject  as  one  of  immediate  imjiortance  to  the  efficiency  of  the  army. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  \ Adjt.  and  Inspector  Generates  Office, 

No.  161.  j Richmond^  Va.^  July  12,  1862. 

***###* 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  Huger,  of  the  Provisional  Army,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  with  the  division  now  under  his  command.  He  is 
assigned  as  inspector  of  artillery  and  ordnance  in  the  Army  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  will  report  to  the  War  Department  for  orders  and 
instructions. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  1 Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  78.  i July  12,  1862. 

It  is  believed  that  the  troops  of  this  army  have  thrown  aside  in  many 
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instances  the  smooth-bore  muskets,  substituting  those  of  longer  range 
captured  from  the  enemy. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  rigid  inspections  to  be  made  of  their 
rppective  commands,  giving  uniform  armament  to  different  organiza- 
tions, in  order  that  confusion  and  possible  disaster  in  supplying  ammu- 
nition may  be  avoided,  and  report  the  armament  of  each,  to  enable  the 
Ordnance  Department  to  supply  the  proper  ammunition. 

By  command  of  General  Lee ; 

E.  H.  CeiLTOiT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  13,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina^  <&c.: 

General:  Your  letter*  of  the  12th  instant  has  been  received.  I 
take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  gratification  at  the  skillful  and  bold 
conduct  of  Colonel  Cooke.  Should  you  think  his  continuance  on  his 
present  service  advantageous  he  can  remain  or  be  withdrawn,  accord- 
ing to  your  judgment.  The  information  with  reference  to  the  move- 
ments of  General  Burnside  I consider  highly  probable.  If  confirmed, 
the  troops  at  Goldsborough  and  other  points  within  the  State,  save 
to  prevent  expeditions,  will  be  unnecessary;  nor  need  there  be  men 
more  than  sufficient  to  garrison  the  batteries  on  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  to 
prevent  the  ascent  of  the  enemy^s  vessels.  I would  therefore  recom- 
mend that  you  concentrate  all  the  rest  of  the  force  between  the  Appo- 
mattox and  Drewry’s  Bluff*,  disposing  them  in  the  best  position  to  pro- 
tect the  approaches  to  the  battery  at  the  latter  point,  and  to  cover  that 
section  of  the  country  as  far  as  possible  from  the  minds  of  the  enemy. 
I directed  Major  Meade,  of  the  Engineers,  some  days  since,  to  commence 
a system  of  land  defense  from  Dre wry’s  Bluff,  encircling  the  approaches 
to  Manchester.  Should  the  health  of  Major  Stevens,  whose  attention 
had  been  previously  [directed]  to  the  same  object,  have  prevented  him 
from  entering  upon  this  duty,  I desire  this  work  pushed  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch. 

In  bringing  on  the  troops  from  your  department  it  is  desirable  that 
arrangements  be  made  so  as  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  the 
transportation  of  the  troops  supposed  now  on  their  way  from  the  De- 
partment of  South  Carolina. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Eichmond,  July  13,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  French, 

Or  Officer  in  Command  at  Wilmington^  N.  C. : 

Say  to  General  Magruder,  who  will  probably  pass  through  Wilming- 
ton this  evening,  that  circumstances  render  it  necessary  for  him  to  re- 
turn directly  to  this  place.  Telegraph  after  train  has  arrived  whether 
message  has  been  delivered  to  General  Magruder.  If  he  has  left  Wil- 
mington, try  to  send  this  message  to  intercept  him,  and  telegraph  result. 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 

* Not  found. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  151.  j July  14,  1862. 

**###*# 

III.  Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger  having  been  relieved  from  duty  with  this 
army  by  paragraph  II,  Special  Orders,  No.  161,  of  July,  1862,  to  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  inspector  of  artillery  and  ordnance  in  the  Army  of 
the  Confederate  States,  Maj.  Gen.  li.  H.  Anderson,  Provisional  Army 
of  the  Confederate  States,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  his  division. 
#****## 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 


Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

Richmond^  Fu.,  July  15,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Pemberton, 

Commanding,  c&c..  Charleston^  S.  C.: 

General  : It  is  deemed  necessary  for  ultimate  operations  in  this 
quarter,  which  are  daily  becoming  more  and  more  important,  that  the 
army  for  the  defense  of  Bichmond  should  be  speedily  re-enforced.  The 
President  therefore  desires  that  you  hasten  forward  such  regiments 
and  brigades  of  your  command  as  you  may  be  enabled  to  spare.  In 
consideration  of  the  present  season,  when  sickness  most  prevails  on 
the  Southern  coast,  and  when  the  enemy  would  be  least  likely  to  carry 
on  active  operations  in  that  quarter,  the  President,  after  due  reflection, 
has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  you  might  safely  dispense  with  at 
least  more  than  one-half  of  your  effective  force.  In  sending  forward 
this  force  he  desires  that  you  will  place  it  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier-Generals  Drayton  and  Evans,  and  retain  for  the  command  of 
the  troops  on  James  Island  and  the  coast  of  South  Carolina  generally 
Brigadier-Generals  Gist  and  Hagood,  at  such  positions  as  your  judgment 
may  indicate. 

I desire  to  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  this  movement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  ■ 

July  15,  1862.  ' 

Col.  Thomas  S.  Ehett, 

Commanding  Richmond  Defenses: 

Colonel:  With  regard  to  the  Blakely  and  siege  guns  required  at 
Wilmington  and  Charleston,  the  general  commanding  thinks  they  are  i 
not  required — certainly  not  at  Wilmington  and  probably  not  at  Charles-  ■ 
ton,  but  their  services  are  deemed  more  essential  here  than  elsewhere 
at  present,  and  unless  urgent  necessity  should  be  shown  to  exist  at  ? 
Charleston  they  will  be  retained  herej  and  with  regard  to  the  guns  in 
possession  of  Tredegar  Battalion,  the  matter  was  referred  by  the  gen-  i 
eral  to  Colonel  Gorgas  for  his  consideration  and  action.  The  general  ^ 
deems  it  unnecessary  for  you  to  continue  the  picketing  and  authorizes 
their  withdrawal.  General  Pendleton  has  been  advised  upon  the  sub-  ' 
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ject  of  light  artillery  camps  and  injury  to  crops,  with  a view  to  correct- 
ing evils  complained  of  in  your  letter,  and  Major  Cole,  inspector  of 
transportation,  has  been  directed  to  look  to  the  trains  and  their  proper 
location.  I believe  1 have  covered  the  different  points  of  your  letter. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 


Assistant  A dj utant-  Genera  J. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  15,  1862, 

Brig.  Gen.  Paul  J.  Semmes, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

General:  Your  letter*  of  this  date  has  been  received,  and  the  com- 
manding general  directs  me  to  say  that  the  subject  of  the  numerous 
desertions  and  stragglings  from  the  army  has  been  the  source  of  grave 
consideration.  He  can  see  no  means  [of]  correcting  the  evil  unless 
the  immediate  commanders  of  regiments  and  brigades  display  proper* 
energy  in  keeping  their  commands  together.  Orders  can  be  of  no  avail 
unless  those  who  are  intrusted  with  their  execution  see  them  faithfully 
enforced.  Examples  should  be  made  of  the  delinquents,  but  they  can 
only  be  reached  through  their  immediate  commanders.  In  regard  to 
your  particular  brigade,  Major-General  McLaws  says  the  origiual  bri- 
gade was  turned  over  to  General  Semmes,  numbering  about  2,416  aggre- 
gate present  and  529  absent.  Since  then  he  has  received  Thirty-second 
Virginia  Eegiment,  absentees  from  which  are  216;  total  number  of  ab- 
sentees 905.  General  Semmes  states  that  he  now  has  1,600  absent.  He 
is  therefore  responsible  for  about  700  absentees.  General  Winder  has 
received  orders  to  arrest  all  deserters  and  absentees  without  authority 
from  the  army,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  reported  to  the  commands  to 
which  they  belong.  It  is  the  duty  of  their  immediate  commanding 
officers  to  hold  them  to  a strict  account  for  their  delinquencies. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Seeretary. 


July  15,  1862. 

Gen.  S.  G.  French: 

Come  to  Petersburg  immediately  and  assume  command  of  the  de- 
partment. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES. 


Headquarters, 
Falling  Creehj  Fu.,  July  16,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : As  there  is  a very  general  impression  among  the  people  that  1 
deserted  Norfolk,  and  gentlemen  who  have  traveled  in  the  cars  mention 
that  they  hear  me  thus  si)oken  of  continually,  it  seems  to  me,  as 
nobody  else  will  arrest  the  error,  it  is  due  to  me  that  I should  be 
allowed  to  publish  the  orders  under  which  I acted. 


Not  found. 
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I request  your  permission  to  publish : 1st,  General  Johnston’s  order 
to  me  of  May  1 ; 2d,  your  modification  of  that  order.  May  3 ; 3d,  my 
reply  to  General  Johnston,  May  2 ; and,  4th,  my  letter  to  General  Lee, 
May  3. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGEE, 

Major- General. 


Charleston,  S.  G.,  July  17,  1862. 

Brigadier- General  Evans, 

Adams  Bun,  S.  G. : 

You  will  proceed  at  once  to  Eichmond,  Ya.,  in  command  of  Means’ 
regiment,  Seventeenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Holcombe  Legion, 
Benbow’s  Twenty  third  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Gad- 
berry’s  Eighteenth  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Leake’s  Vir- . 
.^inia  battery,  Boyce’s  South  Carolina  battery.  A portion  of  your 
troops  will  move  via  Charlotte,  K.  C. 

J.  C.  PEMBEETOhT,  . 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  July  17,  1862. 

Brigadier- General  Drayton,  i 

Hardeeville,  8.  C. : 

You  will  proceed  at  once  to  Eichmond,  Va.,  in  command  of  Phillips’ 1 
-Legion;  Slaughter’s  Fifty-first  Georgia  Eegiment,  from  Charleston; 
Manning’s  Fiftieth  Georgia  Eegiment,  from  Savannah;  De  Saussure’sl 
Fifteenth  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  from  Charleston; 
Hames’  Third  Battalion  South  Carolina  Infantry,  from  Summerville.) 
Phillips’  Legion  and  Manning’s  regiment  will  go  by  Augusta. 

J.  C.  PEMBEETOISr, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  18,  1862.  . 

Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

General:  In  reply  to  your  letter*  of  the  11th  instant  I have  thej 
honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  authorized  me  to 
•comply  with  the  request  of  Colonel  Jenkins,  as  to  retaining  the  regi-  , 
mental  standard  of  the  Sixteenth  Michigan  Eegiment  for  presentation 
to  the  Governor  of  his  State.  You  will  please  communicate  this  in- 
formation to  Colonel  Jenkins,  who  is  authorized  to  receive  the  colors 
for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Not  found. 
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j Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  19,  1862.. 

Capt.  A.  L.  Rives,  Acting  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau : 

I Captain  : The  point  you  state  you  have  selected  seems  to  be  favor- 
I able,  provided  the  approaches  to  it  are  not  too  difficult.  Of  this  you 
1 can  judge  better  than  myself.  If  examination  of  the  approaches  proves- 
the  ground  favorable  the  bridge  should  be  constructed  immediately.. 
! I am  pleased  to  learn  that  you  are  progressing  in  the  arrangement  fox* 
the  bridge  at  Belle  Isle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

Generals 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  July  20,  1862. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Richmond,  Va,  : 

The  receipt  of  your  letter  July  15  was  acknowledged  on  17th  by 
telegraph. 

On  the  18th  De  Saussure’s  and  Gadberry^s  regiments  left  here. 

On  the  19th  Slaughter’s  and  Benbow’s  [regiments]  and  Boyce’s  field 
battery. 

On  the  20th  Means’  regiment,  James’  battalion,  and  Leake’s  battery 
will  leave  here. 

On  the  20th,  probably,  Philbps’  Legion  and  Manning’s  regiment,  viaj. 
Savannah  and  Branchville. 

On  the  21st,  probably,  Holcombe  Legion  from  here. 

Major  Hampton’s  four  companies  of  cavalry  as  soon  as  their  places 
can  be  supplied  on  James  Island.  The  troops  are  pushed  on  as  fast  as 
transportation  can  be  forwarded.  I have  ordered  no  others. 

J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  commanded  by  General  B,  IL 

Lee,  July  20,  1862. 
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Note  on  original  return. 


Aggregate  present  July  20  (exclusive  of  Department  of  North  Carolina) 78, 892 

Aggregate  present  July  10  (exclusive  of  Department  of  North  Carolina) 65, 41S* 

Increase 13, 
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Engineer  Bureau, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  July  21,  1862. 

Col.  Thomas  S.  Rhett, 

In  charge  of  Ordnance  Bureau : 

Colonel  : The  number  of  heavy  guns  required  for  the  defense  at 
Warwick  Bar  will  be  in  the  course  of  three  weeks  six,  minimum  four  j 
six  heavy  siege  guns  will  be  required  for  the  Appomattox.  As  they 
are  to  contend  with  vessels,  it  is  thought  rifled  guns  would  be  decidedly 
preferable. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 

Acting  Chief  &c. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  of  Division, 

No.  — . > July  21,  1862. 

In  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the  under-  ' 
signed  relinquishes  his  present  command  to  enter  upon  a new  field  of  i 
duty.*  It  is  with  unfeigned  pain  and  reluctance  he  leaves  a division  ' 
which  in  the  last  two  mouths  has  poured  out  more  blood  in  the  sacred 
cause  of  the  South  than  any  division  of  the  Army ; which  alone  and  i 
unsupported  drove  the  enemy  from  his  abatis,  fortifications,  and  rifle 
pits  at  Seven  Pines,  capturing  eight  guns,  the  camp  and  stores  of  the 
enemy,  and  which  at  Mechanics ville.  Cold  Harbor,  White  Oak  River, 
and  Malvern  Hill  exhibited  all  those  high  and  heroic  qualities  for  which 
the  Southern  soldier  is  so  remarkable. 

The  division,  too,  has  been  endeared  to  its  commander  by  its  uniform  j 
good  conduct  in  the  camp  as  well  as  in  the  field.  The  troops  have  ever  \ 
shown  by  their  quiet  and  conservative  character,  their  orderly  behavior,  j 
and  prompt  obedience  that  they  did  not  believe  whisky,  bluster,  and 
profanity  and  rowdyism  to  be  necessary  adjuncts  to  the  soldier. 

May  you  ever  maintain  your  present  proud  i)osition.  May  you  ever 
rebuke  with  proper  scorn  the  wretches  who  desert  your  colors  in  battle  ' 
or  straggle  from  your  ranks  on  the  march  or  in  camp.  May  your  future 
deeds  be  such  that  when  your  name  is  mentioned  it  may  send  a thrill 
of  joy  through  the  heart  of  him  who  once  had  the  honor  of  command- ; 
Ing  you. 

By  order  of  D.  H.  Hill,  major-general : 

J.  W.  TAYLOE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters,  July  23,  1862. 

General  James  Longstreet, 

Commanding  J &c.  : 

General  : Your  notet  of  this  morning  is  received.  If  you  can  find 
suitable  positions  you  can  locate  a brigade  on  the  Darbytown  and  River 
roads  and  give  them  the  necessary  directions.  They  will  serve,  in  addi. 
tion  to  what  was  proposed,  to  prevent  alarms  and  thus  prevent  annoy. 


*To  relieve  Maj.  Gen.  Tbeopliilus  H.  Holmes.  See  Series  I,  Vol.  IX,  p.  476. 
t Not  found. 
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ance  to  the  troops.  I have  directed  General  Wise’s  brigade  to  be 
attached  to  your  command.  He  is  in  your  front,  and  I desire  you  to 
take  charge  of  the  operations  of  that  wing  of  the  army. 

General  McClellan’s  demonstrations  may  be  to  deceive,  test  our 
; strength,  or  preparatory  to  real  movements.  He  will  require  to  be 
watched  and  restrained.  I have  directed  General  D.  H.  Hill  from  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  to  endeavor,  by  movable  batteries,  sharp- 
i shooters,  &c.,  to  annoy  and  arrest,  if  possible,  the  transport  of  his 
! supplies. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  hi.  Xihihi, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Iisorthern  Virginia, 

July  23,  1862. 

Major-General  Longstreet, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : Your  note*  of  this  date  has  been  received,  and  in  reply 
the  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that,  as  you  have  examined 
the  positions  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Market,  you  are  desired  to 
select  the  position  that  you  deem  best,  and  to  send  such  troops  to  occupy 
it  as  you  may  think  necessary  to  hold  it.  You  are  desired  to  make  all 
the  necessary  arrangements. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  160.  j July  23,  1862. 

j I.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise’s  brigade  is  hereby  detached  from  Maj. 
! Gen.  D.  H.  Hill’s  division  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
I J.  Longstreet,  to  whom  he  will  report. 

i ***##*  * 

By  command  of  General  Lee: 

[E.  H.  CHILTON,] 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


I Headquarters, 

I Near  Richmond^  Fa-.,  July  23,  1862. 

I Maj.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring, 

I Commanding  Department  of  Southwest  Virginia  : 

General  : Your  letter*  of  July  12  to  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been 
referred  to  General  Lee,  who  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  very  desirous 
that  you  should  be  so  re-enforced  as  to  enable  you  to  make  a forward 
movement,  particularly  at  this  moment,  as  the  enemy  seems  to  be  tot- 
tering in  his  various  positions ; but  he  exceedingly  regrets  his  entire 


Not  found. 
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inability  to  send  you  any  re- enforcements  at  present.  The  demand  for 
troops  here  and  at  other  points  has  been  so  great,  and  the  new  levies 
come  in  so  slowly,  that  there  is  not  an  available  man  to  send  any- 
where. 

The  general  is  fully  satisfied  that  you  will  make  the  best  possible  use 
of  the  troops  that  you  have  at  your  disposal. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Organization  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  July  23,  1862.* 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson’s  Command. 

GENERAL  T.  J.  JACKSON’S  OWN  DIVISION. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  S.  Winder. 

2d  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Lawson  Botts. 
4th  Virginia,  Col.  C.  A.  Ronald. 

5th  Virginia,  Col.  W.  S.  H.  Baylor. 

27th  Virginia,  Col.  A.  J.  Grigsby. 

33d  Virginia,  Col.  John  F.  Neff. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Jones. 

2l8t  Virginia,  Col.  J.  M.  Patton. 

42d  Virginia,  Col.  J.  S.  Burks. 

48th  Virginia,  Col.  John  A.  Campbell, 
let  Virginia  Battalion,  Maj.  John  Sed- 
don. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Taliaferro. 

47th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  M.  Oliver. 

48th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  L.  Sheffield. 

10th  Virginia,  Col.  E.  T.  H.  Warren. 
23d  Virginia,  Col.  Alex.  G.  Taliaferro. 
37th  Virginia,  Maj.  T.  V.  Williams. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton. 

13th  Georgia,  Col.  M.  Douglass. 

26th  Georgia,  Col.  E.  N.  Atkinson. 

31st  Georgia,  Col.  C.  A.  Evans. 

3Hth  Georgia,  Capt.  W.  H.  Battey. 

60th  Georgia,  Col.  W.  H.  Stiles,  er. 

61st  Georgia,  Col.  John  H.  Lamar. 


MAJ.  GEN.  R.  8.  EWELL’S  DIVISION. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

Eighth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Early. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Taylor. 

12th  Georgia,  Col.  Z.  T.  Conner. 

13th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  A.  Walker. 

25th  Virginia,  Col.  G.  H.  Smith. 

31st  Virginia,  Col.  John  S.  Hoffman. 

44th  Virginia,  Col.  W.  C.  Scott. 

52d  Virginia,  Col.  M.  G.  Harman. 

58th  Virginia,  Col.  S.  H.  Letcher. 

6th  Louisiana,  Col.  H.  B.  Strong. 

7th  Louisiana,  Col.  Harry  T.  Hays. 

8th  Louisiana,  Col.  Henry  B.  Kelly. 

9th  Louisiana,  Col.  L.  A.  Stafford. 

1st  Louisiana  Special  Battalion,  Capt. 
Robert  A.  Harris. 

1 

Seventh  Brigade. 

Maryland  Line. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  R.  Trimble. 

1st  Maryland,  Col.  B.  T.  Johnson. 

15th  Alabama,  Col.  James  Cautey. 

21st  Georgia,  Col.  J.  T.  Mercer. 

2l8t  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  W.  Kirkland. 

*July  12,  Parker’s  battery  assigned  to  McLaws’  division.  July  14,  Andrews’ 
(R.  Snowden),  Balthis’,  Brown’s  (Maryland),  and  Johnson’s  (J.  R.)  batteries  assigned 
to  Jackson’s  command. 
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Maj.  Gen.  James  LongstreePs  Command. 

MAJ.  GEN.  JAMES  LONGSTREEPs  DIVISION. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  L.  Kemper. 

Ist  Virginia,  Col.  L.  B.  Williams. 

7tli  Virginia,  Col.  W.  T.  Patton, 
i 11th  Virginia,  Col.  D.  Funsten. 

17th  Virginia,  Col.  M.  D.  Corse, 
j 24th  Virginia,  Col.  P.  Hairston. 

! Loudoun  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  A.  L. 
Rogers. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jenkins. 

2d  South  Carolina  Rifles,  Col.  J.  V.  Moore. 
5th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Jackson. 
! 6th  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  Bratton. 
Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  Col.  Jos.  Walker. 
Mattison’s  (South  Carolina)  battalion, 
Maj.  C.  S.  Mattison. 

Fauquier  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Captain 
R.  H.  Stribling. 

I Third  Brigade. 

I 

I Brig.  Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett. 

8th  Virginia,  Col.  Eppa  Hunton. 

; 18th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  E.  Withers. 

I 19th  Virginia,  Col.  John  B.  Strange. 

I 28th  Virginia,  Col.  Robert  C.  Allen. 

56th  Virginia,  Col.  W.  D.  Stuart. 
Lynchburg  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt. 
James  Dearing. 

MAJ.  GEN.  A.  P. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  W.  Field. 

40th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  M.  Brockenbrough. 
47th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  M.  Mayo. 

; 55th  Virginia,  Col.  F.  Mallory. 

60th  Virginia,  Col.  W.  E.  Starke. 

2d  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery,  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  C.  Johnson. 

Middlesex  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  W. 
C.  Fleet. 

Purcell  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  W.  J. 
Pegram. 

; Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  Gregg. 

1st  South  Carolina,  Col.  D.  H.  Hamilton. 
12th  South  Carolina,  Col.  D.  Barnes. 

13th  South  Carolina,  Col.  O.  E.  Edwards. 
14th  South  Carolina,  Col.  S.  McGowan. 

Ist  South  Caroliria  Rifles,  Col.  J.  F.  Mar- 
shall. 

Letcher  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  G. 
Davidson. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  M.  Wilcox. 

8th  Alabama,  Col.  Y.  L.  Royston. 

9th  Alabama,  Col.  Samuel  Henry. 

10th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  J.  Woodward. 

11th  Alabama,  Col.  S.  Moore. 

Fifth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  A.  Pryor. 

14th  Alabama,  Col.  T.  J.  Judge. 

2d  Florida,  Col.  E.  A.  Perry. 

14th  Louisiana,  Col.  R.  W.  Jones. 
Louisiana  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  Cop- 
pens. 

3d  Virginia,  Col.  Joseph  Mayo,  jr. 

Sixth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Featherston. 

12th  Mississippi,  Col.  W.  H.  Taylor. 

16th  Mississippi,  Col.  Carnot  Posey. 

19th  Mississippi,  Col.  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar. 

2d  Mississippi  Battalion,  Major  Wilson. 

Artillery  Brigade. 

Battalion  Washington  Artillery  (Louis- 
iana), Col.  J.  B.  Walton. 

Dixie  Artillery  (Virginia),  Capt.  W.  H„ 
Chapman. 


HILL^S  DIVISION. 

Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Anderson. 

14th  Georgia,  Col.  R.  W.  Folsom. 

35th  Georgia,  Col.  E.  L.  Thomas. 

45th  Georgia,  Col.  T.  Hardeman. 

49th  Georgia,  Col.  A.  J.  Lane. 

3d  Louisiana  Battalion,  Col.  Edmund 
Pendleton. 

William  G.  Crenshaw’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Pee  Dee  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt. 
D.  G.  McIntosh. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch. 

7th  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Forbes  [?]► 
18th  North  Carolina,  Col.  R.  H.  Cowan. 
28th  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  H.  Lane. 

33d  North  Carolina,  Col.  R.  F.  Hoke. 

37th  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  M.  Barbour. 
Branch  (North  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt. 
A.  C.  Latham. 

Marmaduke  Johnson’s  (Virginia)  battery* 
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Fifth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Archer. 

5th  Alabama  Battalion,  Capt.  Van  de 
Graafif. 

19th  Georgia,  Col.  W.  W.  Boyd. 

Ist  Tennessee,  Col.  P.  Turney. 

7th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  F.  Goodner. 
14th  Tennessee,  Col.  W.  A.  Forbes. 
Fredericksburg  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt. 
C.  M.  Braxton. 


Sixth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  D.  Pender. 

16th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  S. 
McElroy. 

22d  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  H. 
Gray. 

34th  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Eli  H.  Miller. 
38th  North  Carolina,  Maj.  L.  D.  Andrews. 
German  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt. 
W.  K.  Bachman. 


BRIG.  GEN.  D.  R.  JONES’  DIVISION. 


Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Toombs. 

2d  Georgia,  Col.  E.  M.  Butt. 

15th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  T.  Millican. 
17th  Georgia,  Col.  H.  L.  Benning. 

20th  Georgia,  Col.  J.  B.  Cumming. 
Madison  (Louisiana)  Artillery,  Capt.  G. 
V.  Moody. 


Brigade. 

Col.  G.  T.  Anderson. 

1st  Georgia  (Regulars),  Col.  W.  J.  Magill. 
7th  Georgia,  Col.  W.  T.  Wilson. 

8th  Georgia,  Col.  L.  M.  Lamar. 

9th  Georgia,  Col.  R.  A.  Turnipseed. 

11th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Luffman. 
Brown’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Hart’s  (South  Carolina)  battery. 


MAJ.  gen.  D.  H.  hill’s  DIVISION. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  E.  Rodes. 

3d  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Battle. 
5th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  M.  Hall. 

6th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  B.  Gordon. 

12th  Alabama,  Col.  B.  B.  Gayle. 

26th  Alabama,  Col.  E.  A.  O’Neal. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  A.  H.  Colquitt. 

13th  Alabama,  Col.  B.  D.  Fry. 

6th  Georgia,  Col.  A.  H.  Colquitt. 

23d  Georgia,  Col.  William  P.  Barclay. 
27th  Georgia,  Col.  Levi  B.  Smith. 

.28th  Georgia,  Col.  T.  J.  Wartheu. 

Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Garland,  Jr. 

5th  North  Carolina,  Col.  D.  K.  McRae. 
12th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  O, 
Wade. 

13th  North  Carolina,  Col.  A.  M.  Scales. 
20th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Alfred  Iverson. 
23d  North  Carolina,  Col.  D.  H.  Christie. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  B.  Anderson. 

2d  North  Carolina,  Col.  C.  C.  Tew. 

4th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  Grimes. 
14th  North  Carolina,  Col.  P.  W.  Roberts. 
30th  North  Carolina,  Col.  F.  M.  Parker. 


Fifth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ripley. 

4th  Georgia,  Col.  George  Doles. 

48th  Georgia,  Col.  William  Gibson. 

1st  North  Carolina,  Col.  M.  S.  Stokes. 
3d  North  Carolina,  Col.  G.  Meares. 


Sixth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise. 

4th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  J.  T* 
Goode.* 

20th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  N.  Tyler. 

26th  Virginia,  Col.  P.  R.  Page.* 

46th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  T.  W.  Duke.* 

59th  Virginia,  Col.  C.  F.  Henningsen. 


Artillery. 

J.  W.  Bondurant’s  (Alabama)  battery  (6  pieces). 
Thomas  H.  Carter’s  (Virginia)  battery  (5  pieces). 
P.  H.  Clark’s  (Virginia)  battery  (4  pieces). 

R.  A.  Hardaway’s  (Alabama)  battery  (5  pieces). 
William  Nelson’s  (Virginia)  battery  (6  pieces). 
Jefferson  Peyton’s  (Virginia)  battery  (4  pieces). 
Rhett’s  (South  Carolina)  battery  (4  pieces). 


These  are  the  only  complete  regiments.  (Note  on  original.) 
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First  Brigade. 

\ Brig.  Geu.  William  Mahone. 

i|  6th  Virginia,  Col.  G.  T.  Rogers. 

12th  Virginia,  Col.D.  A.  Weisiger. 

' 16th  Virginia,  Col.  H.  T.  Parrish, 
i 41st  Virginia,  Col.  J.  R.  Chambliss,  jr. 

■j  49fch  Virginia,  Col.  William  Smith. 

' Second  Brigade. 

j Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Wright. 

44th  Alabama,  Col.  James  Kent. 

3(1  Georgia, . 

22d  Georgia,  Col.  R.  H.  Jones. 

44th  Georgia,  Col.  R.  A.  Smith. 

1st  Louisiana,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  R.  Shivers. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  A.  Armistkad. 

9th  Virginia,  Col.  D.  J.  Godwin. 

14th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  G.  Hodges. 

38th  Virginia,  Col.  E.  C.  Edmonds. 

53d  Virginia,  Col.  H.  B.  Tomlin. 

57th  Virginia,  Col.  E.  F.  Keen. 

5th  Battalion,  Maj.  W.  R.  Foster. 

Artillery  Brigade. 

C.  E.  Girardey’s  (Louisiana)  bat’y  (6  pcs). 
C.  F.  Grimes’ (Virginia)  battery  (6  piecesl. 
Frank  Hugeris  (Virginia)  bat’y  (4  pieces). 
M.  N.  Moorman’s  battery  (6  pieces). 

E.  F.  Moseley’s  (Virginia)  bat’y  (4  pieces.) 
W.  H.  Turner’s  (Virginia)  bat’y  (4 pieces.) 


MAJ.  GEN.  L.  M’LAWS’  DIVISION. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  P.  J.  Semmes. 

10th  Georgia,  Col.  Alfred  Gumming. 

53d  Georgia,  Col.  L.  T.  Doyal. 

.5th  Louisiana,  Col.  T.  G.  Hunt. 
lOth  Louisiaua,  Maj.  William  H.  Spencer. 
15th  Virgiuia,  Col.  T.  P.  August. 

.32d  Virgiuia,  Col.  E.  B.  Montague. 

B.  C.  Manly’s  (Norlh  Carolina)  battery. 

[ Second  Brigade. 

I Brig,  Geu.  Howell  Cobb. 

i 16th  Georgia,  Col.  Goode  Bryau. 

24th  Georgia,  Col.  Robert  McMillan. 

Cobb  Georgia  Legion,  Col.  T.  R.  R.  Cobb. 
2d  Louisiana,  Col.  J.  M.  Williams. 

15th  North  Carolina,  Col.  H.  A.  Dowd. 

H.  H.  Carlton’s  (Georgia)  battery. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Barksdale. 

13th  Mississippi,  Col.  William  Barksdale. 
17th  Mississippi,  Col.  W.  D.  Holder. 

18th  Mississippi,  Col.  T.  M.  Grifilin. 

21st  Mississippi,  Col.  B.  G.  Humphreys. 
E.  S.  McCarthy’s  (Virginia)  battery. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Kershaw. 

2d  South  Carolina,  Col.  J.  D.  Kennedy. 

3d  South  Carolina,  Col.  J.  D.  Nance. 

7th  South  Carolina,  Col.  D.  W.  Aiken. 

8th  South  Carolina,  Col.  J.  W.  Henagan. 
Alexandria  (Virginia)Artillery,  Capt.  Del. 
Kemper. 


Maj.  Gen.  D.  H. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Martin. 

17th  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  F.  Martin. 
44th  North  Carolina,  Col.  T.  C.  Singeltary. 
47th  North  Carolina,  Col.  S.  H.  Rogers. 

52d  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  K.  Marshall. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Ransom,  Jr. 

24th  North  Carolina,  Col  W.  J.  Clarke. 
25th  North  Carolina,  Col.  H.  M.  Rutledge. 
26th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Z.  B.  Vance. 

35th  North  Carolina,  Co).  M.  W.  Ransom. 
49th  North  Carolina,  Col.  S.  D.  Ramseur. 
Burrough’s  Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry. 
North  Carolina  Cavalry  (2  companies). 
Joseph  Graham’s  (N.  Carolina)  battery. 
’’That  portion  of  it  in  North  Carolina  es 


Hill’s  Command.” 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Junius  Daniel. 

32d  North  Carolina,  Col.  E.  C.  Brabble. 
43d  North  Carolina,  Col.  T.  S.  Kenan. 
45th  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  Daniel. 

50th  North  Carolina,  Col.  M.  D.  Craton. 
53d  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  A.  Owens. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker. 

3d  Arkansas,  Col.  Van  H.  Manning. 

2d  Georgia  Battalion,  Maj.  George  W. 
Ross. 

27th  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  R.  Cooke. 
46th  North  Carolina,  Col.  E.  D.  Hall. 
48th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Robert  C.  Hill 
30th  Virgiuia,  Col.  A.  T.  HaiTison. 
luded.  (See  also  D.  H.  Hill’s  division.) 
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Unattached  Troops. 

61st  Virginia  Infantry,  Col.  S.M.  Wilson. 
13tli  Virginia  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C. 
Phillips. 


BRIG.  GEN.  W.  H.  C. 
Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting. 

4tli  Alabama,  Col.  E.  M.  Law. 

2d  Mississippi,  Colonel  J.  M.  Stone. 

11th  Mississippi,  Col.  P.  F.  Liddell. 

6th  North  Carolina,  Col.  I.  E.  Avery. 
James  Reilly’s  (North  Carolina)  battery. 


Light  Artillery. 

J.  R.  Branch’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

J.  C.  Coit’s  (South  Carolina)  battery. 

W.  H.  French’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

E.  Graham’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

C.  R.  Grandy’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Lloyd’s  (North  Carolina)  battery. 

Ruffin’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

miTING’S  division. 

Texas  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Hood. 

18th  Georgia,  Col.  W.  T.  Wofford. 
Hampton  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  W.  Gary. 
Ist  Texas,  Col.  A.  T.  Rainey. 

4th  Texas,  Col.  J.  C.  G.  Key. 

5th  Texas,  Col.  J.  B.  Robertson. 

W.  L.  Balthis’  (Virginia)  battery. 


Cavalry. 


Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  commanding. 


1st  Virginia,  Col.  Fitzbugh  Lee. 

3d  Virginia,  Col.  Thomas  F.  Goode. 

4th  Virginia,  Col.  S.  D.  Lee,  col.  of  art’y. 
5th  Virginia,  Col.  T.  L.  Rosser. 

9th  Virginia,  Col.  W.  H.  F.  Lee. 

10th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  L.  Davis. 

Cobb  Georgia  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  P.  M. 
B.  Young. 


Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  T. 
Martin. 

Hampton  Legion,  Maj.  M.  C.  Butler.’’ 

1st  North  Carolina,  Col.  L.  S.  Baker. 
Critcher’s  (Virginia)  Battalion,  Maj.  J. 
Critcher. 

Stuart  Horse  Artillery,  Capt.  John  Pel- 
ham. 


Reserve  Artillery. 


Brig.  Gen.  W.  N.  Pendleton  commanding. 


First  Virginia  Light  Artillery. 

Col.  J.  T.  Brown. 

Capt.  J.  A.  Coke’s  company. 

Capt.  Willis  J.  Dance’s  company. 
Capt.  A.  Hupp’s  company. 

Capt.  M.  C.  Macon’s  company. 
Capt.  L.  W.  Richardson’s  company. 
Capt.  W.  B.  Ritter’s  company. 
Captain  B.  H.  Smith’s  company. 
Capt.  D.'  Watson’s  company. 

Capt.  J.  W.  Wyatt’s  company. 
Capt.  E.  R.  Young’s  company. 


First  Battalion  Georgia  Beserve  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.  Cutts. 

Capt.  J.  A.  Blackshear’s  company. 

Capt.  C.  P.  Crawford’s  company. 

Capt.  J.  Lane’s  company. 

Capt.  J.  V.  Price’s  company. 

Capt.  H.  M.  Ross’  company. 


Second  Battalion  Reserve  Artillery. 

Maj.  Charles  Richardson. 

Capt.  J.  J.  Ancell’s  company. 

Capt.  John  Milledge’s  (jr.)  company. 
Capt.  Pichegru  Woolfolk’s  company. 

Third  Battalion  Reserve  Artillery. 

Maj.  William  Nelson. 

Capt.  James  McD.  Carrington’s  company. 
Capt.  C.  T.  Huckstep’s  company. 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Kirkpatrick’s  company. 
Capt.  R.  C.  M.  Page’s  company. 

Fourth  Battalion  Reserve  Artillery.^ 

Maj.  H.  P.  Jones. 

Capt.  P.  H.  Clark’s  company. 

Capt.  Jefferson  Peyton’s  company. 

Capt.  A.  B.  Rhett’s  company. 

Captain  Turner’s  company. 

(Note  on  original.) 


* Hampton  Cavalry  Legion  is  serving  with  Jeff.  Davis  Legion, 
t These  batteries  elsewhere  reported. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 

July  24,  1862. ' 

Senior  Officer  with  Gavaery, 

Between  James  and  ChicJcahominy  Rivers  : 

Sir  : The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  take  charge  of 
all  the  cavalry  between  James  Eiver,  near  Malvern  Hill,  and  Savage 
Station,  establishing  a uniform  line  of  pickets  to  act  in  concert,  and 
holding  position  as  far  as  practicable  until  withdrawn  by  competent 
authority.  Artillery  should  also  be  kept  at  the  crossing  or  bridge  of 
White  Oak  and  that  point  be  held.  Application  to  General  Long- 
street  will  supply  the  required  artillery,  and  all  changes  or  occurrences 
of  importance  will  be  immediately  reported  to  him,  with  the  view  to 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  his  command  holding  the 
right  of  our  position. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

[R.  H.  CHILTON,] 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  25,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws, 

Commanding^  &c. : 

\ General  : The  letter*  of  Colonel  Nance,  with  reference  to  estrays, 

I with  your  indorsement,  is  received.  I fear  this  is  one  of  the  evils  re- 
! suiting  from  the  laxity  of  discipline  in  the  army,  which  it  will  require 
the  united  efforts  of  all  to  remedy.  I do  not  see  what  can  be  accom- 
plished by  the  publication  of  an  order  on  this  subject.  If  any  course 
can  be  suggested,  or  if  the  enlargement  of  the  power  of  any  regimental 
i or  brigade  commander  is  required,  I shall  be  glad  to  consider  it. 
Should  any  particular  cases  of  misconduct  be  reported,  examples  will 
be  made  of  the  offenders.  I hope  that  the  measures  taken  by  you  will 
be  found  effectual  to  break  up  what  I regard  as  a great  evil  in  your 
command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

j General^  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

: July  25,  1862. 

^ Col.  Stephen  D.  Lee, 

' Commanding  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry: 

Colonel  : The  report*  of  your  affair  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  on 
I the  24th  instant  has  been  referred  to  the  commanding  general,  who 
directs  me  to  convey  to  you  his  hearty  congratulations  upon  the  gal- 
lant and  successful  manner  in  which  you  met  and  repulsed  with  your 
command  the  attempts  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  upon  your  position. 
The  affair  was  spirited,  and  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  yourself 
and  command. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary, 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters,  July  25,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  letter  of  Col.  P.  F.  Liddell,  Eleventh  Missis- 
sippi Eegiment,  applying  for  a transfer  of  his  regiment  and  the  Second 
Mississippi,  Colonel  Stone,  to  one  of  the  Mississippi  brigades  in  Vir- 
ginia, which  you  have  referred  to  me  for  my  remarks,  I have  the  honor 
to  state  that  1 consider  the  brigade  to  which  they  are  now  attached  a 
Mississippi  brigade.  Two  of  the  four  regiments  which  compose  it  are 
from  Mississippi,  and  it  is  commanded  by  a Mississippian.  It  is  my 
intention,  as  soon  as  the  Forty-second  Mississippi  Eegiment,  lately 
arrived  in  Eichmond,  Colonel  Miller,  can  be  withdrawn  from  the  city, 
to  assign  it  to  that  brigade,  and  to  attach  the  Sixth  Eorth  Carolina, 
now  with  it,  to  Colonel  Walker’s  brigade.  I should  like  to  obtain  a 
fourth  Mississippi  regiment  to  replace  the  Fourth  Alabama ; it  would 
then  be  entirely  composed  of  Mississippi  regiments.  If  the  Eleventh 
and  Second  are  now  withdrawn  from  it  it  will  break  up  a veteran  bri- 
gade, distinguished  for  good  service  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  in 
Virginia,  and  will  leave  General  Whiting,  an  officer  from  Mississippi, 
without  a brigade. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  July  26,  1862. 

Thomas  Eandal, 

Tallahassee^  Fla. : 

My  Dear  Sir:  I have  received  and  attentively  considered  your  letter 
of  tlie  18th  instant,  with  its  inclosed  memoir,  and  propose  to  confer 
with  General  Lee  in  regard  to  its  contents  before  referring  the  matter 
to  the  Engineer  Bureau. 

With  respect  to  the  defenses  upon  James  Eiver,  the  topography  and 
the  positions  of  the  opposing  forces  do  not  favor  the  application  of 
your  suggested  plan.  Most  of  the  enemy’s  force  is  encamped  uj)on  low 
ground,  and  the  points  upon  the  river  bank  where  our  batteries  are 
stationed  are  high  bluffs,  that  command  the  channel  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  render  artificial  elevation  unnecessary.  The  defensive  points  upon 
the  Potomac,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama  Eivers  are  of  a similar  char- 
acter. \ 

For  sea-coast  batteries  upon  a low  beach  and  other  positions  where 
there  is  little  natural  command  works  of  the  character  you  propose 
might  subserve  an  excellent  purpose.  Where  this  is  found  to  be  the 
case  the  Government  will  gladly  avail  itself  of  the  results  of  your  ex-  i 
perience  and  reflection. 

Thanking  you  for  the  suggestions  and  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  il 
forwarding  them  to  me,  I remain,  very  respectfully,  vours,  i 

JEFFEESOE  DAVIS.  ] 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  26,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Archer, 

Commanding.,  &c. : 

General:  The  condition  of  the  Tennessee  brigade  has  been  sub-  . 
mitted  to  the  President.  It  has  been  determined  to  fill  up  the  ranks  i 
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I by  sending  officers  to  Tennessee  to  recruit  for  that  purpose.  With  this- 
^ iew  1 desire  you  to  cause  proper  officers  to  be  selected  from  each  regi- 
ment, to  be  sent  to  Tennessee,  and  to  report  their  names  to  me  at  once 
for  that  purpose.  Governor  Harris  has  been  appealed  to  to  send 
another  regiment  to  complete  the  brigade,  in  addition  to  the  requisite 
number  of  men  to  fill  up  the  present  regiments.  Eolls  of  each  regi- 
Iment  must  be  prepared  to  be  sent  with  the  officers. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

I General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  E’orthern  Virginia, 
i July  26,  1862. 

Hon.  Louis  T.  Wigfall, 

Confederate  States  Senate^  &c. : 

General  : I send  you  herewith  inclosed  the  reports*  of  three  Texas 
regiments  of  Hood’s  brigade.  You  will  perceive  that  334  recruits  are 
wanted  for  the  Fourth  Eegiment;  486  recruits  for  the  First  Eegiment; 
316  recruits  for  the  Fifth  Eegiment,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  100  extra 
men  for  the  Fourth  Eegiment,  50  for  the  First  Eegiment,  and  50  for  the 
Fifth  Eegiment,  in  order  to  fill  up  losses  likely  to  be  sustained  by  deaths 
and  discharges  among  the  present  sick  and  wounded;  making  a total 
of  1,336  recruits  needed  to  fill  up  the  three  regiments.  In  addition 
jto  these,  two  more  regiments  are  desired  to  fill  up  the  brigade  and 
I five  more  for  a second  Texas  brigade.  This  application  I would  most 
earnestly  urge.  If  the  seven  new  regiments  cannot  be  obtained,  we 
■ought  at  least  to  be  able  to  get  five,  in  order  to  make  two  Texas  bri- 
Igades  of  four  regiments  each. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


'Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

I No.  173.  j Eichmondj  Fu.,  July  26,  1862. 

i * * # # * * * 

I X.  The  following  officers  will,  without  delay,  report  to  General  E.  E. 
Lee,  commanding,  &c.,  for  cavalry  duty:  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart^ 
jProvisional  Army;  Brig.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  Provisional  Army;  Brig. 
Gen.  Wade  Hamptou,  Provisional  Army. 

XI.  Brig.  Gen.  Harry  T.  Hays  will  report  for  duty  to  General  E.  E.. 
Lee,  commanding,  &c.,  near  Eichraond,  Va. 

XII.  The  following  assignments  to  the  commana  of  brigades  com- 
posed of  regiments  of  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  the  army  commanded 
by  General  E.  E.  Lee  are  hereby  directed,  viz:  Brig.  Gen.  Eichard 
■ Taylor  to  the  Second  Brigade ; Brig.  Gen.  Harry  T.  Hays  to  the  Fii'st 
Brigade. 

i # * * # # 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Not  found. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  163.  i July  26,  1862. 

##*#**# 

II.  The  First  Louisiana  (WrighFs  brigade).  Ninth  Louisiana  (Tay- 
lor’s brigade,  Army  V alley  District),  Fifteenth  Louisiana  (late  Third 
Louisiana  Battalion,  of  J.  E.  Anderson’s  brigade),  Ooppens’  battalion, 
of  E.  A.  Pryor’s  brigade,  will  report  without  delay  to  Major-General 
McLaws,  to  constitute,  in  connection  with  the  Second  and  Tenth  Lou- 
isiana Eegiments,  a brigade  of  that  division. 

III.  The  staff  departments  will  furnish  upon  requisition  the  transpor- 
tation, subsistence,  &c.,  necessary  to  carry  out  this  order. 

#**#**# 


By  command  of  General  Lee : 


[E.  H.  CHILTON,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  July  27,  1862. 

General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Petersburg.,  Va.: 

Eeport  has  reached  me  that  Burnside  has  passed  through  Albemarle 
and  Chesapeake  Canal  toward  the  eastern  coast  of  North  Carolina. 
Though  it  seems  improbable,  it  was  thought  well  to  send  it  to  you. 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  ' 21,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws  : 

General  : The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  select  positions, 
with  due  reference  to  support  of  your  front  lines,  as  will  be  best  con- 
ducive to  health  of  your  command,  not  passing  beyond  the  Mechanics- 
ville  road.  The  massing  of  troops  toward  Eichmond  is  calculated  to 
produce  sickness  among  all  j and  it  would  be  preferable  to  select  camps 
for  brigades  separately,  where  good  water,  ground,  &c.,  would  afford 
pure  air  and  convenient  camps. 

I am,  genera],  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


July  28,  1862 — 7.30  a.  m. 

General  S.  G.  French: 

General:  Will  you  please  have  Walker’s  and  DaniePs  brigades 
ordered  to  prepare  three  days’  rations,  and  have  ambulances,  litters, 
&c.,  all  ready.  1 want  to  move  to-morrow  night.  The  thing  can  be 
managed  quietly.  We  might  hint  at  an  expedition  to  Suffolk. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General, 
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Hdqrs.  Department 
General  J.  G.  Martin: 


OF  NTorthern  Virginia, 
July  28,  1862. 


General  : I observe  by  paragraph  II,  Special  Orders,  No.  172,  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  that  your  resignation  as  brioadier- 
geueral  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  has  been  accepted 
by  the, President.  I very  much  regret  that  the  tender  of  your  resigna- 
tion did  not  pass  through  my  hands,  as  I wished  at  least  to  have  the* 
matter  suspended  for  the  present.  IVhat  I wish  to  know  is  whether* 
you  could  not  retain  your  position  and  duties  in  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice in  addition  to  those  appertaining  to  your  State  office.  I would  desire* 
that  you  should  be  placed  in  immediate  command  of  the  forces  within, 
the  lines  of  the  State  ot  Horth  Carolina,  so  that  General  Hill  would  be* 
enabled  to  give  the  most  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  troops  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  especially  those  along  James  Eiver. 

Please  inform  me  at  your  earliest  convenience  whether  the  arrange- 
ment I propose  is  compatible  with  your  views,  and  oblige,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia 

i July  28,  1862.. 

IX.  Evans’  and  Drayton’s  brigades,  of  Major-General  Pemberton’s; 
army,  under  command  of  the  senior  brigadier,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen. 
J.  Longstreet,  to  be  encamped  and  kept  together  for  the  present  as  a 
distinct  organization. 


***#*## 

XIV.  The  following  troops  are  assigned  to  and  will  constitute  the* 
brigades  of  cavalry,  under  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart: 

first  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton  commanding:  First  North* 
Carolina  Cavalry  (Col.  L.  S.  Baker),  Cobb  Legion  Cavalry  (Lieut.  Col 
P.  M.  B.  Young),  Jeff.  Davis  Legion  (Lieut.  Col.  W.  T.  Martin),  HaniT)- 
ton  Legion  Cavalry  (Major  Butler),  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Magruder). 

Second  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee:  First  Virginia  Cavalry 
(Col.  L.  Tiernan  Brien),  Third  Virginia  Cavalry  (Col.  Thomas  F.  Goode) 
lourth  Virginia  Cavalry  (Col.  W.  C.  Wickham),  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry 
(Col.  T.  L.  Eosser),  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry  (Col.  W.  H.  F.  Lee). 

By  command  of  General  Lee : ' 

[E.  H.  CHILTON,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 
i July  29,  18b. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

General:  Major-General  Holmes  was  several  times  requested  to 
send  over  to  the  regiment  a squadron  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Cav- 
alry, Colonel  Baker  commanding,  which  from  some  cause  was  detained 
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south  of  the  river.  The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will 
cause  those  two  companies  to  join  their  regiment. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  H.  CHILTONS",] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  IS'orthern  Virginia, 

July  30,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

General  : The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  send  an 
officer  after  your  wagon  train,  and  cause  the  excess  of  transportation 
over  regulation  allowance  to  be  sent  back  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corley, 
chief  quartermaster  of  this  army.  The  division  is  reported  by  inspector 
of  transportation  to  have  102  wagons  and  416  animals  in  excess. 

Bv  order  of  General  Lee  : 

[E.  H.  CHILTON,] 
Assistant  Adjutwnt-  General. 


Hdqrs.  [Department]  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  31,  1862. 

Capt.  W.  P.  Smith, 

Engineer  Corps: 

Captain:  I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that  he  desires  the 
line  of  defenses  extending  from  the  river  on  this  side  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  vigor.  By  information  just  received  from  General  Eipley 
it  appears  that  he  has  a force  of  laborers  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
works  between  the  Charles  City  and  the  Darbytown  road,  but  says 
that  the  line  is  not  marked  out,  and  requests  that  the  proper  engineer 
officer  should  communicate  with  him.  Give  the  necessary  assistance 
and  instructions,  and  let  the  work  be  immediately  commenced. 

General  LongstreePs  command  supplies  the  force  engaged  between 
the  river  and  the  Darbytown  road. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  31,  1862. 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

Sir:  The  land  part  of  the  defenses  at  Drewry^s  Bluff  has  as  yet  no 
guns  upon  it.  Can  any  be  spared  from  the  Navy  for  that  purpose  ? I 
have  heard  that  there  are  six  8-iuch  guns  on  the  Patrick  Henry.  If 
these  can  be  spared  they  would  serve  to  add  much  to  the  strength  of 
the  defenses,  as  they  would  render  the  land  point  very  formidable.  I 
w ould  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject.  I regret  to  learn  that 
you  have  been  unable  as  yet  to  make  the  iron  throats  for  two  of  the 
guns  now  in  position. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  E.  LEE,] 

General. 


CHAP.  XXIII.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  659 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  I^'orthern  Virginia, 

July  31,  1862. 

Col.  Thomas  S.  Khett, 

Commanding  Richmond  Defenses : 

I desire  barbette  guns  to  be  mounted  in  commanding  positions  in  the 
works  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  wish  you  to  report  at  once 
whether  to  effect  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  strip  entirely  the  batteries 
on  the  north  side.  I would  prefer,  if  it  is  possible,  to  keep  some  of  the 
barbette  guns  at  commanding  points  in  these  batteries.  The  siege 
guns  can  be  moved  to  the  south  side  later,  if  needed,  as  the  same  prepa- 
ration would  not  be  necessary  for  them.  Please  state  what  is  the  best 
disposition  you  can  make  both  of  the  barbette  guns  and  those  on  siege 
carriages. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[R.  E.  LEE,] 

General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  1,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  The  communication*  of  Col.  John  V.  Moore,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  referred  to  me  by  you,  is  received.  It  presents  a state 
of  affairs  in  his  command  greatly  to  be  regretted.  It  is  useless  to  rely 
on  pickets  to  prevent  men  from  leaving  their  commands,  and  it  can  only 
be  accomplished  by  employing  a guard  around  the  encampment.  I de- 
sire that  you  will  take  every  necessary  step  to  enforce  discipline,  and 
I think  that  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case  you  had  better  write  to 
General  Jenkins  to  return  to  his  command.  Under  orders  issued  from 
these  headquarters  transportation  is  not  given  to  discharged  soldiers 
of  this  army  except  upon  orders  from  myself,  and  I feel  confident  that 
there  must  be  some  mistake  in  the  charge  against  Captain  Wood,  who 
is  very  particular  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Passports  are  no 
doubt  obtained  by  fraudulent  and  false  representations.  In  cases  of 
discharge  of  men  by  reason  of  being  beyond  the  age  of  thirty-five  years 
the  officer  giving  the  discharge  is  required  to  certify  the  age  of’  the 
party  from  the  muster  rolls.  As  to  the  acts  said  to  have  been  perpe- 
trated by  Maule,  in  enlisting  men  belonging  to  this  brigade,  I shall 
bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  for  investigation 
at  once.  With  regard  to  the  80  men  who  are  reported  as  having  left 
camp,  alleging  that  they  had  enlisted  in  a cavalry  company  to  serve  in 
Western  Virginia  and  had  received  furloughs  for  that  reason  and 
transportation  to  South  Carolina,  I presume  that  was  merely  the  asser- 
tion of  the  men  themselves;  but  that  so  large  a number  of  men  should 
leave  the  battalion  without  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  commanding 
and  that  no  rei)ort  was  made  until  the  next  day  indicates  an  exceed- 
ingly lax  state  of  things  in  the  command,  inviting  the  serious  attention 
of  their  superiors. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  BEE, 

General, 


Not  found. 
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V Hdqrs.  Department  of  Korthern  Virginia, 

August  1 [?],  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commariditig,  <&c.  : 

General  : The  report  * of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young  of  the  opera- 
tions of  his  command  at  Haxall’s  Landing  and  Malvern  Hill  is  received. 
I desire  that  you  will  express  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young  my  sense  of 
the  courage  and  efficiency  which  marked  the  conduct  of  himself,  his  offi- 
cers and  men,  and  of  the  success  which  attended  his  efforts  against  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Young  has  performed  the  duty 
assigned  to  him  in  a manner  creditable  to  himself  and  his  command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  2,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

General:  A letter  from  General  McClellan  informs  me  that  our 
prisoners  at  Fort  Warren  were  to  leave  that  place  July  31  on  the 
steamer  Ocean  Queen  for  James  Eiver  j also  that  the  prisoners  from 
Fort  Delaware  were  expected  at  Westover  in  a day  or  two.  In  firing 
on  the  enemy’s  fleet  in  the  river  caution  will  be  necessary,  so  as  not  to 
inflict  loss  on  the  returning  prisoners. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


General  S.  G.  French: 


August  3,  1862. 


General  : I think  that  one  brigade  would  be  sufficient  below.  The 
enemy  has  doubtless  lauded  in  force  for  permanent  occupancy  of  the 
ground  opposite  his  camp.  We  cannot  drive  him  from  there  and  can 
only  check  him  from  going  too  far  into  the  country. 

He  may  mean  to  advance  upon  this  place,  but  I think  not  for  some 
days ; hence  we  need  our  strength  employed  on  the  fortifications.  I 
would  prefer,  therefore,  that  one  brigade  be  halted  before  it  advances 
too  far. 

I am  opposed  to  an  engagement  on  an  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the 
strength  of  our  enemy. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  3,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 


Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 


General  : Your  letter!  of  9.30  a.  m.  has  been  received.  The  landing 


* The  only  report  on  file  is  that  on  p.  958,  Series  I,  Vol.  XI,  Part  II. 
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of  the  force  opposite  Westover  may  be  to  prevent  annoyance  from  our 
artillery,  or  it  may  be,  as  you  suppose,  the  commencement  of  the  advance 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  If  the  former  they  can  be  driven  away 
^od  if  the  latter  they  can  be  resisted  as  well  on  that  side  of  the  river 
as  on  this.  The  news  from  Norfolk  may  or  may  not  be  true : but  we 
t must  set  to  work  vigorously  to  prepare  to  arrest  their  progress.  I wish 
you  to  examine  the  ground  and  see  how  this  can  best  be  done.  I will 
send  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stevens  to  make  an  examination  of  the  country 
3)Ud  I wish  you  to  ascertain  what  force  of  laborers  can  be  drawn  from 
I North  Carolina.  In  regard  to  harassiog  the  enemy  by  cutting  off  his 
communications,  his  occupancy  of  the  south  side  will  render  it  more 
, difficult  ^ but  even  the  attempt  seems  to  have  caused  him  to  divide  his 
forces,  and  I hope  that  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  river  may  be  d^- 
! molished.  The  removal  of  General  Anderson  from  his  present  position 
i would  stop  the  construction  of  the  defenses  of  Drewry^s  Bluff,  which  it 
! will  be  imprudent  to  do  at  this  time.  The  stand  for  riflemen  at  City 
I Point  which  you  recommended  to  be  intrenched  could  surely  be  ae- 
1 complished  by  the  troops  at  Petersburg.  General  Pendleton  can  re- 
main for  the  present  if  he  is  needed. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


n 1 w XT  X.  August  3,  1862—8  p.  m. 

General  William  N.  Pendleton, 

Commanding  Artillery  : 

General  : It  seems  to  me  that  something  ought  to  be  done  with  the 
gunboat  before  day.  If  it  is  not  got  off  by  the  high  tide,  an  enterpris- 
mg  officer  with  his  battery  can  surely  destroy  it.  If  we  do  not  move  till 
daylight,  the  gunboats  from  below  will  be  up  and  prevent  an  assault. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


General  D.  H.  Hill,  Commanding : 


August  3,  1862—11  p.  m. 


General:  Toward  sunset  there  was  much  firing  below  from  a bat- 
tery at  the  gunboat  and  from  one  or  more  gunboats.  Either  all  has 
; been  done  against  her  that  can  be  or  she  is  off'  by  the  high  tide  and 
the  aid  of  the  other  boats. 


Colonel  Cutts  started  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  dispatch  came 
which  was  strangely  delayed,  and  but  for  the  mistake  of  the  dispatch 
saying  the  attack  was  to  be  on  the  other  side,  where  the  road  is  exe- 
crable and  a guide  had  to  be  waited  for,  he  would  have  been  at  City 
Point  in  time  to  do  all  that  could  have  been  done.  As  it  really  was  to 
send  him  on  seemed  a hopeless  tax  upon  energies  of  men  and  horses. 
Now  it  would  be  imi)ossible,  with  all  enterprise,  to  get  there  before  day. 

If  your  note  were  an  order  I would  send  a battery  at  once  j but  under- 
|Standing  it  as  only  expressing  your  view,  with  some  facts  not  before 
your  mind,  discretion  seems  intended  to  be  left  me,  and  it  really  appears 
to  me  unwise  now  to  send  the  battery. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


W.  N.  PENDLETON, 

Brigadier- General,  (&c. 
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Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

August  3,  1862 — 12  midnight. 

Major-General  Anderson, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : Have  just  returned,  and  hasten  to  inclose  accompanying  i 
papers,  as  requested  by  Major  Mills. 

I got  to  Ray’s  [Rhea’s]  Bluff  about  5 p.  m.  and  found  there  a 4-gun 
gunboat  ashore,  as  near  as,  maybe,  4,000  feet  off  from  hill-sides. 

As  I reached  the  point  two  inferior  6-pounders  from  Captain  Ruffin’s 
battery  arriv^ed.  I put  them  in  position  and  caused  fire  to  be  opened. 
The  guns  were  not  equal  to  the  occasion,  but  did  some  injury  to  the 
vessel.  I saw  with  my  glasses  where  three  balls  took  effect.  The  gun- 
boat replied,  killing  one  horse  and  wounding  another  in  the  battery. 
In  the  mean  while  a couple  of  tugs  and  another  gunboat  came  to  her 
assistance  and  she  got  off  the  bottom. 

I left  these  two  pieces  about  1 mile  in  rear,  where  I met  the  battery 
which  I had  ordered  down  from  your  division,  with  directions  to  the 
two  to  return  to  river  banks  and  reopen  fire  upon  this  or  any  other 
gunboat  in  the  morning,  should  an  available  opportunity  present. 

All  this  has  been  done  in  pursuance  of  what  I understand  to  be  the 
spirit  of  General  Hill’s  instructions  to  you,  and  not  that  I would  wish 
to  be  understood  as  inaugurating  on  my  own  account  the  policy  of 
attacking  gunboats  with  ordinary  field  pieces. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  4,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

General:  It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  are  seizing  wood  on  the 
banks  of  the  James  and  Appomattox  Rivers.  Please  cause  all  the 
wood  in  the  wood-yards  accessible  to  their  boats  to  be  burned  where  it 
is  possible  to  do  so,  unless  it  can  be  removed  and  appropriated  to  the 
benefit  of  its  owners  or  our  Army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  4,  1862. 

Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Chief  Commissary^  C.  S.  Army : 

Colonel:  While  I recognize  the  necessity  of  enlarging  your  force 
in  order  to  accomplish  the  object  mentioned  in  my  letter*  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  I must  beg  you  to  do  this,  if  possible,  without  reducing  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  army.  A large  number  of  the  best  soldiers  in  the 
Army  have  been  discharged  under  the  conscript  act  in  the  last  few 
weeks,  and  these  discharges  are  made  daily.  It  may  be  possible  to 
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obtain  all  the  force  which  you  wish  from  among  these  men  by  active 
and  immediate  efforts.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  then  the  details  will  be 
made  from  the  Army,  as  a sufficient  supply  of  bread  is  an  absolute 
necessity  in  our  operations.  I hope  the  number  of  such  details  will  be 
as  limited  as  i>ossible,  and  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  obtain  all 
the  force  required  outside  the  Army. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Departsient  OF  Northern  Virginia, 

August  4,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina^  &c. : 

' General  : General  Lee  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant* 
! Colonel  Steveas,  Engineer  Corps,  has  been  ordered  to  Petersburg  to 
I make  an  examination  of  the  country  and  establish  a line  of  works  for 
the  defense  of  that  position.  He  requests  that  you  will  afford  Colonel 
Stevens  all  the  assistance  you  can  with  the  forces  and  means  you  may 
have  at  your  command. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  4,  1862. 

Col.  Thomas  S.  Ehett, 

Inspector  of  Ordnance : 

Colonel  : Your  letter*  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  guns 
on  the  works  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  has  been  received.  The 
arrangement  which  you  contemplate  for  the  short  32-pounders  is  satis- 
factory. There  are,  however,  no  doubt,  commanding  points  in  those 
works  on  the  south  side  in  which  it  will  be  best  to  place  barbette  guns 
taken  from  this  side.  Hence  I would  prefer  some  of  these  guns  to  be 
removed  to  such  positions  as  may  be  selected  at  commanding  points  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  If  there  are  such  please  let  me  know  the 
number  and  caliber  of  the  barbette  guns  on  the  north  side,  and  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  advantageous  to  transfer  some  of  them  to  the  south 
side. 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters,  August  4, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

General  : I am  very  reluctant  to  spare  any  troops  from  here  at  this 
time  while  from  every  quarter  the  enemy  is  congregating  around  us. 
Still  De  Gournay’s  battalion  may  be  of  more  service  at  Port  Hudson 
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tUan  here,  and  we  must  take  the  risk.  It  had  better,  therefore,  be  sent 
if  men  cannot  be  obtained  there.  General  Loring  has  been  very  impor- 
tunate for  re-enforcements,  but  I have  not  been  able  to  see  that  he  is 
seriously  threatened,  or  how  he  could  use  them  unless  he  had  sufficient 
force  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  Kanawha  Yalley.  Starke’s  regi- 
ment-^ — raised  in  that  country  and  could  probably  be  recruited  there — 
had  better  be  sent  if  re-enforcements  are  necessary.  The  North  Caro- 
lina regiments,  though  not  as  serviceable,  could  then  be  brought  here. 
Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis  was  written  to  on  the  30th  ultimo,  through  the 
post-office  in  Eichmond,  stating  that  the  Special  Order,  No.  — , direct- 
ing him  to  report  to  General  Loriug,  was  suspended.  I have  not  heard 
from  him,  but  Colonel  Chilton  saw  him  in  the  city  yesterday,  and  1 j 
learn  he  was  seen  there  to-da3’.  I have  sent  him  an  order  to  report  in  f 
person  to  me.  If  any  one  in  the  Adjutant-General’s  Office  can  see  him  I 
it  had  better  be  done,  as  I do  not  know  where  to  find  him. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Special  Orders, 
No.  172. 

* * 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Angust  4,  1862. 

* # # * # 


YII.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Gilmer,  Engineer  Corps,  having  reported, 
agreeably  to  Special  Orders,  No.  161,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s 
Office,  is  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  of  his  department,  and  will  take  charge 
of  and  conduct  all  of  its  operations. 

* # * «C  # * * 


By  command  of  General  Lee : 


[E.  H.  CHILTON,] 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters,  August  5,  1862. 

General  Jubal  A.  Early, 

Commanding  Brigade^  &c. : 

General:  Your  letter*  of  the  23d  ultimo  has  just  been  received.  I 
regret  that  you  consider  yourself  unassigned  to  a command.  I had 
hoped  that  your  present  command  was  agreeable  to  you.  The  service 
is  important,  requiring  an  officer  of  intelligence  and  capacity,  and  I 
know  of  no  one  to  whom  the  brigade  could  be  better  intrusted  than 
yourself.  I consider,  too,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  country  and 
people,  that  you  were  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  duty,  and  congratu- 
lated myself  that  you  were  available.  From  the  many  changes  con- 
stantty  occurring  in  the  serffice,  arising  from  causes  beyond  my  con- 
trol, it  is  difficult  for  me  to  consider  any  position  more  permanent  than 
another.  Your  present  brigade,  it  is  true,  was  last  commanded  by 
General  Elzey,  and  upon  his  restoration  to  duty  it  may  be  considered 
proper  to  assign  him  to  it.  But  you  surely  would  be  considered  enti- 
tled to  another  command,  nor  can  General  Orders,  No.  47,  in  my  opinion, 
apply  to  yourself  or  Generals  Elzey  and  E.  Johnson,  inasmuch  as  j^our 
original  brigades  are  in  service.  On  entering  upon  duty  with  this  arm.y 
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I found  your  former  brigade  under  the  command  of  General  Garland. 
In  carrying  out  the  policy  of  the  Government  of  brigading  the  regi- 
ments by  States,  the  two  Virginia  regiments  were  transferred,  the  one 
to  Kemper,  the  other  to  Armistead,  with  a view  of  forming  Virginia 
brigades,  and  North  Carolina  regiments  were  added  to  the  Sixth  and 
Twrnty-third  North  Carolina  Eegiments  to  form  a North  Carolina  bri- 
gade. lam  Ignorant  of  the  abundant  opportunities  to  which  you  refer 
lor  providing  you  with  a command  that  have  been  neglected,  unless  you 
allude  to  the  appointment  by  the  President  of  commanders  to  certain 
vacant  brigades  and  of  vacancies  still  existing  in  others.  I wished  to 
assign  you  to  the  command  of  a Virginia  brigade,  nor  did  I consider 
the  command  of  either  of  those  that  have  been  filled  would  be  as  agree- 
able to  you  as  your  present  command.  The  numerous  vacancies  that 
have  occurred  have  taken  much  time  for  the  selection  of  officers  to  fill 
them,  nor  is  it  yet  done.  I can  only  assure  you  that  confidence  in  your 
pal  and  ability  has  been  increased  instead  of  diminished  by  your  serv- 
ice, and  that  the  honorable  wound  you  received  at  Williamsburg  in  the 
defense  of  your  country  is  viewed  as  a badge  of  distinction  and  claim 
tor  high  consideration  instead  of  crime,  as  you  suppose. 

I am,  with  high  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Artillery  Corps, 

August  5,  1862. 

General  H.  H.  Hill,  Commanding : 

G^eral;  The  dispatch  from  City  Point  which  you  requested  Gen- 
eral  Frpch  to  hand  me  I have  considered  with  care,  and  have  sought 
all  the  information  within  my  reach. 

Colonel  Brown  and  General  Eansoin,  both  of  whom  know  the  ground 
well,  thoroughly  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by  Colonel  Cutts  and 
Major  Lewis,  that  in  the  actual  contour  of  the  ground  and  iiosition  of 
the  gunboats  there  is  not  the  remotest  rational  prospect  of  damaging 
the  grounded  gunboat  without  the  probable  destruction  of  every  gun 
with  men  and  horses,  that  we  get  into  position  for  the  purpose.  ^ 

The  whole  space  where  our  guns  must  stand  is  exposed  to  a triple 
tire,  direct  and  cross,  from  a number  of  gunboats  that  can  take  any 
position  they  please,  and  within  600  or  800  yards,  while  for  2 or  3 miles 
entering  or  getting  out  our  guns  must  bear  the  raking  fire  of  all  these 
ooats. 

With  this  universal  testimony  I have  not  doubted  an  instant  that 
seeing  the  gunboat  is  comparatively  worthless,  and  our  guns,  horses’ 
and  men  are  so  valuable,  to  run  so  great  a risk  of  losing  these  is  not 
warranted  by  the  remote  possibility  of  destroying  that.  In  this  iudo*. 
ment  you  will,  I hope,  concur. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
Hood’s  division  on  Mechanicsville 


Lee’s  Headquarters, 

Augtist  6,  1862. 


road  and  E.  H.  Anderson’s  at 
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Drewry’s  Bluff.  Courier  starting  down  with  Stuart’s  telegraph  to  Gen- 
eral Lee.  ^ ^ CHILTOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Brig. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Yirginia, 

August  7,  1862. 

Gen.  John  B.  Hood, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  move 
your  command  over  to  the  Brooke  turnpike,  taking  position  near 
Brooke  Eiver,  having  especial  care  for  all  standing  crops  and  against 
damaging  private  property  or  depredating  in  any  manner  by  men  of 
your  command.  Throw  forward  a strong  picket  to  the  Ohickahominy 
Bridge.  A company  of  Oritcher’s  cavalry  battalion  has  been  ordered 
to  report  to  you,  which  can  picket  in  front  of  your  infantry.  Major- 
General  B.  H.  Anderson  has  been  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readiness 
to  cross  the  river  if  the  necessity  therefor  should  arise.  This  move- 
ment is  ordered  in  consequence  of  reported  movement  of  enemy  in  con- 
siderable force  by  the  Telegraph  road  toward  Eichmond. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

riii*  o Jo. JiJj -L  u ^ j 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

N'ew  Maricety  Fu.,  August  7,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  : If  it  has  not  been  done,  I recommend  a general  order  to 
be  at  once  published  directing  all  exchanged  officers  among  the  returned 
prisoners  of  war  belonging  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  Valley 
District,  and  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  at  once  to  report  to 
the  respective  commanders  of  each,  the  rest  to  your  office;  or  per- 
haps all  had  better  report  to  your  office;  then  you  can  order  them  as 
they  belong  and  as  soon  as  exchanged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  JjBB, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

New  Market,  Va.,  August  7,  1862. 


Maj.  Gen. 


D.  H.  Hill, 

Commariding,  &c.:  \ 

General:  I request  that  you  will  spare  no  effort  in  urging  on  the 
works  at  Drewry's  Bluff  to  a speedy  completion,  as  it  may  become 
necessary  to  withdraw  your  command  for  service  in  the  field,  and  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  defensive  works  should  [be]  finished 
before  that  is  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ -r^-n 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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Headquarters, 

IJew  MarTcetj  Va.^  August  7,  1802. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

General:  Your  letter*  of  the  otli  was  received  this  morning.  I 
regret  to  hear  of  the  feeble  conduct  of  your  cavalry.  Who  is  its  com- 
mander and  what  is  its  strength  % I hope  you  will  see  to  its  organi- 
zation and  instruction.  The  gunboat  ought  to  have  been  destroyed. 
It  may  be  too  late  to  attack  it  now ; but  if  not,  try  it  with  incendiary 
shells.  You  must  endeavor  to  make  your  present  division  superior  to 
your  former,  and  I have  great  confidence  of  your  accomplishing  it. 

I hope  you  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  damaging  the  enemy  in  every 
way.  1 fear  I shall  have  to  recall  Pendleton  soon.  His  command 
requires  his  presence,  and  his  guns  are  wanted  here  now.  His  bat- 
teries may  also  be  wanted  around  Eichmoud.  The  enemy  appear  ex- 
tremely active,  and  are  making  their  appearance  at  all  points  bearing  on 
the  city.  Push  on  your  defenses  at  Petersburg  and  around  Drewry’s 
Bliift*.  I wish  to  have  Anderson’s  division  liberated.  It  is  wanted 
now.  Get  all  the  free  black  and  slave  labor  you  can,  and  if  you  can 
accomplish  anything  against  the  enemy  at  Coggins  Point  or  his  com- 
munication by  the  river  do  so  at  the  earliest  favorable  moment. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  8,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Hood, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I desire  you  to  prepare  your  two  brigades  to  proceed  to 
Hanover  Junction  as  soon  as  practicable.  I do  not  know  your  encamp- 
ment, but  if  you  will  designate  the  nearest  point  on  the  railroad  where 
the  train  can  take  you  up  and  where  a portion  of  your  force  will  be 
ready  I will  have  the  cars  at  the  spot.  You  must  make  arrangements 
for  your  sick.  Your  very  sick  can  be  sent  to  the  hospitals  in  Eich- 
mond.  The  others  I hope  will  be  well  enough  to  accompany  you. 
Take  your  wagon  train  and  batteries.  They  must  march. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  8,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

General:  Your  letter*  of  the  7th  is  received,  and  in  reply  General 
Lee  directs  me  to  say  that  he  does  not  think  the  enemy  will  make  any 
serious  attempt  upon  Petersburg.  Should  he  land  at  Bailey’s  Creek  it 
will  be  to  threaten  you,  as  he  has  just  done  at  Malvern  Hill,  to  cover 
some  other  design.  He,  however,  recommends  that  you  should  be 
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prepared  to  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  the  enemy  may  afford  ! 
you  to  strike  him  successfully.  I 

In  regard  to  the  bridges  across  the  Appomattox  Eiver,  the  general  ! 
suggests  that  the  different  railroad  bridges  be  planked  over,  so  that  I 
they  may  serve  at  least  for  infantry.  There  is  a second-hand  bridge  at  j 
the  mills,  which  in  case  of  need  might  be  used  for  crossing  trooi^s,  &c. 

If  these  bridges  are  not  deemed  sufficient  it  would  be  well  to  make  I 
arrangements  for  pontoon  bridges,  which  can  be  easily  constructed  . 
across  so  narrow  a river.  | 

The  general  wishes  to  know  what  brigades  are  without  brigadiers,  . 
and  whom  you  would  propose  to  have  appointed  to  them.  I 

Colonel  Gilmer,  Chief  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  has  been  ordered  to  j 
visit  Petersburg,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  defenses,  &c.  He 
will  doubtless  give  you  great  assistance.  All  of  the  negro  laborers  I 
that  have  been  collected  about  here  are  now  engaged  on  the  works  on  i 
this  side  of  the  river  and  cannot  be  spared  for  any  other  purpose.  It 
is  hoped  that  you  can  get  enough  negroes  from  Southern  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  for  your  purposes  about  Petersburg.  Two  rifled 
32-pounder  guns  on  field  carriages  have  been  ordered  to  you  j also  800 
spades  and  100  axes  have  been  sent  to  you,  subject  to  the  orders  of 
Major  Stevens,  or  the  chief  engineer  engaged  on  the  defenses  of  Pe- 
tersburg. i 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Hdqes.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  8,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Eipley, 

Commanding  Division : 


General:  Your  communication*  of  this  date  has  been  received,  j 
As  the  position  at  the  crossing  of  the  White  Oak  Swamp  oij  the  Charles  i 
City  road  seems  to  be  a good  one,  you  can  for  the  present  keep  the  two 
regiments  and  a battery  there.  You  must,  at  the  same  time,  picket 
strongly  at  the  shops,  as  you  x^ropose  to  do.  This  will  give  you  time  \ 
to  see  if  any  change  for  the  better  can  be  made,  or  if  a strong  position  i 
farther  down  cannot  be  found.  ; 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  i 

E.  E.  LEE,  I 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  8,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Eipley, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : Our  experience  of  the  past  few  days  teaches  the  impor; 
tance  of  having  the  Charles  City  road  better  cared  for.  I wish  you 
would  station  a regiment  on  it.  It  will  serve  to  support  the  cavalry 
and  give  it  more  stability.  A section  of  artillery,  if  you  think  fit,  had 
better  form  part  of  the  force.  The  best  position,  perhaps,  would  be  at 
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Riddle’s  shops  (or  near  there).  But  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
troops  should  be  consulted  in  establishing  their  camp,  and  a picket 
changed  every  twenty-four  hours,  could  be  established  at  the  most 
commanding  point.  The  regiment  should  at  least  be  as  far  advanced 
as  the  waters  of  White  Oak  Swamp.  If  you  cannot  select  the  point 
yourself,  send  a judicious  colonel  for  the  first  tour  of  duty.  Let  him 
take  tools,  &c.,  and  throw  up  some  breastworks,  &c.,  for  the  protection 
of  the  troops  at  the  point  where  they  can  make  the  best  defense. 
Breastworks  of  logs,  abatis,  &c.,  could  be  used  in  prolonging  the  line 
through  the  woods.  The  regiment  could  be  changed  weekly  if  you 
desire  it,  to  lighten  the  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  ^Iortheen  Virginia, 

August  8,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  : Will  you  please  inform  me  whether  the  recommenda- 
tions for  promotion  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  army  have  yet  been  acted 
upon*?  The  want  of  officers  of  proper  rank  render  many  regiments 
and  companies  inefficient  j regiments  being  in  some  cases  under  the 
command  of  captains  and  many  companies  without  their  proper  com- 
l)lement  of  officers. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[R.  E.  LEE,] 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Korthern  Virginia, 

August  8,  1862. 

Messrs.  Robbins,  Cook,  Blackburn,  and  Others, 

Citizens  of  Gloucester  County  : 

Gentlemen  : General  Lee  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication^^  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Gloucester  County.  The  general  regrets  very  much  that  he  is  unable 
to  extend  to  the  different  iiortions  of  the  country  now  exposed  to  the 
ravages  of  the  enemy  the  protection  that  he  would  desire  to  give:  but 
in  the  present  posture  of  affairs  those  sections  which  the  enemy  can 
reach  by  water,  at  a distance  from  the  main  body  of  our  army,  must, 
from  the  nature  of  the  circumstances,  be  more  or  less  exposed.  To  send 
a small  body  of  troops  to  your  county  might  suffice  to  protect  you  fora 
time  against  such  expeditions  as  the  enemy  send  out,  but  it  would  only 
result  in  drawing  a larger  force,  who  would  come  with  the  expectation 
of  captaring  our  troops,  and  as  the  enemy  on  the  water  possess  such 
great  advantages  in  rapidly  concentrating  troops,  we  would  either  have 
to  retire  or  endeavor  to  support  them,  a thing  that  cannot  now  be  done. 
The  result  would  be  that  the  enemy  would  come  in  a larger  body  and 
their  ravages  would  be  more  extensive  and  ruinous. 

The  general  can  see  no  relief  for  you  at  present  except  the  organiza- 
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tion  of  a corps  of  rangers,  permission  to  raise  which  you  can  get  by 
recommending  a suitable  person  for  appointment  to  raise  and  command 
them.  These  rangers  are  paid  like  other  troops,  and  if  properly  organ- 
ized may  do  much  service  by  making.it  necessary  for  the  enemy  to 
come  in  greater  force,  which  he  would  be  less  likely  to  do,  and  making 
him  move  about  in  larger  bodies,  which  would  diminish  very  much  his 
1)0 wer  to  plunder.  These  rangers  also  receive  pay  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  all  arms,  &c.,  they  capture  from  the  enemy.  The  general  also 
earnestly  advises  the  removal  of  slaves,  cattle,  horses,  &c.,  from  the 
enemy^s  reach.  Horses,  mules,  cattle,  forage,  &c.,  will  all  certainly  be 
taken  by  the  enemy,  and  the  owners  can  easily  sell  to  the  Government 
or  individuals  all  serviceable  animals  and  other  property  they  have  or 
to  individuals  living  beyond  the  enemy^s  reach.  Patriotism  and  inter- 
est alike  demand  that  every  man  should  endeavor  to  remove  every- 
thing that  can  be  of  service  to  the  enemy,  who  are  now  under  orders 
from  the  President  of  the  Washington  Government  to  subsist  their 
army  upon  the  country. 

3iiould  you  conclude  to  raise  a partisan  corps  you  should  select  a 
trustworthy  person  to  command,  and  get  the  men  in  the  surrounding 
counties.  The  advantage  of  such  a corps  is,  that  the  members  are  reg-  \ 
ularly  in  service,  and  entitled  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  and  have  j 
the  benefit  of  exchange,  which  is  not  the  case  with  unorganized  volun- 
teers, usually  called  guerrillas. 

I am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  { 

OHAELES  MAESHALL, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


Hdqes.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  9,  1862. 


Maj.  Gen.  E.  H.  Anderson, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  Your  note*  of  the  8th  instant  is  received,  and  in  reply  < 
the  commanding  general  desires  me  to  say  that  he  approves  of  the 
course  you  have  taken  with  your  working  parties,  encamping  them 
near  the  works  upon  which  they  are  engaged.  He  is  anxious  that  the  ^ 
works  should  be  progressed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  order  requir- 
ing you  to  keep  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  is  suspended  for 
the  present. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia,  i 
No.  177.  i August  9,  1862.  ! 

III.  Col.  W.  H.  Jenifer  will  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  ] 
Stuart  as  inspector  of  cavalry  of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  i 
subject  to  the  instructions  of  General  Stuart. 

# * # # # ♦ # , 
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Y.  Major-General  McLaws’ division  will  relieve  Major-General  Lone-- 
street  s command  m its  present  duties,  sending’  a brigade  at  once  to 
relieve  Brig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Jones  at  'New  Market. 


* * * 

By  command  of  General  Lee  : 


[E.  H.  CHILTO]N^,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Departi\ient  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 

TVT  • -n.  TT  TT  August  10,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  ’ 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 


General  : I am  desired  by  General  Lee  to  inform  you  that  he  wishes 
an  artillery  force  organized  under  Colonel  Brown,  under  the  direction 
oi  General  Pendleton,  for  service  or  your  side  of  the  river  (James),  and 
General  Pendleton  with  the  remainder  of  the  reserve  artillery  to  r^urn 
immediately  to  this  side  of  James  Eiver. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[A.  L.  LONG,] 
Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Spec^l  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

T rr  A o . • August  10,  1862. 

1.  Maj.Gen.G.  W.  Smith,  having  reported  for  duty,  is  assigned  to  the 
division  composed  of  the  brigades  commanded  by  Brigadier-Generals 
Bodes,  Garland,  G.  B.  Anderson,  Eipley,  and  Colonel  Colquitt. 

^ * * * * * * 

By  command  of  General  Lee: 


[E.  H.  CHILTON,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

informed  by  General  Longstreet  that  all  the  con- 
scripts t^t  have  arrived  from  South  Carolina  have  been  assigned  to 

Sarwfthat^^ll  McLaws’ division,  and  that  they  constitute 

bSes“wilf . ” arrive  from  the  State.  The  other  South  Carolina 
brigades  will  consequently  be  without  recruits.  I had  desired  that 
divided  between  Kershaw’s  and  Jenkins’  bri 
bin  f ® tliem  with  the  others  from  the  State  as  far  as  possi- 

service^^**^*^  inform  me  if  it  can  be  so  arranged  without  injury  to  the 

sbmfm  bf  vacancies  among  the  regimental  officers 

t t a of  regiments  are  now 

S fiZwiL®  f importance  that  they  should  have,  if  possible, 

them  complement  of  officers,  many  being  absent  sick.  Eecruits  are 
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arriving  for  some  of  the  regiments  that  remain,  which  also  require  all 
their  officers.  Can  this  be  attended  to  to-day?  All  tbe  reports  and 
recommendations  on  this  subject  have  been  forwarded  to  your  office 
that  have  been  received  by  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  ^^^orthern  Virginia, 

ISIo.  179.  j August  11,  1862. 

I.  Brigadier-General  Pettigrew,  having  reported  for  duty,  is  assigned 
to  command  of  the  brigade  now  commanded  by  Col.  Junius  Daniel,  of 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill’s  command,  to  whom  he  will  report. 

#**###* 

By  command  of  General  Lee; 

[K.  H.  CHTLTOl^,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  I^^orthern  Virginia, 

August  12,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : It  is  reported  to  these  headquarters  that  the  enemy  is 
advancing  by  the  way  of  Malvern  Hill.  General  Lee  directs  me  to  say 
that  he  desires  you  to  proceed  at  once  to  New  Market,  and  make  such 
disposition  of  your  troops  as  may  be  necessary  to  oppose  the  enemy  and 
drive  him  back. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  12,  1862. 

Col.  John  S.  Preston,  Columbia,  S.  C.: 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  do  all  in  your 
power  toward  collecting  and  forwarding  to  Kichmond  the  men  subject 
to  military  duty  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  16,  1862.  The 
regiments  from  South  Caroliua  are  much  reduced  by  sickness  and 
battle,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  their'  depleted  ranks  should  be 
filled.  General  Orders,  No.  30,  from  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General,  directs  that  assignments,  when  made  at  camps  of 
instruction,  shall  be  proportioned  among  all  the  regiments  of  the  State. 

By  letter  of  yesterday’s  date  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  in- 
forms me  that  the  conscripts  from  South  Carolina  have  been  ordered 
here,  and  that  the  entire  subject  of  assignment  has  been  committed  to 
me.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  you  will  forward  them  to  Kichmond  I will 
order  them  to  the  several  regiments  from  the  State,  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  received  from  the  Department. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

^ , -r,  TT  TT  ^ , August  12,  1862. 

General  D.  H.  Hill,  Commanding^  &g.  : 

General  : The  resignation  of  General  Martin  has  not  been  accepted 
and  he  has  been  directed  by  the  Department  to  report  to  me  for  duty! 
1 have  instructed  him  to  report  to  you  for  further  orders,  and  desire 
you  to  assign  him  to  the  command  of  the  troops  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina.  1 wish  him  to  render  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  toward 
collecting  and  enrolling  the  men  in  the  State  liable  to  military  duty 
so  that  the  ranks  of  the  North  Carolina  regiments  may  be  speedily 
recruited.  After  this  the  surplus  should  be  collected  at  camps  of  in- 
struction and  organized  and  prepared  for  active  service  in  the  field. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

^ ^ ^ Headquarters,  August  12,  1862. 

General  Fitz.  Lee,  t j 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade : 

General:  It  is  so  difficult  to  procure  forage  at  Hanover  Court- 
House  I would  suggest  you  change  your  position  to  where  it  can  be 
more  conveniently  obtained.  In  the  event  of  your  seeirm  an  opnor 
tunity  to  strike  a favorable  blow  at  the  enemy,  provided  he  comes 
within  your  reach,  you  are  authorized  to  do  so.  It  is  desirable  that 
your  horses  should  not  be  exhausted,  and  that  you  should  not  leave 
uncovered  the  approach  to  the  railroad  or  Richmond. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

S;7-^PPlications  will  be  made  to  the  superintendent  of  the  tele- 
graph line  tor  an  operator. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  August  13,  1862. 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

General  : M^jor  Lewis’  battery  of  32-pounders  is,  I fear,  too  much 
exposed  on  the  other  side  of  the  Appomattox,  being  difficult  to  remove. 
I desire  them  to  be  returned  again  this  side  of  the  James,  and  Major 
Lewis  ordered  to  report  to  General  Pendleton. 

32-pounders  alluded  to  in  your  telegram  were  those 
•ent  by  Colonel  Rhett  for  the  defenses  on  the  Appomattox. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

J . Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

f^.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

i Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

, General:  I desire  you  to  select  from  the  troops  under  your  com- 
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maud  some  of  your  most  reliable  and  intelligent  men  and  send  tbcm 
down  the  south  side  of  James  Eiver,  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  and  ascertain  the  truthfulness  of  the  report  made  by  the  English 
deserter  of  the  embarkation  of  a part  of  McClellan’s  army.  It  is  of 
the  first  importance  that  I should  be  advised  positively  on  this  point, 
as  our  own  movements  must  be  in  a measure  regulated  by  those  of  that 
army.  The  scouts  that  you  send  should  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
enemy,  watch  their  movements  narrowly  and  unceasingly,  and  report 
immediately  anything  of  importance  that  should  occur. 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  14,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  the  regimental  colors  of  the 
Twelfth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  taken  by  General  Longstreet’s 
division  in  the  late  battles  before  Eichmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


E.  E.  LEE, 


General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  13,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Hood, 

Goimnanding  Division : 

General  : Having  received  information  that  Burnside’s  forces  have 
left  Fredericksburg  to  join  Pope,  unless  you  know  to  the  contrary  I 
desire  you  to  march  at  once  with  your  command  to  Gordons ville  and 
report  to  General  Longstreet, 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Aiigust  13,  1862. 

General  Stuart, 

Commandmg  Cavalry : 

I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  saj^  that  he  has  been  informed  that 
the  force  which  was  at  Fredericksburg  under  General  Burnside  has  joined 
that  under  General  Pope.  He  desires  you  to  ascertain  the  truthfulness 
of  this  report,  and  if  it  is  found  to  be  so  he  wishes  you  to  leave  a suffi- 
cient cavalry  force  in  your  present  front  to  observe  the  moyements  of 
the  enemy,  afford  protection  to  the  railroad,  &c.,  and  to  move  with  the 
main  body  of  the  cavalry  now  with  3^011  to  Gordoiisville,  and  report  for 
duty  to  Major-General  Longstreet  in  event  of  his  absence. 

I am,  (See., 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  181.  ( August  13,  18(32. 

****### 

VI.  Major-General  Longstreet,  with  his  command,  consisting  of  Kem- 
per’s, Jenkins’,  Pickett’s,  Wilcox’s,  Pryor’s,  Featherston’s,  D.  E.  Jones’, 
Toombs’,  Drayton’s,  and  Evans’  brigades,  will  proceed  without  delay 
by  cars  of  Virginia  Central  Eailroad  to  Gordonsville,  making  his  requi- 
sitions upon  the  staff  departments  for  transportation  and  all  supplies 
required  for  efficient  service  of  his  troops  in  the  field. 

VII.  Brigadier-General  Hood,  with  his  command,  consisting  of  Whit- 
ing’s and  Hood’s  brigades,  will  proceed  by  Fredericksburg  Eailroad  to 
Hanover  Junction,  and  there,  selecting  an  eligible  camp,  hold  his  com- 
mand in  readiness  for  field  service. 

**#*##* 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  182.  3 August  14,  1862. 

* * ^ * * *■ 

II.  The  First  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [T.  J.]  Glover,  and  the  Twenty-second  Eegiment  South  Caro- 
lina Volunteers,  Colonel  [S.  D.]  Goodlett,  will  proceed  by  railroad  to 
Gordonsville  and  report  to  Major-General  Longstreet. 

***«=##* 

V.  The  Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jones,  will  proceed  to  Dre wry’s  Bluff  and  report  to  Brigadier- General 
Martin  for  assignment  to  a brigade  by  General  D.  H.  Hill. 

yi.  The  Forty-second  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  Col.  George  C. 
Gibbs  commanding,  will  proceed  to  Drewry’s  Bluff  and  report  to  Brig- 
adier-General Martin  for  assignment  to  a brigade  by  General  D.  H. 
Hill. 

******* 

VIII.  The  company  of  cavalry  at  present  guarding  prisoners  at  Belle 
Isle  are  hereby  relieved,  and  will  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H. 
Hill,  commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina,  at  Petersburg,  Va. 
******* 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters,  near  Eichmond,  Va., 

August  14,  1862.  (Eeceived  August  16,  1862.) 
Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Seeretary  of  War : 

General  : Your  letter  of  this  date  is  received.*  From  every  indi- 
cation it  appears  that  McClellan’s  forces  on  James  Eiver  are  being 
withdrawn  and  sent  to  re-en(’orce  Pope.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
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think  it  will  be  necessary  to  withdraw  E.  H.  Anderson’s  division  from 
Drewry’s  Bluff  and  send  it  in  the  direction  of  Gordonsville.  Colonel 
Gibb’s  regiment  and  the  Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina  Eegiment  (Colonel 
[H.  C.]  Jones)  had  better  be  ordered  for  the  present  to  that  i)oint.  In 
case  Anderson  is  removed  these  troops  will  serve  for  the  deiense  of 
Drewry’s  Bluff ; and  since  they  are  new,  they  can  be  drilled  and  ac- 
customed to  camp,  &c. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE 

General. 


Headquarters,  August  14,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

(Eeceived  August  16,  1862.) 

General  James  Longstreet, 

Commanding^  (fee.,  Gordonsville^  Ya.: 

General:  Your  note  of  6.30  p.  m.  yesterday  is  just  received.  At 
this  distance,  without  knowing  the  position  or  strength  of  the  enemy, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  decide  the  question  you  propose.  I incline, 
however,  to  the  right- flank  movement.  The  easiest  way  of  accomplish- 
ing that  I should  prefer.  You,  being  on  the  spot,  with  all  information 
before  you  and  the  benefit  of  consultation  with  officers  acquainted 
with  the  ground  and  circumstances,  must  use  your  own  judgment  and 
determine. 

As  soon  as  I learned  yesterday  that  Burnside  had  left  Fredericks- 
burg I ordered  Hood  to  march  and  report  to  you.  Send  him  word  to 
what  point  to  direct  his  march.  You  can  stop  the  trooi3S  in  transit 
from  here  at  Louisa,  if  you  think  fit,  and  direct  them  to  move  toward 
the  Eai^pahannock. 

I have  directed  Stuart  to  get  ready  his  cavalry  to  move  on.  I have 
proposed,  as  I informed  you  when  here,  to  send  Stuart  by  the  right  to 
sweep  around  by  the  enemy’s  rear  and  cut  his  communications  wlien  we 
get  ready  to  move,  keeping  Jackson’s  cavalry  on  our  left  and  in  the 
enemy’s  front  to  disguise  the  movement.  Is  there  any  objection  to 
this?  If  so,  Stuart  must  be  directed  otherwise.  I mention  this  because 
in  your  letter,  after  speaking  of  the  movement  forw^ard,  you  say  ‘Hhe 
cavalry  will  be  necessary  on  the  other  flank,”  by  which  I infer  you 
mean  the  left.  It  is  all-important  that  our  movement,  in  whatever 
direction  it  is  determined,  should  be  as  quick  as  possible.  I fear  Gen- 
eral Pope  can  be  re-enforced  quicker  than  ourselves  j prepare  accord- 
ingly. Order  the  transportation  of  the  respective  brigades  to  the  point 
on  the  railroad  you  wish  the  troops  to  halt. 

I had  arranged  to  leave  in  the  cars  to-morrow  morning  at  4 o’clock 
to  join  you.  Let  me  know  where  I shall  find  you.  I should  like,  if 
convenient,  to  see  Jackson,  too. 

Most  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  14,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Hood, 

Commanding  Division^  &c. : 

General:  I am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that  orders  have 
been  sent  you  both  by  telegraxih  and  courier  to  i)roceed  at  once  to  join 
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General  Longstreet.  He  has  been  informed  of  your  advance  and  will 
inform  me  to  what  point  you  will  proceed.  It  is  presumed  you  will  be 
directed  to  march  to  some  point  on  the  Eapidan  above  the  Germanna 
Mills,  about  Eaccoon  Ford. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary, 


Headquarters  Army  of 

General  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  Division^  (&c.  : 


Northern  Viroinia, 
August  14,  1862. 


General:  I propose  joining  that  portion  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  now  under  General  Longstreet,  and  expect  to  leave  here  to- 
morrow. In  my  absence  you  will  be  the  senior  officer  with  this  wing 
of  the  army,  and  I request  you  to  direct  its  operations.  For  all  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  defense  of  Eichmond,  James  Eiver,  its  ap- 
proaches, &c.,  you  will  give  directions  to  Generals  D.  H.  Hill  and  E.  H. 
Anderson,  stationed  on  the  south  side  of  James  Eiver.  General  D H 
Hill  is  in  command  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  which  has 
been  extended  from  the  Cape  Fear  to  the  James  Eiver,  and  that  armv 
has  been  united  to  this.  From  your  general  knowledge  of  the  affairs 
of  this  army,  its  objects  and  position,  I deem  no  instructions  necessarv 
beyond  the  necessity  of  holding  Eichmond  to  the  last  extremity,  should 
any  attack  be  made  upon  it.  The  lines  of  defense  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  must  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  every  attention  given 
to  the  organization,  instruction,  and  discipline  of  the  troops.  Tri- 
monthly returns  of  the  troops  are  required  by  existing  orders,  and  I 
wish  you  would  cause  a consolidated  return  of  the  four  divisions  with 
you  to  be  forwarded  to  me.  Should  you  be  able  to  ascertain  whether 
General  McClellan  is  diminishing  his  force  at  his  present  position  please 
let  me  know,  and  to  what  points  they  are  being  sent.  It  may  be  neces- 
sary in  that  event  to  reduce  our  own  force  correspondingly  or  to  with- 
draw it  entirely.  I wish  you  to  keep  this  contingency  constantly  in 
view.  Generals  D.  H.  Hill  and  Hampton  have  instructions  to  keep  out 
scouts  and  to  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  ascertain  General 
McClellan’s  movements.  Lieut.  Col.  E.  P.  Alexander  has  undertaken 
measures  to  the  same  end. 


I am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


P.  S.— My  headquarters  will  first  be  at  Gordonsville. 

E.  E.  L. 


Headquarters,  August  14,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  H.  Anderson, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I desire  you  to  prepare  your  division  to  proceed  to  Gor- 
donsville as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished  on  the  railroad. 
Your  wagons  and  artillery  will  march,  and  can  be  i)laced  on  the  road 
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as  soon  as  ready.  I need  not  call  to  yoiir  attention  the  necessity  of  re- 
stricting the  baggage  of  your  division  according  to  existing  orders. 
Your  transportation  will  necessarily  be  restricted  to  the  standard  estab- 
lished, and  all  surplus  baggage  wagous  and  teams  must  be  turned  in  to 
the  quartermaster’s  department.  Your  personal  attention  is  requested 
to  this  matter.  I suggest  that  you  take  summer  tents  or  flies  in  such 
number  as  may  be  actually  necessary  to  cover  your  men. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Si.  S.  LSS, 

General. 


Gordonsville,  Ya.,  August  15,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

Please  put  General  E.  H.  Anderson’s  division  in  motion  to-morrow. 
Direct  him  to  halt  at  Louisa  Court-House  j orders  will  meet  him  there. 
I move  to-morrow  toward  Eapidan. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


[Indorsement.] 


To  the  Adjutant -General  : 


If  the  order  has  not  been  given,  let  it  be  done  immediately  and  all 
the  arrangements  be  made. 

[JEFFEESO^T  DAVIS.J 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

August  15,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 


Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 


General  : The  inclosed  order  has  just  been  received,  with  a copy 
for  General  Anderson,  which  is  sent  direct  to  him  to  avoid  delay. 

The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  that  he  desires 
you  at  once  to  supply  from  your  command  the  troops  necessary  to 
occupy  the  positions  now  held  by  General  Anderson. 

The  division  of  General  Smith  will  be  moved  nearer  to  the  pontoon 
bridge,  and  wall  take  position  so  as  to  be  advanced  readily,  either  to 
the  support  of  General  McLaws  or  of  your  troops,  in  case  of  attack. 

For  the  protection  of  the  fortiQcations  at  Drewry’s  Blutt',  and  the 
completion  of  the  lines  of  intrenchments  already  commenced  on  that 
side,  it  is  thought  that  at  least  3,000  effective  men  will  be  requisite  to 
supply  the  place  of  General  Anderson’s  division.  The  matter,  however, 
is  intrusted  to  your  judgment.  The  at  present  limited  information  of 
the  major-general  commanding  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  your 
forces  would  not  enable  him  to  give  more  explicit  directions,  even  if 
he  deemed  it  necessary. 

He  requests  that  you  will  at  the  earliest  moment  inform  him  as  to 
your  action  in  this  matter,  as  well  as  fully  in  regard  to  the  dispositions 
of  your  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

SA]\IL.  W.  MELTON, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  190.  I Richmond,,  August  15,  1862. 

* * * # * * 

XXVIII.  Maj.  Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson  will  proceed  with  his  command, 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  to  Louisa  Court-House,  Va.,  where  he 
will  halt  and  await  further  orders  from  the  commanding  general. 
***#•%** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters, 

Randolphs  House,,  August  16,  1862 — 1 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding,  Petersburg,  &c. : 

General  : Your  note  of  to-day  is  just  received.  It  is  not  intended 
to  give  up  Petersburg.  I supposed  that  Martin’s  brigade  was  a part  of 
Anderson’s  division,  and  that  the  orders  from  the  War  Department 
removed  all  the  troops  protecting  the  batteries  at  Dre wry’s  Bluff. 

Please  send  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  statement  of  your  forces 
and  disposition  of  troops  asked  for  in  my  note  of  last  night.  I have  no 
information  to  go  upon.  If  you  can’t  furnish  the  troops  without  giving 
up  Petersburg,  do  not  send  them. 

Please  direct  General  Martin  to  report  all  matters  of  interest  con- 
cerning the  movements  of  the  enemy  to  me,  and  between  us  we  must 
take  care  of  Drewry’s  Bluff’  batteries  and  the  obstructions. 

Did  you  receive  my  letter  of  yesterday  morning,  sent  by  Colonel 
Gilmer! 

Can  you  meet  me  either  here  or  at  Drewry’s  any  time  within  a day  or 
two  ? 


Yours,  very  truly. 


G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-General. 


Gates’  Mii^l,  on  Falling  Creek, 

Near  Richmond,  Va.,  August  16,  1862. 

Col.  R.  H.  Chilton, 

• Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  D.  N.  Ya. : 

Colonel  : In  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  the  commanding-general  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  I yesterday  accomi)anied  Maj.  Gen.  G. 
W.  Smith  and  Polonel  Gilmer  in  an  inspection  of  the  field  works  at  and 
near  Drewry’s  Bluff*.  It  will  require  another  week  to  complete  these 
works,  and  Colonel  Gilmer  thinks  thatthose  nearthe  bluff'  need  strength- 
ening by  some  additions  and  by  deepening  and  enlarging  the  ditches. 
The  main  force  is  now  engaged  upon  the  works  on  the  extreme  right, 
resting  on  Proctor’s  Creek.  If  the  additions  suggested  by  Colonel  Gil- 
mer are  carried  out,  it  will  require,  I think,  as  much  as  ten  days  or  two 
weeks  to  complete  the  whole. 

During  the  past  excessively  hot  weather  I have  required  only  eight 
hours’  work  a day  from  the  troops.  I will  increase  the  time  to  ten  hours. 
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I beg  respectfully  to  refer  you  to  Colonel  Gilmer  for  Ms  opinions  and 
suggestions. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  ANDERSON, 

Major-  General^  Provisional  Army. 


Petersburg,  Va.,  August  16,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Bichmond^  Va.: 

A lieutenant  sent  down  to  count  the  enemy’s  vessels  reports  that  from 
1 p.  m.  yesterday  up  to  this  morning  108  vessels  passed  down  the  river 
and  8 up ; only  5 are  reported  with  troops.  The  Monitor,  5 gunboats, 
and  4 schooners  are  visible  at  Berkeley.  This  has  been  telegraphed  to 
General  Lee. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Brigadier- General. 


Petersburg,  Va.,  August  16, 1862. 

It  is  reported  by  my  courier  that  the  enemy  have  a pontoon  bridge 
across  the  Chickahominy  and  are  there  in  force.  From  three  sources 
we  have  the  departure  of  the  fleet. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Brigadier-  General. 


August  17, 1862. 


His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

Dear  Sir:  I found  on  getting  to  the  telegraph  office  a dispatch  from 
General  Hill  announcing  that  the  enemy  had  gone  from  the  south  side 
of  the  river  and  could  not  be  seen  on  the  north  side.  I repeated  the 
telegram  to  General  Lee  and  asked  if  McLaws’  division  should  not  be 
brought  to  the  railroad.  He  has  not  answered,  and  in  the  mean  time 
General  Smith  has  announced  that  he  has  ordered  General  McLaws  to 
make  a reconnaissance  and  will  report  the  result.  Armistead’s  brigade 
went  up  yesterday  and  the  rest  of  Anderson’s  division  will  go  up  to-day 
and  to-morrow.  We  shall  probably  receive  definite  reports  before  the 
road  is  clear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  August  17,  1862. 
Major-General  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

Commanding.,  &c. : 

Move  forward  your  division  with  the  least  delay  i)racticable  to  re  en- 
force  General  Lee  at  Gordonsville.  Trains  will  be  in  readiness  in  this 
city  to  take  the  troops  as  they  arrive.  I iuclose  a dispatch  just  received 
from  General  Lee,  by  which  you  will  be  governed  in  sendiug  forward 
the  other  divisions  of  your  command. 

Very  truly, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-General. 
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Eichmond,  Ya.,  August  17, 1862. 

General  Eobert  E.  Lee, 

GordonsviUcj  Va.: 

General  D.  H.  Hill  telegraphed  at  10.30  o^clock  last  night  that  ^Hhere 
is  no  enemy  now  on  this  side  of  the  James  Eiver,  and  no  indications  ol 
his  presence  on  the  other  side.^^  Shall  we  move  McLaws  toward  the 
railroad  ? 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH,  ’ 
Secretary  of  War. 


Eichmond,  August  22, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  : I have  received  your  letter  of  21st,''  giving  me  authority  to  pub- 
lish letters  regarding  the  evacuation  of  Norfolk,  “ provided  they  are  ac- 
companied by  your  letter  to  General  Lee  written  previous  to  that  of 
May  3,  in  which  a less  favorable  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  holding 
Norfolk  is  expressed.” 

I cannot  identify  the  letter  alluded  to  by  this  description,  and  can  find 
none  on- the  files  of  the  War  Office  corresponding  to  this  description. 

Unless  this  letter  can  be  furnished  me  the  proviso  prevents  my  pub- 
lishing any  other  on  the  subject.  I beg  the  letter  may  be  furnished, 
or  the  proviso  withdrawn  or  modified. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGEE, 

Major-General. 


[First  indorsement.] 

Eespectfully  referred  to  the  President. 

Can  the’  President  identify  the  letter  more  accurately  than  the  Sec- 
retary has  been  able  to  do  ? 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Second  indorsement.] 

The  files  of  the  War  Department  would  not  contain  a letter  addressed 
to  General  Lee.  General  HugePs  letter-book  probably  would.  It  might 
be  obtained  by  application  to  General  Lee,  if  the  letter-book  of  General 
Huger  does  not  contain  it. 

J.  D. 


Eichmond,  August  25, 1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : As  requested  in  yours  of  the  19th  instant  I send  you  a copy  of 
my  letter  to  General  Lee,  dated  Norfolk,  29th  April,  1862. 

I should  state  that  the  copy  of  the  letter  I had  retained  was  addressed 
to  General  Johnston,  and  indorsed  “ a similar  letter  of  this  date  sent  to 


* Not  found.  The  “ letters-seut  books ’’  of  the  Confederate  War  Department  dur- 
ing tbe  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  1862,  are  not  on  file  in  the  “Confederate 
Archives.” 
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General  Lee ; no  other  copy  kept.”  The  first  paragraph  or  two  may 
not  exactly  correspond  with  the  letter  forwarded  to  General  Lee.  The 
letter  is,  however,  substantially  the  same.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement  No.  1.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  President.  Is  this  the  letter  to  General 
Lee  referred  to  by  the  President  ? 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Indorsement  No.  2.] 

The  substance  seems  to  be  that  which  I recollect  to  have  received. 
The  letter  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  identical. 

J.  D. 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Afpril  29,  1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding.,  (&c.  : 

General:  I yesterday  received  a letter  from  General  J.  E.  John- 
ston informing  me  the  enemy  seems  preparing  to  attack  Yorktown  with 
a powerful  artillery,  and  we  may  be  compelled  to  abandon  the  Penin- 
sula. He  desires  me  to  be  prepared  for  such  a contingency. 

For  a week  past  the  enemy  has  kept  a bngade  afloat  near  Elizabeth 
City,  which  can  move  to  any  point  on  Chowan  River.  This  force  landed 
on  the  night  of  the  18th  instant  and  marched  on  South  Mills,  where 
they  were  met  by  the  Third  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteets  and  lour 
pieces  of  artillery  and  repulsed  with  great  loss.  They  have  been  re- 
enforced during  the  week  and  are  now  afloat  to  the  south  of  me.  If 
the  enemy  gets  possession  of  the  James  River,  and  can  have  a moving 
force  on  it  to  land  where  he  pleases,  I do  not  see  how  I am  to  prevent 
him  from  landing,  and  if  they  get  possession  of  the  country  west  of  this 
place,  through  which  the  railroads  pass,  as  well  as  the  waters  on  the 
other  three  sides,  any  escape  from  here  is  very  doubtful. 

It  would  not  do  to  give  up  any  part  of  this  position,  as  they  would 
at  once  occupy  it,  and  I cannot  begin  to  move  the  public  ])roperty. 
The  guns  scattered  at  the  difierent  batteries  could  not  be  moved  with 
our  means  in  weeks,  and  where  move  them  to?  The  ammunition  could 
be  destroyed  when  not  wanted.  As  to  the  valuable  establishment  of 
the  navy-yard,  which  has  more  public  property  than  the  rest  of  the 
country,  it  is  not  under  my  control,  and  others  must  determine  cou- 
cerning  it. 

I do  not  see  what  preparations  I can  make  for  the  contingency,  but 
to  repel  every  attack  as  promptly  as  possible  and  defend  the  position 
as  long  as  I can.  When  they  have  the  waters  on  both  sides  of  me,  you 
can  calculate  how  long  I can  hold  out  as  well  as  I can. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

Major-  General. 


For  the  letters  to  Johnston  and  Lee  of  April  29,  see  j).  474. 
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Embracing  communications,  etc.,  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  proper 

sequence. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 

No.  35.  ) Bapidan^  March  25,  1862. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.  Winder,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  now  commanded 
by  Col.  George  B.  Anderson. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  division 
now  acting  under  his  orders. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston  : 

THOS.  G.  RHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  5.  ) Richmond^  Fa.,  April  11,  1862. 

The  following  order  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  is  promulgated  for 
the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned  : 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  Virginia, 

Bichmond,  April  11,  1862. 

The  whole  militia  of  the  State  having  been  called  into  service  by  proclamation  of 
the  Governor  of  March  10,  1862,  such  volunteers  as  refuse  to  re-enlist  and  are  dis- 
charged from  service  fall  at  once  into  the  militia,  and  must  be  immediately  drafted 
into  service  at  the  points  of  rendezvous  where  such  volunteers  are  discharged,  and, 
if  practicable,  into  the  same  companies  to  which  they  lately  belonged. 

Bv  command : 

WM.  H.  RICHARDSON, 

Adjutan  t-  Gen  era  1. 


By  order  of  General  Lee : 


T.  A.  WASHINGTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Inspector-General^s  Office,  Dept.  Northern  Virginia, 

• Richmond^  April  16,  1862. 

General  Pendleton,  Commanding  Artillery : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  General  Johnston  to  saj"  that  he  wishes 
you  to  march  as  many  of  your  artillery  command  by  laud  to  tlie  Penin- 
sula as  you  can  possibly  get  off.  The  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  in 
that  quarter  are  such  that  he  deems  it  imperative  to  hurry  your  artil- 
lery down  at  once.  All  that  you  are  obliged  to  leave  can  go  by  water. 
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He  directs  me,  further,  to  say  that  he  wishes  your  command  to  march 
by  the  river  road,  through  Williamsburg,  in  the  direction  of  Lebanon 
Church,  some  10  miles  beyond. 

Col.  Larkin  Smith,  depot  quartermaster-general,  will  furnish  you  with 
a guide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  HAKVIE, 

Captj  Assistant  Inspector- General,  Dept  of  Northern  Virginia, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  | 

May  6,  1802. 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes 
you  to  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  re^r,  as  he  has  received 
information  that  the  enemy  in  large  forces  have  passed  through  Will- 
iamsburg, and  as  you  are  9 miles  off  he  wishes  you  to  send  back  some 
two  or  tliree  brigades  (artillery  and  infantry)  some  distance  on  the  road, 
so  as  to  be  nearer  to  the  scene  of  action.  General  Pettigrew^s  brigade 
cannot  be  spared,  as  LongstreeUs  division  is  out  of  ammunition  and 
cannot  find  their  wagons  to  get  more.  The  general  wishes  you  to  give 
orders  to  Colonel  Lee  (commanding  regiment  of  cavalry),  and  see  that  j 
York  Eiver  is  well  picketed,  so  as  to  give  early  information  of  the  land-  \ 
ing  of  troops  or  movements  on  the  river. 

Eespectfully, 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Ordnance  Office,  Richmond.,  May  25,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  N.  Pendleton, 

Chief  of  Artillery  : 

General  : I have  been  at  5,  6,  7,  and  8 since  7 o^clock.  Major  De 
Gournay’s  battalion  occupies  6 and  has  a guard  at  No.  5.  Major  I 
Moore  and  Major  Boggs  are  at  No.  7,  and  Captain  Lane  with  several 
companies  is  at  i7o.  8.  Two  siege  guns  (medium  navy)  are  on  their  way  / 
to  No.  7 ; three  12-pounder  rifle  guns  on  their  way  to  No.  6,  and  one  8-inch  i 
siege  howitzer  on  its  way  to  No.  5.  Ammunition  for  these,  of  course,  J 
accompanies  them.  Lumber  and  carpenters  are  also  moving  to  Nos.  6 I 
and  7 and  5.  A company  from  Petersburg,  Captain  Kevill,  has  just  I 
reported  with  four  guns,  two  12-pounder  rifle  and  two  8 inch  siege  how-  i 
itzers,  but  without  horses. 

1 would  like  very  much  to  see  you  ; called  at  your  headquarters  as  I ' 
was  coming  in.  Will  meet  you,  of  course,  at  any  place  and  hour  you  j 
may  designate.  A number  of  the  companies  which  came  from  Camp  J 
Lee  have  a few  guns  each.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  take  the  guns  to  be  » 
located  ab  proper  points  in  the  neighborhood  of  batteries,  at  least  till 
the  latter  are  prepared  ? It  never  rains  but  it  pours ; yesterday  at  this 
time  I could  not  get  a man,  and  now  there  are  some  2,000  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  EHETT, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Battery. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  IIi^^orthern  Virginia, 

No.  58.  j Richmond j May  29,  1862. 

The  commanding  general  has  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  the  army 
another  brilliant  success  won  by  the  skill  and  courage  of  our  generals 
and  troops  in  the  Valley. 

The  combined  divisions  of  Major-Generals  Jackson  and  Ewell,  com- 
manded by  the  former  and  constituting  a part  of  this  army,  after  a long, 
arduous,  and  rapid  march,  attacked  and  routed  the  Federal  forces  under 
Major-General  Banks  successively  at  Front  Eoyal,  Middleburg,  and 
Winchester,  taking  several  thousands  of  prisoners  and  an  immense 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  stores  of  all  descriptions.  The  Federal 
Army  has  been  dispersed  and  driven  ignominiously  from  the  Valley  of 
the  Shenandoah,  and  those  who  have  freed  the  loyal  citizens  of  that 
district  by  their  patriotic  valor  have  again  earned,  as  they  will  receive, 
the  thanks  of  a grateful  country. 

In  making  this  glorious  announcement  on  the  eve  of  the  desperate 
struggle  about  to  ensue,  the  commanding  general  does  not  deem  it  nec- 
essary to  invoke  the  troops  of  this  army  to  emulate  the  deeds  of  their 
noble  comrades  in  the  Valley.  He  feels  already  assured  of  their  de- 
termined purpose  to  make  illustrious  in  history  the  part  they  are  soon 
to  act  in  the  impending  drama. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 

. Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Artillery  Corps, 
Oahwood  Cemetery ^ May  30,  1862 — 7.30  p.  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General  : I venture  to  offer  a suggestion  based  upon  some  informa- 
tion respecting  the  Chickahominy  Eiver.  It  is  said  to  rise  immediately 
after  a rain  like  this  and  to  continue  in  flood  some  twenty-four  hours. 
Would  not  this  seem  a providence  to  place  all  the  Yankee  force  this 
side  that  stream  almost  certainly  in  your  power  ? Might  not  an  active, 
sudden,  and  adequate  movement  of  troops  to-night  and  at  dawn  in  the 
morning  so  overwhelm  the  divisions  confronting  General  Hill  as  to  crush 
and  capture  them  with  next  to  certainty  ? I submit  it  with  great  dt‘f- 
erence.  Your  judgment  will,  I know,  determine  sagaciously  on  the 
subject. 

Yours,  most  truly, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier -General^  &c. 


Headquarters, 
Hughes’’  Souse,  June  2, 1862. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : I regret  to  inform  you  that  General  Smith  finds  himself 
utterly  unable  to  endure  the  mental  excitement  incident  to  his  actual 
presence  with  the  army.  Nothing  but  duty  under  fire  could  possibly 
keep  him  up,  and  there  is  danger  of  his  entire  prostration.  He  goes  to 
town  to-day  to  gain  a few  days’  respite.  All  business  and  all  exciting 
questions  must  be  kept  from  him  for  awhile.  Major  Melton  will  ac- 
company hini  to  prevent,  while  it  is  necessary,  all  such  intrusion. 

Since  writing  the  above  I have  again  seen  the  general,  and  am  pained 
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to  learn  that  partial  paralysis  has  already  commenced.  The  case  is 
critical  and  the  danger  imminent.  I will  add  a line  in  a few  moments 
in  reference  to  general  condition  of  affairs. 

I am,  general,  with  high  regard,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JASPER  S.  WHITING, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General^  Acting  Engineer. 


Headquarters  Right  Wing, 

Thorne’s^  June  12,  1862. 

General  Pendleton  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  report  of  the  number  of 
guns  under  Colonel  Lee’s  command  now  in  position,  and  Colonel  Cabell 
has  been  ordered  to  relieve  them.  He  has  only  ten  guns  to  relieve 
twelve.  Of  these,  two  are  32-pounders,  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  two 
are  24-ponuder  howitzers,  and  four  are  6 pounder  gnus.  Colonel  Cabell 
hopes  you  will  forward,  as  soon  as  practicable,  as  many  guns  as  you  can 
spare,  the  guns  removed  being  so  much  superior  in  caliber,  &c.,  to  the 
guns  he  is  to  put  in  position. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Cabell. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  M.  VENABLE, 

, Adjutayit. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  21,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Pendleton, 

Commanding  Artillery : 

General  : General  Lee  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  much  obliged  to 
you  for  your  letter  of  this  evening,  just  received. 

General  Huger  may  want  more  held  artillery  to  hold  his  front,  and 
General  Lee  requests  that  you  will  see  that  it  is  supi)lied,  should  his 
supposition  be  correct.  General  Lee  desires  you  also  to  have  all  your 
reserve  artillery  parked  on  the  different  fronts,  w'here  it  can  be  conven- 
iently and  rapidly  brought  into  action  when  necessary.  He  will  rely 
greatly  upon  the  good  use  of  artillery  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  should 
he  advance  against  our  weakened  lines,  and  he  requests  that  you  will 
give  your  constant  and  unremitting  attention  to  this  matter. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Magruder’s  Headquarters, 

June  23,  1862. 

General  Pendleton  : 

General  : I think  so  liir  as  the  number  of  pieces  is  concerned  there 
is  sufticieiit,  but  several  of  the  batteries  are  not  efficient;  for  instance, 
Page’s,  Young’s,  and  W.  Jones’  batteries  together  constitute  but  one 
battery  of  six  i)ieces.  Page  has  not  sufticient  men  to  man  his  guns 
(three  pieces).  Richardson  has  two  32-pounder  guns,  not  suited  for  held 
service.  Jordan’s  battery  has  three  32-p()under  howitzers  and  one  12- 
pounder  gun.  The  above-mentioned  batteries,  with  Moody’s  and  Read’s, 
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coDstitute  the  reserve  artillery  (twenty-two  pieces),  of  which  I consider 
only  Mocdy^s,  Eead^s,  and  Jordan^s  batteries  efficient  for  field  service. 
I would  like  another  battery,  or  have  Woolfolk’s  battery  replaced  by 
heavier  ^uns,  so  I could  consider  that  battery  as  one  of  my  reserve  bat- 
teries. i should  mention  tha.t  each  brigade  of  Magruder’s  division  has 
a battery,  generally  four  pieces.  If  all  the  guns  in  the  division  were 
well  manned  I consider  what  I have  ample  j but  they  are  not.  There 
should  be  several  heavy  pieces  (like  Captain  Dabney^s)  at  Mrs.  Price’s, 
and  they  would  replace  all  the  small  pieces. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  &c. 

General:  I would  suggest  a fuller  report  than  the  blank  you  sent 
me  this  evening,  at  least  to  include  the  men  for  duty  and  serviceable 
and  unserviceable  horses. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


General  E.  E.  Lee  : 


Headquarters,  June  24,  1862. 


General:  I have  just  heard,  indirectly,  that  General  Pendleton 
has  ordered  three  batteries  away  from  my  division,  leaving  five  in  the 
division,  two  of  which  are  not  fit  for  field  service.  I could  have  spared 
two  very  well  if  the  two  that  were  unfit  for  field  service  had  been  taken, 
but  would  like  to  have  as  many  as  one  for  a brigade,  and  those  fit  for  the 
field.  One  of  those  that  I have  is  without  horses  (Hearing’s)  j another 
(Stribling’s)  is  too  heavy  for  the  field.  The  Washington  Artillery  is  in 
my  command,  but  I have  always  understood  that  its  batteries  were  to 
be  unassigued,  and  it  was  my  intention  to  have  it  together  and  in  read- 
iness for  any  portion  of  the  command  that  will  move  to  the  attack,  as  a 
reserve  for  the  whole.  If  the  arrangement  can  be  made,  I am  still  of 
the  opinion  that  this  would  be  our  best  arrangement. 

Most  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  LOEGSTEEET, 

Major-General. 


[Indorsements.] 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  24,  1862. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  General  Pendleton,  commanding  Artillery 
Eeserve,  with  the  request  that  the  arrangement  may  be  made,  if  pos- 
sible, in  accordance  with  General  Longstreet’s  application. 

By  command  of  General  Lee: 

T.  M.  E.  TALCOTT, 

Major  and  Aide- de- Camp. 

General  : Colonel  Brown  will  see  you  on  this  subject.  Many  cares 
have  made  you  forget  the  arrangement  for  Colonel  Brown’s  companies. 
Captain  Hearing  I hope  to  have  strong  fsic]  for  you  to-morrow.  With 
him  you  have  ten  batteries,  allowing  one  to  each  brigade,  and  four  in 
reserve.  However,  I will  gladly  do  for  you  all  I can. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Report  of  artillery  in  Major-Genei'al  Magruder^s  division,  commandedby  Lieut.  Col.  S.  D.Lee,  June2\,  1862. 
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Station. 

Eight  of  Nine-mile  road,  near  General  .Jones’  headquarters. 
Left  of  Nine-mile  road,  in  traverse  fort,  Mrs.  Price’s  farm. 
Eight  of  Nine-mile  road,  in  redoubts  in  advance  of  BurntTavem. 
Left  of  Nine-mile  road,  in  woods  near  Mrs.  Price’s  faini. 

Left  of  Nine-mile  road,  in  traverse  fort,  Mrs.  Price’s  farm. 
Mrs.  Price’s  farm. 

Left  of  Nine-mile  road  in  clover  field,  beyond  New  Bridge  road. 

Ecdoubt  at  Burnt  Tavern. 

Left  of  Nine-mile  road,  Mrs.  Price’s  farm. 

Mrs.  Price’s. 

Left  of  Nine-mile  road  in  clover  field,  beyond  New  Bridge  road. 
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General  Pendleton  : 


In  the  Field,  June  27,  1862. 


Sir  I am  instructed  by  General  Magriider  to  say  to  you  that  great 
assistance  can  be  given  our  friends  by  placing  “ Long  Tom"”  and  all  long- 
range  pieces  you  have  in  the  rear  of  Mrs.  Christian’s.  Great  execution 
could  have  been  done  yesterday  evening  if  pieces  had  been  stationed 
there.  If  the  enemy  falls  back  he  will  retire  by  Sydner’s,  upon  which 
place  you  will  have  good  range.  If  Colonel  Davis’  cavalry  (spoken  of 
in  the  order)  is  anywhere  near  you,  please  inform  them  that  there  is  no 
support  for  the  artillery  at  Mrs.  Christian’s,  and  it  would  be  well  for 
them  to  take  post  there. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  G.  DICKmSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Pendleton  : 


Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

June  28,  1862. 


Sir  : I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  morning,  and  to  say  that  he 
entirely  approves  of  your  plans  of  disposing  of  the  heavy  guns  to  counter- 
batter  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  works,  and  has  for  some  time  desired 
to  put  up  earthworks  in  Garnett’s  fields,  which  would  place  our  artil- 
lery on  an  equal  footing  with  the  enemy’s.  Major  Stevens,  chief  engi- 
neer, was  opposed  to  this,  and  General  Magruder,  having  no  engineer 
under  his  command,  could  not  overcome  the  obstacles  which  were  inter- 
posed to  his  erecting  these  works,  and  the  working  tools  are  now  re- 
moved to  some  point  in  the  rear  in  consequence  of  General  Lee’s  orders. 

If  you  will  get  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  to  assign  an  engi- 
neer to  General  Magruder,  and  ascertain  where  the  tools  taken  by  the 
engineers  are.  General  Magruder  will  take  the  tools  and  endeavor  to 
make  some  protection  to  our  artillery  bearing  on  the  enemy’s  works  in 
our  front. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  BEY  AN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Office  of  Inspector  of  Transportation, 

Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  2,  1862. 

General  Pendleton.  Commanding  Artillery  : 

Dear  General:  I am  just  in  from  last  night’s  battle-field,  and  left 
General  Lee  at  12  o’clock  last  night.  We  suffered  severe  loss  in  ar- 
tillery horses  in  Lee’s  artillery,  Magruder’s  command.  The  general 
directed  me  to  send  out  artillery  horses  to-day,  but  I deem  it  best  to  ad- 
vise you  of  the  state  of  things,  and  suggest  respectfully  if  it  would  not 
be  better  to  send  up  fresh  artillery  to  relieve  Colonel  Lee’s  companies 
that  [suffered]  so  much  yesterday,  until  they  can  draw  new  horses  and 
refit.  If  I send  a lot  of  unbroken  horses  over  the  crowded  roads  to  hunt 
a division  in  our  army  at  present,  it  will  be  nine  to  one  if  they  reach 
their  destination  in  two  days. 

I would  further  remark  that  General  Longstreet  ordered  up  last 
44  R R— TOL  XI,  PT  III 
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night  the  Washington  Artillery,  to  be  in  position  this  morning.  They 
are  all  fresh,  not  having  yet  been  in. 

Please  let  me  have  your  views  by  the  courier. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  H.  COLE, 

Major  and  Inspector  of  Transportation. 

We  had  a heavy  battle  yesterday  with  heavy  loss,  without  fruit. 
Yours, 

A.  H.  0. 


Headquarters  Third  Division, 

On  Charles  City  Road,  at  old  church,  about  10  miles 

from  the  Williamsburg  road,  July  3,  1862. 

General  : The  batteries  of  the  division  having  been  very  badly 
treated  by  the  enemy  since  the  fight  commenced,  I have  been  obliged  to 
send  back  Captain  Bondurant’s  artillery.  Captains  Clark  and  Peyton, 
of  Miijor  Jones’  battalion,  form  only  a battery  of  six  pieces,  and  Captain 
Hardaway  burst  two  of  his  guns  j for  these  reasons  the  general  (1).  H. 
Hill)  ordered  me  to  ask  from  you  for  this  division  four  more  batteries. 
We  need  them,  and  if  they  report  here  to-morrow  morning  they  will  help 
us  very  much. 

I am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

IS.  F.  PIERSON, 

Chief  of  Artillery  of  Third  Division. 


Richmond,  July  5, 1862. 

To  the  Army  of  Eastern  Virginia  : 

Soldiers  : I congratulate  you  on  the  series  of  brilliant  victories 
w^hich,  under  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence,  you  have  lately  won,  and, 
as  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  do  heartily  tender  to  you  the 
thanks  of  the  country  whose  just  cause  you  have  so  skillfully  and  hero- 
ically served.  Ten  days  ago  an  invading  army,  vastly  superior  to  you  in 
numbers  and  in  the  material  of  war,  clo-ely  beleaguered  your  capital,  and 
vauutingly  proclaimed  its  speedy  conquest.  You  marched  toattack  the 
enemy  in  his  intrenchments  with  well-directed  movements  and  death-defy- 
ing valor.  Y'ou  charged  upon  him  in  his  strong  positions,  drove  him  from 
field  to  field  over  a distance  of  more  than  35  miles,  and,  despite  his  re- 
enforcements,  compelled  him  to  seek  safety  under  cover  of  his  gunboats, 
where  he  now  lies  cowering  before  the  army  so  lately  derided  and  threat- 
ened with  entire  subjugation.  The  fortitude  with  which  you  have  borne 
toil  and  privation,  the  gallantry  with  which  you  have  entered  into  each 
successive  battle,  must  have  been  witnessed  to  be  fully  appreciated,  but 
a grateful  people  will  not  fail  to  recognize  } our  deeds  and  to  bear  you 
in  loved  remembrance.  Well  may  it  be  said  of  you  that  you  have  “ done 
enough  for  glory,”  but  duty  to  a suiferiug  country  and  to  the  cause  of 
constitutional  liberty  claims  Iroin  you  yet  further  effort.  Let  it  be  your 
pride  to  relax  in  nothing  which  can  promote  your  future  efficiency,  your 
one  great  object  being  to  drive  the  invader  from  your  soil  and  carry  your 
standards  beyond  the  outer  boundaries  of  the  Confederacy,  to  wring  from 
an  unscrupulous  foe  the  recognition  of  your  birthright,  community  inde- 
pendence. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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Headquarters  Division, 

July  6,  1862. 

General  Pendleton  : 


Major  Nelson  reported  to  me  day  before  yesterday  that  he  had  six 
batteries  in  reserve.  I informed  him  that  he  could  leave  three  of  them 
in  the  present  reserve  camp  and  report  the  other  three  to  you. 

Major  Nelson  has  left  Captain  Joidan^s  battery,  four  pieces,  and  one 
piece  of  Cosnahan,  now  Jones’;  Captain  Page’s  battery,  two  pieces; 
Captain  Eead’s  battery,  four  pieces. 

My  directions  to  Major  Nelson  were  to  leave  three  of  the  strongest 
batteries ; whereas  the  batteries  of  Jordan  and  Page  are  very  weak  in 
men  and  that  of  Page  in  both  men  and  guns. 

I am  not  aware  what  batteries  were  taken  away,  but  I cannot  think 
they  were  the  weakest,  and  therefore  my  orders  have  been  positively 
disobeyed,  according  to  appearances. 

Very  respectfully. 


L.  McLAWS, 


Major-  General. 


There  are  but  two  rifle  pieces,  one  10-pounder  Parrott  and  one  3 inch, 
among  all  the  batteries  under  my  command  (I  mean  eflScient  guns — 
those  of  Manly  and  of  Troup  Artillery  being  worthless,  I believe),  ex- 
cept in  the  battery  of  Kemper,  there  are  two  guns. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  10, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Pendleton, 

Commanding  Reserve  Artillery : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant*  is  received,  and  in  reply 
General  Lee  desires  me  to  say  that  he  approves  of  your  suggestion  to 
organize  an  artillery  force  under  Colonel  Brown,  to  be  employed  about 
Petersburg  under  the  direction  of  General  Hill,  and  to  return  with  the 
remainder  of  your  artillery  to  this  side  of  tbe  James  River. 

Major-General  Hill  has  been  informed  of  the  wishes  of  the  general 
in  regard  to  your  artillery.  You  are  desired  to  return  yourself  to-mor- 
row (the  11th). 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Military  Secretary, 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  1.  j Richmond^  F«.,  August  30,  1862. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  War  Department,  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith 
assumes  command  of  the  defenses  of  Richmond  and  its  approaches. 
******* 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-General. 


Not  found. 
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Lincoln,  Abraham 232, 234, 236 

Longstreet,  James 568,  573,  577, 580, 595, 596, 603, 605, 609 

McClellan,  George  B 207, 


209, 212, 214, 215, 217, 223-225, 227, 229, 231-234, 241, 247-251 
600 


McLaws,  Lafayette 
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Chickahominy  River,  Va.  Operations  on.  Communications  from— Cont’d. 

Magruder,  J obn  B 535, 537, 538, 545, 

550,557,560,  565,  578,  583,  586,587,591,593-595,600,601,  607,  608,  612 

Mansfield,  J.  K.  F 231 

Myer,  Albert  J 227 

Pendleton,  W.  N 685 

Porter,  Fitz  John 242 

Sumner,  Edwin  V 213,249 

War  Department,  U.  S *: 209 

Wilcox,  Cadmus  M 613 

Woodbury,  D.  P 213 

(See  also 

Fair  OaJcs,  Va.  Battle  of,  May  31-Jwwe  1. 

Stuart’s  Raid,  Va.,  June  13-15.) 

Chilton,  R.  H.  Mentioned 574, 537, 608, 664 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  E.  Lee.) 

Chocura,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned *. 138 

City  of  Richmond,  Steamer.  Mentioned 142 

Claiborne,  J.  H.  (For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  see 
Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A.) 

Clark,  George  J.  Mentioned 243 

Clark,  Henry  T.  Mentioned 536, 537, 631 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  North  Carolina,  Governor  of.) 

Clarke,  Henry  F. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 354 

Tripler,  Charles  S 229 

Mentioned 228,229 

Clarke,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 404, 627, 628 

Mentioned  339, 433, 514^  534 

Clement,  William  B.  Mentioned 561 

Clingman,  T.  L.  Mentioned 512 

Clitz,  John  M.  B.  Mentioned 32 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.  Supplies  of.  (See  Munitions  of  War. ) 

Clum,  Henry  R.  Mentioned 244  245  320 

Cobb,  Howell.  Mentioned 230,  393,  394, 425, 

44.5,  465,  466,  480,  530,  532,536,557,565,578,582,587,  612,  624,  625,  651 

Cobb,  Thomas  R.  R.  Correspondence  with  Eobert  E.  Lee 581 

Cochrane,  John. 

Correspondence  with  E.  V,  Sumner 356 

Mentioned 3^3 

Coeur  de  Lion,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 295 

Coffin,  W . H.  Mentioned 457 

Colburn,  A.  V.  Mentioned 141,171,213 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,see  George  B.  McClellan.) 

Cole,  A.  H.  ^ J 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 513 

Pendleton,  W.  N 539 

Mentioned 512,602,643 

Collier,  Robert  R,  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 508 

Collins,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Phillips 394 

Mentioned 395 
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Collyer,  Mr.  Mentioned 221 

Colquitt,  A.  H.  Mentioned 650, 671 

Colston,  R.  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E 409 

Magruder,  John  B 416 

Mentioned 411-413, 435, 440, 465, 481, 498-500, 530, 532, 570 

Columbia,  Steamer.  Mentioned 262 

Columbus,  U.  S.  Ship  of  the  Line.  Mentioned 414^417 

Commodore,  Steamer.  Mentioned 57 

Commodore  Barney,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 287 

Confederate  States,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 415,417 

• Confederate  Troops. 

Mentioned.  (See  respective  States,) 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of 479-484, 530-533, 645, 648-652 

Peninsula,  Army  of  the — Right  Wing 460 

Virginia  forces 615 

Recruitment,  organization,  etc.,  of.  Communications  from 

Davis,  Jelfeison 507, 546, 569 

Huger,  Benjamin 435 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 470,502 

Lee,  Robert  E 581, 

583,  591,  594,  610,  638,  640,  643, 653-655, 657, 659,  664,  669,  671-673 

Longstreet,  James 603-605,  614 

Magruder,  John  B 478 

Virginia,  Governor  of 614 

War  Department,  C.  S 631,  638 

Congress,  U.  S.  Frigate.  Mentioned 120 

Connecticut  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Regiments:  1st  (Tyler),  72,  329,  367. 

Constitution,  Steamer.  Mentioned. 91 

Cook,  Mr.  (For  correspondence,  see  Gloucester  County, Fa.,  Citizens  of.) 

Cooke,  John  R.  Mentioned 641 

Cooke,  P.  St.  George. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 191,202 

Porter,  Fitz  John 242, 256 

Mentioned 36,  .53, 130, 168, 184, 204, 232, 238, 297 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Mentioned 392,557,610 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A.) 
Corinth,  Miss.  Atfairs  at.  Communications  from 

Halleck,  H.  W 208 

War  Department,  U.  S - 208,209 

Corley,  James  L.  Mentioned 611,658 

Couch.  Darius  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Keyes,  E.  D 159 

McClellan,  George  B 161 

Mentioned 37, 41. 53, 63, 71, 85, 102, 

118,158,159,168,  171,184,  191,212,220,  238,  255,266,  284,  303,  304,  312 

Council  of  War.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  March  13,  1862 58 

Cowdin,  Robert.  Mentioned 126 

Cox,  J.  D.  Mentioned 297 
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403, 480 
..  612 
..  400 

287 


C.  P.  Smith,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 269 

Cram,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 10  22  24 

Grosman,  George  H.  Mentioned ’ 228 

Crump,  Charles  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Magruder,  J.  B 288 

Oliver,  William  A 

Mentioned 1 . _ . 338^  433, 454, 483^  436, 491, 531, 533 

Cumberland,  U.  S.  Sloop.  Mentioned 220 

Cuillming,  Alfred.  Mentioned 

Cunningham,  R.  H. , jr.  Mentioned ] . 

Currie,  David,  Steamer.  . Mentioned 

Currie,  L.  D.  H.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  F.  Smith.) 

Currituck,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 

Curtin,  Andrew  G.  Mentioned 54 

Curtis,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned 285  321 

Custer,  George  A.  Mentioned 140  198 

Cutts,  A.  S.  Mentioned 652  661*665 

Dabney,  R.  L.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  T.  J.  Jackson.) 

Dacotah,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned... 

Dahlgren,  J.  A.  Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 22 

Porter,  Fitz  John 

Dana,  N.  J.  T.  Mentioned 

Dandy,  George  B.  Mentioned 204  370 

Daniel,  Junius.  Mentioned (j23, 635, 651, 656, 672 

Daniel,  Peter  V.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 501 

Daniel  Webster,  Steamer.  Mentioned 263 

Daniels,  N.  Mentioned 243 

Darling,  John  A.  Mentioned / 322 

Dashiell,  Mrs.  Mentioned 202  203 

David  Currie,  Steamer.  Mentioned * 400 

Davidson,  Mi^  Mentioned 4Q2 

Davidson,  John  W . Mentioned 78, 84, 85, 102, 245, 308 

Davis,  C.  H.  Mentioned 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Address  to  soldiers.  Eastern  Virginia 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 678 

French,  S.  G 

Hm,D:H 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 

Lee,  Robert  E 


153, 172, 282 


28 

228 


220, 223 


690 


656 

392, 401, 484, 485, 507, 523, 536, 546 

568, 569, 622, 631, 632, 634, 654, 678 

Lee,  S.  Smith 414,416 

Pemberton,  J.  C ’ 

Randal,  Thomas 

Walker,  J.  G 

War  Department,  C.  S 6i8,'623, 680-4182 

Wynne,  T.H ^g3 

Mentioned 121, 386, 396,  .397, 400, 405, 408, 409, 419, 446, 452, 456, 458, 472 

477,  485,  491,  493,  499,  501, 503, 505,  506,  512,  513,  515,  .523,  526,  527,’  530* 
534,  545,  548,  555,  569,  571, 575,  617,  642,  654,  657,  665,  681,  682,  689, 690 


572 

654 

579 


Davis,  Jefferson,  Mrs.  Mentioned 


231 


Davis,  J.  Lucius.  Mentioned 460, 507, 5 19, 542, 582, 664 

Davisj  Nelson  H.  Mentioned 324 
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Dearing,  James.  Mentioned 687 

De  Lagnel,  Johnston.  Mentioned 384,385 

Delaphine,  Hubert,  Schooner.  Mentioned 400 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 287 

Delaware,  U.  S.  Ship  of  the  Line.  Mentioned 414,  417 

Delaware  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  54,176;  2d,  30,  260,  309. 

De  Leon,  D.  C.  Mentioned 572,601,602 

De  Ford,  John  W.  Mentioned 244, 245 

Denicke,  E.  A.  Mentioned 24^,244 

De  Russy,  Gustavus  A.  Mentioned 238, 252, 255, 312 

Devens,  Charles.  Mentioned 220 

Dick  Bownee,  Ark.  Mentioned 400 

Dickinson,  A.  G.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  B.  Magruder.) 

Dimmock,  C.  Correspondence  with  Virginia,  Governor  of 573 

Dimmock,  C.  H.  Mentioned 561,628 

District  of  Columbia.  Military  Departments  embracing 13,67,68 

District  of  Columbia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e5r//77e/7f;  1st,  47,54. 

Dix,  John  A. 

Assignments  to  command 206,207,211,212 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 347, 360 

Casey,  Silas 279 

Hawkins,  Rush  C 290 

Keyes,  E.D 283 

Lincoln,  Abraham 270, 278, 290, 295 

McClellan,  George  B 30, 257, 269, 283, 311, 359, 364, 368, 374, 381 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F 347 

War  Department,  U.  S 206,221,231,260,273-275, 

278,  279,  282, 283, 288-290,  300,  304, 305,  309,  322,  344,  347,  379,  382 

Mentioned 13, 26, 30,  34, 47, 59, 200, 205, 207, 211, 212, 214, 218, 221, 

280,  238,  270,  275-277,  286,  290,  312,  320,  324,  327-329,  333,  367,  371,  383 
Orders,  General,  series  1862  : No.  2,  212. 

Dodge,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 169 

Donaldson,  Steamer.  Mentioned 262 

Dorman,  J.  B.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 631 

Douglas,  B.  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Iusx)ector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 567 

Branch,  L.  O’B I 540 

Hill,  A.  P 567 

Lee,  Robert  E 567 

Memorandum  of  conversation  with  Rev.  K.  J.  Stuart 428 

Mentioned 541 

Douglas,  Henry  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 388 

Ewell,  B.  S 427 

Rains,  G.  J 432 

Mentioned 521,586 

Douglass,  Mr.  Mentioned 521 

Drayton,  Thomas  F. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Pemberton 644 

Mentioned 642, 657: 676 
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Drewry’s  Bluff,  Va.,  Senior  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  War  Depart- 
ment, C.  S 

Duane,  J ames  C.  Mentioned t 


Y 27  31  50 

Dubbin  & Pennyman.  Mentioned ’ ’ 4.24 

Dudley,  Alexander.  Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 492 

Duke,  R.  T.  W.  Mentioned 

Dunwody,  John.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S C31 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned g 223 

Dwight,  Charles  T.  Mentioned ! ! . ” ^ 243-245 

Ea^e,  Steamer.  Mentioned 3^3  3^4 

Early,  Jubal  A.  ’ 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 4^2 

Lee,  Robert  E gg^ 

Magruder,  John  B ’436, *440, 443 

Mentioned 405^  406, 419,  482, 531, 532, 543, 648 

Eastern  Virginia.  Robert  E.  Lee,  assigned  to  command  of  Armies  in. . . 568, 569, 571 
E.  A.  Stevens,  U.  S.  Revenue  Steamer.  Mentioned ’ ’ gg 

87, 89, 92, 153, 155,  164, 169, 172, 177-180, 477 
East  Tennessee.  Re-enforcements  for.  Communication  from  War  Depart- 
ment, C.  S £,0^1 

Eckert,  Thomas  T.  Mentioned 72 

Edmundson,  J.  R.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 633 

Egan,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 268 

Elizabeth  City  County,  Va.  Martial  law ' 336 

Ellet,  Charles,  jr.  Mentioned 

Ellis,  Franklin.  Mentioned 

Elzey,  Arnold.  Mentioned 

Emory,  William  H.  Mentioned 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Clarke,  J ohn  J..  ....  .......  ictA 

Douglas,  Henry  T 

Harvie,  Lewis  E g^g 

Huger,  Benjamin 

Lee,  EobertE. ".■.■.■;::::;:;'4n;4i8,645 

Mason,  Charles  P 

Rhett,  Thomas  S 

Stanard,  John  B 

Ericsson,  U.  S.  S.  (See  Monitor,  U.  S.  S.) 

Evans,  N.  G. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Pemberton 

Mentioned ^ 

Ewell,  B.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Carter,  Hill,  sr 

Douglas,  Henry  T 

Lewis,  J.  R.  C 

Magruder,  John  B 421, 424, 440, 443,  445,  446, 454  457 

Mentioned 42i^  437^  445^  4gj’  ^43’ 

Ewell,  R.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Jackson,  Thomas  J gj^2 

Lee,  Robert  E 

Mentioned 329, 455, 513^  519^  521^  5g9^  g4g^  ggg 


277 

320 

664 

36,311,382 


514 

646 

504 


644 


410 

427 

424 
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Fair  Oaks,  Va.  Battle  of,  May  3l-June  1. 

Communications  from 

Hill,  Daniel  H 563,564 

Huger,  Benjamin 563 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 563, 564 

Longstreet,  James 560 

Orders  congratulatory  (Longstreet) 571 

Falls,  M.  N.  Mentioned 377 

Farnsworth,  John  F.  Mentioned 51,52,57,288 

Farquhar,  Francis  U.  Mentioned 108,197 

Farragut,  D.  G.  Mentioned 156, 277 

Farrand,  E.  Mentioned 515, 518, 545, 548, 549 

Faxon,  William.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S.) 
Featherston,  W.  S. 

Assignments  to  command 425 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 553 

Mentioned 340, 425, 483, 525, 531, 533, 546, 649, 675 

Felton,  S.M.  Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 236 

Ferguson,  C.  B.  Correspondence  with  Wai-  Department,  U.  S 91 

Ferry,  Orris  S.  Mentioned C3.i,288 

Field,  Charles  W. 

Assignments  to  command 404 

Mentioned 404, 455, 458, 459, 500,  554.  649 

Finegan,  Joseph.  Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Kobert  E 610 

War  Department,  C.  S 639 

Fisher,  B.  F.  Mentioned 243-245 

Florida  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments : 2d,  340,  482,  533,  559,  649;  8th,  639. 

Fontaine,  Edmund. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 502 

Mentioned  .• 502 

Fontaine,  J.  B.  Mentioned 560 

Fort  Calhoun,  Va.  Designation  of,  changed  to  Fort  Wool 13 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  John  A.  Dix  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  troops 

at - 206,207,211,212 

Fort  Wool,  Va.  Designa-tion  of  Fort  Calhoun,  Va.,  changed  to 13 

Fox,  Captain.  Mentioned 560 

Fox,  Gustavus  V. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . 178, 179 

Mentioned 9-11, 86, 87, 223, 375 

(For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Secy.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S.) 

Franklin,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 87, 133, 140, 143, 162, 301 

Mentioned 50, 53, 68,  71, 74, 86, 87,  90-92, 94, 98, 

100,112,126,127,1.30,  134,  137,  139,141,142,148-152,  155,  157,  168,  172, 
181,  184,  204,  211,  230,  238,245,251,283,307,308,312,  329,  333,  367,  536 

“Free  Aleck.’’  Mentioned 115 

Fremont,  John  C.  Mentioned 53, 

56, 160, 162, 165, 180, 194,  202, 205, 209, 224, 277, 286, 295, 296, 579, 602 
French,  S.  Bassett.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Virginia,  Governor  of.) 
French,  S.  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 680 


Davis,  Jefferson. 
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French,  S.  G. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  D.  H 656,660 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 643 

Mentioned 542, 665 

French,  William  H.  Mentioned 67,367,401 

Fulton,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 274,275 

Gaither,  G.  R.  Mentioned 402 

Galena,  U.  S.  S,  Mentioned 115, 

119, 146, 147, 150, 156, 167, 172, 177-180, 282, 287, 477, 518, 622, 625 
Garesche,  J.  P.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A. ) 
Garland,  Samuel,  jr. 

Assignments  to  command 543 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 559 

Mentioned 543, 554, 564, 584, 592, 605, 650, 665, 671 

Garrett,  John  W.  Mentioned 27 

Geary,  John  W.  Mentioned 59,  64, 407, 416 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Battalions:  Sumter  (Batteries),  A.  (Boss)',  B (Price))  C (Craw- 
ford)) D (BlacJcshear) ) E (Xaiie),  652,  688.  Batteries:  Milledge’s,  340, 

652 ; Pulaski  (Bead),  480, 532, 686-688, 691.  Troup  ( Carlton),  651, 688,  691. 

Infantry  —Battalions : 2d,  651.  Regiments : 1st  (BeguJars),  444,  480, 650 ; 1st 
( Volunteers),  532 ; 2d,  480,  532, 650  ; 3d,  435, 473,  474,  651,  682  ; 4th,  435, 

650 ; 6th,  482, 533, 650 ; 7th,  480, 532, 650  ; 8th,  115, 441,  480,  532,  650 ; 9th, 

441',  480,  532, 650 ; 10th,  70,  389, 473, 480, 651 ; 11th,  441,  480, 532, 650,*  12th, 

648;  13th,  459,  648;  14th,  483,  531,  649;  15th,  480,532,  650;  16th,  480, 

532,  577,  578,  651 ; 17th,  480,  532, 650 ; 18th,  483,  531,  652;  19th,  483,  531, 

650  ; 20th,  432,  482,  650;  21st,  648;  22d,  651 ; 23d,  482,  533,  650;  24th, 

480, 532,  651 ; 26th,  575,  581,  648 ; 27th,  483, 533, 650  ; 28th,  483,  533,  650 ; 

31st,  648  ; 35th,  484, 531,  649 ; 38th,  532, 648  ; 44th,  230,  340,  651 ; 45th, 

649  ; 48th,  340,  566,  650 ; 49th,  230,  649  ; 50th,  51st,  644,  645 ; 53d,  651 ; 

60th,  648 ; 61st,  575,  581, 648. 

Miscellaneous : Cobb’s  Legion,  393,  396,  480, 532,  558, 582, 651, 652, 657, 660  ; 
Phillips’  Legion,  644,645. 

Germantown,  U.  S.  Sloop.  Mentioned 415,417 

Gibbs,  George  C.  Mentioned 675 

Gibson,  Augustus  A.  Mentioned 345,348 

Gib.son,  Horatio  G.  Mentioned 311 

Gillis,  John  P.  Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 218 

Gilmer,  J.  P.  Mentioned  664, 668, 679, 680 

Gist,  S.  R.  Mentioned 642 

Gloskosky,  Joseph.  Mentioned 243-245 

Gloucester,  Va.  James  H.  Van  Alen  appointed  Military  Governor  of 138 

Gloucester  County,  Va. 

Affairs  in.  Communications  from  Roherf  E.  Lee 669 

Martial  law 386 

Glouce.ster  County,  Va.,  Citizens  of.  Corresi)ondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee..  669 
Goldsborough,  L.  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Lincoln,  Abraham 146, 155, 159, 270 

McClellan,  George  B 79, 80, 87, 92, 206, 247, 261, 262, 267, 268, 287 

Missroou,J.  S 123 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 109, 

122, 164, 169, 172, 220, 222, 262, 263, 277, 282, 287, 294, 343, 384 
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Goldaborough,  L.  M.— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Rodgers,  John 277,287 

VanVliet,  Stewart 251: 

Wool,  John  E 187 

Mentioned 9, 22, 23, 43, 46, 63, 64, 68, 

79, 86, 100, 122, 148, 164, 179, 187,  190, 199,  257, 258, 260,  269, 275, 277, 27^^ 
Goode,  J.  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 438 

Mentioned ' 504 

Goode,  Thomas  F. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 637 

Mentioned 390,  478 

Gorgas,  Josiah.  Mentioned 404,413,441,442,447,491,576,610,632,642 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department^  C.  S.  A.) 

Gorman,  Willis  A. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 101 

Mentioned 51, 101-103 

Gove,  Jesse  A.  Mentioned- 121 
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War  Department,  C.  S 414, 472, 485, 490, 507, 515, 548, 617, 643, 681 

Mentioned 163, 218, 335, 386, 393, 398, 409, 414-417, 421, 422, 474, 

476,488,497,499,505,506,  511,520,  523,534,  536,537,  541,544,545,  552, 
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(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S.) 

Manning,  Van  H.  Mentioned 588,611 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 347 

McClellan,  George  B 231 


Mentioned 9, 18, 22,  24, 25,  27, 28,  63,  54,  85,  88,  89,  95,  328, 347,  359, 382 
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Maratanza,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 245,287,384 

Marcy,  R.  B. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 11,15,20,30,102,141,254,294,310 

Williams,  Seth 288 

Mentioned 65, 141, 167, 200, 247, 283, 291 , 298 

(For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  George  B.  McClellan.) 

Marshall,  Charles.  (For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  Robert  E.  Lee.) 

Marshall,  Humphrey.  Mentioned 297,409 

Marston,  F.  W.  Mentioned 243-245 

Martial  Law. 

Elizabeth  City,  James  City,  York,  Warwick,  Gloucester,  and  Matthews 

Counths,  Va 386 

Southeastern  Virginia 77 

Williamsburg,  Va 398 

Martin,  J.  G. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 657 

Mentioned 512, 536,  632, 651, 673, 675, 679 

Martindale,  John  H. 

Charges  against,  preferred  by  Fitz  John  Porter 352 

Court  of  Inquiry.  Apjjointment,  proceedings,  and  findings  of,  in  case  of. . 352, 353 

Mentioned 352 

Maryland,  Steamer.  Mentioned 353,354 

Maryland.  Military  departments  embracing 67, 68 

Maryland  Troops.  (Confederate.)  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries:  Andrews',  340,  484,  531,  648;  Chesapeake  (Broum 
and  Forrest),  539,  648. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  648. 

Maryland  Troops.  (Union.)  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  Purnell  Legion,  30.  Regiments:  1st,  30, 36. 

Infantry — Companies:  Patapsco  Guards,  30.  Regiments:  1st,  2d  (East- 
ern Shore  Home  Guards),  30 ; 3d,  30 ; 4th,  30 ; 5th,  54,  374 ; Baltimore 
Light,  30 ; Purnell  Legion,  30. 

Mason,  A.  P.  Mentioned 510, 516, 582 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  E.  Johnston  and  Robert  E.  Lee.) 

Mason,  Charles  P.  Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 514 

Massachusetts,  Steamer.  Mentioned 185,218,262 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— ^after/es ; 2d  (B),  54,66,76;  3d  (C),  176,182;  6th,  54. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  342. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  126 ; 16th,  54, 176,  182,  228,  2.33, 260, 309 ; 20th, 

228;  29th,  54,260,309. 

Matthews  County,  Va.  Martial  law 386 

Maule, . Mentioned 6.59 

Maury,  J.  M.  Correspondence  with 

Archer,  F.H ; 467 

War  Department,  C.  S 466 

Maury,  Matthew  F.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 487 

Meade,  R.  K.  Mentioned 641 

Meagher,  Thomas  F. 

Detailed  on  recruiting  service 

Mentioned 


325 

67,  304,  325,  361 
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Meigs,  Montgomery  C. 

Corre8i)ondence  with 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 331,  338 

War  Department,  U.  S 177 

Indorsement  of,  on  memorandum  of  Lincoln’s  instructions  to  McDowell. ..  177 

Mentioned 26, 119, 173, 313,  383 

(For  correspondence  as  Q.  M.G.,  see  Quartermaster- General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A.)  ' 

Melton,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 685 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Gustavus  IF.  Smith.) 

Memminger,  C.  G.  Mentioned 424 

Merrill,  William  E.  Mentioned 102,105 

Merrimac,  U.  S.  Frigate.  (See  Virginia,  C.  S.  S.) 

Merrimac,  No.  2,  C.  S.  S.  (See  Richmond,  C.  S.  S.) 

Metamora,  Steamer.  Mentioned 43 

Miami,  TJ.  S.  S.  Mentioned 147 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments  : 1st,  36, 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  54, 176, 260, 309 ; 16th,  644. 

Middle  Department.  (Union.) 

Union  troops  in.  March  22.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  of 30 

Wool,  John  E.,  assigned  to  command 207 

Miles,  Dixon  S.  Mentioned 13, 47,  .56 

Miller,  Hugh  R. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 585 

Mentioned 654 

Milligan,  J ames  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 628 

Magruder,  J.  B 388,  389, 403 

War  Department,  C.  S 566, 622, 623, 625, 626 

Mentioned 584,. 588 

Report  of  operations  during  quarter  ending  June  30 628 

Mills,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned 662 

Milroy,  R.  H.  Mentioned 501 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 100, 157, 477 

Minor,  George. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 575,615 

Mentioned 438 

Minor,  R.  D.  Mentioned 615 

Mississippi.  Re-enforcements  for 663,664 

Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments : Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  484,533,  652,657. 

Infantry— 5afta//o/7s ; 2d,  340,  450,  482,  .533,  547,  649.  Regiments:  2d, 340, 

483, 531,  652, 654 ; 6th,  115;  11th,  340,  483, 531, 652, 654  ; 12th,  340,  482,  532, 

601, 649  ; 13th,  480, 532, 623, 624, 651 ; 16th,  115,  340,  547,  649  ; 17th,  480, 

532, 546, 651 ; 18th,  480, 532, 651 ; 19th,  340,  440,  481,  532,  547,  649  ; 21st, 

480,  .532, 651 ; 42d,  .58^,  654. 

Missroon,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborongh,  L.  M 123 

McClellan,  George  B 80, 81, 92, 95, 99, 103, 106, 112, 115, 126, 127 

Mentioned 68, 79, 80, 86, 104, 122 

Mitchel,  O.  M.  Mentioned 201 
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Monitor,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 39, 89, 100, 120, 153, 155, 157, 164, 167, 169, 172, 177- 

180,  287,  385,  387,  390,  391,  393,  442,  477,  584,  588,  598,  622,  623,  625,  680 

Montague,  T.  B.  Mentioned 525 

Moore,  John  V.  Mentioned 659 

Moore,  J ohn  W.  Mentioned 684 

Moore,  S.  P.  Mentioned 598 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Surgeon-GtneraVs  Office,  C.  S.A.) 

Morell,  George  W.  Mentioned 184, 238, 259, 260, 312, 367 

Morgan,  E.  D.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Neiv  York,  Governor  of.) 

Morgan,  R.  C.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  A.  P.  Hill.) 

Morris,  Dr.  Mentioned 487 

Morris,  George  Q.  Mentioned : 153,177-180 

Morris,  Robert,  Steamer.  Mentioned 142 

Morse,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 287 

Moses,  Isaac.  Mentioned 201 

(For  correspondence  as  A,  A.  G.,  see  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman.) 

Mott,  Gershom.  Mentioned 124 

Mott,  ThaddeusP.  Mentioned 142 

Munforcl,  Thomas  T. 

Correspondence  with  J.  E.  B.  Stuart 407 

Mentioned 407,416,580 

Munitions  of  War.  Supplies  of,  etc.  Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 629 

Barry,  William  F 242 

Clarke,  Henry  F 354 

Cole,  A.  H 513 

Goode,  J.  Thomas 438 

Kingsbury,  C.  P 98, 108, 240 

Lee,  Robert  E 413, 421, 430, 446,  447,  491, 512, 585,  642,  662 

Magruder,  John  B 440 

McClellan,  George  B 106,  111,  114, 171,  183,  231,  237, 240-242, 361 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A... 529,629 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 106, 109, 112-114, 119, 120,239 

War  Department,  C.  S 442,464,546 

War  Department,  U.  S 241,362 

(See  also  Transportation.) 

Munther,  Frederick  R.  Mentioned 55 

Murray,  A.  Mentioned 178 

Myer,  Albert  J. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 227,243 

Rodgers,  John 320 

Mentioned 131, 251, 367 

Report  of  operations  during  Peninsular  Campaign,  Va 243 

Myers,  A.  C.  Mentioned 426, 434, 456, 459, 536, 608 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermasier-GeneraVs  Office,  C.  S.A.) 

Myers,  Frederick.  Mentioned Ill 

Mystic,  IJ.  S.  S.  Mentioned T 80, 86, 87 

Naglee,  Henry  M. 

Assignments  to  command 220 

Correspondence  with 

Latham,  M.  S 150 

McClellan,  George  B .* 263,266 

Rice,  H.  M 150 

Mentioned 220, 2.55, 283, 304 
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Nance,  James  D.  Mentioned 623,624,653 

Naugatuck,  U.  S.  S.  (See  U.  S.  Revenue  Steamer  E.  A.  Stevens.) 

Navy,  C.  S.  Co-operation  with  Army 414-418, 423, 429, 437, 

444, 446, 469, 477, 478, 494, 495,  499, 518, 534, 545, 547-549, 604, 627 

Navy,  U.  S.  Co-operation  with  Army 9, 15, 18, 23, 24, 25, 28, 58, 

63,  64,75, 79-82,  86,  87, 90,  92,  95,  99,  100, 103, 104, 106, 109, 112, 115, 
119, 121-123, 126, 127, 137, 1:18, 146, 147, 177, 206, 247, 257, 258, 261-263 
Navy  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E 429,610,658 

Lee,  S.  Smith 414, 415, 549, 566 

Lewis,  H.  H 423 

Tatnall,  Josiah 449 

War  Department,  C.  S 414, 423, 566 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Fox,  Gustavus  V 178, 179 

Goldshorough,  L.  M 109, 

122, 164, 169, 172, 220, 222, 262, 263, 277, 282, 287, 294, 343, 384 

Hudson,  William  L 9 

McClellan,  George  B 115, 119, 257 

Paulding,  Hiram 9 

War  Department,  U.  S 122,190 

Wilkes,  Charles 356 

Neel,  William  H.  R.  Mentioned 243,245 

Nelson,  William.  Mentioned 564, 652, 691 

New  Haven,  Steamer.  Mentioned 142, 353, 354 

New  Jersey,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 347 

New  Jersey  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries  : B,  133. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  36,  132. 

Newspapers.  Publication  by,  of  information.  Communications  from 

Lee,  Robert  E 590,635 

McClellan,  George  B 167,  181,  194,  214 

War  Department,  C.  S 636 

(See  also  Information.) 


Newton,  John.  Mentioned 304 

New  York,  Steamer.  Mentioned 142 

New  York,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 323 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries:  3d,  102.  Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  L,  30. 


Cavalry — Companies:  Oneida,  36;  1st,  36,  238,  308,  312,  370;  2d,  36;  3d, 
36,  342;  4th,  36;  5th,  36,  55;  6th,  36,  47,  308,  367;  7th,  47,  54;  9th,  90, 
105,  165,  182,  183 ; 10th,  47  ; 11th,  47. 

Infantry — Battalions:  Enfans  Perdus,  138.  Regiments:  1st,  54,260,309; 
2d,  54, 176, 219, 260, 309 ; 3d,  30 ; 4th,  30 ; 5th,  30, 260, 309 ; 7th,  54, 260, 
309;  8th  (Militia),  344;  10th,  54,176,260,309;  11th,  54;  12th,  674; 
13th  (Militia),  344  ; 20th,  54, 176, 260,  309 ; 25th  (Mililia),  344  ; 37th,  60, 
62,67,124;  38th,  40th,  268;  44th,  138;  50th,  51;  55th,  265, 266  ; 60th, 
47,54;  67th,  268;  73d,  124 ; 93d,  198,212;  99th,  54,176;  lOlst,  221, 


260, 309. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Defense  of.  Communico,tions  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 414 

Huger,  Benjamin 417,420,435 

Lee,  Robert  E 425,  438 

Lee,  S.  Smith 415, 416 
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Norfolk,  Va. — Continued. 

Defense  of.  Communications  from 

Magruder,  John  B 415 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 414 

War  Department,  C.  S 414 

Evacuation  of.  Communications  from 

Davis,  J efferson 434^  581,  682 

Huger,  Benjamin. 474,643,681,682 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 459 

Lee,  Robert  E 475^  433, 497, 499, 502 

Loring,  W.  W 497 

War  Department,  C.  S 485,490,681,682 

Naval  stores,  etc.  Communications  from 

Goldsborough,  L.  M I59 

Navy  Department,  U.  S I90 

Wool,  John  E Ig7  499 

Occupation  of.  Communications  from 

McClellan,  George  B 10q 

War  Department,  U.  S I50  162 

Norfolk,  Department  of.  (Confederate.)  Embraced  ‘within  limits  of  opera- 
tions of  the.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 438 

Norris,  William.  Mentioned 474  495 

North  America,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 262 

Northampton,  Steamer.  Mentioned 400 

North  Carolina.  , 


Lee,  Robert  E.,  assigned  to  command  of  armies  in 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 

Blanchard,  A.  G 

Brabble,  E.  C 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 

Huger,  Benjamin 

McClellan,  George  B 

(See  also  James  River,  Va.  OiJerations  on  south  side  of.) 

North  Carolina,  Department  of. 


568, 569, 571 

472 

472 

472 

221 

472 

. 114,252 


Hill,  Daniel  H.,  assigned  to  command  of 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  144,  635. 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 

North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— ^afta//o/7S  ; 3d  (Moore),  616.  Batteries  : Branch  (Latham),  649; 
Graham’s,^  651 ; Lloyd’s,  539,  652;  Manly’s,  413,  480,532,651,  688,691* 
Reilly’s,  483,  531,  652.  ’ 

CaxalTj— Regiments : 1st,  115,  651, 652,  657. 

Infantry— Raffa//o/7s : Wharton’s,  575 ; Regiments : 1st,  230, 650  ; 2d,  197, 
310,650;  3d,  230, 340,  650;  4th,  483,533,650;  5th  (Militia),  m-,  5th,  432, 
482, 532,  .595, 650 ; 6th,  483, 531,  652, 654,  665;  7th  (Militia),  402  ; 7th,  649  ; 
Qth(MilUia),  402;  9th  (ATm^ia),  402;  12th,  650;  13th,  14th,  481,53*2,650; 
15th,  459,  480,  532, 651  ; 16th,  483, 531, 650  ; 17th,  651 ; 18th,  649  ; 20th, 
650 ; 21st,  648;  22d,  484, 531,  650  ; 23d,  482,  532, 559,  .596,  650,  665 ; 24th’ 
497,499,6.51;  25th,  26th,  651 ; 27th,  340, 651 ; 28th,  202, 340, 649;  30th’ 
650  ; 32d,  617, 651 ; 33d,  340,  649  ; 34th,  6,50  ; 35th,  617,  651 ; 37th,  340, 
649;  33th,  650 ; 42d,  675, 676 ; 43d,  44th,  45th,  46th,  47th,  48th.  49th! 
50th,  52d,  53d,  651 ; 57th,  675, 676. 


Formerly  Brem’e. 
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Northeastern  Virginia. 

Congratulatory  order  to  troops  in  Shenandoah  Valley.  (Johnston.) 685 

Operations  in.*  Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  C.  S.  A 585 

Army  Headquarters 344 

Davis,  Jefferson 485 

Ewell,  R.S 519 

Harman,  A.  W 224 

Jackson,  T.J 579 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 401,405-407,412,419,423 

Lee,  Robert  E 408, 458, 492, 505, 579, 580, 582, 584, 589, 590, 594 

Lewis,  H.H 423 

Lincoln,  Abraham 6, 117, 202 

McClellan,  George  B.  3, 4, 6, 7, 32, 33, 39, 41, 43, 44, 48, 49, 54-56, 132, 306, 328, 330 
407 


Navy  Department,  C.  S 423 

Pope,  John 295, 325, 327, 329 

Richardson,  LB 20 

Scott,  Winfield 4,5 

, Smith,  Gustavus  W 427 

Stoddert,  W 401 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B 402,406,415 

Sumner,  Edwin  V 21, 32, 44, 45, 47-49, 51, 52, 56 

Wadsworth,  James  S 57 

War  Department,  C.  S 408 

War  Department,  U.  S 32,194,201 

(See  also 

March  23.  Kernsiown,  Va.  Battle  of. 

July  19-20.  Beaver  Dam  Station,  Va.  Expedition  to.) 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of.  (Confederate.) 

Addresses  to  soldiers. 

Davis,  Jefferson 690 

Longstreet,  James 605 

Anderson,  R.  H.,  assigned  to  command  of  Huger’s  division 642 

Artillery  in,  June  29  (Magruder’s  division).  Report  of  Stephen  D.  Lee 688 

Featherston,  W.  S.,  assigned  to  command  of  Anderson’s  Special  Brigade.. . 425 

Garland,  Samuel,  jr.,  assigned  to  command  of  Early’s  brigade 543 

Hill,  A.  P.,  division  of,  organized 555 

Hill,  D.  H.,  assignments,  etc.,  to  command  in 448,646,683 

Huger,  Benjamin,  relieved  from  command  in 640 

Kershaw,  J.  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  Bonham’s  brigade 392 

Longstreet,  James,  assignments  to  command  in 448 

McLaws,  Lafayette,  assigned  to  command  of  Magruder’s  troops 551 

Magruder,  John  B.,  assignments,  etc.,  to  command  in 448,540,551 

Norfolk,  Department  of,  embraced  within  limits  of  operations  of 438 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1862:  (D.  H.  Hill),  May  17,  525;  (John  B.  Gordon), 

June  15,  601;  (R.  E.  Lee),  June  10,  588. 

Orders,  Field,  series  186*2:  (D.  H.  Hill),  No.  — , 525;  (Lee),  No.  — , 630. 

Orders,  General, series  1862:  (A.  P.  Hill),  No.  — , 616;  (D.  H.  /7?7Z),No.  — , 

646;  (Joh)isfon),  No.  1,  448;  No.—,  489;  No.  35,  683 ; No.  53,  526;  No. 

58,  585;  (Lee),  No.  60,  572;  No.  61,  574  ; No.  62  , 573;  No.  63,  576; 

No.  68,  599:  No.  70,  611;  No.  71,  612;  No.  77,  639;  No.  78,  640; 
(I^ongstreet),  No. — , 498;  No.  18,571;  (Magruder),  No.  30,  607  ; (Smith), 

No.  18,  558. 

* Includes  operations  in  Shenandoah  Valley. 
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Northern  Virginia,  Army  of.  (Confederate) — Continued. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  (Johnston),  Nos.  83,  84,  392;  No.  89,  404; 
No.  98,  425 ; No.  109,  473 ; No.  116,  543 ; No.  117,  551 ; No.  119, 
555;  No.  120,  558;  (Lee),  No.  123,  574;  No.  130,  594;  No.  135,  605; 
No.  137,  609;  No.  140,  611 ; Nos.  — , — , 636 ; No.  146,  637  ; No.  151, 
642;  No.  160,647;  No.  163,656;  No.  165,657;  No.  172,664;  No. 


177,  670;  No.  178,  671;  No.  179,  672;  Nos.  181,  182,  675. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

. April  30  [?] 479-484 

May  21 530-533 

July  20 645 

23  648-652 

Peninsula,  Department  of.  Embraced  within  limits  of  operations  of 438 

Re-enforcements  for 464,511,512,515,523, 

536,  544,550-556,559,  568,  575,  585,591,610,611,631,639,  642,  644,  645 
(See  also  co-operation  of  Lee  and  Jackson.) 

Sanitary  condition  of.  Communications  from  Robert  E.  Lee 601 

Semnies,  P.  J.,  assigned  to  command  of  McLaws’  brigade 473 

Smith,  G.  W.,  assigned  to  command  of  reserve  of 448 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  cavalry  of 558 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C.,  brigade  of,  organized 558 

Winder,  C.  S.,  assigned  to  fommand  of  G.  B.  Anderson’s  brigade 683 

Wise,  Henry  A.,  brigade  of,  organized 542 

Northern  Virginia,  Department  of.  (Confederate.)  (See  Northern  Virginia, 

Army  of.) 

Northrop,  L.  B.  Mentioned 407,513 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A.) 

North  Wind,  Schooner.  Mentioned 400 

Norton,  L.  B.  Mentioned 244,245 

Norwood,  William.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  J.  B.  Anderson.) 

Ocean  Queen,  Steamer.  Mentioned 91,142,149,660 

Octorora,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 92 

• Old,  C.  Mentioned 541 

Olden,  Charles  S.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Neio  Jersey,  Governor  of.) 

Oliver,  WilPam  A.  Correspondence  with  Charles  A.  Crump 470 

Ord,E.  O.C.[?]  Mentioned 203 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 629 

Lee,  Robert  E 421, 455, 475, 529, 574 

War  Department,  C.  S 504 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Barry,  William  F 242 

Kingsbury,  C.  P 98,108,113,240 

McClellan,  George  B 100, 106, 109,  111,  1 12, 114, 119, 120, 237, 239 

Orleans,  Robert  d’.  Mentioned 158 

Owen,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned 243-245 

Owen,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 319 

Page,  John  R.  Mentioned 457 

Page,  P.  R.  Mentioned 542 

Page,  Richard.  Mentioned 99 

Page,  T.  J.  Mentioned 99,518,548,596,604 

Page,  T.  Jeff.,  jr.  Mentioned 688 

. Palmer,  Innis  N. 

Assignments  to  command 220 

Mentioned 220, 255 
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Palmer,  W.  R.  Correspondence  with  A.  A.  Humphreys 152 

Pamunkey  River,  Va. 

Defense  of.  Communication  from  Joseph  E Johnston 502 

Expedition  up,  May  17.  Communications  from  George  B.  McClellan 178 

Naval  operations  on.  Communications  from  George  B.  McClellan 247 

Pannill,  William.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 493 

War  Department,  C.  S 495,498,502,517 

Parker,  R.  H.  Mentioned 472  • 

Pate,  H.  C.  Mentioned 594 

Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 151,431,444,446,452,469,494,658 

Patrick,  Marsena  R.  Mentioned 15, 505 

Patterson,  Francis  E. 

Assignments  to  command 113,133 

Mentioned 113, 133 

Paulding,  Hiram.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 9 

Peck,  Steamer.  Mentioned 24 

Peck,  John  J. 

Assignments  to  command 248 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 255,284,292,293 

Mentioned 78,85,248,284,312,367,382 

Pegram,  R.  B.  Mentioned 556,558 

Pemberton,  J.  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 642,645 

Davis,  Jefferson 572 

Drayton,  Thomas  F 644 

Evans,  N.  G 644 

Lee,  Robert  E 455,511,536 

War  Department,  C.  S 591,627 

Mentioned 633 

Pender,  William  D.  Mentioned 340, 569, 574, 589, 591, 592, 650 

Pendleton,  William  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Cabell,  Henry  C 686 

Cole,  A.  H 689 

Hill,  D.  H 661,665 

Johnston,  Jo.seph  E 683-685 

Lee,  Robert  E 686,687,691 

Lee,  Stephen  D 686, 687 

McLaws,  Lafayette 691 

Magruder,  John  B 689 

Pierson,  S.  F 690 

Rhett,  T.  S 684 

Mentioned 479 

484, 525, 531, 533, 608, 609, 634, 642, 645, 652, 66,1 , 667, 671, 673, 687, 688 
Peninsula,  Army  of  the.  (Confederate.) 

Merged  into  Array  of  Northern  Virginia 438 

Organization,  strength,  etc.  Right  wing  of,  April  23 460 


Re-enforcements  for 39. , 393, 396,  397,  419,  455 

Peninsula,  Department  of  the.  (Confederate.) 

Embraced  within  limits  of  operations  of  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 438 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  163,  386;  No.  166,  398;  No.  168,  410. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  699,  403. 
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Peninsular  Campaign,  Va. 

Addresses  to  soldiers. 

Davis,  Jefferson 690 

Kearny,  Philip 215 

McClellan,  George  B 210, 299 

Magruder,  John  B 448 

Porter,  Fitz  John 304 

Affairs  generally.  Communications  from 

Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A 66,67,208,216,220 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 568, 585, 597, 642 

Army  Headquarters 343,359 

Barry,  William  F 242 

Branch,  L.  O’B 541 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 237, 305, 326 

Casey,  Silas 197 

Cole,  A.  H 513 

Davis,  Jefferson 523, 568, 569,  572, 641, 656, 678 

Dix,  John  A 260, 289, 290,  309,  311, 322,  368 

Douglas,  B.  B 540 

Ferguson,  C.  B 91 

Goldsborough,  L.  M : 122,343 

Halleck,  Henry  W 279, 285, 286, 311, 321 

Hawkins,  Rush  C 290 

Hill,  Ambrose  P i 639 

Hill,  Daniel  H 544 

Hitchcock,  E.  A 100 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H • 568 

Huger,  Benjamin 570 

Humphreys,  A.  A 236 

Ingalls,  Rufus 262,326 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 455, 

456, 461,  469,  471,  473, 477,  478, 499, 502,  515, 527, 541, 543,  551 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 313,331,338,382 

Lee,  Robert  E 358, 429, 

452,  455,  458,  476,  485,  491,  500,  510-512,  523,  526,  527,  530,  539,  542, 

552,569,570,575,597,  601,602,  609-611,  645,  656,  662,  663,  671,674-678 

Lincoln,  Abraham 65, 

154, 173, 176, 184, 185, 279, 286, 291, 294,  295,  301,  319,  320, 321,  330 

Longstreet,  James 570,640 

McClellan,  George  B 68,  73, 75,  77,  91, 109, 132, 153, 106, 

185,  190,  207,  223,  225,  230,  236,237,239-242,291,  298,321,  345,355,364 

McDowell,  Irvin 186,220 

McLaws,  Lafayette 691 

Magruder,  John  B 440,446,475,494,528,030 

Meigs,  M.  C 177 

Milligan,  J.  F 628 

Myer,  Albert  J 243 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 119,  122 

Oliver,  William  A 470 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 529 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 239 

Pemberton,  John  C 536, 644,  645 

Porter,  Fitz  John 352 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 111,217,201 

Rodgers,  John 320 
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Peninsular  Campaign,  Va. — Continued. 

Aflairs  generally.  Communications  from 

Seward,  William  H 170 

Seybolt,  T.  S 334 

Smith,  Gustavus  W . 678 

Tatnall,  Josiah 477 

Tucker,  John 90,217 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart 127,261 

War  Department,  C.  S 495,  501, 504, 517, 518,  523, 559,  591, 631, 633, 639 

War  Department,  U.  S 71,  73, 78, 90, 91, 121,  154, 156, 176, 178, 

216,217,219,223,240,241,258,260,  271,  280,  290,  293,  298,  300,  309,  322 

Whiting,  Jasper  S 685 

Wise,  Henry  A 542 

Wool,  John  E 66, 72, 76 

Confederate  troops.  Organization,  strength,  etc 460, 

479-484,  530-533, 615,  645,  648-6.52 

Martial  law 1 77 , 386, 398 

Preliminary  operations.  Communications  from 

Adjiitant-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A 65 

Barnard,  John  G 31,49 

Carter,  Hill 410 

Collins,  Charles 394 

Crump,  Charles  A 388 

Davis,  Jefferson 392 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 388,404 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P 16,42,47 

Hooker,  Joseph 16,19,29,45 

Hudgins,  B.  F 395 

Huger,  Benjamin 394 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 392, 400. 405,  423, 683 

Lee,  Robert  E . . . . 385, 391,  393, 396-400, 404,  405,  408,  409,  411-413,  418,  419, 421 

Lincoln,  Abraham 65 

Longstreet,  James 420 

McClellan,  George  B 8, 

10-12, 15-20, 24-27, 29, 31, 33, 36-38, 41, 43, 46, 52-55, 63, 64 

McDowell,  Irvin 9,24,28,49,50 

McLaws,  Lafayette 395 

Magruder,  John  B 386, 389,  392,  393,  395,  396,  403,  410, 422 

Marcy,  R.  B 11,15,20 

Milligan,  James  F 388,389,403 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 9 

Porter,  Fitz  John 28,37 

Puller,  John  W 395 

Quartermaster-Geiierars  Office,  C.  S.  A 400 

Scott,  Thomas  A 14,21,28 

Smith,  William  F 38 

Sumner,  Edwin  V 52,53,56,64,65 

Vanderbilt,  C 25 

War  Department,  C.  S 396 

War  Department,  U.  S 14, 18, 21, 24-26, 28,  29, 38, 39,  42, 43, 52, 64, 65 

Watson,  P.  H 41,46,51 

Williams,  S 51 

Winston,  John  A 394 

Woodbury,  Daniel  P 22,50 

Wool,  John  E 12. 14. 17, 27,  37, 39, 42, 46 
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Peninsular  Campaign,  Va. — Continued. 

Proclamations. 

McClellan,  George  B 77 

Magruder,  John  B 437 

Union  Troops. 

Composition,  etc.,  of,  sent  to  Peninsula  in  March  and  April 54 

Organization,  strength,  etc 26,30, 

53,  54,  97,  130,  176, 184, 204, 219, 230, 238, 239, 307,  308,  312, 329,  367, 380 

Washington,  D.  C.,  defense  of,  measures  for,  during 57-62 

Withdrawal  from  the  Peninsula,  and  re-enforceinents  for  Northern  Virginia. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 679, 680 

Army  Headquarters 359, 360, 375, 379 

Dix,  John  A 379 

French,  S.  G....! 680 

Ingalls,  Rufus 368,377 

Lee,  Robert  E 667, 673 

Letterman,  Jonathan 341 

McClellan,  George  B 355, 365, 370-375, 378, 379 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 384 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 373,375,378 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 341,371 

War  Department,  C.  S 680,681 

War  Department,  U.  S 341 

Wilkes,  Charles 356 

(See  also 

Chickdhominy  River ^ Va.  PamimJcey  River,  Va. 

Gloucester  County,  Va.  Richmond,  Va. 

Harrison^  Landing,  Va.  Seven-Days’  Battles,  Va. 

James  River,  Va.  Yorktown,  Va. ) 

Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery — Battalions:  1st  Marine,*  31.  Batteries:  Jones’!  (Heavy),  31] 
Schooley’st  (Heavy),  31. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  Keys’,  36.  Regiments:  1st,  36, 66;  3d,  32,  36, 38, 53, 
63, 204, 308, 370 ; 4tli,  308,  319, 370 ; 5th,  36, 132, 204, 308, 311, 367, 382 ; 6th, 
36, 141, 191, 297,  308, 367,  370;  8th,  36, 141, 168, 171,  173,  212,  238,  289,  308, 
370;  11th,  54,76,176,182,382;  12th,  47; •26th,  126. 

Infantry — Regiments : 11th,  30;  28th,  48;  54th,  54;  57th.  268;  58th,  54, 


176;  87th,  30;  98th,  149,212;  111th,  30. 

Petersburg,  Va. 

Defense  of.  Communications  from 

Collier,  Robert  R - ^>08 

Lee,  Robert  E 663 

Pannill,  William 493,498 

Turnbull,  William 612 

War  Department,  C.  S 495, 496, 502, 504, 512 

Embraced  in  Department  of  Henrico 403 

Pettigrew,  J.  J.  Mentioned 465, 484, 530, 531, 549, 550,  558, 564, 569,  574, 672, 684 

Phelps,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned 92 

Phillips,  J.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Collins 694 

Mentioned 695 

Pickens,  F.  W.  Mentioned 644 


* Afterward  assigned  to  Third  Heavy  Artillery, 
t Afterward  L.  Second  Artillery, 
i Afterward  M,  Second  Artillery. 
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Pickett,  George  E.  Meutioned 461, 498, 530, 531, 649, 675 

Pierson,  S.  F. 

Correspou deuce  with  W.  N.  Pendleton 690 

Mentioned 447, 461, 464 

Pinckney,  Thomas.  (For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  Benjamin 
Huger. ) 

Pinner,  M.  Mentioned 128 

Pleasonton,  A. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 360, 369, 373, 375, 377 

Mentioned ^ 370 

Plymouth,  U.  S.  Sloop.  Mentioned 415 

Pollock,  Dr.  Mentioned 191 

Poor,  R.  L.  Mentioned 402 

Pope,  John. 

Co-operation  with  McClellan 295,306 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 295, 306, 325, 327-330, 333 

War  Department,  U.  S 330 

Mentioned 209,  259, 269,  277,  305, 

324,328,  329,331,  334,  337,  344,  346,  357,  359,  360,  372,375,380,674-676 

Port  Royal,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 156, 172, 177-180, 277, 287, 374 

Porter,  A.  Mentioned 53, 130, 184, 238, 312, 329, 367 

Porter , Fitz  J ohn. 

Address  to  soldiers 304 

Assignments  to  command 125 

Charges  against  John  H.  Martindale  preferred  by 352 

Correspondence  with 

Cooke,  P.  St.  George 242, 256 

Dahlgren,J.  A 28 

Heintzelman,  S.  P 37 

McClellan,  George  B 130, 

135, 136, 140, 247, 248, 251-253, 265, 297, 302, 344, 352,  358, 361, 


Stoneman,  George 197 

War  Department,  U.  S 28 

Warren,  G.  K 202 

Mentioned 29,36,42,47,53,63,  79,  124,  125,  128,  131,  141,  143,  149,  155,  168, 

172,  173,  181, 183,  184, 193-195,  199,  200,  204,211,232,238,  245,  251,252, 
273,  274, 283,284,  298,  303, 304,  307,  308,  312,  329,  333,  352,  367,  376,  379 

Porter,  Horace.  Mentioned 362 

Portsmouth,  Va.  Occupation  of,  etc.  {See  Norfolk,  Va.) 

Potomac,  Army  of  the.  (Confederate.)  (See  Northern  Virginia,  Army  of.) 
Potomac,  Army  of  the.  (Union.) 

Abercrombie,  J.  J.,  assignments  to  command  in 166, 190, 191 

Addresses  to  soldiers. 

Kearny,  Philip 215 

McClellan,  George  B 210,  299 

Porter,  Fitz  John 304 

Ambulance  corps.  Organization  of 348 

Army  corps  of.  Communications  from 

McClellan,  George  B 181, 220, 327 

War  Department,  IT.  S 328,333 

Barry,  William  F.,  relieved  from  duty  as  chief  of  artillery  of 383 

Blenker’s  division  detached  from 52,53,56 

Caldwell,  John  C.,  assigned  to  command  of  Howard’s  brigade 214 
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Potomac,  Army  of  the.  (Union) — Continued. 

Cavalry  of 

Eeorganization  of,  announced 307,308 

Statement  of  horses  belonging  to,  August  1 370 

Hamilton,  C.  S.,  relieved  from  command  of  Third  Division,  Third  Corps. . 129 

Howe,  A.  P.,  assigned  to  command  of  Peck’s  brigade,  Casey’s  division 248 

Ingalls^  Eufas,  announced  as  chief  quartermaster  of 313 

Inspector-General’s  Department.  Communication  from  George  B.  M6Clel- 

lan 324 

Kearny,  Philip,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  Third  Division, 

Third  Army  Corps 129, 133 

Lotterrnan,  Jonathan,  announced  as  Medical  Director  of 313 

McDowell’s  corps  (First)  detached  from 65-68 

Mail  facilities  for 104, 105 

Naglee,  Henry  M.,  assigned  to  command  of  Casey’s  division.  Fourth  Corps.  220 
Orders,  Circulars,  series  1862:  March  17,  11;  June  28,  271,272;  July  8, 

307  ; Jul3'  12,  318;  August  10,  365;  August  11,  370,  371;  August  12,  374. 
Orders,  Field,  series  1862.  Corps:  4th,  May  9,  158. 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  2,  77;  No.  102,  33;  No.  110,  40;  No. 

113,  82;  No.  114,  83;  Nos.  115,  116,  93;  No.  117,97;  No.  118,  104; 

No.  119,  129;  Nos.  121,  122,  165;  No.  123,  167;  No.  125,  181;  No. 

126,  183;  No.  127,  188;  No.  128,  191;  No.  131,  198;  No.  133,  222; 

No.  134,  227;  No.  136,  235;  No.  137,307;  No.  138,  312;  No.  139, 

316;  No.  143,  339;  Nos.  146,  147,  348;  No.  150,  .349;  No.  152,  361; 

No.  153,  365;  No.  154,  362;  No.  155,  376.  Corps:  Cavalry  Division, 

No.  1,  307 ; 2d  (Sumner),  No.  13,  113  ; 3d  (Kearny’s  division),  No.  1,  133 ; 

No.  15,  215;  4th  (Keyes),  No.  41,  159;  5th  (Provisional),  No.  4,  304. 

Orders,  Special,  vseries  1862:  No.  83,13;  No.  90,  36;  No.  94,  46;  No. 

99,  56;  No.  114,  110;  No.  119,  118;  No.  126,  125;  No.  129,  129;  No. 

133,  133;  No.  135,  138;  No.  144,  163;  No.  145,  166;  No.  146,  168; 

No.  147,  172;  No.  153,  1^3;  No.  156, 190;  No.  168,210;  No.  170,  214; 

No.  171,215;  No.  173,  220;  No.  175,  222;  No.  182,  232;  No.  189, 

248;  No.  205,  325;  No.  245,  383.  Corps:  1st  (McDowell),  No. 5,  50. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

March  20 26 

March  31 53 

April  1 239 

April  13 97 

April  30 130 

May  20 184 

May  31 204 

June  7.  (Hooker’s  division) 219 

June  20 238,239 

July  8 307,308 

July  10 312 

July  20  ,329 

August  10 367 

August  20 380 

Palmer,  Inuis  N.,  assigned  to  command  of  Devens’  brigade.  Couch’s  division. 

Fourth  Corps 220 

Peck,  John  J.,  assigned  to  command  of  CaSey’s  division 248 

Ee-enforcements  for 87,90-92,94,216,217,219,221,230, 

258,  260,  271,  279,  280,  283,  285,  286,  290,291,293,294,301,309,311,321,322 
(See  also  Burnside,  McDowell,  and  Pope;  co-operation  with  McClellan.) 
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Potomac,  Army  of  the.  (Union) — Continued. 

Eobinson,  John  C.,  assigned  to  command  of  Birney’s  brigade,  Kearny’s 


division 222 

Sanitary  condition  of,  etc.  Communications  from 

Lettermau,  Jonathan 349,3.50 

Tripler,  C.  S 228 

Sick  and  wounded,  care  of,  etc.  Communications  from 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A 143 

Surgeon-General,  TJ.  S.  A 144 

Sickles,  Daniel  E.,  assigned  to  command  of  Second  Brigade,  Third  Corps. . 190 

Sumner,  Edwin  V.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  left  wing  of. ..  110, 113 
Taylor,  G.W.,  assigned  to  command  of  New  Jersey  regiment,  in  Slocum’s 

division,  Sixth  CorxDS 215 

Troops  of. 

Comparative  statement.  Strength  of,  April  1 and  June  20 239 

Sent  to  the  Peninsula,  in  March  and  April 54 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart,  relieved  from  duty  as  chief  quartermaster  of 312 

Wessells,  H.  W.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  Keim’s  brigade, 

Fourth  Corps 191,220 

Potter,  Henry  L.  Mentioned 235 

President,  C.  S.  (See  Jefferson  Davis.) 

President,  U.  S.  (See  Ahraliam  Lincoln.) 

Preston,  John  S.  Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E 672 

War  Department,  C.  S 631 

Preston,  William.  Mentioned 627 

Prime,  Frederick  E.  Mentioned 11 

Prince,  Henry. 

Assignments  to  command .305 

Mentioned 305 

Prisoners  of  War.  Treatment  of,  exchange,  etc 110,  111,  153, 222, 

230,  236,  315,  320,  324,  328,  368,  507,  527, 612, 630, 633, 634, 660, 666, 670 

Prisoners,  Political.  Arrest  and  treatment  of 30, 311, 364, 401, 407, 428, 562 

Private  Property.  Action  touching 37^ 


48,  161,  163,  165,  166,  176,  183,  203,222,234,316,346,362-364,401,454, 
493,  495,  496,  498,  502,  512,  517-519,  526,  562,  596,  636,  666,  669,  670 

Pryor,  Roger  A Mentioned 340, 416, 482, 498, 530, 532, 649, 656, 675 

Puller,  John  W.  Correspondence  with  John  A.  Winston 395 

Quartermastef-General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E 400, 585 

War  Department,  C.  S 504 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  ^ 

Army  Headquarters 333, 340, 353 

Belger,  James 341 

Halleck , Henry  W 208 

Ingalls,  Rufus 262,273,275,280,317,326,368,377 

McClellan,  George  B 109,111,351,353,371 

McKim,  W.  W 291 

Tompkins,  D.  D 371 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart 127,149,261 

War  Department,  U.  S 217, 310 

Quinby,  Isaac  F.  Mentioned 285 

•Radford,  R.  C.  W.  Mentioned 406,580 
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Rains,  G.  J. 

Assignments  to  command. 
Correspondence  witli 

Douglas,  H.  T 

Hill,  D.  H 

Longstreet,  James 


Page. 


608 


..  432 
516, 563 
..  509 


Magruder,  John  B 432 

Mentioned 403,  421,  482, 483,  510, 511, 531, 533, 553,  554, 601, 605, 608 

Raleigh,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 446,449,450,452 

Ramsay,  George  D.  Mentioned 109 

Ramseur,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned 443 

Randal,  Thomas.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 654 

Randolph,  George  W.  Mentioned 390, 

399,  402,  404,  411,  412,  415,  420,  426,  435,  464,  468,  469,  471,  474,  488, 
508,510,  525,569,  597,  599,617,  618,  628-630,632,639,644,  647,672,689 
(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S.) 

Rankin,  William  G.  Mentioned 128 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 585 

Lee,  Robert  E. 583 

War  Department,  C.  S 565,566 

Mentioned 575, 580, 598, 610, 613, 636, 651, 665 

Rappahannock,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 423 

Rappahannock,  Department  of.  (Union.) 

Constituted  and  limits  detiued 67,68 

McDowell,  Irvin,  assigned  to  command 67,68 

Rebecca,  Schooner.  Mentioned 400 

Recruiting,  Organizing,  etc.,  of  Troops.  (See,  respectively,  Cow/ederate  and 
Union  Troops.) 

Refugees,  etc.  Communications  from  George  B.  McClellan 120 

Reno,  Jesse  L.  Mentioned 459,474 

Reno,  Marcus  A.  Mentioned 292 

Reynolds,  John  F.  Mentioned 243 

Rhett,  Thomas  G.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  J.  E.  Johnston.) 

Rhett,  Thomas  S. 

Correspondence  with 


Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A, 


646 

Lee,  Robert  E 542, 642,  659,  663 

Pendleton,  W.  N 684 

Mentioned 608,616,617,645,673 

Rhode  Island  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  E,  133. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  36,55;  2d,  149,212. 

Rice,  H.  M.  Correspondence  with  Henry  M.  Naglee 150 

Richardson,  Charles.  Mentioned 652 

Richardson,  Israel  B. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 141 

Sumner,  E.V 20 

Mentioned 10, 15, 52, 53, 57, 60,  62,  65, 

82,  101,  102,  130,  132,  135,  140,  141,  145,  146,  182,  184,  238,  249,  312,  406 

Richardson,  J.  H.  Mentioned 507 

Richardson,  L.  W.  Mentioned 451,686 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S.  (Merrimac  No.  2).  Mentioned 335,336,342,375 
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Richmond,  Va. 

Defense  of  (immediate).  Communications  from 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 504 

Lee,  Robert  E 658’ 

Rhett,  T.  S 684 

Records,  etc.,  removal  of,  from  504,  .557 

Smith,  Gustavus  W.,  assumes  command  of  defenses  of 691 

Richmond,  City  of.  Steamer.  Mentioned 142 

Riddick,  Richard  H.  Mentioned 492 

Riddick,  W.  L.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  A.  G.  Blanchard.) 

Ripley,  James  W.  Mentioned 103 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.A.) 

Ripley,  R.  S. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 668 

Mentioned  340, 563, 573, 595, 601,  609, 650, 658, 671 

Rives,  Alfred  L.  Mentioned 384, 39 1 , 435, 515,  519, 534,  548, 572 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A.) 

Robbins,  Mr.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Gloucester  County,  Va.,  Citizens  of.) 

Robbins,  John  P.  Mentioned 244 

Robert  Morris,  Steamer.  Mentioned 142 

Roberts,  Joseph.  Mentioned 54, 348 

Robertson,  B.  H.  Mentioned 529,537-539,550 

Robinson,  John  C. 

Assignments  to  command 222 

Mentioned 176, 222, 254 

Robinson,  John  M.  Mentioned 485 

Rodes,  R.  E. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 498, 564 

Mentioned 426, 

427,  440,  445, 450,  482, 498, 525, 531,  532,  553,  554,  559,  563,  592,  650,  671 


Rodgers,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborougb,  L.  M 277,287 

McClellan,  George  B 75, 90, 156, 250, 256 

Myer,  Albert  J 320 

Mentioned 15, 147, 148, 150, 151, 153, 

156,157,  160,  162,163,  167,169,172,262,269,277,281,  282,  287,  294,  .343 

Roe,  William  B.  Mentioned 243,244 

Rogers,  George  T.  Mentioned  . 592, 603 

Rootes,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned 423 

Rucker,  Daniel  H.  Mentioned 66,68,128 

Rush,  Richard  H.  Mentioned •- 203, 308 

Sacket,  Delos  B. 


Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 324 

Mentioned 15 

Sadler,  J.  A.  Mentioned 564 

St.  John,  Isaac  M.  Mentioned 435 

Sanford,  Mr.  Mentioned 208 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 153,172 

Satellite,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 287 

Savannah,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 153 

Sawtelle,  Charles  G.  Mentioned 128, 377 

Saxton,  Rufus.  Mentioned 194, 201 

Schaeffer,  George  C.  Mentioned 236 
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Schenck)  Robert  C.  Mentioned 162 

Schenkl,  John  F.  Mentioned 106,239 

Scott,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 14,21,28 

Mentioned 43 

(For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Sec.  of  War,  see  War  Department,  U.  S.) 

Scott,  Winfield. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 4,5 

Mentioned 4, 5 

Retirement  of 4-6 


Sebago,  U.  S.  S.'  Mentioned 109,115,127,245,287 

Sedgwick,  John. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 27, 136, 141 

Mentioned  11, 12, 41, 53, 63, 84, 85, 

101,  102,  135,140,  141,  143, 146,  148,  149, 152,  182, 184,  197,238,  312,  367 
Seminole,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 172 


Semmes,  Paul  J. 


Assignments  to  command 473 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E 643 

Smith,  William  F 117 

Mentioned 431, 456, 473, 480, 612, 624, 643, 651 


Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  during.  Communications  from 


Aiken,  D.  Wyatt 623 

Anderson,  S.  S 618 

Cole,  A.  H 689 

Davis,  Jefferson 618,623 

Dix,  John  A 269,275,278,279,282,283,288,289 

Guild,  L 633 

Hammerstein,  Herbert  von 284 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P 254 

Henagan,  John  W 624 

Hill,  Ambrose  P 619, 620, 622 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 621, 623 

Hooker,  Joseph 264-266 

Huger,  Benjamin 617 

Ingalls,  Rufus 275, 280 

Jackson,  T.  J 612,620 

Jones,  D.  R 625 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 256, 283, 284 

Lee,  Robert  E. 612, 613, 617, 619, 620, 622, 630, 686, 687 

Lee,  Stephen  D 686, 687 

Lincoln,  Abraham 259, 269, 270, 274, 276, 278, 279, 286 

Longstreet,  James 687 

McAlpin,  C.  S 276 

McClellan,  George  B 251-255,257,259,260,264-266,270-272,280-283,287 

Magruder,  John  B 621,689 

Marcy,  R.  B 254 

Minor,  George 615 

Naglee,  Henry  M 263, 266 

Peck,  John  J 255,284 

Pendleton,  W.  N 687 

Pierson,  S.  F 690 
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Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  during — Continued. 

Communications  from 

Porter,  Fitz  John 253,256,297 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 340 

Upshaw,  Thomas  E 626 

Walker,  J.  G 619 

War  Department,  C.  S 618-621,626,627 

War  Department,  U.  S 258,271,275-277,279-281 

Ward,  J.  H.  Hohart 268 

(See  also  White  House,  Va.) 

Seward,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Lincoln,  Abraham 170,  274, 276 

McClellan,  George  B 180 

Seybolt,  T.  S 334 

War  Department,  U.  S 178,276 

Mentioned 174 

Sewell’s  Point,  Va.  Naval  demonstration  on,  May  8.  Communications  from 

Goldsborough,  L.  M 155 

Lincoln,  Abraham 159 

War  Department,  U.  S 153 

Seybolt,  T.  S.  Correspondence  with  William  H.  Seward 334 

Seymour,  Truman.  Mentioned 312,367 

Shenandoah,  Department  of  the.  (Union.) 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.,  assigned  to  command 67,68 

Constituted  and  limits  defined 67,68 

Shenandoah  Valley,  Va. 

Congratulatory  order  (Johnston)  to  Confederate  troops  in 685 

Operations  in.  {See  Northeastern  Virginia.) 

Ke-enforcements  for 589,590,594 

Sherman,  T.  W.  Mentioned 8, 544 

Shields,  James.  Mentioned 11, 32, 

36, 39, 53, 59, 170, 186, 194, 202, 205, 224, 284, 331, 575, 579, 602 

Shields,  J.  C.  Mentioned 608,616 

Shorter,  John  G.  Mentioned 640 

Shultz,  Steamer.  Mentioned 400 

Sickles,  Daniel  E. 

Assignments  to  command 190 

Detailed  on  recruiting  service  325 

Mentioned 29, 190, 246, 264, 304, 325 

Sigel,  Franz. 

Assignments  to  command 205 

Mentioned 205, 236, 277, 296, 326 

Slaughter,  P.  P.  Mentioned 592 

Slaves  and  Slave  Property.  References  to 328, 362- 

364,390,430,434,437,443,465,475,478,486,  500,  517,  593,  597,  633,  668 

Slocum,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 184,238,245,302,312,367 

Smith,  A.  K.  Mentioned 228 

Smith,  C.  P.,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 269 

Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 626 

Mentioned 114,609 

Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

Assignments  to  command 392, 448, 691 
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Smith,  Gustavus  W.— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 680 

HiU,  D.  H 678,679 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 563 

Lee,  Robert  E 427, 672, 677 

Magruder,  John  B 528, 535, 538, 545, 559 

Mentioned 217, 

392,  404, 423, 445, 446, 448, 466, 478, 479, 483-488, 503, 528-531, 537- 
539,  549,  550, 553,  557, 577,  587, 589, 591, 594, 671, 678-680,685, 691 
Orders,  General,  series  1862 : No.  1,  691. 

Smith,  Henry  W.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Silas  Casey.) 

Smith,  Larkin.  Mentioned 684 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster- General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A.) 

Smith,  S.  J.  Mentioned 284 

Smith,  William. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 137,  l‘SS 

Mentioned 179 

Smith,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 38, 137, 140, 142, 161, 215, 248, 251, 259 

Senimes,  Paul  J 117 

Mentioned 31, 37,  38,  42, 47,  53,  63,  69,  70,  75,  78, 84, 85,  101-103, 105-107, 116,. 

118,  119,  121, 134, 137,  150, 158,  159,  168, 184, 238,  244,  312,  319,  .367,  382 

Smith,  W.  P.  Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 658 

Smyth,  Charles  G.  Mentioned 24S 

Sonoma,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 384 

Sorrel,  G.  Moxley.  Mentioned 510, 51t 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Janies  Longstreet.) 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries:  Chesterfield  (Coif),  652;  Hart’s, 650 ; German  {Bach- 
man), 650 ; Macbeth  {Boyce),  644,  645 ; Pee  Dee  {McIntosh),  394,  649 
Rhett’s,  539,  650, 652. 

Cavalry — Battalions  : 4th,  645. 

Infantry— fiafta//o/7S ; 3d,  644,  645.  Regiments:  1st  Rifles,  458,  649;  2d 
Rifles,  649;  1st  {Hamilton),  394,  43.5,649,675;  2d,  480, 532,  651 ; 3d,  432^ 

480,  532,  651;  4th,*  5th,  6th,  481,  532,  649;  7th,  432,  480,  532,  623,  624„ 

625.  651 ; 8th,  432,  480,  532,  625,  651 ; 9th,  481,  532 ; 12th,  13th,  14th,. 

649;  15th,  17th,  18th,  644,  645;  22d,  675;  23d,  644,  645;  Palmetto 
Sharpshooters,  649. 

Miscellaneous : Hampton  Legion,  483, 531, 558,  652,  657  ; Holcombe  Le- 
gion, 644, 645. 

Southeastern  Virginia.  Martial  law 77 

(See  also  Williamshurg,  Va.,  counties  of  Elizabeth  City,  James  City,  York, 
Warwick,  Gloucester,  and  Matthews.) 


Southfield,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 


287 


Sprague,  William. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 1461 

Mentioned 301,302,311 

Sprigg,  Captain.  Mentioned 236 

Stanard,  H.  M.  (For  correspondence  as  Actg.  A.  D.  C.,  see  John  B.  Magruder.) 

Stanard,  JohnB.  Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A .504 

Stanly,  Edward.  Mentioned 221 


Reorganized  April  26,  1862,  as  Fourth  South  Carolina  Battalion. 
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Stanton,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned 12, 

19,  25,  59,  65,  66,  80,  88,  106,  111,  112,  121,  144,  154,  155,  165,  173,  181, 
182, 187,  190, 205, 216, 220, 239, 286,  294,  310,  311,  330,  337,  341,  368,  380 
(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S.) 

Star,  Steamer.  Mentioned 353,354 

State  of  Maine,  Steamer.  Mentioned 263 

Stepping  Stones,  Steamer.  Mentioned 19 

Sterrett,  Isaac  S.  Mentioned 414 

Steuart,  George  H.  Mentioned 580 

Stevens,  E.  A.,  U.  S.  Revenue  Steamer.  Mentioned 86, 

87, 89, 92, 153, 155, 164, 169, 172, 177-180, 477 

Stevens.  Isaac  I.  Mentioned 322 

Stevens,  Walter  H. 

Correspondence  witli  Robert  E.  Lee 571, 572,  .574, 606 

Mentioned  . . . 500, 501,  503, 514, 521, 534, 542, 573, 586,  604, 606, 641, 661, 663,  668, 689 
Stevenson,  Carter  L. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  Huger 402 

Mentioned 394 

Stewart,  Charles  S.  Mentioned 22, 108 

Stoddert,  W. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 401 

Mentioned 408 

Stone,  L.  H.  Mentioned 334 

Stoneman,  George. 

Correspondence  with  • 

Averell,  William  W 319 

Keyes,  E.  D 157 

McClellan,  George  B 147, 152, 161 

Porter,  Fitz  John 197 

Mentioned 135,148-150,162, 

184, 194,212,232,238,  245,270,  273,  275,  276,  278,  311,  312,  329,  367,  383 

Stryker,  William  S.  Mentioned 243 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B. 

Assignments  to  command 558 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 402, 406 

Lee,  Robert  E 590, 606, 660, 674 

Longstreet,  James 415 

Munford,  Thomas  T 407 

Mentioned 21 , 233, 234, 304, 

406, 408, 423, 484, 490, 531, 533,  535,  536,  538,  539,  542,  546,  558,  568, 570, 
577, 580, 582, 584, 592, 600,  604,  637,  638, 645,  652,  655,  657,  666,  670,  676 

Stuart,  K.  J.  Mentioned 428,429 

Stuart,  William  D.  Mentioned 506,520,561,603 

Stuart’s  Raid,  June  13-15.  Communication  from  Robert  E.  Lee 590 

Sturgis,  S.  D.  Mentioned 296 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E 405, 430, 662 

War  Department,  C.  S 504 

Subsistence  Stores.  Supplies  of.  (See  Munitiona  of  War.) 

Sumner,  Edwin  V. 

Assignments  to  command 110, 113,210 

‘Correspondence  with 

Coclirane,  John 356 

Kearny,  Philip 213 
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Sumner,  Edwin  V. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Keyes,  E.D. 117 

McClellan,  George  B 10,. 

12,  21,  32,  33,  39,  41,  43-45,  47-49,  51-53,  55,  56,  64,  101,  118,  130, 
132,135-137,  139,  145,  182,  197,203,206,207,248,  249,252,259,  300 

Eichardson,  Israel  B 20) 

Wadsworth,  James  S 57 

War  Department,  U.  S 64,65i» 

Mentioned 11,32,. 

36, 41, 53, 55, 56,  58, 60, 62, 65, 67, 72, 73, 76, 82,  97. 102, 110,  113, 117, 130,. 
140, 150, 154, 155, 168,  172, 173, 184,  204,207,  210-212,  214,226,  228,  229,. 
238,  250,  254,  298,  302,  303,  307,  308,  312,  325, 329, 361, 367, 401, 405, 406. 
Surgeon-General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Guild,  L 633 

War  Department,  C.  S 504 

Surgeon-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 144 

Letterman,  Jonathan 341 

War  Department,  U.  S 144 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 172; 

Suydam,  C.  C.  Mentioned 284,383 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  E.  D.  Keyes.) 

Sweitzer,  N.  B.  Mentioned 142: 

(For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  George  B.  McClellan.) 

Sykes,  George.  Mentioned .53,168,184,238,312,367 

Talcott,  Charles  G.  Mentioned 598; 

(For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  Bohert  E.  Lee.) 

Taliaferro,  E.  Correspondence  with  John  B.  Magruder 421 

Taliaferro,  W.  B.  Mentioned 648 

Tallacca,  Steamer.  Mentioned 353 

Tapscott,  John  B.  Mentioned  — . 493 

Tatnall,  Josiah. 

Correspondence  with 

Barney,  J.  N 45{jP 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 477 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 449 

Mentioned 415, 452, 469, 476, 488 

Tayloe,  J.  W.  Mentioned 439» 

Taylor,  George  W. 

Assignments  to  command 215 

Mentioned  162, 215, 304 

Taylor,  J.  H.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Edwin  V.  Sumner.) 

Taylor,  John  G.  Mentioned 450> 

Taylor,  John  McL.  Mentioned 78 

Taylor,  M.  P.  Mentioned 491 

Taylor,  Richard.  Mentioned 648, 655- 

Taylor,  W.  H.  Mentioned 499,500? 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Bohert  E.  Lee.) 

Teazer,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 418, 437, 444, 450, 452, 47Q> 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  7th,  14th,  484,  531,  650. 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

InfaoiTy — Regiments:  1st,  4th,  5th,  483,  531,  652,  655. 
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Thickstun,  Israel.  Mentioned 243,245 

Thomas,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 128 

Thomas  Jefferson,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 262 

Thomas,  Lorenzo. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 57,61 

Mentioned 15, 56, 57, 61, 71, 216, 368, 383 

(For  correspondence  as  Adjt.  Gen.,  see  Adjutant- GeneraV 8 Office,  U.  S.  A.) 

Thorbora,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .311 

Tioga,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 295, 384 

Titus,  Bilas.  Mentioned 284 

Todd,  Everett.  Mentioned ' 546 

Tomlin,  H.  B.  Mentioned 520 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D. 

Correspondence  with  Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  A 371 

Mentioned *. 318 

Tompkins,  Daniel  S.  Mentioned 243 

Toombs,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Magruder 441,444,459 

Mentioned 406,  443,  445,  450,  451,  456, 

465,  480,  530,  532,  565,  574,  578,  579,  600,  601,  608,  609,  612,  630,  650,  675 

Torpedoes.  Use  of  as  means  of  warfare .509-511,  516,  517 

Townsend,  E.  D.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office,  TJ.  S.  A.) 

Trade  and  Intercourse.  Reference  to 146,  424 

Trans-Mississippi  District.  John  B.  Magruder  assigned  to  command 540 

Transportation  (railroad  and  river).  Communications  from 

Bird,  H.  D 

Collier,  Robert  R 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 

Ingalls,  Rufus 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 533,555 

Lee,  Robert  E 508, 519,  .5.36, 574 

McAlpin,  C.  S 276 

McClellan,  Qeorge  B 15,  48, 63, 160, 170, 182, 236 

^Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 400 

•Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 217,261,317,353,371 

Sumner,  Edwin  V 49 

Yan  Vliet,  Stewart 149,261 

War  Department,  C.  S 485,490,501,507,546 

War  Department,  U.  S 14,64,  170,173,178,216 

Trimble,  Isaac  R.  Mentioned 547, 648 

Tripler,  Charles  S.  Correspondence  with 

Clarke,  H.  F 229 

McClellan,  George  B 228 

Triplett,  Captain.  Mentioned 236 

Tucker,  John. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 90,141,217,293 

Mentioned 14, 142, 262, 276, 281, 353, 354 

(For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Sec.  of  War,  see  War  Department,  V.  S.) 
Tucker,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 488 

Magruder,  John  B 470 

Mentioned 452, 469,  .500, 503 


598 

508 

....  627,639 
262, 368,  377 
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Turnbull,  William. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 512 

Mentioned 597 

Turner,  Mr.  Mentioned 408 

Tyler,  Nat.  Mentioned 507 

Tyler,  Robert  O.  Mentioned 184, 191 

Union  Troops. 

Mentioned. 


Artillery— ^e^r/'/neflfs ; 2d  (Batteries),  G,  133;  I,  30;  4th  (Batteries),  D, 
54  ; K,  266 ; L,  54. 

CsbYSklrj— Regiments : Ist,  36, 297, 370  ; 2d,  51;  ^tla.  (Headquarters  Escort), 
53, 130, 184, 204, 238, 312, 329, 367 ; 5th,  36, 41, 297, 319, 370 ; 6th,  36, 41, 
152, 370. 


Engmeevs— Battalions : Duane’s,  7,  31,  50,  51,  53,  130,168,172,184,204, 

238, 312, 329, 367. 

Volunteers— /?e5r//ne/?fs ; Berdan’s  Sharpshooters,  47. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Middle  Department 30 

Potomac,  Army  of  the 26, 

53,  97,  130,  184,  204,  219,  238,239,  307,308,  312,  329,  367,  380 

Virginia,  Department  of 54, 176, 204 

Recruitment,  organization,  etc. 

Communications  from 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 355 

McClellan,  George  B 105, 165, 182, 310, 323, 338, 344, 347 

War  Department,  U.  S 105 

Wool,  John  E 330 

Meagher,  Thomas  F.,  ordered  on  recruiting  service 325 

Sickles,  Daniel  E.,  ordered  on  recruiting  service 325 

Upshaw,  Thomas  B.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 626 

Van  Alen,  James  H. 

Assigned  to  command  at  Yorktown  and  Gloucester,  Va 138 

Mentioned 138, 140, 184, 204, 257, 311, 376, 381 

Van  Buren,  William  H.  Mentioned 144 

Vanderbilt,  Steamer.  Mentioned 26, 29, 43, 46, 157, 194, 263, 477 

Vanderbilt,  Cornelius. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 25,26 

Mentioned 42, 43, 46 

Van  Rensselaer,  Henry.  Mentioned 15 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart. 

Assignments  to  command 312 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M 258 

McClellan,  George  B 71 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 127,149,261 

Mentioned 11, 1 04, 109,  111,  261-263, 312, 313 

Vegesack,  Ernest  von.  Mentioned 73,76 

Venable,  Richard  M.  (For  correspondence  as  Adjutant,  see  Henry  C.  Cabell.) 
Vermont  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry— ^e^//ne/?fs:  1st,  36,55;  3d,  103. 

Viele,  Egbert  L.  Mentioned 53,162,176,231 

Virginia,  Steamer.  Mentioned 423 

Virginia,  C.  S.  S.  (U.  S.  Frigate  Merrimac). 

Destruction  of.  Communications  from 

McClellan,  George  B 164 
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Virginia,  C.  S.  S.  (U.  S.  Frigate  Merrimac)^ — Continued. 

Destruction  of.  Communications  from 

War  Department,  U.  S 163 

Wool,  John  E 167 

Mentioned 9, 26, 28, 29, 39, 43, 46, 51, 58, 63, 64, 

68, 77,  80,  88, 89, 95, 96, 99, 100, 120, 122, 147, 148, 153,  155,  157, 160,  162- 
164,167,335,336,386,  387,  390,  393,  395,396,404,415,417,422,  429-431, 
435, 437, 442, 444, 446,  452, 462,  469, 473,  476-478,  488,  494-496,  499,  504 

Virginia. 

Military  departments  embracing 13, 67, 68, 207 

Militia  of,  called  into  service 683 

Operations  in.  (See 

Northeastern  Virginia. 

Peninsular  Campaign.  Va.) 

Proclamation  to  citizens  of.  (Magruder) 437 

Troops  of,  in  Confederate  service.  Right  wing.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  614,615 

Virginia,  Adjutant-General’s  Office.  Orders,  April  11,  1862  683 

Virginia,  Department  of.  (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  John  A.  Dix 311, 

344, 347, 359,  .360, 374,  379, 382 

Dix,  John  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  troops  at  Fort  Monroe  206, 207, 211, 212 

Limits  extended 207 

McClellan,  George  B.,  assigned  to  command  of 207 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  (Dix),  No.  1,  211;  No.  2,  212;  ( lFooi!)> No.  46, 

176 ; No.  52,  199 ; No.  53,  211. 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

March  31 54 

May  16  (Norfolk  and  vicinity) 176 

May  31 204 

Wool,  John  E.,  relinquishes  command  of 211 

Virginia,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Dimmock,  C 573 

Harman,  A.  W 224 

Longstreet,  James 614 

War  Department,  C.  S 614 

Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Battalions:  10th  {Allen),  481;  12th  {Boggs),  616.  Batteries: 
Albemarle  {Wyatt),  652;  Alexandria  {Kemper),  480,532,651,688,691; 
Amherst  {Kirkpatrick),  652  ; Ancell’s,  652  ; Armistead’s,  483, 525, 533, 

561;  Ashland  {Woolfolk),  652,687,688;  Bedford  (Jordan),  410, 525, 686- 
688,691;  Branch’s,  652;  Charlottesville  {Carrington),  6b2’,  Clark’s,  539, 

615, 650, 652, 690 ; Crenshaw’s,  340, 649 ; Dabney’s,  520, 687 ; Dixie  ( Chap- 
man), 615, 6i9  ] Fauquier  (/S'M&Ziwy),  481, 532, 615, 649, 687  ; Fredericks- 
burg {Braxton),  484, 531,  650 ; French’s,  561, 611, 652 ; Graham’s,  554, 652 ; 
Grandy’s,  652  ; Gloucester  {Montague),  525  ; Hanover  {Nelson),  443, 615, 

650;  Huckstep’s,  652;  Huger’s,  615,651;  James  City  {Bichardson), 
424,450,451,459,652,688;  Johnson’s  (J.  R.),  648;  Johnson’s  (M.),  340, 

649;  King  William  (CaWer),  482,532, 564,615, 650;  Latham  {Bearing), 
481,531,615,649,687;  Letcher  {Davidson),  340,649;  Loudoun  {Rogers), 
481,531,615,649;  McComas’,  459,507;  Magruder  {T.  Jeff.  Page,  jr.),A25, 
443,480,532,686,688,691;  Middlesex  {Fleet),  649;  Moorman’s,  651; 
Morris  (R.  C.M.  Page),  340,652;  Moseley’s,  539,615,651;  Orange  (Pey- 
ton), 539,  615,  650,  652,  690 ; Parker’s,  648 ; Peninsula  ( Cosnahan),  457, 
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Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Artillery — Batteries:  Peninsula  (Cosnahan),  480,532,686,  688,  696;  Ports- 
mouth (Grimes),  615,  651;  Powhatan  (Dance),  652;  Purcell  (Pegram), 
340,  649;  Richmond,  Fayette  (Macon),  482,  532,  615,  652;  Richmond 
Howitzers  (McCarthy),  480, 532, 651,  (Hudnall)  340,  (Smith)  652,  (Stanard) 
340,481,532;  Ringgold  (Stamps),  Ritter’s,  652,688;  Ruffin’s,  652, 
662;  Salem  Flying  652;  Sands’,  480, 532 ; Staunton  (Balthis), 

483,531,648,652;  Stuart  Horse  (Pelham),  484,533,  652;  Thomas  (Ander- 
son), 115,340,615;  Turner  (Leake),  644,  645;  Turner’s  (W.  H.  Turner), 
615, 651, 652 ; United  Artillery  (Kevill),  518, 535,  549, 610, 615, 689 ; Wat- 
son’s, 615,  652;  Williamsburg  (Garrett  and  Coke),  479,  532,  615,  6.52; 
Wise  (Brown),  650,  688;  Young’s,  479, 532, 575, 652,  686, 688.  Battalions 
(Heavy):  Harris’,  522,539,540.  Regiments:  2d,  649;  3d  (Companies), 
Bossieux’s,  539 ; 3d  ( Companies),  Carrington’s,  539  ; 4th,  402, 522, 525, 
540, 592, 615, 650. 


Cavalry — Battalions:  14th  (Burroughs),  15th  (Critcher),  652,  666; 
Douthat’s,  525.  Companies:  Lunenburg,’^  391;  Matthews’  Light  Dra- 
goons, 483,  533.  Regiments : 1st,  402,  484,  533, 539,  652,  657 ; 3d,  478,  565, 
652,  657;  4th,  202,  484,  533,  539,  652,  657;  5th,  9th,  652,  657;  10th,t  396, 
419,  497,  507,  519,  523,  542,  558,  652,  657,  689 ; 13th,  652. 

Infantry — Battalions : Noland’s  ;t  479,532;  1st,  648;  5th,  615,  651.  Com- 
panies : Old  Dominion  Rifles,  481.  Regiments : 1st,  481,  531, 615,  649 ; 2d, 
648  ; 3d,  340,  465,  481,  532,615,  649 ; 4th,  561,  648  ; 5th,  340,  648  ; 6,th,  .584, 
•592,599,  603,  604,  615,  651;  7th.  481,531,  615,  649;  8th,  340,  481,  531,  615, 
649 ; 9th  ( Militia),  483,  533  ; 9th,  535, 615,  651 ; 10th,  648  ; 11th,  481,  531, 
615,  649 ; 12th,  61.5,  651 ; 13th,  648;  14th,  615,  651 ; 15th,  473,  479,  532, 
651 : 16th,  615, 651 ; 17th,  481,531,  615,  649 ; 18th,  340,  481,  531,  615, 649  ; 
19th,  481, 531,  615,  649 ; 20th,  507,  542, 650 ; 21st  (Militia),  483,  533 ; 21st, 
23d,  648 ; 24th,  432,  482,  532, 559, 595,  605, 615,  649  ; 25th,  648;  26th,  525, 
542,  561,  615,  650 ; 27th,  648 ; 28th,  481,  531, 615,  649 ; 30th,  230,  566,  651 ; 
31st,  648  ; 32d,  389, 481,  643,  651 ; 33d,  37th,  648 ; 38th,  392,  480,  532, 596, 
615, 651 ; 40th,  649 ; 41st,  615,  651 ; 42d,  44th,  648 ; 46th,  427,  483, 507, 525, 
533, 542, 561,  615,  650 ; 47th,  340,  484, 531, 649 ; 48th,  648 ; 49th,  483, 533, 
615, 651 ; 52d  (Militia),  481 ; 52d,  648 ; 53d,  571,  615,  651 ; 55th,  649 ; 56th, 
520,  521,  555,  584,  592,603,  604,  615,  649;  57th,  617,  651;  58th,  648;  59th, 
507,  650;  60th,  458,  649,  664;  QLst  (Militia),  483,  533;  61st,  652;  68th 
(Militia),  481 ; 115th  (Militia),  481. 


Wachusett,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 185,244,245,282,384 

Wadsworth,  James  S. 

Assignments  to  command 13 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 54,55  ’ 

Sumner,  E.  V 57 

War  Department,  U.  S 60, 67 


Mentioned 


13, 26, 27, 36, 47, 53, 55-57, 59, 60, 62, 64, 73 


Wagner,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 128 

Wagner,  Orlando  G.  Mentioned 105 

Walker,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned 560 

Walker,  Mr.  Mentioned 637 

Walker,  J.  A.  Mentioned 654 


* Assigned  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry,  January  18,  1802. 
t Sometimes  called  Wise  Legion  Cavalry. 

; Harwood’s  company,  Fifty-third  Virginia,  and  Greenville  Guards. 
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Walker,  J.  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 579 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 565 

Huger,  Benjamin 553 

Lee,  Robert  E 575 

War  Department,  C.  S 561, 565, 575, 584, 588, 598, 611, 618-  620 

Mentioned 392, 552, 553, 555, 556, 565, 617-619, 635, 661, 656 

Wallace,  Lewis.  Mentioned 285 

W'alton,  J.  B.  Mentioned 516,609 

War,  Council  of.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  March  13,  1862 58 

War  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 504 

Armistead,  Lewis  A 546, 556, 558 

Bird,  H.D 598 

Bragg,  Braxton 627 

Branch,  J.  R 504 

Collier,  Robert  R 508 

Daniel,  Peter  V 501 

Davis,  Jefferson 618,623,680-682 

Dorman,  J.  B 631 

Drewry’s  Bluff,  Va.,  Senior  Officer  at 571 

Dunwody,  John 631 

Edmundson,  J.  R 633 

Finegan,  Joseph  E 639 

Fontaine,  Edmund 502 

Goode,  J.  Thomas 438 

Hill,  D.  H 439, 441, 442, 447, 454, 461, 464, 506, 510, 544, 587 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 559, 619, 621, 623, 631 

Huger,  Benjamin 414, 472, 485, 490, 507, 515, 548, 617, 643, 681 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 407, 408, 470, 478, 526, 551 

Joynes,  William  T 496,518 

Leadbetter,  Danville 626 

Lee,  Robert  E 545, 

575,  579-581, 583,  584,  590,  609,  617,  619,  635,  638, 640,  063, 674,  675,  681 

McLaws,  Lafayette 395 

Magruder,  John  B.  392,  393, 395, 396, 403,  422, 436-438,  444, 446, 475, 494-496, 630 

Mahone,  William 544 

Mallett,  P 631 

Maury,  J.  M 466 

Maury,  Matthew  F 487 

Milligan,  James  F 566, 622, 623, 625, 626 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 414, 423, 566 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 504 

Pannill,  William 495,  498,  502,  517 

Pemberton,  J.  C 591,627 

Preston,  J.  S 631 

Quartermaster-GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 504 

Ransom,  R.,  jr 565,566 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 626 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 504 

Surgeon-GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 504 

Turnbull,  William 512 

Upshaw,  Thomas  E 626 
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War  Department,  C.  S. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Virginia,  Governor  of ' 614 

Walker,  J.  G 561,565,575,584,588,598,611,618-620 

Records  of,  removal  of,  from  Richmond 557 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 156 

Army  Headquarters 337, 341 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 94 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 221, 224, 271, 300, 305, 326 

Campbell,  David 177 

Casey,  Silas 95, 274 

Dix,  John  A 206, 221, 231, 260, 273- 

275,278,279,282,283,  288-290,  300,  304,  305,  309,  322,  344,  347,379,382 

Ferguson,  C.  B 91 

Halleck,  Henry  W 208, 271, 279, 280, 285, 286, 314 

Hawkins,  Rush  C 290 

Hitchcock,  E.  A 57,61,100 

Hunter,  David 290 

Lincoln,  Abraham 65, 121 


McClellan,  George  B 8, 10, 12, 15, 17-19, 24, 25, 28, 29, 31, 32, 37-39, 41, 52, 55, 

58, 63, 64, 66, 67, 73, 77, 78,  82, 86,  87,  90-92, 94,  97-100, 102,  103, 105, 107, 
108,110,113,  119-121,  123-126,  129,  131-134,  139,  141-143,  145-148, 150, 
151,  153,  154,  156,  157,  160,  163-167,  169-171,  173-179, 182, 184, 185, 188, 
19.J-196,  200,  201,  208,  209,  212,  214,  217,  219,223-225,  229,  231-234,239- 
242,  251,  253,  254,  257-260,  264-266,  270, 280,  281,  291,  298,  308,  327,  328 


McDowell,  Irvin 216 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 177 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 122, 190 

Pope,  John 330 

Porter,  Fitz  John 28 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 217,310 

Scott,  Thomas  A 14, 21, 28 

Scott,  Winfield 4,5 

Seward,  William  H 178, 276 

Sprague,  William 146 

Sumner,  Edwin  V 64, 65 

Surgeon-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 144 

Thomas,  Lorenzo 57, 61 

Tucker,  John 90,141,217,293 

Vanderbilt,  Cornelius. 25,26 

Wadsworth,  James  S 60,67 

Watson,  P.  H 41,  46,  51,  147, 153, 157, 160, 162,  163 

Wool,  John  E 13, 14, 17,  25, 27,  29,37-39,  42,  43,  46,  66,  68,  71-73,  76, 

88, 89, 96, 120, 138,  139, 143,  169, 174, 175,  180, 181, 185, 187, 189, 277,  330 
Ward,  George  T. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Magruder 424 

Mentioned - 426,482,496,531,533 

Ward,  J.  H.  Hobart. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  Kearny 213,268 

Mentioned 213,226 


Warren,  G.  K. 

Correspondence  with  Fitz  John  Porter 202 

Mentioned 191, 203 
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Warren,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned 96 

Warwick  County,  Va.  Martial  law 386 

Washington,  D.  C.  Defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Hitchcock,  E.  A 61 

Lincoln,  Abraham 57,65 

McClellan,  George  B 59 

Thomas,  Lorenzo 61 

Wadsworth,  James  S 60,67 

War  Department,  U.  S 57,58 

Council  of  war 58 

Troops  for,  strength  of,  etc 60, 62 

Washington,  District  of. 

Limits  defined 13 

Wadsworth,  James  S.,  assigned  to  command 13 

Washington,  J.  B.  Mentioned 408 

Washington,  T.  A.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  E.  Lee.) 

Watson,  Surgeon.  Mentioned 616 

Watson,  P.H.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 41, 

46, 51, 147, 153, 157, 160, 162,163 

(For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Sec.  of  War,  see  War  Department,  U.  S.) 

Wattler,  Captain.  Mentioned 11 

Webb,  Alexander  S.  Mentioned •. 106,284 

Webb,  William  A.  Mentioned 448 

Weber,  Max.  Mentioned 54,176 

Webster,  Daniel,  Steamer.  Mentioned 263 

Welles,  Gideon.  Mentioned 121, 174, 178, 179, 187, 278 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S.) 

Wentz,  Mr.  Mentioned 276 

Wessells,  Henry  W. 

Assignments  to  command 191,220 

Mentioned 191, 220, 284 

West,  E.  Walter.  Mentioned 246 

West,  George.  Mentioned 564 

West  Point,  Steamer.  Mentioned 400 

West,  Robert  M.  Mentioned 238,312,367 

West  Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments  : 1st,  36. 

Western  Virginia.  Re-enforcements  for.  (Confederate) 647,648,664 

Whipple,  W.  D.  Mentioned 20'> 

White,  Captain.  Mentioned 563 

White,  A.  M.  Mentioned 415,416 

White  House,  Va. 

Affairs  at.*  Communications  from 

Casey,  Silas 274 

Dix,  John  A 273, 274, 304 

Ingalls,  Rufus 273 

Lincoln,  Abraham 270 

McClellan,  George  B 253 

War  Department,  U.  S 234 

Casey,  Silas,  ordered  to  charge  of  depot  at 248 

White,  J.  Claude.  Mentioned 319 

Whiting,  Charles  J.  Mentioned 208 


t 


Includes  destruction  of  stores  at. 
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Whiting,  Jasper  S. 

Correspondence  \rith  Robert  E.  Lee 685 

Mentioned 534 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C. 

Assignments  to  command 558 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  D.  H 4>i7,488 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 564 

Magruder,  John  B 578 

Mentioned 232, 264, 340, 483, 486, 489, 500, 530, 531, 547, 

558,  563,  574,  577-580,  586,  587,  589, 592-594, 600, 601, 645,  652, 654,  675 

Whitney,  Stephen.  Mentioned 176 

Wigfall,  Louis  T.  Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 655 

Wiggins,  J.  C.  Mentioned 244 

Wilcox,  Cadmus  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  D.  H 613 

Magruder,  John  B 426, 427, 445 

Mentioned 340, 392, 412, 440, 446, 447, 481, 498, 530, 532, 609, 649, 675 

Wilkes,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 344 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 356 

Mentioned 344,359,384 

Willard,  George  L.  Mentioned 178 

Williams,  A.  S.  Mentioned 53 

Williams,  Lawrence.  Mentioned 152,195 

Williams,  Seth. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 51 

Marcy,  R.  B 288 

Mentioned 97, 130, 204, 239, 329, 368 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  B.  McClellan.) 

Williamsburg,  Va. 

Battle  of,  May  5.  Communications  from  George  B.  McClellan 164 

Martial  law 398 

Wilson,  Samuel  S.  Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 508 

Winder,  Charles  S. 

Assignments  to  command ’ 683 

Mentioned 648,683 

Winder,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 505, 539 

Mentioned 403, 506, 516, 527, 542, 577, 643 

Wingfield,  Captain.  Mentioned 635 

Wingfield,  T.  H.  Mentioned 639 

Winston,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Hudgins,  B.  F 395 

Magruder,  John  B 394,437 

Puller,  .John  W 395 

Mentioned 426, 443, 445, 482 

Wisconsin  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— fiatter/es;  2d,  4th,  54. 
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Wlae,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  D.  H M2, 561, 562, 592, 603 

Lee,  Robert  E 582, 584 

Mentioned 218, 471, 507, 540, 554, 592, 600, 604, 606, 617, 647, 650 

Wolcott,  C.  P.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Far  Department,  TJ.  S.) 

Wood,  D.  H.  Mentioned 659 

Wood,  R.  C.  Mentioned 144 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Surgeon- GeneraV a Office,  TJ.  S.  A.) 
Woodbury,  Daniel  P. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 22,213 

McDowell,  Irrin 50 

Mentioned 9, 31, 49, 50, 73, 74, 110, 119, 130, 172, 184, 204, 214, 238, 312, 329, 367 
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